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JINGLE to open podcast 

VOICE 1 

You’re listening to the European Parliamentary Research Service podcast on new 

national emission ceilings for air pollutants. 

 

VOICE 2 

It’s a well-known killer, and a heavy burden for national health budgets as well. If you 

haven’t guessed yet, we’re talking about air pollution! It’s a tough enemy to beat, but 

EU institutions are pushing for a review of national emission ceilings in order to curb 

pollution levels. Will the Parliament’s plenary go along with the proposals? Join us on 

this podcast! 

 

JINGLE to recognise the start of the podcast content part 

 

VOICE 1 

Despite improvements in recent decades, air pollution in Europe remains a serious 

threat to human health and the environment. 

 

VOICE 2 

Particulate matter from car emissions, power plants and industrial processes, kills 

more than 400.000 European citizens every year. 
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VOICE 1 

And generate a total health-related bill that ranges from 330 to 940 billion Euros per 

year in the EU!  

 

VOICE 2 

The European Union has put in place legislation setting national emission ceilings 

and limit values for the atmospheric concentration of major air pollutants such as 

nitrogen oxides, sulfur dioxide, ammonia and volatile organic compounds, but more 

efforts are needed if we are to win this fight. 

 

VOICE 1 

So in 2013, the Commission reavealed plans to update the current rules, setting 

binding reduction targets to halve the number of premature deaths by 2030, and 

adding two new pollutants to the list: fine particles and methane. 

 

VOICE 2 

According to the Commission, the changes would cost about 2 billion euros a year, 

but benefits could reach 40 billion Euros!  

 

VOICE 1 

And there’s also the 40.000 new jobs and the green tech innovation boost that could 

follow! So, what does the Parliament have to say? 

 

VOICE 2 

The Parliament broadly endorsed the proposal from the Commission. But the deal 

struck with the Member States (and endorsed by the Environment, Public Health and 

Food Safety committee) doesn’t go quite as far…  

 

VOICE 1 

If it goes through the Parliament’s plenary next week, the new directive will set 

tougher national limits for the emissions of five pollutants from 2020 onwards, though 

it will not cover methane. 

 

VOICE 2 



Member States will have some flexibility to comply with the new limits, especially in 

case of future economic and energy problems. 

 

VOICE 1 

Will MEPs back the deal? We’ll be watching the plenary vote in Strasbourg! 

 

VOICE 2 

You are listening to the European Parliamentary Research Service podcasts. 
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