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Armed conflict: A glossary of terms
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Oblast Bezpecnost a obrana
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Shrnuti Drawing on authoritative sources, this glossary offers an overview of common terms used in discussing situations of
armed conflict.
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World Mental Health Day 2023: 10 October
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Shrnuti The purpose of World Mental Health Day is to improve knowledge, raise awareness and mobilise efforts in support of
mental health around the world. This year's theme, 'Mental health is a universal human right', underlines that a mental
health condition should never be a reason to deprive a person of their human rights.
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Shrnuti Access to safe and nutritious food is key to sustaining life and promoting good health. The fifth World Food Safety Day
will be celebrated on 7 June 2023, to draw attention to the need to prevent, detect and manage foodborne risks, and to
inspire action in this regard. The globalisation of the food trade, a growing world population, climate change and rapidly
changing food systems all have an impact on food safety. World Health Organization (WHO) data reveal that unsafe
food containing harmful bacteria, viruses, parasites or chemical substances can cause more than 200 different
diseases, ranging from diarrhoea to cancer. Around the world, an estimated 600 million people fall ill after eating
contaminated food each year. This leads to 420 000 deaths and the loss of 33 million healthy life years (the number of
years that a person is expected to continue to live in a healthy condition). To prevent foodborne diseases and
empower consumers worldwide to make healthier choices, the WHO has issued a set of key recommendations on
safer food, formulated by a group of international scientists. In the EU, the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) is
tasked with providing impartial scientific advice and communicating on risks associated with the food chain. Together
with national food safety agencies, EFSA has been building a growing food-safety knowledge ecosystem, ensuring that
safe food remains the basis for healthy diets and sustainable food systems.
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EU-India cooperation on health
Druh publikace Ve stru¢nosti
Datum 01-06-2023
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Shrnuti In line with the EU-India Strategic Partnership of 2004 and the EU approach to global health, the EU and India have
long-standing cooperation on health. The focus is on health research and innovation, public health and health security,
as well as regulatory convergence. Often called the 'world's pharmacy', India significantly shapes global health
outcomes due to its health diplomacy and its large share of the global population. While interests converge in
numerous health-related areas, intellectual property rights (IPRs) have been a point of tension between the EU and
India, with global implications.
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The 76th World Health Assembly (WHA) will take place in Geneva, Switzerland, from 21 to 30 May 2023. The WHA is
the highest decision-making body of the World Health Organization (WHO), gathering annually and composed of
delegations from all 194 Member States (MS). The WHA discusses and votes on the decisions and resolutions
prepared by either WHO’s Executive Board (EB), Director-General or proposed by groups of MS. The Executive Board
is composed of 34 individuals elected for three years, and its annual meeting takes place in January.
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World Obesity Day reveals a worrying picture
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World Obesity Day — marked every year on 4 March — is a World Obesity Federation initiative supporting practical
solutions to help reverse obesity. A person is considered overweight by the World Health Organization if he or she has
a body mass index (BMI) — calculated by dividing body weight by the square of height — equal to or greater than 25.
Obesity is the condition of severe overweight where a person has a BMI equal to or greater than 30. Worryingly,
obesity acts as a gateway to a range of diseases, such as diabetes, cardiovascular diseases and 13 types of cancer.
Obesity is on the rise globally. Rates among adults have nearly tripled since 1975, and those among children and
adolescents have increased almost five times. The coronavirus pandemic has further exacerbated the problem.
Estimates indicate that by 2035, 1.9 billion people will be living with obesity and the projected global economic impact
of overweight and obesity will reach US$ 4.32 trillion. Between 2020 and 2035, child obesity is expected to increase by
100 %. In the EU, over half of adults are considered overweight, a condition that worsens with age, except among
those aged 75 or over. The proportion of overweight adults varies across EU countries, with the highest shares
recorded in Croatia and Malta, where 65 % of adults were considered overweight in 2019. In contrast, the lowest
shares were registered in ltaly (46 %), France (47 %) and Luxembourg (48 %). In all EU countries, a higher share of
men than women are overweight. The 2022 EU4Health work programme tackles obesity, in particular childhood
obesity, by increasing awareness, sharing knowledge and developing best practices. The EU also fights physical
inactivity, among other things by holding the European Week of Sport. To help consumers make healthier choices
when shopping, the Commission is expected to table a legislative proposal on standardised mandatory front-of-pack
nutrition labelling.
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These proceedings summarise the presentations and discussions before the European Parliament’s Health Working
Group as part of the workshop on ‘New incentives to improve the accessibility and availability of antimicrobial
medicinal products’, held on 26 October 2022. The five presentations touched, inter alia, upon the burden of AMR, the
current research on development of antimicrobials, and incentive models.

These workshop proceedings were provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life
Policies for the European Parliament Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI).
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The 75th World Health Assembly will take place in Geneva, Switzerland from 22 to 28 May 2022. The main topic is
“Health for peace and peace for health”. It will discuss and treat matters focusing on four pillars, three of which
contribute to the “triple billion targets”: Pillar 1: One billion more people benefiting from universal health coverage ;
Pillar 2: One billion more people better protected from health emergencies ; Pillar 3: One billion more people enjoying
better health and well-being ;Pillar 4: More effective and efficient WHO providing better support to countries.
Delegations from 194 WHO Member States and other organisations (with observer status) will participate in the
meeting, that consists of a plenary and two committees. Between sessions technical meetings and social events are
organised. The European Union cooperates with WHO and supports its activities in reaching its targets on global,
regional and local (country) level. The European Parliament has provided major contributions relevant for the 75th
WHA including on accelerating progress and tackling inequalities towards ending AIDS as a public health threat by
2030 (Pillar 1), the upgrade of the cross-border health threats framework, strengthening of the European Centre for
Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) and the European Medicines Agency (EMA) (Pillar 1) as well as for example
the EU food and feed regulation (Pillar III).
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While the pandemic is primarily a physical health crisis, it has also had widespread impact on people's mental health,
inducing, among other things, considerable levels of fear, worry, and concern. The growing burden on mental health
has been referred to by some as the 'second' or 'silent' pandemic. While negative mental health consequences affect
all ages, young people, in particular, have been found to be at high risk of developing poor mental health. Specific
groups have been particularly hard hit, including health and care workers, people with pre-existing mental health
problems, and women. The pandemic has also appeared to increase inequalities in mental health, both within the
population and between social groups. To address the population's increased psycho-social needs, the World Health
Organization Regional Office for Europe established an expert group on the mental health impacts of Covid-19 in the
European region. The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development has issued analyses and guidance
on mental health in general and the pandemic's impact on mental health in particular. At European Union level, a
December 2020 European Commission communication addressed the pandemic's impact on mental health. In May
2021, the Commission organised a major online stakeholder event, and published best practice examples of solutions
presented. A July 2020 European Parliament resolution recognises mental health as a fundamental human right,
calling for a 2021-2027 EU action plan on mental health. Members of the European Parliament have also called on the
Commission to put mental health at the heart of EU policymaking. Stakeholders broadly rally around calls for
programmes and funding to improve citizens' mental health, not least to respond to the pandemic's long-term
implications.
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Coronavirus: Vaccination debates [What Think Tanks are thinking]
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As the second wave of the coronavirus passes, numbers of new infections and the death rate are currently both in
decline globally. At the same time, countries across the world have begun vaccination programmes. In parallel, fears
that the impact of the disease will continue, as some new, highly contagious mutations of the virus have spread, have
lead governments to adopt additional preventive border restrictions and lockdowns. Among many debates on the
subject, two stand out — the slower vaccination rate in the EU compared to the UK and US, and the imbalance between
rich and poor countries in the availability of vaccines, with a third debate, on vaccination passports, emerging rapidly.
This note offers links to recent commentaries, studies and reports from international think tanks on the pandemic and
related issues. A previous item from this series on the coronavirus was published in February 2021.
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For the tenth time since the outbreak of the coronavirus crisis, the European Council met by video-conference,
however this time in two separate sessions. The first, on 25 February, dealing with the ongoing coronavirus pandemic
and ways of increasing the EU’s health resilience, is covered in this paper, while the second, the following morning,
addressed security and defence as well as the southern neighbourhood, and is covered by a separate paper.
Regarding the pandemic, EU leaders called for acceleration in the authorisation, production and distribution of
vaccines, reiterated their solidarity with third countries, and acknowledged that non-essential travel still needed to be
restricted while ensuring the unhindered flow of goods and services within the single market. To strengthen the EU’s
resilience to future health emergencies, EU leaders will seek to improve coordination to ensure better prevention,
preparedness and response. However, further EU integration in health policy was excluded, with the conclusions
stressing that these actions should be carried out ‘in line with the Union competences under the Treaties’. EU leaders
also called on the Commission to draw up a report on the lessons learned from this crisis, to take forward the work on
the European health union, and underlined the need for a global approach, including an international treaty on
pandemics.

EN

Impact of noise pollution on residents of large cities, with special regard to noise pollution from aircrafts

Druh publikace

Datum
Externi autor
Oblast
Klicové slovo

Shrnuti

Studie

Studie

30-09-2020

Ted ELLIFF, Michele CREMASCI, Violaine HUCK - ENVISA, Paris

Doprava | Hodnoceni prava a politiky v praxi | Petice pfedkladané Evropskému parlamentu

civilni letectvi | dokumentace | DOPRAVA | ekologické politika | EVROPSKA UNIE | hladina hluku | hlukova z&té |
letadlo | letecka a kosmicka doprava | letiSté | metropole | MEZINARODNI ORGANIZACE | ochrana proti hluku |
organy EU a evropské vefejna sluzba | parlament | petice | POLITICKY ZIVOT | poskozovani Zivotniho prostredi |
SOCIALNI OTAZKY | Spojené narody | Svétova zdravotnicka organizace | urbanismus a vystavba | VZDELAVANI A
KOMUNIKACE | vybor EP | vyzkumna zprava | zdravi | zdravi vefejnosti | ZIVOTNi PROSTREDI

This study, provided by the Policy Department for Citizens' Rights and Constitutional Affairs at the request of the
Committee on Petitions, aims to provide a clear and simple overview to the non-expert reader, on the Impact of
aircrafts noise pollution on residents of large cities, as well as to give recommendations addressed to the most relevant
actors.

Noise is one of the most important problems linked to aviation. It can lead to health issues, as well as to negative
social and economic effects. Examples of health issues produced by aviation are sleep disturbance, community
annoyance, cardiovascular disease, and mental health problems.
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The World Health Organization (WHO) declared Covid-19, the disease resulting from the novel coronavirus SARS-
COV2, a pandemic on 11 March 2020, putting the United Nations (UN) agency in the global spotlight. The WHO is
coordinating international efforts to fight the virus, for example by issuing guidelines on preventing and treating the
disease, and coordinating research into testing and vaccines. Critics argue that the WHO was overly accommodating
of China, and as a result failed to handle the pandemic effectively in its early stages. According to them, the WHO too
readily accepted Chinese reassurances that there was no evidence of human-to-human transmission. The WHO also
failed to hold China to account for its initial cover-up, and even praised its transparency. Even before coronavirus, the
WHO already had a mixed track record, including, on the one hand, successful eradication of smallpox, and on the
other, a delayed response to the West African Ebola epidemic of 2014, which may have cost thousands of lives. Its
failures, both in the Covid-19 pandemic and in previous health crises, highlight long-standing problems: the agency is
weak, underfunded, and its complex organisational structure can get in the way of effective action. Underlying such
weaknesses is the fact that the WHO is entirely dependent on cooperation from its member states and can only act
within the limits set by them. While Covid-19 has highlighted many of the WHO's weaknesses, it is also a reminder that
diseases respect no borders, and that the organisation's task of global coordination has become more necessary than
ever.
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On 11 March 2020, the World Health Organization declared the spread of COVID-19 to be a pandemic, confirming the
global impact of the disease. Across the world, regional and global international organisations are stepping up
coordination to confront the medical crisis and mitigate its effects on economies, societies and individuals.
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Tackling socially determined inequalities in health, both between and within European Union (EU) Member States, is
still a major challenge. This analysis describes the main concepts and gives examples for health inequalities across
the EU. It then presents an overview of the work accomplished at international and EU levels. It shows, in particular,
how the EU institutions, bodies and agencies have contributed to reducing health inequalities, notwithstanding that
Member States have the main responsibility for health policy. The analysis then goes on to depict stakeholder views,
before closing with an outlook on avenues for further action.
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Mobile phones are an integral part of everyday life, and it is hard to imagine a world without them. There are
nevertheless health concerns, and the debate is ongoing. There is a vast body of research on the potential risks from
exposure to radiofrequency electromagnetic fields such as those emitted by mobile phones. Yet scientific opinion
remains split over the possibility of a link between mobile phone radiation and health problems. The results of research
in this area have been interpreted in a variety of ways, and studies have been criticised for their methodological flaws,
lack of statistical significance, and bias. In 2011, the International Agency for Research on Cancer, a branch of the
World Health Organization, classified radiofrequency electromagnet fields as possibly carcinogenic (cancer-causing) to
humans. The European Union defined basic restrictions for limiting exposure to electromagnetic fields in Council
Recommendation 1999/519/EC, setting maximum values that should not to be exceeded. Moreover, in view of the
scientific uncertainty, the European Environment Agency advises taking a precautionary approach. Two sets of large-
scale experimental studies involving laboratory animals, one from the United States National Toxicology Program and
another from the Italian Ramazzini Institute, have recently brought the debate to the fore again. Both found varying
levels of evidence of certain tumours in some of the animals tested. The results have nevertheless prompted diverging
conclusions.
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The Drinking Water Directive (DWD) sets quality standards for drinking water and requires that Member States ensure
monitoring and compliance with these standards. By and large, it has been successful, best exemplified by the high,
and increasing, levels of compliance across the European Union (EU) with the microbiological, chemical and indicator
parameters and values set in the DWD. Notwithstanding this overall success, evidence collected over the past years,
most notably through evaluation as well as public and stakeholder consultation, confirm the existence of challenges.
These include an outdated list of parameters and parametric values; over-reliance on compliance testing at the end of
the water supply chain (at the tap) and related lack of a risk-based approach to managing water quality; problems
related to water quality in small water supplies; lack of connection to public water networks for many citizens; problems
related to water contact materials; as well as a lack of information for citizens. Although European Commission
Directive 2015/1787 recently introduced elements of a risk-based approach, the current text of the directive does not
appear to integrate the World Health Organization guidelines on drinking water quality sufficiently, both in terms of
parameters and parametric values (which have not been updated in the DWD since 1998), as well as the lack of a
comprehensive risk-based approach in water quality management that would systematically address potential risks
throughout the water supply chain. The European Commission is expected to make a proposal to amend the directive
in late 2017.
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Childhood obesity remains a considerable public health problem in the European Union (EU). While multiple factors
play a role, the global increase in overweight children is mainly linked to a shift in diet towards foods that are high in
fat, salt and sugar, paired with a decline in physical activity. Essentially, children today are growing up in an
environment that is conducive to weight gain and obesity. Excess weight in children is associated with a number of
serious health consequences. These include early onset of obesity-related chronic conditions, such as cardiovascular
diseases and diabetes, as well as psychosocial complications. The European Commission supports Member States'
efforts to take on childhood obesity in a number of ways, including the EU action plan on childhood obesity 2014-2020,
which is up for review this year. The current Maltese Presidency of the Council of the EU has identified tackling
childhood obesity among its priorities for health, and intends to present draft Council conclusions on the issue. A
technical report on public procurement of food for health in schools, jointly drafted with the Commission, has just been
released.
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Cancer is a major public health concern in terms of disease burden and economic cost. Prevention and early detection
are key. The European Union (EU) contributes to tackling cancer with awareness-raising, guidance, and investment in
research, as well as information and coordination. This 'At a glance' note updates an earlier version of October 2015:
PE 569.037.
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The European Commission proposes to amend Directive 2004/37/EC by expanding its scope and by including and/or
revising occupational exposure limit values for a number of cancer-causing chemical agents. According to the
Commission, this would improve workers' health protection, increase the effectiveness of the EU framework and
promote clarity for economic operators. Overall, the proposal has received a broad welcome from stakeholders. The
Council reached a general approach on 13 October 2016. The European Parliament's EMPL Committee rapporteur
has presented her draft report, which was considered in December. A total of 196 amendments have been tabled on
the Commission proposal. The Committee vote is scheduled for 27-28 February 2017.
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The rise of antimicrobial resistance — when bacteria and other microorganisms become resistant to the treatments
used against the infections they cause — is a pressing public health issue. Cross-sector efforts, particularly awareness-
raising, are being intensified, both in the EU and globally. This 'At a glance' note updates an earlier version of June
2015: PE 559.484.

EN

Spotlight on mental health in Europe

Druh publikace
Datum

Autor

Oblast

Klicové slovo

Shrnuti

Ve stru€nosti

Ve strucnosti
10-10-2016
SCHOLZ Nicole
Vefejné zdravi

dusevni zdravi | kampaf na ziskani vefejnosti | MEZINARODNI ORGANIZACE | organizace prace a pracovni
podminky | POLITICKY ZIVOT | politicky Zivot a bezpeCnost vefejnosti | psychicke vypéti | socialni blahobyt |
SOCIALNI OTAZKY | socialni ramec | Spojené narody | Svétova zdravotnicka organizace | ZAMESTNANOST A
PRACE | zdravi

Mental health problems not only exact a toll on the people affected, they also put pressure on health, economic and
welfare systems. The EU is promoting mental health through various instruments. Globally, World Mental Health Day is
held on 10 October each year to raise awareness.

EN

Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights

Druh publikace
Datum

Externi autor
Oblast

Klicové slovo

Shrnuti

Studie

20-04-2024

Studie

15-09-2016

Katie McCracken, Sergio Marquez, Sarah Priest, Ana Fitzsimons and Kasturi Torchia (Opcit Research)

Genderové otazky, rovnost Zen a muzl a rozmanitost | Hodnoceni prava a politiky v praxi

diskriminace na zakladé pohlavi | diskriminace na zakladé sexualni orientace | Dansko | ekonomicka geografie |
Evropa | GEOGRAFIE | humanitni védy | MEZINARODNI ORGANIZACE | organizace Skolstvi | pohlavné pfenosné
nemoci | politické geografie | prava a svobody | PRAVO | rovnost Zen a muz( | sexualita | sexualni vychova |
SOCIALNI OTAZKY | Spojené kralovstvi | Spojené narody | Svétova zdravotnicka organizace | VZDELAVANI A
KOMUNIKACE | VEDA | zdravi | zdravi vefejnosti | zmé&na pohlavni pFislugnosti | &lensky stat EU | Skolsky systém |
$kolstvi | Spanélsko

Upon request by the FEMM Committee this study updates knowledge on the provision of sexual education and
reproductive rights in the European Union. It involved a review of recent research and data on sexual and reproductive
health, and case studies in Denmark, Spain and the United Kingdom. Good quality sexual and relationship education

(SRE) reduces risk of sexually transmitted infection, unplanned pregnancy and sexual exploitation amongst young
people. However, the implementation of sex and relationship education is inconsistent across Member States.
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In the early hours of 26 April 1986, an accident at the Chernobyl nuclear power plant and the explosions it triggered
caused a major release of nuclear radioactive material into the atmosphere. Radionuclides were scattered in the
vicinity of the plant and over much of Europe. The Chernobyl fallout had a major impact on both agricultural and
natural ecosystems in Belarus, Russia and Ukraine, as well as in many other European countries. Radionuclides were
taken up by plants and later by animals. In some areas, they were subsequently found in milk, meat, forest food
products, freshwater fish and wood. Environmental impacts vary according to location and ecosystem. Forests and
fresh water bodies have been among the most affected ecosystems. The impacts on wildlife in the vicinity of the
Chernobyl plant are disputed. The impacts on human health have been extensively studied, although experts are not
unanimous in their views. Official assessments by United Nations agencies have been challenged. The major
population groups exposed were clean-up workers, evacuees and residents of contaminated areas of Belarus, Russia
and Ukraine. There has been no clear evidence of any measurable increase in radiation-induced adverse health
effects in other European countries. The immediate and short-term effects resulting from heavy fallout exposure
include radiation sickness and cataracts. Late effects are thyroid cancer, especially in children and adolescents, and
leukaemia among exposed workers. The accident has also had important psychosocial effects.
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Europe is currently experiencing an unprecedented influx of refugees, asylum seekers and other migrants. European
Union Member States are faced with a pressing need to address, among other issues, the resulting public health
consequences. The challenges for public health authorities relate to migrants' individual health problems, whether
these affect the resident population, and how to respond adequately to their needs, including providing access to
healthcare. The risk of an outbreak of infectious diseases resulting from the arrival of migrant populations is extremely
low. These diseases are primarily associated with poverty, and refugees and migrants are exposed mainly to infectious
diseases that are common in Europe, independently of migration. In terms of an immediate public health response, the
World Health Organization recommends a triage of migrants, followed by proper diagnosis and treatment targeting
specific groups. It advocates full access to high-quality care for all migrants, irrespective of their legal status. In the
longer term, it stresses the need to ensure that national health systems are adequately prepared. The European
Parliament has repeatedly emphasised the importance of providing healthcare to vulnerable groups such as migrants,
independently of their legal status. The European Commission has mobilised emergency funding and supports projects
under the European Union Health Programme. Moreover, it recently introduced the 'personal health record' for
establishing migrants' medical needs, to be made available in locations where groups of migrants enter the European
Union. In addition, the European Centre for Disease Control has issued expert scientific advice.
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On 26 October 2015, the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), which is part of the World Health
Organization (WHO), announced that it has classified processed meat as 'carcinogenic to humans', and red meat as
'probably carcinogenic to humans'. Stakeholder responses have varied from putting things into perspective, to
criticising the decision, to cautioning against alarmist reactions.
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The commercial trade in human organs, including trafficking in persons for organ removal has developed into a global
problem. This report describes the current situation regarding international organ trafficking, committed often by
transnational criminal networks. It zooms in on the role of traffickers, international brokers, health professionals, and
the recipients and suppliers. To combat and prevent organ commercialism and trafficking, a legal framework for the
criminalisation of trafficking offences, and tailor-made law enforcement instruments have been developed by a number
of international organisations. A number of recent trafficking cases in which European citizens were involved, have
been analysed in detail to highlight the different forms of organ trafficking and to demonstrate how investigation and
prosecution can result in an effective justice response to these crimes. The efforts of the EU and other European
organisations, such as the Council of Europe or the OSCE, to develop binding legal instruments and formulate policy
actions to step up law enforcement and legal cooperation in the combat against trafficking in organs, are described.
The report concludes with observations and recommendations for the EU to prepare next steps in successfully fighting
and preventing trafficking in organs and organ commercialism.

EN

eHealth — Technology for health

Druh publikace Briefing

Datum

Autor

Oblast
Klicové slovo

Shrnuti

Briefing

12-03-2015
SCHOLZ Nicole
Politika v oblasti vyzkumu | Vefejné zdravi

akeni program | domaci péce | informace a zpracovani informaci | informatika | komunikace | Iékaiské udaje |
management | MEZINARODNI ORGANIZACE | ochrana udaju | osobni udaje | PODNIKANI A HOSPODARSKA
SOUTEZ | prevence nemoci | prava a svobody | PRAVO | pravo na zdravi | péde o seniory | pfeshraniéni tok dat |
socialni ochrana | SOCIALNI OTAZKY | Spojené narody | Svétova zdravotnicka organizace | telemedicina | viv
informaé&nich technologii | VZDELAVANI A KOMUNIKACE | zdravotni systém | zdravi

'eHealth' is a recently-coined term for the use of information and communication technology (ICT) in health, and refers
to an interdisciplinary field with multiple uses. It aims to improve the quality of healthcare and make health systems
more efficient and effective. For patients, eHealth has the potential to bring them improved awareness of their
condition and foster their involvement in the care process. It will also facilitate access to healthcare for certain groups
of people, help the elderly live independently for longer and help adults with dementia to stay mentally fit. More
generally, eHealth will support patient mobility and facilitate cross-border healthcare. eHealth will allow health
professionals to interact remotely with patients and other professionals, access specialised knowledge and facilitate
research. Moreover, it has the potential to increase the effectiveness and efficiency of healthcare, thus alleviating the
burden on European health budgets, and should foster growth in the areas of research, health, medicine and ICT.
Among the limitations and drawbacks of eHealth are the risks of impersonality and isolation, which may be detrimental
to the importance of preserving a human dimension in healthcare and contrary to the desire to reinforce the patient-
doctor relationship. eHealth tools will not bring the expected benefits if they are not user-centric, user-friendly and
universally accessible. Furthermore, there is a need to enhance self-confidence in eHealth use and to raise awareness
of, and training in, eHealth. There are also reservations regarding privacy and confidentiality. And lastly, it is essential
to guarantee the security and protection of health-related data, to build confidence and to ensure patients consent to
the use of their data. The outlook for eHealth covers several perspectives: political, technological, economic, research,
international cooperation and stakeholders.
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The policy package “A Clean Air Programme for Europe” includes a proposal for a revision of the Directive on National
Emission Ceilings. The objective of the proposal is to further reduce the impact of air pollution on human health, taking
into account the latest advice issued by the World Health Organisation. The acompanying impact assessement
examined various emission reduction scenarios regarding their impacts and cost effectiveness. These underlying
building blocks are qualitatively analysed in this study.

This study was provided by Policy Department A for the Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety
(ENVI).
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A number of West African countries are currently experiencing the worst Ebola epidemic in history. As the situation
continues to deteriorate rapidly, the European Commission has stepped up its response since March 2014 and is now
pledging more than €147 million in response to the devastating human, sanitary, economic and political effects of this
crisis for the region. Since the beginning of the epidemic, the European Parliament has shown its concern as regards
this critical situation.
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Recent public health threats, such as the H1N1 influenza pandemic, have shown that coordination at EU level has
been effective, but is in need of improvement.
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This report summarises the presentations and discussions at a Workshop- Hearing on the response of Member States
and EU institutions to the H1N1 influenza pandemic in 2009-2010 in the EU, held at the European Parliament in
Brussels on Tuesday 5th October 2010. The aim of the workshop was to assess the response and to draw lessons
from H1N1 for the EU response to future pandemics.
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