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Europe is once again at a decision point. We are at a moment in time when the choices we 
make now will define us. We did not invite this moment, we did not provoke this moment, 
but we must face it.  

We must face a world that is changing, that is different and that pushes Europe to change with 
it. We must adapt to this new reality and ensure that our systems are capable of the resilience 
that is required. To do that we must remain together, we must remain united and resist the 
easy temptation to go at it alone for short-term gain. That means that the sacrifices we must 
bear must be shared.  

The bigger picture is something we cannot lose sight of. We all have to give a little, in order 
for us all to gain a lot.  

The real question we face is one of political will and political courage. Do we give our 
European project the tools it needs to face this new world? Or do we sit back while the 
fringes on our political spectrum take over the centre?  

It is not easy. The pressure on all of us is enormous, but my point remains that we can carry it 
better if we all do so together. We cannot be afraid to reform. What works for EU27 will not 
work EU33. 

The escalation of the brutal, illegal, unjustifiable, invasion of Ukraine by Russia worries us 
all. The annexation of Ukrainian territories, after a series of sham referenda, is another move 
designed by Russia hoping we will blink first. We cannot.  

The horrors we have witnessed in the towns and villages liberated by Ukraine shows how 
much we must continue to support them. The Ukrainian counteroffensive this month proves 
once again that that our strategy of supplying advanced weaponry and military intelligence to 
Ukraine is the only way to stop the invasion.   

However, we are not yet there. 

Ukrainians need to be able to defend themselves. In this new, more dangerous phase of war, 
they need the heavy armour that will allow them to push back. 

Because only if Ukraine is able to defend itself will we ever be able to be in a position to 
push for peace - a real peace - not a false one forced through blackmail.  



And with our push for peace there must be a push for justice. A push for accountability for 
the numerous, documented, war crimes committed on European soil. It is time for all of us to 
support  a special international tribunal to hold every single perpetrator to account for their 
crimes. This is important - for all the broken families and broken lives to call a semblance of 
justice, and as a warning to the world that these crimes can never be committed with 
impunity.  

On sanctions: they are working. The cost to Russia is huge. I know they are not without 
critics, but I ask then, if not this, then what? Do we turn away as a sovereign nation is 
invaded? As territories are annexed? As pipelines are mysteriously targeted? My answer and 
that of the European parliament is clear: we should go further. A new package of sanctions is 
our response, part of our defence.  

And I know that we can do so in a way that preserves our unity and that puts the costs on 
Russia. It is essential that we do not break the bond between us and that any loopholes are 
closed.  

The escalation by Russia also makes it all the more important for us to secure our critical 
infrastructure to counter further attacks and hybrid attacks in particular. The war is entering a 
new phase - and in this respect, it is imperative that we understand the level at which States 
like the Baltics, Sweden, Finland, Denmark are exposed. Member States need the full and 
unequivocal support of the EU. 

And here I must mention Moldova and the very real, very present dangers they are facing 
both financially and politically.  
  
Moldova and Ukraine need to continue on the road to EU Membership, and we need to keep 
preparing the ground for enlargement, for the Western Balkans, for Georgia. And if we are to 
remain credible, we also need to move forward on Schengen accession for Bulgaria, for 
Romania and now for Croatia. It is in that context that the European Political Community can 
work best.  

On energy:  On 30 September energy ministers agreed on a set of proposals, including 
demand reductions on electricity, a cap on market revenues on infra-marginal electricity 
producers and solidarity levy for fossil fuel sector. But, more needs to and can be done. There 
is no time to lose. As co-legislators, we must respond now. We need a strong signal of unity. 

This is why the European Parliament has called for an EU bloc-wide gas price cap. It is 
essential for the EU to speak in one voice. The current mix of often incompatible measures 
taken at national level is not sustainable in the medium or long term.  



We cannot outbid each other. There are many energy companies, including state owned, that 
are making huge profits on this market speculation. Excess profits should be  directed to 
alleviate the situation facing households, SMEs and industries struggling with skyrocketing 
bills. My proposal is that we learn from the pandemic – and , like with vaccines, we negotiate 
as a block and stop the price speculation, partly caused by own actions.  

We need better, more regular cooperation between States on long-term gas prices. We must 
future-proof markets. Spring will be here soon, and our gas storages will need refilling.  By 
then we must be in a situation where we can buy reasonably priced gas from reliable partners. 

Internally, the interconnections within the EU of our energy grid is essential. This is critically 
important for Portugal, Spain or Italy. The energy union should finally become a reality and 
the link between Bulgaria and Greece is a welcome step in this regard.  

The European Parliament stands ready to act swiftly as we have always done. 

This is all the more important as we need to find a workable compromise that will effectively 
stop the current hikes in energy prices and I want to commend the European Commission’s 
leadership on this issue. And rest assured the Parliament will play its part on RePower EU 
and whenever we are called upon.  

War, and energy prices have meant inflation and rising costs. Inflation is one of our main 
short-term challenges. In September it reached 10% in the Euro area. That is not sustainable.  

People expect us to respond and we must be able to do that. Together.  

Every solution comes with a price tag. Let’s be honest about that. We need to ensure our 
budgets are fit for purpose and not shy away from a revision of the MFF where this is needed. 
We have to move faster on Own Resources, we need our own sustainable revenue streams. 
This is a new world that requires new approaches.  We have to stay the course here too.   

Solidarity and coordination go hand in hand - again the big picture matters: Energy crises and 
inflation will also impact our financial sector – which means that if we are not able to 
respond critical problems could quickly spill over to our employment and housing sectors.  
My point is that we must be careful to avoid the creation of spending policies that will serve 
to fuel inflation themselves. Our Social market model can adapt, we do have ways to adjust. 
We need regulatory solutions.  

Europe has done a lot. But there is no time for complacency. We will be called upon to do yet 
more. And when we are at a point when war fatigue sets in, when poll numbers and op-eds 
become harder to read, that is when we need to dig deeper and find the resilience we need.  



There are no simple answers, there are no guarantees.  But I am convinced that we are up to 
it. That we can find the answers to the questions that our people demand from us. That 
whatever is thrown at us next, we can face it better when we are together. 

The European Parliament is ready to stand up jointly with the Institutions and Member States 
to meet this challenge. When you needed the Parliament we were ready and able to act and to 
act fast.  

We will be there and stay there as long as it take. MEPs reflect the debates in Member States, 
we can help not only through legislation but to bring the message of Europe home.   

I am convinced that together we can see all this through and come out stronger.  

  


