
 

  

  

Committee on International Trade 

  

 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Antonio TAJANI 

Chair 

Conference of Committee Chairs 

 

 

 

Dear Mr Tajani, 

 

The Committee on International Trade (INTA), in accordance with Rule 125 of the Rules of 

Procedure of the European Parliament, held on 30 September 2019 a public hearing with Mr Phil 

Hogan, Commissioner-designate, who, subject to the positive outcome of the nomination 

procedure, will be responsible for Trade.  

 

On 27 September, pursuant to Rule 125 of the Rules of Procedure and Article 2 of Annex VII 

thereto, INTA Committee had received the letter by the Committee on Legal Affairs regarding the 

scrutiny of the declaration of financial interests of Mr Hogan. 

 

Prior to the hearing, Parliament had sent the Commissioner-designate a list of written questions. 

INTA committee noted that he answered those questions and dealt with the priorities outlined 

satisfactorily.  

 

Mr Hogan opened the hearing by making a statement in which he stressed the importance of EU’s 

common trade policy that allows EU to promote its interests and values, recalling that our trade 

policy opens up opportunities and access for our companies around the world, creating growth and 

jobs in Europe and delivering prosperity elsewhere, but that trade is also a strategic asset for 

Europe, allowing to build partnerships and level playing field, protect our market from unfair 

practices and ensure that our values and our standards are respected. He referred to the following 

priorities, building on and expanding on his written replies:  

 to preserve a stable and predictable international trading environment based on clear and 

enforceable rules (i.a. by defending and promoting multilateralism and reforming the WTO); 

 to manage relations and to build partnerships (i.a. by working toward a positive, balanced and 

mutually beneficial trading partnership with the US, China and Africa); 

 to create opportunities for the EU by opening markets and keeping them open (i.a. by stepping 

up the efforts to ensure the full implementation of existing agreements and the enforcement 

of our rights, being supported in that task by new role of Chief Trade Enforcement Officer as 

the focal point; by seeking new opportunities via conclusion of on-going negotiations and 

opening new ones; by engaging more and communicating better with companies and citizens);  

 to ensure that EU has appropriate tools to protect EU companies and workers from unfair 

competition and to pursue a level playing field internally and externally (i.a. by making full 

use of Trade Defence Instruments and seeking level playing field in procurement; by 

upgrading EU’s Enforcement Regulation; addressing the distortive effects of foreign 

subsidies); 
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 to ensure that trade policy contributes to our broader policy objectives, notably on sustainable 

development, the fight against climate change, and more broadly in upholding our values (i.a. 

by designing and introducing WTO-compliant Carbon Border Tax; by making full use of 

sustainable development chapters with binding commitments and their monitoring; by 

revising EU’s General System of Preferences); 

 trade policy to play a role in strengthening the EU’s security and position in the world (i.a. by 

following closely the implementation of the FDI screening system and strengthening the 

export control of dual-use items). 

 

The introductory statement of Mr Hogan was followed by 25 oral questions from the Members, in 

the first round 7 questions from representatives of each political group and in the second round 18 

questions by other Members, including a representative from the non-attached Members. Almost 

all Members used the opportunity of asking also a follow-up question. The questions by the 

Members covered a very broad range of topics, including the following: EU-US trade relations 

(transatlantic partnership, US tariffs and their broader effect); Trade and Sustainable Development 

chapters (commitments, enforceability); Mercosur agreement (sustainability, agriculture, 

precautionary principle, food safety); digital trade and e-commerce, transparency; supply chain 

due diligence (possible initiative on textiles); Chief Trade Enforcement Officer (role, tasks); Small 

and Medium-sized Enterprises (benefiting from FTAs, Rules of Origin); reform of the World 

Trade Organisation; EU investment policy and establishment of Multilateral Investment Court; 

sustainability and promotion of the Sustainable Development Goals, protecting standards; trade 

and climate change; gender equality and gender provisions in trade agreements; EU-China trade 

relations (levelling the playing field, EU’s own strategy, comprehensive investment agreement); 

EU-ASEAN (possibility for a region-to-region agreement); screening of Foreign Direct 

Investments and International Procurement Instrument; Trade Defence Instruments; impact 

assessments; carbon border adjustment mechanism; BREXIT; Generalised System of Preferences 

(enforcement, GSP+); Africa (Economic Partnership Agreements, post-Cotonou); enforcement 

and safeguards; promotion of fair trade movement (Fair Trade Award) in all the Member States. 

 

Concerning specific commitments vis-a-vis the Parliament, Commissioner-designate Hogan 

committed himself to greater (including regular) engagement with the Parliament and to the 

highest level of transparency and communication, including commitment:  

 to continue to build on the transparent way in which trade policy has been made during the 

previous parliamentary term;  

 to be a regular visitor to INTA committee and in the plenary to respond to issues of interest;  

 to inform the Parliament immediately and fully at all stages of trade and investment 

negotiations, as well as on all other aspects of trade policy beyond our negotiations, and to 

ensure timely access to all the information Parliament needs; to ensure that regular briefings 

are given to the Parliament before and after each round of bilateral and multilateral 

negotiations;  

 to continue with the recently established practice of publishing the draft negotiating mandates 

when they are proposed to the Council, and to reiterate to Council the importance of 

publishing the authorisation and negotiating directives once these have been adopted; 

 to treat Parliament and Council on an equal footing (including to endeavour to make certain 

presentations to both Parliament and Council on the same day and, in this light to attend 

extraordinary meetings of INTA, should they prove necessary), and to be supportive in 
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encouraging the Council to listen to Parliaments views and in avoiding provisional application 

of trade agreements before Parliament has had the chance to give its consent. 

 

In his replies, Mr Hogan made the following additional specific commitments regarding his future 

action as Commissioner: 

 to engage with the Parliament on its possible initiative on the supply chain due diligence; 

 to continue discussing with the Parliament the concept of ‘pre-ratification conditions’ in the 

context of the ratification of the trade agreements; 

 to work closely with Commissioner Gentiloni and Executive Vice-President Timmermans on 

the options and ensuring the WTO-compatibility of the envisaged carbon border tax; 

 to work towards a coordinated and harmonized approach for all EU countries to enhance the 

FDI screening mechanism in order to protect our critical technologies and infrastructure;  

 to discuss with Parliament a more focused approach of the Chief Enforcement Officer towards 

civil society’s complaints;  

 to build on success achieved by Commissioner Malmström in relation to the gender equality 

agenda, and inclusion of the empowerment of women in any FTA negotiations; 

 to strive for concluding the bilateral investment protection agreement with China by the end 

of 2020; 

 to prepare an initiative in the second half of 2020 to build a new way forward for the WTO; 

 to continue the fair and ethical trade award initiative again in 2020 and beyond. 

 

Before the end of the hearing, the Commissioner-designate made a brief closing statement in which 

he underlined the special role that EU has in the global trading system, having established itself as 

a trusted and respectable player, reaffirming that he will work for EU to become even stronger 

global actor and to show global leadership.  

 

Based on the written and oral replies and the discussion, INTA committee expects the 

Commissioner-designate to further elaborate and deliver during his mandate, inter alia, on the 

following points:  

1. to continue pursuing the ambitious EU trade agenda by concluding ongoing trade and 

investment negotiations and open new negotiations where conditions are met; 

2. the Commissioner-designate’s greater engagement with Parliament will include an active 

interaction with Parliament from the earliest stages in the process of elaborating the priorities 

and policy steps for creating and effectively implementing EU trade and investment strategy 

(e.g. improved involvement already in scoping stage of preparing for negotiations); 

3. active engagement and support on the supply chain due diligence issue in response to 

Parliament’s future request; 

4. to ensure continuous and structured dialogue on trade policy with civil society, representing 

workers, consumers, businesses and other stakeholders;  

5. to ensure the enforcement of the precautionary principle; 

6. to provide Parliament with a proposal on improving and enforcing Trade and Sustainable 

Development chapters, consider binding instruments by the end of 2020, and to clarify the 
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role of the Chief Enforcement Officer and the upgrade of the enforcement regulation in that 

context;  

7. to ensure that the EU’s trade policy and trade agreements make a positive contribution to the 

commitments enshrined in the Paris Climate Agreement and to present concrete steps; 

8. to create a digital trade strategy that ensures that our trade policy and trade agreements include 

modern rules on digital trade ensuring market access for digital goods while creating benefits 

for consumers in full respect of our privacy laws; 

9. to engage on the implementation of the UN guiding principles on business and human rights, 

to act for an effective application of the human rights and democracy clause in the FTAs; 

10. to engage with the Parliament on improving the GSP system, in particular concerning 

commitment to democracy and human rights as well as in terms of the process (reaction and 

timing); 

11. to always propose that provisional application of trade and investment agreements takes place 

only after Parliament has given its consent; 

12. to increase Parliament’s scrutiny of the implementation and enforcement of concluded trade 

and investment agreements; 

13. to present his strategy on how his portfolio can contribute to achieving the SDGs and Agenda 

2030; 

14. to further improve the communication regarding current and future trade agreements so that 

potentials of trade become better known to all. 

 

On the basis of the comments made by my Committee’s Coordinators, who met in camera after 

the hearing under my chairmanship, I hereby give the following assessment: the general outcome 

of this hearing is that the Commissioner-designate gave a convincing impression of his aptitude to 

be a member of the College of Commissioners capable of carrying out the specific tasks assigned 

to him. 

 

In accordance with Rule 125 of the Rules of Procedure and Article 4 of Annex VII thereto, the 

INTA Coordinators representing a majority of two-thirds decided to approve that the 

Commissioner-designate Hogan is qualified both to be a member of the College of 

Commissioners and to carry out the specific tasks assigned. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 
Bernd Lange 

Chair of INTA Committee 

  


