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Documentació de base 

Parlament Europeu 
 
Study for the AFCO Committee “Brexit and the European Union: General Institutional 
and Legal Considerations”; M. Tell and P. Novak; Committee on Constitutional Affairs; 
European Parliament, January 2017. Link 
The study examines the political and institutional steps taken, or to be taken, both by the UK 
and by the EU in the context of the Brexit referendum vote, underlining that Article 50 TEU 
only establishes procedural requirements and that the Parliament has established a clear 
parallelism between the accession and withdrawal processes.  
 
Draft Report on “Possible evolutions of and adjustments to the current institutional et-
up of the European Union” (2014/2248(INI)); by G. Verhofstadt; Committee on 
Constitutional Affairs; European Parliament; 5

th
 July 2016. Link 

The document calls for in-depth review of the Lisbon Treaty. It suggests that the requirements 
for establishing enhanced and structured cooperation should be made less restrictive, and 
proposes that the next revision of the Treaties should drastically reduce the opt-out/ins. The 
report considers the 60th anniversary of the Treaty of Rome as an appropriate moment to 
start a reflection on the future of the EU and affirms Parliament’s commitment to play a 
leading role in future constitutional developments.  
 
“European Parliament resolution of 28 June 2016 on the decision to leave the EU 
resulting from the UK referendum” (2016/2800(RSP)). Link 
The resolution recognises the will of the citizens of the United Kingdom to leave the EU, which 
must be entirely and fully respected. It recalls that the consent of the European Parliament on 
the withdrawal treaty is required under the Treaties, and that it must be fully involved at all 
stages of negotiations. 
 
Draft Report on “Improving the functioning of the European Union building on the 
potential of the Lisbon Treaty” (2014/2249(INI)); by M. Bresso and E. Brok; Committee 
on Constitutional Affairs; European Parliament; 20

th
 January, 2016. Link 

The report calls for the activation of the “passerelle clause” in Article 48 (7) TEU in order to 
switch from unanimity to qualified majority voting for all policies, including the adoption of the 
MFF and decisions in the area of Common Foreign and Security Policy that do not have 
military or defence implications. It proposes the creation of a bi-cameral legislative system 
involving the Council and Parliament, with the Commission acting as the executive. It states 
the need to create the position of European Finance Minister, and to establish a fiscal 
capacity within the Eurozone through part of the EU budget, whose revenue should originate 
from genuine own resources. It highlights the need to set up an EU common asylum and 
immigration policy. 
 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2017/571404/IPOL_STU(2017)571404_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+COMPARL+PE-585.741+01+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&language=ES
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2016-0294+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-%2f%2fEP%2f%2fNONSGML%2bCOMPARL%2bPE-578.462%2b01%2bDOC%2bPDF%2bV0%2f%2fEN


 

CIDOB 
 
“Shapes of a Union: from ever closer union to flexible differentiation after Brexit”; by P. 
Morillas; Nota Internacional CIDOB; January 2017. Link 
The idea of an ever closer union has been challenged since the mid-2000s, and the 
fundamental legitimacy problems at the EU level needs to be addressed for proposals of a 
“better Europe” to work. Euroscepticism, populism and political disaffection are on the rise in 
many member states, which often only pursue national goals in negotiations at the EU level. 
The article argues that flexible differentiation is needed to overcome the current crisis, since 
the integration ambitions of member states are currently very different. 
 
“Brexit: Causes and Consequences”; by A. Riley and F. Ghilès; Notes Internacionals 
CIDOB; October 2016. Link 
Brexit places a further burden on the EU institutions and member states, and could align with 
other crisis (Eurozone, migration, ISIS, Russian aggression). The authors argue that the UK’s 
stability after Brexit is a threat to the EU so far as it can be used by nationalistic parties as 
proof that there is nothing to fear from leaving the Union. The Brexit vote is a shock to the 
EU’s self-image and the sense of durability of the European integration project, but it might 
also force the European leadership to deep into EU’s political integration. 
 
“The Brexit Scenarios: Towards a new UK-EU relationship”; by P. Morillas (Ed.); S. A. 
Brown, S. Dhingra, T. Oliver and T. Prelec (LSE), Documents CIDOB; June 2016. Link 
This publication brings together the papers presented at the workshop “Scenarios of a new 
UK-EU relationship”, held at CIDOB on May 20th 2016 and co-organised with the London 
School of Economics’ European Politics and Policy blog. Tim Oliver argues that a harsh-Brexit 
scenario would be the result of a collapse of trust between UK and EU, and could produce the 
most severe economic and geopolitical shocks (a second referendum for independence in 
Scotland, a volatile situation in Northern Ireland, strained transatlantic relations, alignment 
with ongoing crises). Albeit less marked, a soft-Brexit would have a negative economic impact 
on UK too, due to reduced trade between Britain and the EU because of higher tariff and non-
tariff barriers. Swati Dhingra estimates that leaving the EU to join the EFTA would reduce 
Britain-EU trade by 25%, Britain’s total trade by 12.6% and British income by 6.3% to 9.5%.  
 
“¿Quién liderará la UE post-Brexit? El retorno de la política a Bruselas”; by C. 
Colomina; Notes Internacionals CIDOB; July 2016. Link 
There are three possible EU’s reactions to the UK’s referendum: damage control, a Union 
without institutions or a more political Europe. The author argues that the reform of the EU will 
necessarily need political, democratic and social reforms. A deepening of political integration 
must be preceded by an increase in the control of the democratic processes. 
 
“Las negociaciones sobre Brexit: ¿ajustando Europa a la opinión pública británica?”; 
by P. Morillas and B. Barbet; Notes Internacionals CIDOB; September 2015. Link 
Written almost one year before the referendum, the article shows the results of polls on the 
intentions of vote of UK’s citizens. Data show that sovereignty and people’s freedom of 
movement were key issues in the consultation, while the economic and financial questions 
were not so crucial. The authors underline the role of eurosceptics media and élites on the 
electorate. 
 
 

http://www.cidob.org/publicaciones/serie_de_publicacion/notes_internacionals/n1_166/shapes_of_a_union_from_ever_closer_union_to_flexible_differentiation_after_brexit
http://www.cidob.org/publicaciones/serie_de_publicacion/notes_internacionals/n1_159/brexit_causes_and_consequences
http://www.cidob.org/en/publications/publication_series/documents_cidob_new_era/the_brexit_scenarios_towards_a_new_uk_eu_relationship
http://www.cidob.org/publicaciones/serie_de_publicacion/notes_internacionals/n1_153/quien_liderara_la_ue_post_brexit_el_retorno_de_la_politica_a_bruselas
http://www.cidob.org/es/publicaciones/serie_de_publicacion/notes_internacionals/n1_126_the_brexit_negotiations_stretching_europe_to_fit_uk_public_opinion/las_negociaciones_sobre_brexit_ajustando_europa_a_la_opinion_publica_britanica

