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Good tax practices in the fight against tax avoidance - The signalling role of FDI data
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This report examines the role of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in tax havens. About 40-45% of the global FDI stock
is hosted in tax havens, while their share in the world economy is only around 4%2%. These abnormal FDI patterns
suggest that FDI and international corporate tax avoidance are closely related. Traditional tax havens are attractive
because of zero tax rates and uncooperative behaviour. For European tax havens it is rather a mix of policies related
to improving the investment climate and this mix differs by country.
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The crypto-asset sector, while still relatively new, has already changed the world of payments and investment forever.
The fast-changing, mobile nature of the sector and its growing market prominence poses challenges, however, for tax
authorities, which are not always able to track the capital gains made from trading crypto-assets. On 8 December
2022, the European Commission proposed to set up a reporting framework which would require crypto-asset service
providers to report transactions made by EU clients. This would help tax authorities to track the trade of crypto-assets
and the proceeds gained, thereby reducing the risk of tax fraud and evasion. The reporting framework would be set-up
by amending the Directive on Administrative Cooperation (DAC), which is the main framework for other data
exchanges between tax authorities. The proposal also puts forward a series of (smaller) changes to improve the
existing exchange of tax-related information. The proposed directive is subject to a special legislative procedure,
requiring unanimous support in the Council, following consultation of the European Parliament and the European
Economic and Social Committee. The Council agreed its general approach on the proposal during the meeting of the
Economic and Financial Affairs Council of May 2023. Parliament is expected to vote its opinion during its September
2023 plenary session. Third edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout
the legislative procedure.
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While shell companies — company entities that have no or minimal economic activity — can serve useful commercial
and business functions, they are sometimes abused by companies or individuals for aggressive tax planning or tax
evasion. To ensure sustainable public finances under the exceptional circumstances imposed by the COVID-19
pandemic, in December 2021 the European Commission presented a directive on preventing shell companies from
misusing their structure for tax purposes (‘Unshell’). The proposal introduces a ‘filtering' system for EU company
entities, which will have to pass a series of gateways, relating to income, staff and premises, to ensure there is
sufficient 'substance’ to the entity. Those entities that are deemed to be lacking in substance are presumed to be 'shell
companies' and, if they are unable to rebut this presumption through additional evidence regarding the commercial,
non-tax rationale of the entity, they will lose any tax advantages granted through bilateral tax treaties or EU directives,
thereby discouraging their use. The directive requires unanimity in the Council for its adoption, following consultation of
the European Parliament. While negotiations in the Council are ongoing, the Parliament will vote on its report in
January 2023. Second edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the
legislative procedure.
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A quarter of all tax revenue in the EU is collected in Germany alone. Given the country's weight in the EU economy,
the German tax system plays a key role in facilitating cross-border trade and company growth in the EU, and in
strengthening the EU-wide fight against abusive tax practices. However, the publication of the ‘cum ex files' in 2018
revealed that Germany had lost billions in tax revenue because of aggressive dividend arbitrage practices.
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As Ireland has a high number of (foreign-owned) multinationals, which employ a large share of the Irish workforce, the
country's corporate tax system plays a key role in the economy. However, Ireland has been criticised for the way in
which its tax system has been used by multinationals to set up aggressive tax planning structures and exploit
mismatches and gaps in the international tax framework. In response, Ireland has taken a series of anti-tax avoidance
measures at national, EU and OECD level.
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This study aims to provide an overview of the recently implemented anti-tax avoidance and evasion measures, notably
the ATAD and DAC 6. It reviews the implementation of these directives across different Member States and assesses
the problems that arise with regard to the interpretation of some of the directives’ provisions.

This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the
request of the Economic and Monetary Affairs Subcommittee on tax matters (FISC).
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Two European Added Value Assessments (EAVAS) studies on Value Added Tax (VAT) and Corporate Income Tax
(CIT) for the European Parliament's subcommittee on Tax Matters (FISC), identified the gaps in EU legislation in these
areas and evaluated the European added value of various policy options to address these gaps.
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Tax transparency has become an important tool in the fight against tax avoidance and tax evasion. Country-by-country
reporting (CBCR) aims at requiring multinational enterprises (MNES) to provide sufficient data to be able to distinguish
what part of their activity is related to a specific country. The European Commission's proposed directive on CBCR
was first tabled in 2016. Interinstitutional negotiations led to a provisional agreement in June 2021. The European
Parliament is expected to vote on it at second reading during the November | part-session.

DE, EN, ES, FR, IT, PL

Country Specific Recommendations and Recovery and Resilience Plans - Thematic overview on tax

avoidance, money laundering and corruption issues

Druh publikace
Datum

Autor

Oblast

Kliové slovo

Shrnuti

Podrobné analyza

Podrobné analyza

18-10-2021

GRIGAITE KRISTINA | PACHECO DIAS CRISTINA SOFIA
Ekonomika a mnové zalezitosti | Finanni a bankovni zalezitosti

daové soustava | ekonomické geografie | EKONOMIKA | epidemie | financovani a investice | FINANNICTVI |
GEOGRAFIE | hospodaska obnova | hospodaska politika | hospodaska reforma | hospodéaska situace | hospodaska
struktura | investice | korupce | onemocnni koronavirem | prani Spinavych penz | PRAVO | SOCIALNI OTAZKY |
strukturdlni Gprava | trestni pravo | volny pohyb kapitalu | vyhybani se danim | zdravi | lensky stat EU

This paper outlines how 2019 and 2020 Country Specific Recommendations covering the fight against corruption,
aggressive tax planning, tax evasion or tax avoidance or ineffective anti-money laundering measures are being
addressed in national Recovery and Resilience Plans, based on Commission’s assessments. The paper will be
updated once new relevant information is available.
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The EU policy reform on harmful tax practices (HTP) has been pushed up the agenda for several reasons: the
significant loss of revenue due to tax evasion and tax avoidance while Member States are addressing the huge
economic impacts of the pandemic, public and parliamentary pressure, and several high-profile revelations of
guestionable tax-related practices. An own-initiative procedure was launched in autumn 2020 by the Subcommittee on
Tax Matters (FISC), and a vote on the report of the Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee (ECON) is expected in
the October | session.
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This note presents selected information on the current status of the EU economic governance procedures and related
relevant information in view of an Economic Dialogue with Constantinos Petrides, Cyprus Finance Minister, in the
ECON committee of the European Parliament. The invitation for a dialogue is in accordance with the EU economic
governance framework. The last exchange of views with the Cypriot authorities took place on 25 January 2016.
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The purpose of the present study is to provide a tool for understanding the phenomenon of harmful tax competition
within the EU, as well as making an in-depth assessment and proposing solutions. It contains policy recommendations
for future EU standards.

This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the
request of the subcommittee on Tax Matters (FISC).
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In 2018, the Commission presented a proposal for a regulation establishing the Fiscalis programme for cooperation in
the field of taxation in the 2021-2027 period. The programme aims to support tax authorities and enhance the
functioning of the single market and competitiveness; and to protect the financial and economic interests of the
European Union. Following an early second-reading agreement reached with the Council in trilogue negotiations in
March 2021, Parliament is expected to vote in May to formally adopt the regulation.

DE, EN, ES, FR, IT, PL

Advances in administrative cooperation in the field of taxation

Druh publikace

Datum
Autor
Oblast
Kliové slovo

Shrnuti

Briefing

Briefing

08-04-2021

KARABOYTCHEVA Miroslava Kostova
Ekonomika a mnové zalezitosti

daova soustava | daové pravo | evropska daova spoluprace | EVROPSKA UNIE | FINANNICTVI | informace a
zpracovani informaci | novela zékona | navrh (EU) | POLITICKY ZIVOT | prace parlamentu | pravni pedpisy Evropské
unie | PRAVO | smrnice (EU) | spravni spoluprace | trestni pravo | vyhybani se danim | VZDLAVANI A KOMUNIKACE |
vykonna moc a statni sprava | vymna informaci | zdanni digitalni ekonomiky | zkraceni dan

The digitalisation of the economy opens the door to new cross-border economic activities that makes it possible to
under-report income and under-pay tax. It also presents new challenges for tax administrations, already faced with
limited access to information at the national level. Hence, in July 2020 the Commission proposed to amend the
provisions on information exchange and administrative cooperation and to include the automatic exchange of data on
information declared by digital platform operators in their scope. The goal is to ensure that sellers on digital platforms
pay their fair share of taxes, align EU countries to the digital economy, and close the gaps for tax evasion and
avoidance. Right now, having secure tax revenues is vital for the provision of support to the people and businesses
most in need. The Parliament's ECON committee adopted its report on the proposal for an amended Directive on
Administrative Cooperation (DAC7) on 4 February 2021. The Parliament adopted its opinion on the Commission’s
proposal on 10 March 2021. The Council had reached agreement on the proposal on 1 December 2020, and formally
adopted it on 22 March 2021. Member States have to transpose the directive's provisions and apply them as of 1
January 2023, except for the provisions on joint audits which will apply from 2024.
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This briefing analyses the strengths and weaknesses of the IA accompanying the Commission proposal on better
cooperation in the area of taxation of digital platform sellers’ revenues. The IA’s strengths are an overall good problem
definition, solid research quality and full transparency regarding the scarcity of relevant data, as well as regarding the
methods and assumptions underlying the analysis. Weaknesses concern the objectives of the initiative, which could
have been more specific, and the presentation of the policy options, which lacks clarity and structure. The IA mainly
assesses the economic impacts of the actions under the preferred legislative option, concluding that the benefits would
significantly exceed the costs. Social and environmental effects are considered briefly, the former namely in terms of
tax fairness and transparency, as well as data protection safeguards.
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Broadly speaking, 'tax havens' provide taxpayers, both legal and natural persons, with opportunities for tax evasion or
avoidance, while their secrecy and opacity also serves to disguise the origins of the proceeds of illegal and criminal
activities. One might ask why establishing a list of tax havens or high-risk countries is useful. Drawing up such lists
began with action to end harmful tax practices arising from the discrepancy between the global reach of financial flows
and the geographically limited scope of jurisdictions that match or exist inside national borders. However we refer to
tax havens, they all have one thing in common: they allow individuals or organisations to escape from taxation.
Distinctive characteristics of tax havens include low or zero taxation, fictitious residences (with no bearing on reality)
and tax secrecy. The latter two are key methods for hiding ultimate beneficial owners. In the EU, the process of
adopting a common list of non-cooperative tax jurisdictions was initiated as part of efforts to further good tax
governance, and its external dimension. On 5 December 2017, the Council adopted a first common list resulting from
the assessment of third countries against distinctive criteria. Pursuing the assessment process, the Council has
updated the list on the basis of commitments received, while also reviewing countries that had not yet been assessed.
This briefing updates an earlier one, from May 2018 — itself an updated and extended version of a briefing from
December 2017: ‘Understanding the rationale for compiling “tax haven” lists', PE 614.633 — to take account of the
changes in the lists since that date.
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Action to fight corporate tax avoidance has been deemed necessary in the OECD forum and has received further
impetus through the G20/OECD Base erosion and profit shifting action plan (known as BEPS). The 2015 BEPS action
plan has 15 actions, covering elements used in corporate tax-avoidance practices and aggressive tax-planning
schemes. The implementation of the BEPS action plan was designed to be flexible, as a consequence of its adoption
by consensus. Recommendations made in BEPS reports range from minimum standards to guidelines, as well as
putting in place an instrument to modify the provisions of tax treaties related to BEPS practices. In addition, putting
BEPS actions into practice has involved a growing number of countries, so as to provide a more inclusive framework
able to involve more countries beyond the OECD and G20 members, and build on cooperation between international
organisations. The application of BEPS actions and their follow-up involves issues that remain to be implemented or
addressed. Here come in particular issues beyond the avoidance techniques that were addressed in the BEPS action
plan, starting with addressing tax challenges of the digital economy, building on the BEPS action1 report that defined a
calendar for providing an adaptation of international tax rules to the impact of digitalisation. Based on several
intermediary reports, the OECD/G20 inclusive framework on BEPS issued a work programme to develop a consensus
solution to the tax challenges arising from the digitalisation of the economy. Endorsed in June 2019 by the G20, this
programme outlines the steps for modernising international tax rules. An annex to this document outlines the different
international fora and instruments relevant to BEPS actions and the countries or organisations that participate in them
or apply them. This briefing updates an earlier edition (PE 607.288), of June 2017.
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Tax policy, and the fight against tax fraud, have gained particular exposure over the past five years as a result of the
light shed by repeated tax leaks and the related journalistic investigations. This has added to the increasing lack of
acceptance of damaging tax practices, especially since the recession and the resulting budget constraints. The fight
against tax fraud aims at recovering revenue not paid to the public authorities. It also aims at ensuring that fraudsters
do not have an advantage over compliant taxpayers, thus ensuring tax fairness between taxpayers. Unpaid taxes
result in reduced resources for national and European Union (EU) budgets. Though the scale of unpaid taxes is by
nature difficult to estimate, available assessments hint at large amounts of resources lost to public finances. Citizens'
evaluation of the EU's current involvement in the fight against tax fraud has improved, but the majority of citizens in
each Member State still share expectations for even more intensive involvement. Despite this, there is still a
considerable gap between citizens' evaluations and expectations of EU involvement. There is still room for
improvement in addressing the preferences and expectations of EU citizens. The fight against tax fraud is shared
between Member States and the EU. Coming under tax policy, it has remained closely linked to Member State
sovereignty, protected by the requirement for unanimity and a special legislative procedure which keeps tax matters
firmly under the Council's control. This has been the case since the Union's beginnings, in spite of the proposed limited
changes to the tax framework. As shortcomings have been more clearly identified, the discussion has been opened
anew in speeches on the State of the Union delivered by the President of the European Commission before the
European Parliament. Fighting tax fraud covers not only actions against illegal behaviour, but also the deterrence of
fraud and measures to foster compliance. As a result it involves a large reboot of tax provisions, to upgrade them for
the scale and features of tax fraud as it is and as it evolves. In spite of the notable deliveries during the 2014-2019
parliamentary term, there remains work ahead, namely because all provisions need to be implemented, enforced,
monitored and, if need be, updated, to keep up with the versatility of tax fraud and the pace of digital evolution globally.
This is an update of an earlier briefing issued in advance of the 2019 European elections.
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Tax transparency has gained particular importance as a tool in the fight against tax avoidance and tax evasion,
particularly in the field of corporate income tax and aggressive tax planning. Cooperation between tax authorities aims
at allowing them to obtain information covering the global business of multinational enterprises (MNES), and progress
has already been made in this area. A further step in tax transparency would be to broaden it by providing publicly
available information relating to tax paid at the place where profits are actually made. Public country-by-country
reporting (CBCR) is the publication of a defined set of facts and figures by large MNES, thereby providing the public
with a global picture of the taxes MNEs pay on their corporate income. The proposal is being considered by the
European Parliament (EP) and the Council. In the EP, the amendments put forward by the ECON and JURI
committees were voted on 4 July 2017. In the absence of a Council position enabling negotiations on the proposal, the
Parliament adopted its position at first reading in plenary on 27 March 2019. Third edition. The ‘EU Legislation in
Progress’ briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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The European Parliament's Special Committee on financial crimes, tax evasion and tax avoidance (TAX3) was set up
in March 2018 to build on and complement the work carried out in the EP since 2014. Its report, submitted for debate
during the European Parliament's March Il plenary session, takes stock of the continued topicality of these issues and
of the progress made, as well as the remaining work ahead to fight financial crimes, tax evasion and tax avoidance. It
also paves the way for further monitoring and follow-up actions.
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Shrnuti In this edition of the newsletter, Jean Arthuis and Ingeborg Grassle, Chairs of the BUDG and the CONT committees
respectively, present the priorities of both committees and describe several examples of good joint efforts made in the
course of the legislative term. Other issues dealt with in this edition include performance based budgeting, sustainable
developm((ejnt, taxation, agriculture and cooperation with the Council. Forthcoming publications and events are also
announced.
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Shrnuti The Monthly Highlights publication provides an overview, at a glance, of the on-going work of the policy departments,
including a selection of the latest and forthcoming publications, and a list of future events.
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Shrnuti In April 2018, the European Parliament's Special Committee on Financial Crimes, Tax Evasion and Tax Avoidance
(TAX3) requested a study on shell companies in the EU. In response to this request, the Ex-Post Evaluation Unit
(EVAL) and the European Added Value Unit (EAVA) of the European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS)
prepared this study. The study aims to contribute to a better understanding of the phenomenon of shell companies in
the European Union. In particular, it approaches the issue through a set of ‘proxy’ indicators at a member state level. It
proceeds by presenting main risks associated with the shell companies. Finally, if presents policies aiming at mitigating
these identified risks.
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Directive (EU) 2015/849, which forms part of the EU regulatory framework to combat financial crime, has shown gaps
in the light of recent terrorist attacks and various tax leaks. In this context, the European Commission proposed to
amend the directive, along with Directive 2009/101/EC, to broaden their scope, lower thresholds benefiting from
exemptions and provide for the creation of automated centralised mechanisms (e.g. central electronic data retrieval
systems). The European Parliament and Council each put forward substantial modifications to the Commission
proposal, including not amending the aforementioned Directive 2009/101/EC. Others include: the obligation for
Member States to provide data to the Commission on trusts and legal arrangements; specific professional secrecy
obligations for staff working, or having worked for, competent authorities supervising credit and financial institutions;
cooperation between competent authorities; or the obligation for Member States to provide Financial Intelligence Units
(FIUs) with access to information — including through registries or central electronic data retrieval systems — which
allows the identification of any natural or legal person owning real estate. Parliament voted on the agreement reached
in trilogue on 19 April 2018 and Council adopted the act on 14 May 2018. The final act was published in the Official
Journal on 19 June 2018. Third edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages
throughout the legislative procedure.
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The situations highlighted by the ‘Panama papers’ and ‘Paradise papers’, among others leaks show how certain
intermediaries and other providers of tax advice appear to have facilitated companies and individuals in avoiding
taxation, often through complex cross-border schemes involving routing assets to, or through, offshore entities. Among
the tools to fight tax avoidance and aggressive tax planning are established mechanisms for disclosure of tax
information and publication of tax-relevant information by companies. In June 2017, the Commission adopted a
proposal aimed at ensuring early information on such situations, by setting an obligation to report cross-border
arrangements designed by tax intermediaries or taxpayers and by including the information collected in the automatic
exchange of information between tax authorities within the European Union. The directive was adopted on 25 May
2018, and it is to be applied from 1 July 2020. Third edition. The ‘EU Legislation in Progress’ briefings are updated at
key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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The European Commission has decided to re-launch the common consolidated corporate tax base (CCCTB) project in
a two-step approach, with the publication on 25 October 2016 of two new interconnected proposals: on a common
corporate tax base (CCTB), and on a common consolidated corporate tax base (CCCTB). Building on the 2016 CCTB
proposal, the 2016 CCCTB proposal introduces the consolidation aspect of this double initiative. Companies operating
across borders in the EU would no longer have to deal with 28 different sets of national rules when calculating their
taxable profits. Consolidation means that there would be a ‘one-stop-shop’ — the principal tax authority — where one of
the companies of a group, that is, the principal taxpayer, would file a tax return. To distribute the tax base among
Member States concerned, a formulary apportionment system is introduced. The legislative proposal falls under the
consultation procedure. The report was adopted in the ECON committee on 21 February and Parliament’s opinion in
plenary on 15 March 2018. the proposal is thus now in the hands of the Council. Third edition, based on an original
briefing by Gustaf Gimdal. The ‘EU Legislation in Progress’ briefings are updated at key stages throughout the
legislative procedure.
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This study commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the PETI Committee, analyzes FATCA legislation and its application at international and EU
level: it first provides a global overview on exchange of tax information and of the FATCA mechanisms applied through
intergovernmental agreements. The study then describes the extraterritorial nature and negative externalities of
FATCA, in particular its impact on U.S. citizens abroad and the potential conflicts with EU law, with specific attention to
the right of FATCA data protection under the GDPR. It concludes with suggestions for bilateral and unilateral EU-U.S.
policies, with final remarks on a multilateral approach.
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The current EU regulatory framework for financial crime —composed of Directive (EU) 2015/849, and Regulation (EU)
2015/847- faces the challenge of keeping pace with technological innovation in financial services, which can create
new opportunities to conceal financing, as well as the potential exploitation by criminals of loopholes in the system.
Following approval in committee in January, the report is due to be voted in plenary in April.

DE, EN, ES, FR, IT, PL

Common (consolidated) corporate tax base

Druh publikace
Datum

Autor

Oblast

Kliové slovo

Shrnuti

Ve strunosti

Ve strunosti

06-03-2018

DELIVORIAS Angelos | REMEUR Cécile
Ekonomika a mnové zaleZitosti

da z pijm pravnickych osob | daova soustava | daové pravo | daovy zaklad | druhy podnik | dvoji zdanni | EKONOMIKA
| evropska daova spoluprace | EVROPSKA UNIE | FINANNICTVI | harmonizace dani | jednotny trh | malé a stedni
podniky | nadnarodni spolenost | PODNIKANI A HOSPODASKA SOUTZ | pravni pedpisy Evropské unie | peshranini
rozmr | piblizovani legislativy | regiony a regionalni politika | struktura Spoleenstvi | vyhybani se danim

In 2016, the Commission decided to re-launch the common consolidated corporate tax base proposal, but this time in
a two-step approach, with two interconnected proposals. Parliament, which is only consulted, is due to vote on the
proposals during its March plenary session.
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Disclosure of tax information by tax intermediaries or taxpayers is seen as a tool to fight tax avoidance and aggressive
tax planning, by providing tax authorities with a full picture and enabling them to address the part of a tax situation
which falls within their jurisdictions. Parliament is due to vote in plenary in February on a Commission proposal to
ensure automatic exchange of such information.

DE, EN, ES, FR, IT, PL

Zdroj : © Evropska unie, 2024 - EP


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/IPOL_STU(2018)604967
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/604967/IPOL_STU(2018)604967_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/604967/IPOL_STU(2018)604967_FR.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/EPRS_ATA(2018)620214
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2018/620214/EPRS_ATA(2018)620214_DE.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2018/620214/EPRS_ATA(2018)620214_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2018/620214/EPRS_ATA(2018)620214_ES.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2018/620214/EPRS_ATA(2018)620214_FR.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2018/620214/EPRS_ATA(2018)620214_IT.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2018/620214/EPRS_ATA(2018)620214_PL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/EPRS_ATA(2018)614731
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2018/614731/EPRS_ATA(2018)614731_DE.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2018/614731/EPRS_ATA(2018)614731_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2018/614731/EPRS_ATA(2018)614731_ES.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2018/614731/EPRS_ATA(2018)614731_FR.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2018/614731/EPRS_ATA(2018)614731_IT.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2018/614731/EPRS_ATA(2018)614731_PL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/EPRS_ATA(2018)614710
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2018/614710/EPRS_ATA(2018)614710_DE.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2018/614710/EPRS_ATA(2018)614710_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2018/614710/EPRS_ATA(2018)614710_ES.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2018/614710/EPRS_ATA(2018)614710_FR.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2018/614710/EPRS_ATA(2018)614710_IT.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2018/614710/EPRS_ATA(2018)614710_PL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/cs/legal-notice

Digital Services in the Area of Accommodation and Transportation: Economic and Legal Aspects

Druh publikace

Datum
Externi autor
Oblast

Kliové slovo

Shrnuti

Podrobné analyza

Podrobna analyza
15-12-2017
Prof. Dr. Stuart John BARNE

Hodnoceni prava a politiky v praxi | Ochrana spotebitel | Pravo EU: pravni systém a akty | Pijimani pravnich pedpis EP
a Radou | Vnitni trh a celni unie

cestovni ruch | daova soustava | digitalizace dokument | dokumentace | DOPRAVA | ekonomicka analyza |
ekonomicka analyza | EKONOMIKA | EVROPSKA UNIE | FINANNICTVI | hospodaska struktura | informace pro
spotebitele | internet | jednotny digitalni trh | kolaborativni ekonomika | komunikace | letecka a kosmicka doprava |
letecké& doprava | OBCHOD | organizace dopravy | osobni doprava | pimy prodej | SOCIALNI OTAZKY | socialni
vztahy | spoteba | struktura Spoleenstvi | uvadni na trh | volny as | vyhybani se danim | VZDLAVANI A KOMUNIKACE

This paper examines the development of digital business models in the provision of flights and short-term
accommodation services. It discusses the growing importance of digital intermediaries and their associated business
model features, some of which provide significant value, and others which could be considered deleterious and in need
of regulatory scrutiny. The paper concludes with some suggestions for regulation based on technology, algorithms and
big data analytics. This could enable a more soft-touch, automatic, dynamic and individualised approach to regulation.
This research paper has been commissioned by Policy Department at the request of the Internal Market and
Consumer Protection Committee.
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With taxation constantly in the headlines as one tax leak follows another, the question of which tax jurisdictions are
regularly associated with the schemes revealed has gained in importance. Broadly speaking, tax havens provide
taxpayers, both legal and natural persons, with opportunities for tax avoidance, while their secrecy and opacity also
serves to hide the origin of the proceeds of illegal and criminal activities. One may ask why establishing a list of tax
havens is useful. Drawing up such a list started with the actions to stop harmful tax practices arising from the
discrepancy between the global reach of financial flows and the geographically limited scope of jurisdictions, matching
or inside national borders. This difference is central to the inter-connected issues of tax avoidance, tax evasion and
fraud, and money laundering. Whatever name is used (tax haven, offshore centre, non-cooperative jurisdiction) they all
have in common that they make it possible to escape taxation: low or zero taxation, a fictitious residence (with no
bearing on reality) and tax secrecy. The last two are key for hiding the ultimate beneficial owner, and consequently for
money laundering. In short, the tax-haven issue reveals the discrepancy between real economic activity and the form
and appearance given to it, through complex and global schemes. In the EU, the process of adopting a common list of
non-cooperative tax jurisdictions was initiated as part of efforts towards good governance in tax, and the external
dimension thereof. On 5 December 2017, the Council adopted a first common list.
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This study brings together work in progress on a long-term project to identify and analyse the ‘cost of non-Europe' in a
number of policy fields. This concept, first pioneered by the European Parliament in the 1980s, is used here to quantify
the potential efficiency gains in today's European economy through pursuing a series of policy initiatives recently
advocated by Parliament — from a wider and deeper digital single market to more systematic coordination of national
and European defence policies or increased cooperation to fight corporate tax avoidance. The benefits are measured
principally in additional GDP generated or more rational use of public resources. The latest analysis suggests that the
European economy could be boosted by €1.75 trillion per year — or 12 % of EU-28 GDP (2016) — by such measures
over time. The study is intended to make a contribution to the on-going discussion about the European Union's policy
priorities over the current five-year institutional cycle, running from 2014 to 2019.
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The European Parliament's '‘Committee of Inquiry to investigate alleged contraventions and maladministration in the
application of Union law in relation to money laundering, tax avoidance and tax evasion' (PANA committee) was
established in June 2016. Its report and the recommendation submitted for adoption by the European Parliament's
December plenary session now pave the way for further monitoring and follow-up actions.
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The latest leak of tax-related documents, known as the ‘Paradise papers’, was made public on 5 November 2017. The

results of a joint investigation are now being released in instalments. The papers provide additional evidence on the
involvement of offshore law firms in tax optimisation practices.
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Daova suverenita je jednim ze zakladnich svrchovanych prav lenskych stat EU a EU mav této oblasti pouze omezené
pravomoci. Rozvoj ustanoveni v oblasti daove politiky EU je zamen na hladké fungovani jednotného trhu, piemz
harmonizace nepimych dani je eSena pednostn a dkladnji nez otazky pimych dani. Spolen s timto Gsilim EU
zintenzivuje boj proti daovym Unikm a vyhybani se daovym povinnostem, jelikoz tyto jevy ohroZuji spravedlivou
hospodéaskou soutz a jsou piinou velkého schodku v daovych pijmech. Podle Smlouvy musi byt daova opateni
pijimana lenskymi staty jednomysin. Daova politika je do velké miry ovlivnna judikaturou Soudniho dvora EU a
Evropsky parlament ma v této oblasti pouze pravo byt konzultovan, s vyjimkou rozpotovych zalezitosti, v nichz jako
rozpotovy organ sdili rozhodovaci pravomoci s Radou.
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- vztahule se totiZ i na teti zem. Liberalizace pohybu kapitalu se postupn zvysovala Maastrichtska smlouva zrusila
jakékoliv omezeni pohybu kapitalu a plateb jak mezi lenskymi staty, tak se tetimi zemmi. Tato zasada ma pimy uvinek,
tj. nevyzaduje zadné dalSi pravni pedpisy ani na trovni EU, ani na Grovni lenskych stat.
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National provisions against tax avoidance and tax evasion, and money laundering laws and their enforcement vary
widely from one Member State to the next. This study examines the administrative capabilities of EU Member States
when it comes to tackling these challenges and reviews the specific measures they have taken in response to the
publication of the Panama Papers. The main objectives are to evaluate whether the legal framework and the
institutional configurations in place are adequate, to pinpoint the deficiencies and to suggest ways in which they could
be addressed.
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Hybrid mismatch is a situation where a cross-border activity is treated differently for tax purposes by the countries
involved, resulting in favourable tax treatment. Hybrid mismatches are used as aggressive tax planning structures,
which in turn trigger policy reactions to neutralise their tax effects. When adopting the Anti-Tax Avoidance Directive in
July 2016, the Council requested that the Commission put forward a proposal on hybrid mismatches involving third
countries. The amendment proposed by the Commission on 25 October broadens the provisions of the directive
accordingly. It seeks to neutralise mismatches by obliging Member States to deny the deduction of payments by
taxpayers or by requiring taxpayers to include a payment or a profit in their taxable income. The Parliament’s opinion
was prepared by the Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee. As this is a tax measure, Parliament is only
consulted. The proposal was adopted by the Council on 29 May 2017.
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Action to fight corporate tax avoidance has been deemed necessary in the OECD forum, with further impetus from the
G20/OECD 'Base erosion and profit shifting' action plan (known as BEPS), initiated in 2013. The BEPS action plan has
15 actions, covering elements used in corporate tax-avoidance practices and aggressive tax-planning schemes and
was endorsed in 2015. The 15 BEPS final reports are generally seen as a step in the fight against corporate tax
avoidance. The action against BEPS is designed to be flexible, as a consequence of its adoption by consensus.
Recommendations made in BEPS reports range from minimum standards to guidelines, and also putting in place an
instrument to modify the provisions of tax treaties related to BEPS practices. Implementation is under way, and the
follow-up and future of work to tackle BEPS is organised so as to provide a more inclusive framework able to involve
more countries and build on cooperation between international organisations. Putting BEPS actions in place is
progressing, in particular with the finalisation of the multilateral instrument aimed at implementing treaty changes
envisaged in the BEPS actions. Similarly, progress is being made with regard to the implementation of the BEPS four
minimum standards, and documents are being developed to support the implementation of measures addressing
BEPS in lower capacity developing countries. A table noting the different fora and their participants is annexed to the
briefing. This briefing updates an earlier edition, PE 580.911, of April 2016 (except the part on ‘EU policy: How BEPS
actions are translated’ which is the subject of a forthcoming briefing).
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Double taxation is a consequence of countries' individual rights to impose taxes. It arises when a taxpayer's situation
crosses borders, and constitutes a tax obstacle generating costs and administrative burdens. The Commission's
corporate tax reform package includes a proposal aimed at remedying the shortcomings of the current mechanism. A
draft legislative resolution on the proposal is on the agenda of the Parliament's July plenary session.
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This study aims to present the legal, political and institutional framework governing offshore practices in the Overseas
Countries and Territories (OCTs) of the European Union, which are under the sovereignty of four Member States:
Denmark, France, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom. The institutional arrangements of the OCTs with the
relevant EU Member States directly affect the possibility to establish policies and adopt regulations, including on
taxation and money laundering. Regardless of the level of control of the EU Member States over their OCTs,
implementation of the law by the local authorities is of concern in a number of the UK and Dutch OCTSs, both in terms
of structural weaknesses, but also because of limited financial and human resources. In the case of the French OCTs,
suboptimal oversight controls and lack of information make it difficult to supervise financial activities. The opening
analysis compares the French, Dutch and British cases in terms of combating tax evasion, money laundering and
enhancing tax transparency; explores the case of Greenland; and draws conclusions on how the EU could better use
its leverage in these overseas territories. The analysis is based on the detailed annexed contributions, written by
external experts, which cover in detail the OCTs under French, Dutch, and British rule. This ex-post impact
assessment has been produced by the European Parliamentary Research Service at the request of the European
Parliament's Committee of Inquiry into Money Laundering, Tax Avoidance and Tax Evasion (PANA) to assist it in the
context of its ongoing work.
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This study maps the rules on independence and responsibility that are applicable at national, EU, and international
level that govern the service provision by intermediaries such as companies working in auditing, tax advice,
accountancy and account certification or by legal advisors (attorneys, solicitors, legal consultants, in-house lawyers,
etc.). The mapping forms the basis for policy recommendations to encourage intermediaries to deliver a positive
contribution to combatting tax evasion, tax avoidance and money laundering.

This document was prepared for Policy Department A at the request of the Committee of Inquiry into Money
Laundering, Tax Avoidance and Tax Evasion (PANA).
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Shrnuti The use of offshore entities that facilitate money laundering, tax avoidance and tax evasion undermines the fair
distribution of the tax burden in onshore jurisdictions. The Panama Papers shed some light on the activities that are
usually conducted in secrecy, with the disclosure of information on 213,634 offshore entities in jurisdictions such as the
British Virgin Islands, Panama and the Seychelles. This analysis assesses the role of advisors (tax experts, legal
experts, administrators, investment advisors) and intermediaries (law firms, accounting firms, trust companies, banks,
etc.) involved in the phases of the identified decision-making cycle (advice, creation, maintenance, enforcement).

This document was prepared for Policy Department A at the request of the Committee of Inquiry into Money
Laundering, Tax Avoidance and Tax Evasion (PANA).
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Shrnuti Upon request by the European Parliament’s Committee of Inquiry to investigate alleged contraventions and
maladministration in the application of Union law in relation to money laundering, tax avoidance and tax evasion
(PANA Committee), this study assesses the impacts of the schemes revealed by the Panama Papers, a set of
documents leaked from the law firm Mossack Fonseca detailing tax evasion and avoidance practices, and published
by the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists (IC1J) in April 2016.

The study explores the concepts and roles of tax havens and offshore financial centres, their budgetary, and the
economic and financial impacts in a sample of EU Member States. The research combined previous estimates of tax
revenue loss with a microeconomic assessment based on data on companies that are thought to be linked to the
Panama Papers schemes. The most significant impacts identified are the negative effects on Member States’ budgets,
with wider knock-on effects on economic growth and financial markets. It is recommended that further steps are taken
at the national, EU and international levels to increase transparency of corporate and individual taxation and to limit the
scope for tax evasion and tax avoidance.

Studie EN

EU-US trade and investment relations: Effects on tax evasion, money laundering and tax transparency
Druh publikace Podrobné analyza
Datum 06-03-2017
Autor IOANNIDES Isabelle

Oblast Ekonomika a mnové zaleZzitosti | Finanni a bankovni zaleZitosti | Hodnoceni prava a politiky v praxi | Mezinarodni
obchod | Provadni a uplatovani pravnich pedpis

Kliové slovo Amerika | analyza dopadu | daova soustava | dvoustranny vztah | ekonomické analyza | ekonomicka geografie |
EKONOMIKA [ financovani a investice | FINANNICTVI | GEOGRAFIE | harmonizace dani | informace a zpracovani
informaci | mezinarodni obchod | mezinarodni politika | MEZINARODNI VZTAHY | OBCHQOD | obchod se staty mimo
EU | obchodni dohoda | obchodni politika | politicka geografie | prani $pinavych penz | PRAVO | Spojené staty |
statistika EU | trestni pravo | volny pohyb kapitéalu | vyhybani se danim | VZDLAVANI A KOMUNIKACE | vymna
informaci | zahranini investice | zkraceni dan

Shrnuti This ex-post impact assessment analyses EU-US trade and investment relations to assess whether and, if so, to what
extent these relations have impacted on issues related to tax evasion, money laundering and tax transparency. The
EU and US economies are highly intertwined, generating together half the world’s gross domestic product and more
than 30 % of global trade. Overall, trade and investment relations between the European Union and the United States
do not seem to have impacted on US efforts to combat tax evasion, strengthen anti-money laundering legislation, and
its implementation, and boost tax transparency. While some progress has been made in the ongoing negotiation of the
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP), which also aims to establish regulatory cooperation between
the EU and the USA on financial services, progress has been below expectations. The United States has set up
mechanisms for information exchange with EU Member States, has signed tax treaties with almost all EU Member
States, and has developed a robust legal framework to address money laundering and combat terrorism financing.
Despite being largely compliant with the recommendations of the Financial Action Task Force, however, challenges
remain on questions of beneficial ownership, cross-border exchange of information, privacy issues, and designated
non-financial businesses and professions.

Podrobnéa analyza EN

29-03-2024 Zdroj : © Evropska unie, 2024 - EP 14


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/IPOL_STU(2017)602030
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2017/602030/IPOL_STU(2017)602030_DE.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2017/602030/IPOL_STU(2017)602030_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/IPOL_STU(2017)572717
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/IPOL_STU(2017)572717
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2017/572717/IPOL_STU(2017)572717_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/EPRS_IDA(2017)598602
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2017/598602/EPRS_IDA(2017)598602_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/cs/legal-notice

Policy Departments’ Monthly Highlights - November 2016

Druh publikace
Datum
Oblast

Kliové slovo

Shrnuti

Ve strunosti

Ve strunosti
21-11-2016

Ekonomika a mnové zaleZitosti | Lidska prava | Pravo duevniho vlastnictvi | Rozpotova kontrola | Rybolov | Zahranini
vei

bibliografie | daova soustava | dokumentace | EVROPSKA UNIE | FINANNICTVI | organy EU a evropska veejna
sluzba | parlament | parlamentni vySetovani | POLITICKY ZIVOT | prani Spinavych penz | PRAVO | rozsiovani
informaci EU | trestni pravo | volny pohyb kapitalu | vyhybani se danim | vySetovaci komise | VZDLAVANI A
KOMUNIKACE | vybor EP | zkraceni dan

The Monthly Highlights publication provides an overview, at a glance, of the on-going work of the policy departments,
including a selection of the latest and forthcoming publications, and a list of future events.
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To tackle tax avoidance and evasion problems brought into the spotlight by the media (such as the Panama Papers)
and in order to improve tax transparency, the European Commission has proposed to enable tax authorities in the EU
to have access to national anti-money-laundering information.

EN

Apple state aid decision in a nutshell

Druh publikace
Datum

Autor

Oblast

Kliové slovo

Shrnuti

Ve strunosti

Ve strunosti

13-09-2016

REMEUR Cécile

Ekonomika a mnové zaleZitosti | Finanni a bankovni zaleZitosti | Pravo EU: pravni systém a akty | Vnitni trh a celni
unie

daové soustava | daové pravo | druhy podnik | ekonomicka geografie | EKONOMIKA | Evropa | FINANNICTVI |

GEOGRAFIE | hospodaska politika | hospodaska soutz | Irsko | nadnarodni spolenost | PODNIKANI A HOSPODASKA
SOUTZ | politicka geografie | politika hospodaské soutZze EU | statni podpora | vyhybani se danim

In late August 2016, the adoption by the European Commission of a state aid decision on Ireland’s tax rulings in favour
of tax-resident companies related to Apple raised substantial debate, with regard to the multinational enterprise (MNE)
concerned and the amount to be recovered.
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The Commission's Better Regulation Guidelines recall that an impact assessment 'should be comprehensive,
proportionate, evidence-based, open to stakeholder's view, unbiased, prepared collectively with relevant Commission
services, embedded in the policy cycle, transparent and of a high quality’ (Guidelines, p. 20). After an initial appraisal, it
can be concluded that this |A seems to fit to a large extent this description and could be considered in many respects
as an example of good practice, compared to other Commission IAs in the financial field. The Better Regulation
Guidelines have been to a large extent respected. The IA seems to have considered the recommendations made in
relevant Parliament resolutions, such as the one of 16 December 2015 on 'bringing transparency, coordination and
convergence to corporate tax policies in the Union', although, in some cases, the Commission has drawn different
conclusions. One of the weaknesses is that the 1A does not appear to present the likely impacts of some changes
introduced in the proposal and acknowledged in the Explanatory Memorandum, such as the EU list of tax havens.
Overall, this IA appears to contribute effectively to informing the decision-making process.
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The proposal for a directive on 'Rules against tax avoidance practices that directly affect the functioning of the internal
market' was one of two legislative proposals of the 28 January 2016 European Commission 'anti-tax-avoidance
package'. Linked with the OECD/G20 Base erosion and profit shifting action plan (BEPS), it targets schemes where
corporate taxpayers operating businesses in several countries take advantage of disparities and loopholes to reduce
their tax bills. The objective is to realign corporate taxation with the relevant business substance (income) of the
corporate taxpayer, fighting against aggressive corporate tax avoidance. The proposal for a directive sets legally
binding minimum standards for six practices. Three of these are included in the BEPS action plan (interest limitation
rules, controlled foreign company rules, and rules on hybrid mismatches). The other three (a general anti-abuse rule,
exit taxation rules and a switchover clause) came out of discussions on the common consolidated corporate tax base
(CCCTB) proposal. As a tax measure, Parliament is only consulted, with the proposal adopted by the Council. As
finally adopted, the directive covers all these six aspects with the exception of the switchover clause and changes to
the rules on the controlled foreign companies (CFC) rules. This briefing updates a previous edition, of 3 June 2016: PE
583.804.
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The current proposal on publishing corporate tax data is part of a broader effort to tackle tax avoidance and increase
tax transparency. The proposal is closely connected to the recently adopted changes to Directive 2011/16 on the
automatic exchange of information among national tax authorities. Country-by-country reporting to tax administrations
is included in the OECD's action plan for tackling tax avoidance. However, while the present proposal applies the same
turnover threshold and covers the same businesses as the OECD plan, it goes somewhat further as it adds an
obligation to disseminate tax information publicly. Parliament has long called for tax information to be made public,
however, this proposal does not go as far as Parliament had recommended in previous resolutions on the topic,
particularly, in terms of the data that will be made public. There is already some EU-wide experience of making
corporate tax-related data public with the recent decision to mandate the banking sector to publish tax-related data.
The full impact of this measure is still unclear as several years of data will be needed to properly track tax planning
behaviour. However, the Commission's evaluation on the subject has not yet found any negative impacts of publishing
tax-related data. When it comes to what public scrutiny would achieve, there is not as yet an abundance of evidence
on the effect of potential reputation-related damage on large businesses' tax strategies. Public disclosure will centre on
businesses' tax payments within the EU, which means that it will not necessarily be possible to gain an overview of a
business's total tax position. This will have some effect on the analysis that can be made of businesses' taxrelated
information. However, the proposal sends a strong message in relation to the need for additional transparency.
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Tax matters remain closely linked to Member States, and the EU’s competences in tax are limited. Different forms of
escaping tax obligations result in tax fraud, evasion or avoidance, dealing with which is a cross-border issue. The fight
against fraud and evasion is a mix of national and EU actions. However, EU citizens express strong support for EU
involvement in the fight against fraud and this creates a gap between citizens’ expectations and the actual EU
involvement in this policy area.
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The special committee on tax rulings and other measures similar in nature or effect (TAXE 2) adopted its report on 21
June 2016. The report is now on the agenda for the plenary on 4-7 July 2016, with a vote planned for 7 July.
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This paper analyses direct and indirect tax challenges in the digital economy in light of the conclusions of the OECD’s
BEPS (Base Erosion and Profit Shifting) Project. While assessing the recent reforms in the area of taxation within the
EU and third countries, it revisits the question of whether or not specific measures are needed for the digital sector.
Taking into account the recent scandals involving big digital companies and their aggressive tax planning practices in
the EU, the specificities of the digital sector and the legal landscape in the 28 Member States, the paper makes policy
recommendations for further tax reforms in order to tackle tax avoidance and harmful competition.
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The European Council meeting to be held on 28-29 June 2016 will discuss the outcome of the UK referendum held on
23 June 2016, where 51.9 per cent of those voting opted for the United Kingdom to leave the European Union. As a
consequence, the other agenda items foreseen - external aspects of migration, jobs, growth and competitiveness, and
external relations - will probably receive less attention.
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Dr Luca Pantaleo, Steffen van der Velde LL.M. (T.M.C. Asser Instituut) and Prof. Dr Olha O. Cherednychenko and
Prof. Dr Heinrich B. Winter (Groningen Centre for European Financial Services Law (GCEFSL), University of
Groningen), with Prof. Dr Femke de Vries (The Netherlands Authority for the Financial Markets) acting as an advisor.

Ekonomika a mnové zalezitosti | Globalni sprava a izeni | Hodnoceni prava a politiky v praxi | Mezinarodni obchod |
Provadni a uplatovani pravnich pedpis | Vnitni trh a celni unie

Afrika | Amerika | analyza dopadu | Asie a Oceénie | daova soustava | dohoda o pidruzeni (EU) | dohoda o volném
obchodu | ekonomické analyza | ekonomicka geografie | EKONOMIKA | Evropa | EVROPSKA UNIE | FINANNICTVI |
finanni sluzby | GEOGRAFIE | Jihoafricka republika | Jizni Korea | kapitalovy pevod | Kolumbie | Mexiko | mezinarodni
obchod | OBCHOD | obchodni dohoda (EU) | obchodni politika | Peru | politick& geografie | prani Spinavych penz |
PRAVO | Republika Srbsko | spolena obchodni politika | struktura Spoleenstvi | trestni pravo | volny pohyb kapitalu |
vyhybani se danim | zkraceni dan | Gvrové a finanni instituce

This study examines the implementation and effects of the inclusion of financial services in existing EU free trade and
association agreements (FTAs) and, in particular, their impact on money laundering, tax evasion and avoidance. The
opening analysis outlines the geopolitical and trade context, as well as the EU policy framework to combat money
laundering, tax evasion and avoidance. It examines the effects of the ‘Panama Papers’ leaks; assesses the
consequences of tax evasion and money laundering and their link to trade in Africa; evaluates the implementation of
the EU-Central America Agreement; and provides a synthesis of the key findings and policy recommendations
presented in the annexed study. The annexed expertise investigates the implementation and effects of financial
services provisions in selected EU FTAs with third countries, with a particular focus on their propensity to curb money
laundering, tax evasion and elusion. It concludes that the liberalisation of trade in goods and services with developing
countries increases the threat of money laundering, and that it is therefore likely to contribute to an increase in illicit
financial flows from developing countries to the EU. The study does not find conclusive statistical data to support a
causal link between the EU FTAs that are in force and an increase in illicit financial flows. Nonetheless, the far-
reaching commitments made by the EU and the developing countries in the selected EU FTAs regarding access to the
markets for goods and services, including in the financial services sector, translate into such agreements significantly
increasing trade openness, and hence also the threat of money laundering facing developing countries. To remedy
these threats, the study provides a number of policy recommendations.
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New proposals on transparency would provide tax authorities with comprehensive and relevant information on the
activities of multinational enterprise (MNE) groups to help countries fight tax avoidance and aggressive tax planning.
Action has been designed to be implemented at both international and European Union (EU) levels. In particular,
Action 13 of the OECD/G20 BEPS (Base erosion and profit shifting) action plan includes a requirement that MNEs
provide all relevant governments with information on their global allocation of income, economic activity and taxes paid
using a common template. The European Commission has proposed to amend the Directive on administrative
cooperation in the field of taxation (DAC) to implement BEPS action 13 on country-by-country reporting (CBCR) in the
EU. CBCR would be added to the categories of information subject to automatic exchange of information between
Member State tax administrations, under the DAC's exchange mechanism. As a tax measure, Parliament is only
consulted and the proposal has to be adopted by the Council. This briefing updates an earlier version, from May 2016:
PE 582.004.
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Shrnuti This study was commissioned by the European Parliament's Policy Department for Citizens' Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the LIBE Committee. With a view to support the preparation of the report on the situation of
fundamental rights in the European Union (2015), it examines the follow-up given to the European Parliament
resolution of 8 September 2015 on 'The situation of fundamental rights in the European Union (2013-2014)'". It
considers the conditions that should be established for the establishment of an EU fundamental rights strategy, as well
as the recent developments related to the issues of concern and proposals made in the resolution of 8 September
2015.
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Shrnuti The proposal for a directive on 'Rules against tax avoidance practices that directly affect the functioning of the internal
market' is one of two legislative proposals of the 28 January 2016 European Commission 'anti-tax-avoidance package'.
Linked with the OECD/G20 Base erosion and profit shifting action plan (BEPS), it targets schemes where corporate
taxpayers operating businesses in several countries take advantage of disparities and loopholes to reduce their tax
bills. The objective is to realign corporate taxation with the relevant business substance (income) of the corporate
taxpayer, fighting against aggressive corporate tax avoidance. The proposed directive sets legally binding minimum
standards for six practices. Three of these are included in the BEPS action plan (interest limitation rules, controlled
foreign company rules, and rules on hybrid mismatches). The other three (a general anti-abuse rule, exit taxation rules
and a switch-over clause came out of discussions on the common consolidated corporate tax base (CCCTB) proposal.
As a tax measure, Parliament is only consulted, with the proposal to be adopted by the Council.

A more recent edition of this document is available. Find it by searching by the document title at this address:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/home.html
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Shrnuti The European Commission's proposed anti-tax-avoidance directive aims to create a higher level of protection against
corporate tax avoidance throughout the EU, setting legally binding minimum standards addressing six practices. The
ECON Committee is calling, in a report to be debated in the June plenary, for stricter rules than in the original proposal
on several key aspects.
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This document was prepared by Policy Department A at the request of the TAXE2 Special Committee of the European
Parliament. The study reviews common principles behind financial sector practices that may feature in tax avoidance
or evasion. Mechanisms include the exploitation of mismatches in international taxation and financial sophistication;
and the exploitation of the qualification of corporate cash flows. The paper issues concrete recommendations with
respect to international cooperation, and the completion of Banking Union.
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New proposals on transparency would provide tax authorities with comprehensive and relevant information on the
activities of multinational enterprise (MNE) groups to help countries fight tax avoidance and aggressive tax planning.
Action has been designed to be implemented at both international and European Union (EU) levels. In particular,
Action 13 of the OECD/G20 BEPS (Base erosion and profit shifting) action plan includes a requirement that MNEs
provide all relevant governments with information on their global allocation of income, economic activity and taxes paid
using a common template. The European Commission has proposed to amend the Directive on administrative
cooperation in the field of taxation (DAC) to implement BEPS action 13 on country-by-country reporting (CBCR) in the
EU. CBCR would be added to the categories of information subject to automatic exchange of information between
Member State tax administrations, under the DAC's exchange mechanism. As a tax measure, Parliament is only
consulted and the proposal has to be adopted by the Council.

A more recent edition of this document is available. Find it by searching by the document title at this address:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/home.html
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Increasing tax transparency is a means to remedy non-transparent practices such as corporate tax avoidance which
results in erosion of the taxpayer's tax bases and thus lost resources for countries.

EN

Zdroj : © Evropska unie, 2024 - EP 20


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/IPOL_STU(2016)578980
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2016/578980/IPOL_STU(2016)578980_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/EPRS_BRI(2016)582004
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/582004/EPRS_BRI(2016)582004_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/EPRS_ATA(2016)582002
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/582002/EPRS_ATA(2016)582002_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/cs/legal-notice

Country-by-country reporting for multinational enterprise groups

Druh publikace

Datum
Autor
Oblast

Kliové slovo

Shrnuti

Briefing

Briefing
15-04-2016
REMEUR Cécile

Ekonomika a mnové zalezitosti | Finanni a bankovni zaleZitosti | Hodnoceni prava a politiky v praxi | Provadni a
uplatovani pravnich pedpis | Pijiméani pravnich pedpis EP a Radou

daova soustava | druhy podnik | evropska daova spoluprace | EVROPSKA UNIE | FINANNICTV] | informace a
zpracovani informaci | legislativni proces EU | nadnarodni spolenost | PODNIKANI A HOSPODASKA SOUTZ |
POLITICKY ZIVOT | pravni pedpisy Evropskeé unie | spravm spoluprace | volny pohyb kapltalu | vyhybani se danim |
VZDLAVANI A KOMUNIKACE | vykonna moc a statni sprava | vymna informaci | zveejnni Gt | Getnictvi | Gtovani
vnitropodnikovych cen

New proposals on transparency would provide tax authorities with comprehensive and relevant information on the
activities of multinational enterprise (MNE) groups to help countries fight tax avoidance and aggressive tax planning.
Action has been designed to be implemented at both international and European Union (EU) levels. In particular,
Action 13 of the OECD/G20 BEPS (Base erosion and profit shifting) action plan includes a requirement that MNEs
provide all relevant governments with information on their global allocation of income, economic activity and taxes paid
using a common template. The European Commission has proposed to amend the Directive on administrative
cooperation in the field of taxation (DAC) to implement BEPS action 13 on country-by-country reporting (CBCR) in the
EU. CBCR would be added to the categories of information subject to automatic exchange of information between
Member State tax administrations, under the DAC's exchange mechanism. As a tax measure, Parliament is only
consulted and the proposal has to be adopted by the Council.

A more recent edition of this document is available. Find it by searching by the document title at this address:
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Action to fight corporate tax avoidance has been deemed necessary in the OECD forum, where further impetus has
been given via the G20/OECD 'Base erosion and profit shifting' action plan (known as BEPS), initiated in 2013. Applied
in a substantially changed context, existing tax rules set up a century ago are not only outdated but have also been
shown to have flaws that create opportunities for BEPS practices and thus need to be dealt with. The BEPS action
plan has 15 actions covering elements used in corporate tax-avoidance practices and aggressive tax-planning
schemes. The 15 BEPS final reports were prepared over two years, involving OECD and G20 countries. The reports
were finalised in autumn 2015 and endorsed by G20 leaders at their summit in Antalya, Turkey, in November 2015.
They cover common forms of BEPS practices. The reports are generally seen as a step in the fight against corporate
tax avoidance. The action against BEPS is designed to be flexible as a consequence of its adoption by consensus.
Recommendations made in BEPS reports range from minimum standards to guidelines, and also putting in place an
instrument to modify the provisions of tax treaties related to BEPS practices. Implementation is under way, and the
follow-up and future of work to tackle BEPS is organised so as to provide a more inclusive framework able to involve
more countries. EU rules already cover some of the BEPS actions. And the January 2016 'anti-tax avoidance package'
introduces further measures, including a proposed directive providing for country-by-country reporting and another
setting out anti-abuse measures against common forms of aggressive tax planning.
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Although the provisions of the existing Directive 2011/16 require an automatic exchange of information in the field of
taxation, the Commission's new proposal would go further towards strengthening and broadening administrative
cooperation in this field. The proposal establishes broader cooperation between the MS with regard to preventing tax
evasion and tax fraud by multinational enterprises. In this context it obliges multinational enterprises to provide
country-by-country reports to national tax authorities. Failure to provide these reports may lead to sanctions. The
national tax authorities can subsequently exchange the reports with tax authorities of other Member States. The
proposal also introduces a new set of obligations for the application of a mandatory automatic exchange of information
in the field of taxation, especially in the context of the principles adopted by the OECD in 2015 directed at prevention
and combating base erosion and profit shifting by multinational enterprises.Parliament, as well as the European
Economic and Social Committee, has repeatedly called for more actions to be taken in the tax field to enhance
transparency and combat tax evasion and tax fraud. Furthermore, the abovementioned studies and the OECD final
reports on base erosion and profit shifting have pointed to a need for coordinated actions to combat tax evasion and
tax fraud. As these negative practices are burdensome for the European and world economy, broadening
administrative cooperation between MS and clearly defining obligations for MS and enterprises, such as foreseen in
the new Commission proposal, could support these aims.
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The 'Panama papers' have shone new light on the practices, policies and measures used by tax-payers and tax
jurisdictions which render revenues and tax bases opaque, thus reducing tax bills and resulting in lost revenue for
countries. However, even before this story broke, the subject had not been out of the headlines in recent months, and
the main difference to previous revelations is the sheer bulk of cases, covering a huge number of tax-payers in many
countries.
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Tax transparency has become a mainstream concept which appears simple at first, but has deeper ramifications. lts
instruments and conditions are debated extensively, particularly in the case of 'country-by-country reporting', with its
possible scope and design highly contested.

DE, EN, ES, FR, IT, PL

Zdroj : © Evropska unie, 2024 - EP 22


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/EPRS_BRI(2016)573294
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/EPRS_BRI(2016)573294
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/573294/EPRS_BRI(2016)573294_DE.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/573294/EPRS_BRI(2016)573294_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/573294/EPRS_BRI(2016)573294_FR.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/EPRS_ATA(2016)580903
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/580903/EPRS_ATA(2016)580903_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/EPRS_ATA(2016)580873
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/580873/EPRS_ATA(2016)580873_DE.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/580873/EPRS_ATA(2016)580873_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/580873/EPRS_ATA(2016)580873_ES.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/580873/EPRS_ATA(2016)580873_FR.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/580873/EPRS_ATA(2016)580873_IT.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/580873/EPRS_ATA(2016)580873_PL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/cs/legal-notice

Spurring Transparency, Coordination and Convergence to Corporate Tax Policies in the EU

Druh publikace Ve strunosti

Datum
Autor
Oblast
Kliové slovo

Shrnuti

Ve strunosti

04-02-2016
PATERNOSTER Dario
Ekonomika a mnové zalezitosti | Hodnoceni prava a politiky v praxi

bibliografie | da z pijm pravnickych osob | daovéa reforma | daové soustava | dokumentace | druhy podnik | evropska
daova spoluprace | FINANNICTVI | harmonizace dani | nadnarodni spolenost | PODNIKANI A HOSPODASKA SOUTZ
| vyhybani se danim | VZDLAVANI' A KOMUNIKACE

What the key features of aggressive tax planning mechanisms and measures used by multinationals with the aim of
minimising corporate tax payments? How do favourable tax rulings work in practice? What is the role and functioning
of certain EU groups/working parties in the area of corporate taxation? And how effective is the EU in promoting good
tax governance principles? Adopting tax laws in the EU is a prerogative of national governments. In this context, what
are the key challenges that tax EU policy makers face as they move towards a more transparent tax environment and
enhanced coordination/convergence on tax matters? To what extent do current national legal frameworks allow for
effective action, in compliance with the EU Treaties, against aggressive corporate tax arrangements?

An in-depth analysis, including the EU policy response on corporate taxation governance, is provided in four papers.
The papers, which fed into the legislative own-initiative report “Bringing Transparency, coordination and convergence
to corporate tax policies in the EU” (rapporteurs MEP Anneliese Dodds and Ludk Niedermayer), have been prepared
by the Policy Department A, as a response to the request of the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs of the
European Parliament.
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This Study evaluates the European Added value of the recommendation in the draft report of the European Parliament
on bringing transparency, coordination and convergence to corporation tax policies in the Union. This study finds that
the single most effective contribution to mitigating aggressive tax planning strategies and therefore lost revenues to
Member States, which are estimated to be in the region of 50-70 billion euro per annum to 160-190 billion euro per
annum on an assumption of no base from sources other than profit shifting, would be enacting a common consolidated
corporate tax base (CCCTB), across the entire Union. Moreover, this is a conservative estimate. The cost-effective
regulations proposed the Rapporteur’s draft proposals can be expected to add 0.6 per cent - 1.1 per cent to Member
States potential public investment spending power, according to research assessments. Based on OECD
methodology, the enactment of these proposals are capable of improving corporation tax receipts by between 13.4
billion euro and 33.5 billion euro per annum. The Study finds that transparency and uneven implementation is one of
the most serious challenges faced by the EU in the field of business taxes. This applies to methodologies, what
information is made available by Member States, enforcement practices adopted by Member States and the recent
innovation of ‘free-ports’ which has created a parallel trading system.
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Aggressive corporate tax practices covering the Member States and extending beyond the European Union (EU) have
been extensively described and assessed over the past year. Measures to address and remedy the situation are on
the agendas of Member States and the EU alike. Please click here for the full publication in PDF format
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This paper assesses the loss of tax revenue to the EU through aggressive corporate tax planning to be around 50-70
billion euro per annum. On an assumption of no base from sources other than profit shifting, then this figure jumps to
160-190 billion euro. The paper presents the methodology used and the country-by-country calculations on which
these figures are based. It describes the common tools used in aggressive planning, and the impacts these have on
tax revenue, concluding with an assessment of the inefficiencies created by individual tax arrangements for large
multinational companies in the European Union. Research paper by Dr Robert Dover, Dr Benjamin Ferrett, Daniel
Gravino, Professor Erik Jones and Silvia Merler has been written at the request of the European Added Value Unit of
the Directorate for Impact Assessment and European Added Value, within the Directorate-General for Parliamentary
Research Services (DG EPRS) for the European Parliament’s Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON)
in relation with the legislative own-initiative Report of Co-Rapporteurs Ludk Niedermayer and Anneliese Dodds, MEPs.
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Multinational companies (MNCs) can use aggressive tax planning methods in order to reach very low effective tax
rates. Amplified public and political attention to aggressive corporate tax planning practises has increased pressure to
change the existing situation. Scrutiny of existing practices to find solutions is a generally recognised policy priority of
the European Parliament (EP). Please click here for the full publication in PDF format
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The need to improve the exchange of tax information is now widely accepted. The overall aim is to strengthen and
update exchange of information provisions in order to make tax authorities better equipped to address tax avoidance,
evasion and fraud in the European Union (EU). Lack of information-sharing between tax authorities prevents them from
correctly assessing the actual tax situation when several countries are involved.
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This paper forms part of a series of analytical pieces on various key tax issues, prepared by Policy Department A at
the request of the Special TAXE Committee. It sets out how tax rulings can be subject to state aid scrutiny if they lead
to a beneficial tax treatment of a particular undertaking that is not in line with the normal application of national tax law.
However, a deviation from national law in itself is not always an indicator of selective aid. As national law is the only
relevant benchmark, the state aid regime is not designed to impose particular doctrines or best practices on the tax
systems of Member States.
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This paper forms part of a series of analytical pieces on various key tax issues, prepared by Policy Department A at
the request of the TAXE Special Committee of the European Parliament. This paper contributes to the current debate
on Intellectual Property (IP) Box regimes, IP tax planning and OECD'’s base erosion and profit shifting (BEPS) project.
The aim is three-fold: First, to provide a systematic overview of the 12 IP Box regimes in place in Europe by the end of
2014, and present effective tax rates associated with the IP Box regimes and the use of popular IP tax planning
modes; second, to evaluate the IP box regimes on the basis of the EU State Aid rules and the EU Code of Conduct for
business taxation; third, to discuss options to reform the taxation of IP income in order to counter profit shifting and tax
base erosion.
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This implementation appraisal focuses on Directive 2011/16 on administrative cooperation in the field of taxation and
repealing Directive 77/799 on mutual assistance by the competent authorities of the Member States in the field of
direct taxation and taxation of insurance premiums. Directive 2011/16 was adopted by the Council on 15 February
2011. The European Commission announced in its annual Work Programme 2015 (CWP 2015) that this measure will
be updated by a new proposal, which it tabled on 18 March 2015. This briefing is one of a series of ‘Implementation
Appraisals’ on the operation of existing EU legislation in practice. Each such briefing focuses on a specific EU law
which is, or will shortly be, subject to an amending proposal from the European Commission, intended to update the
current text. ‘lmplementation Appraisals’ are provided to assist parliamentary committees in their consideration of new
Commission proposals, once tabled.
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The links between transparency (what is disclosed and known to the public) and secrecy (what is not) are neither direct

nor self-explanatory.

Finally, there is a push to address shortcomings and opaque practices and promote transparency.

It provides cross-cutting information on the different facets of growing openness in tax transparency and the way in

\(/j\{hich it affects the various stakeholders. It does not describe applicable procedures or regulatory developments under
iscussion.
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The action plan on ‘a Fair and Efficient Corporate Tax System in the European Union’, which the Commission
submitted on 17 June 2015, presents the second set of measures to combat tax evasion and aggressive tax planning
— phenomena which impede the adoption of tax policies favourable to sustainable growth and investment.
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The European Commission held an orientation debate on 27 May on updating corporate taxation rules to make them
fairer, more transparent, more growth-friendly and better shielded against abuse. The discussion will feed into an
Action Plan, to be presented in June, which is expected to reopen the discussion on a Common Consolidated
Corporate Tax Base in the EU. On March 18, the Commission presented its Tax Transparency Package, which
strengthens the exchange of information between Member States on their tax rulings. European Commission President
Jean-Claude Juncker has made the fight against tax avoidance and evasion a top priority, as reports that large
corporations use aggressive cross-border accounting practices to lower their tax obligations have sparked controversy.
This note highlights a selection of blog posts, commentaries and studies by major international think tanks and
research institutes on reforms of EU taxation rules, with hyperlinks to the texts concerned.
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Background document for the Budgetary Control and Budgets committees' joint hearing on "Control challenges in the
EU's own resources system" held on 5 May 2015. This briefing defines and presents the EU budget financing system
and highlights discrepancies between Member States. It then discusses key-issues on the GNI-based own resource
and the VAT-based own resource.
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Tax policy has been placed top of the European Union (EU) agenda. Annual tax reports take stock of progress made,
and still to be made, to tackle tax avoidance, evasion and fraud. Journalistic investigations of certain controversial tax

practices used by multinational corporations (the so-called 'LuxLeaks' affair) have created fresh impetus for the
introduction of new rules. The Commission's 18 March 'Tax transparency package' provides a first set of answers.

EN

2013 report on protection of the European Union's financial interests — fight against fraud

Druh publikace
Datum

Autor

Oblast

Kliové slovo

Shrnuti

Ve strunosti

Ve strunosti
02-03-2015
PARRY Matthew
Rozpotova kontrola

daova soustava | dokumentace | EVROPSKA UNIE | FINANNICTVI | kontrola rozpotu | korupce | nedovoleny obchod |
OBCHOD | obchodni politika | organy EU a evropskéa veejna sluzba | podvod | podvody poskozujici EU | pravni
pedpisy Evropské unie | PRAVO | pislusnost EP | rozpoet | trestni pravo | vyhybani se danim | VZDLAVANI A
KOMUNIKACE | zkraceni dan | zprava o innosti

European Union Member States reported established or suspected fraud against the EU budget worth €309.1 million
in 2013. While the financial impact is down from €392.6 million in 2012, the number of cases has increased.
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In recent years, domestic revenue mobilisation in developing countries gained increasing prominence in the policy
debate. Several factors explain this, including the potential benefits of taxation for statebuilding; independence from
foreign aid; the fiscal effects of trade liberalisation; the financial and debt crisis in the “West”; and the acute financial
needs of developing countries.

Governments in developing countries face great challenges in mobilising tax revenues, which result in a gap between
what they could collect and what they actually collect. Tax gaps are hard to quantify for reasons that are discussed in
the report. However we know that significant contributors to tax gaps include tax evasion and avoidance, tax
exemptions, and inequitable rent-sharing in the extractive sector, amongst others. The report discussed European and
}ntefrnational actions to improve revenue mobilisation in developing countries and it suggests some recommendations
or future.
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The European Commission (EC) proposes two programmes to enhance cooperation between tax and customs
authorities and fund the required IT systems in the 2014-20 period.
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The tax reduction methods used by multinational companies have been well known for decades. They include transfer
pricing, the use of lower-tax jurisdictions, over-charging entities in higher-tax countries to reduce taxable profit and
(legally) completing a transaction in a lower-tax country, different to the country which the business relates to. The
problem is relatively clear and law-makers want a situation where businesses not only operate within the letter but also
the spirit of the law.
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The size of the shadow economy in the EU in 2012 is estimated at approximately EUR 235 trillion. The shadow
economy represents a threat to the Single Market, leads to substantial budgetary difficulties and puts considerable
pressure on legitimate businesses, and in the longer run, limiting the potential growth of the formal economy.

A substantial reduction of the size of the shadow economy would ensure that consumers, businesses in the formal
economy, and employees are better protected and improve the level playing field on the Single Market, and could raise
up to EUR 285 billion in additional revenues annually.
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This study reviews the impact of tax havens, secrecy jurisdiction, and similar structures on the EU.

It concludes that the availability of these structures constrains the EU budget and undermines the fiscal recovery of EU
Member States. They distort markets by conferring advantages on large companies that engage in transfer pricing.
The study recommends the development of objectively verifiable criteria to identify high risk jurisdictions, combined
with mandatory country by country reporting by multinational companies operating in the EU.

EN

Zdroj : © Evropska unie, 2024 - EP 28


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/LDM_BRI(2013)130574
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/bibliotheque/briefing/2013/130574/LDM_BRI(2013)130574_REV1_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/IPOL-IMCO_ET(2013)507454
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2013/507454/IPOL-IMCO_ET(2013)507454_DE.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2013/507454/IPOL-IMCO_ET(2013)507454_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2013/507454/IPOL-IMCO_ET(2013)507454_FR.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/IPOL-JOIN_ET(2013)490673
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/IPOL-JOIN_ET(2013)490673
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2013/490673/IPOL-JOIN_ET(2013)490673_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/cs/legal-notice

Can the UK Presidency Shore up the G8 ?

Druh publikace
Datum

Autor

Oblast

Kliové slovo

Shrnuti

Podrobné analyza

Podrobna analyza

11-02-2013

TROSZCZYNSKA VAN GENDEREN Wanda

Mezinarodni obchod | Rozvoj a humanitarni pomoc | Vnitni trh a celni unie | Zahranini vci

daova soustava | ekonomicka geografie | Evropa | FINANNICTVi | GEOGRAFIE | liberalizace obchodu | mezinarodni
obchod | MEZINARODNI ORGANIZACE | mezinarodni politika | MEZINARODNI VZTAHY | OBCHOD | politick&
geografie | politika spoluprace | rozvojova pomoc | skupina nejvysplejSich zemi svta | Spojené kralovstvi | svtové
organizace | vrcholn& schzka | vyhybani se danim

Expectations are high that the United Kingdom's 2013 presidency of the Group of Eight (G8) will help revive the group
and maintain its global relevance. Known as an influential and active member of the G8, the UK's last presidency and
summit (in Gleneagles in 2005) was widely regarded as successful: that year, the group forged key decisions on
development assistance and debt forgiveness for the least developed countries, enhanced transparency and involved
civil society and media in its work. The coming year holds promise for the three priorities the UK has established.

A number of critics have argued that the relevance of G8 has declined in recent years, and that the group has become
unrepresentative, opaque and ineffective. Yet the G8's track record is not obviously negative. Over the years, the G8
has served as a platform for building consensus among (mostly) like-minded countries, shaping the global agenda on a
nﬁmber of issues, including crisis management, peace and security, economic governance, development and climate
change.
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E-commerce is a large and growing business and a key part in the digital economy. To reap the full potential, a number
of barriers needs to addressed, not the least the obstacles that the current VAT system presents to cross-border sales
of physical and in particular digital content e-commerce products.

This report lists shortcomings in the present VAT set-up, evaluates policy options put on the table by inter alia the
European Commission and provides a range of recommended policy options that should be reviewed in more detail.
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There are increasing calls for the financial sector to contribute to the resolution of the financial crisis. Although efforts
to introduce a Financial Transaction Tax at global level have so far failed, a proposal to introduce an EU-wide tax was
put forward in 2011.
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Since the start of the economic crisis, VAT rates in MS have changed often, mainly increasing. It is hard to predict the
effects of an increased VAT rate...
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This study examines whether there is any evidence, for both 'direct’ and 'indirect’ taxes, that electronic commerce
leads to tax base erosion and the establishment of business in tax havens. The briefing also looks at the impact that
the growth of the Internet and electronic commerce may have on the collection of taxes. An analysis is made of the
problems which make electronic commerce over the Internet so difficult to tax. This includes the internet's lack of
physical location and central control, the problems with auditing and enforcement, the use of electronic money and
encryption and the problems associated with mirror servers and disintermediation. A discussion of existing tax law
gives an overview of why direct and indirect taxation rules may provide loopholes in the age of electronic commerce.
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Is competition between tax systems a useful discipline on revenue-hungry governments? Or does it erode the tax
base, resulting in higher burdens on labour and higher unemployment? Does Economic and Monetary Union
automatically mean tax harmonisation? Part | of this study examines these issues and the steps that have recently
been taken in the field. Part Il provides a detailed survey of how Direct Taxes - on labour, on savings and corporations
- are currently levied within the EU.
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The process of integration within the European Union has led, in a relatively short period, to the creation of a Single
Market by means of the removal of physical, technical and fiscal barriers. On the other hand, the process of integration
among legislation and customs authorities of the different Member States has not been so rapid, causing serious
problems and inconsistency.

Customs procedures more exposed to frauds are import/export movements under a transit procedure (evasion of VAT
and duties) and intra-community movements (evasion of VAT and excise duties); who primarily benefits from frauds
are criminal organisations1, and not traders now and then evading financial obligations. Bad consequences are also
born by honest traders covering the movements with guarantees.

Since the early stages it was expected that extensive application of information networks would have made up for the
inadequacy of the customs system. As a matter of fact a number of projects concerning the electronic interchange of
standardised data and information has been launched since the early 80s to achieve that aim, but results still leave
much to be desired in comparison with original objectives.

The existence of a national customs information system in each MS can no doubt influence (positively or negatively)
the development of the European Customs network and it seems that the prospect of a unique customs information
system at European level is very remote.

The cause of the difficulties experienced in the development of the European Customs network is attributed to the
presence of different information systems in each MS. On the contrary some cases, described below, demonstrate the
actual possibility to implement such a network among several information systems with the necessarily high security
standard. The study discusses in details the development and the current state of the art of the European Customs
Information System and presents alternative options for the establishmen
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