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Following the indefinite postponement of elections in December 2021, the political and security situation in Libya
deteriorated further in 2022, deepening the political stalemate and division in the country. Libya is still lacking unified
national institutions, a widely accepted constitution and an electoral framework. The new United Nations envoy to
Libya, Abdoulaye Bathiliy, was appointed in September 2022. Among his priorities are supporting agreement on a
constitutional framework and timeline for elections, ceasefire monitoring, and assisting the Libyan 5+5 Joint Military
Commission in overseeing the immediate withdrawal of all foreign forces. The European Union continues to support
the Libyan authorities, including through the EU Border Assistance Mission in Libya and the European Union Naval
Force Mediterranean (EUNAVFOR MED) Operation Irini.
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In December 2021, the European Parliament's Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET) launched an own-initiative
procedure (2021/2230(INI)) on EU-Armenia relations and another on EU-Azerbaijan relations (2021/2231(INI)). The
appointed rapporteurs are, respectively Zeljana Zovko (EPP, Croatia) and Andrey Kovatchev (EPP, Bulgaria). To
accompany its scrutiny work, Parliament's Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET) requested the Ex-Post Evaluation Unit
Ex-post Evaluation Unit of the Directorate for Impact Assessment and European Added Value, within the Directorate-
General for Parliamentary Research Services (EPRS) of the Secretariat of the European Parliament, to prepare a
European implementation assessment on the implementation of the EU's Comprehensive and Enhanced Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) with Armenia, and Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA) with Azerbaijan.
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Decentralisation, and implementation of the principle of subsidiarity, are at the heart of both EU accession negotiations
with the Western Balkan countries and their accession-related reforms. As the region's six countries differ in population
size, territory and history, their decentralisation models differ from each other as well. The European Commission and
the European Parliament are closely monitoring these countries' overall progress in multi-level governance and in the
implementation of the EU acquis on an annual basis.
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Thailand is a constitutional monarchy with a history of political instability, alternating between military rule and unstable
civilian governments. The latest in a long series of military coups was in 2014. In 2019, the junta handed over power to
a nominally civilian government led by former army chief Prayuth Chan-ocha. Protestors are now demanding his
resignation and constitutional reforms to end the military's control of Thai politics.
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In January 2020, Russia's President, Vladimir Putin, opened the constitutional debate by outlining a series of
amendments that, according to him, aimed to improve the balance of power and adapt the Constitution to the changes
that had taken place since 1993, when the original text was adopted. With Putin's fourth and — as it seemed till recently
— final presidency due to end in four years, observers speculated that the proposed amendments were intended to give
Putin options for continuing to rule the country from behind the scenes, beyond 2024. Events took an unexpected turn
in March 2020, when lawmaker and former cosmonaut, Valentina Tereshkova, tabled a last-minute amendment. Her
proposal envisaged re-setting the clock for presidential terms, allowing Putin to stay on as president for another 12
years, should he choose to do so. Shortly afterwards, the bill was rubber-stamped by both houses of the federal
parliament, and all of Russia's 85 regional parliaments. Altogether, the amendments revise nearly one-third of the
Constitution's 137 articles. Apart from presidential term limits, they also clarify the role of Russia's main institutions,
with some additional powers for the parliament. Reflecting growing nationalism and suspicions of liberal Western
influences, other provisions bar senior government figures from holding foreign citizenship or bank accounts, give the
Constitution primacy over decisions made by international bodies, and affirm traditional values. Socioeconomic
changes include annual indexation of pensions and a guarantee that the minimum wage will not fall below the poverty
threshold. Before they can come into effect, the amendments must first be approved by a nationwide vote on a date
yet to be scheduled. Surveys suggest that public opinion is divided on the changes; as the economy deteriorates due
to the coronavirus crisis, there is a growing risk of a 'no' vote, which would be an unprecedented setback for Putin.
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In January 2020, Vladimir Putin proposed sweeping constitutional amendments. These have been widely seen as
preparing the way for him to retain political influence after the end of his fourth and probably final presidency in 2024.
Putin's announcement was followed by the resignation of the government. Dmitry Medvedev, who has been Prime
Minister since 2012, has made way for Mikhail Mishustin. While these changes open up new possibilities for Putin's
post-2024 future, his actual intentions are still unclear.

EN

M3TouHuk : © EBponericku cbios, 2024 - ENN 2


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/bg/document/EPRS_ATA(2020)659330
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2020/659330/EPRS_ATA(2020)659330_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/bg/document/EPRS_BRI(2020)651935
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/651935/EPRS_BRI(2020)651935_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/bg/document/EPRS_ATA(2020)646168
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2020/646168/EPRS_ATA(2020)646168_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/bg/legal-notice

Japan: Shinzd Abe wins a new mandate

Bupg nybnvkaums

DaTa
ABTOp

O6nacT Ha NoNUTUKUTE

Knoyosa gyma

Pestome

Hakpatko

HakpaTtko
25-10-2017
D'AMBROGIO Enrico
BbHLWHM paboTu

Asus n OkeaHus | BNacTOBM 3aKOHOA4ATENHO-U3MbIHUTENHM OTHOWweHus | TEOMPADUA | aBykamepHa cuctema |
enekTpuyecka un agpeHa nHayctpus | EHEPIETUKA | usbuparenHa nporpama | nsbuparenHa npoueaypa v rnacyBaHe
| n3TouHMUM 1 oTpacnu Ha npasoTo | MIKOHOMWKA | nkoHomumyecka reorpacusi | nkoHomuyecka cutyaums |
nkoHomMum4yecku pactex | MEXXOYHAPOOHW OTHOLUEHWA | otbpaHa | napnameHT | napnameHTapHa cuctema |
napnameHTapHu nsbopu | MOJIMTUKA | nonutuka Ha otbpaHaTa | nonutuyecka u obLecTBeHa CUrypHOCT |
nonuTnyecka napTus | nonuTuyecka naptus | nonutudecka cuctema | nonutudecka cutyaums | MPABO |
npeaBapuTenHn n3bopu | NpoMeHu B KOHCTUTYLMATA | pasnpefeneHve Ha MecTta | pesyntatu ot n3bopu | CeBepHa
Kopes | coumanHa coepa | COUMAIHN BBINPOCK | yyacTue Ha xeHu | agpeH onuT | AnoHuns

Shinzo Abe won the snap elections he called for the lower house on 22 October 2017. Despite her popularity, Tokyo's
governor Yuriko Koike failed to convince the electorate to oust a prime minister in charge since December 2012. The
newly created Constitutional Democratic Party of Japan became the main opposition force in the House of
Representatives. In coalition with Komeitd, Abe's Liberal Democratic Party holds a two-thirds majority enabling it to
pass constitutional amendments.
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During its July plenary session, the European Parliament is expected to vote on a resolution on the Commission's 2016
report on Turkey. Long-standing EU-Turkey relations, despite being a priority for both sides, have recently reached a
low point, and accession talks risk being brought to a halt.

DE, EN, ES, FR, IT, PL

Morocco's new political landscape

Bupa nybnvkaums

DaTa
ABTOp

O6nacT Ha NonNUTUKUTE

Kntoyosa gyma

20-04-2024

Pestome

HakpaTtko

Hakpatko

11-04-2017

APAP Joanna

BbHWHM paboTu | Jemokpaumns

Adpuka | Bpb3kn B EC | TEOTPA®UA | peykamepHa cuctema | EBPOIMNMENCKU CbHO3 | 3akoHogaTenHa npoueaypa |
3anagHa Caxapa | nsbupaTtenHa npoieaypa v rnacyBaHe | nsbupatenHa cuctema | nsrpaxgaHe Ha EBpona |
M3TOYHULM 1 OTpacny Ha NPaBoTo | MKOHOMKMYecKa reorpadust | Mapoko | napnameHT | napnameHTapHa MOHapxus |
naprnameHTapHa npoueaypa | napnameHTapHu nsbopu | napnameHtapHu npouenypv | MONMNMTUKA | nonuTtrnyecka
reorpacdusi | nonuTuyecka 1 obLLecTBeHa CUrypHOCT | MONUTMYecKa Koanuums | nonMtnyecka naptus | nonutnyecka
napTus | nonuTuyecka cuctema | nonutudecka cutyaums | MPABO | npomeHu B KOHCTUTYLMSATA

On 7 October 2016, Morocco went to the polls for national parliamentary elections. This was the second time that
Morocco had held national elections since being touched by the Arab Spring in February 2011. Since the 2011 public
protests, a number of constitutional reforms, introduced by King Mohammed VI, have made significant changes to
electoral and administrative law. Morocco's Islamic Justice and Development Party (PJD) re-emerged as the winner,
with the Authenticity and Modernity Party (PAM) in second position. Since 25 March 2017, Morocco has a new
coalition government.
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The Turkmen government has introduced various reforms since 2008 and has expressed an interest in closer
cooperation with the EU. Yet, the May 2016 debate in the European Parliament's Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)
on the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA) with Turkmenistan highlighted Parliament's dissatisfaction with
the reforms. On the grounds of severe human rights concerns, AFET suspended its approval of the PCA until the
country makes satisfactory progress.
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In 2015, Bosnia and Herzegovina's Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA) with the EU finally came into force,

and in 2016 BiH applied for EU membership. Despite these positives which have put it back on track for EU accession,
BiH faces a host of deeply rooted domestic issues and reforms.
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The democratic landscape in Africa is complex, featuring a mixture of examples of progress, in some areas, and
regression in others. While some countries have continuously come closer to high democratic standards, considerably
strengthening their democratic systems, others have seen their democratic credentials worsen. A pervasive feature of
political systems on the African continent has been the fact that the incumbent presidents and ruling parties tend to win
elections, whether fair or not. Since independence, few African states have experienced transfer of presidential and
parliamentary power as a result of elections. At the beginning of the 1990s, during the democratisation wave that
swept the continent, most African countries introduced constitutional term limits for their presidents. However,
ultimately many of these limits were short-lived, as the leaders who initiated them were often themselves later
responsible for spearheading constitutional amendments in order to extend their position in power. In several cases,
strong opposition from civil society, but also from political actors, was successful in upholding constitutional rules. In
others, however, popular opposition was repressed and the will of the heads of state concerned prevailed, sometimes
at the cost of prolonged turmoil. In this context the question arises: how essential and useful to democracy are
presidential term limits? While the US under the Obama administration has been vocal in defending term limits in
Africa, the EU has not taken sides on the issue as such, focusing instead on the respect of constitutional processes
when revisions occur.
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President Macky Sall decided to put constitutional changes to a referendum on 20 March 2016. The proposal includes
a reduction of the presidential term length from seven to five years. Nevertheless President Sall, following the
Constitutional Council's opinion, declared the reduction could not apply to his current mandate: he would thus stay in
office until 2019, contrary to a promise he made when he was elected. While Sall's supporters hailed his sense of
responsibility, opponents denounced this decision as a political manoeuvre to backtrack on his commitment.
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On 21 February 2016, the Plurinational State of Bolivia will hold a popular referendum on constitutional reform to
decide whether to authorise a second consecutive presidential re-election. If this reform is approved, President Evo
Morales, who recently started his third consecutive term in office — the second since the approval of the 2009
Constitution — will be able to run again in 2019 and thus potentially stay in power until 2025. Morales and his MAS
party justify the reform as one that would enable him to fulfil his 'patriotic agenda’, but the opposition fears that this
could lead to the perpetuation of his power. Though Morales expects to win, recent polls show that the outcome is far
from clear, with some showing 'yes', and some 'no’, poised to win by a narrow margin.
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The new Egyptian legislative assembly, sworn in on 10 January 2016, is likely to be loyal to President Abdel Fattah al-
Sisi. Two thirds of members have joined the pro-Sisi 'State Support' (Da'am Masr) coalition, led by former intelligence
officer Sameh Seif Alyazal. A supporter of the President, Alyazal has openly voiced his intention to limit the powers of
the assembly, to weaken its ability to impeach the President. A member of the 'State Support' coalition, Ali Abdelaal, a
French-educated lawyer who helped draft the constitution and the election law, was elected as speaker of the
parliament. In the absence of a dominant party, it is feared that parliamentarians, the majority of whom ran as
independents, will be particularly receptive to the diverse interests of big business, national security and individual
constituencies. Parties that flourished after the ousting of President Mubarak in 2011 either boycotted the elections or
lost to coalitions made up of former military and police officials, business leaders and their families. The party with the
strongest showing in the previous elections, the Muslim Brotherhood’s Freedom and Justice Party, has been banned
and did not participate in the polls.
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Ukraine and the Minsk Il agreement: On a frozen path to peace?
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While Kyiv took an important step towards Europe with the entry into force of the Deep and Comprehensive Free
Trade Area on 1 January 2016, Ukraine's path to peace with neighbouring Russia remains complicated. The
implementation of the fragile Minsk |l ceasefire agreement — negotiated by the leaders of France, Germany, Ukraine
and Russia in February 2015 — has been extended into 2016.

Several unresolved issues will continue to pose challenges to the fulfilment of Minsk Il in 2016. The death toll has now
surpassed 9 000, and Russia continues to supply the rebels with ammunition, weaponry and fighters. In addition,
Ukrainian pilot Nadiya Savchenko is still imprisoned in Russia over murder charges. At the same time, the practical
consequences of the conflict are tangible in the rebel-held areas, where a humanitarian crisis is unfolding.

While the self-proclaimed republics in Donetsk and Luhansk had agreed to postpone local elections until February
2016 — a move that was welcomed by Kyiv, Moscow and Brussels — the next developments hinge on a political
settlement. However, some analysts hope that recent Russian high-level appointments could give new impetus to
negotiations.

This briefing brings up to date that of 16 July 2015, 'Ukraine: Follow-up of Minsk Il — A fragile ceasefire'.
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At the end of 2015 Serbia made a step forward towards EU accession. Two years after the start of the accession talks

with the EU, after having successfully completed the screening of the EU acquis and reached key new agreements
with Kosovo, it opened its first negotiation chapters with the EU.
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Kosovo: 'First formal step' towards EU accession
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The Commission's latest progress report notes that, in 2015, Kosovo was still at an 'early stage' of preparedness for
EU membership. However, in October 2015 it signed a Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA) with the EU,
which reaffirmed its EU perspective.
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In 1995, securing stability was the priority in Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH), and the Dayton Peace Agreement (DPA)
helped put an end to a long conflict. Twenty years later, it still defines the political and institutional framework of the
country. The prospect of EU integration, however, raises the question of whether Dayton can serve as the basis to that
end or if it needs to be revised.

DE, EN, ES, FR, IT, PL

Ukraine: Follow-up of Minsk Il

Bupg nybnuvkaums

DaTta
ABTOp

O6nacT Ha NoNUTUKUTE

Kntoyosa gyma

Pestome

Briefing

Briefing
16-07-2015
BENTZEN Naja
BbHLWHM paboTu

aBTOHOMHO ABmxeHue | TEOTPADUA | rpaxaaHcka BoviHa | rpaHnyHa BolHa | AesuHdopmauus | EBpona |
EBPOIENCKU CbHO3 | nsrpaxgaHe Ha EBpona | U3TOMHMLM 1 OTpacnun Ha NpaBoToO | MIKOHOMUYecka reorpadms |
KOMYHUKaLun | MexayHapoAHa nonutuka | mexxgyHapogHa curypHoct | MEXXOYHAPOOHN OPFAHU3ALNN |
MEXOYHAPOOHW OTHOLWEHWA | mexayHapoaHu caHkumm | Mongosa | HATO | OBPASOBAHUE U
KOMYHUKALMW | O6Lua BbHLIHA NONUTMKA U NONUTKKA Ha curypHocT | otbpana | MOJTNTUKA | nonutrka Ha
oTbpaHaTa | nonuTuyecka reorpadus | nonuTnYecka 1 obLecTBeHa CUrypHocT | nonuTtnyecku 3ateopHuk | NMPABO |
NPOMEHW B KOHCTUTYLMSITA | permoHarnHa curypHocT | Pycusi | cBeToBHM opraHusaumm | YkpaiiHa | ypexaaHe Ha
cnopose

Four months after leaders from France, Germany, Ukraine and Russia reached a 13-point 'Package of measures for
the implementation of the Minsk agreements' (‘Minsk 1I') on 12 February 2015, the ceasefire is crumbling. The pressure
on Kyiv to contribute to a de-escalation and comply with Minsk Il continues to grow.

While Moscow still denies accusations that there are Russian soldiers in eastern Ukraine, Russian President Vladimir
Putin publicly admitted in March 2015 to having invaded Crimea. There is mounting evidence that Moscow continues
to play an active military role in eastern Ukraine. The multidimensional conflict is eroding the country's stability on all
fronts.

While the situation on both the military and the economic front is acute, the country is under pressure to conduct wide-
reaching reforms to meet its international obligations. In addition, Russia is challenging Ukraine's identity as a
sovereign nation state with a wide range of disinformation tools.

Against this backdrop, the international community and the EU are under increasing pressure to react. In the following
pages, the current status of the Minsk Il agreement is assessed and other recent key developments in Ukraine and
beyond examined.

This briefing brings up to date that of 16 March 2015, 'Ukraine after Minsk IlI: the next level — Hybrid responses to
hybrid threats?'.
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Tajikistan's parliamentary elections of 1 March 2015 have brought the country one step closer to an authoritarian
regime. Criticised by observers as flawed and unfair, these elections helped oust the only real opposition party from
parliament and reconfigured the distribution of seats in a way that reaffirmed the president's dominance over the
political system. The assassination of an opposition leader on 5 March 2015 has deepened concerns that opponents
will face increased repression.
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Mexico's criminal cartels — the most powerful in the Western hemisphere — have been the source of numerous human
rights violations. Major reforms of the legislative and policy framework have been undertaken to improve respect for
human rights, but further efforts are necessary to strengthen their implementation.
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In the aftermath of the public protests which occurred during the Arab Spring in February 2011, King Mohammed VI of
Morocco announced an early election, a process of constitutional reform granting new civil rights, and the relinquishing
of some of his administrative powers. Following a referendum, a new constitution was ratified on 13 September 2011.
This created a number of new civil rights, including constitutional guarantees of freedom of expression, social equality
for women, rights for speakers of minority languages and the independence of judges. Early parliamentary elections
were held on 25 November 2011. Changes to the electoral and administrative law were significant.
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Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) was identified as a potential candidate for EU membership in 2003. In order to join the
EU, BiH has to meet the EU's human-rights criteria, among others. To this end, the execution of the Sejdi¢-Finci
judgment of the European Court of Human Rights is a key prerequisite as it promotes equal political rights for all BiH
citizens. Its implementation would not mean automatic accession to the EU, but would be a significant step in that
direction. Since the judgment's delivery in 2009, however, little has been done to address this complex issue.
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Bolivia's traditional political instability ended in 2005 with the first electoral victory of Evo Morales and his MAS-ISPM
party. This was also the first time that an indigenous president had been elected in Bolivia. Thanks to changes he
made to the Constitution in 2009, Morales won elections in 2009 and 2014, and was sworn in as President for the third
time running in January 2015.
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Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) is the only western Balkan country that has not yet formally applied to join the EU. In
March 2015, the Council finally approved the conclusion and entry into force of the Stabilisation and Association
Agreement (SAA) with BiH, a major breakthrough which puts the country on track for eventual EU membership.
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The Kyrgyz Republic is the only Central Asian state in which power has transferred peacefully, following the April 2010
political uprising against the regime of President Kurmanbek Bakiyev. Since the adoption of a constitution paving the
way for a democratic and pluralist system, Kyrgyzstan has been governed by coalitions of the political parties
represented in the parliament. The prime minister's office is gaining in influence, whereas the president's authority has
been circumscribed.
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The effects of the economic and fiscal crisis and the institutional instruments created to deal with it have led several
actors (from governments and EU bodies to scholars) to propose different EU reforms. Several options exist to
accommodate future constitutional development which, in some cases, may require Treaty revision. In this case, future
constitutional evolution faces the challenge that the very stringent EU revision requirement (i.e. unanimity) poses.
Other available options do not seem totally satisfactory.
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This policy department A briefing for the EMPL Committee gives an overview on the current relationship between the
EU and Switzerland in the EMPL remit. After giving a background on the relationship, namely the agreement on the
free movement of persons, the repercussions of the referendum to introduce quotas of February 2014 are discussed.
Finally, the note specifies which negotiations with Switzerland are on-going, such as on the Croatia protocol and the
new institutional framework between the EU and Switzerland.
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Since Myanmar/Burma launched its political transition began in 2011, civil society in the country has become more
active and more visible. The parliament has opened its doors to voices from the outside — although hesitantly and on
ad hoc basis. Non-state actors are now involved in revising the constitution, and the result will be pivotal for the
credibility of the general elections in 2015 and, by extension, the fate of the country's democratic reforms.

The media in Myanmar/Burma have played an important role in making political processes more transparent. Yet
journalists still work in climate of uncertainty and intimidation, while unclear legal provisions discourage the free
expression of opinion, especially on the internet. In 2013, the EU adopted a comprehensive framework to support
democracy, peace and development in Myanmar/Burma. To attain the policy's objectives, the country's diverse and
dynamic civil society must be closely involved.
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The 2014 Constitutions of Egypt and Tunisia, though enacted at the same time and as a consequence of very similar
revolutionary forces, are different in style and content. Egypt has fallen back to the structures of the 1971 Constitution
and will likely experience further restoration of the authoritarian presidentialism. The Armed Forces continue to play a
dominant background role in the political and constitutional life of the country. Tunisia seems to have embraced a new
constitutional paradigm that is based on a modern approach to human rights protection and a balanced institutional
framework that provides for substantial checks and balances between the three branches of government.

The constitutional drafting process in Libya is overshadowed by a pronounced lack of security, the absence of
functioning state institutions, societal fragmentation, and the uneven distribution of natural wealth. National
reconciliation is a key precondition of successful political and constitutional transition but the process has to date been
a very difficult one. There are indications, however, that stakeholders in Libya are trying to build consensus on
important aspects of the process. The 1951 Constitution, based on a federal framework, offers the best conceptual
framework for the recently elected Constituent Assembly. Unlike Egypt and Tunisia, Libya might opt for a parliamentary
form of government rather than a semi-presidential system.
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The longstanding issue of discrimination against religious minorities has worsened in the aftermath of the Arab Spring,
even more so since the ousting of President Mohammed Morsi in July 2013. The new constitution, approved by
referendum on 14-15 January 2014, has been welcomed by the majority of Copts as offering them better protection
than the previous charter, adopted under Muslim Brotherhood rule.
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The European Union has called on all parties to seize the opportunity offered by the proposed early elections. Since
2011, Thailand’s government has restored stability and defused tensions... at least on the surface. Yet, the possibility
of a new crisis was never excluded. Reforms proposed by the current Prime Minister, Yingluck Shinawatra, have
proved controversial within her party and among the opposition. Yingluck withdrew support to a controversial amnesty
bill after the Senate rejected it, but failed to stop the brewing conflict. Thailand's Constitutional Court also ruled that the
government'’s attempts to re-establish a fully elected Senate were unconstitutional. Despite Yingluck's dissolution of
the Parliament, protestors have continued to demonstrate, demanding the establishment of an unelected 'people's
council'. Even if a short-term solution can be found, stability will be hard to achieve without a broad discussion on the
political order.
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As expected, Michelle Bachelet, the candidate of the Socialist Party (Partido Socialista, PS) and the centre-left
coalition New Majority (Nueva Mayoria, NM), obtained a clear victory in Chile's presidential elections. Bachelet's
resounding victory underscored voters' disapproval of the current centre-right government. However, Bachelet did not -
as expected - win in the first round of the elections. A high abstention rate means that she received a relatively low
number of votes. The high number of candidates points to the loss of legitimacy of the two political alliances which
have dominated Chilean politics for more than two decades. The five parties in the NM will have a solid majority in the
Congress. In the Chamber of Deputies, they won the largest majority for a governing alliance since 1997, partly thanks
to the inclusion of the Communist Party of Chile (Partido Comunista de Chile, PC). The two blocs' share of the vote
and their seats in Congress has been remarkably stable since 1989, largely because Chile's bi-nominal electoral
system favours two major coalitions. The elections took place against a background of social unrest - particularly the
students' protests - and a general quest for renewal in Chilean society. The NM, advocating comprehensive social and
political reforms, turned to the left. Michelle Bachelet and the NM announced a programme with three foci: educational
reform, tax reform , and the adoption of a new constitution. However, Bachelet's government will not have a sufficient
majority in Congress to adopt the necessary legislation unless the centreright opposition agrees. If only limited reform
is possible, unfulfilled expectations could be a major challenge in the coming years. Decelerating economic growth
could be another challenge, particularly if combined with lowered international prices on copper, Chile's main export
commodity. Agreement on the upgrade of the EU-Chile Association Agreement form 2002 may be reached in the
coming years.
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Since President Thein Sein took office in March 2011 his quasi-civilian government has pursued an ambitious reform
agenda. Critics argue, however that despite the top-down reforms towards democracy, the military retains the power to
block further liberalisation under the 2008 Constitution, and would have a vested interest in doing so, should its
extensive involvement in key economic activities, such as jade, timber, oil and gas exploitation, and dam construction,
be at risk.
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This note provides an overview of the ratification procedures on the modification of article 136 TFEU, the European
Stability Mechanism Treaty and the Treaty on Stability, Coordination and Governance in EU Member States. The
subsequent tables summarize the general state of play of these ratifications and deal in more detail with the
constitutional rules and the circumstances surrounding the ratification process in the Member States. All articles
mentioned refer to the national constitutions unless specified otherwise. The electronic version of this note allows
accessing relevant background information via hyperlinks (national constitutional texts, draft bills, acts, notes, press
releas?s, articles, etc.). The text will be updated on a regular basis and hold as reference the version number and the
date of edition.
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Hopes are high that elections in 2013 will usher in significant political changes in Zimbabwe. Uncertainty and political
rivalry necessitate sensitivity from all actors. Since the 2008/2009 crisis, Zimbabwe has been ruled by a coalition
government, leading to first signs of socio-economic progress. This year's elections are a source of both optimism and
worry. ZANU-PF and the MDC continue to dominate the electoral landscape. ZANU-PF has adopted anti-western
rhetoric focusing on 'black empowerment'. Yet the party suffers from corruption, public disappointment and Mugabe's
advanced age. The MDC presents itself as a young, energetic alternative to ZANU-PF. Yet its reputation has been
weakened by Tsvangirai's behaviour, internal corruption and the inability to improve politics under the GNU. Public
opinion has shifted, now slightly favouring ZANU-PF over the MDC. The recent constitutional referendum offers ground
for hope, but does not guarantee free and fair elections. Still, the new constitution introduces some important checks
and balances. Cooperation under the GNU promises an improved political dialogue. Difficulties remain, including
uncertainty about the date, financing and the context of the elections. International observers have watched
developments, but hold little leverage. African actors enjoy greater — though still limited — negotiating power with
Harare. Contrary to many expectations, a government change may have only a slim impact on democratic quality.
Foreign actors need to act very carefully to avoid unintended outcomes.
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On 21 March, the jailed leader of the Kurdistan's Workers' Party, the PKK, called for a truce with the government of
Turkey. For nearly three decades, the 'Kurdish issue' has dogged Turkish politicians and the country's Kurdish
minority. PKK leader Abdullah Ocalan repeated the words of Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan's — 'now
let weapons be silenced and ideas talk' — and added, 'this is not an end but a new beginning'. In exchange for the
PKK fighters' retreat, Turkey's 15 million Kurds would gain wider constitutional recognition. The peace process is likely
to involve three stages. PM Erdogan was the first Turkish government leader to address the Kurdish question by
proposing to expand Kurds' rights. His 2009 'democratic initiative' represented a window of opportunity...but the
window was rapidly shut. An air strike in 2011 damaged the shaky confidence between the PKK and the Turkish
government. Dialogue remained difficult until the end of 2012, when talks were reopened. The EU's progress reports
on Turkey have called for Kurds to enjoy greater rights. The EP has called on Turkey to invest greater efforts in finding
a political solution for the Kurdish issue. Necessary reforms — in particular to protect minorities — could put Turkey's
EU accession process on track. The latest developments have made many in Turkey optimistic that this will prove an
historic opportunity.
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Ecuador's President Rafael Correa was re-elected for a third term with 56.9 % of the vote. His closest opponent,
Guillermo Lasso, lagged far behind, with 22.8 %. Correa's support can be attributed to his social policy. In power since
2007, he has weathered the economic crisis well, making use of financial reforms and high oil prices to subsidise
public spending. Alianza Pais (AP), Correa's party, won an absolute majority in the National Assembly. While the
overseas vote remains to be counted, the AP is certain to obtain a two-thirds majority in the Assembly, allowing it to
reform the constitution. The chief opposition parties are the Movement CREO and the PSC, although they control
together only 18 seats (about 13 %). The absolute majority for AP in the parliament will allow the passage of
controversial proposals, including laws on communications and water resources. These proposals have provoked
considerable resistance in the past. President Correa's re-election is consistent with a trend of electing socially-minded
presidents in Latin American countries. Yet Correa has said he will not seek re-election in 2017.
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Egypt's political influence stems from its strategic geographic position, historical and cultural importance and the
strength of its diplomacy and military. Egypt's roles in the League of Arab States, the Israeli-Palestinian Peace Process
and the Nile Basin make the country a critical Middle Eastern and North African partner for the EU and its Member
States. Egypt's parliamentary elections gave the Islamist parties a landslide victory — a two-thirds majority in the new
People's Assembly. Some concerns have been raised over this majority and its commitment to safeguarding principles
of democracy and pluralism in the new constitution, protecting human rights and preserving Egypt’s international
relations. The current human rights situation in Egypt is worrisome, in particular concerning the use of excessive force,
the crackdown on civil society organisations and violence against women. The Egyptian economy is also in a
desperate state, with foreign currency reserves down to an alarming level. If the current economic uncertainty
continues, the country risks social unrest for some time to come. Egypt is a major trading partner for the EU. For many
decades, the EU has been engaged in the political, social and economic development of the country via various
programmes. Since the revolution, the EU’s approach has not radically changed, and its assistance has increased only
incrementally.
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The Briefing Note provides an analysis of the 2009 Annual Programme for Bosnia and Herzegovina under the IPA in
the context of the 2009 ‘enlargement package’. It analyses the coherence of the Annual Programme with the EU
overall policy objectives as specified in the pre-accession process in general and for Bosnia and Herzegovina in
particular. It provides a thorough analysis of the AP, taking into account the European Commission (EC)
communication on the Enlargement Strategy and Main Challenges 2009-2010, the 2009 Progress Report and the
latest Multi-annual Indicative Planning Document for Bosnia and Herzegovina 2009-2011. The paper is divided into
three main parts focusing on political and economic criteria as well as European standards. Each part provides a short
description of the general situation and an analysis of the main problems and then analyses the consistency of the AP
with the abovementioned policy framework. The briefing note closes with conclusions and recommendations.
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Since 2005, judicial reform in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia has resulted in reforming approximately 30
laws targeting different aspects of the judicial system as well as very significant Constitutional amendments. However
their implementation is one of the biggest weaknesses of the judiciary, owing to the absence of objective criteria for
evaluation of the final results and of the planned effects.

Reforming the judicial system can only be successful if based on a consistent reform concept. Essential systemic
changes of the court procedures, which are now burdened with judicial paternalism, are required.

The country lacks a comprehensive strategy for the reform that would cover both the judiciary and the police. The
deadlines set under the Justice System Reform Strategy and the accompanying Action Plan expired a long time ago;
moreover, the Police Reform Strategy, also outdated, has been designed and implemented independently from the
justice system reform strategy.

It is important to reach a reasonable balance between the desire for effectiveness in the fight against crime and
corruption and the protection of fundamental human rights and freedoms. The prevalence of the former has caused an
erosion of the respect for human rights.
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This note analyses recent constitutional thinking, particularly in the field of human rights, and applies this analysis to
develop proposals for a revision of the constitution of the Republic of the Seychelles. It is based on a symposium which
took place in the European Parliament on 7 October 2008.
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The paper examines the structural weaknesses of Bosnia and Herzegovina's "consociational" political system,
resulting from the 1995 Dayton Agreement. It highlights a high degree of institutional fragmentation, leading to
disproportionate costs for bureaucracy, and far-reaching veto modalities which reinforce ethnical divides, rather than
providing incentives to work together. Reviewing the various failed attempts to amend the constitution over recent
years, the authors also note that the authority and legitimacy of the international community's High
Representative/EUSR are fading, and that the EU's traditional approach via the accession incentive will not work here.
In conclusion, they argue for a fresh approach to state reform, supported by increased EU commitment to
reconciliation and state-rebuilding efforts.
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