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Treating urban wastewater to remove harmful components is essential to protect human health as well as rivers, lakes
and seas. During the October | plenary session, the European Parliament is expected to adopt its position on a
European Commission proposal that seeks to reinforce existing rules, adopted more than 30 years ago, and to bring
them into line with the EU's climate neutrality, circularity and zero pollution ambitions.
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Under the European Green Deal, the European Commission tabled a proposal for a recast of the Urban Wastewater
Treatment Directive in October 2022. Dating back to 1991, and instrumental to the achievement of European Union
water policy objectives, the directive needs to be updated and adapted to new challenges and realities. The recast
proposal would introduce new obligations to better control pollution due to rainwater, impose stricter standards for
nutrient removal and require advanced treatment for the removal of micro-pollutants. To cover treatment costs, a
system of extended producer responsibility (EPR) targeting pharmaceuticals and cosmetics would be set up. To align
the directive with the Green Deal's ambitions, an energy neutrality obligation would be introduced for wastewater
treatment plants. Requirements on water reuse and sludge management would be clarified to enhance circularity.
Health parameters would be monitored in wastewater to support public health action. In Parliament, the Committee on
the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, responsible for the file, adopted its report on 20 September 2023. It
will be put to the vote during the October | plenary session. The text as adopted will become Parliament's position for
future negotiations with the Council, which has still to agree on a general approach. Second edition. The 'EU
Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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The impact assessment's strong points include a well-substantiated problem definition, an evidence base that appears
to be recent and relevant, and a broad stakeholder consultation, the results of which were put to good use. However,
the report's weak points limit its potential to inform decision-making clearly. Firstly, there appears to be a mismatch
between the problem description, the objectives and the options of the IA. Secondly, the IA does not explain in
sufficient detail why no alternatives were available to address certain problem drivers, and the resulting analysis of the
options alongside the measures does not clarify what the real policy alternatives are. Thirdly, the content and choice of
the preferred package of options are not entirely evident from the IA, as only the options, but not the measures, were
compared based on the mandatory criteria of efficiency, effectiveness and coherence. Finally, the IA focuses on
economic and environmental impacts, leaving impacts on health and competitiveness unaddressed.
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Since its adoption in 1991, the main objective of the Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive has been the protection
of the environment from the adverse effects of urban waste water discharges. While the directive has not been revised
until now, recent developments — such as contaminants of emerging concern, increasing heavy rainfalls and adoption
of stricter rules in some Member States — have rendered its evaluation necessary. This briefing offers an overview of
the evaluation of this directive as well as of relevant stakeholders' position papers in view of its forthcoming revision.
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Although freshwater is relatively abundant in the European Union (EU), water stress occurs in many areas, particularly
in the Mediterranean region and parts of the Atlantic region, with environmental and economic impacts. In May 2018,
the European Commission put forward a proposal for a regulation setting EU-wide standards that reclaimed water
would need to meet in order to be used for agricultural irrigation, with the aim of encouraging greater use of reclaimed
water and contributing to alleviating water scarcity. The Commission estimates that the proposal could increase water
reuse in agricultural irrigation from 1.7 billion m2 to 6.6 billion m3 per year, thereby reducing water stress by 5 %. The
European Parliament adopted its first-reading position on 12 February 2019, and the Council agreed on a general
approach on 26 June 2019. Trilogue negotiations concluded with a provisional agreement on 2 December. The agreed
text, endorsed by the ENVI committee on 21 January 2020, was adopted at first reading by the Council on 7 April. It
now returns to the Parliament for final adoption at second reading. Second edition of a briefing originally drafted by
Didier Bourguignon. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative
procedure.
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The Commission proposal aims to increase the uptake of water reuse for agricultural irrigation. The supporting impact
assessment (IA) is based on extensive data and analysis. The range of options, the scope and the analysis of impacts,
and the stakeholder consultation seem to have been done in line with the Better Regulation Guidelines. However, the
objectives set in the IA are not time-bound, nor measurable. Furthermore, proportionality of the options and the
presentation of the problem could be improved.
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Water stress is st eadily increasing, as a result either of droughts — a temporary decline in water resources due to low
rainfall — or situations of water scarcity, where demand exceeds the level of sustainable use. Assessment of the global
use of water resources is hampered by the lack of established standards, and conventional measurements may yield
diverging results. Data extracted in April 2016. This is an updated version of a document published in May 2015.
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Water stress is steadily increasing, as a result either of droughts — a temporary decline in water resources due to low
rainfall — or situations of water scarcity, where demand exceeds the level of sustainable use. Assessment of the global
use of water resources is hampered by the lack of established standards, and conventional measurements may yield
diverging results.
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This ‘Cost of Non-Europe’ report examines the state of implementation of current EU Water Legislation and identifies
the cost of the lack of further European action in this field. The assessment made of existing water legislation confirms
that there are still implementation gaps and areas of poor performance. The examination of five case studies, where it
was believed that a significant potential exists for further EU action, served to demonstrate that there are several
barriers which hinder the achievement of the goals set in the legislation. More European action would accordingly be
necessary to limit the impact on Europe's water quality of flooding or of pharmaceutical residues. To limit the use of
fresh water more generally, there is a need for European coordination to increase the use of water-efficient equipment
and water-metering. This research makes a cautious estimate that the benefits of full implementation of existing
legislation could reach 2.8 billion euro per year. The study also demonstrates that further European action in this field
could provide further added value, representing a ‘cost of non-Europe’ of some 25 billion euro per year.
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This study discusses the possible impacts of hydraulic fracturing on the environment and on human health updating a
study published in 2011. Detailed studies of environmental risks arising from unconventional gas extraction activities
have been published recently on European and national levels substantially broadening and deepening the scientific
basis. However, knowledge and availability of information are still limited. High risks are identified in a number of
environmental aspects, notably when taking into account the cumulative risks of multiple installations typical for
unconventional gas activities.
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The main purpose of this study is to analyse and evaluate the effluent charging and enforcement systems of the 15 EU
Member States, including the institutional responsibilities and the conditions related to the issuing of permits to
discharge effluents directly into natural waters. The information on which this report is based was collected mainly from
water authorities in the Member States, usually from the ministries responsible for environmental affairs.
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