
   

Statement on the political crisis in Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) and call for a 
value based EU approach  

We, Members of the European Parliament, firmly condemn the ongoing dangerous 
and divisive actions by the Serb Member of the BiH Presidency, Milorad Dodik, which 
amount to a deliberate attempt to undermine the sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina as well as its constitutional order and other provisions of the 
Dayton Peace Agreement (DPA). They therefore pose a direct security threat. 

Since the former High Representative for BiH Valentin Inzko’s lawful decision on 
enacting the law on amendment to the Criminal Code of Bosnia and Herzegovina in 
July 2021 and the ensuing boycott of official state institutions by political actors in 
Republika Srpska, Mr Dodik has pursued his secessionist agenda with ever increasing 
vigour and defiance. The 10 December 2021 conclusions of the Republika Srpska 
National Assembly (RSNA) on the withdrawal from vital state institutions, the 
provocative military parades on 9 January, the so-called “Republika Srpska Day” 
which the Constitutional Court of BiH already twice declared unconstitutional, as well 
as the threats and provocations and intimidation of Bosniaks in numerous cities in 
Republika Srpska prior to and surrounding the 9 January celebrations, are recent 
examples of these dangerous actions, which threaten not only the peaceful future of 
BiH, but also regional and Europe-wide security. This requires among other 
precautionary measures an enhanced capacity of the deployed EUFOR Althea 
presence on the ground in BiH. 

In the region the credibility and political authority of the EU as such is at stake. We 
therefore urge the Commission and the EEAS to finally abandon their longstanding 
non-conclusive appeasement strategy towards Dodik; Rewarding secessionist and 
divisive policies sends a devastatingly wrong signal to BiH politicians, citizens and the 
whole region. It is high time for a more firm, clear and credible approach, based on 
democracy, the rule of law, as well as the 14 key priorities for the country to fulfil in 
order to be recommended for opening of EU accession negotiations. 

We also call on the Council and EU Member States to follow the example set by the 
United States, which recently decided to renew and strengthen targeted sanctions 
against Milorad Dodik, unless he immediately annuls the RSNA conclusions of 10 
December, starts to fully respect the DPA, territorial integrity and sovereignty of BiH, 
by returning to participating to and de-blocking work of the BiH state institutions, as 
well as refraining from undertaking any further secessionist or divisive activities. 
Others should also be sanctioned for their destabilizing and corrupt activities which 
undermine the Dayton Peace Agreement.  

The implementation of all EU funded projects and assistance for and within 
Republika Srpska (RS), including macro financial assistance and IPA III funding, 
should be subject to thorough reconsideration as a matter of urgency, with a view to 
immediately freezing direct and indirect funding that would benefit the authorities of 
this entity. This would be in line with the recent European Court of Auditors (EcA) 



   
report1, which calls for more efficient and targeted use of funds, with greater level of 
conditionality.  
 

The EU and the international community must ensure that free, fair and democratic 
elections will take place in October 2022, so that the citizens of BiH can decide on 
their future and future representatives. This requires that an integrity package is 
adopted to prevent fraud or corruption, that the necessary funding is made available 
and that political attempts to prevent the elections from taking place are firmly 
rejected. To achieve this, it is necessary for the Commission and EEAS to fully 
support and closely cooperate with the Office of the High Representative (OHR).  

Lastly, in view of the current internal threats, we emphasise the need to use and 
respect the current infrastructure of the DPA to enable BiH taking a next step 
towards Brussels. We therefore urge the EU to express full and strong support to the 
OHR and his entire mandate in BiH as the competent authority to oversee the 
implementation of civilian aspects of the DPA, resolutely defending him against 
public attacks on his authority by Dodik, Serbia, the Russian Federation and other 
actors.  

We strongly believe that this much-needed renewed approach, fresh impetus and 
strong resolve is necessary to overcome the current deadlock and work towards a full-
fledged democracy and truly inclusive society, where all citizens - regardless of their 
religious, ethnic or other affiliations or lack thereof - can live together in harmony. A 
fully democratic and functional Bosnia and Herzegovina is the only way forward to 
start effectively addressing the urgent socio-economic problems that have been left 
festering for too long, and to work towards a prosperous future for Bosnia and 
Herzegovina within the EU. 
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1 European Court of Auditors Special report 2022 - 01: “EU support for the rule of law in the Western Balkans: 
despite efforts, fundamental problems persist” 



   
 


