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Press Kit for  

Press Seminar on “Safeguarding Media Freedom: the role of the 
European Union”  

and for Daphne Caruana Galizia Prize 
 

Seminar on Safeguarding Media Freedom 
Wednesday, 19 October 2022, 15:00 - 17:30 
Strasbourg - Room WEISS R5.1-- Webstream 

#MediaFreedom 
 

Prize Award Ceremony Daphne Caruana Galizia 
Wednesday 19 October 2022, 18:30 - 19:30 

Strasbourg - Daphne Caruana Galizia Press Room - Webstream 
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 Background  
 Useful links 
 Biographies 

 

BACKGROUND 
 
The European Parliament has repeatedly advocated for press freedom and media pluralism 
in the EU and beyond. Situation is deteriorating dramatically, especially in some parts of 
Europe, concretely in relation with the war in Ukraine.  
 
European Media Freedom Act 
In November 2021, Parliament adopted a resolution on strengthening media freedom and 
pluralism in the EU and called for new rules to protect journalists from being silenced. MEPs 
acknowledge that the new digital environment has exacerbated the problem of the spread 
of disinformation. In another report adopted in March 2022, Parliament’s special 
committee on foreign interference in the EU urged the EU to create a common strategy to 
face foreign interference and disinformation campaigns and called for more support to 
independent media, fact checkers and researchers. 
On 16 September 2022, the European Commission presented a proposal for a European 
Media Freedom Act. 
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Prize Award Ceremony Daphne Caruana Galizia 
Wednesday 19 October 2022, 18:30 - 19:30 
Strasbourg - Daphne Caruana Galizia Press Room 
Webstream 
 
Daphne Caruana Galizia Prize 
Launched in 2021, the Prize rewards on a yearly basis outstanding journalism that 
promotes or defends the core principles and values of the European Union such as human 
dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, rule of law, and human rights. The award ceremony 
takes place each year around 16 October coinciding with the anniversary of the 
assassination of Daphne Caruana Galizia.  
The Prize is open to professional journalists and teams of professional journalists of any 
nationality to submit in-depth pieces that have been published or broadcast by media 
based in one of the 27 European Union Member States. The aim is to support and highlight 
the importance of professional journalism in safeguarding freedom, and equality.  
Journalists were able to submit their article(s) online until 31 July 2022, 12 PM (CET). An 
independent jury composed of representatives of the press and civil society from the 27 
European member states and representatives of the main European Associations of 
Journalism choses the winning entry. The prize and the €20 000 prize money demonstrates 
the European Parliament’s strong support for investigative journalism and the importance 
of free press. Over the last few years, Parliament has warned about attempts both in the EU 
and beyond to undermine media pluralism. MEPs have denounced the attacks on 
journalists, particularly from politicians, and called on the Commission to table legislation 
against abusive lawsuits. On 27 April, a proposal was announced to tackle malicious 
litigation against journalists and activists. 
 
Who was Daphne Caruana Galizia? 
Daphne Caruana Galizia was a Maltese journalist, blogger and anti-corruption activist who 
reported extensively on corruption, money laundering, organised crime, sale of citizenship 
and the Maltese government’s links to the Panama Papers. Following harassment and 
threats, she was murdered in a car bomb explosion on 16 October 2017. The outcry over 
the authorities’ handling of her murder investigation ultimately prompted the resignation 
of Prime Minister Joseph Muscat. Critical of failings in the investigation, in December 2019, 
MEPs called on the European Commission to take action. 
Media freedom in Malta remains under pressure as journalists continue to face challenges 
in access to information and face Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participation (SLAPPs). 
Her family inherited several lawsuits still pending against Caruana Galizia.  
Meanwhile, Malta vows to protect press freedom in its constitution. The pledge, made by 
the authorities on Wednesday (28.9.2022) as a part of a raft of media reforms prompted by 
the murder of journalist Daphne Caruana Galizia in 2017, additionally consists of a promise 
to enshrine the safety of journalists’ sources within the constitution. Crimes against 
journalists due to their work will bring even harsher sentences. Source link 
 
Finalists of the 2022 Edition of the Daphne Caruana Galizia Prize 
 

 Agricoltori a rischio: il mito dei dispositivi di protezione contro i pesticidi   
 Irpimedia, Italy 

 20 ans après la guerre, Moscou traque toujours les Tchétchènes en Europe 
 Le Point International, France 

 Rechtsextremismus: Als Lukas F. eine Bombe in Deutschland zündet, ist er 16 Jahre 
alt 
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 Welt, Germany 
 Un scandale financier luxembourgeois menace Orpea 

 Mediapart, France 
 A ‘Bloody’ Trade: Inside the Murky Supply Chain Bringing Syrian Phosphates Into 

Europe 
 OCCRP, various countries 

 Notizen aus Griechenland: Pressefreiheit in Gefahr 
 BR24, Germany 

 La discarica della vergogna 
 Meridianoitalia.tv, Italy 

 China Science Investigation  
 Follow the Money, Netherlands 

 Centrafrique : le soft power russe: Comment la Centrafrique est devenue le 
laboratoire de la propagande russe en Afrique 

 ARTE/Le Monde, France 
 The Recovery Files 

 Follow the Money, Netherlands 
 «Думаешь, я этого хочу? Я больной. Я ненормальный» Российские солдаты 

насиловали женщин и убивали мужчин в мирном селе под Киевом. 
Расследование «Медузы» 

 Meduza, Latvia 
 
 
Anti-Slapp Conference 
The day after of the seminar, under the patronage of the European Parliament, the 
European Centre for Press and Media Freedom is organising in the Council of Europe a 
European Anti-Slapp Conference. Check the website for more information and for 
inscriptions:  https://anti-slapp-con.ecpmf.eu/  
 
 
 
USEFUL LINKS 

 European Media Freedom Act: Commission proposes rules to protect media 

pluralism and independence in the EU (Press release, 16 September 2022) 

 EU rules needed against abusive lawsuits targeting critical voices (Press 

release, 11 November 2021) 

 Strengthening Media Freedom: the Protection of Journalists in Europe, Hate 

Speech, Disinformation and the Role of Platforms (European Parliament 

resolution, 25 November 2020) 

 European Parliament, Media Action Plan: Policy Recommendations (Briefing, 

May 2021) 

 European Parliament, Media Action Plan: Key challenges related to media 

pluralism, media freedom and democracy (Briefing, May 2021) 
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 European Parliament, Europe’s media in the digital decade: An action plan to 

support recovery and transformation in the news media sector (Study May 

2021) 

 Special Committee on Foreign Interference in all Democratic Processes in the 

European Union, including Disinformation (overview) 

 Foreign interference in all democratic processes in the European Union, 

including disinformation  (Procedure file)  

 EU must prepare better to fight off foreign interference and disinformation 

(Press Release, 9 March 2022) 

 
SEMINAR SPEAKERS’ BIOGRAPHIES  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Roberta METSOLA, President of the European Parliament 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pina PICIERNO, Vice-President of the European Parliament 
 

 
 
 
TO BE CONFIRMED 
 
 
 
 
 
Věra JOUROVÁ, Vice-President of the European Commission 
for Values and Transparency. 
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Dunja MIJATOVIČ, Council of Europe Commissioner for Human 
Rights 
 

 
 
 
 
Matthew CARUANA GALIZIA, Matthew Caruana Galizia is the 
director of the Daphne Caruana Galizia Foundation. The 
Foundation exists to continue working on the case around the 
killing of his mother, Daphne Caruana Galizia, who was 
assassinated in 2017 following her investigations into 
corruption in Malta. Since then, Matthew and his family have 
worked tirelessly to tackle impunity and to unveil the truth 
about Daphne’s death. 

 
 
TO BE CONFIRMED 
 
 
 
Dmitry MURATOV, 2021 Nobel Peace Prize-winning co-
founder and editor-in-chief of Novaya Gazeta (1995 - 2017), 
Russia’s oldest and only independent news outlet. Six of the 
newspaper’s journalists have been murdered because they 
wrote critical articles on Russian military operations in 
Chechnya and the Caucasus. The best known of them is Anna 
Politkovskaya. As editor-in-chief Mr Muratov has on several 
occasions criticised Russia’s annexation of Crimea in 2014 and 
the government’s use of military force, both in and outside 
Russia. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kirill MARTYNOV, Editor-in-chief Novaya Gazeta Europe, co-
founder in Free Moscow University. 
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Maurizio MOLINARI, Editor-in-chief of the Italian daily 
news La Repubblica and the former Editor-in-chief at La 
Stampa. During his career Molinari worked as a diplomatic 
correspondent as well as covered the conflicts in the 
Balkans, Middle East and Horn of Africa. The long list of 
world leaders he interviewed includes the likes of Barrack 
Obama, Tayyip Erdogan, Colonel Qaddafi or Kofi Annan. 
Molinari is an author of 24 Books on foreign policy 
including the well-known ‘The Caliphate of Terror’. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Maria EFROSININA, professionally known as Masha 
Efrosinina, is a Ukrainian Television host, media personality 
and activist. She hosted the 50th edition of the Eurovision 
Song Contest. In 2018, Masha became the United Nations 
Population Fund Goodwill Ambassador; and she is 
cofounder of the @charity_weekend. Her instagram 
account counts with more than 2 million followers. 
 


