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Food security in 2023: EU response to an evolving crisis
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Food insecurity remains one of the most pressing global challenges. The COVID-19 pandemic and Russia's invasion
of Ukraine have made the food crisis significantly worse in recent years, threatening millions of people worldwide.
Despite some promising trends, food inflation remains consistently high, and it depends on a volatile environmental
and geopolitical context. The EU has devoted substantial resources to tackling the immediate effects of the crisis.
However, in the long run, the key to food security will be sustainable agri-food systems.
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Russia's war on Ukraine: Impact on global food security and EU response
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Besides huge human losses and destruction, Russia's unprovoked invasion of Ukraine — the 'breadbasket of Europe’ —
has triggered energy and food supply challenges, exacerbating existing food systems vulnerabilities, already
weakened under the effect of climate change and the COVID 19 pandemic. Fears of an unprecedented global food
crisis similar to, or even worse than, the 2007 2008 crisis have mounted, magnifying ripple effects for security,
migration and political instability. The supply shock provoked by the blockade of Ukrainian exports, coupled with record
price levels for energy and basic commodities, led several nations to adopt export restrictions, fuelling market shocks
and speculative operations, leading to unpredictability in global food supply. As the war continues and the stakes
become higher, Russia has increasingly been using food shortage fears as a new weapon in its hybrid war, and food
security has been at the top of the international political agenda since February 2022. The response of the international
community, including a United Nations—Turkey-brokered agreement to unblock exports from Black Sea ports, has
calmed fears of an imminent widespread food global crisis. A number of food import and food aid-dependent countries,
however, remain highly vulnerable to food price and foreign exchange volatility. This publication updates and expands
an 'at a glance' note from April 2022.
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Foresight ? Contribution to the debate on the future of EU agricultural policy

Bua ny6nuvkauus

DaTa
ABTOp

O6nacT Ha NonNUTUKUTE

Kntoyosa gyma

19-04-2024

Pestome

Briefing

Briefing

28-08-2017

MCELDOWNEY James

Cercko CTOMaHCTBO M pa3BUTHE Ha CENCKUTE paloHu

BN3HEC N KOHKYPEHLWMA | B3uMaHe Ha pelueHve | 4oknag OT HayYHO u3cnefBaHe | LOKyMeHTauus | AbnrocpoyHa
nporHo3a | AwnroTparHo passutue | 3gpaseonassare | SEMEOENVE, TOPCKO CTOMAHCTBO V1 PUBAPCTBO |
3emeperncka nonuTuka | 3emeaencko passutue | u3nbiHUTENHa BnacT u obwectseHo obcnyxsaHe | MKOHOMUKA |
MKOHOMMYECKa NONUTUKA | MKOHOMMYECKN aHanman | MeEHbOXKMBHT | HaydHa ekcnepTunsa | OBPA3OBAHNE U
KOMYHUKALWW | onpenensHe Ha nonutukata | MOJIMTUKA | nonuTrka no npexpaHaTa | permoHn n perMoHanHa
nonuTuka | cenckocronaHckm nasap Ha EC | COLUMAJIHU BbIPOCKH

Strategic foresight is increasingly being used as a technique to help organisations anticipate and prepare for potential
challenges or opportunities. Its application to agricultural and rural development policies is examined in this briefing. A
range of relevant foresight studies are identified and examined across a number of elements, covering: the
identification of key drivers of change; the nature of the scenarios they present (including the role of technology and
precision farming); and food security as well as the territorial dimensions relating to the future of Europe’s rural areas.
These findings are analysed for their implications for future policy-making in respect of EU agriculture and rural
development matters. In the field of public policy, there is a growing realisation that the policy process has to address
many challenges such as: advancing greater policy integration; identifying and applying the lessons from previous
experience of policy implementation; maximising the use of the available evidence base, and considering and adopting
a long-term view of the future through forward thinking involving the development of different scenarios. Foresight
studies recognise the multi-disciplinary nature of the challenges facing agriculture and the importance of
'interconnected policy-making'. The potential also exists for strategic foresight to be applied at different territorial levels.
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Tackling food waste: The EU's contribution to a global issue
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In spite of the availability of food, there is still malnutrition in the world. Food is lost or wasted throughout the supply
chain, from initial agricultural production down to final consumers. In developed countries, a significant amount of food
is wasted at the consumption stage, meaning that it is discarded even though still suitable for human consumption. In
developing countries food is lost mostly at the farmer-producer end of the food supply chain; much less food is wasted
at consumer level. Experts assert that the largest part of food waste in developed countries is produced by households
and is linked mainly to urbanisation, changes in the composition of diets, and large-scale mass distribution. Food
losses and waste have negative environmental and economic impacts and their existence raises questions for society.
Overall, on a per-capita basis, much more food is wasted in the industrialised world than in developing countries. In the
EU, food waste has been estimated at some 88 million tonnes, or 173 kg per capita per year. The production and
disposal of this food waste leads in turn to the emission of 170 million tonnes of CO2 and consumes 261 million tonnes
of resources. The EU is contributing to reducing food waste mainly through its commitment to halve the disposal of
edible food in the EU by 2020. Various national initiatives also aim to attain this goal. In June 2016, EU agriculture
ministers adopted conclusions in which they pledged to improve data-gathering and awareness-raising on food losses
and waste. In addition, they urged the European Commission to remove the legal and practical barriers so that it
becomes easier to donate food. This briefing is an update of an earlier one, of January 2014.

EN

EYE 2016 - Hunger games

Bup nybnukaums Hakpatko

DaTa
AsTOp

O6nacTt Ha NoNUTUKUTE

KniouoBa gyma

Pestome

HakpaTtko

28-04-2016
SCHOLZ Nicole
O6buwecTBeHO 3apaBe

BogHu pecypeu | rmag | EBPOTMNENCKUM CbHO3 | ekonornyHa nonutuka | 3gpaseonassare | SEMEOENUE, TOPCKO
CTOMNAHCTBO N PUBAPCTBO | 3emenerncka nonuTtuka | narpaxgaHe Ha EBpona | mexxayHapogHata pons Ha EC |
MEXOYHAPOOHN OPTAHUBALINA | MEXKOYHAPOOHW OTHOLIEHUA | OKONHA CPELA | OpraHusauusi Ha
O6eauHeHnTe HaUMK | NONUTVKA Ha CbTPYAHWYECTBO | NONMTMKA MO NpexpaHaTa | NoMoLLY, 3a pa3BUTUE | NOYBEHM
pecypcy | npupogHa cpena | COUMAIHU BbIPOCH | cbxpaHaBaHe Ha pecypcy | yctonunso 3emegenue | PAO |
PUHAHCW | xpaHuUTENHM pecypcu | LieHa Ha 3emegernckarta npoAyKumns | LeHU | YOBELLKO XpaHeHe

Fighting hunger, poverty and disease in the world is far from a utopian game. How can we empower people to create
their own sustainable future? Can we bring hunger down in a generation? What does it take to adequately feed the 9
billion people expected to live on our planet in 2050 without destroying the earth? This note has been prepared for the
European Youth Event, taking place in Strasbourg in May 2016. Please click here for the full publication in PDF format
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EU biofuels policy: Dealing with indirect land use change
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In 2003, the European Union established a biofuels support policy, primarily with the aim of lowering CO2 emissions in
the transport sector. Critics have accused this policy of inducing indirect land use change (ILUC), which triggers an
increase in global food prices and in food insecurity for the poor, promotes the creation of large land holdings and the
use of available (‘marginal’) land in developing countries, and not least, boosts carbon emissions. Most research
carried out recently suggests that while concerns regarding food production may have been overstated, those related
to ILUC are not, as ILUC can indeed increase the release of CO2 emissions during biofuel production. The biofuels
industry argues that it sustains many jobs in European rural areas. In 2012, the European Commission presented a
legislative proposal to address some of these concerns while preserving existing investments. It proposed capping
conventional biofuels and promoting advanced biofuels. The proposal is expected to go through a second reading in
Parliament and the Council in early 2015. Parliament has called for a cap on conventional biofuels, a sub-target for
advanced biofuels and the consideration of ILUC factors, while stressing the need for a post-2020 policy. Advanced
biofuels are not yet produced on a large scale in the EU. Although in principle they have advantages over conventional
biofuels, the technologies are not fully mature, investment is lacking and the sustainability of feedstocks needs to be
assessed. The biofuels and farming sectors advocate the continued production of conventional biofuels as a source of
jobs and economic activity in rural areas and oppose radical changes in policy. Some NGOs are generally opposed to
conventional biofuels and would prefer cautious support measures for advanced biofuels.
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This report summarises the presentations and discussions at the Workshop on ‘Prevention and Healthy Life’, held at
the European Parliament in Brussels, on Tuesday 4 March 2014. The aim of the workshop was to discuss the main
challenges and future perspectives related to the topic of health promotion and disease prevention. The workshop was
hosted by MEP Mr Alojz PETERLE (EPP, SL), Co-chair of the Health Working Group within the ENVI Committee.
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The reduction of food waste is seen as an important lever for achieving global food security, freeing up finite resources
for other uses, diminishing environmental risks and avoiding financial losses. In its roadmap for a resource efficient
Europe the European Commission has set the target to halve the generation of food waste by 2020.

The present study deals with approaches for preventing food waste based on a thorough analysis of the scale, reasons
and pattern of food wastage in EU-27. The focus is on measures and instruments that are considered in literature or in
the current debate as particularly useful, easy to implement and/or that have already proven their effectiveness in
practice. This includes among others the improvement and harmonization of the data basis, the setting of reduction
targets on national and regional level, the revision of existing regulations on food date labelling, the enforcement of
awareness campaigns, the introduction of economic incentives, the improvement of workflows as well as the
implementation of an integrated supply chain management in the manufacturing and wholesale/retail sector including
technological innovations which are likely to reduce food waste.
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Around 1 billion people suffer from chronic undernourishment. Food security is a complex phenomenon, and the main
priority is contributing to understanding which environmental and specific factors could affect the state of food security
and the exposure to price shock in the international food market.

The role played by Global Actors (e.g. G8 and G20) is crucial. After briefly outlining the food security global
governance system, mentioning the recent initiatives within and outside the G20 framework, we assess the concrete
results achieved to improve food security.
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In June 2009 a new European Parliament has been elected for a five year term, which will run from 2009 to 2014. This
note, commissioned by the European Parliament DG for Communication, has been produced based on the 'Welcome
Package' for newly elected MEPs in the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety Committee (June 2009).

The note deals with food labelling current situation, challenges and priorities for the forthcoming legislation. It also
assesses food labelling in the context of the implementation process in certain Member States.

Moreover, a map with upcoming legislative deadlines on food labelling is set out in chapter 5. The final chapter outlines
the main studies and publications related to food labelling discussed in the European Parliament during the previous
mandate 2004-2009.

EN

Welcome Package on Food Safety

Bup nybnuvkaums

DaTa

BbHLIEH aBTOp

O6nacTt Ha NoNUTUKUTE

Kntoyosa gyma

Pestome

Mpoy4yBaHe

Mpoy4yBaHe
15-07-2009
Antonio Aprea (CO.META)

BesonacHocT Ha xpaHuTe | emokpauus Ha EC, MHCTUTyUMoHanHo n napnameHtapHo npaso | [paso Ha EC: lNMpaBHa
cucTeMa 1 NpaBHU akToBe

6e30nacHOCT Ha XpaHuTe | BnollaBaHe CbCTOSIHUETO Ha OKOMHaTa cpeAa | reHeTUYHO MoaMULMpPaH OpraHU3bM |
nobaBka B xpaHa | eTvkeTupaHe | 3aMbpcsiBaHe Ha xpaHaTa | 3gpaBe Ha XXMBOTHWUTE | 3gpaBeonasBaHe |
SEMEJENNE, TOPCKO CTOMAHCTBO U PUBAPCTBO | 3emenencka aevHocT | mapketuHr | OKONMHA CPEJA |
nonuTuka no npexpaHara | npogosoncTeenn ctoku | TIPON3BOLACTBO, TEXHONOIMMNU M HAYYHU N3CJTIEOBAHUA
| COLUMANHW BBINPOCHK | TexHonornyHm n TexHndeckn Hopmu | TbPTOBUA | xurnena Ha xpaHeHe | xpaHa 3a
XMBOTHU | XpaHUTENeH NPoaykT | xpaHuTtenHa TexHonorus | XPAHUTEJITHO-BKYCOBA NMPOMULWNEHOCT

In June 2009 a new European Parliament has been elected for a five year term, which will run from 2009 to 2014. This
study, commissioned by the European Parliament, is part of a 'Welcome Package' for newly elected MEPs in the
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety Committee.

This Welcome Package proposes a road map for Food Safety legislation in this mandate of the European Parliament
(2009-2014). Past legislation is outlined, with a description of legislation currently in the approval process.

In addition, the report identifies challenges and priorities for the forthcoming legislation. It also indicates some policy
areas in the context of the implementation process in certain Member States.

Moreover, a number of maps with upcoming legislative deadlines are set out in chapter 5. The final chapter outlines
the main studies and publications related to the Food Safety topics discussed in the European Parliament during the
previous mandate 2004-2009.
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