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AUSTRIA - First Cultural Forum of EYP Austria

From 13 to 20 September 2019, a Cultural Forum, organised by the European Youth Parliament
Austria in cooperation with the associationkultur-land-leben, tookplace in south-eastern Styria.

More than 160 participants from all over Europe came together to discuss current political topics on
a European scale using the session format of the EYP, with English as their working language. This
makes it one of the biggestevents created by the EYP Austria in its more than twenty-year existence,
as well as one of the events with the longest duration and the mostparticipants of 2019 within the
international network of the EuropeanYouth Parliament.

The European YouthParliament (EYP) is an innovative educational programme that connects young
Europeans and strives to aid the development of these individuals into politically aware and
responsible citizens. We aim at enabling young citizens to grasp and deal with European issues on
aninternational leveland engage in intercultural exchange in terms of mentality, language,art,and
way of living. The EYPis a nonpartisan nongovernmental organisation whose methodsarebasedon
informal education, and EYP Austria is a part of this international network which is made possible
by young volunteers who are the heartand soul of the organisation.

The activities of the eight-day event were split among ten different municipalities, namely Bad
Gleichenberg, Riegersburg, Paldau, Gnas, Fehring, Straden, Sankt Stefan im Rosental, Kirchberg an
der Raab, Kapfenstein, Sankt Anna am Aigen, Feldbach and Straden, all part of Steirisches
Vulkanland (or 'Styrian Volcano Land'), a cultural region of rural character in the very south-east of
Austria. This also made the event one of the most “remote” sessions conducted by the EYP Austria
so far, considering its significant distance from major urban centres.

The Cultural Forum was divided into three distinct parts: first, the participants split up into
committees and bonded during the two-day Teambuilding phase, in which they got to know each
otherand had to perform initial teamwork tasks. This allowed them to have a productive three-day
Committee Work phase, duringwhich they created resolutionsaddressing currentissuesin Europe
that resemble European Parliamentresolutions. The end of the event was marked by a two-day
General Assembly for which all committees came together to discuss and vote on their individual
resolutions.

Additionally, there wasa dedicated Cultural Day, as well as cultural elements spread throughout the
session programme that were used to experience the local cuisine, the musical and performative
talent of session participants and local communities, so as to familiarise all participants with the
region.

Website: https://eyp.at/

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/eypaustria/

Other social media: https://www.instagram.com/eypaustria/
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BELGIUM - Young Feminist Europe

Young Feminist Europe(YFE) is an open platformthatamplifies young feminist voicesand activities
across Europe through campaigns, advocacy and movement building. We bring together young
and diverse self-identifying women aged between 18-35 years old to impact and shape a feminist
Europe that promotesgenderequality,equity and socialjjustice for all.

YFEis a volunteer-led platform and a transnational project, which traces its roots back to 2017 and
results from the integration of two different feministinitiatives.

To achieve YFE's vision, we harness the power of feminist grassroots and hashtag activism. We
organise communitybuilding activitiesand campaign workshops, as well as collaborate to mobilise
for demonstrations and engage with key stakeholdersin the EU sphere.

By also providing online spaces for engagement beyond Brussels, we're developing a European
network of young feminists thatis truly co-creational and participatory.

YFE represents the vision and values of the European Charlemagne Youth Prize because YFE is an
example of young Europeans working together to promote European and international
understanding, and a shared sense of European identity based on feminist values.

YFE strives to be as diverse as Europe. Members come from different countries, educational
backgrounds and generations. YFE has a representation of 15 different nationalities from Europe,
South-central Asia and the MENA region, with 30+ volunteers based in Brussels, France, Spain,
Germany, Austria,Croatia, Ireland. Our presence across Europe is always growing.

In YFE we work in accessible and horizontal structures and overcome geographic barriers by utilising
online spaces and tools to communicate and coordinate actions.

YFE's initiatives in 2019 are a testimony of our promotion of a shared sense of European identity. In
the run-up to the European Elections, YFE launched its first campaign called “Her Europe”, which
provided an opportunity for young women to participate in European politics and present their
vision foran equal Europe.

YFE launched its new campaign #MyClitCounts on September 2019. It aims to tackle social taboos
surrounding women's gynaecological health, reproductive rights and sexuality. It provides the
opportunity for young women to engage in these topics in a self-empowering way and combat
stigma.

2020 will be an important yearfor women'’s rights worldwide withthe 25th anniversary of the Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Action. With a leading role the reviewing processes and embodying
the defense of gender equality at the EU level, YFE aims to bring its European experience of young
feminist leadership for transformation to the international process.
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Giving the Charlemagne YouthPrize to YFE would contributeto making YFE a sustainable solidarity
network amongstyoung feministsacross Europe, and it would also contribute to makingvisible the
work of young feminist activistsacross Europe as catalysts for change.

Website: http://www.youngfeminist.eu

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/YoungFeministEU

Twitter: https://twitter.com/youngfeministeu?lang=es @YoungFeministEU

Instagram:youngfeministeurope


http://www.youngfeminist.eu/
https://www.facebook.com/YoungFeministEU
https://twitter.com/youngfeministeu?lang=es
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BULGARIA - Treatment Without Borders

Treatment without Borders is a Bulgarian non-governmental organization which aims to help
Bulgarians in need of medical treatment abroad with on-site assistance, translation and personal
consultation, while also using our platform to provide comprehensive information about patient
rights and the availability of cross-borderhealthcare to European patients. With 2.4 min Bulgarians
living abroad, our mission is to connect those who have anexcellent command of the local language
andareintegratedin thelocal society with patientswho can’t receive the life-saving treatment they
need in Bulgaria.

With over 300 volunteers in 19 countries worldwide, we strive to develop a network of volunteers
around the globe who help Bulgarians in need of life-saving treatment abroad. Insufficient
information, language barriers, lack of cultural understanding and obstacles in arranging suitable
accommodation and transportation are some of the common challenges our patients need to
overcome during this stressful time.

Ourvolunteers are currently based in Germany, France, Italy, the United Kingdom, Greece, Austria,
Spain, the Netherlands and many more EU countries, as well as the US, Canada and South America.
They provideinformationand local support to patientsand their families,help them byinterpreting
and explaining how to cope with administrative obstacles when needed. Furthermore, they provide
emotional support and a degree of familiarity in an otherwise unfamiliar situation for the patients
who often feelisolated and at the mercy of an unknown societyand healthcare system. In doing so,
we also bridge the gap between the patient and the local healthcare professionals and wider
community.

In the six years since our founding, we have had more nearly 500 unique inquiries not only from
patients seekingtreatmentabroad, butalso, more recently,from healthcare providers across Europe
striving to communicate with their Bulgarian patients.

Thefactthatallwe dois purely voluntary, with neitherfunding nor profit forany of us, has been met
with much incredulity over the years: “Now you’llsay you're doing it out of love!”. Well yes, we are.
And we will continue to do so - out of love and the conviction that quality European healthare is
worth every effort.

Website: http://lekuvam.se/

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/lekuvamse/

Other social media: https:/www.instagram.com/treatment_without _borders/,
https://www.linkedin.com/company/treatment-without-borders
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CROATIA - SUMMER UNIVERSITY

Summer Universities (SU) are summer events thatare organised for young Europeans by young
Europeans. They take place all over the continent, stretching from Russia to Spain and from Cyprus
to the UK. The whole project is coordinated and implemented by AEGEE / the European Students’
Forum, Europe’s largest interdisciplinary student association, which is open to all young people.
Summer Universities are entirely based on the work of volunteers and receive very little to no
institutionalfinancial support.

The Summer University Project followsa unique approach of combining intercultural exchange with
means of non-formal education that cover topics of utmostimportance to the young generation
and the future of the European Project. Organisersand participantsalike dive into local culture and
widen their horizons on societal issueswhile creating new friendships.

With thematics ranging from, sustainability to socialinclusionand from photography to languages.
The project’s ultimate aimis to create active citizens, who stand up fora unitedand fair Europe, who
fight for their future and feel part of a whole. Summer Universities create lasting friendshipsacross
Europe and share knowledge of places that would otherwise never have happened. Summer
Universities have been taking place each year since 1988. In 2019 ca. 2.000 participants attendeda
SU who all had an amazing time and felt more Europeanthan everbefore.

The Summer Universitiesfollow one motto:Some call it Europe; we call it home.

Website: www.aegee.su
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AEGEE.SU

Other social media: https://www.instagram.com/aegee _su/,

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCns5PV1ImTRYpK3W9M-gXRg
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CYPRUS - Kofinou ExXCHANGE

In a world abounded with asylum-seekers, refugees, and migrants there is an urgent need to
develop young current and future European citizens with salient human social abilities, such as
empathy. However, there seemsto be a mismatch betweentheory and practice.

To set targets in line with theory, educational institutions have to act in a coordinated fashion by
redesigning educationaround volunteering, social integration, and international understanding.

Kofinou ExXCHANGE aims to bring together students and teachers from a high school, Kykkos
Lyceum, in Paphos, Cyprus, with children of refugees hosted at the Kofinou Accommodation and
Reception Centre.

The idea behind the partnership is in line with the vision of the Kykkos Lyceum and the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sport and Youth in Cyprus, which strivesto promote innovation and excellence
in intercultural perception and develop competences for lifelong learning and volunteering,
through involvementin several EU projects.

This partnership will create a powerful synergy among an interdisciplinary pool of instructors,
professors, studentsand refugee children that will drive the youth to successfully accomplish their
goals andinstigate long-term, sustainable networking to furtherenrich and expand their activities.

Social media, such as Facebook, were used to promote the project and increase its visibility to the
public and all interested educational stakeholders.

Kykkos Lyceum is a high school located in Paphos, Cyprus, which presents rich and wide
extracurricular activities. Cyprus is an island where people have experienced and continue to
experience particularly challenging situations, which have made the islanders sharply aware of
refugeeissues.

Currently, due to its location in the Eastern Mediterranean, Cyprus accepts refugees and migrants
from Syria and other neighbouring countries on a daily basis. Thousands of refugees and migrants
havearrived on ourisland in recent yearslookingfor security and better living conditions.In light of
this, school students and teachers visit the Centre regularly and help refugee children as well as
adults to beintegratedinto the European culture, by learning the Greek language, gettingto know
the host culture, providing opportunities for entertainment, teaching communication skills and
generally trying to contribute to the easier and smoothest integration of these people into ourown
society.
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This projectis the first volunteer project thatinvolvesstudents of at least 16 yearsof age visiting the
Centre and developing intercultural skills. The partners of the project have already established a
dissemination and exploitation plan for further activities, such as the organisation of seminars, a
conference, and networkingwith other schools on a local, nationaland European level.

Website: http://lyk-kykkos-paf.schools.ac.cy

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/%CE%9B%CF%85%CE%B A%CE%B5%CE%B9%CE%BF -
%CE%9A%CF%8D%CE%BA%CE%BA%CE%BF%CF%85-
%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A6%CE%IF%CE%AS5-105021121069966



http://lyk-kykkos-paf.schools.ac.cy/
https://www.facebook.com/%CE%9B%CF%85%CE%BA%CE%B5%CE%B9%CE%BF-%CE%9A%CF%8D%CE%BA%CE%BA%CE%BF%CF%85-%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A6%CE%9F%CE%A5-105021121069966
https://www.facebook.com/%CE%9B%CF%85%CE%BA%CE%B5%CE%B9%CE%BF-%CE%9A%CF%8D%CE%BA%CE%BA%CE%BF%CF%85-%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A6%CE%9F%CE%A5-105021121069966
https://www.facebook.com/%CE%9B%CF%85%CE%BA%CE%B5%CE%B9%CE%BF-%CE%9A%CF%8D%CE%BA%CE%BA%CE%BF%CF%85-%CE%A0%CE%91%CE%A6%CE%9F%CE%A5-105021121069966

THE EUROPEAN

CHARLEMAGN|
YOUTH PRIZE

2020

CZECH REPUBLIC - Regional Selection Conferences in Tabor and Uherské Hradisté
2019

The Regional Selection Conference is a concept consisting of two three-day sessions held every year
in autumn in different parts of the Czech Republic. The first one took place between 31st October
and 3rd November in TAbor and from 21st to 24th November 2019 in Uherské Hradisté. A total of
about 250 participants took part in this project, including 180 students aged 15 to 18 from
secondary schools throughout the whole Czech Republic. The pupils were accompanied by their
teachers and the programme of each conference was facilitated by 70 members of the international
volunteer team fromall over Europe. The official language of the conferences is English.

The whole project stands on four basic pillars:teambuilding, committee work, the General Assembly
and the accompanying programme. Students spentall these parts of the programme with their
committee under the supervision of experienced facilitators. The first part of the programme,
teambuilding, usually has two parts: general teambuilding and teambuilding in committees. The
main purpose of the general teambuilding is to welcome all students and acquaint them with all
teams of facilitatorsas well as with other participants. Thenfollows the teambuildingin committees,
where students divided into nine committees meet their team members and create a friendly and
safe environment, which is crucial for further cooperation.In the secondpart, committee work, each
group focuses on theirtopic, discussing it together, identifyingkey issues andlooking for solutions.
Then the whole outputis summarised in a resolution,a document that contains the most important
identifiers of the problems and their suggested solutions. Each committee has the opportunity to
present and defend its resolution at the General Assembly, where all participants can discussit and
thenvote onits adoption.

The accompanying programserves for participants primarily as an opportunity to get to know their
peers and cultures from other countries, which also makes it easier to reach a consensus when
working in committees. For example, at every conference there is held a so-called Eurovillage, an
evening programme during which participants present their country through typical dishes,
costumes or music. Anothercomponentof the accompanying program, panel debate, depends on
the umbrella topicof the conference. The umbrella topicand thusthe topic of the panel debate was
the environment and tackling climatechange in Tdbor, and educationand reform of the educational
system in Uherské Hradisté.

Our goal is to show the reasons why students should be interested in the world around us and
inspire them to become active citizens. It is important that young people are able to form their
opinions and are notafraid to present them. According to our point of view, this leadstothe creation
ofa politically active and conscious society, which is a crucial element of democracy.

Website: www.eyp.cz
Facebook: https//www.facebook.com/eypcz
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/eyp cz


http://www.eyp.cz/
https://www.facebook.com/eypcz
https://www.instagram.com/eyp_cz

THE EUROPEAN

CHARLEMAGN|
YOUTH PRIZE

2020

DENMARK - Odense 2019 - 3rd National Session - "Discovering New Shores", EYP
Denmark

Discovering New Shores - Broadening the view on EU proceduresto young people.

Betweenthe 14th and the 16th of February 2019, the 3rd national session of the European
Youth Parliament (EYP) took place. Around 100 young Europeans from many different
countries gathered to discuss and debate with the aim of taking action and creating
solutions for the challenges of today and tomorrow.

The session was arranged by Philip Kardell, 19, Andreas Brunebjerg Jargensen, 20, and
Louise Huynh, 21. Together with a team of young Europeans they managed to fundraise
enough money to make the session come true. EYP Denmark is driven by voluntary hands
of young people, and this means that the people involved have to balance both EYP,
studies, and work.

The motto of the 3rd national session of EYP Denmark was “Discovering new shores” and
incorporated many issues mentionedintoday’s news. Thus, topics suchas the development
of Copenhagen as a climate-neutral city and self-driving cars were discussed.

The delegates were encouraged to take part in the discussion, both in committee work
where they discuss the topicsand their views on the casesin smaller groups and, at the end
of the session, in the General Assembly, where the delegates are given the opportunity to
present their resolutions, and to hold speeches such as opening speech, defend speeches
and attack speeches.

By this, the delegates’abilitiesto speakin publicand in front of other people using formal
English to presentfactual content are strengthened.

EYP isa European organization founded in 1987 in Fontainebleau, France, yetis still a fairly
new conceptin Denmark, as it was recognized in 2017 and passed its probation year and
became a full member of the EYP umbrella organization on April 13th 2018. Since then,
there have been arranged varying sessions, both national and regional sessions, and
delegatesand officials have beeninvited from all over Europe, just as EYP Denmark has sent
delegatesand officials to participate in sessions abroad.

The session in Odense in February 2019 was the third national session. In addition to this,
the third regional session of EYP Denmarkwas organized in October 2019inSenderborg in
Southern Jutland. This session showed some of the impact the national session has had, as
people who were introduced to EYP for the first time in Odense also participated in this
event as officials.
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One majorfocus EYP Denmarkalso had on the session inOdense was the impact onclimate
such asession has. Through a cooperation with a climate protectionagency, EYP Denmark
and the Head Organizers took action and cared about the climate, made sure speeches
about the topic were made and informed the delegates that their carbon waste was being

measured. Everything done so that, in the end, it was possible to regain climate neutrality
via help from the climate protectionagency.

EYP Denmark also received a certificate proving the status of the organization and the
session specifically.

Website: https://eypdk.org/

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/eypdenmark/

Other social media:Instagram: @eypdanmark

10
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ESTONIA - Summer University: Time Travel Through the Flatlands

In July 2019, AEGEE-Tartu organised an international summer university “Time Travel Through the
Flatlands” which focused on the historicaland political situation of Europe since the Second World
War. The summer university was broughtto life in collaboration with AEGEE-Eindhoven.

Out of tens of AEGEE summer universities, the one that AEGEE-Tartu organized was special due to
its set focus on the political and historical topics, and the international scope of the different
locations visited.

The topicof the summer university was introduced to participants by using the means of non-formal
education. Trainer Roberto Meneghetti, assigned by the Politics Interest Group of AEGEE-Europe,
facilitated workshopsand guided the participants through the complicated history of Europe.

In addition to the workshops, we visited places which had anhistorical significance and were related
tothe content of the project. That served the purpose of combining boththeoretical knowledge as
well as a practicalapproach to reach to a deeper level of understanding.

Coming from different countries and background systems, we might take our own socio-political
situation for granted.

Our project aimed to create a dialogue between the participants as representatives of different
countries. The workshops were an open and safe space for them to express their views on the
situationin their countryas wellas hear about others.

“Time Travel Through the Flatlands” gathered around 50 people in total, either as participants,
organisers, helpers, or trainers. The age range was 18-34, with most involved people in their early
20s. We had representativesfrom 11 different nations (Estonia, the Netherlands, Spain, Italy, Malta,
Russian Federation, Hungary, Poland, Turkey, Germany, Finland) and during the course of the event
we visited four different countries (Estonia, Latvia, Belgium, the Netherlands).

Asanoutcome of the project, the participants now have a broader understanding of the history of
the (post)-soviet world in comparisonto the history of western Europe.

The project was entirely planned and organised by volunteers active in AEGEE, meaning that the
project team nor the helpers received no financial gain from implementing the project. Recognition
by the Charlemagne Youth Prize would be the highest possible appreciation for the volunteers for
all their dedication and hard work. The monetary outputof the prize would be highly beneficial for
implementing similar projects in the future.

11
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Winning the prize would give us a chance to draw attention tothe regions that were deeply affected
by the Soviet system andare now recovering and gaining value againfrom being a periphery.ltis a

great possibility to remind the publicthat history needs to beremembered and used as a learning
point.

Website: https://aegee-tartu.ee/

Facebook: https//www.facebook.com/aegee.tartu/

12
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FINLAND - JEF-Finland’s Castle Seminar

JEF-Finland is an NGO for young people under 29 years of age whose activities have their
roots in the 1990s. The organisation is politically and religiously unaffiliated and its purpose
has always been to act as a pro-European force. The aim of our activitiesis to promote
awareness of European integration and its impact, and to act as a forum for debate and a
channel through which young peopleinterestedinEuropean affairs can exertinfluence.

At national level, we organise events, carry out public information work and explore new
avenues in public debate. Our active regional organisations all over Finland are the
backbone of our work. At international level, we form part of the pan-European
organisation Young European Federalists (JEF-Europe).

In one form or another, JEF-Europe has operatedas a force bringing young people together
since the 1950s.In its current form, it was founded in 1972. International activities through
JEF-Europe provide numerous opportunities to participate in political opinion-forming and
in seminars organised invarious parts of Europe. The threshold for participationinactivities
has also been made low, so that every young person who is interested can get involved.
We are hoping to receive an award for our project ‘Europe after the elections’, organisedin
2019. The project comprised three strands: JEF-Finland’s large-scale seminar, ‘The Castle
Seminar - Europe after the elections’, and publicity campaigns in support of the seminar.
JEF-Finland’s Castle Seminars are a long-standing tradition; they have been held for more
than 20 years.

Over the years, the seminars have grown from an event bringing together several dozen
young people into a major three-day event, in which, in 2019, 150 participants took part,
together with many leading experts. The participants comprise young people and students
from Finland, representatives of organisations, Finns studying abroad, and young
Europeans participatinginthe event through the JEF-Europe network.

The main theme of the seminar was ‘Europe after the elections’ - and we dealt from many
points of view with the future of Europe, the outcome of the European elections held inthe
spring, the forthcoming new Commission and the Multiannual Financial Framework. We
devoted particular attention to the role of climate change as a major issue for the future.
The debate was stimulatedby our excellent speakers, whoincluded Foreign Minister Pekka
Haavisto, Yannick Lahti (a researcher at the University of Bologna) and Outi Honkatukia,
Finland’s chief climate negotiator.

13
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As an event, JEF-Finland’s Castle Seminar promotes Europeanintegration and opportunities
for young people to exert influence internationally by informing young people and giving
them role modelsand a communityin which they can work for a better Europe.

Website: http://eurooppanuoret.fi/

Facebook: Eurooppanuoret (JEF-Finland)
Twitter: @Eurooppanuoret

Other social media:Instagram: eurooppanuoret

14
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FRANCE - Moving towards a European civic service

The Collective for a European Civic Service (CSCE), an association governed by French law,
wishes to help all young Europeans to engage in civic survive by volunteering both at home
and in another Member State of the Union. In so doing, the Collective intends to address
the EU’s major societal challenges, particularly the climate and environmental emergency,
while paving the way for active European citizenship.

We propose an innovative solution to overcoming the difficulties besetting Europe’s bodies
and mechanisms, namely:

(a) the fact that only highly qualified, well-informed, well-offand mobile people participate,
(b) delays in the assignment of European Solidarity Corps (ESC) missions;

(c) reticence onthe part of associations to participate inmechanismsthey see as clunky and
unwieldy;

(d) the lack of coordination — even, at times, competition- betweennational civic services
and the ESC.

Our proposalis twofold, based on two pillars,aiming to open up the possibility of mobility
within Europe to all young people,in particular the most deprivedamongst them.

The first pillaris operational in nature: testing a scheme for linking, for the first time, national
civic services and the ESC. This one-year pilot project will be launched in the cross-border
‘Greater Luxembourg’ region in September 2020, and comprise around a hundred
volunteers (1).

The second is political in nature and aims to get the Member States with most volunteers
and the European Union cooperating on civic service and European mobility (2).

15
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1) Our scheme constitutes a mixed civic service, enabling young volunteers to ally a local
assignment (six months of national civic service) with a European assignment (six months
at the ESC).

The entire projectis transnational in scope, with the volunteers organised in multinational
cohorts. From the first day of their local experience, the volunteers will be immersedinan
international environment and will also be provided language courses and/or language
workshops, in order to prepare for their mobility assignment abroad. To that end, we have
chosen first-rate operational partners: Unis-Cité (France), Citizen Service Network (Belgium),
Service National de la Jeunesse (Luxembourg), DFOJ-KUR and Haus der offenen Tiir
(Rhineland - Germany), Spohns haus and Zentrum fir Freiwilligendienste (Saarland -
Germany).

2) With a view to raising awareness of the projectand to maximisingits expectedbenefits,
the CSCE is currently working with the European institutions to prepare apilot project based
on this new youth mobility scheme.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CollectifSCE

Other social media: https://www.linkedin.com/company/le-service-civique-européen

16
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GERMANY - European Archive of Voices

The European Archive of Voices is an initiative that aims to gather personal and publicoral
history accounts from intellectuals throughout Europe who were born before 1945.

To compile the collection, we deployed aninternational team of young interviewers to hold
conversations with their older compatriots in their mother tongues, inviting them to
reminisce, reflect on how Europe has shaped their lives, offer their thoughts on the
continent’s past and future, and share their hopes and fears.

By ‘Europe’, we mean not only the Member States of the European Union, but all countries

belonging, geographically and historically, to the continent of Europe. Our young
interviewers therefore come from the following countries, among others:

Albania, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czechia, Denmark,
Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Moldova, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania,
Russia, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Ukraine and the United Kingdom.

The interviews produced by each pair, one for each of these countries, will be stored in the
archive. The European Archive of Voices that will be built up from these conversations will
be made public via an interactive website (archiveofvoices.eu), a touring exhibition and
publications. The initiative was the brainchild of ‘Arbeit an Europa e.V., an association of
young German writers, journalists and academics.

Website: https://arbeitaneuropa.com/

Facebook: www.facebook.com/arbeitaneuropa

Twitter: twitter.com/arbeitaneuropa

Other social media:archiveofvoices.eu

17


https://arbeitaneuropa.com/
http://www.facebook.com/arbeitaneuropa

THE EUROPEAN

CHARLEMAGN|
YOUTH PRIZE

2020

GREECE - 13th EFPSA European Summer School - Communication & Learning in the
Digital Age

The European Summer Schoolis a 7-day event, organized through the European Federation of
Psychology Students’ Associations (EFPSA), bringing European Psychology studentsand academics
together, and promoting scientific research, inter-European collaborationand cultural exchange.

36 undergraduate or postgraduate European Psychology students have the chance to become
junior researchers, meaning they can join one of six intercultural research projects, each one
proposed and supervisedby a PhD or Postdoctoral studentor graduate.

These projects begin duringthe SummerSchoolandare runby the studentsfor the next 12 months
under EFPSA’s Research Programme.

The Research Programme is operated by EFPSA student volunteers, who provide guidance and
support to the 6 researchteams while they are working online towardsimplementingtheirresearch.
The progress and results of the projects can be presentedat other EFPSA events, and the final work
can be publishedin the Journal of European Psychology Students.

In 2019, the European Summer School was organized by a group of Greek students between 8-15
July in Serres, Greece under the theme of “Communicationand Learning in the Digital Age”. 35
psychology students and 6 PhD studentsor graduatesfroma total of 18 countries participated.

During the week, the participants started developing their research projectsand planning their work
for the next year, and, of course, got to know each other personally and culturally through a
multifaceted social programme, key-factor to a smooth collaboration. The projects, currently
ongoing, are the following:

1. Social networking sites, social comparisons, and adolescent identity development

2. The effect of internet use on students’ monitoring accuracy of the time spent on solving logic
tasks

3. Excessive internet use and academic performance: Role of digital multitasking

4. The Uncanny Valley phenomenon across cultures: Graphic realism and empathy in viewers of
video games characters

5. Fiction and empathy in the digital age: The effects of digital and non-digital modes of fiction-
engagement on empathicabilities

6. Usability and feasibility of a Schema Therapy based self-help mobile application for depressive
symptoms.
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The aims of the whole Research Programme are multidimensional. Firstly, it is clearly aimed at
providing psychology students with the opportunity of conducting research from start to finish at
an early stage of their academic career and providing the supervisors with important preliminary
teaching and supervisory experience. Each research project is conducted by 6 students from
different backgrounds, hence important emphasis is given to the intercultural aspect of the
programme;the promotion of intercultural research andfostering a model that not only encourages
European collaboration,but also deemsit pivotaland necessary.

Theultimate goalis to produce new knowledge about the world and create somethingthat will be
of benefit for people.

Website: https://www.efpsa.org

Facebook: httpsy//www.facebook.com/EFPSA

Twitter: https://twitter.com/EFPSA

Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/company/efpsa

https://www.instagram.com/efpsa
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HUNGARY - HERE WE ARE

HERE WE ARE is a transnational youth initiative connecting two mixed ability groupsin Hungary and
Portugal to work for (to promote) the inclusion of young people living with disabilities, which has
been running for more than two years.

Young people living with disabilities still face countless barriers and exclusion when it comes to their
daily lives and the majority society is often blind to these challenges. The project aimed for giving
opportunity to the members of the informal groups to organise their own events, campaigns and
media communication to bring attention to the matters and importance of inclusion, while
developing their competencesand empowering themselvesthrough the co-operation.

The groups organised more than 12 high-visibility activities focusing on the life of young people
living with disabilities —e.g. wheelchair flash mob, alternative fashionshow, sensitizationin schools,
escape game with changed abilities etc. — beside attending regular group meeting and
transnational meetings. The implemented activities and the amount of people involved in these,
the group process, the documentationof the activities, videos, blog entries, media and social media
appearances and a project manual including the testimonies of the participantsare all results of this
co-operation.

Website: www.egyutthato.eu

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EgyuttHato

https://www.instagram.com/egyutthato/?hl=en

https://www.facebook.com/hereweare2017
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IRELAND - EYP 2019/2020 - Engaging Youthin Politics

It is our mission in the EuropeanYouth Parliament Irelandto develop aninterestin Europeanissues
in young peopleinlireland. We seek to empower the youth to questionthe world around themand
come up withinnovative solutionsto global problems while emphasising concepts of cooperation
and respect.

In order to do this we facilitate a running series of events designed to bring young people aged 15
to 18 from different backgrounds together. The aim is to inspire them to become engaged with
politics and current affairs by simulating the European Parliament.

They learn about topical issues, European politics and culture and debate appropriate solutions.
They also get the chance to interact with international students, have a dialogue with politicians,
talk to engaged university students (the volunteers) in an array of disciplines and share their work
with a wider community.

Website: http://www.eyp.ie

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EYPIreland

Twitter: https://twitter.com/EYP_Ireland

https://www.instagram.com/eypireland/?hl=en
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ITALY - LET'S BIM - Bee International Meetup

The Bee International project was set up by a group of young volunteers from various
countries in the European Union to facilitate gatherings of employees from the whole of
Europe by means of themed training courses aimed at promoting the social and
intercultural integration of people who are forced to move to another town or city because
of their work.

We want our projecttobe an example for Europeans across the continent and elsewherein
the world of how to be united in diversity. We have a weekly event entitledLET'S BIM! Bee
International Meetup’, which emphasises mobility and culture as key factors in gaining
knowledge about Europe and the world.

As a way of achieving greater understanding, awareness and appreciation of Europe’s
environment, we organise cultural PowerPoint presentations — ‘Share your country’ —
because we believe that culture has an important role to play in promoting mutual
understanding and creating a dialogue betweencountries, enabling individual Europeans
to greet, get to know and appreciate each otherand support each other without prejudice.

Website: www.beeinternational.it

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bergamointernationalmeetup/

Other social media: https://vimeo.com/393012135
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LATVIA - Ventspils'19 - 17th National Selection Conference of the European Youth
Parliament Latvia

Last year, we had chosenVentspils as the locationfor the 17th National Selection Conference of EYP
Latvia.

The session took place from the 12th of August until the 19th of August 2019 (Note the project
length included in the application features organizational mattersthattook place before the actual
eventaswell). It gatheredaround 150 participants fromdifferentEuropean countries.

The main theme of the session was “Healthy Europe: GrowthThrough Understanding”. We wanted
to raise awareness of topics that are often forgotten in within the youth of Europe, focusing on
different health issues within the European Union.

The event consisted of three main elements: Team building, Committee work and the General
assembly.

Team Building determined how well the participants were able to cooperate with each other. It was
important that they get to know each other as soon as possible to be able to discuss the assigned
problem and find creative solutions. The concept of Team Building was first created in 1970s in
France,and always happens in thefirst two daysof the conference.

Committee Work was the part of the conference where participants tried to understand the details
of the assigned problem and create potential solutions. Prior to coming to the conference all
participants were highly advised to do some initial background research to be able to fully
participate. The research continued throughout the session, and was one of the main tasks of the
Committee Work, as well as discussions and evaluation of the proposed solutions. An important
activity of Committee Work was preparing a resolution which is the main deliverable of the
conference,andis used to present the committee's workin front of other delegates.

The mostimportantpartofthe conference wasthe General Assembly. During the General Assembly
committees had a chance to present their resolutions and answer the questions proposed by the
members of other committees. This gave participants the chance for all participants to get a brief
insightin all problems and critically evaluate otherpeople'swork.

The main objectives of the project were to develop access to non-formal education for young
people.In order to facilitate the success of the event and to be able to critically evaluate the quality
ofthe event, three main objectives were identified:
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(1) Ensure a high level of preparedness for the General Assembly at the 17th National Conference of
the European Youth Parliamentin Latvia

(2) Enable each member to develop and test debating skills during the 17th National Assembly of
the European Youth Parliament in Latvia;

(3) Establish long-termfeedbackso thatthe knowledge gained,and the views developed during the
event can be further developed.

https://www.facebook.com/Nentspils19/?modal=admin_todo tour
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LITHUANIA - Think Fresh - Regional and National Conferences of European Youth
Parliament Lithuania

The project gathered approximately 150 young minds from across Europe and Lithuania to learn
aboutthe EuropeanUnion’s role in shaping the future of its citizens.

The project targeted two goals:

e toempower European youth by teaching them about their role in European law-making
and

e toteachthem howto best utilize their voice

It was achieved through two events; one which gatheredyoung mindsto learn about the EU’s role
in shaping the future of its citizens and the other through an event where participants assembled
to creatively solve theissues theywere given.

Website: http://eyp.It/It

Facebook: https//www.facebook.com/EYPLithuania
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LUXEMBOURG - As an EU citizen...
Organisation: Maisondes Jeunes Gasperich (Youth Club Gasperich)

Website: http://inter-actions.lu/type portfolio/maison-des-jeunes-de-gasperich
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Maison-de-Jeunes-Gasperich-304713013723527

As part of its youth work and more specifically to raise awareness of what European citizenship
means, Inter-Actions asbl’s Youth Club Gasperich has launched a project called ‘As an EU citizen....
Thisis an over-arching project which combines two individual projects with one single theme. The
aim is: firstly, to highlight the diverse cultural roots of Europe’s common history in the ‘Europe
Between the Lines’ project; and, secondly, to show, through Europe’s youth, the wealth of social
diversity which exists in the European Union through which its peoples are united. This second
projectis called “Just a Perfect Day”.
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MALTA - European Civic Education

European Civic Education is all about teaching young learners about the European Union,
what it is, how it affects their life and its benefits. This Programme has at its heart the
dissemination of information about the European Union with the ultimate aim of
promoting a more united and democratic Europe through education of the younger
generation.

Even though these sessions alone are not enough to fully showcase the importance and
benefits of the EU, they serve as a great steppingstone for the younger generation to feel
closerto the European Projectand hopefully spark an interestin European Affairs.

Moreover, this project proves to supplement the Maltese syllabi as there is lack of

knowledge concerning the European Union in Maltese Primary and Secondary schools.

Facebook: JEF Malta

27



THE EUROPEAN

CHARLEMAGN|
YOUTH PRIZE

2020

POLAND - Participation of first-time voters during European Parliament elections

The main motivation to undertake this project was to improve voter turnout during 2019 European
Parliament Elections, mostly among young people in Poland, especially among those who would
participatein the elections for the first time (as statedin the project title).

Nevertheless, we knew that values promoted in our project are both actual and important for any
EU country. That is why we decided to expand our field of project recipients also to an international
audience.

Our project consisted of 3lesser interrelated projects:

1. The scientific seminar, organised consequently everyyear by our organisation as a part of Global
Elections Day Celebration in February 2019; this year’s edition was focused on developing
knowledge about procedures and importance of the upcoming EU Parliament Elections and was
directedto almost 200 Polish high-school students - people who would be allowed to vote for the
very firsttime.

2. The project "My voice, Your choice, Our Europe” that consisted of two Social Media Video Spots:
the international one - in which students from different EU Countries, as volunteers, shared their
opinion about the importance of the EU Parliament Elections; and anotherone -directed mostly to
Polish audience. The International project was widely promoted in Social Media around the Europe.
Both video spots togetherreachedthe audience of approximately 16 000 people.

Links to the videos:

https://www.facebook.com/sknpwElektor/videos/2306988259556798

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z267HDXH6Q0qg

3.The 6th Edition of Scientific Conference "Challenges of modernelection law: European Parliament
Elections” in which we shared our observations, conclusions and opinions with representatives of
different academic institutions and election experts, about how to successfully improve the voter
turnout. The conference hosted almost 100 participants in total. More details about every part of
this project are listed in Long Description.

In total:

- Our project helped todevelop European Identityamong Polishyouth, by showing them how much
we owe to European Union and why it is important to actively participate in the European
Parliament Elections.

- Our actions addressed to international society show that no matter in which EU country you live
in, we all have common problems to face and the same responsibilities to take - that is why every
European citizen should participate in the European Parliament Elections.

- We managed to run avery complicated project basedonly on a voluntary work.
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- We managed to run a project in cooperation with young representatives of manyEuropean Union
Countries, such as: Italy, Romania, France, Germany, Spain or United Kingdom.

-We reached to the very big audience without spending any funds on marketing — over 300 hundred
spectators in person and over 16000 viewers online. We would also like to declare, that we were
neverawarded in any competition organised by the EU.

Facebook: www.facebook.com/sknpwElektor
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PORTUGAL - Coimbra 2019 - International Forum
Organization: European Youth Parliament Portugal - PEJ Portugal

In August 2019, the Portuguese city of Coimbra welcomed around 90 higher education
students from all over Europe. With the indispensable collaboration of numerous European
volunteers, this event counted with the participation of around 140 youngsters, in total.

Under the topic “Past the Present: a Strategic Agenda for 2030”, this international forum
aimedto give its participants the unique opportunity to contribute to the position of youth
in the discussion of concrete measurestobe implementedinthe mostvaried European and
global issues. In addition, it created an opportunity for participants to get to know other
culturesand create bonds with people from all participating countries.

During these days, participants were invited to enjoy a program full of debate and space for
a constant exchange of ideas, as well as moments of cultural sharing and exchange. In the
end, everyone showed a marked improvement in their ability to work under pressure,
manage deadlines, mediate conflictsand achieve goals as members of multicultural teams,
develop logical reasoning and defend them eloquently.

As with all events promoted by the European Youth Parliament Portugal, the session had
English as its working language and featured moments of Team Building, Commission Work
and General Assembly. The European Youth Parliament Portugal (EYP Portugal) is one of 40
organisations that exist across Europe and that, together, form the European Youth
Parliament (EYP). EYP Portugal isan independent, non-partisanand non-profit organisation,
managed by young people on a voluntary basis. With objectives in the area of education,
its missionisto develop young people'sinterestinpolitical and social discussion, as well as
in the democratic decision-making process.

Website: www.pejportugal.com
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EYPPortugal/

Other social media: https://www.instagram.com/eyp.portugal/
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ROMANIA -Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration
Organization: Romanian Children’s Board

“We, children, represent 20 percent of the total of EU citizens. One cannot ignore such a
substantial proportion of the population in the decision-making process,” those are the
words of Rares;a member of the Romanian Children’s Board, who initiated the “Bucharest
EU Children’s Declaration”, the first child-led manifesto of its kind in the world.

Through this document, children and youth are urging European leaders to consult and
involve them when making decisions that regard their future, be it on environment, on

education or on the community they livein.

“Make child participationa priorityand a reality”, reads the document. Developedduring a
period of 5 months, the processfor the “Bucharest EU Children’s Declaration” started back
in January 2019, when during online and offline workshops, the Romanian Children’s Board
put together the preliminaryversion.

Afterwards, the document had beendisseminated across Europe, for supportand feedback
from children and adolescents from all over Europe, including child rights experts from
different institutions and international organizations.

After thirty years that have passed since the Convention on the Rights of the Child was
adopted byall EU countries, the Children’s Board used these months to highlight and push
the agenda forward regarding the application of Article 12, which stipulates the right of all
children to be heard and have their views considered in accordance with their age and
maturity.

One of the key messages:” We should all have the right to participate, regardless of age,
gender, origin, ethnicity,and ability. We should be learning how to be inclusive and support
each otherin an environment that is prepared to listen to all children and youth.” aims to
transpose the voice of 1 in5 European citizensintoa tangible call fora renewal of the policy-
making process when itcomesto the perspective of children’s voices.

Through the Declaration we commend any authority at community, regional, national or
EU level willing to seek our opinions, but our desires go forward, to providing all children
with the possibility of being part of a process that is structured, continuous, meaningful,
respectful and protective of our rights, valuesand, most importantly, our input.
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Through this important document we are asking that child participation becomes a
horizontal principle guidingthe investments made by the EU. We stand for participation, as
we believe that this is one of the ways to make us better citizens in a better and inclusive
Europe.

“We are more than our ad hoc presence at public events and the nice pictures of us smiling
together with decision makers”.

That was the motto that guided the adaptation of the Declaration at the end of the
“Children's Participation in Decision-Making and Policy-Making at European Union level”
international conference, organized in Bucharest on 6th and 7th of May, 2019.

More than 60 children from 16 countries across the EU and representatives took part.

Website: https://www.unicef.org/romania/bucharest-eu-childrens-declaration

Facebook:
https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story fbid=10157178238884788&id=333606539787
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SLOVAKIA - MEMS Slovakia

MEMS Slovakia was a part of the Pan-European project My Europe My Say, which was organized by
the world scout organization WOSM and the European Students’ Forum AEGEE, supported by the
Erasmus+programme.

MEMS Slovakia was actively participating and implementing the project’sidea in Slovakia. The main
objective was to motivate people to vote in the forthcoming election to the European Parliament,
as the participation was the lowest from all EU countries in all previous elections since Slovakia
becameamember.

It focused on expanding the youth’sknowledge about the EU, motivating them to be active citizens,
raising the interestin politics in their community and generally, and leading them towards critical
thinking.

The organization covering this project in Slovakia is the national scout organization Scouting
Slovakia, which has over 7000 members.This makesit one of the biggest educational organizations
for childrenand youth in Slovakia. Its aim is to lead youth towards personal development, progress
and acquiring moral values usingthe so-called scout educational method.

The MEMS Slovakia project was active for 4 months, during which we were trying to spread
awareness with the use of discussions, articles, competitions, activities for the public, programme
forscouts etc.

We also cooperated with the ThisTimelamVoting initiative, which was running under the auspices
of the European Commission representation in Slovakia. By our project we affected more than 19
000 people, it hadimpact on all regions of Slovakia, in accordance with the nationwide operations
of Scouting Slovakia.

Website: www.skauting.sk

Facebook: https//www.facebook.com/slovensky.skauting
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SLOVENIA - Ljubljana 2019 - 5th National Selection Conference of EYP Slovenia

Drustvo Evropski mladinski parlament Slovenije (EMPS) is the Slovenian branch of a Europe-wide
network called the European Youth Parliament (EYP). EMPS is a non-governmental, non-partisan
and non-profit Slovenian youth organisation, officially founded in 2012. It is led by young people for
young people as a non-formal educational platform. Through its annual activities - conferences,
volunteer training events and informal gatherings - it promotes democracy, shapes active young
citizens who are interested in current worldwide affairs and provides young people with the
opportunity to shape their own personal opinions on important matters and develop themselves
and their personal skills.

The aforementioned events bring togetheryoung Europeans between the ages of 15 and 25 from
different European countries and reach more than 600 youngsters annually.Allevents are planned,
organised and managed solely by young volunteers who aim to provide their peers with the best
possible experience of a non-formal educational programme without receiving any financial
payment themselves.

Participants at our events, who are mainly high schooland university students, are divided into
international working groups, where they discuss, debate and seek for solutions to currentissues
Europe is facing. EMPS organises its events all over Slovenia with the view of reaching as many
young people as possible as inclusion is a very importantpillar of our organisation.

The European Youth Parliamentis a unique educational platform that empowers young people
from across Europe to be open minded, active citizens. It provides participants with a forum to
develop and express their opinions on a wide range of topics. By bringing young people from
different backgrounds closertogether, it also promotesintercultural dialogue and exchange.

Through our activities, our EYP participants and volunteers are equipped with the knowledge and
skills to positively shape the world aroundthem. The EYP network has an open, safe and welcoming
environment -run by young people, for young people. Offeringa range of non-formaland peered
educationalactivities, the EYP providesyoung people with the space togrow, learnvarious skills, as
well as to take responsibility for themselves and for others.

Every year, more than 3500 young volunteersimplement EYP activities across Europe, acting as
moderators, organisers and facilitators during events. Moreover, young people jointly steer our
organisation atlarge and shape the future of the programme. The main activities of the European
Youth Parliament are “sessions”.
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These events bring together over 30000 young people per year to discuss, build mutual
understanding, andgain expertise. EYP sessionsvary in length, from two hours to ten days. Debates
cover a wide range of topics often related to international politics or human rights, but also
including fields such as climate change, health and energy.

https://eyp.org

https://www.facebook.com/eypslovenia/

https://www.facebook.com/ljubljana2019

https://twitter.com/eypslovenia?lang=en

https://www.instagram.com/eypslovenia
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SPAIN - EUducation: A Different Approach

Our project goes beyondtraditional theoreticalapproachesin orderto reach the teenagers who will
shapethefuture of Europein ways that exciteand engage them. Itis based on theidea that ‘when
oneteaches, twolearn’and, as aresult, is led by our Junior Ambassadors.

From what they learn in expert talks, workshopsand class, theyare able to project the idea that the
EU matters in their lives by developinginnovativeactivities that engage their peersin a cooperative
andactive way, examples being;an escaperoom, a flashmob,a MEU and an art contest.

We believe this project is being highly effectivein raising interest in Europe within our community.
Part ofan ongoing programme, it targets all year levels and goes well beyond the walls of our school
thanks to the website, social networks, radio programsand etwinning projects.

Website: https://ambassadorsfalla.wixsite.com/ourproject

Facebook: Ambassadors Falla
Twitter: @ambassadorfalla

Instagram: @ambassadorsfalla
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SWEDEN - Youth conferences of EYP Sweden

Starting spring 2019 and continuing until spring of 2020 the organisation European Youth
Parliament (EYP) Sweden arranges the project “Youth conferences of EYP Sweden” to
educate young swedes and Europeans in European politics and to let them debate real
political issues of today.

The aim of the projectis to create a platform for Swedish and invited youth from other
European countries to learnabout the EU and debate issues that the EU are working on. The
projectis also a platform for young people to explore their opinions and try them out in a
setting of cultural exchange.

The goal of the projectis to help developing active young European citizens. We believe
that through intercultural dialogue, debating European issues of today and to learn more
about Europe and European politics we can help shaping the leaders of tomorrow and get
more young people totake an active role in politics and democracy.

Four regional conferences in four different cities in Sweden were held throughout
November2019 and a big national conference (with international delegates) will be heldin
March 2020.

All the conferencesare for youth by youth, meaning that all volunteers and all the planning
is done by young Europeans. The conferences are a simulation of the work of the European
Parliament. The young participants are mixedinto groups that representactual committees
of the parliament.

Each committee works on a specific political issue relating to for example climate,
democracy, youth participation and social justice. The goal is for the committee to write a
resolution on their academic topic. On the last day of the conference, there is a General
Assemblywhere each resolutionis debated and voted on.

The academic work is mixed with fun, informal activities with the goal to create a European
community through cultural exchange. Eurovillage is a concept where delegates and
volunteers are asked to bring food from their country and where the participantsare given
the opportunity to mingle and have fun.
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The conferences give the delegates a network of people all over Europe and hopefully
friends for life. Each conferenceis planned and carried out by young projectleaders with a
team of organisers.

At the conferences, young volunteers from all over Europe is leading the committees, the
debatesand external communication.In total, the five conferences have 250 delegates and
50 international young volunteers. Five organising teams of in total 40 young people
planned and carried out the conferences. 32 European political issues are debated and 32
resolutions are written.

In sum, the project “Youth conferences of EYP Sweden” is a platform for young Europeans
to meet and explore their opinions on different political issues of today in a setting of
cultural exchange.

Through international cooperation we want to foster a European community of young
people and give them a network all over our continent.

Website: https://eup.se/

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/rseypsweden/

https://www.facebook.com/eupsverige/

Other social media: @eupsverige at Instagram

38


https://eup.se/
https://www.facebook.com/rseypsweden/
https://www.facebook.com/eupsverige/

THE EUROPEAN

CHARLEMAGN|
YOUTH PRIZE

2020

THE NETHERLANDS - European Deaf Youth Capital 2019
In 2019, Groningen is European Deaf Youth Capital!

In 2015, the European Union of the Deaf Youth (EUDY) introduced the European Deaf Youth
Capital (EDYC).

The purpose was to publicise local youth clubs for the deaf and to familiarise deaf young
peopleinEurope with those clubs.

Previously, activities were always organised at European or national level. Now local youth
clubsfor the deaf have a chance to show what their towns have to offer!

For a particular period, their town is a European hub: European deaf young people opt to
follow a programme and to exchange knowledge and experience withthem.

In 2018, the local youth club for the deaf in Groningen volunteered to organise EDYC for
2019.

The slogan of EDYC 2019is short and to the point: Nothing beats deaf. It is derived from the
slogan adopted by the city of Groningen: Nothing beats Groningen.

By means of this slogan we wanted to highlight the abilities of deaf young people as
trainers, entrepreneurs, travellers, role models, stars and many other things besides.

On the basis of the slogan, a programme was drawn up which was very varied and had
something to offer to everybody who was interestedin visiting Groningen, whatever their
age.

Our deaf role models were takenfrom all corners of Europe, they were role models for other
visitors, and EDYC was an ideal opportunity for these role models to network with one
another.

Website:www.edyc2019.com

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EDYC2019

https://www.instagram.com/edyc2019
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UNITED KINGDOM -The Futureis Europe - Madeleina Kay

In 2019 | completed a tour of the EU28, promoting the hashtag #TheFutureisEurope. The outcomes
from my project include a book and a 42-minute documentary, both titled ‘The Future is Europe’,
and a musicvideo called ‘Always onthe Road".

The aim of my ‘EU Supergirl Tour’ project was to achieve the European Cultural Foundation (ECF)'s
mission statement, to’promote a European sentiment’and to tell the story of the activists across the
EU who are fighting for the future of Europe. My ‘EU Supergirl Tour’ project was funded by a
combination of a grant awarded by the ECF and crowdfunding. Additional time was given
voluntarily to produce the book and documentary after the tour was completed. In total, | raised
£7488 through crowdfunding to support the projectand the printing of the book manuscript.The
ECF awarded mea‘Democracy Needs Imagination’ grant to fund travel to the EU28in thefinal year
of the UK’s membership, to speak and perform at canvassing events before the European
Parliamentary electionsand join other pro EU protests and actions.

| have spoken and/or performed protest songsat events, promoting a positive message about the
EU and discuss the lessons Europe must learn from Brexit to combat therise in populism across its
member states. At these events | have also filmed interviews with other activists, discussing their
actions fighting for the future of Europe, which were shared on my social media and included in my
documentary.

| wroteand recorded a song, titled ‘Always on the Road' expressing a pro-European sentiment, and
celebrating the joys and importance of travelling. The music video, filmed by Jeff Kew in Brussels,
achieved over 300K views on Twitter and was featured on Sky News in August, when | was
interviewed about my tour.

‘The Future is Europe’ book includes my sketches and illustrations which were made during my
travels across theEU28, alongside some reflective writingson Brexit and the future of Europe.

The artwork depicts the cultural diversityand beauty of architecture and landscapesacross Europe
which citizens must learn to cherish and celebrate. The book also includes photography of the
“unheard conversations” which occur on Europe’s streets and public spaces, and photomontages
celebrating the activists who are standing up for the future of Europe. The book has been received
into the collections at the House of European History'in Brussels.

40



THE EUROPEAN

CHARLEMAGN|
YOUTH PRIZE

2020

The documentary which accompaniesthe book tells the story of activists across Europe fighting for
its future. It features the pro and anti-Brexit protests in the UK, and interviews with activists from a
variety of organisations and movements.

| also recorded selfie-cam videos during my tour, highlightingthe benefits of an integrated Europe.
The documentary was screened at the “Grassroots for Europe” conference in Westminster on
25/01/2020.

My oil painting titled 'European Integration2'is a project outcome which depicts my vision for the
future of Europe.

Website: www.madeleinakay.com

Facebook: https//www.facebook.com/MadeleinaKay/

Twitter: https://twitter.com/MadeleinaKay

Other social media: https://www.instagram.com/madeleina_kay/

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-y-GLehy1Yzj5akKZftvo A

https://soundcloud.com/madeleina-kay
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