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On 5 July 2023, the Commission tabled a proposal for a regulation on certain new genomic techniques (NGTs). It
establishes two categories of plants obtained by NGTs: plants comparable to naturally occurring or conventional
plants, and plants with modifications that are more complex. The two categories will be subject to different
requirements to reach the market, taking into account their differing characteristics and risk profiles. Feedback from
stakeholders is mixed. While industry interest groups have hailed the 'game-changing proposals' bringing innovation in
plant breeding, the organic food and farming movement have criticised the Commission's plan to take NGTs out of the
existing legal framework, as it could leave organic food systems unprotected. In Parliament, the Committee on the
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI), responsible for the file under the co-decision procedure,
discussed the draft report prepared by Jessica Polfjard (EPP, Sweden) on 7 November 2023. The vote in committee is
scheduled for 24 January 2024. Second edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages in
the legislative procedure.
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Between 2019 and 2021, the European Citizens' Initiative (ECI) 'Save bees and farmers!' collected more than 1 million
signatures. The ECI calls for a reduction in the use of pesticides, leading to a complete phasing-out by 2035. The
European Commission has welcomed the initiative. The European Parliament, after a hearing held in January 2023,
will discuss it during its March | plenary session.
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Global value chains enable two-thirds of international trade, notably for the EU. The EU wants to preserve its
commercial links with third countries and organisations to make up for trade disruptions. This study examines
sustainable supply of raw materials, commodities, and critical goods using the EU's Open Strategic Autonomy concept.
It examines which raw material are crucial for sustainable supply and necessary for the green transition. The paper
examines EU internal legislation and international cooperation instruments to determine the EU's disruption risk. It
evaluates the economic impact of EU preferential trade agreements on raw material availability. The study illustrates
the political and economic relevance of raw material partnerships and plurilateral and bilateral trade agreements. It
analyses the EU's toolbox for safeguarding its interests and making independent trade choices to counteract other
actors' unfair practices and intervention. Finally, the paper examines regulatory frameworks, international alliances,
and activities to find ways to strengthen global value chains in critical EU industries.
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The European Commission adopted three legislative proposals on the future of the common agricultural policy (CAP)
on 1 June 2018. One of the three proposals includes a regulation on CAP strategic plans. While the CAP retains its
two-pillar structure, (Pillar |, agricultural income and market support, Pillar Il rural development), interventions under
both will be combined in one strategic plan for all CAP expenditure. Each Member State will be required to develop a
strategic plan, setting out their proposed interventions. The CAP proposals package is scheduled for debate and vote
during the October Il plenary session.
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Plant Protection Products (PPPs) are often perceived by consumers as very harmful for human health and for the
environment. The tendency in the EU policy is to stimulate the reduction of PPPs. Can we maintain high yield with less
PPPs? This paper presents the current state of the art regarding the role of PPPs in securing global food production,
preserving biodiversity and supporting farmer’s income. The role of various stakeholders on the current perception of
risk by the general public is given and promising alternative and more sustainable strategies to further reduce PPP
use. This report is meant as a background document to support the debate that will take place during the workshop
‘Farming without plant protection products?’, 6 March 2019, which contrasts the contents of this report with
perspectives from conventional agriculture, the stance of organic farmers and the viewpoint of consumers.
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The April plenary session's highlight was the debate on the future of Europe with the President of the French Republic,
Emmanuel Macron, detailing his ambitions for a reinvigorated Europe, ready to face existing and emerging challenges.
Members also heard from the European Council and Commission Presidents on the outcome of the March European
Council meeting. High Representative Federica Mogherini made statements on the UN global compacts for migration
and refugees, Syria, Russia, the situation in the Korean peninsula and of Greek soldiers arrested in Turkey. Parliament
adopted, inter alia, legislative resolutions on greenhouse gas emissions, the circular economy, European political
parties and foundations, anti-money-laundering, market surveillance of motor vehicles, and organic production and
labelling. Members granted discharge for the execution of the 2016 budget to the European Commission and all EU
institutions and agencies, except the Council/European Council and European Asylum Support Office.
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In 2014, the European Commission adopted a proposal for a regulation on organic production and labelling of organic
products. Aimed at revising the existing legislation on organic production in order to remove obstacles to the
sustainable development of this sector, the proposal is intended to strengthen the rules on the control system, the
trade regime, various animal welfare practices and the use of non-authorised substances. The proposed regulation will
introduce one set of EU-wide rules covering the entire organic sector. Parliament is due to vote on the proposal during
its April plenary session.
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Developing organic production is an EU policy objective. While the EU organic market is constantly expanding, only 6
% of total EU agricultural area is used for organic cultivation, and the difference between EU demand and production is
covered by growing imports. To overcome the regulatory obstacles to the development of the sector and increase
consumer confidence in the EU organic logo, the Commission adopted a proposal in March 2014 for a regulation on
organic production and labelling of organic products, repealing the current framework dating from 2007. Following a
series of trilogue meetings, the Maltese Presidency and the European Parliament reached a preliminary agreement on
28 June 2017. The Council's Special Committee on Agriculture endorsed the agreement, which the Parliament's
Agriculture Committee subsequently approved on 22 November 2017. The full Parliament and Council now need to
approve the text before the new regulation can enter into force. This briefing updates earlier editions, of September
(PE 568.317), and October 2015 (PE 596.036), drafted by Francesco Tropea.
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This study reviews existing scientific evidence regarding the impact of organic food on human health from an EU
perspective, with a focus on public health. The development of environmentally sustainable and healthy food systems
is an international priority. The study examines how organic food and organic agriculture can contribute to this in
relation to public health. Human and animal studies directly addressing the health effects of organic food are reviewed.
Furthermore, evidence linking principles and rules of organic production to human health effects is discussed.
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In its mid-term review of the Biodiversity strategy, the European Commission identified a continuing decline in the
species and habitats associated with agriculture. It concluded that the strategy was not fulfilling expectations with
regard to the contribution of agriculture and forestry to maintaining and enhancing biodiversity. Numerous studies show
that agricultural biodiversity loss is linked to intensification of agricultural activities on the one hand, and the
abandonment of farming on the other hand. Intensification is generally associated with high yields, but also with
significant changes in the natural environment. Abandonment generally implies the loss of cultivated landscapes and
corresponding habitats. There are essentially two different models of how to reconcile biodiversity and agricultural
activities: the land-sharing model based on more extensive farming, and the land-sparing model based on further
intensification of farming. The reformed Common Agricultural Policy offers various instruments aimed at supporting
biodiversity while guaranteeing a decent living for farmers. Conservationists consider the reforms to be lagging behind
expectations, whereas farmers fear a loss of income through lower yields. The European Parliament has expressed
concern rfegarding biodiversity loss and has called on the Commission to assess the effectiveness of the measures
taken so far.
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The development of organic production is a political objective of the EU. Although its organic market has constantly
expanded, the EU's organic land area still represents only 6% of the total agricultural area and the difference between
EU demand and production is covered by growing imports. To overcome the regulatory obstacles to the development
of the sector and increase consumer confidence in the EU organic logo, in March 2014 the Commission adopted a
proposal for a regulation on organic production and labelling of organic products, repealing Regulation No 834/2007.
EU Agriculture Ministers agreed in June 2015 on a Council general approach to the proposal. On 13 October 2015, the
Parliament's Agriculture Committee voted on its draft report on the proposal and the mandate to begin negotiations
with the Council. This briefing updates an earlier edition, of 10 September 2015: PE568.317. Please click here for the
full publication in PDF format
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The development of organic production is a political objective of the EU. Although its organic market has constantly
expanded, the EU's organic land area still represents less than 6% of the total agricultural area and the difference
between EU demand and production is covered by growing imports. To overcome the regulatory obstacles to the
development of the sector and increase consumer confidence in the EU organic logo, the European Commission
adopted in March 2014 a proposal for a Regulation on organic production and labelling of organic products, repealing
Council Regulation (EC) No 834/2007. EU Agriculture Ministers agreed in June 2015 on a Council general approach to
the proposal while Parliament's Agriculture Committee is expected to vote on its draft report on the proposal in
October.

A more recent edition of this document is available. Find it by searching by the document title at this address:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/home.html
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Organic production is an overall system of farm management and food production that aims at sustainable agriculture,
high-quality products and the use of processes that do not harm the environment, or human, plant or animal health and
welfare. Prompted mainly by environmental concerns and in spite of the higher price of organic products, EU
consumers spent over €22 billion in 2013, helping the EU organic market grow by nearly 6%. To help them make an
informed choice, the European Commission introduced a specific EU organic logo in 2010, complementing earlier
legislation setting up an extensive framework of rules and requirements on the production, processing, handling and
certification of organic foods. While demand is mainly concentrated in North America and Europe, over three quarters
of the nearly 2 million organic producers worldwide are in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. The EU continues to be a
forerunner in organic agriculture thanks to strong consumer demand, strict legal protection and support for organic
production. Around one eighth of the world's organic producers — 260 000 — are situated in the EU, and in 2013 they
cultivated over 10 million hectares of land. Within the EU organic market Germany has the largest share (€7.6 billion)
followed by France (€4.4 billion), the United Kingdom (€2.1 billion), and ltaly (€2 billion). While the sustainable nature
of organic farming is generally conceded, its health and nutritional benefits are still widely debated. The use of
(organic) pesticides and the possible presence of residues in organically grown crops also attract a lot of attention.
Meanwhile, the increasing competition for shoppers and the recent market entry of retail discounters such as Aldi,
make analysts fear a price war seriously affecting farmers and food manufacturers. The recent growth in organic
farming has also given rise to the so-called 'conventionalisation hypothesis', according to which some big organic
farms are increasingly functioning as modified models of conventional farms.
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Organic production is an overall system of farm management and food production that aims at sustainable agriculture,
high-quality products and the use of processes that do not harm the environment, human, plant or animal health and
welfare. Globally, 43.1 million hectares of agricultural land was under organic production in 2013, six million more than
the year before. With 10.2 million hectares, the European Union (EU) accounts for 24% of the world’s organic land.
There are almost 2 million organic producers in the world, mostly in Asia (36%), Africa (29%) and Latin America (16%).
The EU represents 13% of this total. The infographic first shows the production and consumption of organic food in the
world. It then focuses on the EU figures for organic agricultural land, producers, sales and consumption. The last part
describes the places where Europeans buy organic food and the reasons they choose to do so. Unless otherwise
reported, data in this infographic are based on ‘The world of organic agriculture 2015’ - the largest global data
collection on organics published by the Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL) in collaboration with the
International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements (IFOAM - Organics International) and other partners. Data
are collected and published annually.
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Organic agriculture views itself as respecting natural cycles by refraining from the use of genetically modified
organisms, by limiting the use of synthetic chemical products and by ensuring animal welfare.

Organic production, regulated and supported at EU level, is controlled, certified and labelled. The specifications list
also adapts to different kinds of production. Initially a niche market, organic agriculture now represents a European
market worth more than EUR 22 billion a year, with demand continuing to increase. The organic sector, seeking a
vision for the future, must respond to certain challenges, particularly in its coexistence with conventional agriculture,
but also in terms of producer and consumer confidence in the system and its values, in a context of growing
international exchanges.

In March 2014, the European Commission proposed to revise the entire legislative framework of the organic sector, in
particular with the aim of reducing the current derogation practices, reviewing the control system and the import
regime, simplifying the legislation and cutting down on the red tape. Some initial reactions to these proposals seem
rather critical. The first reading legislative appraisal has started in the European Parliament, but the announcement of
the new "Juncker Commission" of its intention to withdraw this proposal by mid-2015 should an agreement not be
reached by then could change the context.
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This is the first in a new series of 'Implementation Appraisals', produced by the European Parliamentary Research
Service (EPRS), on the operation of existing EU legislation in practice. Each such briefing focuses on a specific EU law
which is, or will shortly be, subject to an amending proposal from the European Commission, intended to update the
current text. The series is based on the Commission’s intentions, as announced in its annual Work Programme (CWP).
'Implementation Appraisals' aim to provide a succinct overview of material publicly available on the implementation,
application and effectiveness of an EU law to date - drawing on available in-puts from, inter alia, the EU institutions and
advisory committees, national parliaments, and relevant external consultation and outreach exercises. They are
pg%viéjzeg tgzagséist parliamentary committees in their consideration of the new Commission proposal, once tabled. PE
536. v02-
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This briefing seeks to provide an initial analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the European Commission's
Impact Assessment (IA) accompanying its proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and the Council on
organic production and labelling of organic products (COM (2014) 180), which was adopted on 24 March 2014.

It does not attempt to deal with the substance of the proposal and is drafted for informational and background
purposes to assist the AGRI committee and its Members in their work.
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The European Parliament resolution on the future of small agricultural holdings highlights the role of small farms in
preserving Europe’s countryside and biodiversity, as well as their role in preserving local manufacturing traditions and
products, and providing a livelihood for millions of Europeans. It also highlights the difficulties of establishing a single
universal definition of what constitutes a small farm.
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This note discusses the greening component of direct payments in the Commission’s legislative proposals of October
2011 for the Common Agricultural Policy in the period after 2014. Based on an analysis of their likely consequences it
puts forward a range of options for the consideration of MEPs for how these proposals might be amended to improve

their environmental impact, to reduce their administrative complexity and to improve their cost-effectiveness, including
possible alternatives.
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The CAP has been at the centre of European integration since the Treaty of Rome. The specific objectives of the CAP,
as enshrined in the Treaties, have remained unchanged for more than fifty years. The upcoming reform of the CAP for
the post-2013 period represents a politically sensitive issue. On the one hand, this is due to the considerable
budgetary amounts involved. On the other hand, the imbalanced distribution of CAP payments between Member
States has particularly been questioned. Organic farmers may receive support from the two pillars of the CAP (mainly
agri-environmental payments, from the second pillar).
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This note is a supporting document for the members of the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development of the
European Parliament providing some information on the Scottish Agriculture on the occasion of a delegation to
Scotland (25-27/2/ 2009).

It is consisted by:

I. An introductory section setting out the main historical, geographical and demographic information

Il. Some economic and trade data and

Ill. An in-depth analysis of the agricultural sector in terms of both production and structures.
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