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JINGLE to open podcast 

VOICE 1 

You’re listening to the European Parliamentary Research Service podcast on 

‘Establishing a skills guarantee’. 

VOICE 2 

New times mean new jobs and these mean new skills… but are Europeans in tune 

with the new challenges? The answer is NOT ALL… Stay with us and we’ll share 

with you the Commission’s plans for a skills guarantee and the Parliament’s take on 

it. 

JINGLE to recognise the start of the podcast content part 

VOICE 1 

Unbelievable as it may seem, close to 70 million European adults lack basic reading 

and writing skills. And even more can’t do basic calculations or use a computer… 

VOICE 2 

Without these skills it’s difficult for them to find a job, and they’re at higher risk of 

poverty and social exclusion.  

VOICE 1 

At the same time, more than 30% of European employers find it hard to recruit 

workers with the skills they need. 
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VOICE 2 

So to tackle this skills mismatch - and as part of the New Skills Agenda for Europe - 

the Commission is proposing a skills guarantee to help low-skilled adults acquire 

basic literacy, numeracy and digital skills and complete their secondary education.  

 

VOICE 1 

This would happen in 3 main steps. First, participants would need to see which skills 

they lack. Secondly, educational programmes and training to acquire those skills 

would need to be set up, and finally the new skills would need to be recognized.  

 

VOICE 2 

But how will it work? 

 

VOICE 1 

Well, the Commission should support Member States in implementing and 

monitoring the Skills Guarantee, and financial support could come from the 

European Social Fund, Erasmus Plus, or from the EU Programme for Employment 

and Social Innovation, to mention a few. 

 

VOICE 2 

However, as there is no single route to upskilling, the European Parliament insists on 

the need to remain flexible and involve the social partners, education and training 

providers as well as local and regional authorities in the programme. 

 

VOICE 1 

To the European Parliament, upskilling is crucial to beat unemployment and social 

exclusion and to increase Europe’s competitiveness. So since 2006, it has made 

several recommendations to promote lifelong learning.  

 

VOICE 2 

On the skills guarantee, the Parliament has asked the Commission to clarify a few 

points… For instance, how does it plan to involve and support Member States? What 



role will the social partners be allowed to play? And where exactly will the money 

come from? 

 

VOICE 1 

These and other questions will be discussed during next week’s plenary session in 

Strasbourg.  

 

VOICE 2 

You are listening to the European Parliamentary Research Service podcasts. 
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