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I. Introduction
I never really thought of teen suffrage before the summer of 2014.

18-year-olds were allowed to vote and 17 or 16-year-olds were not, it made 
sense to me. I was sixteen at the time and was always interested in my 
parents’ voting, but to say that I was politically engaged would be an 
overstatement.

 My perception changed when I met two girls from Glasgow on a German 
course in 2014. One of them was old enough to vote in the Scottish 
referendum, the other one was a few days too young. However, they were 
both very engaged in the subject and would not stop talking about it. Their 
enthusiasm was one of the reasons I first wanted to dedicate this project to 
the referendum, but I soon realised that I was more interested in the fact that 
teenagers were given the right to vote in this historic decision, than the actual 
referendum. This and the decision by the Scottish Parliament to let teenagers 
vote in future Scottish elections, made me reconsider my subject and I 
decided to change it. Furthermore, the idea that I could investigate which 
legal steps have to be taken before something as important as the voting age 
can be amended, very much appealed to me. I am slightly familiar with the 
European Union and its bodies but I would like to know exactly what is within 
the power of these bodies.

The more I read about the subject, the more interested I became. At the same 
time it was very interesting to see how a growing number of articles and 
essays appeared on the internet. 

The whole idea of teenage voting seemed very appealing to me, I could hardly 
find any arguments against it. This made me curious, if it is such a marvellous 
idea why do not all countries decide to let their sixteen- and seventeen-year-
olds play a more important part in their democracy?

My ultimate goal is to answer the question: should the EU lower the voting 
age to sixteen in future elections?

To do so, I have to read about the history of voting in Europe starting with the 
classical antiquity and answer multiple sub-questions considering the subject.
I have formulated the following questions:
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What steps have been taken to expand the electorate, throughout history?
For this I will try to make a timeline about what kind of changes were made throughout 
history, in order to expand the right to vote.
What countries allow minors to vote and under what conditions?
I will make a list of countries and areas, that already allow them to vote and try to find 
out how successful this has been so far. I will also look at failed attempts to lower the 
voting age.
What are the arguments in favour of and against this proposal?
I will investigate the pros and cons and try to provide as many evidence as possible.
Is it possible to make teenage suffrage compulsory within the entire EU?
I will look at the political structure of the European body and the process of passing a 
bill.
What are the opinions on this subject?
To be able to answer the last question, I will have to do a small investigation among 
fellow students and others in addition to that I will  interview an expert on the subject. 
Once I have answered the sub-questions, I will answer my main question: Should 
the EU lower the voting age to sixteen in future elections?
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II. The History of democracy and voting in Europe and 
the United States

 What steps have been taken to expand the electorate, throughout 
history?

Antiquity
Ancient Athens

A democracy is a system of government in which power is either held by 
elected representatives or directly by the people. This system has been 
around for a few millennia. 

In popular belief, the first forms of democracy originate from ancient Greece. 
However, you could argue that the forms of communication between tribal 
village elders and other villagers in order to make important decisions, prior 
to the fifth century, was in a way a very primitive democratic system. 

The Athenian political system is well known, although other city-states had 
different political systems. The Athenian system was the most developed, and 
most importantly most sources are written about the Athenian system. I will 
therefore focus on Athens.

In 507 BC Cleisthenes, an Athenian leader, introduced a new political system 
that he called demokratia meaning ‘rule by the people’.
This system consisted of three separate bodies: 

• The boule a council of 50 representatives from each of the ten tribes. These 
500 men in total were chosen by lot. Nevertheless membership was 
restricted to the top three out of four property classes and the members had 
to be over thirteen. 

The ten tribes each consisted of members from the city, from the coastal 
area and from the rural inland. Over the time this topological division broke 
down, due to the fact membership of a certain tribe was hereditary. 

• The diskarteria or popular courts, consisted of more than 500 jurors that 
were chosen by lot from a pool of all male citizens over 30. The jury had 
almost unlimited power. there was no police in Athens, so it was the 
diskarteria that brought cases to court and delivered sentences by voting.

• The ekklesia, or assembly, was the governing institution of Athens. Every 
member of the demos, the 40,000 adult male citizens, was allowed to 
attend the meetings. They held 40 meetings a year in which they made 
decisions on law and foreign policy, wrote and revised laws, and held the 
procedure of ostracism. This procedure could be used to expel any citizen 
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from Athens for ten years.

Only free male citizens who were over eighteen could vote in the ekklesia, 
women, slaves and metoikoi, foreigners living in Athens, were excluded 
from voting.

In earliest times, voting was done by raising hands. However, this proved to 
be difficult during some meetings of the ekklesia for over 6,000 hands had to 
be counted, in cases, where at least 6,000 votes were needed to make 
something valid, voting was occasionally done by ballot. It was not until later, 
they realised voting by ballot could be used to let citizens vote anonymously. 
Voting was then done by writing a name on an ostraka, a piece of pottery.

In conclusion: free male citizens of over eighteen were the only ones eligible 
to vote.

Ancient Rome

After the last king of Rome,Lucius Tarquinius Superbus, was overthrown in 
509 BCE, Rome became a republic.

It is important to know that the residents of ancient Rome were divided into 
two different groups, the patricians and the plebeians. The patricians were 
members of a group of wealthy families that formed the elite class. The 
plebeians were regular citizens. 

Romans were born into one of the groups, moving up or down the social 
ladder was impossible, marriage between both groups was illegal.

Much as the Athenian democratic system, the Roman Republic consisted of 
different bodies:

• The two consuls originally replaced the king, it was their task to lead to 
Roman armies during war time. They served for a one-year term and had 
the right to veto each other. However, in times of military emergency, Rome 
could decide to make one of the consuls dictator. This dictator was allowed 
to hold supreme command for six months.

• The senate advised the consuls, only the patrician men were allowed to 
participate in the senate. Being a senator was a lifelong membership. Most 
senators also had fathers and grandfathers who too were or used to be 
member of the senate. The consuls usually did, whatever the senate advised 
them to do.

• The tribunes of the plebs, were supposed to speak on behalf of the 
plebeians, in the senate. They had the right to veto against decisions the 
senate made that influenced the plebeians. The tribunes of the plebs were 
chosen by the assembly. There were more tribunes such as the military 
tribunes who had certain military powers. 
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• The assembly, every grown-up man1, who was in possession of Roman 
citizenship had the right to attend the assembly. They voted on important 
decisions when the consuls asked them to. They also elected the consuls, 
and prefects, it was their job to run the city. However, the assembly was set 
up in a certain way, so the rich citizens would get more votes.

It was hard to obtain Roman citizenship, or civitas. It was achieved by birth 
when both parents were Roman citizens or when the mother was a 
peregrinus (foreigner) with connubium (the right to marry a Roman citizen). 
Citizenship could also be granted by people. In the third century BCE, 
plebeians gained equal voting rights with patricians, however the value of this 
right to vote was related to wealth, because the assemblies were organised by 
property.

Even though, all male citizens were allowed to vote. Many inhabitants of Rome 
were not, because they were not in possession of citizenship. Thus, in 
conclusion only a small group of men over eighteen was eligible to vote.

Middle Ages

After the Roman republic became the Roman empire in the first century BCE, 
the voting system came to an end. After the fourth century, democratic 
systems were abolished all over the Christian empire. After the Roman empire 
fell and Germanic tribes took over the western empire, warrior traditions 
became more important than the people’s opinion.

Scandinavia (eight-century)

However, in Scandinavia there was a form of democracy among many small 
and primitive communities. All free men of the community would gather in a 
thing, or an all-thing, all-things were meetings in which several communities 
came together to discuss more important matters. They mostly discussed 
legislative issues rather than political ones.

Italy (eleventh-thirteenth century)

Between 1080 and 1140 many towns in northern Italy acquired municipal 
councils. In the beginning every male citizen living in one of these communes, 
could participate in an assembly known as the arengo. However, in the late 
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12th century all communes started to appoint a podèsta to run the city. 
Originally podèstas were only meant to rule for one year, but podèstas soon 
made place for signores and the title eventually became hereditary. 
A century later, many parts of Europe followed the Italian example and started 
to use urban communes. 

Switzerland (1294)

Some districts in Switzerland adopted a form of government similar to the 
Athenian form of direct democracy. They had meetings called landsgemeinde 
in which every adult male citizen was allowed to cast a vote. The earliest 
record of a landsgemeinde being held was in Schwyz in 1294.

France (twelfth- fourteenth century)

In the twelfth century the idea of a parliament starts to evolve in the western 
European monarchies. It originates from the curia regis, the king’s council, 
the council in which the monarch would discuss important state issues with 
the most powerful bishops and nobles.

An important step in the process from curia regis to parliament was the 
inclusion of citizens, to present the wealthy towns, to the council. They 
formed the third group in the council, the first two groups were the bishops 
and the nobles. The citizens mostly became involved for financial reasons, the 
monarchs started to need their support. The first example of town 
representatives being summoned to the council originates from Léon in 1188.

France was the first monarchy to establish a permanent parliament. In the 
thirteenth century, Louis IX assigned the parlement a room in which they 
gathered four times a year. 

England (1265-1295)

In some of the parliaments summoned by Edward I between 1275 and 1307, a 
form of representation from the lower classes of society starts to evolve. He 
invited people of lesser rank to the parliament, usually when he was in 
financial need.

He invited knights from the shires and citizens from the towns, and Edward 
urged them to come with full delegated authority, so that every decision being 
made would automatically be approved by their county or borough.

In 1295, Edward summoned a parliament and he invited the two archbishops, 
all the bishops, 67 abbots, 8 earls, 41 barons but in addition he invited 
representatives of the parish, 2 knights, 2 citizens and 2 burgesses.
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Even though the real reason for inviting so many representatives was to raise 
money, meanwhile a pattern of representation had accidentally taken place.

Modern democracy
The United States (1776-1971)

The constitution of the united states of America (1788), was the first modern 
constitution. However, in the first two elections George Washington was 
elected without opposition. The third term (1796-1800) was the first time two 
parties had to govern, for the first and only time in history, the outcome of 
the elections was a federalist president and a republican vice-president.

In 1800 the federalists and republicans tied in the presidential elections and 
the congress declared Jefferson to be the winner, starting a 40-year-lasting 
period of democratic republican rule.

The easy transfer of power from the federalists to the republicans in 1800 
proves that the USA had become a successful working democracy. 

It took a lot more decades before everyone was allowed to actively participate 
in this democracy. After the declaration of independence was signed, the right 
to vote was restricted to property owners and after the constitution was 
adopted, the states were given the power to regulate the voting laws, which in 
most cases meant that white male landowners were allowed to vote.

In 1848 the Mexican-American war was over and Mexicans living in American 
territories were granted U.S. citizenship. However, voting rights remained 
limited due to English language requirements and violent intimidation.

In 1856, North Carolina was the last state to remove property ownership as a 
voting requirement meaning that all male white citizens were now allowed to 
vote. Former slaves were considered citizens after the fourteenth Amendment 
passed but this did not always mean they were allowed to vote. The fifteenth 
Amendment changed this, it states the right to vote cannot be denied based 
on race. However, comparable to the Mexican situation, violence and other 
types of intimidation were used to prevent African Americans to register to 
vote.

Native Americans were still denied the right to vote because, even though 
they were born within the boundaries of the United States, they were 
considered citizens of their own tribes rather than citizens of the US. The 
Dawes Act (1887) allowed many native Americans citizenship, if they gave up 
their tribal affiliations, but it was not until 1924 all Native Americans became 
United States Citizens. However, many western states kept using different 
techniques to prevent Native Americans from voting. In 1947, Miguel Trujillo 
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sued New Mexico for restricting him to vote. He won and New Mexico and 
Arizona were required to give all Native Americans the right to vote.

After many years of advocating and marching the nineteenth Amendment 
passed in 1920, giving women the right to vote in both state and federal 
elections.

By 1922 Asians still were not allowed to become naturalised citizens, for they 
were not white. This changed in 1952 when the McCarran-Walter Act granted 
all people of Asian ancestry the right to become citizens. 

In 1964 the twenty-fourth Amendment was ratified, stating that the right to 
vote in federal elections could not be denied for failure of paying taxes. The 
next year the Voting Rights act passed, it forbids states to use discriminatory 
restrictions on who can and cannot vote, thus allowing many, from minority 
groups, to finally vote.

In 1971 the twenty-sixth amendment, “The right of citizens of the United States, 
who are 18 years of age or older, to vote, shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or any state on account of age.” 2 , officially lowered the voting age 
to 18.

The Vietnam war was probably the most important reason for this change.

“Old Enough to Fight, Old Enough to Vote” became a popular slogan during 
that time. The slogan first appeared in 1942, during the Second World War, 
and encouraged congressman Jennings Randolph from Virginia to propose an 
amendment to the Constitution. His amendment did not receive much support 
at the time. 

However, the slogan regained popularity during the Vietnam war and in April 
1970, Congress lowered the voting age as an extension of The Voting Rights 
Act (1965). This decision led to much controversy, for according to the 
Constitution it was the states‘ right to regulate the voting laws. In December 
1970, Supreme Court ruled that it indeed was not in the Congress‘ power to 
lower the voting age. Congress then decided to quickly move to pass the 
twenty-sixth amendment, proposed in 1942. The Amendment was ratified in 
a hundred days, a record.

Britain (1831-now)

After the violent French revolution was over, it became clear that it was time 
for some change in the British parliament. Two examples to illustrate the need 
to reform are the so-called pocket and rotten boroughs. Pocket boroughs 
are boroughs in which the power to nominate an MP was in the hands of just 
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one person, in other words, there were no electors. Rotten boroughs are 
slightly better, nomination lies not in the hands of an individual, but a group 
of voters, unfortunately never more than fifty. This could lead to cases in 
which fewer than ten voters had the power to nominate two MPs. 

This system created the opportunity for corruption, men who aspired to 
become MPs could easily bribe the few voters.

During this time, rapidly growing industrial cities usually were not 
represented at all. In 1830 a bill to expand franchise to industrial cities 
Birmingham, Leeds and Manchester was rejected by the Tory majority in the 
House of Commons.

When the Tory Government fell, late 1830, a new Whig (now liberal 
democrats) ministry was devoted to change the current situation, by 1832 the 
Representation of the People Act, also known as the first reform act, received 
Royal Assent. 

The reform act increased the electorate from 366,000 to 650,000, which was 
still only approximately 18 per cent of the total adult-male population. Also 
certain areas, such as southern England, were still far better represented than 
other areas, such as Scotland or industrial cities in Northern England.
During the 1830s and 1840s the pressure for parliamentary change grew. The 
most important political movement during that time were the chartists. They 
demanded six reforms:

• Suffrage for every adult man

• Annual elections

• No more regional differences in the electoral system

• Secret ballots, no one else would know whom you voted for.

• Payment for MPs, this would allow people from less wealthy backgrounds to 
be able to afford to become a Member of Parliament.

• The end of property qualifications for MPs, this would mean a man aspiring 
to become an MP would no longer need to be in possession of land or 
property, worth a certain amount of money.

In 1867 the Conservative government introduced the Parliamentary reform 
act, hoping to increase the electorate from 1.43 million to 2.5 million. 
Conservative leader Benjamin Disraeli, believed that working class men would 
not ask for much and would keep voting conservative for ever if they were 
satisfied with the way the conservative government led the country.

Most skilled working class men were now eligible to vote, although it was still 
the British middle classes, who dominated the electorate. However, since 
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people who rented properties were now allowed to vote, the electorate in the 
new industrial cities did increase dramatically.

In 1872 the government introduced the Ballot Act, which allowed secret 
ballots. This led to a small decrease of bribery, although not to the end of it. 
The government therefore set up a royal commission to investigate illegal 
electoral practises. The results led to the Corrupt and Illegal practises Act 
(1832), which established how much money a candidate was allowed to spend 
on election expenses and what they could spend it on. The number of illegal 
practices during elections declined significantly after the act was passed. 
However, corruption did not completely die out.

In 1884 the Parliamentary Reform act was introduced, this act created a 
uniform franchise in the counties and the boroughs, which applied to the 
entire UK. This act gave a significant number of people the right to vote.

The Redistribution of Seats Act, introduced in 1885, granted growing cities, 
with populations larger than 50,000, the right to elect more MPs. 
Simultaneously seventy-nine towns, with populations smaller than 15,000, 
lost their right to select an MP and thirty-six towns, with populations between 
15,000 and 50,000, lost the right to elect two MPs and became single 
member constituencies. These measures increased Scottish representation to 
72 and cut the southern English dominance. 

The parliamentary act, 1911, reduced the power of the house of Lords and 
replaced its veto by the right to delay bills for two years. 

After World War I was over, the representation of the People Act (1918) was 
introduced. The Act increased the electorate from 7.7 million to 21.4 million.

It widened suffrage by abolishing almost all property qualifications for men 
and by allowing women over the age of 30 to finally vote as well. Women 
immediately accounted for 43% of the electorate. 

The age 30 requirement was to ensure women would not account for the 
majority of the electorate, which would have been the case if the legal voting 
age would have been 21 for both men and women, due to the loss of many 
men in the war. Eight years later, in 1928, women were given the franchise on 
the same terms as men.

In 1969 the voting age was lowered to 18, and in September 2014 sixteen- 
and seventeen-year-olds were allowed to cast their votes for the Scottish 
referendum. In June 2015 is decided that Scottish Franchise will be 
permanently extended to sixteen and seventeen-year-olds, allowing them to 
vote in Scottish elections.  The voting age will officially be lowered in spring 
2016, enabling this new group of voters to participate in May’s election.
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Elsewhere in Europe

The legal steps the United Kingdom and the United States took to broaden 
their electorate have been made by other European countries as well.

In general countries seem to follow each other’s example, for instance most 
European countries adopted universal male suffrage before the first half of 
the twentieth century and allowed women to vote in the years after the First 
World War. However, Switzerland did not allow women to vote on a federal 
level until 1971. This is because of Switzerland’s system of direct democracy, 
a national referendum is required for a constitutional change, and men kept 
voting against women suffrage. This could have something to do with 
Switzerland’s neutrality during the war, countries that did participate in the 
war often felt obligated to grant women voting rights, for many countries 
were forced to rely on the female workforce after the men left for war.

Most countries decided to lower the voting age to 18 around the early 1970s. 
The Netherlands has lowered its voting age more often. It used to be 25, this 
became 23 in 1946, 21 in 1963 and finally 18 in 1972.

Conclusion 
Throughout history, many constitutional changes have been made to allow 
more people to vote. It would therefore not be strange to suddenly lower the 
voting age. 

I
image 2. Swiss Suffragettes before the referendum in 1971
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III. Countries that granted sixteen- and seventeen-
year-olds the right to vote

 What countries allow minors to vote and under what conditions?

Countries that granted sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds the 
right to vote

Suffrage for sixteen-and seventeen-year-olds became a political topic in 
many countries in the late1990s and early 2000s.

Austria was the first country in the European Union to expand suffrage to 
minors when they lowered the voting age in 2007. Austria expected the new 
law first to be used in 2010 but the collapse of the government in 2008 
caused this to happen two years earlier. Moreover, sixteen-and seventeen-
year-old Austrian voters are allowed to vote in European elections as well, 
which makes them the only ones in the European Union.

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, Montenegro and Slovenia also allow 
sixteen-and seventeen-year-olds to vote, provided that they are employed 
and pay taxes, all citizens aged 18 and older are allowed to vote regardless of 
their employment status.

In Hungary and the Philippines, sixteen-year-olds have the right to vote but 
only when they are married. This is because everyone who is married gets full 
adult legal rights.

Brazil lowered its voting age to sixteen in 1988 and Argentina followed in 
2012.Voting from the age of eighteen to the age of seventy is compulsory, it 
is optional for sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds and for those who are older 
then seventy. 

Brazil and Argentina are not the only Latin American countries that have 
decided to lower their voting age. Nicaragua, Ecuador and Cuba also decided 
to let sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds vote.

Between 2006 and 2008 the two channel islands Jersey and Guernsey as well 
as The Isle of Man expanded suffrage to sixteen-and-seventeen-year-olds.

In Germany eight of the sixteen states have lowered their voting age in 
municipal elections to 16. Lower Saxony was the first state to do so in 1996. 
Brandenburg, Bremen, Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, North Rhine Westphalia, 
Saxony Anhalt, Baden-Württemberg and Schleswig-Holstein followed their 
example. The Swiss canton, Glarus has also lowered the voting age to sixteen 
in regional and local elections
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In the Norwegian local elections of 2011 a trial was held in which the voting 
age was lowered to sixteen in 20 of the 428 municipalities. The turnout rate 
among 16- and 17-year-olds was 58% which is 11% higher than the turnout 
among ordinary first-time voters (18-21). According to a report3 which 
appeared three years after the elections of 2011, and was presented in 
Glasgow in May 2014, one of the reasons for the high turnout rate could be 
the terror attacks that took place a few weeks before election day. The attack 
on the island Utøya killed 69 people, mostly teenagers. The terrorist, Anders 
Breivik, purposely attacked the island Utøya because of a youth camp of the 
Arbeiderpartiet (the Norwegian Labour party) taking place on the island at the 
time. Breivik was a right-wing extremist and his plan was to wipe out future 
leaders of the reigning party by the party’s young political talents.
The attacks led to a higher political engagement among the youth, which so 
far seems to be generational effect, rather than a temporary one.

Another reason for the high turnout for 16-17-year-olds might be the fact 
that they were the first ones of their age allowed to vote in Norway, which led 
to a lot of media attention. This would suggest that the turnout rate among 
16- and 17-year olds would not be this high if the voting age were 
permanently lowered in all municipalities.

A third reason mentioned in the report is the fact that sixteen-and seventeen-
year-olds are generally in a stable phase in life, which increases the 
probability to vote. This explanation would mean the high turnout among 
sixteen-and-seventeen-year-old voters would be permanent.

A second trial among ten new municipalities was held in September 2015.

Takoma Park, Maryland was the first U.S. city that lowered its voting age to 
sixteen back in 2013. Hyattsville, Maryland followed two years later in 2015.

Scotland

In 2013, the Scottish Parliament proposed to lower the voting age to sixteen 
in 2014’s independence referendum. The proposal was originally opposed by 
the UK government but was later included in the Edinburgh agreement, signed 
by both Westminster and Scottish ministers.
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According to a survey4 executed on behalf of The Electoral Commission a
relatively low percentage (66%) of sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds 
registered to vote. This is 76% among 18-24 year olds and as much as 98% 
among those older than 65. This might have something to do with the fact 
that this was the first time 16-and 17-year-olds had the chance to vote. 
When asked about it, 15% of them even said that they did not know if they 
were registered to vote or not. However, turnout rate among 16- and 17-year 
olds was higher than the turnout rate among 18-24 year olds, as can be seen 
in figure 1. 

Figure 1: Reported turnout among specific groups in the Scottish referendum. Source: ICM 
research on behalf of The Electoral Commission (November 2014). Post-polling day opinion 
research report.(p. 11)

This can be explained by various reasons. It might be caused by the ‘novelty 
value’ it was the first time 16-17-year-olds had been given the right to vote 
and this had been given a lot of media attention. Moreover many Scottish 
schools took the time to discuss the topic with their students.

Another reason might be that minors were pushed by their parents to cast a 
vote, most 16-17-year-olds still live at home in contrast to 18-24-year-olds.

After the referendum 60% of 16- and 17-year-olds said they would support a 
lowering of the legal voting age in more elections.
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And they got what they wanted because in June 2015 the Scottish government 
decided to lower the voting age for local and Scottish elections in spring 
2016. They will not be allowed to vote in the upcoming EU referendum, the 
house voted against with 263 against and 246 in favour of the idea. A week 
earlier the House of Commons voted against with a majority of more than 50.

Countries that granted seventeen-year-olds the right to vote

Multiple Asian countries have a minimum voting age of seventeen instead of 
eighteen. Examples are Indonesia, Timor-Leste and North Korea, However, 
North Korea cannot be called a democracy, the votes therefore do not serve a 
real purpose. All North-Korean citizens are obliged to vote, after voting day 
the government will check the list of voters and if you are not on it, they will 
investigate it.

Other examples of countries that have lowered their minimum voting age to 
seventeen are the Seychelles and Sudan.

In the U.S. twenty-one of the fifty states have decided to lower their voting 
age in Caucuses or both Primaries and Caucuses to seventeen.
 

Movements to lower the voting age

Twenty-Two of the United States have done one or as many as six
(Massachusetts) attempts to lower the voting age to sixteen or in some cases 
seventeen.

In 1994, Nelson Mandela proposed to lower the voting age to 14 in 
recognition of youth action against apartheid in South Africa.

In Canada, Liberal Party Member of Parliament, Mark Holland, introduced a 
bill to lower the voting age in federal elections to sixteen. The bill was 
defeated in June 2005. In 2014, The Federation of young Francophones in the 
province of New Brunswick launched a campaign to support a bill introduced 
by green party leader David Coon to lower the voting age in their province. 
And a year later, in 2015, The Alberta Urban Municipalities Association voted 
on a resolution to lower the voting age to 16, their proposal failed.

In 2012, the Australian Youth Affairs Coalition issued a report in support of 
lowering the voting age to sixteen and in 2015 Australia’s Federal Opposition 
Leader, Bill Shorten, argued for lowering the voting age.

In Germany in 2003, several politicians proposed the concept of a ‘family 
vote’, also known as ‘demeny vote’. This would mean everybody got the right 
to vote as soon as they were born. The parents would cast the vote in name of 
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their child until the child turned twelve after which the child could demand the 
right to vote back. The plan, eventually, did not become a success. 

In 2007 Sue Bradford, MP for the Green Party in New Zealand, introduced a 
bill to lower the voting age to sixteen.

In that same year voters in Venezuela defeated a referendum that included 30 
proposed changes to the constitution, including lowering the voting age to 
sixteen.

In Norway in 2008, several communities asked the government to allow 
sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds to vote in local elections. And in 2011 the 
trial mentioned above was very successful, four years later they held a second 
trial.

In 2008 a parliamentarian in Bern, Switzerland, advocated a motion to lower 
the voting age to sixteen in local elections.

In the United Kingdom at least eight different bills or amendments were 
debated in parliament to lower the voting age between 2002 and 2015. The 
Liberal Democrats and the Labour party would be in favour of such a bill.

Conclusion
So far, allowing sixteen- and seventeen-year olds to vote does not seem to 
bring any problems with it. If we look at the Norwegian trial, the Scottish 
referendum and all Austrian elections, it actually seems to have a positive 
effect on the turnout. However, we have to wait and see what the future will 
bring and if this generation will continue to vote once they are older.

Image 3. Four NYRA(national youth rights association) members rallying for a lower 
voting age on election day 2008 in West Palm Beach, Florida.
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IV. Pros and Cons of lowering the voting age in future 
European elections and national elections.

 What are the arguments in favour of and against this proposal?

Pros

1.A larger part of the population will have a say in what happens
This will lead to a better representation of the citizens of the European Union 
in the European parliament. In the current situation people under the age of 
eighteen have nothing to say about topics that sometimes concern them more 
than people who are allowed to vote. An example of that would be anything 
concerning education.
This was also one of the most important reasons Scotland decided to include 
sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds in their electorate. The matter concerned 
them just as much, if not more, as the older generations.

2.Lowering the voting age could increase the voter turnout
The turnout of the 2014 European elections was an all time low as can be 
seen in figure 2. 

                  Figure 2: Turnout of the 2014 European elections (in percentage)

Lowering the voting age in European elections could lead to an increase in the 
voter turnout. In short term this might be caused by the ‘novelty effect’, in 
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twenty-four of twenty-eight member states, not a single sixteen-or 
seventeen-year-old has ever had the right to vote. On the long term chances 
are, these voters will continue to vote. According to a study by Eric 
Plutzer5 ,and many others, voting is a habit, meaning that people who vote 
the first time they are eligible to, are more likely to continue doing so 
throughout their lives. On the other hand, people who fail to vote the first 
time they are allowed to, are more likely not to vote in future elections.

Both the Scottish referendum (2015) and the Norwegian trial (2011) show that 
the voter turnout among 16- and 17-year-olds was higher than the turnout 
among 18- to 24-year-olds, if this were to be the case in all elections 16-and 
17-year-olds are allowed to vote in, this could mean the turnout will rise in 
future European elections.

If we look at Austria, the only country that lets its sixteen-and seventeen-year 
olds vote in European elections, you can see that in the elections of 2009 
Austria was one of the 10 countries that had a higher voting turnout than in 
the previous elections.6 

3.Sixteen- and seventeen-year olds can be supported to vote by their 
parents and school.
Regular first-time voters are usually in an unstable phase of life, they just left 
school maybe moved out and have a lot on their heads. Sixteen- and 
seventeen-year olds are more likely to still be living with their parents and 
most importantly they will still be attending school five days a week. 

Both school and parents are able to inform first-time voters on what they are 
voting for, who they can vote for and how and when they are expected to 
vote. This would be a harder thing to do in big universities were students are 
only taught about the subject they chose to study. Moreover, the fact that a 
big part of the eighteen-year-olds just moved out can cause them to fall 
through the administrative cracks, which makes it harder for them to register 
to vote. High schools will always have a class where there would be room to 
include upcoming elections in the curriculum. In the current situation 
students often get taught about National and European politics but will not be 
able to use this information until about three to five years later. 
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5 Plutzer E.(The Pennsylvania State University)  The American Political Science 
Review,Vol. 96, no. 1 Becoming a Habitual Voter: Inertia, Resources, and Growth in 
Young Adulthood (March 2002) (p.42 voting as a ‘Habit’ and Path Dependence). 
http://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2010/11/becoming-a-habitual-voter.pdf

6 European Parliament, Results of the 2014 European Elections: http://
www.europarl.europa.eu/elections2014-results/en/turnout.html
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4.Austria is already allowing sixteen and seventeen year olds to vote in 
European elections.
When Austria lowered the voting age, they did not only lower it in national 
elections but they went so far as to lower the voting age in European elections 
as well. This was a success and as mentioned above the Austrian turnout 
numbers did not decrease as dramatically as many other countries’. In 2004 
the turnout rate was 42.43% four years later and a year after the lowering of 
the voting age the turnout rate was 45.97% this cannot be entirely explained 
with the ‘novelty value’ for sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds were already 
allowed to vote in the national elections of 2008. Nevertheless, the turnout 
did decline slightly in 2014 when the turnout rate was 45.39%

5.Europe is ageing

Figure 3: The ageing of Europe, 2014 compared to 2080. Source: Eurostat

As can be seen in figure 3, by 2080, voters above the age of 65 will account 
for a bigger part of the electorate and for the turnout among older citizens 
tends to be much higher than the turnout among the younger generations, 
chances are, in the future only a small minority of people will vote. This will 
lead to a government that is not necessarily representative for all the citizens 
that actually belong to the electorate. Allowing sixteen- and seventeen-year 
olds to vote can help the younger generations to become more politically 
engaged at an early age (as explained in point three), this increases the 
chance of them becoming habitual voters. This would bring an end to the 
current decline of people going to the voting booth to cast a vote.
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Cons

1.Maturity
Even though many 16-year-olds would be mature enough to vote many of 
them will not. One could argue that those who are not mature enough would 
not even want to vote. But chances are, teenagers will find it funny to vote for 
certain parties. If these kind of situations would occur in large extend the 
outcome could be influenced by voters who do not necessarily agree with the 
party they voted for.

2.They are easier influenced
As mentioned in argument 3, in favour of the resolution, teenagers can be 
supported to vote by their families and teachers. However, this is not 
necessarily a good thing. Granting sixteen- and 17-year-olds the right to 
vote, gives parents and schools the chance and, with that comes the, 
responsibility to inform their children and students properly. 
This responsibility can be easily abused when teachers and parents try to 
force their own opinions upon these sixteen- and seventeen-year olds. 
During the Scottish independence referendum some schools decided not to 
discuss politics whilst others decided to actively discuss the topic. This 
decision is for the schools’ to make which gives them a lot of power.
A maybe even bigger issue than parents and teachers could be the political 
parties, some people argue that younger people will be easier influenced by 
nice and funny party members that hand out badges, if this were to be true 
parties could easily amend their campaign to attract the young voters.
18-year-olds are not necessarily less amendable than sixteen- and 
seventeen-year olds, but the fact that many of them will be starting their own 
lives apart from their parents and also the fact that they will be leaving their 
secondary schools, will at least decrease the chance of social institutions, 
such as schools and families, influencing their political opinions.

3. They vote differently
According to professor Van der Brug (read full interview on page 47), 
youngsters tend to follow trends more than long-time voters do. Every 
elections many Dutch secondary schools participate in so called scholar 
elections. The results of these elections show that when a certain party slowly 
starts to gain popularity and therewith votes in the regular elections, this 
party is already leading in the scholar elections.
If you look at the scholar elections, held in 2015, extremist right party the

PVV won with 19.9% of the votes7 whereas in the official elections the party 
received 11.7% of the votes8. 
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7 uitslagen scholierenverkiezingen provinciale statenverkiezingen 2015: http://
uitslagen.scholierenverkiezingen.nl/uitsl_main.php

8 NU.nl, dit zijn de resultaten van de provinciale staten verkiezingen (20 March 2015): 
http://www.nu.nl/weekend/4014122/resultaten-van-provinciale-statenverkiezingen.html
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4. Different voting ages for different elections might force countries to do 
so in all elections.
It is not within the EU’s power to change the voting legislation in different 
member states, apart from a few rules (see page 23) it is all up to the member 
states how the elections will be held. Thus, the EU is not allowed to form any 
kind of legislation stating that the Member States must allow sixteen- and 
seventeen-year-olds to vote in national and regional elections. However, the 
EU could allow sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds to vote in European 
elections.
This might force the Member States to do so in all elections, for there will not 
be any good arguments to allow teenagers to vote in the most complicated of 
all elections but not in the usually less complicated regional and national 
elections.

Conclusion
Overall, there are many possible advantages of lowering the voting age. More 
importantly, I have also been able to provide evidence of this, because we can 
look at other countries’ experiences. Lowering the voting age could also 
minimise current and future problems in elections, such as the low turnout 
and the ageing of Europe and the effect this has on our democracy. However, 
this is all suggestion, we have to wait and see if future turnout will really be 
higher.
It was much harder to find disadvantages of lowering the voting age and it 
was definitely harder to find evidence of these disadvantages. For, most of 
them are based on assumptions. It is hard to predict, if teenagers will be lead 
by their parents or teachers, but according Professor van der Brug9 this is not 
likely to happen, for teenagers tend to have a strong will.
I would therefore say, the advantages outweigh the disadvantages.
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V.Teen Suffrage in European elections
 Is it possible to make teenage suffrage compulsory within the entire 

EU?

The bodies of the European Union

The European Union consists of many different institutions but I will focus on 
the three decision making institutions, The Council of the EU, The European 
Parliament and the European Commission.

The Council of the EU was formally known as The Council of Ministers, 
however this title was changed to The Council of the EU. The council 
represents the individual member states.
The council of the EU negotiates and adopts EU laws, coordinates member 
states’ policies, develops the EU’s common foreign and security policy, 
concludes international agreements, and adopts the EU budget. Council 
meetings are attended by representatives from each member state, although 
the main representatives are the foreign ministers of each member state, the 
attending ministers vary so they match the topic discussed in the meeting. 
Thus if the discussed topic has something to do with education, the 
educational ministers from each Member State are the ones to represent their 
country. The meetings are chaired by the minister of the member state 
holding the 6-month council presidency.

The European Parliament represents the citizens of the European Union. The 
parliament consists of different cross-nation parties. Each member state gets 
a set number of seats in the parliament (based on population), the three 
countries with the largest number of seats are Germany, the United Kingdom 
and France. The European elections organised by each country decide how 
these seats are divided among different national parties. These national 
parties form cross-nation parties with similar parties from other member 
states. All member states can decide on the form of their elections, however 
the elections must guarantee equality of the sexes and secret ballot, 
moreover the elections are by proportional representation even though in 
some countries, such as the United Kingdom, all national elections are held 
using a ‘first past the post’ system.

All 751 members of European Parliament are also members of a committee 
they have the most knowledge of. Whenever a bill is proposed by the 
European commission, the committee that knows most about the bill’s  
subject will critically look at it, discuss it and possibly amend it before the 
entire parliament will cast a vote on the matter.

The European Commission represents the European Union as a whole. its 
main goals are to propose legislation which is later adopted by the European 
Parliament and the council of the EU; to enforce European law; to set priorities 
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and objectives for action; to manage and to carry out EU policies and the 
budget; and to represent the European Union outside Europe. The 
commission consists of 1 president, 7 vice-presidents and 20 commissioners. 
A new team of 28 commissioners (one for every member state) is appointed 
every five years.

The European council proposes the candidate for president to the European 
parliament, the parliament then votes for the candidate, who will be elected 
by a majority of votes. When the president is elected, he or she will appoint 
the 27 other commissioners.

Co-decision is the most frequently used decision-making-process, it is used 
when the EU has exclusive or shared competence with member states in 
certain policy areas. In these cases, the Council and the parliament amend, 
consider and adopt EU legislation. This legislation is proposed by the 
European commission. The council and Parliament have to reach agreement, 
this usually happens during first reading, otherwise a second reading will be 
held. If both institutions still will not be able to agree after the second reading 
a Conciliation Committee is summoned (this only happens in 9% of the cases).

Lowering the voting age in European elections

In order to effectively lower the voting age in European elections, the 
European commission would have to propose legislation on this subject. 
Before they do this, the commission will first assess the possible economic 
and social consequences. They will also consult interested parties with 
expertise considering the subject of the proposal. National parliaments could 
as well formally express their concerns if they feel that it would be better to 
deal with the subject on a national level.

Once the proposal gets green light it will be send to the Council and the 
parliament. A designated rapporteur will put together a draft report that 
represents the Parliament’s position on the proposal.

This draft report will be given to the responsible committee. In this case that 
would be the committee of constitutional affairs (AFCO). AFCO will discuss 
and vote on the report and could possibly amend it. After this has happened 
AFCO will present the report to the other Members of European Parliament 
(MEP), who will vote on the proposal. The act is then either adopted in its 
current status or the MEPs decide to amend it. 

In the mean time the council of the EU has formed their opinion on the 
proposed legislation and once they receive the parliament’s report they have 
the same decision to make. They can either adopt the proposal as it is, or 
amend. If they choose to adopt it, the proposal will be adopted into law. If 
they choose to amend it, an amended draft will be sent back to the MEPs.
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The MEPs then have three options: they can accept the amendments and the 
proposal will be adopted into law; they can reject the amendment, which 
would stop the entire process; or they can propose new amendments. This is 
usually where a law is successfully adopted.

If new amendments are made, a new draft will be send to the council, for a 
second reading. If they do not adopt it the conciliation will start.

During the conciliation, both parties will try to write a new text, acceptable for 
both institutions. They have six weeks to do this. If they are not able to reach 
a compromise, the entire proposal is dismissed. But if they do agree, the 
proposal will enter its last stage, when this third reading is reached it is not 
possible to make amendments anymore. 

The Commission and the parliament will both have to sign the agreement, if 
this has happened the proposal will be effectively adopted into law.

International and national law

Member states have two different ways to look at the international laws, set 
up by the European Union (community). They could either have a monist 
approach towards it or a dualist approach.

Countries that use the monist approach consider the national law and the 
international law both part of one legal structure, even though they apply to 
different legal areas. Examples of countries that use this monist approach are 
France and the Netherlands. In countries where this approach is used, 
international law is usually applied to the national law as well. In cases where 
international law contradicts national law, international law usually overrules 
national law in these countries.

Countries that use the dualist approach consider national and international 
law to be two fundamentally different structures. An example of a country 
that uses this dualist approach is the United Kingdom. This means that 
international treaties can never be applied unless national legislation makes 
this possible.

This would mean that monist countries will be more likely to lower the voting 
age in national elections than dualist countries, when the European Union 
decides to do so in European elections. However the European Union cannot 
force the member states to do so. This means that it will remain up to the 
member states whether they will lower the voting age to sixteen or not.

Conclusion
It would be legally possible to lower the voting age in European elections. 
However, it will be a long process and multiple parties will have to agree with 
each other and the proposal. It is not possible to force all countries to lower 

33



their voting age in national elections. But, once the voting age in the European 
elections becomes sixteen, the chance that the voting age is lowered in 
national elections as well, drastically increases.
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VI.Opinions
 What are the opinions on this subject?

Survey
In order to find out how fellow European citizens (and others) felt about a 
lower voting age, I made a survey that I shared on my Facebook Profile, my 
post has also been shared by teenagers in Scotland as well as a few Dutch 
adults (all between thirty and fifty years old). Eventually my survey was filled 
out by eighty-five people. 
77 people from the Netherlands
4 from Scotland
1 from the Czech Republic
1 from Germany
1 from Brazil
1 from the United States
Here are the results:

Figure 4: Age of the participants 10 (question one)
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10 the light blue colour (3,5 %) represents the group of participants younger that sixteen



             Figure 5: Voting age in country of residence 11 (question 2)

Figure 6: would sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds take voting seriously? (question 3)
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11 Two people state that the legal voting age in their country is sixteen, this is because of the 
fact that the official voting age in Scotland has not been lowered yet. One of the Scottish 
participants has chosen to pick sixteen whereas the other two picked eighteen. The other 
person who picked the option ʻsixteen-years-old is from Brazil.



     Figure 7: Are teenagers less informed on politics than adults? (question 4)

    Figure 8; Should sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds have the right to vote?  (question 5)
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                   1.            2.           3.          4.           5.           6.        7.

Figure 9: Finish the sentence; sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds...12 (question 6)

1.Should not have the right to vote at all.

2.Should have the right to vote provided that they have a job.

3.Should have the right to vote if they can proof to answer a few simple                            
questions concerning politics.

4.Should have the right to vote but a 16-year-old’s vote counts for 1/4 
vote and a 17-year-old’s vote counts for 1/2 vote.

5.Should have the right to vote in local elections.

6.Should have the right to vote in national elections.

7.Should have the right to vote in all elections (including those for the 
European Parliament)

I also included the option to write an own proposal, however most people 
stated that you should either give all teenagers the right to vote or none.

ʼNo I think there should be no conditions at all. Everyone has the right to vote or no 
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one. Otherwise the whole idea of a democracy is gone. I do think that teenagers are 
less informed but it depends on if you watch the news.’

Other answers were:

‘An admissions test concerning basic questions on national politics should suffice.’

‘Depending on mental and cognitive development age; before the age of 18 the 
developmental progress can vary a lot! It's not just about political awareness but about 
the development of general awareness.’

‘They should only vote if they actually have a preference, not as a random vote.’

‘Intelligence and involvement in politics.’

‘Vote for subjects that concern them, like education, culture, youth rules etc.’

‘No, I think everyone should make a sort off test before they vote, because I believe 
lots of adults also don't know simple aspects of concerning politics.’

‘It has a lot to do with the question at what age adulthood starts. When can you be a 
full citizen? When can you be fully responsible and accountable? In my opinion the 
line isn't very clear, but if you choose one, be consequent.’

Figure 10: Do you think you know enough about the national elections in your 
country? (question 8)
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Figure 11: Do you think you know enough about European elections? (question 9)

Figure 12: Is it fair that Austrian teenagers are allowed in European elections whilst teenagers 
in other countries are not? (question 10)
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The last question was only for the sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds to 
answer.

Figure 13: Would sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds vote if they got the right to vote now. 
(question 11)

Overall, most of the participants think teenagers will take voting seriously, 
however when asked if teenagers should be given the right to vote, most 
people say ‘no’ (37,6%) followed by people saying ‘yes’ (37,6%) and the others 
(27,1 %) say some teenagers should be given the right to vote. Which is 
strange when you look at the answers on question 6 and 7, where most 
people answered negatively on all proposals of only giving some sixteen- and 
seventeen-year-olds the right to vote.

Another thing that caught my eye are answers on three of the sub questions 
in question six.
Sixteen-and-seventeen-year-olds...

...should have the right to vote in local elections.

...should have the right to vote in national elections.

...should have the right to vote in all elections including European elections.

In the first option 10,6% strongly disagrees and 34,1% strongly agrees
In the second option 22,4% strongly disagrees and 22,4% strongly agrees
In the third option 29,4% strongly disagrees and 20% strongly agrees.
This would suggest that when the votes are used to represent a larger 
populations the participants in the survey are more sceptical towards the 
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proposal.
However this might have something to do with the fact that only 21,2% of the 
participants think they know everything they need to know about European 
elections, whereas 55,3% think they know everything they need to know about 
their national elections.

Answers among sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds
After I examined all results I decided to use a filter, to solely focus on the age 
group of sixteen and seventeen year olds. Here are the results that stood out 
after I applied the filter:

Figure 14: Do you think sixteen- and seventeen-year olds would take voting seriously? 
Answered by sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds.

Figure 15: Do young think sixteen- and seventeen-year olds are less informed on politics than 
adults? Answered by sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds.
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Figure 16: Do you think you know enough about the national elections in your country?  
Answered by sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds.

Figure 17: Do you think you know enough about European elections? Answered by sixteen- 
and seventeen-year-olds.
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Figure 20: Finish the sentence; sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds...
Answered by sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds.

44



Figure 21: Should sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds have the right to vote? Answered by 
sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds.

The biggest differences were:

-Teenagers seem to be less convinced that they will take voting seriously.
55.3% of all participants thought sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds would 
take voting seriously whereas only 45.5% of the sixteen- and seventeen-year-
olds thought their peers would take voting seriously.

- They were a bit more confident about their political knowledge 13.6% of the 
sixteen- and seventeen-year olds thought they were better informed on 
politics than adults and 36.4% thought both groups were equally informed. 
These numbers are high compared to the opinion of all participants. The 
percentages were respectively 7.1% and 42.2%.

-50% of the sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds answered that some of the 
sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds should be given the right to vote. 31.8% 
said none of them should be given the right to vote and only 18,2% said all 
sixteen- and seventeen year olds should be given the right to vote. Among all 
participants this was, respectively 27.1%, 37.1% and 35.3%.

-40.9% of the sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds think they know everything 
they need to know about the national elections in their country and only 9,1% 
of them think they know everything they need to know about the European 
elections. Among all participants this was 55.3% and 21.2%.

- None of the sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds completely agreed with the 
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sentence: Sixteen-seventeen-year-olds should have the right to vote in all 
elections including European elections. And eight of them (36.4%) strongly 
disagreed. If you take a look at the original results (where all participants’ 
answers are included) 17 of them (20%) strongly agreed and 25 of them 
(29.4%) strongly disagreed. However 12 (54.5%) of the teenagers (normally) 
agreed that they should be given the right to vote in local elections.

Individual answers
I also had the possibility to look into individual answers, I will discuss a few 
that stood out.
The one that immediately caught my attention was the survey filled out by a 
sixteen-year-old from Brazil. Even though the legal voting age in Brazil is 
sixteen, this person does not think teenagers take voting seriously and more 
importantly will not vote if he or she gets the chance. 

However, this person is strongly in favour of the proposal to lower the voting 
age all together. This might have something to do with the answer to question 
seven, where the participant answered that he or she does not feel she knows 
enough about the national elections in his or her country.

I also looked at the answers the four Scottish participants gave, one of them 
was between 45-and 54-years old, one was sixteen- or seventeen-years-old 
and the other two were between 18- and 24-year-old. All four of them think 
sixteen- and seventeen-years will take voting seriously and should all be 
given the right to vote. And they are in general very much in favour of giving 
sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds the right to vote. However, you should bear 
in mind that only four people is an inadequate number of respondents to give 
a trustworthy reflection of the Scottish opinion on voting rights for sixteen- 
and seventeen-year-olds.

Conclusion
Most participants were positive about the idea of lowering the voting age. 
Sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds seem to be a bit sceptical, but still only 
3,8% (one person) said they would not vote if they got the right to vote (this is 
the participant from Brazil). 57,7% said they would vote in all elections (fifteen 
participants) and 38,5% said they would vote in all national elections (ten 
participants).
I therefore think, the other answers cannot really be seen as an argument 
against the lowering of the voting age.
I do, however, realise, all these sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds are not 
necessarily a reliable reflection of all European, or all Dutch, sixteen- and 
seventeen-year-olds.
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VII.Interview

I initially wanted to try to interview a Dutch politician, who was engaged on 
lowering the voting age. However, this proved to be rather difficult, for the 
last time a politician spoke about lowering the voting age in the Netherlands 
was in 2007. Moreover this person left politics in 2015 which made it even 
harder to contact him.

I therefore  decided to email a variety of political science professors, instead, 
and ask them if I could interview them and if not, they could provide me with 
other names.

That is how I got in touch with Wouter van der Brug.

‘Wouter van der Brug is Professor of Political Science at the University of 
Amsterdam. He is also Honorary Professor in Political Science at the University of 
Copenhagen. His research interests focus on comparative research in collective 
political behaviour, in particular electoral behaviour, right-wing populism, political 
communication, political trust and support, and political parties. He published in 
various international journals, such as the European Journal of Political Research, the 
British Journal of Political Science, Comparative Political Studies, Electoral Studies, 
Party Politics, Political Communication, West European Politics, Political 
Behaviour, European Union Politics, Comparative European Politics, the Journal of 
Theoretical Politics and Acta Politica.’13

He provided me with a number of articles and studies, that turned out to be 
very useful in my investigations. 

Here follows the interview;

What did you study and what is your expertise?

I studied politics, I’m also professor political science and my research 
primarily focuses on voters and political parties.

I tried really hard to find information about movements to lower the 
voting age to sixteen in the Netherlands. Why do you think it is, lowering 
the voting age is not on the Dutch political agenda, whereas, in other 
countries this is a current political subject? 

I have no idea why people are not discussing this. To be honest I don’t even 
know when the voting age was lowered to 18 in the Netherlands. Was that in 
the seventies?
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Yes, I believe it was 1972.

You could of course try to find out what kind of discussions were held at that 
time.

That’s an interesting idea. I assume they followed other countries that 
decided to do so earlier.

I am sure there must have been some kind of discussions about it, at the 
time. So it would of course be a nice start to look into that in your research 
project.

Some countries had different proposals, apart from just lowering the 
voting age. In Germany, for instance, in 2003 someone had the idea of 
‘demeny voting’ where children were given the right to vote at birth but 
the parents would cast the votes on their behalf until the children were 
at least twelve years old. Do you think something like this would be a 
good idea?

Well in this case, the idea would be that every individual would have the right 
to be represented and the parents would cast their votes because the children 
are not capable of making the right decision yet. But what happens then, is 
that a family of four would have more right of representation than a family of 
just one person. So that would be an entirely different idea of representation.

Do you think that that is important.. I mean that every person belongs to 
a democracy is represented to such extent?

Well, to be honest I don’t. I tend to think more from an individual’s point of 
view. So, an individual has the right to be represented, but only from an age 
where this person is capable to make a good estimation of their interests or 
the consequences of certain actions. So if you made a political decision or 
cast your vote in a voting booth, you should be able to think about what the 
parties will do with your vote. You can only be meaningful represented if you 
are able to see that.

And do you think sixteen-year-olds would be capable to do so?

Yes, I think so yes. And in the studies I sent you, a lot of good arguments are 
mentioned to potentially lower this voting age. Especially because, sixteen-
year-olds, could be more actively involved either at school or through family 
so they can get properly informed. Whereas eighteen- or nineteen-year olds 
are at an age where they are likely to move out. This means that when they 
are old enough to vote for the first time, they are focused on completely other 
things.
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Do you think some parents or schools could take advantage of young 
voters to push them in a certain political direction?

No, I don’t expect that to happen. But to be honest I don’t even think that 
children are especially impressible for this. I do not know to what extent you 
would be influenced by your social studies or sociology teacher. I don’t think 
you would. I can imagine you to think that a teacher could inform you or teach 
you something about the political system, but it is up to you who you will 
decide to vote for. I think that is true for most sixteen- and seventeen-year-
olds.

What do you think would be the strongest argument against the lowering 
of the voting age?

To be honest I do not see any important arguments against it.

I find it really hard to come up with them as well.

Do you think the turnout among Dutch teenagers would be high?

Yes, expectations are that the turnout would be higher than among current 
first-time voters, so eighteen- or nineteen-year-olds. Because of one of the 
studies I sent you from Denmark14, they have a really big database so they can 
look at the exact turnout among certain age groups. That shows that people 
who just moved out are less likely to vote. So the turnout could even be 
higher for sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds.

Another article you sent me suggested that the chance to become a life-
time voter increases when you vote the first time you get the chance to 
do so.

Yes, that was the article by Mark Franklin15  I sent you. And that is indeed a 
really interesting result, for it means that people remain creatures of habit. If 
you don’t vote the first opportunity you get, the chance you will not vote the 
next time you get the chance increases. So the first time you are actually 
allowed to vote is very important, because it will socialise you in a certain way 
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and it will help to create a habit to vote. It is really interesting how that works, 
apparently.

Yes, it is really interesting. I didn’t know that, but when you think of it, it 
really makes sense somehow.

Yes, it does make sense. But you do have to come up with it, he did and just 
started to investigate and it turned out to be true.

Do you think this information would also suggest that allowing sixteen- 
and seventeen-year-olds to vote now could increase the turnout in 
future European elections?

Well, I don’t know if this would help in the European elections because they 
have a different kind of problem. Many people, I mean many adults consider 
the European elections to be unimportant. That is because it is unclear what 
exactly is at stake. So that increases the risk of people to become non-voters, 
when their first election is one for the European Parliament.

Do you think schools could play an important role there? When they 
properly inform their students and explain them what is at stake so these 
students will also be more likely to vote in future elections?

Look, what will definitely happen is, when you are in school with certain 
elections coming up. It would be the obvious decision of some teachers to pay 
attention to these elections during class. To inform the students on the 
different parties and the political system and what they are voting for in 
European elections. That kind of information turns out to be very important as 
well, people who are better informed will consider their options more 
carefully. They will realise how important it is and maybe even interesting. 
And when you are interested, you are also more likely to vote. So I would 
think, based on all the research that has been done, that lowering the voting 
age would have a positive effect on the turnout.

Do you think, in some cases, allowing sixteen-and seventeen-year-olds 
to vote could be a tactical decision? In the Scottish independence 
referendum for example, polls prior to the actual referendum already 
showed that young people were in favour of independence. Could that 
have been one of the reasons why the Scottish National Party (SNP) 
wanted sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds to vote? And on the other 
hand is it possible that Westminster does not allow them to vote in the 
Europe Referendum, because young people tend to be more pro-Europe 
than the older generations?
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I can’t tell. 

If parties did that, it would be a short-term strategy. Because, in fact what you 
usually see in elections results, is that nationwide  trends are the strongest 
among the youth. That has something to do with voting-habits. If someone 
has been voting for De Partij van de Arbeid his whole life, this person is very 
likely to continue to do so. So even if a party is losing popularity, the older 
generations still tend to keep voting for this party. With the younger 
generations, we see opposite behaviour. If for example the PVV gains 
popularity or wins seats, they are winning even more seats in the student 
elections. And if Groen Links is doing really well, they are doing even better in 
the student elections. The nationwide trends in the national elections are 
usually similar to those in the student elections, but that’s where they are the 
strongest. But I don’t know, or I don’t think that there is a big difference 
between sixteen- or eighteen-year-olds that has more to do with real long-
term-differences or differences between generations.

So do you think that could have an impact on elections, if a bigger part of 
the electorate is following trends?

Just a little bit, because eventually those sixteen- and seventeen-year olds 
who would be allowed to vote but aren’t now, would only be a really small 
part of the electorate. That difference would probably only be one or two 
seats, and that is nothing if there are as many as 150 seats.

Do you think, if large and important countries such as Germany or the UK 
would lower their voting age, smaller countries such as Belgium or the 
Netherlands would be more likely to do so as well?

I think that would cause more discussion about that subject here. So maybe 
you can try to compare that to the situation in the seventies.

In the United States there have been movements in certain states, to 
lower the voting age. One proposal in California was to give sixteen-
year-olds 1/4 vote and seventeen-year-olds 1/2 vote. Is that a solution 
for the possibility that teenagers aren’t able to vote responsibly?

No, I don’t think that’s a good idea, the message that would spread would be 
that you are allowed to vote as a sixteen-year-old, but you aren’t really 
important. It would be better to just look at Austria, where they did lower the 
voting age, and all evidence suggests that sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds 
are able to vote responsibly. So I do not really think that would be an issue, to 
begin with.

In Austria sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds are also allowed to vote in 
the European elections. I don’t really understand how that’s possible, 
could you explain that to me?
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Well the strange thing is, we do call it European elections, but in fact they are 
just some kind of national elections because Dutch people are not allowed to 
vote for an Italian party, If they would like to. So you vote for the European 
Parliament, but you’re voting for a Dutch party. And the rules, about how the 
individual votes are translated to seats in the European Parliament are 
different in every country. Some countries use districts but in the Netherlands, 
we just use one district so it is completely proportional. So all those kind of 
rules, differ per country. And apparently every country is allowed to decide for 
itself, how they are going to do that.

So the European Parliament would, in the current situation, not be able to 
say that every country has to allow sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds to 
vote?

Yes, that’s the countries‘ decision to make.

Conclusion
Professor van der Brug definitely provided me with useful information, he 
seemed really convinced about the advantages of teenage voting and was able 
to clearly explain them to me. Moreover, he was able to explain to me why the 
possible disadvantages of teenage voting could be neglected. He also 
convinced me that giving all sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds the same 
rights without exceptions. 
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VIII.Conclusion

My main question was: Should the EU lower the voting age in future European 
elections?
My sub-questions were:

-What steps have been taken to expand the electorate, throughout 
history?

-What countries allow minors to vote and under what conditions?

-What are the arguments in favour and against this proposal?

-Is it possible to make teenage suffrage compulsory within the entire EU?

-What are the opinions on this subject?

After working on this project for almost 100 hours, I feel like I have been able 
to properly answer all my sub-questions. 

From a historical point of view, it would not be an odd step to lower the 
voting age, for the laws that decide who is and who is not allowed to vote, 
have changed continuously. The last significant change, in most countries, 
was the lowering of the voting age from twenty-one to eighteen. This is more 
than forty years ago, it could therefore be time for a new change.

If we look at the countries, that did decided to lower the voting age, some of 
them occasionally and some permanently, none of them seem to regret their 
decision. And why would they? The turnout is higher than the turnout among 
usual first-time-voters, and even if the turnout is low, all sixteen- and 
seventeen-year-olds seem to understand the possible consequences of their 
vote.

The question about the pros and cons was the most important sub-question 
for me, for it showed me that allowing sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds to 
vote could mean much more than expanding the electorate. It could put a 
stop to the current decline of voters in the European elections and create a 
life-time voting-habit. It was much harder to find arguments against the 
proposal however this was what made the investigation interesting. I was glad 
that I was eventually able to find multiple strong arguments against the case.
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However, as said in the sub-conclusion, for me the advantages outweigh the 
disadvantages. This is because even if the possible disadvantages were to 
come true, this group of new voters will not be big enough to make a 
significant change. However, this does not mean giving them the right to vote 
would have no use, because it gives them the opportunity to be guided and 
informed the first time they vote, which could mean they will continue to vote 
throughout their lives.

The fourth sub-question was definitely the hardest one to answer. When I 
started this project, I was really excited about finding out how the European 
Union and the elections for the European Parliament actually work, because it 
always felt very abstract to me. However, as soon as I started on the chapter I 
regretted my intentions immediately. 

All the names of the different European bodies confused me and it took me a 
few illustrative videos before I finally understood what their names and tasks 
were. 

After this was finally clear to me, it was much easier to understand the 
decision making process. I really wanted to understand this process 
thoroughly before explaining it, and I hope I succeeded to explain this 
process as clearly as possible. 

As I stated in my sub-conclusion, it is not possible for the EU to force all 
European Countries to lower the voting age for they simply do not have the 
power to do so. However it is possible to lower the voting age for European 
Elections but both the European Parliament, consisting of the European 
Parties, and the Council of the EU, consisting of ministers from the member 
states, will have to agree to the proposal.

When it comes to the opinions, I cannot completely rely on the answers given 
in my survey, simply because the participants are not a reliable reflection of 
the European citizens. I wish I could have had the chance to reach all different 
kinds of citizens but this is, unfortunately, almost impossible. 

However, the survey did provide me with answers I had not completely 
expected. I had thought, it would be the sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds 
who would be most in favour of the proposal, but the opposite turned out to 
be true. Sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds were not against the lowering of 
the voting age. They just were not as positive as the older participants were. 
Nevertheless, I am not concerned, for almost all sixteen- and seventeen-
year-olds stated they would vote if they got the chance to do so. And most of 
them said they would also vote in European elections.
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The interview convinced me of the advantages of voting at an early age and I 
think that if the voting age were to be lowered and all parents and schools 
would support their children in this important process, the proposal could be 
an important step in the expansion of democracy and more importantly could 
secure the future of this democracy, where politicians properly represent the 
citizens.

All in all, I think lowering the voting age would be a good idea. I hope, the 
European Union and the member states will soon realise this, and maybe in 
the future allow sixteen- and seventeen-year-olds to vote.

Evaluation

I have thoroughly enjoyed working on this project, and I now have the feeling 
that I created something. I loved the fact, that it was all up to me to decide 
what I wanted to include and that if I found something interesting I could 
spend more time on investigating it. This is something I was not entirely used 
to, for in previous projects it was always important to follow certain 
guidelines and answer certain questions and I simply did not have the time to 
investigate something as thoroughly as I could now.

Of course I have experienced difficulties during the process o, there were 
moments, I really could not get myself to start writing. But, luckily, these 
moments were scarce, most of the time I could not stop writing when I had 
started. This is one of the reasons why I am very glad, I had one week to 
solely focus on my project. Instead of dividing my time between maths, 
economics, German and this project, I could now spend all my time working 
on it. 

Moreover, I am very grateful, I had so many people that were willing to fill out 
my survey and pointed out to me that my first concept of it was flawed, this 
enabled me to rephrase certain questions and made them easier to 
understand.

As I have stated in my conclusion, it was difficult for me at first to understand 
how the European Union works but by reading lots of articles I finally feel to 
understand it. This is information I hope to never forget and I am sure will be 
useful in the rest of my life, for I am certain to vote in the next European 
elections of 2019.

I hope to study international relations next year, and working on this has 
ensured me of this decision. I am looking forward to write more essays on 
things I am passionate about, and maybe even pursue a career in politics.

55



56



IX.Sources

Earlier Studies and reports

Aarts K. ,Kolk H. van der . Het verlagen van de kiesgerechtigde leeftijd tot 16 jaar; 
debatten, argumenten en consequenties (2009-2010): Universiteit Twente as 
requested by the interior minister.

Bergh J.(Institute for social research in Oslo) Does Voting rights affect the political 
maturity of 16- and 17-year-olds? Findings from the 2011 Norwegian voting-age 
trial (accepted 15 November 2012)

Bergh J., Ødegård G., Saglie J. Institute for Social Research, Oslo. Why did they vote? 
Voting at 16 and the mobilization of young voters in the 2011 Norwegian local 
election.(2014) http://www.abo.fi/fakultet/media/33801/
degard_bergh_saglie_abo2015.pdf

Bhatti Y. and Hansen K.(Department of political science, University of Copenhagen, 
Denmark, Wass H.( Department of political and Economic Studie, University of 
Helsinki), The relationship between age and turnout: A roller-coaster ride (accepted 
16 May 2012)

Franklin M. N. (European University Institute, Department of Political and Social 
Sciences) Hobolt S. B. Hobolt (University of Oxford, Department of Politics and 
international Relations), The legacy of lethargy: How elections to the European 
Parliament depress turnout (accepted 24 September 2010).

ICM research on behalf of The Electoral Commission, Post-polling day opinion 
research report.(november 2014). http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/
assets/pdf_file/0005/179807/Scottish-referendum-Public-Opinion-survey-ICM-
Report-WEBSITE.pdf

Johann D. , Kritzinger S. , Wagner M.. Voting at 16: Turnout and the quality of vote 
choice: Department of Methods in the Social Sciences,University of Vienna. Voting at 
16: Turnout and the Quality of vote choice (accepted 20 January 2012)

Plutzer E.(The pennsylvania State University)  The American Political Science 
Review,Vol. 96, no. 1 Becoming a Habitual Voter: Inertia, Resources, and Growth in 
Young Adulthood (March 2002): http://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2010/11/
becoming-a-habitual-voter.pdf

57

http://www.abo.fi/fakultet/media/33801/degard_bergh_saglie_abo2015.pdf
http://www.abo.fi/fakultet/media/33801/degard_bergh_saglie_abo2015.pdf
http://www.abo.fi/fakultet/media/33801/degard_bergh_saglie_abo2015.pdf
http://www.abo.fi/fakultet/media/33801/degard_bergh_saglie_abo2015.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/179807/Scottish-referendum-Public-Opinion-survey-ICM-Report-WEBSITE.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/179807/Scottish-referendum-Public-Opinion-survey-ICM-Report-WEBSITE.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/179807/Scottish-referendum-Public-Opinion-survey-ICM-Report-WEBSITE.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/179807/Scottish-referendum-Public-Opinion-survey-ICM-Report-WEBSITE.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/179807/Scottish-referendum-Public-Opinion-survey-ICM-Report-WEBSITE.pdf
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/179807/Scottish-referendum-Public-Opinion-survey-ICM-Report-WEBSITE.pdf
http://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2010/11/becoming-a-habitual-voter.pdf
http://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2010/11/becoming-a-habitual-voter.pdf
http://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2010/11/becoming-a-habitual-voter.pdf
http://www.nonprofitvote.org/documents/2010/11/becoming-a-habitual-voter.pdf


Books

Cuthbert M. (2006). European Union Law. London: Sweet & Maxwell

Prof. mr. Elzinga DJ., prof. mr. Kummeling H.R.B.M. & mr. Schipper-Spanninga 
J. (2012). Het Nederlandse Kiesrecht. Deventer: Kluwer

Internet sources

Ancient Greek Democracy (no date) accessed on 26 November 2015: http://
www.history.com/topics/ancient-history/ancient-greece-democracy

Asia-Pacific economics blog, Lowering the Voting age Pros and Cons (28 November 
2014) accessed on 10 January 2016: http://apecsec.org/lowering-the-voting-age-
pros-and-cons/

BBC, Argentina voting age lowered from 18 to 16 (1 November 2012) accessed on 6 
January 2016: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-20164573

BBC, Cut in Scottish voting age passed unanimously (18 June 2015) accessed on 29 
December 2015: http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-scotland-
politics-33173488

BBC, Growth of democracy (major changes) (no date) accessed on 28 December 2015: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/higher/history/democracy/changes/revision/2/

BBC, Island’s voting age lowered to 16 (7 February 2006) accessed on 6 January 
2016:http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/isle_of_man/4690678.stm

BBC Jersey, voting age lowered to 16 (7 June 2007) accessed on 6 january 2016: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/jersey/content/articles/2006/02/17/
old_enough_to_vote_feature.shtml

BBC, North Korea elections: What is decided and how? (19 July 2015) accessed on 9 
January 2016: http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-33584638

BBC, Scottish independence: Bill to lower voting age lodged (12 March 2013) accessed 
on 7 January 2016: http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-scotland-
politics-21741448

British Library, The 1832 Reform Act (no date) accessed on 28 december 2015: 
http://www.bl.uk/learning/histcitizen/21cc/struggle/chartists1/historicalsources/
source2/reformact.html

CIA, the world factbook (no date) accessed on 5 january 2016: https://www.cia.gov/
library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/bk.html 

Chartsbin, legal voting age around the world (2010) accessed on 5 january 2016: 
http://chartsbin.com/view/re6 

Consilium, The Council of the European Union (no date) accessed on 16 January 2016: 
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/

58

http://www.history.com/topics/ancient-history/ancient-greece-democracy
http://www.history.com/topics/ancient-history/ancient-greece-democracy
http://www.history.com/topics/ancient-history/ancient-greece-democracy
http://www.history.com/topics/ancient-history/ancient-greece-democracy
http://apecsec.org/lowering-the-voting-age-pros-and-cons/
http://apecsec.org/lowering-the-voting-age-pros-and-cons/
http://apecsec.org/lowering-the-voting-age-pros-and-cons/
http://apecsec.org/lowering-the-voting-age-pros-and-cons/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-20164573
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-20164573
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-33173488
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-33173488
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-33173488
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-33173488
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/higher/history/democracy/changes/revision/2/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/higher/history/democracy/changes/revision/2/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/isle_of_man/4690678.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/isle_of_man/4690678.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/jersey/content/articles/2006/02/17/old_enough_to_vote_feature.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/jersey/content/articles/2006/02/17/old_enough_to_vote_feature.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/jersey/content/articles/2006/02/17/old_enough_to_vote_feature.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/jersey/content/articles/2006/02/17/old_enough_to_vote_feature.shtml
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-33584638
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-33584638
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-21741448
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-21741448
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-21741448
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-scotland-politics-21741448
http://www.bl.uk/learning/histcitizen/21cc/struggle/chartists1/historicalsources/source2/reformact.html
http://www.bl.uk/learning/histcitizen/21cc/struggle/chartists1/historicalsources/source2/reformact.html
http://www.bl.uk/learning/histcitizen/21cc/struggle/chartists1/historicalsources/source2/reformact.html
http://www.bl.uk/learning/histcitizen/21cc/struggle/chartists1/historicalsources/source2/reformact.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/bk.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/bk.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/bk.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/bk.html
http://chartsbin.com/view/re6
http://chartsbin.com/view/re6
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/


Consilium, The role of the council in international agreements (no date) accessed on 
17 January 2016: http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/international-
agreements/

Professor Curtice J. (Politics, Strathclyde University), So How Many 16 and 17 Year 
Olds Voted: http://blog.whatscotlandthinks.org/2014/12/many-16-17-year-olds-
voted/

Danish Youth Council, The suffrage age world wide (January 2011) accessed on 6 
January 2016: http://www.cje.org/descargas/cje4968.pdf

Dadalos, EU institutions (no date) accessed on 17 January 2016: http://www.dadalos-
europe.org/int/grundkurs4/eu-struktur_1.htm

Democracy web, The Multiparty System: History (No Date) accessed on 22 december 
2015: http://democracyweb.org/node/50

DW, Germany ponders “Family Vote” (4 September 2003) accessed on 10 January 
2016: http://www.dw.com/en/germany-ponders-family-vote/a-962669

European Commission, about the European commission (no date) accessed on 18 
January 2016:http://ec.europa.eu/about/index_en.htm#what-we-do

European Commission (no date) accessed on 18 January 2016: http://ec.europa.eu/
atwork/decision-making/index_en.htm

European Union, How decisions are made (no date) accessed on 18 januari 2016: 
http://europa.eu/eu-law/index_en.htm

European Parliament, about Parliament (no date) accessed on 18 january 2016: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/20150201PVL00010/
Organisation

European Parliament, Results of the 2014 European Elections, accessed on 10 January 
2015: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/elections2014-results/en/turnout.html

European Youth Forum, vote 16 (european level) (no date) accessed on 18 January 
2016:http://www.youthforum.org/vote-16/

Europa nu, verkiezingen Europees Parlement 2014 (31 July 2014) accessed on 17 
January 2015: http://www.europa-nu.nl/id/vj2nfcso80uv/
verkiezingen_europees_parlement_2014

European Parliament, About Parliament (no date) Accessed on 17 January 2016: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/20150201PVL00010/
Organisation

European Parliament Committees, Constitutional affairs (no date) accessed on 18 
January 2016: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/AFCO/home.html

59

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/international-agreements/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/international-agreements/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/international-agreements/
http://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/international-agreements/
http://blog.whatscotlandthinks.org/2014/12/many-16-17-year-olds-voted/
http://blog.whatscotlandthinks.org/2014/12/many-16-17-year-olds-voted/
http://blog.whatscotlandthinks.org/2014/12/many-16-17-year-olds-voted/
http://blog.whatscotlandthinks.org/2014/12/many-16-17-year-olds-voted/
http://www.cje.org/descargas/cje4968.pdf
http://www.cje.org/descargas/cje4968.pdf
http://www.dadalos-europe.org/int/grundkurs4/eu-struktur_1.htm
http://www.dadalos-europe.org/int/grundkurs4/eu-struktur_1.htm
http://www.dadalos-europe.org/int/grundkurs4/eu-struktur_1.htm
http://www.dadalos-europe.org/int/grundkurs4/eu-struktur_1.htm
http://democracyweb.org/node/50
http://democracyweb.org/node/50
http://www.dw.com/en/germany-ponders-family-vote/a-962669
http://www.dw.com/en/germany-ponders-family-vote/a-962669
http://ec.europa.eu/about/index_en.htm#what-we-do
http://ec.europa.eu/about/index_en.htm#what-we-do
http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/decision-making/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/decision-making/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/decision-making/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/atwork/decision-making/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/eu-law/index_en.htm
http://europa.eu/eu-law/index_en.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/20150201PVL00010/Organisation
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/20150201PVL00010/Organisation
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/20150201PVL00010/Organisation
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/20150201PVL00010/Organisation
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/elections2014-results/en/turnout.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/elections2014-results/en/turnout.html
http://www.youthforum.org/vote-16/
http://www.youthforum.org/vote-16/
http://www.europa-nu.nl/id/vj2nfcso80uv/verkiezingen_europees_parlement_2014
http://www.europa-nu.nl/id/vj2nfcso80uv/verkiezingen_europees_parlement_2014
http://www.europa-nu.nl/id/vj2nfcso80uv/verkiezingen_europees_parlement_2014
http://www.europa-nu.nl/id/vj2nfcso80uv/verkiezingen_europees_parlement_2014
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/20150201PVL00010/Organisation
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/20150201PVL00010/Organisation
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/20150201PVL00010/Organisation
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/20150201PVL00010/Organisation
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/AFCO/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/AFCO/home.html


Europees parlement, lesmodule Europese verkiezingen. (no date) accessed on 17 
January 2016: http://www.europeesparlement.nl/resource/static/files/pdf/
lesmodule-ee2014-digitaal.pdf

Eurostat, Population structure and ageing (june 2015) accessed on 11 January 2016: 
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/
Population_structure_and_ageing

Encyclopaedia britannica, civitas (no date) accessed on 28 november 2015: http://
www.britannica.com/topic/civitas

Encyclopaedia britannica, patrician (no date) accessed on 28 november 2015: http://
www.britannica.com/topic/patrician

Encyclopaedia britannica, plebeian (no date) accessed on 28 november 2015: http://
www.britannica.com/topic/plebeian

Encyclopaedia britannica, rotten borough (no date) accessed on 28 december 2015: 
http://www.britannica.com/topic/rotten-borough 

The Guardian, Lords reject attempt to lower EU referendum voting age to 16 (14 
December 2015) accessed on 7 January 2016: http://www.theguardian.com/politics/
2015/dec/14/lords-reject--lower-eu-referendum-voting-age-16

the Guardian, Scottish referendum: is it yes or no to politics in class? (9 September 
2014) accessed on 13 January: http://www.theguardian.com/education/2014/sep/
09/scottish-independence-referendum-yes-no-politics-in-class

History, the 26th amendment (no date) accessed on 24 december 2015: http://
www.history.com/topics/the-26th-amendment

History of democracy (no date) accessed on 26 November 2015: http://
www.historyworld.net/wrldhis/PlainTextHistories.asp?historyid=ac42

independent, Austria opens the polls to 16-year-olds (26 September 2008) accessed5 
January 2016: http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/austria-opens-
the-polls-to-16-year-olds-943706.html 

Independent, Swiss suffragettes were still fighting for the right to vote in 1971 (25 
September 2015) accessed on 2 january 2016:http://www.independent.co.uk/news/
world/politics/swiss-suffragettes-were-still-fighting-for-the-right-to-vote-
in-1971-10514445.html

Inter Press Service, 16-Year-Old Vote on the agenda in latin America (17 September 
2012) accessed on 6 January 2016: http://www.ipsnews.net/2012/09/16-year-old-
vote-on-the-agenda-in-latin-america/

Mach’s ab 16, wahlrecht 16 in Deutschland (no date) accessed on 7 January 2016: 
http://www.machs-ab-16.de/waehlen-ab-16/wahlrecht-16-deutschlandvoting

Mark Cartwright, Athenian Democracy (13 october 2014) accessed 28 november 
2015: http://www.ancient.eu/Athenian_Democracy/

60

http://www.europeesparlement.nl/resource/static/files/pdf/lesmodule-ee2014-digitaal.pdf
http://www.europeesparlement.nl/resource/static/files/pdf/lesmodule-ee2014-digitaal.pdf
http://www.europeesparlement.nl/resource/static/files/pdf/lesmodule-ee2014-digitaal.pdf
http://www.europeesparlement.nl/resource/static/files/pdf/lesmodule-ee2014-digitaal.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Population_structure_and_ageing
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Population_structure_and_ageing
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Population_structure_and_ageing
http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Population_structure_and_ageing
http://www.britannica.com/topic/civitas
http://www.britannica.com/topic/civitas
http://www.britannica.com/topic/civitas
http://www.britannica.com/topic/civitas
http://www.britannica.com/topic/patrician
http://www.britannica.com/topic/patrician
http://www.britannica.com/topic/patrician
http://www.britannica.com/topic/patrician
http://www.britannica.com/topic/plebeian
http://www.britannica.com/topic/plebeian
http://www.britannica.com/topic/plebeian
http://www.britannica.com/topic/plebeian
http://www.britannica.com/topic/rotten-borough
http://www.britannica.com/topic/rotten-borough
http://www.theguardian.com/politics/2015/dec/14/lords-reject--lower-eu-referendum-voting-age-16
http://www.theguardian.com/politics/2015/dec/14/lords-reject--lower-eu-referendum-voting-age-16
http://www.theguardian.com/politics/2015/dec/14/lords-reject--lower-eu-referendum-voting-age-16
http://www.theguardian.com/politics/2015/dec/14/lords-reject--lower-eu-referendum-voting-age-16
http://www.theguardian.com/education/2014/sep/09/scottish-independence-referendum-yes-no-politics-in-class
http://www.theguardian.com/education/2014/sep/09/scottish-independence-referendum-yes-no-politics-in-class
http://www.theguardian.com/education/2014/sep/09/scottish-independence-referendum-yes-no-politics-in-class
http://www.theguardian.com/education/2014/sep/09/scottish-independence-referendum-yes-no-politics-in-class
http://www.history.com/topics/the-26th-amendment
http://www.history.com/topics/the-26th-amendment
http://www.history.com/topics/the-26th-amendment
http://www.history.com/topics/the-26th-amendment
http://www.historyworld.net/wrldhis/PlainTextHistories.asp?historyid=ac42
http://www.historyworld.net/wrldhis/PlainTextHistories.asp?historyid=ac42
http://www.historyworld.net/wrldhis/PlainTextHistories.asp?historyid=ac42
http://www.historyworld.net/wrldhis/PlainTextHistories.asp?historyid=ac42
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/austria-opens-the-polls-to-16-year-olds-943706.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/austria-opens-the-polls-to-16-year-olds-943706.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/austria-opens-the-polls-to-16-year-olds-943706.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/austria-opens-the-polls-to-16-year-olds-943706.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/politics/swiss-suffragettes-were-still-fighting-for-the-right-to-vote-in-1971-10514445.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/politics/swiss-suffragettes-were-still-fighting-for-the-right-to-vote-in-1971-10514445.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/politics/swiss-suffragettes-were-still-fighting-for-the-right-to-vote-in-1971-10514445.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/politics/swiss-suffragettes-were-still-fighting-for-the-right-to-vote-in-1971-10514445.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/politics/swiss-suffragettes-were-still-fighting-for-the-right-to-vote-in-1971-10514445.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/politics/swiss-suffragettes-were-still-fighting-for-the-right-to-vote-in-1971-10514445.html
http://www.ipsnews.net/2012/09/16-year-old-vote-on-the-agenda-in-latin-america/
http://www.ipsnews.net/2012/09/16-year-old-vote-on-the-agenda-in-latin-america/
http://www.ipsnews.net/2012/09/16-year-old-vote-on-the-agenda-in-latin-america/
http://www.ipsnews.net/2012/09/16-year-old-vote-on-the-agenda-in-latin-america/
http://www.machs-ab-16.de/waehlen-ab-16/wahlrecht-16-deutschland
http://www.machs-ab-16.de/waehlen-ab-16/wahlrecht-16-deutschland
http://www.ancient.eu/Athenian_Democracy/
http://www.ancient.eu/Athenian_Democracy/


Michael Arnheim, The U.S Constitution’s Twenty-Sixth Amendment: Lowering the 
Voting Age. (no date) accessed on 23 December 2015: http://www.dummies.com/
how-to/content/the-us-constitutions-twentysixth-amendment-lowerin.html

National Youth Council of Ireland (NYCI) Nine Good Reasons for Extending Voting 
Rights to 16- and 17-year-olds (no date) accessed on 10 january 2016: http://
www.voteat16.ie/nine_reasons

National Youth Rights Association(NYRA), Success stories (no date) accessed on 10 
January 2016; http://youthrights.org/action/chapters/success-stories/

National Youth Rights Association (NYRA), Voting Age Status Report (last updated on 
8 December 2015) accessed on 9 January 2016: http://youthrights.org/issues/
voting-age/voting-age-status-report/

NU.nl, dit zijn de resultaten van de Provinciale Statenverkiezingen (last updated on 20 
March 2015) accessed on 16 January 2016: http://www.nu.nl/weekend/4014122/
resultaten-van-provinciale-statenverkiezingen.html

Newstalk, map: which countries have lowered their voting ages to 16? (11 July 2013) 
accessed on 5 January 2016: https://www.newstalk.com/Map:-Which-countries-
lowered-their-voting-ages-to-16

Scholierenverkiezingen, landelijke uitslagen scholierenverkiezingen 2015 (no date) 
accessed on 16 January 2016: http://www.nu.nl/weekend/4014122/resultaten-van-
provinciale-statenverkiezingen.html

Spiegel, Teen Trend Setters: A State in Germany lowers voting age to sixteen (19 May 
2011) accessed on 10 January 2016: http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/
teen-trend-setters-a-state-in-germany-lowers-voting-age-to-sixteen-
a-763402.html

International debate education association, this house would allow voting at sixteen 
in European Parliament elections (no date) accessed on 18 January 2016: http://
idebate.org/debatabase/debates/politics/house-allow-voting-16-european-
parliament-elections

The Slovenia Times, President for Lowering Voting Age to 16 (13 November 2014) 
accessed on 6 January 2016: http://www.sloveniatimes.com/president-for-lowering-
voting-age-to-16

the Telegraph, Argentina lowers voting age to 16 (1 November 2012) accessed on 6 
January 2016: http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/southamerica/
argentina/9647629/Argentina-lowers-voting-age-to-16.html

The ten tribes of Athens (5 september 2015) accessed on26 November 2015: http://
theatreofancientgreece.blogspot.nl/2015/09/the-ten-tribes-or-demes-of-
athens.html

The National Archives, Records of Rights Vote: “Old Enough to Fight, Old Enough to 
Vote” (13 November 2013) accessed 23 december 2015: http://blogs.archives.gov/
prologue/?p=12964

61

http://www.dummies.com/how-to/content/the-us-constitutions-twentysixth-amendment-lowerin.html
http://www.dummies.com/how-to/content/the-us-constitutions-twentysixth-amendment-lowerin.html
http://www.dummies.com/how-to/content/the-us-constitutions-twentysixth-amendment-lowerin.html
http://www.dummies.com/how-to/content/the-us-constitutions-twentysixth-amendment-lowerin.html
http://www.voteat16.ie/nine_reasons
http://www.voteat16.ie/nine_reasons
http://www.voteat16.ie/nine_reasons
http://www.voteat16.ie/nine_reasons
http://youthrights.org/action/chapters/success-stories/
http://youthrights.org/action/chapters/success-stories/
http://youthrights.org/issues/voting-age/voting-age-status-report/
http://youthrights.org/issues/voting-age/voting-age-status-report/
http://youthrights.org/issues/voting-age/voting-age-status-report/
http://youthrights.org/issues/voting-age/voting-age-status-report/
http://www.nu.nl/weekend/4014122/resultaten-van-provinciale-statenverkiezingen.html
http://www.nu.nl/weekend/4014122/resultaten-van-provinciale-statenverkiezingen.html
http://www.nu.nl/weekend/4014122/resultaten-van-provinciale-statenverkiezingen.html
http://www.nu.nl/weekend/4014122/resultaten-van-provinciale-statenverkiezingen.html
https://www.newstalk.com/Map:-Which-countries-lowered-their-voting-ages-to-16
https://www.newstalk.com/Map:-Which-countries-lowered-their-voting-ages-to-16
https://www.newstalk.com/Map:-Which-countries-lowered-their-voting-ages-to-16
https://www.newstalk.com/Map:-Which-countries-lowered-their-voting-ages-to-16
http://www.nu.nl/weekend/4014122/resultaten-van-provinciale-statenverkiezingen.html
http://www.nu.nl/weekend/4014122/resultaten-van-provinciale-statenverkiezingen.html
http://www.nu.nl/weekend/4014122/resultaten-van-provinciale-statenverkiezingen.html
http://www.nu.nl/weekend/4014122/resultaten-van-provinciale-statenverkiezingen.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/teen-trend-setters-a-state-in-germany-lowers-voting-age-to-sixteen-a-763402.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/teen-trend-setters-a-state-in-germany-lowers-voting-age-to-sixteen-a-763402.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/teen-trend-setters-a-state-in-germany-lowers-voting-age-to-sixteen-a-763402.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/teen-trend-setters-a-state-in-germany-lowers-voting-age-to-sixteen-a-763402.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/teen-trend-setters-a-state-in-germany-lowers-voting-age-to-sixteen-a-763402.html
http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/teen-trend-setters-a-state-in-germany-lowers-voting-age-to-sixteen-a-763402.html
http://idebate.org/debatabase/debates/politics/house-allow-voting-16-european-parliament-elections
http://idebate.org/debatabase/debates/politics/house-allow-voting-16-european-parliament-elections
http://idebate.org/debatabase/debates/politics/house-allow-voting-16-european-parliament-elections
http://idebate.org/debatabase/debates/politics/house-allow-voting-16-european-parliament-elections
http://idebate.org/debatabase/debates/politics/house-allow-voting-16-european-parliament-elections
http://idebate.org/debatabase/debates/politics/house-allow-voting-16-european-parliament-elections
http://www.sloveniatimes.com/president-for-lowering-voting-age-to-16
http://www.sloveniatimes.com/president-for-lowering-voting-age-to-16
http://www.sloveniatimes.com/president-for-lowering-voting-age-to-16
http://www.sloveniatimes.com/president-for-lowering-voting-age-to-16
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/southamerica/argentina/9647629/Argentina-lowers-voting-age-to-16.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/southamerica/argentina/9647629/Argentina-lowers-voting-age-to-16.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/southamerica/argentina/9647629/Argentina-lowers-voting-age-to-16.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/southamerica/argentina/9647629/Argentina-lowers-voting-age-to-16.html
http://theatreofancientgreece.blogspot.nl/2015/09/the-ten-tribes-or-demes-of-athens.html
http://theatreofancientgreece.blogspot.nl/2015/09/the-ten-tribes-or-demes-of-athens.html
http://theatreofancientgreece.blogspot.nl/2015/09/the-ten-tribes-or-demes-of-athens.html
http://theatreofancientgreece.blogspot.nl/2015/09/the-ten-tribes-or-demes-of-athens.html
http://theatreofancientgreece.blogspot.nl/2015/09/the-ten-tribes-or-demes-of-athens.html
http://theatreofancientgreece.blogspot.nl/2015/09/the-ten-tribes-or-demes-of-athens.html
http://blogs.archives.gov/prologue/?p=12964
http://blogs.archives.gov/prologue/?p=12964
http://blogs.archives.gov/prologue/?p=12964
http://blogs.archives.gov/prologue/?p=12964


U.S. Voting Rights Timeline (no date) accessed on 22 December 2015: http://
www.kqed.org/assets/pdf/education/digitalmedia/us-voting-rights-timeline.pdf

Professor P.J. Rhodes, Voting in ancient Athens (no date) accessed on 27 November 
2015: http://irisonline.org.uk/index.php/features/features-archive/197-voting-in-
ancient-athens

Parliament.uk, the reform act 1832 (no date) accessed on 22 december 2015: http://
www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/evolutionofparliament/houseofcommons/
reformacts/overview/reformact1832/

Parliament.uk, Representation of the people act (no date) accessed on 29 december 
2015: http://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/transformingsociety/
electionsvoting/womenvote/parliamentary-collections/collections-the-vote-and-
after/representation-of-the-people-act-1918/representation-of-the-people-
act-1918-page-2/

Parlement & politiek, kiesrecht (no date) accessed on 2 January 2016: https://
www.parlement.com/id/vh8lnhrouwze/kiesrecht

Politico (Peter Levine),Why the voting age should be seventeen(24 February 2015) 
accessed on 9 January 2016: http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2015/02/
voting-age-17-115466 

Roman Citizenship (no date) accessed on 28 November 2015: http://www.ancient.eu/
Athenian_Democracy/

Roman government (no date) accessed on 28 November 2015: http://quatr.us/
romans/government/

Shmoop, the first party system (no date) accessed on 22 december 2015: http://
www.shmoop.com/political-parties/the-first-party-system.html

Spartacus Educational, 1885 reform act (no date) accessed on 29 december 2015: 
http://spartacus-educational.com/PR1885.htm

Washington Post, Takoma Park grants 16-year-olds the right to vote (14 May 2013), 
accessed on 10 January 2016: https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/takoma-park-
grants-16-year-olds-right-to-vote/2013/05/14/b27c52c4-
bccd-11e2-89c9-3be8095fe767_story.html

Washington Post, Hyattsville becomes second U.S. municipality to lower voting age to 
16 (14 January 2015), accessed on 10 January 2016: https://
www.washingtonpost.com/local/md-politics/hyattsville-becomes-second-city-in-
the-us-to-lower-voting-age-to-16/2015/01/07/24a7c8be-95c7-11e4-aabd-
d0b93ff613d5_story.html

Wikipedia, Boule (ancient greece) (no date) accessed on 26 November 2015: https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boule_(ancient_Greece)

Wikipedia, Timeline of Women’s Suffrage (last update: 2 january 2016) accessed on 2 
January 2016: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_women%27s_suffrage

62

http://www.kqed.org/assets/pdf/education/digitalmedia/us-voting-rights-timeline.pdf
http://www.kqed.org/assets/pdf/education/digitalmedia/us-voting-rights-timeline.pdf
http://www.kqed.org/assets/pdf/education/digitalmedia/us-voting-rights-timeline.pdf
http://www.kqed.org/assets/pdf/education/digitalmedia/us-voting-rights-timeline.pdf
http://irisonline.org.uk/index.php/features/features-archive/197-voting-in-ancient-athens
http://irisonline.org.uk/index.php/features/features-archive/197-voting-in-ancient-athens
http://irisonline.org.uk/index.php/features/features-archive/197-voting-in-ancient-athens
http://irisonline.org.uk/index.php/features/features-archive/197-voting-in-ancient-athens
http://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/evolutionofparliament/houseofcommons/reformacts/overview/reformact1832/
http://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/evolutionofparliament/houseofcommons/reformacts/overview/reformact1832/
http://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/evolutionofparliament/houseofcommons/reformacts/overview/reformact1832/
http://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/evolutionofparliament/houseofcommons/reformacts/overview/reformact1832/
http://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/evolutionofparliament/houseofcommons/reformacts/overview/reformact1832/
http://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/evolutionofparliament/houseofcommons/reformacts/overview/reformact1832/
http://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/transformingsociety/electionsvoting/womenvote/parliamentary-collections/collections-the-vote-and-after/representation-of-the-people-act-1918/representation-of-the-people-act-1918-page-2/
http://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/transformingsociety/electionsvoting/womenvote/parliamentary-collections/collections-the-vote-and-after/representation-of-the-people-act-1918/representation-of-the-people-act-1918-page-2/
http://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/transformingsociety/electionsvoting/womenvote/parliamentary-collections/collections-the-vote-and-after/representation-of-the-people-act-1918/representation-of-the-people-act-1918-page-2/
http://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/transformingsociety/electionsvoting/womenvote/parliamentary-collections/collections-the-vote-and-after/representation-of-the-people-act-1918/representation-of-the-people-act-1918-page-2/
http://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/transformingsociety/electionsvoting/womenvote/parliamentary-collections/collections-the-vote-and-after/representation-of-the-people-act-1918/representation-of-the-people-act-1918-page-2/
http://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/transformingsociety/electionsvoting/womenvote/parliamentary-collections/collections-the-vote-and-after/representation-of-the-people-act-1918/representation-of-the-people-act-1918-page-2/
http://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/transformingsociety/electionsvoting/womenvote/parliamentary-collections/collections-the-vote-and-after/representation-of-the-people-act-1918/representation-of-the-people-act-1918-page-2/
http://www.parliament.uk/about/living-heritage/transformingsociety/electionsvoting/womenvote/parliamentary-collections/collections-the-vote-and-after/representation-of-the-people-act-1918/representation-of-the-people-act-1918-page-2/
https://www.parlement.com/id/vh8lnhrouwze/kiesrecht
https://www.parlement.com/id/vh8lnhrouwze/kiesrecht
https://www.parlement.com/id/vh8lnhrouwze/kiesrecht
https://www.parlement.com/id/vh8lnhrouwze/kiesrecht
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2015/02/voting-age-17-115466
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2015/02/voting-age-17-115466
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2015/02/voting-age-17-115466
http://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2015/02/voting-age-17-115466
http://www.ancient.eu/Athenian_Democracy/
http://www.ancient.eu/Athenian_Democracy/
http://www.ancient.eu/Athenian_Democracy/
http://www.ancient.eu/Athenian_Democracy/
http://quatr.us/romans/government/
http://quatr.us/romans/government/
http://quatr.us/romans/government/
http://quatr.us/romans/government/
http://www.shmoop.com/political-parties/the-first-party-system.html
http://www.shmoop.com/political-parties/the-first-party-system.html
http://www.shmoop.com/political-parties/the-first-party-system.html
http://www.shmoop.com/political-parties/the-first-party-system.html
http://spartacus-educational.com/PR1885.htm
http://spartacus-educational.com/PR1885.htm
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/takoma-park-grants-16-year-olds-right-to-vote/2013/05/14/b27c52c4-bccd-11e2-89c9-3be8095fe767_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/takoma-park-grants-16-year-olds-right-to-vote/2013/05/14/b27c52c4-bccd-11e2-89c9-3be8095fe767_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/takoma-park-grants-16-year-olds-right-to-vote/2013/05/14/b27c52c4-bccd-11e2-89c9-3be8095fe767_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/takoma-park-grants-16-year-olds-right-to-vote/2013/05/14/b27c52c4-bccd-11e2-89c9-3be8095fe767_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/takoma-park-grants-16-year-olds-right-to-vote/2013/05/14/b27c52c4-bccd-11e2-89c9-3be8095fe767_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/takoma-park-grants-16-year-olds-right-to-vote/2013/05/14/b27c52c4-bccd-11e2-89c9-3be8095fe767_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/md-politics/hyattsville-becomes-second-city-in-the-us-to-lower-voting-age-to-16/2015/01/07/24a7c8be-95c7-11e4-aabd-d0b93ff613d5_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/md-politics/hyattsville-becomes-second-city-in-the-us-to-lower-voting-age-to-16/2015/01/07/24a7c8be-95c7-11e4-aabd-d0b93ff613d5_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/md-politics/hyattsville-becomes-second-city-in-the-us-to-lower-voting-age-to-16/2015/01/07/24a7c8be-95c7-11e4-aabd-d0b93ff613d5_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/md-politics/hyattsville-becomes-second-city-in-the-us-to-lower-voting-age-to-16/2015/01/07/24a7c8be-95c7-11e4-aabd-d0b93ff613d5_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/md-politics/hyattsville-becomes-second-city-in-the-us-to-lower-voting-age-to-16/2015/01/07/24a7c8be-95c7-11e4-aabd-d0b93ff613d5_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/md-politics/hyattsville-becomes-second-city-in-the-us-to-lower-voting-age-to-16/2015/01/07/24a7c8be-95c7-11e4-aabd-d0b93ff613d5_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/md-politics/hyattsville-becomes-second-city-in-the-us-to-lower-voting-age-to-16/2015/01/07/24a7c8be-95c7-11e4-aabd-d0b93ff613d5_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/md-politics/hyattsville-becomes-second-city-in-the-us-to-lower-voting-age-to-16/2015/01/07/24a7c8be-95c7-11e4-aabd-d0b93ff613d5_story.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boule_(ancient_Greece)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boule_(ancient_Greece)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boule_(ancient_Greece)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boule_(ancient_Greece)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_women%27s_suffrage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_women%27s_suffrage


Wikipedia, universal suffrage dates by country (last update 28 december 2015) 
accessed on 2 January 2016: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Universal_suffrage#Dates_by_country

The 26th amendment: giving 18-year-olds the right to vote (no date) accessed on 2 
January 2016: http://69626788.weebly.com/project-18-1969.html

63

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universal_suffrage#Dates_by_country
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universal_suffrage#Dates_by_country
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universal_suffrage#Dates_by_country
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universal_suffrage#Dates_by_country
http://69626788.weebly.com/project-18-1969.html
http://69626788.weebly.com/project-18-1969.html


64



X. Logbook

Date Activity Hours Problems and Solutions

16/9/2015 Research on examples of 
countries that lowered their voting 
age

2 No Problems

17/9/2015 Meeting with supervisor 0,25 No problems

11/11/2015 Set up my main and sub-
questions.
Jotted down useful web-links

1 No problems

16/11/2015 Read columns from the Guardian, 
read the PWS information guide. 
Started on the index, introduction 
and the cover.

2,5 No Problems

20/11/2015 continued to work on the 
introduction

1 No Problems
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24/11/2015 continued to work on the 
introduction, made an automatic 
index. Made book reservations on 
the library’s website. Watched 
news videos about the discussion 
of lowering the voting age in the 
EU referendum. Went to the 
Library to borrow books.

4
No Problems

25/11/2015 borrowed useful E-books. 
Finished the introduction and 
started to write about the history of 
democracy.

6 It was complicated at first to 
find a timeline I could use as 
help for my chapter about the 
history of democracy. I 
eventually found a useful one, 
and from there on I could just 
follow this timeline and try to 
find more information about 
the mentioned eras. 

26/11/2015 Did more research on voting rights 
in Athens.

3 No Problems

27/11/2015 Wrote part about democracy in 
ancient Rome and more about the 
history of democracy.

6
No Problems

13/12/2015 democracy in the middle ages 4
No Problems

22/12/2015 Started to write about modern 
democracy in the USA.

4
No Problems
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23/12/2015 continued to work on part about 
modern democracy in the USA

2
No Problems

24/12/2015 finished part about modern 
democracy in the USA

1 No Problems

28/12/2015Started to write about modern 
democracy in the UK

3 No Problems

29/12/2015Finished chapter about modern 
democracy in the UK and read 
current news articles about 
lowering the voting age in the 
UK

5
No Problems

2/1/2016 Wrote part about modern 
democracy elsewhere in 
Europe and changed the lay-
out.

3
No Problems

5/1/2016 Made a list of countries that let 
sixteen- and seventeen-year-
olds vote and wrote part about 
Austria

1,5
No Problems
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6/1/2015 Printed earlier studies on the 
subject and read them, 
continued to work on chapter 
about countries that let 
teenagers vote. E-mailed 
professor political studies and 
international relations to ask if I 
could interview her and made a 
survey and posted it on 
Facebook.

7 The professor sent me an e-
mail that she did not have the 
time to be interviewed but 
provided me with the names 
of three of her collegues. 

7/1/2016 Made sure more people shared 
my survey on Facebook and 
checked the results of filled out 
surveys. Wrote chapter about 
voting at sixteen in Germany. 
Read studies about the 
Norwegian trial and the Scottish 
referendum and wrote part 
about the Scottish referendum.
Sent an e-mail to three new 
professors.

4 No Problems

8/1/2016 Read more about the 
Norwegian trial and wrote part 
about the trial, read more 
studies professor van der Brug 
sent me.

2 No Problems

10/1/2016 Started to write part about 
movements to lower the voting 
age and started to write about 
the positive effects the lowering 
of the voting age would have. 
Made an appointment to 
interview professor van der 
Brug.

7
No Problems
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11/1/2016 Continued to write about the 
positve effects.

1 No Problems

13/1/2016 Set up questions to ask during 
the interview.

1,5 No Problems

14/1/2016 Prepared the interview and 
went to the University of 
Amsterdam to interview 
professor van der Brug

2 No Problems

16/1/2016 Wrote about the negative 
effects and  read obout the 
different bodies of the European 
Union

2,5 The European Union proved 
to be very confusing, but I 
started to understand it after I 
watched a few videos.

17/1/2016 Started on chapter about the 
different European institutions 
and and added a negative 
effect of the lowering of the 
voting age.

7 No Problems
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18/1/2016 Finished the part about the 
European Union and translated 
this rules into the situation of 
lowering the voting age. Wrote 
part about national and 
international law and started to 
compute the data from my 
survey.

7 No Problems

19/1/2016 Computed the remaining data 
and applied filtered the answers 
belonging to sixteen- and 
seventeen-year-olds. Started to 
translate the interview.

5 No Problems

20/1/2016 Translated the rest of the 
interview and wrote it down. 
Wrote the sub-conclusions and 
the real conclusion.

7 No Problems

21/1/2016 corrected my work, and 
translated the logbook from 
Dutch to English.
(Converted the whole project to 
PDF and went to the printshop.)

6 No Problems
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