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People in Europe are living and staying healthy for longer, and this is considered to be one of the great developments
of the last hundred years. However, in combination with low birth rates and economic uncertainties, this phenomenon
puts into question the future financial sustainability of pension systems and several welfare state parameters. Pension
systems are a key element of social protection for older people. They are meant to provide older citizens beyond
working age with an income in the future. However, the way pension systems are currently designed leaves growing
numbers of people at risk of old-age poverty. This trend runs contrary to EU efforts to reduce poverty. In the EU,
pension systems are a Member State competence. While the EU cannot regulate pension system design, the EU legal
framework does covers some aspects relating to pensions, such as protection of rights in cases of cross-border
mobility, consumer protection of pension savings, gender equality to secure equal pension benefits and the single
market for supplementary pensions. While EU pension systems differ in many respects, they all have one main
challenge in common: finding ways to keep pensions financially sustainable in the long term, against a background of
an ageing population with an increasing ratio of pensioners to working age population. In parallel, Member States seek
to ensure pension adequacy (a sufficient level of pension benefits and protection of the elderly from poverty), while the
future evolution of wages and prices remains unknown. Recent national pension reforms address these issues to
varying degrees. The right to a pension that ensures an income enabling dignity in old age is enshrined in the
European Pillar of Social Rights. A number of EU policies seek to achieve progress towards a more social Europe. The
EU ensures coordination and monitoring, and provides analyses, guidance and funding to support social area reform
and to co-finance projects. Expert groups and stakeholders have put forward a number of recommendations to
strengthen both the sustainability and the adequacy of EU pension systems. It remains to be seen how policy makers
will manage to translate these into their national systems.
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This study provides an in-depth analysis of the formal and informal long-term care workforce in the EU building on an
extensive literature survey and data analysis. It looks at workforce characteristics, types and forms of (non-standard)
employment, and working conditions.

The study covers challenges in Member States related to the long-term care workforce and measures taken to address
these. It ends with a discussion of policy options at national and EU level.

EN

Ageing policies - access to services in different Member States

Druh publikace Ve struénosti

28-03-2024

Datum
Externi autor
Oblast
Klicové slovo

Shrnuti

Ve stru¢nosti

22-10-2021
Agnieszka SOWA-KOFTA, Izabela MARCINKOWSKA, Anna RUZIK-SIERDZINSKA and Raimonda MACKEVICIUTE
Koronavirus | Socialni politika | Zaméstnanost

demografie a obyvatelstvo | EKONOMIKA | epidemie | evropska socialni politika | hospodafska politika | onemocnéni
koronavirem | populacni politika | populacni prognoéza | péce o seniory | socialni dopad | socialni ochrana | SOCIALNI
OTAZKY | socialni ramec | socialni vztahy | stary &lovék | starnuti obyvatelstva | stfibrna ekonomika | zdravi

The study focuses on active ageing policies and access to services for the ageing population in the EU-27 in five
areas: economic activity, social participation, health and well-being, long-term care, and supportive environments
including housing, transportation, and securing financial independence. It presents the challenges and trends in
achieving active ageing policy goals in those areas, as well as the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. Eight country
studies for selected Member States provide a comparative assessment as well as examples of policies and good
practices undertaken in recent years.

This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the
request of the committee on Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL).
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This study presents detail on pension rights of Members of the European Parliament, looking at arrangements in the
Member States prior to the entry into force of the Members’ Statute in 2009; and EU-level pension arrangements, i.e.
the Provisional Pension Schemes, the Voluntary Pension Scheme, and pension rights under the Members’ Statute.
Moreover, a comparative analysis of the different arrangements is provided.
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Japan is aging fast. Its 'super-aged' society is the oldest in the world: 28.7 % of the population are 65 or older, with
women forming the majority. The country is also home to a record 80 000 centenarians. By 2036, people aged 65 and
over will represent a third of the population. Since 2011, the Japanese population has also been shrinking: it is a rare
case of large country whose overall population is becoming smaller in prosperous and peaceful times. Japan's
population is expected to drop from 127 million in 2015 to 88 million by 2065. Japan's demographic crisis is the
consequence of the combination of two elements: a high life expectancy and a low fertility rate. In 2018, Japan had the
second highest life expectancy in the world. Meanwhile, since the 1970s the country has failed to raise its fertility rate
to the replacement level. The working culture, a deterioration of employment opportunities for young men and the
traditional gender division of labour are possible explanations for this trend. The consequences of the country's aging
and shrinking population include economic crisis, budgetary challenges, pressure on job markets and depopulation of
rural areas. The silver economy is meanwhile flourishing and Japan is at the forefront of robot development to face a
declining labour force and to take care of its elderly. The government's efforts to address the demographic crisis have
yet to succeed however, and immigration has been limited. Tokyo is engaged in global health cooperation and
succeeded in incorporating the concept of human security in the sustainable development goals. It has also been
active in international cooperation on ageing, with a focus on the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
region. The EU's own ageing society is not far behind Japan. It could benefit from learning from Japan's experience,
and cooperating on all aspects relating to demographic challenges, including on ‘agetech’: technology making
comfortable longevity accessible to all.
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One of the key demographic challenges facing rural areas is the ageing population, not only among farmers but also
among the rural population in general. This paper examines the demographic profile of older people in the EU's rural
areas, and presents a series of issues pertaining to the situation facing older people. Topics covered include health
and access to services, issues of social isolation and loneliness, the role of technology and lifelong learning, access to
social care, and the impact of climate change. The impact of the coronavirus pandemic has brought the health status
of older people more sharply into focus and highlighted their vulnerability. The views of a number of stakeholders are
summarised along with the measures available under the EU's rural development policy and other structural funds.
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As 13% of deaths in the EU 28 Member States (EU-28) were attributable to the environment in 2012,1 it is clear that
the effects of climate change are having tangible consequences for the European population. Its pace and intensity
could thus lead to increasing health risks accross the EU. Globally, temperatures have already risen by 1°C above pre-
industrial levels and a temperature increase of more than 2°C would lead to even greater health risks, especially for
vulnerable populations such as the elderly and children. There is therefore an urgent need for integrated strategies for
adaptation and mitigation. Adaptation is aimed at reducing the climate change’s negative effects as well as at taking
advantage of any opportunities that it creates, whereas mitigation strategies’ objective is to tackle the cause of climate
change while minimising its possible impacts and potentially offering health (co)benefits.
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Europeans are ageing. In 2016, there were 3.3 people of working-age for each citizen over 65 years. By 2070, this will
fall to only two. As the population lives longer, our care needs grow, but fewer people will be available to deliver them.
Could assistive technologies (ATs) help us to meet the challenges of elderly care?
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Nearly a quarter of the population in the European Union (23.8 %) were at risk of poverty or social exclusion in 2015.
Living conditions, the degree of insecurity and the routes into and out of poverty vary according to age and gender, as
well as varying over the course of a lifetime. Children are the most affected population in Europe today, while young
people aged between 18 and 24 now represent 10% of those at risk of poverty or social exclusion in the EU. There is
little difference between the sexes at this age, but it is a key difference among older people. The mid-life period is
characterised by substantial variations based on gender, family circumstances and/or professional status. Women,
single-parent families, large families or low-income workers are, at this point in their lives, more at risk of poverty or
social exclusion. Lastly, older people are now simultaneously the least affected by poverty on average, and also
among the most vulnerable, in the case of women.
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The European Parliament’s Legal Affairs Committee commissioned this study to evaluate and analyse, from a legal
and ethical perspective, a number of future European civil law rules in robotics.

EN, FR

Elderly people and poverty: Current levels and changes since the crisis

Druh publikace

Datum

Autor

Oblast
Klicové slovo

Shrnuti

Briefing

Briefing

06-07-2016

EATOCK David

Socialni politika

chudoba | demografie a obyvatelstvo | ekonomicka analyza | ekonomicka geografie | EKONOMIKA | GEOGRAFIE |

narodni Ucty | socialni analyza | SOCIALNI OTAZKY | socialni ramec | socialni stav | socialni vztahy | stary ¢loveék |
statistika EU | vylou€eni ze spolecnosti | Clensky stat EU | Zenska otazka | Zivotni uroven

Measuring poverty is complex and a number of indicators are now used to try to give a comprehensive picture. A
composite measure — 'at risk of poverty or social exclusion' (AROPE) — is used today to measure progress on the
Europe 2020 anti-poverty target. In general, poverty for those aged 65 or older (65+) in the European Union
significantly reduced between 2007 and 2014, in contrast to increases in poverty for people aged under 65. Those
aged 65+ now have a significantly lower rate of being AROPE than younger people (17.8% vs. 25.9% for the EU-28 in
2014). The same applies when looking only at rates of 'severe material deprivation' (a component of the AROPE
measure, but one not affected by changes to incomes of people under 65). This shows improvements for those aged
65+ and worsening for under-65 year olds. Those aged 65+ are less at risk of severe material deprivation than younger
people (6.2% vs 9.5%, EU-28, 2014). These broad results mask differences between individual Member States, with
varying age 65+ poverty levels and improvements seen. Some saw age 65+ poverty increase according to at least one
indicator, but increases were generally small, from a low base and not associated with countries particularly hard hit by
the crisis. Women aged 65+ have consistently higher AROPE rates (and other poverty indicators) then men across the
Member States, though the gap has narrowed somewhat. Women's 65+ AROPE rates reflect their: lower pay and
shorter and more interrupted working lives leading to lower pensions (38% lower on average in the European Union
according to the Commission's 2015 Pension Adequacy Report); longer lives (and retirements); and increased
likelihood of being in a single-person household. People aged 75+ also have higher AROPE rates than those aged 65-
74, though the gap has narrowed since 2007.
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Digital technologies play an important role in the everyday life of most Europeans; the internet allows people,
businesses and governments to transform the ways they communicate and engage with one another. Yet some parts
of the population are still excluded from using these new methods. Improving the EU fast broadband internet
infrastructure is as important as upgrading the digital skills of citizens: 10% increase in broadband penetration may
raise gross domestic product (GDP) by 1-1.5%, and by 2020, 90% of jobs will require some digital skills. The digital
divide has been substantially reduced over the last decade in Europe, but the gap remains far from closed: according
to the 2015 European Commission's Digital Agenda Scoreboard, two related targets have already been met (all EU
households can access basic broadband and 75% of all Europeans are regular internet users). However, there is a
danger that targets related to fast and ultra-fast speed broadband will be missed, especially in rural areas.
Furthermore, important challenges on internet use remain, as about half of the less-educated and the elderly in the
population do not use it regularly, and about 58 million EU citizens (aged 16-74 years old) have never used it at all.
The digital divide also varies across Member States. The European Commission is working to improve the situation
under the Digital Agenda for Europe and the Digital Single Market (DSM) strategy. Among the main EU support actions
in place are proposals for legislation, different broadband funding mechanisms and support for multi-stakeholder
partnerships and research projects to improve digital inclusion and assistive technologies.
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The study provides an in-depth analysis of necessary technological changes, in order to improve the impact of higher
or lower weight and volume of cars on road safety, particularly for, but not limited to vulnerable users. The analysis
found that there are many vehicle based safety technologies that offer promise and further work should be undertaken
to assess if future European type-approval regulation would be appropriate and proportional. Recommendations of
technologies to consider are given.
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One in four European Union (EU) citizens currently depend on their pension income. Younger citizens will one day
benefit from pensions too. And they also have an immediate interest, as the taxes and social security contributions
working age people pay help support current pensioners. However, pensions are one of the biggest public expenditure
items in the EU and as the EU population ages due to lower birth rates and increasing longevity, pension systems
have come under increasing pressure. Since its inception in 2011, the European Semester process has resulted in a
pension related Country Specific Recommendation (CSR) for a majority of Member States every year. And the 2015
Ageing Report shows there has been good progress in making pension systems more sustainable. Overall EU
spending on public pensions as a percentage of GDP is now expected to be similar in 2060 to today’s level, despite
demographic ageing. But pensions also need to be adequate and the recently published 2015 Pension Adequacy
Report (PAR) gives a comprehensive picture of this both now and in the future. Whilst acceptable levels of adequacy
have largely been maintained for current pensioners, this is not the case everywhere or for all groups (e.g. women are
at greater risk of inadequate retirement income). And as the impact of pension reforms feeds through, there are some
challenges to be faced if the growing numbers of future EU pensioners are to avoid poverty or large falls in their
income on retirement.
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The 'silver economy' covers a host of different but interlinked strands; together these can improve the quality of life and
inclusion in society and involvement in economic activity of the ageing population through developing innovative
policies, products and services to meet their needs, bringing more growth and jobs. The concept has been emerging
over the years, and recently gathered momentum with the European Commission's first paper on the topic.

The population in the EU is ageing due to increasing longevity and low birth rates. The Commission's 2015 Ageing
Report forecasts that the EU will move from having four working-age (15-64) people for every person aged over 65
years in 2013, to just two by 2060. Whilst population ageing brings challenges, it also presents opportunities.
Euromonitor forecasts that the global spending power of those aged 60+ will reach US$15 trillion by 2020. Annual age
related government expenditure on older people (currently nearly 20% of GDP in the EU) is forecast to rise by 1.8
percentage points by 2060.

The silver economy concept seeks to look holistically at ageing and the opportunities it presents, bearing on the future
direction of a broad range of polices such as those on the built environment, 50+ employment, life-long learning and
preventative healthcare. Moreover, it seeks to embrace new technologies (e.g. health monitoring, smart homes,
driverless vehicles, and care robots) and use them to lower the costs of ageing and improve the lives of older citizens
whilst simultaneously helping to boost the economy.
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Upon request by the FEMM Committee, this study presents recent changes in the living conditions of elderly women
living alone with a focus on the effects of recent pension reforms and active ageing policies. The study is largely based
on a literature review and a desk analysis of the micro-data and information available at the European level, as well as
a qualitative analysis of good practices in active ageing introduced in recent years in six countries selected as
representative of European welfare systems.
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Tato zprava popisuje vazby mezi dopravou a socialnim zaclefiovanim na zakladé nejnovéjsi literatury a poskytuje
dlikazy v souvislosti se skupinami obyvatelstva, jeZ jsou vystaveny vétSimu riziku socialniho vylouéeni a
nedostate¢nému pfistupu k dopravnim sluzbam. Zprava rovnéz uvadi priklady osvédéenych postupl pro zlepSovani
dostupnosti vefejné dopravy pro nejzranitelnéjsSi uzivatele s cilem nalézt nékolik voditek ke zlepSeni tlohy EU pfi
zjednoduSovani uplathovani hlediska socialniho zaclefovani v politice vefejné dopravy.
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Older people are assuming a greater importance in the European Union as both their numbers and their proportion of
the population increase due to the ageing of the population. The European Union (EU) and its Member States have
adopted a number of policies and programmes that affect older people directly or support them in various ways.
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As the third largest socio-economic activity in the EU, tourism is important for growth and employment. Despite the
depth of the economic crisis, the tourist industry in the EU has proved resilient with numbers of tourist trips remaining
high. However, long-term trends suggest Europe is losing position in the global marketplace, with new destinations
gaining ever growing market share. The Lisbon Treaty provides for faster and easier decision-making on EU measures
in the field of tourism. Drawing on the new Treaty provisions, the European Commission has prepared a new policy
framework, whose main objective is to make European tourism more competitive, modern, sustainable and
responsible.
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Shrnuti European States which have not already done so are invited to join the Hague Convention of 13 January 2000 on the
International Protection of Adults. States in Europe that have already signed, ratified or acceded to the 2000 Protection
of Adults Convention are: Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg,
Netherlands, Poland, Switzerland, and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. The Convention provides an
important complement to the 2006 United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
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Shrnuti Europe is the continent with the highest proportion of older people. Life expectancy has been rising by 2 years per
decade. A new cross-cutting European Commission programme is aiming for fast development and deployment of
products and services for older people.
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Shrnuti This study presents the specific difficulties of women over 25 years of age living alone (divided into three groups:
single women, single mothers and elderly women) in the European countries, highlighting national differences in the
incidence and main characteristics of women living alone, and analyses the policies adopted to support their economic
and living conditions, focusing on pension and assistance schemes and providing examples of good practices and
policy recommendations.
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This note aims at defining the main risk factors of poverty for women in the European Union and at identifying the
groups that are particularly at risk.

It has to be underlined that some data are not available for the new Member States
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