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The Roma are Europe's largest ethnic minority. Out of an estimated total of 10 to 12 million Roma in Europe as a
whole, some 6 million live in the European Union (EU) and most of them are citizens of an EU Member State. A
significant number of Roma people live in very poor socio-economic conditions. The social exclusion, discrimination
and segregation they face are mutually reinforcing. Their restricted access to education and difficulties entering the
labour market result in low income and poor health compared with non-Roma people. Since the mid-1990s, the EU has
been stressing the need for better Roma inclusion. In 2011, a key EU initiative was launched with the adoption of an
EU framework for national Roma integration strategies up to 2020. The aim was to tackle the socio-economic
exclusion of and discrimination against Roma, by promoting equal access in four key areas: education, employment,
health and housing. When the framework came to an end, in early October 2020 the European Commission adopted a
new strategy for 2021 to 2030. Through this new strategy, Member States were invited to tackle the disproportionate
impact of the pandemic on Roma people. In March 2021, the Council adopted a recommendation on Roma equality,
inclusion and participation, replacing an earlier one from 2013. This recommendation encouraged Member States to
adopt strategic frameworks for the inclusion of Roma communities. The EU also supports Member States in their duty
to improve the lives of all vulnerable people, including Roma people, through the European structural and investment
funds and other funding instruments. Issues relating to the promotion of democratic values and practices, and
economic, social and cultural rights for Roma people have received particular attention from civil society organisations,
while Parliament has been advocating for Roma inclusion since the 1990s. This is an update of a briefing published in
April 2023.
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The International Labour Organization (ILO) introduced the World Day Against Child Labour in 2002. The day is
observed annually on 12 June; in 2023 the theme is 'Social Justice For All — How to End Child Labour'. This is a further
update of a 2021 'At a glance' note originally drafted by Kristina Grosek.

EN

Distortive foreign subsidies regulation: A level playing-field for the single market
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Public financing of enterprises, which has been on the rise globally, can have a distortive effect on competitive
markets. In response to this trend, in May 2021 the European Commission published a proposal for a regulation to
tackle foreign subsidies with a distortive effect on the EU single market. It would enable the Commission to investigate
subsidies granted by non-EU public authorities to companies operating on the single market, and to apply
countervailing measures, should these subsidies be found to be distortive. The Commission would have three tools at
its disposal: two are notification-based, allowing it to investigate foreign subsidies in companies' mergers and
acquisitions, and to investigate the bids in large public procurement procedures involving third-country government
support. The acquirer or bidder would have to give ex-ante notification of external financial contribution. The third
would enable the Commission to investigate other market situations. The Parliament adopted its position in plenary in
May 2022, and trilogue negotiations concluded successfully in June 2022. Parliament approved the agreement in
plenary by a large majority on 10 November 2022 and the final act was signed on 14 December 2022. The regulation
entered into force on 12 January 2023. Fourth edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key
stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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The 8th Cohesion Report, published by the European Commission in February 2022, paints a mixed picture of
cohesion policy. On the one hand, since the 2008 financial crisis and the contraction of public spending, cohesion
policy has played an increasing role in maintaining territorial integrity and public services. On the other hand, many
less developed and middle-income regions, especially in the southern and south-western parts of Europe, are
stagnating or falling behind. The report highlights that while it is relatively easy to increase growth in less developed
regions, which benefit from low-cost labour, regions in transition often face several obstacles. Their industrial fabric is
weak and their population numbers are in decline, with young people fleeing to more promising regions and urban
nodes. There is a risk that distrust of the established institutional order — a 'geography of discontent' — may emerge.
Taking the above into account, the report proposes the development of a more sophisticated strategy focused in
particular on offering people training and education aligned with the needs generated by the dual digital and green
transition. The report calls for ensuring a better diffusion of innovative practices and knowledge at national and regional
levels, to help bridge the divide between more developed and less developed/transition regions. Smart specialisation
strategies should address this divide, but will need to focus more on building regional potential. Various stakeholders
have assessed and debated the findings of the 8th Cohesion Report and made their own proposals for the future of
cohesion policy. The European Parliament's own proposals include separating the political aspects of the Common
Provisions Regulation from its financing, establishing a new Just Transition Fund Il, and integrating the Agricultural
Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD) into cohesion policy. The debate on cohesion policy reform for the post-2027
period has already begun. Cohesion policy post-2027 could be radically different from today and potentially serve as
the engine of economic transition and policy integration. Various think-tanks envisage thought-provoking scenarios for
the possible future of cohesion policy. The present analysis suggests that compelling and intriguing times lie ahead for
regional economic cohesion in the EU.
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This note presents the main features of the Recovery and Resilience Facility relevant for scrutiny by the European
Parliament, namely its financing; the Recovery and Resilience Plans and the framework for their assessment; and EU
level governance of the RRF, in terms of both its implementation and monitoring and oversight . It also highlights the
changes the Facility is bringing to the European Semester.
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The e-CODEX system is the technological backbone of the digitalisation of EU judicial cooperation in both civil and
criminal matters. It comprises a package of software products that allow for secure digital communication between
courts, and between citizens and the courts, in particular enabling the secure exchange of judicial documents. The
project, launched in 2010 with EU funding, has until now been managed by a consortium of Member States and other
organisations, and coordinated by the Ministry of Justice of the German Land of North Rhine-Westphalia. However, it
has so far lacked an explicit legal basis in EU law. To remedy this situation, in 2020 the Commission put forward a
proposal for a regulation laying down the legal framework for e-CODEX and entrusting its management to eu-LISA (the
EU Agency for the Operational Management of Large-Scale IT Systems in the Area of Freedom, Security and Justice)
seated in Tallinn, Estonia. The final text of the regulation, agreed by the co-legislators in April 2022, introduces new
provisions safeguarding the rule of law, in particular judicial independence and separation of powers, and fundamental
rights, in particular the right to a fair trial, the right to data protection, and the right to privacy. Second edition. The 'EU
Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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On 9 December 2020, along with its counter-terrorism agenda, the European Commission adopted a proposal for a
regulation to reinforce the mandate of Europol, the EU law enforcement cooperation agency. The proposed regulation
aims principally at rendering Europol's cooperation with private parties more effective; responding to the agency's 'big
data challenge', by providing a legal basis for processing large and complex datasets, including personal data of data
subjects not related to a crime; and reinforcing Europol's role in relation to research and innovation for law
enforcement. The legislative proposal, which would amend the existing Europol Regulation (EU) 2016/794, is
accompanied by another legislative proposal to modify Regulation (EU) 2018/1862 on the Schengen information
system (SIS), to allow Europol to issue alerts in SIS under a new category. On 1 February 2022, the European
Parliament and the Council reached a provisional agreement on the proposal for a regulation, which was formally
adopted by each institution on 4 May and 24 May respectively, and signed into law on 8 June. The regulation entered
into force on 28 June 2022. Third edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages
throughout the legislative procedure.
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On 1 January 2023, Croatia is set to become the 20th country to join the euro area and adopt the common currency.
Two independent assessments, from the European Commission and the European Central Bank (ECB), found that
Croatia fulfils the requirements for accession to the euro area. Nonetheless, significant challenges remain in order for
Croatia to be able to maintain a sustainable convergence path in the medium term.
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On 14 July 2021, the European Commission presented the fit for 55 package — including a number of proposals to help
cut emissions from transport. The package includes a proposal to increase production and use of sustainable aviation
fuels (SAF), also known as the ReFuelEU Aviation initiative. In this proposal, the Commission puts forward obligations
on fuel suppliers to distribute SAF when supplying fuel at EU airports, in order to enhance SAF uptake by airlines and
so help reduce emissions from aviation. The Commission also wants to ensure that jet fuel uptake does not go beyond
what is needed for safe operation of flights, to prevent additional emissions related to extra weight of aeroplanes
carrying excessive amounts of fuel. This, in conjunction with the SAF supply obligation, is intended to ensure that all
flights departing from larger EU airports carry a minimum amount of SAF. In the European Parliament, the Committee
on Transport and Tourism (TRAN) is responsible for the file. In his draft report, the rapporteur Sgren Gade (Renew
Europe, Denmark) has proposed several changes to the Commission's approach. The TRAN committee draft report
aims, inter alia, to provide aircraft operators and fuel suppliers with more flexibility to arrange SAF distribution, initially
extending the transition period. Moreover, it suggests widening the rules' scope to encompass more airports; wants to
encourage investment in electric and hydrogen propulsion technology; and calls for the development of an
environmental labelling scheme to further encourage SAF use. The vote in the TRAN committee is tentatively
scheduled for June 2022.
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Shrnuti The current EU rules provide to haulage companies the possibility to use hired vehicles, but also allow Member States
to restrict this. As part of the 2017 road transport mobility package, the European Commission proposed to soften the
existing restrictions and establish a uniform regulatory framework, which would give transport operators across the EU
equal access to the market for hired goods vehicles. As co-legislators, the European Parliament and the Council have
agreed new rules in October 2021. Member States will not be allowed to restrict, on their territories, the use of a
vehicle hired by a haulage company established in another Member State. However, they will still be able to restrict, to
a certain degree, the use of vehicles that their own companies hire in another Member State. EU Member States will
have 14 months to adapt their legislation before the rules enter into force. Fourth edition. The 'EU Legislation in
Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.

Briefing EN

Recovery and Resilience Plans: stakeholders’ views
Druh publikace Podrobna analyza
Datum 08-03-2022
Autor LEHOFER WOLFGANG | PACHECO DIAS CRISTINA SOFIA | TEIXEIRA DA CUNHA INES
Oblast Ekonomika a ménové zalezitosti

Kligové slovo dokumentace | ekonomicka geografie | EKONOMIKA | epidemie | EVROPSKA UNIE | finance EU | GEOGRAFIE |
hospodarska obnova | hospodarska situace | komunikace | onemocnéni koronavirem | rozlozeni financovani EU |
SOCIALNI OTAZKY | vefejna konzultace | VZDELAVANI A KOMUNIKACE | zdravi | zprava | Gvér EU | &lensky stat EU

Shrnuti This paper aims to support the scrutiny of the national Recovery and Resilience Plans and its implementation by
providing an overview of EU stakeholders, other relevant institutions and bodies’ assessments/opinions related to
these plans, including specific monitoring activities by think tanks and civil society organisations. Furthermore, it
includes a summary of the Commission assessments of the overall involvement of stakeholders in the recovery and
resilience plans. The paper will be regularly updated.
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Shrnuti During its March session, the European Parliament is expected to vote on a report on the EU's 2020 action plan to
promote gender equality in the world. The report, prepared jointly by Parliament's Committees on Development
(DEVE) and on Women's Rights and Gender Equality (FEMM) welcomes the EU action plan, but outlines several
areas in which the EU needs to do more, not least given the negative impact of the pandemic.
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Central banks attach great importance to inflation expectations. Households’ and firms’ expectations about the future
path of inflation affect wage and price setting as well as consumption and investment decisions. Financial market
participants’ expectations are relevant because they influence financial prices and financing conditions. Inflation
expectations “anchored” around the inflation target are seen as a pre-condition for maintaining price stability and
credibility of the central bank. Starting in 2021, after a long period of low inflation, the euro area has been experiencing
above-target inflation. How will this affect economic agents’ perceptions about future inflation?

Five papers were prepared by the ECON Committee’s Monetary Expert Panel, explaining the role of inflation
expectations in monetary policy and challenges of measuring expectations, as well as policy implications and risks of
unanchoring of inflation expectations due to the COVID-19 crisis.

This publication is provided by Policy Department A for the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON),
ahead of the Monetary Dialogue with ECB President on 7 February 2022.
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As part of the preparation of the EU budget for 2021-2027, the European Commission put forward a new set of
regulations to shape the future EU Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) on 1 June 2018. The proposal for a regulation
on the financing, management and monitoring of the CAP provides the legislative framework for adapting the financing,
management and monitoring rules to a new CAP delivery model. This seeks to achieve more subsidiarity and
simplification, with greater responsibility given to Member States, a shift from ensuring single transaction compliance to
monitoring system performance in each Member State, and reduced 'red tape’, among other things. Following their
adoption in December 2021, the new CAP regulations will apply from 1 January 2023.
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This document provides an overview of key developments under the preventive and corrective arms of the Stability
and Growth Pact on the basis of the latest Commission and Council decisions and recommendations in the framework
of the Stability and Growth Pact and the latest European Commission economic forecasts. This document is regularly
updated.
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This paper provides an overview of current initiatives and actions aiming at reinforcing the anti-money laundering
(AML) supervisory and regulatory framework in the EU, in particular from a Banking Union perspective. This briefing
first outlines the EU framework for fighting money laundering, which includes legislation (most notably the 5th AML
Directive) and a number of Commission and Council Action Plans. Secondly, an overview of AML prevention relevant
authorities, at both the EU and national level, is provided. This section also explains the 2019 review of the founding
regulations of the European Supervisory Authorities, through which competences relating to preventing AML in the
financial sector were consolidated within the European Banking Authority. Lastly, the paper highlights the latest
proposed changes to the AML framework, as proposed by the Commission in their AML package published in July
2021

It is relevant to note that this briefing focuses on AML concerns in the banking sector. While financial and non-financial
intermediaries have an important role to play, these are not the focus of this briefing. Nevertheless, reference is made
to closely related areas (notably, to Financial Intelligence Units, the work of markets and insurance supervisors on
preventing AML and related matters) when relevant to a better understanding of its impacts on the banking sector.
This paper builds on and updates a previous EGOV briefing on the same topic.
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As part of the budget framework for the 2021-2027 period, the European Union has adopted new rules on funding
dedicated to the Common Fisheries Policy and the Integrated Maritime Policy. Based on a Commission proposal of
June 2018, Parliament adopted its first reading position in April 2019. After lengthy interinstitutional negotiations,
started after the 2019 elections, political agreement was reached on 4 December 2020. Compared to the previous
period, the new fund gives Member States more flexibility in defining their own measures, as long as they support the
priorities and are not part of a list of ineligible measures. Departing from the Commission proposal, the co legislators
have extended support for the small-scale fleet to vessels between 12 and 24 metres in length. The fleet aid provisions
allow support for the first acquisition of a vessel by a young fisherman, for the modernisation of engines, and for
operations that improve safety, working conditions or energy efficiency. A greater focus on aquaculture is reflected in
its inclusion in the name of the fund. Preferential aid is provided for outermost regions. At least 15 % of Member States'
allocations should be spent on control and data collection. Following its adoption by the Council, Parliament adopted
the agreed text in plenary on 6 July 2021, closing the procedure at second reading. The new regulation entered into
force on 14 July and applies retroactively from January 2021. Sixth edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings
are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure
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The EU binding climate and energy legislation for 2030 requires Member States to adopt national energy and climate
plans (NECPs) covering the period 2021 to 2030. In October 2020, the European Commission published an
assessment for each NECP. The Netherlands submitted its NECP in November 2019. A high proportion of Dutch
people (73 %) expect national governments to tackle climate. The Netherlands accounts for 5.2 % of total EU
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and has reduced its emissions at a slower pace than the EU average since 2005.
The carbon intensity of the Dutch economy decreased by 29 % between 2005 and 2019, a slower rate than the EU-
wide average. Energy industry emissions fell by 15 % in the 2005-2019 period in the country. Measures such as the
introduction of carbon pricing, are expected to further decrease these emissions. The sector with the greatest
percentage reduction in emissions between 2005 and 2019 — 55 % — was waste management. Under the Effort-
sharing Decision (2013 2020) and Effort-sharing Regulation (2021-2030), the Netherlands needs to reduce its
emissions in sectors not included in the EU emissions trading system by 16 % and 36 % respectively, compared with
2005 levels. The share of renewable energy sources in the country reached 8.8 % in 2019, and for 2030 the target is
27 %, to be reached mainly through solar power and offshore and onshore wind farms.
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The EU's binding climate and energy legislation for 2030 requires Member States to adopt national energy and climate
plans (NECPs) for the 2021-2030 period. In October 2020, the European Commission published an assessment for
each NECP. Finland's final NECP is from December 2019. A high proportion of Finns (61 %) expect national
governments to tackle climate change. Finland generates 1.5 % of the EU's total greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions
and has reduced emissions at a faster pace than the EU average since 2005. The country's emissions intensity is
lower than the EU average, and following a similar downward trend. The energy industry and transport are the main
emitting sectors in Finland, together accounting for 50 % of total emissions in 2019. With a coal phase-out
commitment, and new nuclear facilities starting operations this decade, energy industry emissions will drop. Finland
has identified additional measures to reduce transport sector emissions. Biomass will be used for biofuels in transport
as well as heat and electricity generation. Under EU effort-sharing legislation, Finland was required to reduce non-ETS
emissions by 16 % by 2020, compared with 2005, while for the year 2030 the reduction must reach 39 %. Finland
achieved a 43.1 % share of renewable energy sources in 2019. The country's 2030 target of a 51 % share is focused
mainly on wind and biomass. Energy efficiency measures centre on building stock renovation and voluntary energy
efficiency agreements across industry and households.
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This paper has been produced by the European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) to assist the ITRE committee
in its work on the implementation report on the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD) as part of the Fit for
55 package. It aims to provide a succinct overview of publicly available material on the implementation, application and
effectiveness to date of the EPBD, drawing input from EU institutions and bodies and from external organisations. It
takes a thematic approach with special focus on Member States' long-term renovation strategies.
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In this research paper, we provide a comprehensive overview of online advertising markets and we analyse the
challenges and opportunities concerning digital advertising. We review the degree to which existing and proposed
legislation at EU level addresses the identified problems, and identify potential solutions, with reference to experience
from EU Member States and third countries. We conclude with a synthesis and specific policy recommendations,
drawing on stakeholder interviews.
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Tourism plays an enormously important role in the EU economy and society. It generates foreign exchange, supports
jobs and businesses, and drives forward local development and cultural exchanges. It also makes places more
attractive, not only as destinations to visit but also as locations to live, work, invest and study. Furthermore, as tourism
is closely linked with many other sectors — particularly transport — it also affects the wider economy. The coronavirus
pandemic has hit the tourism sector hard. The impact on various tourist destinations in the EU has been asymmetrical
and highly localised, reflecting differences in types of tourism on offer, varying travel restrictions, the size of domestic
tourism markets, level of exposure to international tourism, and the importance of tourism in the local economy. At the
beginning of summer 2021, several EU Member States started to remove certain travel restrictions (such as the
requirements for quarantine or testing for fully vaccinated travellers coming from certain countries). However, all
continue to apply many sanitary and health measures (such as limits on the number of people in common areas, and
cleaning and disinfection of spaces). Such measures and restrictions change in line with the evolving public health
situation, sometimes at short notice, making recovery difficult for the sector. The EU and its Member States have
provided the tourism sector with financial and other support. Some measures were already adopted in 2020. Others
were endorsed only shortly before the beginning of summer 2021. One flagship action has been the speedy adoption
of an EU Digital Covid Certificate. This certificate harmonises, at EU level, proof of vaccination, Covid-19 test results
and certified recovery from the virus. However, it does not end the patchwork of travel rules. Despite efforts to
harmonise travel rules at Council level, Member States still apply different rules to various categories of traveller (such
as children or travellers arriving from third countries).
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Executive Vice-President Dombrovskis and Commissioner Gentiloni have been invited to the second Recovery and
Resilience Dialogue under the Recovery and Resilience Facility Regulation. This briefing addresses the following
subjects: the Recovery and Resilience Facility and its scrutiny; the state of play of adoption and assessment of the
Recovery and Resilience plans; the European Parliament resolutions on the Recovery and Resilience Facility; the
financing of national Recovery and Resilience plans and some data on the current economic situation and estimates
on the impact of Facility.
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This document summarises the key findings of the orginal study which analyses if and to what extent the current EU
legal framework provides effective investor protection for customers of robo-advisors. It puts emphasis on structural
conflicts of interests, the difficulties presented by the supervision of algorithms, and potential threats to the stability of
the financial system.

This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the
request of the committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON).
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The 2018 Velvet Revolution installed Nikol Pashinyan as prime minister of Armenia. By 2020, Pashinyan's reform
drive, already running out of momentum, hit two major obstacles: the coronavirus pandemic and, above all, a brief but
disastrous war with Azerbaijan. Despite the trauma of defeat, in June 2021 voters gave Pashinyan a second chance, in
elections seen as a positive sign for the country's future.
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While the pandemic is primarily a physical health crisis, it has also had widespread impact on people's mental health,
inducing, among other things, considerable levels of fear, worry, and concern. The growing burden on mental health
has been referred to by some as the 'second' or 'silent' pandemic. While negative mental health consequences affect
all ages, young people, in particular, have been found to be at high risk of developing poor mental health. Specific
groups have been particularly hard hit, including health and care workers, people with pre-existing mental health
problems, and women. The pandemic has also appeared to increase inequalities in mental health, both within the
population and between social groups. To address the population's increased psycho-social needs, the World Health
Organization Regional Office for Europe established an expert group on the mental health impacts of Covid-19 in the
European region. The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development has issued analyses and guidance
on mental health in general and the pandemic's impact on mental health in particular. At European Union level, a
December 2020 European Commission communication addressed the pandemic's impact on mental health. In May
2021, the Commission organised a major online stakeholder event, and published best practice examples of solutions
presented. A July 2020 European Parliament resolution recognises mental health as a fundamental human right,
calling for a 2021-2027 EU action plan on mental health. Members of the European Parliament have also called on the
Commission to put mental health at the heart of EU policymaking. Stakeholders broadly rally around calls for
programmes and funding to improve citizens' mental health, not least to respond to the pandemic's long-term
implications.
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Recent events have shown that the Sahel region remains highly politically unstable. The military takeover of the
Chadian government following President Idriss Déby's sudden death in April 2021 and the repercussions of the August
2020 and May 2021 military coups in Mali are worrying signs of weak democratic governance structures. Burkina
Faso's transitional democracy has also been severely destabilised by the activities of extremist groups and internal
conflicts. This political fragility and the lack of government legitimacy have made the responses to the Sahel's security
and humanitarian issues all the more challenging. The continued threat posed by terrorist armed groups and rising
intercommunal violence over land and resources have led to both internal and cross-border displacements in Sahel
countries. Meanwhile, the inadequacy of governance mechanisms for managing this displacement, compounded by
environmental degradation, resource scarcity and population growth, has created a severe humanitarian crisis. Since
2011, the European Union (EU) strategy for the Sahel has focused on both security and development to address these
numerous and interconnected challenges. However, EU efforts have remained dominated by a military approach to
tackle rising terrorist activity, achieving concrete results but ultimately falling short of long-term regional stability. The
new EU integrated strategy in the Sahel aims to strengthen action at the political level, focusing on governance
mechanisms, human rights, and collaboration with civil society and local authorities, while maintaining security
cooperation with states in the region.

EN

Zdroj : © Evropska unie, 2024 - EP 9


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/EPRS_ATA(2021)696165
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/696165/EPRS_ATA(2021)696165_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/EPRS_BRI(2021)696164
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/696164/EPRS_BRI(2021)696164_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/rss/podcast/eprs-policy-podcast/mp3/2021/20210910-mental-health.mp3
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/EPRS_BRI(2021)696161
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/696161/EPRS_BRI(2021)696161_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/cs/legal-notice

EU-UK relations: Difficulties in implementing the Northern Ireland Protocol

Druh publikace

Datum

Autor

Oblast
Klicové slovo

Shrnuti

Briefing

Briefing

09-07-2021

HALLAK ISSAM

Mezinarodni obchod | Zahrani¢ni véci

dohoda (EU) | dokumentace | Evropa | EVROPSKA UNIE | GEOGRAFIE | hraniéni kontrola | jednotny trh | krmiva |
masny vyrobek | mezinarodni obchod | OBCHOD | POLITICKY ZIVOT | politicky Zivot a bezpe&nost vetejnosti |
potraviny | potraviny | regiony ¢lenskych stata EU | rostlinna vyroba | Severni Irsko | struktura Spolecenstvi | volny
pohyb zbozi | vystoupeni z EU | VZDELAVANI A KOMUNIKACE | zemé&délska &innost | ZEMEDELSTVi A VYZIVA |
ZEMEDELSTVI, LESNICTVi A RYBARSTVI | zprava | Zivo¢isny produkt | Zivogidny vyrobek

On 3 March 2021, the United Kingdom (UK) Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Brandon Lewis, announced in a
written statement to the UK Parliament, and without consulting the European Union (EU) in advance, that the grace
period on border controls on a series of food and live products shipped from Great Britain to Northern Ireland would be
extended. This meant that products of animal origin, composite products, food and feed of non-animal origin and plants
and plant products could continue being shipped from Great Britain to Northern Ireland without the official certification,
such as health and phytosanitary certificates, required by the Protocol on Ireland / Northern Ireland (the Protocol) of
the Withdrawal Agreement (WA). In response to the UK's decision, the EU launched legal action against the UK for
breaching the provisions of the Protocol, as well as the good faith obligation under the WA. According to the Protocol,
the UK must establish border controls on goods moving between Great Britain and Northern Ireland according to EU
law. The application of EU law to Northern Ireland, together with the conduct of border controls within the UK, was
designed to prevent the establishment of physical border controls (a 'hard border') on the island of Ireland, so as to
safeguard the Good Friday/Belfast Agreement which brought peace in Northern Ireland, while preserving the integrity
of the EU's single market. The grace period on border controls was agreed by the EU and the UK in December 2020
as a temporary solution to problems raised by the UK. The UK government has reiterated that it intends to implement
the Protocol, but that the border controls are causing trade disruption between Great Britain and Northern Ireland and
require time to be resolved. It has also mentioned other issues involving areas as diverse as medicinal supplies and
parcel shipments, as well as the complexity of customs systems and implementation of exchange of information
between the EU and the UK. On 30 June 2021, the EU and the UK reached an agreement on some solutions,
including the extension of the grace period on meat products, conditional on tight controls.
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This note presents selected information on the current status of the EU economic governance procedures and related
relevant information in view of an Economic Dialogue with Nadia Calvifio, Minister of Economic Affairs and Digital
Transformation in Spain, in the ECON committee of the European Parliament. The invitation for a dialogue is in
accordance with the EU economic governance framework. The last exchange of views with the Spanish authorities
took place in November 2012, January 2014, November 2016 and 22 January 2019.
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During the July 2021 plenary session in Strasbourg, Parliament continued to debate and adopt Multiannual Financial
Framework programmes for 2021-2027, this time finalising programmes in the justice and home affairs, fisheries and
infrastructure areas. Debates on a number of Council and Commission statements were held, including on the
programme of activities of the Slovenian Council Presidency, on the conclusions of the European Council meeting of
24-25 June 2021, on the Commission’s 2022 work programme, on the state of play of implementation of the EU Digital
Covid Certificate Regulation, on the impact of the Covid-19 crisis in aviation, and on the 70th anniversary of the
Geneva (refugee) Convention. A number of other debates were held, inter alia on the rule of law and fundamental
rights in Hungary and Poland, on amendments to the Visa Information System, and on European Investment Bank
activities in 2019. Members also debated international policy issues — the situation in Nicaragua, the repression of the
opposition in Turkey, and the situation in Tigray, Ethiopia.
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Minister Andrej Sircelj, Minister of Finance of Slovenia, is participating in the ECON Committee in his capacity of
President of the ECOFIN Council during the Slovenian Presidency (July-December 2021). In accordance with the
Treaty of the Union, “Member States shall regard their economic policies as a matter of common concern and shall
coordinate them within the Council”.

This briefing provides an overview of the Slovenian Presidency priorities in ECON matters, including the Council’'s work
relating to the implementation of the European Semester for economic coordination, notably the application of the
Recovery and Resilience Facility and deepening of the Economic and Monetary Union (EMU).
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In most Member States, visitor’ groups are not sponsored to visit the national parliament. A visit to the national
parliament is free of charge, and all the costs related to the visit, for example travel costs, accommodation and local
minor expenses, need to be paid by the visitors themselves.

Germany is the only country which has various kinds of programmes where visitors can be reimbursed. Members of
Parliament can invite up to 200 people a year of which the travel costs are partially covered by the German Bundestag.
There is also a programme which consists of more days for which all the costs related to travel and accommodation
are covered by the German government. The German Bundesrat has a programme in which the 16 federal states can
invite people for a visit of multiple days to Berlin. In this case the travel costs and accommodation are paid for by the
Bundesrat. For all reimbursements, the rules apply that the receipts and underlying documents need to be provided to
the Bundestag and Bundesrat after the visit. All documents and receipts are checked through an ex-post control.

The United Kingdom has a programme in which costs are reimbursed, and this programme is funded by the
commercial tours of the parliament. In this case, it can be MPs, Peers or the House of Commons or Lords who can
invite visitors who are eligible for reimbursement.

In Hungary, only schools can get reimbursement for their travel costs and the entry fee for the national parliament. All
the receipts need to be provided to the visitor service of the parliament.

Some countries do have other schemes in which they provide coverage for schools or costs are covered by the MPs’
own funds.

The Council of the EU does not sponsor visitor groups. All visits are requested by visitors themselves and they need to
cover all the costs related to the visit themselves. The questions were also sent to the European Commission but no
answer was received.
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On 30 June 2021, the European Commission adopted a communication on its long-term vision for the EU's rural areas.
The communication identifies areas of action with a view to creating new momentum for the EU's rural areas, while
recognising their diversity. In recent decades, in many Member States rural areas have experienced depopulation.
Such regions face a range of environmental and socio-economic challenges. These include, for example, lower income
per capita, a higher percentage of the population at risk of poverty and social exclusion, a lack of access to basic
infrastructure and services, and lower levels of access to fast broadband internet. The EU's rural development policy
has sought to help address these challenges. Evaluation evidence is emerging on the impact of the common
agricultural policy (CAP) on the territorial development of the EU's rural areas. Measures relating to village renewal and
LEADER (Liaison entre Actions de Développement de I'Economie rurale) measures are considered to be well-targeted
and relevant to local needs, although they represent a small proportion of CAP financing. Administrative burdens have
been raised as an issue that can impact on the developmental process. Recommendations from this evaluation
evidence point to the need for better integration of funding streams, the need to maintain a dialogue across the
European structural funds, and all the implications this may have for the new CAP strategic plans. The Commission's
recommendations to Member States on their CAP strategic plans highlight a number of recurring themes relating to the
employment, education and training needs of rural areas, including the need to address rural depopulation, promote
generational renewal, improve connectivity, and address the role played by action taken at local level. The
Commission's communication on a long-term vision for rural areas includes provision for a 'rural pact' to engage actors
at EU, national, rural and local levels and an EU rural action plan, setting out a range of initiatives and actionable
projects. The vision and its supporting analyses will provide a framework for addressing the future of the EU's rural
areas.
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This in-depth analysis summarizes the main effects of the Customs Union (CU) on EU-Turkey trade and the economic
situation in Turkey. Whereas the CU offers Turkey several economic benefits, it also implies some downsides, in
particular asymmetric tariffs in relation to third countries. Against the background of the dynamic development of EU-
Turkey relations, the authors assess the impact of four different options for developing EU-Turkey economic and trade
relations:

(iYContinuation of the current Customs Union framework as it stands,

(i)Modernization and upgrading of the Customs Union,

(iil)A transformation of the bilateral trade relations into a deep and comprehensive free trade agreement (DCFTA),
(iv)Suspension of the Customs Union (in which case WTO rules would apply).

]'cl'he in-depth-analysis describes the options, the challenges the EU-Turkey Customs Union faces and seeks solutions
or these issues.
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The EU is actively exploring how Al technologies can be developed and adopted in order to improve border control and
security. A number of applications for biometric identification, emotion detection, risk assessment and migration
monitoring have already been deployed or tested at EU borders. Al technologies may bring important benefits for
border control and security, such as increased efficiency, better fraud-detection and risk analysis. However, these
powerful technologies also pose significant challenges, related in particular to their insufficient or varying accuracy and
the multiple fundamental rights risks they entail (including bias and discrimination risks, data protection and privacy
risks, and the risk of unlawful profiling).
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On 15 June 2021, the Hungarian Parliament adopted a law originally intended to fight paedophilia, which, following
amendments proposed by Members from the ruling Fidesz party, contains clauses prohibiting the portrayal of
homosexuality and gender-reassignment to minors. Additionally, the law prohibits homosexuality and gender
reassignment from being featured in sex education classes, and stipulates that such classes can now only be taught
by registered organisations. Furthermore, changes to the Business Advertising Law and to the Media Law require that
adverts and content featuring LGBTI people must be rated as Category V (i.e. not recommended for minors). The law
is due to come into force on 8 July and has generated widespread criticism at EU level. The law is due to be discussed
during the European Parliament's July 2021 plenary session, following statements from the European Commission and
the Council.
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The Erasmus 2021-2027 proposal was published on 30 May 2018. Establishing a new programme ensures the
continuation of the Erasmus+ funding programme for education, training, youth and sport. While Erasmus+ 2014-2020
offered mobility opportunities to more than 4 million people, the new programming period aims to reach up to 12 million
participants. The new generation programme maintains a lifelong learning approach and works towards the adoption of
a European Education Area by 2025. Flagship initiatives include the European University Networks and the European
Student Card. The new regulation also focuses on inclusion and aims at greater simplification for end-users. It
incorporates sports in the main structure of the programme, expands the use of digitalisation, supports new areas of
knowledge and introduces DiscoverEU, a new mobility initiative. Stakeholders agree that the previous programme has
been highly beneficial but lessons need to be learnt to help the next generation programme run more efficiently and
effectively. The Parliament and Council reached agreement on the proposal following the overall agreement on the
2021-2027 multiannual financial framework, and it was adopted in May 2021. Third edition. The 'EU Legislation in
Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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This in-depth analysis provides evidence on differences in the practice of supervising large banks in the UK and in the
euro area. It identifies the diverging institutional architecture (partially supranationalised vs. national oversight) as a
pivotal determinant for a higher effectiveness of supervisory decision making in the UK. The ECB is likely to take a
more stringent stance in prudential supervision than UK authorities. The setting of risk weights and the design of
macroprudential stress test scenarios document this hypothesis.
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This briefing checks the quality of the Commission impact assessment (IA) accompanying the regulation proposal on
machinery products. It finds that the assessment, which is based on various data sources, is mostly qualitative, and
explains openly the analytical methods and data limitations. Furthermore, the scale of all problems and the efficiency
aspect in the comparison of the options could have been further explained. The briefing also stresses that the 1A could
have been more informative in terms of the stakeholder consultations. It also finds it questionable whether the SME
Test has been duly conducted.
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In June 2018, the European Commission presented a legislative proposal on a European Defence Fund, including a
budget allocation of €11.5 billion in constant 2018 prices for the 2021-2027 period. The proposal aimed to streamline
and simplify the set-up in place at the time by integrating the Preparatory Action on Defence Research (research
window) and the European Defence Industrial Development Programme (as one part of the capability window) into a
single Fund. The main aims of the Fund would be to foster the competitiveness and innovativeness of European
defence and to contribute to the EU's strategic autonomy. In this regard, the Fund would inter alia support collaborative
industrial projects; co finance the costs of prototype development; encourage the participation of small and medium-
sized enterprises; and promote projects in the framework of permanent structured cooperation. Synergies were
expected with other EU initiatives in the field of cybersecurity, maritime transport, border management, Horizon
Europe, the space programme and the European Peace Facility. In April 2019, after several trilogue meetings,
Parliament and Council reached a partial agreement on the Fund, covering the content, but not, among other things,
budgetary issues. Parliament adopted its position at first reading in April 2019. A provisional political agreement on the
outstanding issues was reached in December 2020. The Council adopted its first-reading position in March 2021 and
the Parliament adopted the text at second reading on 29 April. The final act was published in the Official Journal on 12
May.
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In June 2018, the European Commission proposed a total budget allocation of €100 billion to finance science, research
and innovation projects during the 2021-2027 period, of which the vast majority, €94.1 billion in current prices, would
be allocated to the Horizon Europe framework programme. The main aims are to strengthen science and technology,
to foster industrial competiveness, and to implement the sustainable development goals in the EU. Horizon Europe
introduces new features such as the European Innovation Council, missions to promote research results, and new
forms of partnerships. While the proposal for the framework programme set out the general and specific objective of
Horizon Europe as well as the structure and the broad lines of the activities to be carried out, the specific programme
aims to define the operational objectives and activities, especially for missions, the European Research Council, the
European Innovation Council, work programmes, and the committee procedure. In April 2019, Parliament and Council
reached a partial agreement on the specific programme. However, the financial aspects were only settled in December
2020 as part of the broader MFF negotiations. The final text was adopted in April 2021 and entered into force
retroactively from 1 January 2021.
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Several central banks, including the European Central Bank since 2014, have added negative policy rates to their
toolboxes after exhausting conventional easing measures. It is essential to understand the effects on the economy of
prolonged negative rates. This paper explores the potential effects (and side effects) of negative rates in theory and
examines the evidence to determine what these effects have been in practice in the euro area.

This paper was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the request of
the committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON) ahead of the Monetary Dialogue with the ECB President on
21 June 2021.
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The Environment Action Programme (EAP) provides a framework for the EU's overall environmental policy
development and guide policy-making through identifying priorities and setting out a long-term vision and goals. In
October 2020, the Commission adopted a proposal for a decision on a general EU Environment Action Programme to
2030, to continue from the seventh EAP, which expired at the end of 2020. The European Parliament is expected to
vote on the proposal during the July 2021 session, fixing its position for trilogue talks.
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Since 1991 the Republic of Slovenia has had a parliamentary system composed of the Drzavni zbor (National
Assembly) and the Drzavni svet (National Council). The Slovenian Parliament has the features of an 'incomplete
bicameral system’, based on 'asymmetric duality' — the National Council has less authority and fewer competences
than the National Assembly, in accordance with Chapter IV of the Constitution. The National Assembly is described as
the 'supreme representative and legislative institution, exercising legislative and electoral powers as well as control
over the Executive'. Its members are elected every four years from nine constituencies by a universal, equal, direct,
and secret vote. Different, specific, rules apply to the election of one member each of the Italian and Hungarian
national communities. The Government of Slovenia is accountable to the National Assembly, and the Prime Minister is
elected by the National Assembly by a majority vote of all of its members. This briefing is part of an EPRS series on
national parliaments (NPs) and EU affairs. It aims to provide an overview of the way the NPs of EU Member States are
structured and how they process, scrutinise and engage with EU legislation. It also provides information on relevant
NP publications.
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On 11 November 2020, the European Commission adopted a proposal to strengthen the European Medicines Agency
(EMA). The proposed regulation would allow the EMA, among other things, to better anticipate possible shortages of
medicinal products and ensure their timely development, with the aim of improving the EU's capacity to respond to
health emergencies. The European Parliament's Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety
adopted its report on 22 June 2021. This is due to be voted during the July plenary session, thus setting Parliament's
negotiating position and opening the way for interinstitutional negotiations.
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The Monthly Highlights publication provides an overview, at a glance, of the on-going work of the policy departments,
including a selection of the latest and forthcoming publications, and a list of future events.
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With internet-based communications services, such as webmail, messaging services and internet telephony, becoming
subject to the strict confidentiality requirements of the e-Privacy Directive, providers' deployments of specific
technologies to detect, report and remove child sexual abuse material online now appear unlawful. To accommodate
such practices, the European Commission proposed a regulation that would temporarily exempt them from certain
provisions of the e-Privacy Directive, without, however, stipulating the legality of these practices with respect to the
wider EU data protection framework. During its July plenary session, the European Parliament is due to vote at first
reading on the final text resulting from interinstitutional negotiations.
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The Council of Europe (CoE) has been playing a crucial role in the promotion of human rights, democracy and the rule
of law for more than 70 years. The fight against corruption is essential for maintaining the rule of law. Corruption
undermines the functioning of the state and public authorities at all levels and is a key enabler of organised crime.
Effective anti-corruption frameworks, transparency and integrity in the exercise of state power can strengthen legal
systems and trust in public authorities . The Group of States against Corruption (GRECO) is the CoE’s anti-corruption
body. It is currently composed of 50 member states, with others expressing an interest. Apart from all European Union
(EU) Member States, its members include countries such as Belarus, Switzerland, the UK, the USA and, most
recently, Kazakhstan, which joined in 2020. The EU supports the work of the CoE by contributing to its budget to fund
joint programmes and supporting cooperation in the legal field to foster political dialogue. The EU became an observer
to GRECO in July 2019. The objective of this workshop is to exchange views on the EU’s potential full membership of
GRECO in the future. In the context of the preparations for the organisation of the workshop, the Chair of the
Committee on Budgetary Control has sought the opinion of Parliament’s Legal Service on the possibility for the EU to
become a full member of the CoE Agreement establishing GRECO. This paper will present GRECO and its work,
GRECO cooperation with the EU and the conclusions of the opinion of Parliament’s Legal Service.
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Each year, millions of live animals are transported by road, sea, rail and air within, and to or from, the European Union,
for a number of reasons, such as slaughter, fattening or breeding. To protect their welfare during those journeys, the
EU adopted Regulation 1/2005 on the protection of animals during transport. An evaluation of the regulation showed
that, when correctly implemented and enforced, it had a positive impact on the welfare of animals. However, in some
areas weaknesses still persist, largely due to insufficient implementation. In light of these conclusions, and bearing in
mind its 2012-2015 animal welfare strategy, the European Commission developed guidelines for handling animals
during transport, to be disseminated and used for training of transport personnel and enforcement agents. Despite
these measures, however, in recent years, repeated breaches of the rules, resulting in accidents and severe animal
welfare crises, have been highlighted by EU and national control bodies and by animal welfare organisations. On 19
June 2020, the European Parliament set up the Committee of Inquiry on the Protection of Animals during Transport
(ANIT). The work of the committee focussed on investigating how EU rules are being implemented by Member States
and enforced by the European Commission. It held public hearings with the participation of stakeholders,
representatives of national authorities, and experts. Insight from these debates fed into the committee's report and
recommendations to the Council and the Commission. This briefing is one of four requested by the ANIT Committee to
provide research and analysis following the results of a questionnaire sent out by the Committee to Member States. It
focuses on one of the topics investigated by the Committee, namely the use and dissemination in Member States of
guidelines on the protection of animals during transport. It also gives an overview of available species-specific
research on the welfare of animals during transport.
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Shrnuti Turkey has featured regularly on the agenda of the European Council in recent years, notably in the context of the
migration crisis and military operations in Syria, and as a result of an increasingly tense situation in the eastern
Mediterranean, which led to a significant military build-up at sea during the summer of 2020. In all these cases, the
European Council (re)acted swiftly, ensuring that the views of the Member States were taken into consideration. In the
migration crisis, it stepped up cooperation with Turkey, reducing the influx of irregular arrivals on EU shores, while
offering to 're-energise accession negotiations'. This offer has been disregarded, as Turkey has continued to drift away
from EU values and principles, multiplying rule of law and human rights violations. In parallel, Turkey has started
pursuing an increasingly assertive regional policy in the eastern Mediterranean, the Middle East, and, more recently, in
the south Caucasus. Its assertiveness in the eastern Mediterranean led to the increase in illegal exploratory drilling
activities in the Cypriot and Greek economic exclusive zones (EEZs), which the European Council has condemned on
numerous occasions. In 2020, in an attempt to back de-escalation efforts, the European Council reiterated its offer of
cooperation on a positive political agenda, including modernisation of the EU-Turkey customs union, making this
conditional upon progress on restoring good neighbourly relations.
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Shrnuti Negative interest rate policies (NIRP) have become an established monetary policy instrument in the toolkit of the
ECB. We discuss NIRP in the euro area based on theoretical considerations and available empirical evidence. We find
that NIRP had some positive impact on loan growth and investment in the euro area, but that the room to further
loosen monetary policy via NIRP may be small. NIRP is discussed also in the context of the general monetary policy
environment.

This paper was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the request of
the committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON) ahead of the Monetary Dialogue with the ECB President on
21 June 2021.
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Shrnuti The study pursues two main aims. Firstly, it addresses the issue of poverty and social exclusion from a theoretical
perspective — assessing the relevant concepts — and an empirical perspective — discussing the limitations of different
indicators and data with reference to EU countries. Secondly, it focuses on national and EU-level policies dealing with
poverty and social exclusion, in particular, on minimum income schemes, presenting 6 country case studies and
evaluating the feasibility of an EU minimum income framework.
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Each year, millions of live animals are transported by road, sea, rail and air within, and to or from, the European Union,
for a number of reasons, such as slaughter, fattening or breeding. To protect their welfare during those journeys, the
EU adopted Regulation 1/2005 on the protection of animals during transport. An evaluation of the regulation showed
that, when correctly implemented and enforced, it had a positive impact on the welfare of animals. However, in some
areas weaknesses still persist, largely due to insufficient implementation. In light of these conclusions, and bearing in
mind its 2012-2015 animal welfare strategy, the European Commission developed guidelines for handling animals
during transport, to be disseminated and used for training of transport personnel and enforcement agents. Despite
these measures, however, in recent years, repeated breaches of the rules, resulting in accidents and severe animal
welfare crises, have been highlighted by EU and national control bodies and by animal welfare organisations. On 19
June 2020, the European Parliament set up the Committee of Inquiry on the Protection of Animals during Transport
(ANIT). The work of the committee focused on investigating how EU rules are being implemented by Member States
and enforced by the European Commission. It held public hearings with the participation of stakeholders,
representatives of national authorities, and experts. Insight from these debates fed into the committee's report and
recommendations to Council and the Commission. This briefing is one of four requested by the ANIT committee to
provide research and analysis following the results of a questionnaire sent out by the Committee to Member States. It
focuses on one of the topics investigated by the Committee, namely the systems of sanctions applied by Member
States for breaches of Regulation 1/2005.
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Regulation (EU) 1315/2013 (the Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) Regulation), has shaped EU transport
infrastructure policy by strengthening the network approach. It has furthermore established guidelines for national and
EU investment in transport infrastructure, and introduced targeted funding under the Connecting Europe Facility and
other relevant EU schemes. In the context of new technological and social challenges and new policy approaches, the
TEN-T Regulation needs to better address present and future needs. To this end, the European Commission has
s}arted a revision process that should end with the adoption of a new legislative proposal, planned for the third quarter
of 2021.
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Each year, millions of live animals are transported by road, sea, rail and air within, and to and from, the European
Union, for a number of reasons, such as slaughter, fattening or breeding. To protect their welfare during those
journeys, the EU adopted Regulation 1/2005 on the protection of animals during transport. An evaluation of the
regulation showed that, when correctly implemented and enforced, it had a positive impact on the welfare of animals.
However, in some areas weaknesses persist, largely owing to insufficient implementation. In light of these conclusions,
and bearing in mind its 2012-2015 animal welfare strategy, the European Commission developed guidelines for
handling animals during transport, to be disseminated and used for training of transport personnel and enforcement
agents. Despite these measures, however, in recent years, repeated breaches of the rules, resulting in accidents and
severe animal welfare crises, have been highlighted by EU and national control bodies and by animal welfare
organisations. On 19 June 2020, the European Parliament set up the Committee of Inquiry on the Protection of
Animals during Transport (ANIT). The work of the committee focused on investigating how EU rules are being
implemented by Member States and enforced by the European Commission. It held public hearings with the
participation of stakeholders, representatives of national authorities, and experts. Insight from these debates fed into
the committee's report and recommendations to the Council and the Commission. This briefing is one of four requested
by the ANIT committee to provide research and analysis following the results of a questionnaire sent out by the
committee to Member States. It focuses on one of the topics investigated by the committee, namely how Member
States organise training for personnel handling animals during transport and for staff tasked with enforcing the rules.
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The regular European Council meeting of 24-25 June 2021 was noteworthy on several fronts. First, there was an
extensive discussion on the rule of law and European values, a topic rarely discussed at the level of EU leaders. It took
place in the context of a new Hungarian law on child protection, which includes provisions considered by many as
discriminatory against LGBTQI+ people. Second, following a Franco-German proposal, there was an intense debate
about the EU approach to relations with Russia, with apparent disagreement on whether it is currently worthwhile
engaging in high-level dialogue with the country. Among the other topics considered were coordination efforts in
response to the coronavirus pandemic and economic recovery after the crisis. On migration, EU leaders quickly
reviewed the situation on migration routes, mainly reiterating previous commitments. In the field of external policy,
alongside Russia, EU leaders also discussed EU-Turkey relations, the situations in Belarus, Libya, Ethiopia and the
Sahel, and cybersecurity. EU leaders were also presented with the 2021-22 Leaders' Agenda. In the framework of the
Euro Summit, EU leaders addressed the future of the euro area, inviting the Eurogroup to continue its work towards
the completion of Banking Union and to move quickly to implement the capital markets action plan.
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These proceedings summarise the discussions that took place during the ITRE workshop held on June 17th, 2021,
aimed to analyse the existing gender gaps in the digital sector. It was structured in three sessions, each consisting of
two presentations, and a final Q&A round. Stereotypes hindering a greater participation of women in the digital sector,
the role of women in the digital entrepreneurship ecosystem and the current situation of women in the Atrtificial
Intelligence industry were addressed.
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Directive 2008/48/EC on credit agreement for consumers (the CCD) is part of the legal framework tackling consumer
protection and the development of the internal market. Despite improvements in enforcing consumer protection policy,
there are shortcomings in particular regarding the scope of application of the directive and the uneven regulatory
choices made in the 27 EU Member States for implementing it. Moreover, there are new challenges — such as
digitalisation and data collection, use and processing — that require immediate attention. This implementation appraisal
looks at the practical implementation of the CCD in light of the expected Commission proposal for its revision.
According to the Commission work programme 2021, the proposal will be submitted in the second quarter of 2021,
after having been initially part of the 2020 refit programme (see Legislative Train Schedule, EPRS).
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This Briefing forms part of an EPRS series offering syntheses of the pre-legislative state of play and consultation on
key European Commission priorities during the current five-year term. It summarises the state of affairs in the relevant
policy field, examines how existing policy is working on the ground, and, where possible, identifies best practice and
ideas for the future on the part of governmental organisations at all levels of the EU system of multilevel governance.
EPRS analysis of the positions of partner governmental organisations at EU, national, regional and local levels
suggests that these public authorities would like the following main considerations to be reflected in discussions on the
forthcoming Commission communication on the long-term vision for rural areas: * The EU level recognises that rural
areas represent the fabric of European society. There is a growing concern at the EU level that some citizens living in
remote rural areas feel 'left behind'. * Local and regional authorities point out that, if the rural agenda is to be
successful, it cannot be based on a one-size-fits-all approach, but needs to be tailored to territories' specificities. This
applies, for instance, to overcoming demographic challenges. « When it comes to digitalisation and mobility, all levels
of governance see the provision of infrastructure as a necessary — but not sufficient — condition for progress. There is a
consensus on the importance of bottom-up participation of local communities to meet local needs, which is behind the
'smart village' concept. « Governmental organisations at all levels of governance see environment protection and action
against climate change as a pre-condition for growth. There is a clear call to modernise the farming sector, coupled
with the need to diversify the rural economy as whole. According to public bodies at local, regional and national levels,
the experience with the Covid-19 pandemic has proven that there are potential opportunities for future development of
rural areas, starting with jobs that can be carried-out remotely. « Regional and local administrations call for EU and
national administrative procedures to be made less cumbersome and for different types of funds to be streamlined and
combined, applying a 'multi-fund' approach. Finally, the evidence gathered points to additional funding opportunities for
rural areas. These include concrete cases of private initiatives, national intervention when the provision of a public
good is not commercially viable, and State aid and tax credits, when appropriate.
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The US and European economic approaches to the COVID-19 pandemic have differed in many ways. It is most likely
that the US recovery will come sooner and will be stronger than in Europe, pretty much as has been the case with the
global financial crisis a decade ago. In order to achieve a solid and lasting recovery, Europe needs to learn from the
previous crisis and to prepare for the effects of the coming rapid US expansion.

This paper was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the request of
the committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON) ahead of the Monetary Dialogue with the ECB President on
21 June 2021.
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This note is prepared in view of a regular public hearing with the Chair of the Supervisory Board of the European
Central Bank (ECB), Andrea Enria, which will take place on 1 July 2021.

The briefing addresses (i) the ECB’s TRIM Project Report, (ii) data on significant banks’ holdings of sovereign debt, (iii)
the ECB'’s publication on banks’ recovery plans, (iv) the ECB’s Supervisory banking statistics for the fourth quarter of
2020, (v) the ECB consultation on revised “fit & proper” guidance, (vi) the EBA 2020 Report on the convergence of
supervisory practices, (vii) statistics regarding the gender-balance on the boards of significant banks, (viii) the EBA
pilot on climate risk, (ix) the EBA thematic note on provisioning in the EU vs the US, and (x) summaries of external
papers commissioned on the request of ECON.
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Two decades after the entry into force of the General Product Safety Directive, the internal market is witnessing an
increasing presence of products made with the use of or involving new technologies, online marketplaces are
mushrooming, and a growing amount of products are entering the internal market from outside the European Union
through these online marketplaces. Since the General Product Safety Directive does not have any provisions to
guarantee that these products are safe for use, there are concerns that consumer protection on the internal market
might be compromised. In order to keep guaranteeing the safety of all products, the European Commission's
forthcoming proposal will aim to deal with these new challenges for product safety and to find a balance between
ensuring unhindered trade and guaranteeing the safety of all products on the internal market.
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As part of its plan for recovery from the coronavirus pandemic, South Korea has launched its own Green New Deal.
Announced in July 2020, this initiative will invest €54.3 billion mostly for enabling a shift to green infrastructure, low-
carbon and decentralised energy, for spurring innovation in green industry and for creating 659 000 jobs. The plan will
also support the commercial development of technology for large-scale carbon capture utilisation and storage (CCUS).
In October 2020, South Korea's President, Moon Jae-in, declared that the country would aim to reach carbon neutrality
by 2050. He vowed to end dependence on coal and replace it with renewables as part of the Green New Deal. In
December 2020, the government adopted a carbon-neutral strategy to chart a path towards a sustainable and green
society. This strategy will support innovative climate technologies that will help South Korea achieve carbon neutrality
and set a global example of success in accomplishing this goal. In December 2020, Seoul updated its nationally
determined contribution (NDC) under the Paris Agreement. The target remains unchanged: by 2030, South Korea is to
reduce its total greenhouse gas emissions by 24.4 % compared to 2017 levels. Aware of criticism about the country's
weak ambition regarding emissions reduction, in May 2021 Moon Jae-in declared that a more ambitious target would
be announced at the COP26 conference on climate change in Glasgow in November. Despite the relatively low levels
of funding that South Korea has allocated to developing countries, it is taking ambitious action to demonstrate
international leadership on climate change: in May 2021, it hosted the P4G summit focused on public—private
partnerships, which yielded the Seoul Declaration. Climate change provisions in the EU-South Korea framework
agreement highlight largely unused potential for cooperation; so far, these provisions have only been used for
channelling EU support to Seoul's emissions trading scheme, for running a three-year EU-Korea climate action project
and for holding the meetings of the joint working group on energy, environment and climate change.
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During the June Il 2021 plenary session in Brussels, Parliament continued to debate and adopt programmes financed
under the multiannual financial framework for 2021 2027, specifically this session in the areas of regional development,
with the Common Provisions Regulation, European Territorial Cooperation Regulation, European Regional
Development Fund and Cohesion Fund all finalised. Important debates on Council and European Commission
statements were held, in particular on the preparation of the European Council meeting on 24 25 June 2021 and the
relaunch of the Malta Declaration on external aspects of migration, on the urgent need to complete nominations for the
full functioning of the European Public Prosecutor's Office, and on the future of EU-Swiss relations. Members also
debated and adopted, inter alia, the proposed European Climate Law, the Public Sector Loan Facility, and discussed
the Commission's 2020 rule of law report. Anténio Guterres, the recently re-elected Secretary-General of the United
Nations, addressed Parliament in a formal sitting.
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The EU's binding climate and energy legislation for 2030 requires Member States to adopt national energy and climate
plans (NECPs) for the 2021-2030 period. In October 2020, the European Commission published an assessment for
each NECP. Lithuania finalised its NECP in December 2019. Lithuania generates 0.55 % of the EU's total greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions and has reduced emissions at a slower pace than the EU average since 2005. Most economic
sectors showed emissions reductions in the 2005-2019 period, with the exception of transport, agriculture and the
‘other emissions' sectors. The transport and agriculture sectors account for 52 % of Lithuania's total emissions. Energy
industry emissions have fallen by 60 % since 2005, while emissions in the 'other emissions' category, which includes
services and buildings grew by 24 %. EU effort-sharing legislation allowed Lithuania to increase its emissions by 15 %
up until 2020. Lithuania stayed well below its 2013-2020 allowances and expects to over-achieve on the 2030 target of
9 % reductions relative to 2005, potentially achieving 21 % reductions. Lithuania's renewable energy share was 25.5 %
in 2019. The country's 2030 target of a 45 % share focuses mainly on wind, solar and biofuels. Energy efficiency
measures centre to a large extent on the building stock and transport sector with support schemes for industry and
households.
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The EU's binding climate and energy legislation for 2030 requires Member States to adopt national energy and climate
plans (NECPs) for the 2021-2030 period. In October 2020, the European Commission published an assessment for
each NECP. France submitted its final NECP in April 2020. In 2019, France accounted for 459 million tonnes of CO2-
equivalent (MtCOZ2e) in total emissions excluding land use, land-use change and forestry (LULUCF) and including
international aviation, generating 12 % of the EU-27 total greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Since 2005, the country
has reduced its emissions at the same pace as the EU average. Over the 2005-2019 period, French emissions per
inhabitant decreased faster than the EU average. The carbon intensity of the economy fell by 32 % and remained
among the lowest in the EU while GDP increased by 17 %. In 2019, the transport, residential, tertiary and agriculture
sectors accounted for around 60 % of France's total emissions. In order to reduce its energy dependency, France still
maintains a high share of nuclear energy in its national energy mix. However, between 2005 and 2019, the share of
energy from renewable sources rose steadily, reaching 17 % in 2019; this is still 16 percentage points (pp) below the
2030 national target of 33 % however. Energy efficiency, along with renewables, is a corner-stone of the French
decarbonisation strategy, targeting in particular the buildings and transport sectors.
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The EU's binding climate and energy legislation for 2030 requires Member States to adopt national energy and climate
plans (NECPs) covering the period 2021 to 2030. In October 2020, the European Commission published an
assessment for each NECP. Greece submitted its NECP in December 2019. Greece accounts for 2.4 % of total EU
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and has reduced its emissions at a higher pace than the EU average since 2005.
The carbon intensity of the Greek economy decreased by 23 % from 2005 to 2019, at a slower rate than the EU-27
average. Energy industry emissions fell by almost 45 % in the 2005-2019 period in Greece, reducing their share of
total emissions by 14 %. Further reductions are expected as the country proceeds with phasing out lignite-fired power
plants. The sector that showed the greatest percentage reduction in emissions between 2005 and 2019 — 54 % — was
manufacturing industries and construction. Transport and agriculture were the sectors with the lowest reductions.
Under the Effort-sharing Decision for the 2013 2020 period, Greece needs to reduce its emissions in sectors not
included in the EU's emission trading system by 4 %, compared with 2005 levels, and is on track to achieving it. The
share of renewable energy sources in Greece reached 19.7 % in 2019. The country's 2030 target of a 35 % share is
focused mainly on changes to the transport and heating and cooling sectors. This briefing is one in a series which will
cover all EU Member States.
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The EU's binding climate and energy legislation for 2030 requires Member States to adopt national energy and climate
plans (NECPs) for the 2021-2030 period. In October 2020, the European Commission published an assessment for
each NECP. Estonia submitted its NECP in December 2019. Estonia recovered its independence in 1991 and joined
the European Union in 2004. In the 1990s, the country launched structural reforms related to its transition to a market-
based economy. In 2019, its total GHG emissions amounted to 15.2 million tonnes of CO2-equivalent (MtCO2e),
excluding land use, land-use change and forestry (LULUCF) and including international aviation, generating 0.4 % of
the EU-27's total greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. By 2030, Estonia aims to achieve a GHG emissions reduction of
70 % compared with 1990. Its long-term target is a reduction of 80 % by 2050. The new government has set an even
more ambitious target, aiming for climate neutrality by 2050. It also envisages a motivation package to help local
governments reach carbon neutrality by 2030. However, Estonia's total emissions per inhabitant remained above the
EU average in 2019, and the carbon intensity of its economy was one of the highest in the Union. The country's energy
independence and security of supply still rely on oil shale, although between 2005 and 2019, the share of renewables
in Estonia grew faster than the EU average, over-reaching the 2020 target.
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At its meeting on 24-25 June 2021, the European Council will pursue its coordination efforts in response to the
coronavirus pandemic, discuss the situation on the various migration routes, return to the strategic debate on relations
with Russia, revert to their discussions on Turkey and assess progress in the EU’s economic recovery. In the Euro
summit, EU leaders will discuss the economic challenges for the euro area in the aftermath of the COVID-19 crisis and
review progress on the banking union and capital markets union.
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During the June |l plenary session, the European Parliament is due to adopt a new European Parliament regulation
governing the performance of the Ombudsman's duties (Statute of the European Ombudsman) to replace the existing
statute, adopted in 2008. This follows a debate on the new text during the June | session and subsequent consent to
the draft from the Council. This is an updated edition of an 'at a glance' note published ahead of the June | plenary
session.
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The proceedings summarize the expert presentations and discussions of the workshop on the extension of the EU
ETS to transport emissions. The workshop served to prepare the ENVI Committee for the upcoming legislative “Fit for
55” package of proposals, as part of the European Green Deal. The presentations focused on options and implications
of the future inclusion of road transport, shipping and aviation in the EU ETS. This document was provided by the
Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies for the committee on the Environment, Public
Health and Food Safety (ENVI).
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This briefing presents detail on the current Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) 2021-2027 that marks a turning
point, in that it brings together all the EU’s different funds for development cooperation in a single instrument, in order
to ensure consistency between different fields of external action.
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The number of people in the world that are forcibly displaced inside or outside their home country has risen
significantly in recent years, as also showcased by the unprecedented arrival of refugees and irregular migrants in the
EU since 2015. This highlights an urgent need to ensure organised, legal and safe pathways for protecting migrants
who embark on dangerous journeys in an attempt to enter countries of destination irregularly, or find themselves in
protracted refugee situations. A potential solution is the community sponsorship scheme, understood as encompassing
several different approaches for refugee admission to third countries other than countries of origin or transit. The
concept includes a shared responsibility between civil society and the state when engaging in refugee admission
efforts, by providing financial, emotional, social and/or settlement support to help newly arrived refugees integrate in a
third country. Community sponsorship for integration is particularly important in the EU, where local and national
governments, alongside civil society, have been pondering how best to support newcomers and ease integration and
social cohesion. Since 2015, the concept has been piloted and launched in several EU countries, including through the
active input of regions and cities. In 2020, the European Commission presented a new pact on migration and asylum,
affirming its commitment to supporting national sponsorship schemes through funding, capacity-building and
knowledge-sharing.
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Value added tax (VAT) fraud has an extensive impact on the European Union (EU) budget. As missing trader intra-
community (MTIC) fraud is the biggest kind of VAT fraud it would be beneficial to fight this kind of fraud to a larger
extent.
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Data is a key pillar of the European digital economy. To unlock its potential, the European Commission aims to build a
market for personal and non-personal data that fully respects European rules and values. While the volume of data is
expected to increase dramatically in the coming years, data re-use is hampered by low trust in data-sharing, conflicting
economic incentives and technological obstacles. As the first of a set of measures announced in the European strategy
for data, the Commission put forward its proposed data governance act on 25 November 2020. It aims at facilitating
(largely) voluntary data sharing across the EU and between sectors by strengthening mechanisms that increase data
availability and foster trust in intermediaries. It establishes three principle re-use mechanisms and a horizontal
coordination and steering board. While there seems to be considerable support for data governance rules, the
appropriate approach remains fundamentally disputed. Issues have been raised concerning, for instance, the
ineffectiveness of labelling and registration regimes to foster trust and data re-use, the uncertain interplay with other
legislative acts, the onerous rules on international data transfers and the vulnerability of certain mechanisms to
commercial exploitation. The co-legislators, the European Parliament and Council, are in the process of assessing
whether the Commission's proposal presents an adequate response to the challenges identified and are working
towards defining their respective positions.
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The euro area response to the Covid crisis avoided a financial crisis. In the short term, the withdrawal of fiscal stimulus
should be guided by unemployment, output gap and inflation data. Over the medium term, reducing public debt ratios
will require maintaining the growth of primary spending below the (higher) GDP growth rate to be achieved through
structural reforms. Over the longer term, creating a central fiscal capacity, strengthening the enforcement of fiscal rules
in good times and completing the banking and capital market unions remain priorities.
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On 24 May 2021, the Malian transitional government suffered a coup — the second in nine months — which cast a
shadow on the transition process that should lead to a presidential election in early 2022. These developments risk
further destabilising the Sahel and challenge the implementation of the new EU strategy in the region.
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This document provides an overview of the adoption of the Recovery and Resilience Plans (RRPs) under the Recovery
and Resilience Facility (RRF) and some relevant developments. The document will be regularly updated.
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This note intends to provide general information about simplification as well as to look a bit more in detail on this issue
in the framework of Cohesion Policy, Common Agricultural Policy and Research. These three EU policies represent
sectors that largely benefit from the financing of the EU budget and have experienced simplification due to the
response of the Commission, the European Parliament and the Council to the requests of final beneficiaries. At the
same time, there have been repeated calls from the European Court of Auditors regarding these policies to reduce
their complexity and further apply simplification measures, without compromising their functioning and the sound
financial management of the EU budget.

EN

EU cooperation with the Group of States against Corruption (GRECQO): how to move towards full

membership
Druh publikace

19-04-2024

Datum

Autor

Oblast
Klicové slovo

Shrnuti

Briefing

Briefing

15-06-2021

MILICEVIC Vera

Rozpocet | Rozpoctova kontrola

demokracie | dokumentace | evropska organizace | EVROPSKA UNIE | korupce | MEZINARODNI ORGANIZACE |
mezinarodni role EU | politicky ramec | POLITICKY ZIVOT | pravni stat | PRAVO | Rada Evropy | struktura
Spoled&enstvi | trestni pravo | VZDELAVANI A KOMUNIKACE | zprava

The Council of Europe (CoE) has been playing a crucial role in the promotion of human rights, democracy and the rule
of law for more than 70 years. The fight against corruption is essential for maintaining the rule of law. Corruption
undermines the functioning of the state and public authorities at all levels and is a key enabler of organised crime.
Effective anti-corruption frameworks, transparency and integrity in the exercise of state power can strengthen legal
systems and trust in public authorities . The Group of States against Corruption (GRECO) is the CoE’s anti-corruption
body. It is currently composed of 50 member states, with others expressing an interest. Apart from all European Union
(EU) Member States, its members include countries such as Belarus, Switzerland, the UK, the USA and, most
recently, Kazakhstan, which joined in 2020. The EU supports the work of the CoE by contributing to its budget to fund
joint programmes and supporting cooperation in the legal field to foster political dialogue. The EU became an observer
to GRECO in July 2019. The objective of this workshop is to exchange views on the EU’s potential full membership of
GRECO in the future. In the context of the preparations for the organisation of the workshop, the Chair of the
Committee on Budgetary Control has sought the opinion of Parliament’s Legal Service on the possibility for the EU to
become a full member of the CoE Agreement establishing GRECO. This paper will present GRECO and its work,
GRECO cooperation with the EU and the conclusions of the opinion of Parliament’s Legal Service.
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Shrnuti Ahead of BUDG-ECON exchange of views with Commissioner Ferreira, on 14 June, this note provides a brief overview
on the 2021 annual workplan, ongoing and finalised projects and some other elements of the Technical Support
Instrument.
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Shrnuti Asylum is a form of international protection given by a state on its territory to someone who is threatened by
persecution on grounds of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular group or political opinion in their
country of origin or residence. This infographic provides an overview of the number of third-country nationals seeking
asylum in EU Member States, their success in asylum procedures, and requests for transfers between Member States,
as a consequence of the Dublin Regulation.
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Shrnuti The June |1 2021 plenary session took place in Strasbourg once more (although still in hybrid form), some 15 months
after the previous session was held there, with coronavirus-containment measures restricting the Parliament's activity
throughout that period. A number of important debates took place, including on European Council and European
Commission statements on the conclusions of the special meeting of the European Council on 24 and 25 May 2021,
and on preparation for the G7 and EU-US Summits. Members also debated the state of play on implementation of the
Own Resources roadmap and Parliament's scrutiny of the Commission and Council assessments of the national
recovery and resilience plans. Debates were also held on the rule of law situation in the European Union, including the
application of the conditionality regulation. Members discussed the follow-up to the Porto Social Summit, as well as the
situation of women in politics. Debate was held on systematic repression in Belarus and its consequences for
European security in the light of Belarus' interception of a civilian plane. The High Representative of the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy/Vice-President of the Commission, Josep Borrell, made statements on the situation
in Afghanistan and in Cuba. Parliament also voted on the proposed EU biodiversity strategy for 2030, and on
amendments to information systems required for operation of the European Travel Information and Authorisation
System. In a formal ceremony, Parliament awarded the annual Lux Audience Award to a Romanian documentary,
Collective, directed by Alexander Nanau.
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The EU's binding climate and energy legislation for 2030 requires Member States to adopt national energy and climate
plans (NECPs) for the 2021-2030 period. In October 2020, the European Commission published an assessment for
each NECP. Luxembourg's final NECP is from May 2020. Luxembourg generates 0.34 % of the EU's total greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions and has reduced emissions at a slower pace than the EU average since 2005. Most economic
sectors showed emissions reductions in the 2005-2019 period, with the exception of agriculture and the 'other
emissions' sectors. The transport sector and the 'other emissions' sector, which includes services and buildings,
account for 77 % of Luxembourg's total emissions. Manufacturing and construction is the third largest sector in terms
of emissions, accounting for 9 % of total emissions. Under EU effort-sharing legislation Luxembourg was supposed to
reduce emissions by 20 % by 2020, and the 2030 obligation is 40 %. Luxembourg however expects to achieve a 55 %
emissions reduction by 2030 in sectors outside the emissions trading system. Luxembourg reached a 7 % share of
renewable energy sources (RES) in 2019 and expects in part to use cooperation mechanisms to reach the 2030 target
of 25 % RES. Energy efficiency measures include both support and obligation schemes for industry, building
renovations and transport electrification.
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The EU binding climate and energy legislation for 2030 requires Member States to adopt national energy and climate
plans (NECPs) covering the period 2021 to 2030. In October 2020, the European Commission published an
assessment for each NECP. Italy's final NECP was sent in December 2019. Italy generates 11.4 % of the EU's total
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and has reduced emissions at a faster pace than the EU average since 2005.
Emissions decreased across all economic sectors in Italy over the 2005-2019 period, with the agricultural sector
showing the lowest reductions. The transport and 'other emissions' sectors, including buildings, account for almost half
of Italy's total emissions. Energy industry emissions fell by 42 % between 2005 and 2019, leaving the sector in third
place in terms of its share of total emissions. Under EU effort-sharing legislation, Italy reduced its emissions by 13 %
by 2020 relative to 2005, and the country expects to reach the 2030 target of 33 %. Italy achieved an 18 % share of
renewable energy sources (RES) in 2019. The country's 2030 target of a 30 % share is focused mainly on wind and
solar power. Energy efficiency measures centre to a large extent on the building stock and transport sectors with
support schemes for industry and households. This briefing is one in a series covering all EU Member States.
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The EU's binding climate and energy legislation for 2030 requires Member States to adopt national energy and climate
plans (NECPs) for the 2021 to 2030 period. In October 2020, the European Commission published an assessment for
each NECP. Croatia's final NECP is from December 2019. Croatia generates 0.7 % of the EU's total greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions and has reduced emissions at a slower pace than the EU average since 2005. The country's
emissions intensity is significantly higher than the EU average, though it is on a steady downward trend. The transport
sector accounted for over a quarter of Croatia's total emissions in 2019. The Croatian building stock is also responsible
for a significant share of total emissions. Energy industry emissions fell by almost 40 % between 2005 and 2019,
reducing the sector's share of total emissions by six percentage points. The Croatian economy is heavily reliant on
energy imports. Diversifying supply and reducing demand is seen as key to the transition process. Under EU effort-
sharing legislation, Croatia was allowed to increase emissions until 2020 but must reduce these emissions by 7 %
relative to 2005 by 2030. Croatia achieved a 28.5 % share of renewable energy sources in 2019. The country's 2030
target of a 36.4 % share is focused mainly on photovoltaics, wind and biofuels. Measures to boost energy efficiency
centre on building stock renovation and energy efficiency obligation schemes for energy suppliers. This briefing is one
in a series covering all EU Member States.
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The transatlantic relationship has been witnessing a significant injection of renewed enthusiasm and policy activity
since Joe Biden became President of the United States in January 2021. This paper focuses on three important issues
on the rapidly evolving transatlantic policy agenda, exploring their potential for generating, in effect, new ‘common
global goods' during the Biden presidency. First, it looks at pathways towards developing some kind of 'transatlantic
green deal', taking climate action, trade and climate diplomacy in the round. Second, it analyses the comparative
fabrics of US and European societies through the triple lens of violent extremism, the rule of law and technological
disruption. Third, the prospects for 'crisis-proofing' the transatlantic space for the future are examined by looking at
defence, health security and multilateralism. The paper also explores some potential avenues for closer transatlantic
parliamentary cooperation, building on the already strong relationship between the European Parliament and the US
Congress.
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G7 summit, June 2021: Asserting democratic values in the post-crisis context
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The 47th G7 summit is scheduled for 11-13 June 2021, and will be chaired and hosted by the United Kingdom. After a
year-long break caused by the pandemic and the former US administration's inability to organise the 2020 summit at a
later date than initially scheduled, this year's event is expected to mark a return to strong global cooperation among the
world's major democracies. The leaders of four guest states — Australia, India, South Africa and South Korea — will join
the leaders of the G7 nations and the European Union, thus reinforcing the group's global democratic
representativeness. The G7 has built up a reputation for being an informal framework of cooperation on major global
issues, which is driven by a shared commitment to the fundamental values of liberal democracy. This year's summit is
expected to reaffirm these values in the face of assertive authoritarian tendencies elsewhere in the world. Ahead of the
summit, ministerial meetings in areas selected by the presidency have already taken place, shaping future cooperation
among the G7 nations. 'Beat[ing] Covid-19 and building back better' is an obvious priority this year. Achieving it
includes ensuring more equitable and rapid access to vaccines and other medical supplies for developing countries.
While the group has reaffirmed its general commitment to this priority, the US proposal to waive patent rights for the
production of vaccines still needs to find common ground among the G7 members. Another US initiative — setting a
minimum global corporate tax rate — has already been endorsed by G7 finance ministers. It is considered a major
change in the international taxation system, potentially making history for the G7. Reinforcing cooperation on the
regulation of digital developments is another priority, as are ambitions linked to honouring the commitments under the
Paris Agreement. As every year, the EU, which is a G7 member in its own right, will be represented by the Presidents
of the European Council and of the European Commission. This is an updated version of a Briefing published ahead of
the Parliament's debate on 9 June 2021.

EN

Zdroj : © Evropska unie, 2024 - EP 30


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/EPRS_IDA(2021)690660
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/EPRS_IDA(2021)690660
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2021/690660/EPRS_IDA(2021)690660_DE.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2021/690660/EPRS_IDA(2021)690660_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2021/690660/EPRS_IDA(2021)690660_FR.pdf
https://youtu.be/DT3yVERzrio
https://youtu.be/l3U_9BNm4ig
https://youtu.be/VrspA7-viM4
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/EPRS_BRI(2021)690648
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/690648/EPRS_BRI(2021)690648_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/cs/legal-notice

EU partnership on metrology
Druh publikace Briefing
Datum 09-06-2021
Autor KRAMER Esther
Oblast Predbézné posuzovani dopadu

Klicove slovo analyza dopadu | dokumentace | ekonomicka analyza | EKONOMIKA | EVROPSKA UNIE | metrologie | novinka |
navrh (EU) | pravni pfedpisy Evropské unie | pfirodni a aplikované védy | ramcovy program pro vyzkum a vyvoj |
Smlouva o fungovani Evropské unie | VZDELAVANI A KOMUNIKACE | VYROBA, TECHNOLOGIE A VYZKUM |
vyzkum a dusevni vlastnictvi | vyzkumna politika EU | VEDA | zprava

Shrnuti The IA underpinning the proposal on the EU partnership on metrology is based on solid sources. The relatively narrow
range of options is pre-determined by the Horizon Europe provisions, and the mostly qualitative and comparative
assessment gravitates early on towards the preferred option. While subsidiarity, competitiveness and coherence with
the overarching political priorities are consistently addressed, the consideration of benefits and costs of the options
could have been more complete and precise. The role of the actors in the metrology ‘value chain’ under both the
current and the future scheme could have been better explained. The IA does not include budgetary implications nor
effects of the Covid-19 pandemic (justified by the ongoing negotiations at the time of drafting the IA), nor does it
assess certain novelties of the Horizon Europe partnerships, such as additionally and directionality.
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Shrnuti Artificial intelligence (Al) policy debates are replete with metaphors. Even the term ‘Al’ relies upon a metaphor for the
human quality of intelligence, and its development is regularly described as a ‘race’. While metaphors are useful in
highlighting some features of their subject, they are so powerful that it can be difficult to imagine or discuss their
subject in other terms. Here, we explore some challenges presented by the central metaphor of ‘intelligence’, examine
how Al metaphors emphasise competition at the cost of cooperation, and ask whether new metaphors could help us to
articulate ambitious visions for Al, and new criteria for success.

Ve stru¢nosti EN

Multimédia What if we chose new metaphors for artificial intelligence?

Comparison of key figures in the 2021 Stability Programmes and European Commission Spring 2021

forecast
Druh publikace Briefing
Datum 07-06-2021
Autor ANGERER Jost | KOMAZEC KATJA
Oblast Ekonomika a ménové zalezitosti

Klicové slovo dokumentace | ekonomicka analyza | ekonomicka geografie | ekonomicka prognéza | EKONOMIKA | epidemie |
EVROPSKA UNIE | FINANCNICTVI | GEOGRAFIE | hospodarsky disledek | onemocnéni koronavirem | programoveé
rozpoctovani | pravni predpisy Evropské unie | smérnice (EU) | SOCIALNI OTAZKY | stabilizaéni program | verejné
finance a rozpodtova politika | VZDELAVANI A KOMUNIKACE | zdravi | zprava | lensky stat EU

Shrnuti The purpose of this document is to show the differences between some key indicators of the 2021 Stability and
Convergence Programmes (SCP) of the EU Member States and the Spring 2021 economic forecast of the European
Commission. In accordance with Art. 4 of Council Directive 2011/85/EU, the budgetary planning of the Member States
“shall be based on the most likely macrofiscal scenario or on a more prudent scenario. (...). Significant dif~fe-ren-ces
between th(e c)hosen macrofiscal scenario and the (most recent) Commission’s forecast shall be described with
reasoning (...).”
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Shrnuti Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH), alongside other Western Balkans countries, was identified as a potential candidate for
EU membership during the European Council's Thessaloniki summit of June 2003. BiH applied for EU membership in
February 2016. The Commission adopted its opinion on BiH's EU membership application in May 2019, but internal
political instability and lack of political reforms have dampened the country's prospects of joining the EU.
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In December 2020, the adoption of the legislative package on the 2021-2027 multiannual financial framework (MFF)
and the Next Generation EU (NGEU) recovery instrument marked the end of an important stage in the process of
launching a unique financial stimulus package — the recovery plan for Europe. However, in order to make the plan fully
operational, additional conditions need to be met and preparatory steps completed. First, there is the financing of
NGEU, based on borrowing operations carried out by the European Commission on behalf of the European Union.
These operations could start only once the Member States had ratified the Own Resources Decision (ORD). This
procedure was completed before the end of May 2021. In the meantime, the Commission started preparing for its role
as a borrower on an unprecedented scale and published its diversified funding strategy for the financing of NGEU. The
Commission has ensured that the preparations are advanced and that it would be ready to begin the borrowing
operations as soon as ratification of the ORD was finalised and the act in force. In parallel, preparations are ongoing
for the spending of the biggest part of NGEU (90 %) under the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF). This process
includes the drawing up of national recovery and resilience plans by the Member States, their evaluation by the
European Commission, and approval by the Council of the EU. Only then will the Commission conclude an agreement
with each Member State on a legal commitment authorising the financial contribution to be made, and begin pre-
financing. An indicative timeline of the whole process shows that the first payments for Member States could be made
between July and September 2021.
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Albania: No closer to joining the EU

Druh publikace Ve struénosti

Datum

Autor

Oblast
Klicové slovo

Shrnuti

Ve stru¢nosti

07-06-2021

STANICEK BRANISLAV

Zahranicni véci

Albanie | dokumentace | ekonomicka geografie | Evropa | EVROPSKA UNIE | GEOGRAFIE | jednani o pfistoupent |
komunikace | korupce | nezavislost soudnictvi | ob&anska spole€nost | organizace pravniho systému | pluralismus
médii | politicka geografie | POLITICKY ZIVOT | politicky zivot a bezpecnost verfejnosti | prava a svobody | prava

mensin | PRAVO | struktura Spolegenstvi | svoboda tisku | trestni pravo | VZDELAVANI A KOMUNIKACE | zprava |
zakladni prava

Albania joined NATO in April 2009 and has been an EU candidate country since June 2014. After having made some
progress in meeting the political criteria and the objectives related to the five key priorities for opening its EU accession
negotiations on 26 March 2020, Albania has been advancing towards EU membership at a very slow pace. The main
remaining obstacles include flaws in the functioning of its judiciary, in the fight against corruption and in the
safeguarding of media freedoms and minority rights.
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North Macedonia's accession prospects dimmed
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North Macedonia was the first Western Balkan country to conclude a stabilisation and association agreement with the
EU in 2004; just one year later, it became a candidate country. However, bilateral disputes with Greece and Bulgaria
have blocked accession negotiations so far.
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Shrnuti The EU opened accession negotiations with Serbia, a country with a population of 6.7 million, in 2013. Serbia got off to

a strong start, but progress has stalled in recent years. Unresolved regional issues, in particular the stalemate of the
political dialogue with Pristina, as well as lukewarm progress in rule-of-law reforms, are blocking accession

negotiations. Parliamentary elections held in June 2020 have not yet provided the expected momentum, and the risk is

that the country will progressively turn to Russia and China, confirming its ambiguous geopolitical orientation, which
was also criticised by the European Parliament.
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Shrnuti The Monthly Highlights publication provides an overview, at a glance, of the on-going work of the policy departments,
including a selection of the latest and forthcoming publications, and a list of future events.
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Shrnuti Formally, the EU and China have been strategic partners since 2003 — a partnership that was broadened five years
ago by the EU-China 2020 Strategic Agenda for Cooperation. However, more recently, EU officials and politicians
have been expressing increasing concerns over China’s economic expansionism and human rights violations. The
current coronavirus pandemic and developments in Hong Kong have had a marked negative impacted on EU-China

relations. This note offers links to recent commentaries, studies and reports from major international think tanks on
China, its ties with the EU and related issues. The previous issue on the subject was published in October 2020.
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Based on Member States' reporting under the Birds and Habitats Directives, the backbone of European Union (EU)
nature conservation policy, the latest assessment on the state of nature by the European Environment Agency shows
that despite some encouraging developments, the overall picture remains bleak. Only 15 % of habitats and around 27
% of species protected under EU legislation have a good conservation status. An EU-wide assessment of terrestrial,
freshwater and marine ecosystems found that, overall, the condition of ecosystems in the EU is unfavourable.
Worldwide, most indicators of ecosystems and biodiversity show rapid decline. Targets set to tackle biodiversity loss
by 2020, at both EU and global levels under the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), have not
been met. Under the EU biodiversity strategy for 2030, part of the European Green Deal, the EU has therefore set
itself new targets for the next decade. These include enlarging the current network of legally protected areas to cover
at least 30 % of the EU's land area and 30 % of the EU's seas; and setting legally binding EU nature restoration targets
to restore degraded ecosystems. The recent zero-pollution action plan for air, water and soil proposes additional
commitments relevant to biodiversity protection. Parties to the CBD, including the EU, are due to meet on 11-24
October 2021 in China to agree on a post-2020 global biodiversity framework. The EU intends to push for global 2030
targets in line with the commitments set out in its biodiversity strategy and for a much stronger implementation,
monitoring and review process. The issue of resource mobilisation will be an important one, especially in the context of
the coronavirus crisis, affecting the funding available for biodiversity. On 28 May 2021, Parliament's Committee on the
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety adopted an own-initiative report with recommendations to strengthen the
EU biodiversity strategy for 2030. The vote in plenary is scheduled for the June | plenary session.
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An in-person NATO summit of heads of state or government is scheduled to take place in Brussels on 14 June 2021.
Highly anticipated, as part of United States President Joe Biden's first overseas visit, the summit is expected to outline
NATO's strategic direction in the decade ahead. The NATO 2030 agenda will be debated, and forward-looking
discussions about long-term threats and challenges to Euro-Atlantic security and defence are expected.
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The Council of the EU has authorised the European Commission to represent the EU and its Member States in the
intergovernmental talks at the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law (UNCITRAL), with a view to
reforming the existing investor-state dispute settlement (ISDS) system. The latter provides a procedural framework for
disputes between international investors and host states in relation to international investment agreements, and relies
on arbitration procedures. The system has raised serious concerns among stakeholders across the EU, especially in
relation to the transparency and consistency of decisions, the independence of arbitrators, and the cost and duration of
arbitral procedures. The intergovernmental talks at UNCITRAL are aimed at reforming the system in a manner that
would address these concerns; the overarching goal of the Council mandate is to establish a full-fledged permanent
multilateral investment court with an appellate mechanism and tenured judges. UNICTRAL talks started in 2017; in
April 2019, the working group identified three areas of concerns, namely a) consistency and predictability of arbitral
decisions; b) integrity of arbitrators and decision-makers; and c) cost and duration of ISDS disputes. The states then
tabled reform proposals that provided the framework for the discussions launched in October 2019. The UNCITRAL
Secretariat has circulated two documents summarising the proposals regarding the selection and appointment of ISDS
members, the establishment and scope of an appellate mechanism, and the enforcement mechanism. The proposals
range from perfecting the current ISDS to setting up formal investment courts comprised of first-instance and appellate
tribunals. The documents include questions to the government delegations. In its reply to the initial draft, the delegation
at UNCITRAL for the EU and its Member States supports the establishment of a multilateral investment court
composed of a first-instance and an appellate tribunal staffed by full-time adjudicators.
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Although countries in sub-Saharan Africa started opening up to democracy three decades ago, the region is still
characterised by a high heterogeneity of political regimes. Fragile democracies often endure numerous challenges and
shortcomings, and share their borders with some of the world's least democratic regimes. Virtually non-existent in
1990, multi-party elections are the norm today, yet they still only rarely lead to power changes. The recent trends of
democratic recession have not left sub-Saharan Africa untouched, but they have affected individual countries
differently. Some unexpected democratic transitions have taken place at the same time as overall democratic decline
has set in. Two sets of reasons account for the fragility of democracies in sub-Saharan Africa — those that are extrinsic
and those that are intrinsic to political and institutional settings. The first include low socio-economic development,
conflict and insecurity; the second include weak institutions, lack of judicial independence, manipulation of electoral
laws and constitutional norms, as well as serious limitations of civil and political rights. In practice, authoritarian
regimes have become skilled at using a fagade of legality to legitimise their grip on power. The coronavirus pandemic
has affected the region less severely than compared to other parts of the world, but its impact on democratic and
human rights norms has been significant. For the EU — which is an important partner and development aid provider to
the region, while also launching frequent election observation missions there — issues of concern include the shrinking
space for civil society, the need to broaden political participation for various groups such as women and youth, as well
as the impact of digital developments on democracy and human rights in societies that are still suffering from limited
internet access and insufficient digital literacy.

EN

Recent migration flows to the EU

Druh publikace Ve stru€nosti

Datum

Autor

Oblast
Klicové slovo

Shrnuti

Ve stru¢nosti

03-06-2021
SABBATI Giulio
Prostor svobody, bezpeénosti a spravedInosti

demografie a obyvatelstvo | dokumentace | ekonomicka analyza | ekonomicka geografie | EKONOMIKA | Evropa |
EVROPSKA UNIE | Frontex | GEOGRAFIE | informatika | Island | MEZINARODNI VZTAHY | migrace | migraéni
statistika | migrujici | nelegalni migrace | Norsko | organy EU a evropska vefejna sluzba | politicka geografie | politika
spoluprace | sbér dat | SOCIALNI OTAZKY | statistika EU | tfeti zemé& | VZDELAVANI A KOMUNIKACE | zprava |
&lensky stat EU | Svycarsko

This infographic aims to present the latest available data on migrant flows to the EU in the year 2020. It covers the
detection of illegal crossings on the EU's external borders and numbers of deaths of migrants on those crossings. This
Infographic updates and complements previous editions, the most recent of which was issued in April 2020 (PE
649.329).
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In mid-June 2021, United States (US) President Joe Biden is due to visit Europe for his first overseas trip since taking
office in January. He will attend the Group of Seven (G7) summit from 11 to 13 June in Cornwall (United Kingdom), a
NATO leaders' summit in Brussels on 14 June, followed by an EU-US summit on 15 June, and, on 16 June, a summit
in Geneva (Switzerland) with Russian President Vladimir Putin. President Biden's arrival in Europe will mark almost
five months in office, providing an opportunity to take stock of his foreign policy record thus far. As the Democratic
candidate in the November 2020 US presidential election, Biden promised that if elected he would pursue a 'foreign
policy for the middle class'. He argued that strengthening the majority of citizens' financial security, investing in US
industrial capacity, and countering destabilising inequities at home, would allow a more socially and economically
cohesive US to compete with and confront rivals on the world stage. He also argued that his administration's most
pressing domestic challenges — including overcoming the coronavirus pandemic, and adapting to and mitigating the
impact of climate change on the US — would require international cooperation. The Biden Administration's policy
papers, positions and statements identify two broad priorities that guide its foreign policy: first, 'building back better' on
a global scale, in pursuit of the same imperative at home. Second, working with allies to counter the threats to US
interests posed by authoritarian rivals such as China and Russia, while working tactically with those same rivals where
theirs and US interests overlap. Biden's early foreign policy moves have fulfilled promises to reverse Trump
Administration policies in key areas, such as by re-entering the Paris Agreement, re-affirming the importance of the
transatlantic partnership and other traditional alliances, and engaging diplomatically with rivals. However, elements of
the previous administration's policies remain, in particular some of its trade policy priorities.
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A key objective of the EU's external action is to preserve peace, prevent conflicts and strengthen international security,
in accordance with the purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter. In the context of its common foreign and
security policy (CFSP), the Union offers assistance to third states, international organisations and regional
organisations engaged in peace support operations. Moreover, the EU's common security and defence policy (CSDP)
— part of the CFSP — provides the Union with its own operational capacity, allowing it to deploy civilian and military
assets (provided by the EU Member States) in third countries. While many of the operations and missions the EU
supports have military and defence implications, the EU cannot finance activities with military or defence implications
from the EU budget. EU Member States therefore have mechanisms to fund expenditure with military and defence
implications directly from national budgets. The European Peace Facility (EPF) is a new off-budget fund with a
financial ceiling of €5.692 billion financed by Member State contributions. The EPF, which will be operational by 1 July
2021, will make it easier for Member States to share the costs of EU military operations. It will also help the EU to
support military peace-support operations conducted by third countries and regional organisations, anywhere in the
world. Controversially, for the first time, the EU will be able to provide the armed forces of partner countries with
infrastructure and equipment, including weapons. Several non-governmental organisations (NGOs) have warned that
the new facility risks fuelling conflict and human rights abuses around the world. They warn that this could exacerbate
violence and arms proliferation, and fuel the very dynamics the EPF seeks to address. By contrast, practitioners
believe the facility will ensure that the EU is taken seriously as a security provider and is able to maintain its influence
in conflict areas. The Council has called for swift operationalisation of the EPF and has invited Member States and the
High Representative to present proposals for assistance measures.
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During the June | 2021 plenary session, Parliament is due to hold a joint debate on the 'State of the SMEs Union' and
on efforts to reduce the administrative burden on micro-, small and medium-sized businesses (SMEs), in the context of
the recently updated Better Regulation agenda.
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Increasing digitalisation means that public administration at EU and national levels has come to rely on digital
technologies as a means of carrying out their core functions, a process that has been intensified by the pandemic. This
growing reliance on digital technologies, while beneficial, has also increased the risk of cyber-attacks, and key
institutions at EU and national level have recently been targeted by cyber-attacks. During the June | plenary session,
Members of the European Parliament will debate with the Council and the Commission on recent cyber-attacks in the
EU, and discuss the European Union's cybersecurity strategy for the digital decade.

DE, EN, ES, FR, IT, PL

Zdroj : © Evropska unie, 2024 - EP 36


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/EPRS_BRI(2021)690641
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/690641/EPRS_BRI(2021)690641_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/rss/podcast/eprs-policy-podcast/mp3/2021/20210701-european-peace-facility.mp3
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/EPRS_ATA(2021)690633
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/690633/EPRS_ATA(2021)690633_DE.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/690633/EPRS_ATA(2021)690633_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/690633/EPRS_ATA(2021)690633_ES.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/690633/EPRS_ATA(2021)690633_FR.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/690633/EPRS_ATA(2021)690633_IT.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/690633/EPRS_ATA(2021)690633_PL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/EPRS_ATA(2021)690639
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/690639/EPRS_ATA(2021)690639_DE.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/690639/EPRS_ATA(2021)690639_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/690639/EPRS_ATA(2021)690639_ES.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/690639/EPRS_ATA(2021)690639_FR.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/690639/EPRS_ATA(2021)690639_IT.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/690639/EPRS_ATA(2021)690639_PL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/cs/legal-notice

EU Digital Covid Certificate

Druh publikace
Datum

Autor

Oblast

Klicové slovo

Shrnuti

Ve stru¢nosti

Ve stru€nosti

02-06-2021

Niestadt Maria

Cestovni ruch | Doprava | Koronavirus | Prostor svobody, bezpe¢nosti a spravedinosti | Vefejné zdravi

cestujici | cizi statni ob&an | dokumentace | epidemie | informatika | Iékafska diagndza | mezinarodni pravo |
onemocnéni koronavirem | oékovani | pouziti vypodetni techniky | PRAVO | SOCIALNI OTAZKY | socialni vztahy |
vakcina | volny pohyb osob | VZDELAVANI A KOMUNIKACE | zdravi | zprava

On 17 March 2021, the European Commission issued a proposal for a regulation on a 'digital green certificate' to
facilitate the free movement of EU citizens during the pandemic, and an accompanying proposal covering third-country
nationals legally staying or residing in the EU. The certificate includes proof of vaccination, recent Covid 19 test results,
and/or information on the acquisition of antibodies. The European Parliament is expected to vote on the text agreed in
interinstitutional negotiations during its June | plenary session. The certificate is expected to be in use from 1 July
2021.
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The European Social Fund Plus (ESF+) is an important element of the 'cohesion, resilience and values' heading of the
2021-2027 multiannual financial framework (MFF). ESF+ mainly contributes to the policy cluster investing in people,
citizens and values. The European Parliament is expected to vote at second reading during the June | plenary session
on the agreed text resulting from interinstitutional negotiations on the ESF+ regulation.
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Throughout the EU, millions of animals are reared in cages, in conditions that seriously harm their welfare. A European
Citizens' Initiative, 'End the Cage Age', calls on the European Commission to end the practice of keeping animals in
cages and to propose legislation to prohibit their use. In response to this initiative, the European Parliament is
expected to hold a debate on the subject and vote a resolution during its June | plenary session.
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The proposed regulation establishing the Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument
comes under Heading 6, 'Neighbourhood and the World', of the new multiannual financial framework (MFF), which sets
out the main priorities for the European Union's external action from 2021 to 2027. The proposed instrument, which
has a budget of €70.8 billion in 2018 prices, brings together ten separate instruments and funds that existed under the
2014-2020 MFF, as well as the European Development Fund, which has until now been outside the EU general
budget. The European Parliament is expected to vote at second reading during its June | plenary session, on the
agreed text resulting from interinstitutional negotiations.
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- Artificial Intelligence: the real driving force of IoT. - Artificial Intelligence of Things (AloT) incorporates all the
possibilities of Al and IoT, but also all ethical and legal concerns. - Potential advantages and possibilities for EU of
Artificial Intelligence of Things.
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This note presents selected information on the current status of the EU economic governance procedures and related
relevant information in view of an Economic Dialogue with Constantinos Petrides, Cyprus Finance Minister, in the
ECON committee of the European Parliament. The invitation for a dialogue is in accordance with the EU economic
governance framework. The last exchange of views with the Cypriot authorities took place on 25 January 2016.
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EGOQV analysed publicly available information on the corporate governance structures to determine the gender
balance on the boards of the banks in the euro area supervised by the ECB (“significant institutions”), comparing the
situation in 2014 with that in 2020.

The general observation is that, overall, the share of female executive directors has risen in significant banks from
15.3% to 27.4% (see figure 1) and the share of female supervisory directors has increased from 22.3% to 31.7% (see
figure 2, further down); these levels are still quite distant from an equal gender distribution.

Moreover, the differences between the nature of board (executive versus supervisory boards) and between the type of
bank (large versus small) have become smaller. Large banks are, for our purposes, those with assets exceeding EUR
100 bn.

Large differences in the share of female directors persist, though, if the data is grouped at the country level.
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Better Regulation ensures that EU policies and laws are prepared in an open, transparent manner, informed by the
best available evidence and backed by comprehensive stakeholder involvement so that they achieve their objectives at
minimum cost. It is a dynamic agenda that has gradually evolved in the European Commission since the early 2000s.
Today's Better Regulation agenda covers the whole policy cycle. It was shaped under the Juncker Commission
presidency, which formally declared it a priority, with the aim of strengthening the effectiveness, transparency and
accountability of its actions across all policy areas. The comprehensive Better Regulation package of 2015 presented a
strategy, guidelines and a toolbox, and established the Regulatory Scrutiny Board as the Commission's regulatory
oversight body. It also paved the way for the Interinstitutional Agreement on Better Law-Making (IIA-BLM) concluded
by the Commission, Parliament and Council in April 2016, and which, inter alia, defines their respective roles and
responsibilities in the regulatory process. Following a revision in 2017, the Commission took stock of the Better
Regulation agenda in 2019, concluding that in a post-fact world, evidence-based policy-making remains an imperative.
The long-awaited new Commission communication, adopted on 29 April 2021, draws lessons from the Better
Regulation stocktaking review. At the same time, it sets out a policy-making framework that aims at supporting post-
crisis recovery and the twin digital and green transformation, in line with the Commission's intention to advance the
Better Regulation agenda further, with 'future-proof legislation that can stand the test of time'.
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European Union cooperation in the field of education and training has developed in a number of areas that now have
well-established roots. The best-known example is possibly the Bologna Process that led to the establishment of the
European higher education area. The Copenhagen Declaration lent impetus to a process of cooperation in vocational
education and training. This was accompanied by two strategic framework agreements for European cooperation in
education and training (ET2010 and ET2020). The stocktaking on the expiry of the second framework for cooperation —
ET 2020 - revealed some positive trends as the numbers of both young children in early childhood education and of
graduates rose. However, the number of underachieving 15 year-olds remains high and the participation of adults in
learning is low. The European Commission, the Council of the EU and the European Parliament seem to concur that
cooperation in education and training needs to be reinforced. The Commission has set out its vision for a European
education area in three communications, which show that this is still work in progress. The Council, on the other hand,
has endorsed another framework for cooperation up to 2030, which is clearly aimed at supporting the implementation
of such an area. The May 2021 Education Council conclusions give pointers as to how aspects of this area are to be
addressed. The debate in the European Parliament is in its initial phase with the rapporteur noting that, while there is
agreement on the need for a European education area and ongoing cooperation, the European institutions have yet to
adopt a single approach.
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The study demonstrates that the COVID-19 pandemic posed unprecedented challenges to the education and youth
sector, revealing the lack of preparedness, as well as reinforcing structural weaknesses of education delivery
Recommendations are proposed for a robust action at the EU level to foster more resilient education and youth sector
in Europe.
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Shrnuti Georgia is often considered a frontrunner among Eastern Partnership countries. Despite Russia's continued de facto
occupation of one-fifth of the country's territory, until recently Georgia performed relatively well in terms of political
stability, pluralism and economic growth. The country is staunchly pro-Western, with aspirations to join both the EU
and NATO. Like Ukraine and Moldova, Georgia signed an association agreement with the EU in 2014. The agreement
envisages a free trade area, as well as economic and political reforms that will result in far-reaching integration
between Georgia and the EU. Despite this overall positive picture and Georgia's close partnership with the EU, there
are many concerns about the country's progress towards democracy and the rule of law. Problems are highlighted by a
political crisis, which escalated in November 2020 after opposition politicians claimed that the ruling Georgian Dream
party had rigged parliamentary elections, and decided to boycott the parliament. The crisis reflects the longer-standing
issue of excessive concentration of power, weakening many of the checks and balances that are necessary for a
healthy democracy. Despite reform efforts, institutions that are supposed to be independent of the executive have
become subservient to the often opaque interests of the ruling party. EU mediation is helping to resolve the stand-off
between government and opposition, but the political landscape is still highly polarised.
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Shrnuti A year and a quarter after the Covid-19 pandemic first broke out, the disease continues to wreak havoc in many
countries around the world. The process of vaccination continues at varying speeds across the globe, but with a clear
discrepancy between rich and poor countries. Significant pressure is being applied by NGOs, international institutions
and a number of national governments to help poor countries with vaccinations, notably because of actual or potential
dangerous mutations of the coronavirus. Meanwhile, the EU institutions are close to finalising a 'digital green
certificate' to facilitate safe and free movement between Member States, by providing proof that a person has either
been vaccinated against Covid-19, received a negative test result, or recovered from the disease and carries
antibodies. This note offers links to recent commentaries, studies and reports from international think tanks on the
coronavirus and related issues. More studies on the topics can be found in a previous edition in this series, published
in February 2021.
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Shrnuti Following the forced landing of a Ryanair flight by Belarusian authorities on 23 May, Belarus became the central topic
on the first day of the special European Council meeting of 24-25 May 2021. EU leaders strongly condemned the
'unprecedented and unacceptable incident', and were united in imposing further sanctions on Belarus. As regards
Russia, the European Council reconfirmed the five principles guiding the EU's policy since 2016 and asked the High
Representative and the European Commission to present a 'report with policy options' by June 2021. On EU-UK
relations, EU leaders called on the European Commission to continue to monitor closely the implementation of the two
agreements concluded with the UK. On foreign affairs, they also discussed the situations in the Middle East and in
Mali, as well as the forthcoming EU-US summit. The leaders' primary focus on the second day was the fight against
the coronavirus pandemic, with the European Council calling for rapid implementation of the EU Digital Covid
Certificate, the revision of the Council Recommendation on travel within the EU by mid-June 2021 and accelerated
global access to coronavirus vaccines. Finally, regarding climate policy, despite renewed support for the 2030 and
2050 climate targets, diverging views on national efforts to achieve the objectives set remained apparent.
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This briefing provides an initial analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the European Commission's impact
assessment (IA) accompanying the above-mentioned communication on the new EU strategy on adaptation to climate
change (new adaptation strategy), which aims to realise the 2050 vision of a climate-resilient EU. The IA was
published on 24 February 2021 and was subsequently referred to the European Parliament's Committee on
Environment, Pubic Health and Food Safety (ENVI). The Commission's communication builds on Article 4 of the
proposal for a European climate law regulation, which requires the Member States and the EU to enhance their
adaptive capacity, strengthen their resilience and reduce their vulnerability to climate change. The new EU adaptation
strategy was first announced in the European Green Deal communication in December 2019. The European
Parliament welcomed the new strategy as a key component of the EU's climate policy in its resolution of 17 December
2020 and called for a renewed and improved focus on climate adaptation. The Council, meanwhile, repeatedly
stressed the need for further action on adaptation, most recently in January 2020. The new strategy on adaptation to
climate change is part of the 2021 Commission work programme.
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On 1 May 2021, the Trade and Cooperation Agreement (TCA) between the European Union (EU) and the United
Kingdom (UK) entered into force, having been provisionally applied since 1 January 2021. One of the areas covered by
the TCA, in its Part Three, is security cooperation between EU and UK law enforcement and judicial authorities in
criminal matters. The 13 titles under Part Three contain extensive provisions aimed at enabling the continuation of
information exchange, including personal data, between competent authorities in the UK and the EU Member States,
as well as cooperation related to the surrender of wanted persons. Part Three also provides for close links with Europol
and Eurojust, the EU's agencies for, respectively, law enforcement and criminal justice cooperation, although limited by
the UK's third-country status. Rules on exchange of information related to criminal records, on mutual legal assistance,
on freezing and confiscation of criminal property, as well as on fighting money laundering and terrorist financing, are
also covered by Part Three of the TCA. A specific political mechanism will be relied on to settle disputes. While
enabling unprecedented cooperation between the EU and the UK as a third country, the TCA reduces the UK's access
to EU databases and marks a return to divergence, especially as the agreement excludes the jurisdiction of the EU
Court of Justice. In addition, the disapplication of the mutual recognition principle and of the EU Charter of
Fundamental Rights in relation to the UK brings the challenge of maintaining mutual trust in security cooperation to the
fore. In this context, the conditionality linking suspension or termination of Part Three to UK respect of its commitments
to fundamental rights, including under the European Convention on Human Rights, as well as in relation to personal
data protection, has been welcomed by many.
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The UN Convention against Corruption — the only legally binding international instrument for fighting corruption — was

adopted by the UN General Assembly (UNGA) in 2003. Although it has been ratified by the vast majority of the states

in the world, serious implementation gaps persist to this day. The harmful impact of corruption on human rights and on
the implementation of the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development has been widely recognised. In this context,

the UNGA is to hold its first special session on corruption on 2-4 June 2021.
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In June 2018, the European Commission proposed a budget of €16 billion to finance EU space activities during the
2021-2027 period. The majority of this would be allocated to Galileo and EGNOS, the EU's global and regional satellite
navigation systems; around a third would be allocated to Copernicus, the EU's Earth Observation programme; and the
remainder would be earmarked for security, such as the Space and Situational Awareness (SSA) programme and the
new Governmental Satellite Communication initiative (GOVSATCOM) to support border protection, civil protection and
humanitarian interventions. The main aims of the new space programme are to secure EU leadership in space
activities, foster innovative industries, safeguard autonomous access to space and simplify governance. The European
Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) Agency will be transformed into a new EU Agency for the Space
Programme. In April 2019, after trilogue meetings, Parliament and Council reached a partial agreement on the
programme, which was later incorporated by the Parliament in its first-reading position. The agreement covered most
of the programme content but not the budget, relations with third countries, or operational security. Further trilogue
negotiations, alongside the conclusion of MFF negotiations, helped to secure a comprehensive political agreement on
16 December 2020. The EU space programme will have a total budget of €14.8 billion. The agreed text was then
adopted by the Council and Parliament in April 2021. Third edition of a briefing originally drafted by Cemal Karakas.
The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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The coronavirus pandemic has accentuated the call for global solidarity and increased the need for health care and
social support in the Western Balkans. The EU's response has included the 'Team Europe' facility, but also specific
initiatives for the Western Balkans. In addition to the EU co-funded Covax facility, the most recent proposal by the
European Commission and Austria, announced in April 2021, confirmed the delivery of some 651 000 vaccines to the
region, where the EU is competing with other global actors, such as Russia and China.
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This EPRS paper analyses progress in attaining the policy agenda set out by Ursula von der Leyen, President of the
European Commission, and her College of Commissioners when they took office in December 2019. It looks in
particular at the state of play in respect of delivery on the six key priorities asserted at that time and at how they have
since been affected by the impact of the coronavirus crisis. The evidence so far suggests that, rather than undermine
their original agenda or knock it badly off course, the Commission has been able to use the momentum of events to
assert the increased relevance of their priorities — especially in the climate action and digital fields — and to
operationalise them further through the €750 billion 'Next Generation EU' (NGEU) recovery fund. Concretely, EPRS
finds that of the nearly 400 legislative and non-legislative initiatives foreshadowed by the von der Leyen Commission
on taking office or since (397), almost half have already been submitted (192). Of these, one in five has already been
adopted (43), while the great majority of the remainder are either proceeding normally in the legislative process (97) or
are clos? to)adoption (26). Conversely, a certain number of proposals are proceeding very slowly or are currently
blocked (26).
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The Energy Efficiency Directive (EED) was adopted in 2012 to promote energy efficiency across the EU and to help
the EU to reach its (at least) 20 % energy efficiency target by 2020. In 2018, the EED was amended as part of the
'Clean energy for all Europeans package'. The amendments included raising the EU energy efficiency target to (at
least) 32.5 %, to be achieved by 2030, among other things. The European Commission plans to submit its proposal for
the revision of the EED in June 2021, with the aim of better adjusting the EED to the European Green Deal objectives
and an increased climate ambition. Improvements will aim to achieve the objective for Europe to become the first
climate-neutral continent, with net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.
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This briefing discusses how free trade agreements (FTAs) can help small- and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). It
provides an overview of the FTAs that the EU has concluded, along with a classification and a discussion of key
provisions on and for SMEs. Several pioneering agreements are studied more closely, including the EU-Japan, EU-
Canada, EU-Mercosur and EU-UK agreements. To conclude, the briefing assesses SME awareness of FTA chapters
and analyses the related benefits.
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The marketing standards for fishery and aquaculture products are covered by the Common Market Organisation
(CMO) Regulation (regulation 1379/2013), one of the pillars of EU’s Common Fisheries Policy (CFP). The marketing
standards for FAPs have remained unchanged for more than 20 years and in 2018 they were submitted to an
evaluation process by the European Commission. The expected outcome is the release of a new legislative proposal
by the first half of 2021, in line with the European Commission's Farm to Fork strategy.
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As the latest wave of the coronavirus pandemic intensifies and some highly infectious new mutations of the virus
spread, a growing number of countries have increased restrictions on travel and some lockdowns have been
intensified. Whilst a series of vaccines are progressively gaining official approval, and their roll-out has started,
pharmaceutical companies struggle with production capacity issues, the effectiveness of the vaccines on mutations is
still uncertain, and a broader debate is opening up on the global fairness of vaccine distribution beyond the ‘first’ world.
This note offers links to recent commentaries, studies and reports from international think tanks on the coronavirus and
related issues. More studies on the topics can be found in a previous edition in this series, published in December
2020.
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In a passionate speech delivered recently at Columbia University in New York, the UN Secretary-General, Antonio
Guterres, described the fight against climate change as the top priority for the 21st century. Furthermore, the election
of Joe Biden as the next President of the United States raises hopes that climate action will now be more coordinated
and ambitious. Meanwhile, the European Union is determined to push ahead with its Green Deal in a package of
measures that aims to radically cut emissions of greenhouse gases while creating jobs in clean industries. The main
objectives of the European Green Deal are for the EU to become climate neutral by 2050, to radically reduce other
types of pollution, help European companies become world leaders in green products, and offer aid to regions affected
by this economic transition. This note offers links to recent commentaries, studies and reports from international think
tanks on the Green Deal and climate issues. More studies on the topics can be found in a previous item from these
series, published in March 2020.
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The Monthly Highlights publication provides an overview, at a glance, of the on-going work of the policy departments,
including a selection of the latest and forthcoming publications, and a list of future events.

regional development, cohesion policy, COVID19, WTO, budget control, budget, economy, international affairs,
international law, Schengen governance, single market, European court of Auditors, energy.
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As the second wave of the coronavirus pandemic appears to be peaking in Europe, governments and citizens are
buoyed by the successful human trials of several vaccines which their producers hope to be able to distribute widely
over the coming months. There is growing expectation that, as these vaccines start to become available to the general
public in coming months, daily life may gradually return to normal, or at least to a ‘new normal’, during the course of
2021. Meanwhile, many regions of the world continue in some form of lockdown to stave off the second wave. The
political debate on health policy is currently focussed not only on priorities for distributing the vaccine in the advanced
economies, such as those of the EU, but on how to make it available to poorer countries too, as scientists underline
that the virus knows no borders. This note offers links to recent commentaries, studies and reports from major
international think tanks on pandemic-related issues. Earlier think tank studies on the issue can be found in the ‘What
Think Tanks are Thinking’ of 10 November.
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This briefing provides a summary of ESMA’s Fast-Track Peer-Review (FTPR), published on 3 November 2020. ESMA
carried out an assessment of the effectiveness of the supervisory response in the financial reporting area by BaFin and
FREP in the context of Wirecard AG fraud case.
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The Monthly Highlights publication provides an overview, at a glance, of the on-going work of the policy departments,
including a selection of the latest and forthcoming publications, and a list of future events.
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kontrola komunikace | ménova ekonomie | ménova politika | onemocnéni koronavirem | organy EU a evropska vefejna

sluzba | roz&ifovani informaci | rozsifovani informaci EU | SOCIALNI OTAZKY | spole¢na zahrani¢ni a bezpe¢nostni
politika | struktura Spole&enstvi | VZDELAVANI A KOMUNIKACE | zdravi | zprava

The Monthly Highlights publication provides an overview, at a glance, of the on-going work of the policy departments,
including a selection of the latest and forthcoming publications, and a list of future events.

EN

Zdroj : © Evropska unie, 2024 - EP 45


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/EPRS_BRI(2020)659386
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/659386/EPRS_BRI(2020)659386_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/IPOL_BRI(2020)659619
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/659619/IPOL_BRI(2020)659619_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/IPOL_ATA(2020)648241
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2020/648241/IPOL_ATA(2020)648241_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/IPOL_ATA(2020)648239
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2020/648239/IPOL_ATA(2020)648239_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/cs/legal-notice

Access to the occupation of road transport operator and to the international road haulage market

Druh publikace

Datum

Autor

Oblast
Klicové slovo

Shrnuti

Briefing

Briefing

07-07-2020

SCORDAMAGLIA Damiano

Doprava | PFijimani pravnich predpist EP a Radou

dokumentace | DOPRAVA | EVROPSKA UNIE | hospodaiska soutéz | novela zakona | nakladni doprava | navrh (EU) |
odborna kvalifikace | organizace dopravy | osobni doprava | PODNIKANI A HOSPODARSKA SOUTEZ | POLITICKY
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The regulations on admission to the occupation of road transport operator and on access to the international road
transport market have been contributing to the functioning of EU road transport and fairer competition between
resident and non-resident hauliers since December 2011. Despite the improvements they have brought to the sector,
persistent shortcomings such as diverging national application of the rules and uneven enforcement called for a
revision of both acts. On 31 May 2017, as part of a 'mobility package', the European Commission adopted a new
proposal to address the main shortcomings affecting the sector, and improve its competitiveness and efficiency. In
June 2018, Parliament's Committee on Transport and Tourism (TRAN) adopted its report. After further debates and
procedural developments, Parliament adopted its first-reading position on 4 April 2019. The Council, on its side,
reached a general approach on this proposal in December 2018, under the Austrian Presidency. After four negotiating
rounds, the Council and Parliament reached a provisional agreement on the proposal on 12 December 2019, which
was approved by Coreper on 20 December. The Council formally adopted its first-reading position on 7 April 2020, and
the TRAN committee recommended on 8 June that Parliament approve it at second reading. The agreed text is thus
due to be voted in plenary in July at second reading. If adopted, this would put an end to three years of debate on a
complex and controversial proposal. Sixth edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages
throughout the legislative procedure.
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Parliament's July plenary session is scheduled to feature a statement by Josep Borrell, High Representative of the
European Union, and a debate on the recently published 'EU Annual Report on Human Rights and Democracy in the
World 2019". The report takes stock of all EU action in 2019 in support of democracy and human rights in the world.
Parliament will subsequently respond with its own report issuing recommendations for the future.
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When preparing the 2021-2027 multiannual financial framework, the European Commission proposed to strengthen
the link between EU funding and respect for the rule of law. To this end, on 3 May 2018, the Commission presented a
proposal for a regulation that would introduce a general rule of law conditionality into the EU's financial rules. Any
Member State where a generalised rule of law deficiency is found could be subject to the suspension of payments and
commitments, reduced funding and a prohibition on concluding new commitments. On 13 November 2019, the
decision of the European Parliament's Budget and Budgetary Control Committees to enter interinstitutional
negotiations on the proposal was announced in plenary. Negotiations will be based on Parliament's first-reading
position adopted in plenary in April 2019. Parliament's main amendments are concerned with the definition of
generalised deficiencies, procedural issues (the panel of independent experts and the need to put Parliament on an
equal footing with Council), and with the protection of end beneficiaries of EU funding. The rule of law conditionality
has become an important element of the negotiations on the legislative package for the 2021-2027 MFF and the
Recovery Instrument for the aftermath of the coronavirus pandemic. Second edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress'
briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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This preliminary European Added Value Assessment provides a comparison of the main features of the methodologies
proposed by the European Parliament and the Commission on monitoring compliance with EU values. It reveals that
though the Commission has made a significant step towards Parliament's position, four key differences in their
approach remain. These notably relate to what is assessed, by whom and which follow-up is to be provided. The
Parliament calls for an interinstitutional agreement in accordance with which a Panel of Independent Experts should
assess the state of democracy, the rule of law and fundamental rights in the Member States. Based on this Report the
Parliament and national parliaments as well the Council should be able to recommend follow up action to the
Commission in terms of monitoring and enforcement. The Commission takes a more limited analysis of the rule of law
into its own hands, relying on a network of Member State contact points. In view of its prerogatives, the Commission
does not wish to be bound to a certain follow up.
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As part of the third 'Europe on the move' package of measures, on 27 May 2018, the European Commission presented
a proposal for a regulation on type-approval requirements for motor vehicles and their trailers, as regards their general
safety and the protection of vehicle occupants and vulnerable road users. The regulation is part of the EU's efforts to
halve the number of fatal and serious injuries in road crashes between 2020 and 2030. It will introduce a number of
advanced vehicle safety features that passenger cars, vans, buses and trucks will have to have as standard equipment
in order to be sold on the internal market. These include intelligent speed assistance, alcohol interlock installation
facilitation, driver drowsiness and attention warning, emergency stop signal, reversing detection and event data
recorder. Additional requirements will apply to specific vehicle groups, such as vulnerable road user detection for
buses and trucks. The new regulation, adopted by the co-legislators in 2019 and signed on 27 November 2019, will
replace three current type-approval regulations as of July 2022: the General Vehicle Safety Regulation, the Pedestrian
Protection Regulation and the Hydrogen-powered Motor Vehicles Regulation.
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This Briefing, published by the European Parliamentary Research Service, is designed to provide key facts and figures
about the European Parliament, both in the 2019 to 2024 parliamentary term now starting - and in the eight previous
terms since direct elections were introduced in June 1979. It includes graphics of various kinds which: « detail the
composition of the European Parliament now and in the past; * trace the increase in the number of parties represented
in the EP and evolution of political groups; * chart the rise in the number of women sitting in the Parliament;  explain
the electoral systems used in the 2019 elections to the Parliament across the Member States; « show how turnout in
European elections compares with that in national elections; * summarise the activity of the Parliament in the current
and previous five-year terms; * outline the composition of the Parliament's committees and governing bodies. The
Briefing will be updated regularly over the coming term to take account of latest developments.
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The rapid development of digital technologies is posing a challenge to the European Union, spurring initiatives to catch
up with the US and China in the area, notably in the context of the digital single market. Among the dilemmas are how
to reconcile Europe’s sensitivity towards protecting private data with the need to use them in many algorithms, and
ensure that automation and artificial intelligence strengthen rather than weaken labour market participation. This note
offers links to a series of some recent commentaries and reports from major international think tanks and research
institutes on digital challenges. Many earlier papers on the issue can be found in a previous item in the series,
published in July 2018. Many reports on cybersecurity are available in a publication from October 2018.
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Europeans are ageing. In 2016, there were 3.3 people of working-age for each citizen over 65 years. By 2070, this will
fall to only two. As the population lives longer, our care needs grow, but fewer people will be available to deliver them.
Could assistive technologies (ATs) help us to meet the challenges of elderly care?
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The British Prime Minister, Boris Johnson, has presented a draft text to replace the 'lrish backstop', with the aim of
reaching agreement with the other 27 EU leaders on the United Kingdom's orderly withdrawal from the EU in the
coming weeks. While the UK withdrawal is currently scheduled for 31 October, the UK Parliament has adopted
legislation obliging Johnson to seek a delay in that date, if no deal is reached by 19 October. But with British politics in
turmoil, it remains unclear if the Prime Minister will comply, or, if he does, whether the EU will agree. Economists warn
that the UK's disorderly departure from the EU is likely to have damaging consequences for supply chains in trade and
production, transport, the supply of medicines and many other areas. This note offers links to a series of most recent
commentaries and reports from major international think tanks and research institutes on Brexit.
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The United Nations’ Secretary-General, Antonio Guterres, will convene a special summit on climate change on 23
September, during the annual session of the UN General Assembly in New York. The meeting, entitled ‘Climate Action
Summit 2019: A race we can win, a race we must win’, is meant to encourage world leaders to do more to limit
emissions of greenhouse gases responsible for global warming. Guterres has said the meeting will seek to challenge
states, regions, cities, companies, investors and citizens to step up action in the areas of energy transition, climate
finance and carbon pricing, industry transition and nature-based solutions. This note offers links to a series of recent
commentaries and reports from major international think tanks and research institutes on climate change and ways to
mitigate it. Earlier reports on trade can be found in a previous edition of 'What Think Tanks are thinking' published in
April 2019.
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Facebook’s envisaged cryptocurrency project Libra may enable a way of more connected, digital banking. However, it
also triggered a debate around the added value of cryptocurrencies. What would change for banks, businesses and
consumers with the new digital currency?
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The escalating trade conflict between the United States (US) and China has dampened economic growth in the
European Union and other regions of the world, analysts say, and poses a further question mark over the continuity of
the post-Cold War rules-based order. The EU is seeking to position itself as a defender of the multilateral rules-based
system in the context of growing economic nationalism. The EU will need to coordinate closely its trade and climate
policies, and think clearly about how best to defend its economic interests in the challenging new geopolitical
environment facing the incoming European Commission. This note offers links to a series of recent commentaries and
reports from major international think tanks and research institutes on international trade policy. More reports on trade
can be found in a previous edition of 'What Think Tanks are thinking' published in June 2018.
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The European Union faces numerous challenges, both short and long-term, as it prepares to choose the new
executive, a European Commission for the next five years, following elections to the European Parliament in May
2019. The most immediate task is for European Commission President-elect, Ursula von der Leyen, to put together a
college of Commissioners and secure its approval by the European Parliament. The EU is also engaged in difficult
talks on the terms of the United Kingdom’s withdrawal from the EU, currently due on 31 October. On the economic
front, the EU needs to deal with the fallout of a trade conflict between the United States and China, and to boost its
competitiveness, as the two other global powerhouses swiftly pursue the digitalisation of their economies. In the face of
political volatility in the US, Europe should also consider enhancing its defence capabilities. Last, but not least, the
Union must deliver on its pledge to remain the world’s leader in efforts to fight climate change. This note brings
together recent commentaries, analyses and studies by major international think tanks and research institutes on
challenges facing the EU. More papers analysing the outcome of the European Elections can be found in a previous
edition of ‘What Think Tanks are Thinking’, published in July.
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To facilitate the parliamentary scrutiny work, the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (including its Banking
Union Working Group) has drawn on external experts to provide briefings on topics of relating to both the SSM and
SRM. Prior to December 2015, experts had been requested on an ad-hoc basis, while thereafter, ECON could draw on
expertise from two standing panels of experts, one panel for supervisory issues, the other for questions related to bank
resolution. Topics for the panel of experts to be provided in advance of each public hearing are chosen by ECON
Coordinators. Since their inception, the two standing panels have in total provided 56 concise written briefing papers
on 20 different topics.
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On 23-26 May, 2019, European Union citizens elected a more fragmented European Parliament than its predecessor,
with the two main political groups — the European People’s Party and the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and
Democrats losing some ground, and the Liberals, now known as Renew Europe, and the Greens/European Free
Alliance strengthening their representation. Gains made by Eurosceptic and populist groups proved more limited than
had been predicted. This note brings together commentaries, analyses and studies by major international think tanks
and research institutes on the European elections and their aftermath.
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The special European Council agreed on a package of EU high-level appointments including, the German Defence
Minister, Ursula von der Leyen (Germany) as candidate for the office of European Commission President. The Prime
Minister of Belgium, Charles Michel, was elected as incumbent European Council President. Josep Borrell (Spain) was
nominated for High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and Christine Lagarde (France)
for President of the European Central Bank.
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What if blockchain revolutionised voting? What if your emotions were tracked to spy on you? And what if we genetically
engineered an entire species? Science and policy are intricately connected. Via monthly 'What if' publications, the
Scientific Foresight Unit (STOA; part of the European Parliamentary Research Service) draws Members of the
European Parliament's attention to new scientific and technological developments relevant for policy-making. The unit
also provides administrative support to the Panel for the Future of Science and Technology (STOA), which brings
together 25 Members from nine different parliamentary committees who share a strong interest in science and
technology in the context of policy-making.
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The common European value added tax (VAT) system was set up in 1967, and reformed in 1993, to adapt it to the
entry into force of the European Union (EU) internal market. The existing rules governing intra Community trade were
therefore intended to be transitory. While VAT has become an important source of revenue for both national
governments and the EU budget, the current system is ill-adapted to the challenges of a modern economy. A
substantial review was initiated as from 2016, to update the EU VAT system and make it less vulnerable to fraud, as
described in the April 2016 VAT action plan. The proposal, adopted on 25 May 2018, would amend the VAT Directive
(Directive 2006/112/EC), to introduce detailed technical measures for the definitive VAT system for intra-EU business
to business (B2B) trade in goods. The present proposal follows and complements the adoption of Council Directive
(EU) 2018/1910 on 4 December 2018. The Parliament adopted its position on the proposal on 12 February 2019; the
Council has yet to finalise its position. Third edition of a briefing originally drafted by Ana Claudia Alfieri, and
subsequently updated by Laura Puccio. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages
throughout the legislative procedure.
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In November 2017, the European Commission adopted a legislative proposal to fully apply key provisions of the 2009
Gas Directive to gas pipelines between the European Union (EU) and third countries. Member States would need to
cooperate with third countries to ensure full compliance with EU rules. The revised directive was seen by many
observers as a part of the broader EU response to the Gazprom-led Nord Stream 2 project, which the European
Commission publicly opposes. The Parliament adopted its position on the gas directive in plenary on April 2018,
whereas the Council adopted its general approach on 8 February 2019. This was swiftly followed by a single trilogue
meeting on 12 February 2019 at which the EU institutions reached a provisional agreement. The agreed text was later
formally adopted by Parliament and Council, and entered into force on 23 May 2019. Fourth edition. The ‘EU
Legislation in Progress’ briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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The food supply chain ensures that food and drink products are delivered to the public. It affects all consumers in the
EU. The final price paid by the consumer is impacted by the number of participants in the food supply chain. While the
single market has brought benefits to operators in the supply chain through more market opportunities and a larger
customer base, it has also brought challenges. Structural changes have occurred, leading to different levels of
bargaining power and imbalances between actors in the chain. The abuse of such differences may lead to unfair
trading practices. To strengthen the position of smaller operators (farmers) in the food supply chain, in April 2018 the
European Commission proposed a new directive on unfair trading practices. Trilogue discussions began in October
2018 after a successful vote in plenary. The final agreed text was adopted by both Parliament and Council at first
reading, and signed on 17 April. Member States must now incorporate its provisions into national law, and apply them
by 1 November 2021.
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Cross-border payments are crucial for the integration of the EU economy, and play an important role in ensuring that
citizens and enterprises from all EU Member States enjoy the same rights offered by the single market. Since the
introduction of the euro, the EU has launched various initiatives to reduce the cost of cross-border transactions, among
them a set of single euro payments area (SEPA) standards, regulations on cross-border payments, and the Payment
Services Directives. Nevertheless, cross-border euro payments made in non-euro-area Member States are still subject
to high fees. Furthermore, when paying with a card or making an ATM withdrawal in a country using a currency other
than the euro, it is almost impossible to know exactly how much it is going to cost. On 28 March 2018, the European
Commission presented a proposal for a regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 924/2009 on cross-border payments.
Working through the legislative process, Parliament and Council reached agreement on an amended text, published in
the Official Journal on 19 March 2019. The new regulation will make cross-border payments in euros cheaper across
the entire EU, while also bringing more transparency to currency-conversion practices. Second edition. The ‘EU
Legislation in Progress’ briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) celebrates its 70th anniversary in April 2019, proud of its survival,
durability and strong role in ensuring peace, notably during the Cold War. However, analysts and politicians stress that
the military alliance must work hard to keep pace with a changing environment and the new challenges of the 21st
century, both geo-strategic and technological. Another major test is the uncertain commitment to NATO of Donald
Trump, the current President of the United States. This note offers links to commentaries and studies on NATO and
European defence by major international think tanks. Earlier papers on European defence, focused on a planned US
withdrawal from the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty, can be found in a previous edition of 'What
Think Tanks are Thinking', published in February 2019.
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The proposed new EU regulation on the protection of persons reporting on breaches of Union law covers a broad
swathe of EU law, including money laundering, corporate taxation, data protection, protection of the Union's financial
interests, food and product safety, environmental protection and nuclear safety. Parliament is due to vote on approving
a compromise text on the proposal during the final plenary session of this term.
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On 17 April 2019, Indonesia, the world's largest Muslim country and third largest democracy (190 million voters), will
hold presidential, parliamentary, regional and local elections. Incumbent President, Joko Widodo, is expected to win
comfortably and retain a parliamentary majority. The only other presidential candidate is 2014 runner-up Prabowo
Subianto, forecast to lose by a bigger margin than in 2014.

EN

Enabling SMEs' access to capital markets

Druh publikace

19-04-2024

Datum

Autor

Oblast
Klicové slovo

Shrnuti

Briefing

Briefing

09-04-2019

ZACHARIADIS IOANNIS AGAMEMNON
Ekonomika a ménové zaleZitosti

dokumentace | druhy podniki | EKONOMIKA | emise cennych papirt | EVROPSKA UNIE | financovani a investice |
FINANCNICTVI | finanéni nastroj | hospodarska situace | hospodarsky rast | investiéni spolednost | kapitalovy trh |
kotovani na burze | malé a stfedni podniky | navrh (EU) | obligace | ochrana investic | PODNIKANI' A HOSPODARSKA
SOUTEZ | pravni predpisy Evropske unie | volny pohyb kapitalu | VZDELAVANI A KOMUNIKACE | zaginajici podnik |
zprava | uvéroveé a finanéni instituce

Making it easier for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) to access financing through public markets lies at the
heart of the capital markets union — the plan to mobilise capital in Europe. Among the various reasons for going ahead
with this union is the fact that existing requirements and listing costs in both regulated and multilateral trading venues
continue to be disproportionate to the size and level of sophistication of SMEs. To further respond to this situation, the
Commission has proposed adopting a regulation to address the administrative burden placed on SMEs when listing or
issuing equity and bonds, with the aim to increase liquidity on SME growth markets. The latter are a new category of
multilateral trading facilities, which was established under the Markets in Financial Instruments Directive Il. To this end,
the proposal provides for targeted amendments to two key pieces of financial services legislation, namely the Market
Abuse Regulation (MAR) and the Prospectus Regulation. Following interinstitutional negotiations the co-legislators
reached a provisional agreement on the proposal on 6 March 2019, and this is due to be voted in Parliament during the
April Il plenary session.
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The United Nations Secretary General, Antonio Guterres, on 28 March urged governments worldwide to come to the
UN summit on climate in September 2019 with concrete plans to boost action against global warming. The call
followed the publication of the annual report on climate change by the World Meteorological Organization, which
warned about the dire consequences of the continued rise of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. In the same
month, hundreds of thousands of students and pupils in 120 countries have sought to draw politicians’ attention to
climate change by walking out of classes to stage repeated street protests. This note brings together commentaries,
analyses and studies by major international think tanks and research institutes on climate talks and wider issues
relating to climate change. Earlier publications on the issue can be found in a previous edition of 'What Think Tanks
are Thinking' published in November 2018.
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Innovation in the economy is a priority for the European Union, vital to its competitiveness globally, and for growth and
jobs. The EU is implementing a number of policies and programmes that support innovation, through increased
investment in research and development, and to better convert research into improved goods and services. Yet,
according to many analysts, despite the roll-out of numerous pro-innovation initiatives, the EU is still lagging behind the
United States and China both on innovation and in relation to the related digitalisation process. This note offers links to
recent commentaries, studies and reports from major international think tanks on innovation in the EU and related
issues. More papers on innovation, notably on the digital economy, can be found in a previous item in this series.
published in July 2018.
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The run-up to the European Parliament elections on 23-26 May has intensified debate about the state of the European
Union, the challenges it faces and the reforms needed, both to strengthen its resilience and to enhance its international
role. Many analysts focus on the rise of anti-establishment movements and a perceived divide between the east and
west of the Union regarding adherence to EU values and the rule of law. Some others discuss whether the EU should
have more competence in areas such as defence, international relations, migration and taxation. This note offers links
to reports and commentaries from some major international think-tanks and research institutes on the state of the
Union, proposed reforms and other issues being discussed ahead of the European elections. Studies and
commentaries on Brexit can be found in a previous item in the series. Papers on economic challenges faced by the EU
and the euro area are available in still another. Some further analyses on the European elections can be found in a
‘What think tanks are thinking’ published in January.
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Ukraine will hold presidential elections on 31 March, five years after the Maidan protests resulted in the impeachment
of pro-Kremlin President Viktor Yanukovich, setting the country on a course to deepen ties with the West. Russia
reacted by launching a hybrid war against Ukraine, which resulted in the illegal annexation of the Crimean peninsula in
March 2014, and in military aggression in eastern Ukraine. The outcome of the ballot is uncertain, but the new leader is
expected to continue the efforts of incumbent President Petro Poroshenko to deepen relations with the European
Union and NATO, and continue the country's reform process, including anti-corruption measures. A record 44
candidates are contesting the election, with actor and political novice Volodymyr Zelenskiy holding the lead in opinion
polls, followed by Poroshenko and former prime minister, Yulia Tymoshenko. If no candidate secures an absolute
majority in the first round, the top two contenders will face each other in a run-off on 21 April. This note offers links to
recent commentaries, studies and reports from major international think tanks on the situation in Ukraine.
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The European Union held its first ever summit with the Arab League in February, highlighting the growing importance
of the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) in tackling problems such as security, terrorism, migration and energy
supply. At their meeting in the Egyptian resort of Sharm el-Sheikh, more than 40 leaders from the two blocs discussed
issues ranging from ways to fight poverty and reducing irregular migration to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, instability in
Libya and wars in Syria and Yemen. The summit's declaration called for stronger economic and political cooperation as
well as efforts to support the multilateral, rules-based international order. This note offers links to recent commentaries
and reports by major international think tanks on the general problems found within the region and some specific
countries. More reports on the region can be found in a previous edition of 'What Think Tanks are Thinking' published
in October 2017. The issue of Iran will be discussed in one of the forthcoming issues of the series.
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The situation in Venezuela appears to be approaching a tipping-point, as President Nicolas Maduro faces growing
international and domestic pressure to relinquish power to National Assembly leader and self-proclaimed acting
President Juan Guaidé. The latter is recognised by many Western countries as the legitimate interim leader of the oil-
rich Latin American country, which has seen its economy undermined by mismanagement and corruption. Maduro,
political heir to Hugo Chavez, is backed by China, Russia and the country’s military. He has recently ordered troops to
block the opposition’s US-backed attempt to bring in aid to the country, leading to violent clashes. To date, some 3.4
million Venezuelans have left the country to escape the crisis. The European Parliament has already adopted a non-
binding resolution that recognised Juan Guaidé as the legitimate interim President of Venezuela. This note offers links
to recent commentaries, studies and reports from major international think tanks on the situation in Venezuela .
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The United States has announced its withdrawal from the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty, sparking
fears of a fresh nuclear arms race between Russia, the United States and China. The collapse of the 1987 agreement,
which bans land-based missiles with a range of between 500 kilometres and 5 500 kilometres, has further exacerbated
existing concerns about European security caused by the uncertain commitment of US President Donald Trump to the
NATO military alliance. President Trump’s approach to security, coupled with Russia’s assertive behaviour, have
prompted the European Union to put forward initiatives to increase its military capabilities. President Trump started a
six-month process of withdring from the Treaty in February 2019, blaming the decision on Russian violations. Hopes
are not high that an agreement can be negotiated during this period. Furthermore, during the 2019 Munich Security
Conference, German Chancellor Angela Merkel called on China to join the INF Treaty, but China has argued that this
would place unfair limits on its military, and refused. This note offers links to commentaries and studies on the collapse
of the INF Treaty, and on European defence. Earlier papers on defence can be found in a previous edition of ‘What
Think Tanks are Thinking’, published in July 2018.
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The euro marked its 20th anniversary in January 2019, as debates continued about the single currency's track-record
and the shape of future reform. When the 11 original members of the euro area irrevocably fixed their exchange rates
in 1999, and transferred authority over their monetary policies to the European Central Bank, the currency's advocates
hailed the move as the crowning achievement of European integration. Whilist some economists have blamed the euro
area's one-size-fits-all approach to interest rates for weakening growth and increasing economic divergences between
certain countries, others have pointed to the euro's role in underpinning the single market as well as offering resilience
to Europe in withstanding the 2008-2009 financial crisis and its aftermath. Opinion polls shows the euro continues to
be popular among citizens. This note brings together commentaries, analyses and studies by major international think
tanks and research institutes on the euro's merits, its future and related issues. Earlier publications on the topics can
be found in a previous edition of the series published in November 2018, PE 630.268.
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Money laundering through real estate transactions integrates black funds into the legal economy while providing a safe
investment. It allows criminals to enjoy assets and derived funds having camouflaged the origin of the money used for
payment. A number of techniques are used, namely cash or opaque financing schemes, overvalued or undervalued
prices, and non-transparent companies and trusts or third parties that act as legal owners. Among the possible
indicators are geographical features (such as the distance between the property and the buyer and their actual
geographical centre of interest). In order to assess the existence of a money-laundering risk, concrete assessments of
transactions and a customer's situation provide indications that help raise red flags and trigger reporting obligations.
The anti-money-laundering recommendations set out by the international Financial Action Task Force (FAFT) are
implemented in the European Union (EU) by means of coordinated provisions (chiefly the Anti-money-laundering
Directive). Customer due diligence and reporting of suspicious transactions are tools to address money laundering.
Real estate transactions involve both non-financial and financial sector parties operating under different legal
requirements. Yet, reporting of suspicious transactions in real estate is limited, leaving ample room for improvement.
Improvement is all the more necessary inasmuch as money laundering in general, and in the real estate sector in
particular, has a major socio-economic impact, the magnitude of which is difficult to quantify. Awareness is however
growing as a result not least of high profile examples of money laundering through real estate in a number of EU cities.
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Since May 2018, European Union governments and the European Parliament have been negotiating the next long-
term budget for the bloc, the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) for 2021-2027, in a bid to secure sufficient
resourses for new priorities such as security, defence and migration, and to respond in a realistic way to the financial
consequences of the UK’s withdrawal from the EU. In November 2018, the Parliament approved its negotiating
position, seeking, among other proposals, more funds for youth, research, growth and jobs, as well as security,
migration and tackling climate change. Conditions proposed by the European Commission that would make the
availability of EU funds dependent on respect for the rule of law and EU values are also being discussed. This note
offers links to a selection of recent commentaries, studies and reports from some of the major international think tanks
and research institutes, which discuss the EU's long-term budget and related reforms. More reports on this topic are
available in a previous edition of ‘What Think Tanks are Thinking’, published in June 2018.
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The 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development offers a unique framework for transformative pathways towards
sustainability worldwide. The 2030 Agenda also requires a paradigm shift in governance, - at and between all levels.
This study examines the governance frameworks put in place for SDG implementation in all EU Member States, and
the resulting country fiches constitute the first comprehensive comparative overview of these. The study also provides
an overview of the developments at EU level and has a special focus on the role of parliaments in implementing
Agenda 2030.

Our analysis shows that EU Member States are integrating SDGs into national strategies. While Member States have
taken steps to enhance horizontal policy coordination, there is a continuing need for better mainstreaming
sustainability. Member States innovate with SDG budgeting, science-policy interface, and stakeholder participation
mechanisms for making these strategies more operational. Parliaments show increasing activity on the SDGs and the
EP could benefit from enhanced collaboration. The EU could learn from and support these initiatives. Dynamising the
multi-level governance bears a great potential for sustainable progress for all players and is a requisite to accelerate
SDG implementation at all levels. By capturing the two-level character of SDG implementation at the EU and the
Member State level, the study contributes to an overarching joint voluntary EU report at the HLPF 2019.
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On 15 January, the House of Commons overwhelmingly rejected the Withdrawal Agreement which the British Prime
Minister, Theresa May, had negotiated with the rest of the European Union, throwing into disarray efforts to ensure the
country’s orderly exit from the bloc. However, the Prime Minister then survived a no-confidence vote tabled by the
Opposition and later proposed tweaking her deal in a bid to win over rebel Conservative law-makers and the Northern
Irish Democratic Unionist Party, on which her government depends for its majority. British and European politicians are
weighing various options as to how to proceed. This note offers links to reports and commentaries from some major
international think-tanks and research institutes on Brexit negotiations and related issues. More reports on the topic
can be found in a previous edition of ‘What Think Tanks are thinking’, published in December 2018.
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The 2021-2027 European Maritime and Fisheries Fund is the major financial tool supporting the EU common fisheries
policy (CFP). The new EMFF is focused “on evolution rather than radical changes” - and is supposed to be simpler and
more flexible for the stakeholders involved. The notes on quality, research and analysis of the impact assessment
concluded that the range of options, the scope and analysis of impacts, and the stakeholder consultation seem to be
not always in line with the Better Regulation Guidelines for financial programmes.
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When the European Union endorsed 'gender mainstreaming' as its official policy approach to gender equality, it was
seen as a potentially revolutionary means of accelerating progress and achieving real equality between the sexes. Two
decades on, concerns remain about fragmented implementation across policy areas and institutions at EU and national
levels. The European Parliament regularly assesses its own progress in this area, and a FEMM committee report on
gender mainstreaming in Parliament is scheduled for debate in plenary during January.
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2017 was a year during which the EU saw both progress and setbacks in fundamental rights protection. For example,
while the adoption of the European Pillar of Social Rights was a further step towards more equality, setbacks were
encountered in the area of the independence of the judiciary, the work of civil society organisations and women’s
rights. The Commission, the EU Fundamental Rights Agency and the Parliament regularly monitor the situation of
fundamental rights in the EU. A LIBE committee report on the situation of fundamental rights in 2017 is scheduled for
debate in plenary during January.
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The idea behind the Commission's proposed European Investment Stabilisation Function is to use dedicated financial
means from the EU budget to help Member States stabilise their economies in the event of a major asymmetric shock.
The Commission would borrow on the financial markets and then lend to the country concerned, which would use the
money to finance public investment. Once the crisis was over, the Member State would reimburse the debt. The
Commission hopes the other Member States would agree to subsidise the interest payments incurred. The function
would be limited to euro-area countries, but those that have entered the exchange rate mechanism Il (ERM Il) might
also benefit. The lending would be quasi automatic once statistical data showed an exceptional and steep rise in
unemployment. The dossier has met with considerable opposition at Council level.
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This study examines the existing (and planned) instances of enhanced cooperation (EnC), their institutional set up and
state of play. Our analysis is at this point of time limited to the one EnC case with sufficient implementation record
(EnC in divorce law, applied for more than six years to date). The remaining cases either began very recently (PESCO
in late 2017); are in the preparatory stages (EPPO); are set to start in the near future (2019 for EnC in property regime
rules); have not as yet entered into force (EnC in unitary patent protection awaiting ratification of the UPC Agreement
by DE); or are yet to be agreed upon (FTT).
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In 2017, the European Parliament established a Special Committee on Terrorism to help answer European citizens'
concerns, and in order to focus on the issues related to the fight against terrorism at both EU and national levels. The
committee's report of its findings and recommendations, to be debated during the December plenary session,
assesses possible legislative and practical actions against terrorism in the EU and provides several recommendations,
in particular on cooperation and exchange of information.
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Four years after the signing of the EU-Ukraine Association Agreement (AA) and Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade
Agreement (DCFTA), and two years after their full entry into force, Parliament is now assessing their implementation.

The report of the Committee on Foreign Affairs welcomes a number of positive developments in Ukraine, but also
points to shortcomings. Parliament will debate the issue during its December plenary session.
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Mediation Directive 2008/52/EC defines the procedure of environmental impact assessment. It intends to facilitate
access to alternative dispute resolution mechanisms and to promote the amicable settlement of disputes, while

encouraging the use of mediation. The directive applies to cross-border disputes in civil, including family law, and
commercial matters. This note provides a brief overview of its implementation.
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This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the FEMM Committee, provides an update of a previous study published in 2014. It is meant to
assess to what extent the Women's Rights and Gender Equality Committee (FEMM) of the European Parliament
contributed to the effective implementation of gender mainstreaming in the European Parliament activities between
July 2017 and July 2018.
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This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the Committee on Constitutional Affairs, examines — against a historical backdrop — the legal
provisions governing Enhanced Cooperation as well as the so far very limited number of implemented Enhanced
Cooperation initiatives. Based on these insights, concrete ideas are formulated on how to optimise this ‘standardised
and generalised framework’ of differentiated integration, touching upon questions of efficacy, efficiency and legitimacy.
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US President Donald Trump met North Korean leader Kim Jong-un for a historic summit in Singapore on 12 June
2018. They reached a short agreement that emphasised the North's commitment to 'work toward complete
denuclearisation of the Korean Peninsula’, but provided no details on when Pyongyang would give up nuclear
weapons or how that might be verified. Following the summit, the United States announced it had agreed with South
Korea to suspend all planning on joint military exercises. This note offers links to reports and commentaries from some
major international think-tanks and research institutes on the summit. More reports on North Korea and related issues
can be found in a previous edition of ‘What Think Tanks are thinking’, published just before the summit.
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The European Commission has made proposals for the new long-term budget and on own resources for the European
Union. The Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) for 2021-2027 is slightly bigger than the current MFF, in constant
prices. The budget proposal takes into account the shortfall on the revenue side caused by the UK's withdrawal from
the EU, on the one hand, and the growing need to finance new priorities, on the other. The Commission proposes to
increase funds for such areas as competitiveness, migration and security, and to reduce spending on traditional
policies, such as cohesion and agriculture. For the first time, the Commission proposes to make the availability of
funds dependent on the respect for the rule of law and EU values in recipient countries. This note offers links to a
selection of recent commentaries, studies and reports from some of the major international think tanks and research
institutes, which discuss the EU's long-term budget and related reforms. More reports on the topics are available in a
previous edition of 'What Think Tanks are Thinking', published in March, PE 614.541.
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President Donald Trump announced on 8 May that the United States was withdrawing from the Iran nuclear
agreement, ignoring calls from other signatories to preserve the 2015 deal, which lifted sanctions on Teheran in return
for measures scaling back its nuclear ambitions. The decision paves the way for reinstating US sanctions against Iran,
which will also affect non-US companies doing business with that country. President Trump justified the move by
saying that the deal did not go far enough in removing the threat posed by Iran to the United States and its allies in the
Middle East. This note offers links to reports and commentaries from some major international think-tanks and
research institutes on the Iran nuclear deal and the US decision.
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Member States' success in implementing environmental legislation can be measured through the information they send
to the European Commission (reporting), which is based on the control activities they carry out (monitoring). In its 2018
work programme, the European Commission announced its intention to streamline requirements in this area, as a
follow-up to a Fitness Check on Environmental Monitoring and Reporting (finalised in June 2017).
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Media freedom and pluralism are among the rights and principles enshrined in the European Charter of Fundamental
Rights and in the European Convention on Human Rights, as well as part of the Copenhagen criteria for membership
of the EU, related to democracy and human rights. Despite that, there are currently concerns regarding threats to
media freedom and pluralism in the EU. The own-initiative report on Media Pluralism and Media Freedom in the EU,
due to be voted in plenary in May, aims at contributing towards free and pluralistic media systems across the EU that
play a key role in any democratic society.
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This European added value assessment, prepared for the European Parliament's Committee on Economic and
Monetary Affairs (ECON), analyses the added value of a pan-European pension product, in particular from the taxation
viewpoint. It presents the issues that led to the PEPP proposal being made and provides a short overview of key
stakeholders' opinions and existing studies. Moreover it considers the question of PEPP taxation and the impact of
costs on final pensions. The analysis concludes by identifying the potential European added value that could be
achieved by means of the PEPP proposal.
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Special Reports of the European Court of Auditors - A Rolling Check-List of recent findings
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Evropsky semestr | Finan¢ni a bankovni zalezZitosti | Genderové otazky, rovnost Zzen a muzu a rozmanitost | Hodnoceni
prava a politiky v praxi | Kultura | Lidska prava | Mezinarodni obchod | Ochrana spotfebitell | Politika v oblasti vyzkumu
| Prostor svobody, bezpeénosti a spravedinosti | Provadéni a uplatiiovani pravnich predpisu | Pramysl | Regionalni
rozvoj | Rozpocet | Rozpoctova kontrola | Rozvoj a humanitarni pomoc | Rybolov | Sociélni politika | Vefejné zdravi |
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Shrnuti This rolling check-list presents an overview of the Special Reports of the European Court of Auditors (ECA),
concentrating on those relevant for the 2016 discharge procedure. It strives to link the research topics of the Special
Reports to relevant debates and positions within the European Parliament, including the working documents of the
Committee on Budgetary Control, the work of the specialised parliamentary committees, forthcoming plenary
resolutions and individual questions by Members. This check-list has been prepared by the Ex-Post Evaluation Unit of
the European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS), the EP's in-house research service and think-tank, as part of
its on-going support for parliamentary committees and individual Members in scrutinising the executive in its
implementation of EU law, policies and programmes. The European Parliament is strongly committed to Better Law-
Making, and particularly to the effective use of ex-ante impact assessment and ex-post evaluation throughout the
entire legislative cycle. It is in this spirit that the Parliament has a particular interest in following the transposition,
implementation and enforcement of EU law, and, more generally, monitoring the impact, operation, effectiveness and
delivery of policy and programmes in practice.
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EP | zprava

Shrnuti In May 2018, the European Commission is expected to adopt a proposal on a new Multiannual Financial Framework
(MFF) for the period after 2020, alongside proposals on the reform of the 'own resources' system. Parliament's
Committee on Budgets (BUDG) has adopted an own-initiative report on its position on the future MFF, together with
one on reform of 'own resources'. Due to be debated during the March plenary session, the two texts will set out
Parliament’s perspective on both the revenue and expenditure sides of the EU budget, which it argues should be
treated as a single package in the upcoming negotiations.
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Road infrastructure and tunnel safety
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politika | dopravni sit' | ekonomicka analyza | EKONOMIKA | EVROPSKA UNIE | organizace dopravy | pozemni
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Shrnuti In 2010, the European Commission adopted the road safety programme, aimed at reducing road deaths in Europe by
half in the following decade. Through its strategic objectives, the programme focuses on three main issues: vehicle
safety, the infrastructure safety, and road users' behaviour. The initiatives undertaken within the road safety
programme refer to both EU and national level. In its efforts to improve road safety, the European Union is considering
new measures and activities, as well as reviewing existing legislation. In this context, the European Commission
decided to assess two pieces of legislation dealing with road infrastructure and tunnel safety issues: Directive
2008/96/EC and Directive 2004/54/EC, with a view to analysing whether they are still fit for current realities and needs.
Directive 2008/96/EC requests Member States to put in place and implement 'procedures relating to road safety impact
assessments, road safety audits, the management of road network safety and safety inspections' (Article 1), while
Directive 2004/54/EC aims at ensuring 'a minimum level of safety for road users in tunnels in the trans-European road
network' (Article 1). This implementation appraisal focuses on the evaluation of the two directives, a process that
precedes the European Commission's new proposal, expected early this year.
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During the January plenary session, Parliament is expected to vote on a Commission proposal transposing a series of
measures adopted by the South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organisation (SPRFMO) into EU law for the

first time. The European Union is a contracting party to the SPRFMO, and the binding conservation and management

measures adopted by this organisation must be transposed to become applicable to fishing vessels flying the flag of a
Member State.
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The Ecodesign Directive (2009/125/EC)
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This European Implementation Assessment (EIA) has been provided to accompany the work of the European
Parliament's Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety in scrutinising the implementation of the
directive establishing a framework for the setting of ecodesign requirements for energy-related products ('Ecodesign
Directive'). The EIA consists of an opening analysis and two briefing papers. The opening analysis, prepared in-house
by the Ex-Post Evaluation Unit within EPRS, situates the directive in the EU policy context, provides key information on
implementation of the directive and presents opinions of selected stakeholders on implementation. The paper contains
also short overview of consumers' opinions and behaviour. Input to the assessment was received from CPMC SPRL
and from the Universitat Autbnoma de Barcelona, both in the form of briefing papers: — the first paper gathers the
opinions of EU-level and national stakeholders on successes in, failures of and challenges to the implementation of the
directive and the underlying reasons. Experts from seven Member States were interviewed: Belgium, Denmark,
Germany, the United Kingdom, Poland, Portugal and Finland. These interviews are complemented by a literature
review of available studies, reports and position papers; — the second paper is based on three elements. The first part
presents an analysis of the Ecodesign Directive, ecodesign working plans and related regulations, the second is based
on an analysis of the scientific articles discussing the application of the directive to specific product groups and the
third presents the results of the on-line surveys evaluating the application of the regulations of the directive for selected
product groups.
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The digital content directive was proposed by the European Commission as part of a legislative package, alongside the
online sales directive, to facilitate the development of the internal market for such content. The Council agreed on a
general approach on the proposal on 8 June 2017. This seeks to clarify the relationship between the proposed contract
law rules and the personal data protection regime — an issue which has been hotly debated. Furthermore, it
strengthens the position of consumers with regard to conformity and remedies. As for the Parliament, a draft report
was published in November 2016 by the two co-rapporteurs, who proposed to expand the directive's scope to include
digital content supplied against data that consumers provide passively, while also strengthening the position of
consumers as regards criteria of conformity. Objective criteria would become the default rule, with a possibility to
depart from them only if the consumer's attention were explicitly drawn to the shortcomings of the digital content. Third
edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure. To
view previous editions of this briefing, please see: PE 599.310 (March 2017).

"A more recent edition of this document is available. Find it by searching by the document title at this address:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/home.html"
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Horizon 2020 — the Framework Programme for Research and Innovation (2014-2020) — is the main instrument
financing research and innovation in the European Union and the successor to seven previous Framework
Programmes. It is an ambitious, flexible programme, unique in the world in terms of budget, duration, budgetary
stability and scope. Since 2014 it has supported more than 13 000 projects in more than 130 participating countries
and helped to respond to urgent societal challenges, such as the Ebola crisis.
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European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker’s State of the Union address to the European Parliament, and
the subsequent debate, on 13 September come in the context of the ongoing broader reflection on the future path of
the European Union. This has been intensified by the first-ever withdrawal of a Member State from the Union; although
lamented by most, this is often cited as an opportunity to rebuild the Union on stronger grounds. The debate will
therefore feed into a larger reflection process, to which Parliament contributed three landmark resolutions, launched by
EU-27 leaders in the Rome declaration of 25 March 2017. As announced in President Juncker’s 2016 State of the
Union speech, the Commission published a white paper on the future of Europe, identifying five scenarios for the
further course of the Union. The Commission President has recently pointed to a sixth scenario to be revealed in his
State of the Union speech. The State of the Union debate forms part of the process for the adoption of the annual
Commission Work Programme and thus plays an important role in identifying major political priorities to be agreed in
interinstitutional dialogue. This briefing is an update of an earlier one of September 2016, PE 586.665.
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The 2006 Services Directive requires Member States to notify the European Commission of changes to national rules
on services, providing the EU executive and other Member States with the opportunity to examine potential
incompatibility with EU legislation early in the process. Based on its own assessments and public consultation, the
Commission proposed in January 2017 to reform the current procedure in order to address various shortcomings
identified in the preparatory process. The new procedure seeks to allow intervention by the Commission or other
Member States before the law is adopted. The Council reached its general position in May 2017 proposing a number
of modifications with regard to the scope, timing and requirements concerning the Member States and the
Commission. The rapporteur published his draft report on 19 June 2017 and a deadline for amendments has been set
for 6 September 2017. First edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout
the legislative procedure.
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The European Disability Strategy 2010-2020 (EDS) constitutes a comprehensive multiannual framework for
implementing the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) at EU level. The EDS
and CRPD are thus closely intertwined. Whilst many stakeholders had called for a revision of the EDS, the recent
European Commission progress report suggests instead to maintain the Strategy's objectives for the remaining period.
However, given that the current Strategy ends in 2020, preparation of the future disability framework will need to start
before much longer. This briefing, prepared by the Ex-Post Evaluation Unit of the European Parliamentary Research
Service (EPRS), aims to outline the scope and objectives of the EDS and to analyse its implementation. It has been
drafted in support of the implementation report on the EDS, which is currently being drawn up by the Committee on
Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL) in close consultation with disability organisations, in response to the
Commission’s progress report.

EN

Serbia: 2016 country report

Druh publikace Ve stru€nosti

Datum

Autor

Oblast
Klicové slovo

Shrnuti

Ve struénosti

07-06-2017

LILYANOVA Velina

Zahraniéni véci

dokumentace | ekonomicka geografie | EKONOMIKA | Evropa | EVROPSKA UNIE | GEOGRAFIE | hospodéarska
reforma | hospodaiska struktura | komunikace | korupce | kosovska otazka | mezinarodni bezpe&nost | MEZINARODNI
VZTAHY | nezavislost soudnictvi | ob&anska spolecnost | ochrana mensin | organizace pravniho systému |
organizovany zlo€in | pluralismus medii | politicka geografie | POLITICKY ZIVOT | politicky Zivot a bezpecnost
verejnosti | prava a svobody | pravni pomoc | PRAVO | pfistupové kritérium | Republika Srbsko | SOCIALNI OTAZKY |
socialni vztahy | soudnictvi | soudni reforma | struktura Spoleéenstvi | svoboda projevu | trestni pravo | VZDELAVANI
A KOMUNIKACE | zahrani¢ni politika | zprava

In June 2017, the European Parliament is to vote on a motion for a resolution on Serbia's 2016 country report. It
acknowledges Serbia's progress with EU accession talks and its rigorous reform agenda, and highlights that dialogue
with Pristina and 'rule of law' reforms remain areas for priority action.
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The European Environment Agency (EEA) is an agency of the European Union; it was established in 1993 and has its
seat in Copenhagen. Its main mission is to provide the EU with objective, reliable and comparable information on the
basis of which to conduct environment policy, assess environmental impacts and inform the public about the state of
the environment. The Agency's main clients are the European Commission, the European Parliament and the Council,
as well as its 33 member countries. Its main bodies are the Management Board, which sets the main course, the
Executive Director, who heads the Agency, and the Scientific Committee, which provides advice. The EEA has a
budget of about €50 million and employs about 200 staff. The EEA's work is supported by the European Environment
Information and Observation Network (Eionet), which is made up of European topic centres (consortia of organisations
with expertise in a given area) and about 1 500 experts from national environmental organisations. The work of the
EEA is based on five-yearly multiannual work programmes implemented through annual work programmes. The
Agency's flagship publication is the report on the state and outlook of the European environment (SOER), which
provides an assessment of the European environment, trends and prospects. Regular evaluations of the Agency and
Eionet are programmed to take place every five years. The European Commission is currently carrying out a 'fithess
check' evaluation of the two structures, with conclusions expected by the end of 2017. The European Parliament
recognises the role of the EEA as a provider of information on the environment. It recently issued a series of
recommendations regarding, among other things, transparency, gender balance, indicators and resources.
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This note consolidates the summaries of three external briefing papers on “conduct risk” in the banking sector that
were commissioned by the ECON committee and drafted by the members of the expert panel on banking supervision.
This external briefings form part of the scrutiny of the Banking Union.
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The environmental implementation review (EIR), launched by the European Commission in 2016, aims at providing an
overview of how well Member States are implementing EU environmental law, and at supporting them if necessary.
The review consists of three parts: 28 country reports, a Commission summary of the most common problems, and
suggestions for improvement. The review’s first edition was published in February 2017. It reveals implementation
gaps, in particular, regarding waste management, nature and biodiversity protection, air and water quality, as well as
tackling noise pollution. It also examines governance issues related to implementation gaps, including effectiveness of
administration, compliance assurance as well as access to justice and information. The review identifies structural
problems and governance weaknesses, as well as insufficient coordination and integration, as possible reasons for
inadequate implementation of environmental law. Another important issue is a lack of available data. The briefing also
contains a short description of the OECD environmental review and the European quality of government index.
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Bezpecnost a obrana | Bezpecnost potravin | Demokracie | Doprava | Ekonomika a ménové zalezitosti | Energetika |
Evropsky semestr | Finanéni a bankovni zalezitosti | Genderové otazky, rovnost Zen a muzu a rozmanitost | Hodnoceni
prava a politiky v praxi | Kultura | Lidska prava | Mezinarodni obchod | Ochrana spotfebitel | Politika v oblasti vyzkumu
| Prostor svobody, bezpecnosti a spravedinosti | Provadéni a uplatiiovani pravnich pfedpisu | Pramysl | Regionalni
rozvoj | Rozpocet | Rozpoctova kontrola | Rozvoj a humanitarni pomoc | Rybolov | Socialni politika | Verejné zdravi |
Vnitfni trh a celni unie | Vzdélavani | Zahrani¢ni véci | Zaméstnanost | Zemédélstvi a rozvoj venkova | Zivotni prostfedi

dokumentace | EVROPSKA UNIE | Evropsky parlament | Evropsky Géetni dvir | FINANCNICTVI | organy EU a
evropska vefejna sluzba | rozpodet | rozpodtové absolutorium | VZDELAVANI A KOMUNIKACE | zprava

This rolling check-list presents a comprehensive overview of the European Court of Auditors' (ECA) special reports,
concentrating on those relevant for the 2015 EU discharge procedure. The document seeks to link the topics
discussed by the special reports to the relevant debates and positions within the European Parliament, including
notably the working documents of the Budgetary Control Committee, to the work of the various specialised
parliamentary committees, and to individual Members' questions. It is produced by the Policy Cycle Unit of the
European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS), the Parliament's in-house research service and think-tank, as part
of its on-going support for parliamentary committees and individual Members, helping them to scrutinise the executive
in its implementation of EU law, policies and programmes. The European Parliament is strongly committed to the
concept of better law-making, and particularly to the effective use of ex-ante impact assessment and ex-post
evaluation throughout the whole legislative cycle. It is in this spirit that the Parliament has a particular interest in
following the transposition, implementation and enforcement of EU law, and, more generally, in monitoring the impact,
operation, effectiveness and delivery of policy and programmes in practice.
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Ekonomika a ménové zalezZitosti | Genderové otazky, rovnost Zzen a muzl a rozmanitost | Hodnoceni prava a politiky v
praxi | Politika v oblasti vyzkumu | Provadéni a uplatfiovani pravnich pfedpist | Primysl | Socialni politika

dokumentace | druhy podniktl | ekonomicka geografie | GEOGRAFIE | MEZINARODNI VZTAHY | novinka |
PODNIKANI A HOSPODARSKA SOUTEZ | politika spoluprace | prava a svobody | PRAVO | preshraniéni spoluprace |
rovnost Zen a muz( | rAmcovy program pro vyzkum a vyvoj | soukromy sektor | VZDELAVANI A KOMUNIKACE |
VYROBA, TECHNOLOGIE A VYZKUM | vyzkum a dusevni vlastnictvi | vyzkum a vyvoj | vyzkumna politika EU |
zprava | élensky stat EU

Horizon 2020, the EU framework programme for research and innovation (2014-2020) is aimed at building a society
and an economy based on knowledge and innovation across the Union, while contributing to sustainable development.
The programme supports the implementation of the Europe 2020 strategy and other Union policies, as well as the
achievement and functioning of the European Research Area (ERA). The introduction to this European implementation
assessment (EIA) presents basic information on the implementation of Horizon 2020, including policy on gender
equality and international cooperation. In addition, the annexes contain the input to the EIA received from external
experts, who prepared analyses of the implementation of the three Horizon 2020 priorities: excellent science, industrial
leadership, and societal challenges. The implementation of each priority was analysed from two perspectives: a) a
research and industry perspective prepared by experts from the Centre for Strategy and Evaluation Services (CSES)
and the Centre for Industrial Studies (CSIL); b) economic and financial perspective prepared by experts from the
Europe Economics consortium.
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pravni predpisy Evropské unie | pfislusnost Clenskych statd | rozpoCet EU | SOCIALNT OTAZKY | struktura
Spoledenstvi | VZDELAVANI A KOMUNIKACE | VEDA | zprava | zabavni pramysl

Creative Europe is the only European Union programme that directly targets cultural activities. lts mandatory mid-term
evaluation by the European Commission is due by the end of 2017. The March | plenary will discuss the European
Parliament’s own-initiative report on the programme’s implementation.
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znalosti | PODNIKANI A HOSPODARSKA SOUTEZ | pohledavka | PRAVO | soudnictvi | soudni prikaz | soudni
spoluprace EU v ob&anskych vécech | struktura Spolecenstvi | VZDELAVANI A KOMUNIKACE | zprava

On 17 October 2016, Parliament's Legal Affairs Committee adopted a report on the application of the European Order
for Payment procedure. The report is very critical of the Commission's belated implementation report and looks for the
plenary to call upon the Commission to submit a fresh one.
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The European Parliament will discuss the European Central Bank's (ECB) annual report for 2015 in its first November
plenary, and is due to debate an own-initiative report focusing on monetary policy and on banking supervision activities
in the euro area.
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Klicové slovo dokumentace | ekonomicka analyza | ekonomicka geografie | EKONOMIKA | EVROPSKA UNIE | Evropsky socialni
fond | finance EU | GEOGRAFIE | humanitni védy | jazykova politika | jazykové dovednosti | kultura a nabozenstvi |
kulturni pluralismus | kulturni spoluprace | MEZINARODNI VZTAHY | politika spoluprace | politika vzdélavani | program
EU | propagace kultury | rozpocet EU | SOCIALNI OTAZKY | statistika EU | struktura Spole¢enstvi | VZDELAVANI A
KOMUNIKACE | vzdélavani a vychova | VEDA | zaméstnanost | ZAMESTNANOST A PRACE | zprava | zabavni
primysl | €lensky stat EU

Shrnuti This report presents the different results of the research in the economics of languages that deal with the advantages
and the disadvantages of multilingualism in the economy, in society and in the institutions of the EU. These results
provide a general, albeit admittedly limited, picture of the needs for language policy in the current European
multilingual environment. Against this background, we evaluate the relevance of the general goals and the
recommendations of the European Strategy for Multilingualism (ESM). Further, we summarise the available evidence
of measures and actions carried out by the Commission to implement the ESM, and, where possible, we present data
on their advantages and disadvantages.
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Food contact materials
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parlament | obalovy material | OBCHOD | ochrana spotiebitele | organizace Skolstvi | organy EU a evropska vefejna
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environmentélnich rizik | provadéci pravomoc | pravni predpisy o chemickych latkach | PRUMYSL | SOCIALNI
OTAZKY | spotieba | uvadéni na trh | VZDELAVANI A KOMUNIKACE | zdravi | zdravi vefejnosti | zprava | ZIVOTNI
PROSTREDI

Shrnuti Food is considered to be one of the most important sources of human exposure to chemicals. The safety of materials
coming into contact with food should therefore be carefully evaluated, as chemicals from these can migrate into food.
The European Parliament's Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI) has drafted an
own-initiative report highlighting the problems related to the implementation of the Food Contact Materials Regulation,
and this is due to be debated during the October | plenary session.
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PRAVO | presun obyvatelstva | SOCIALNI OTAZKY | trestni pravo | uprchlik | vyhosténi | VZDELAVANI A
KOMUNIKACE | vybor EP | zprava

Shrnuti In 2014, EU Member States issued almost half a million return decisions to migrants who have no right to enter or stay
on the EU territory. However, only 40% of irregularly staying migrants were actually returned to a non-EU country. Lack
of valid travel documents for returnees is one of the main obstacles for a successful return. In December 2015, the
European Commission put forward a proposal on a European travel document for illegally staying migrants. First-
reading negotiations with the Council have delivered a compromise which now awaits a vote in plenary.
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Shrnuti Since March 2016, the European Parliament’s Committee of Inquiry into Emission Measurements in the Automotive
Sector has been investigating alleged contraventions and maladministration in relation to vehicle emission
measurements. On 13 July 2016, it adopted its interim report, which is due to be discussed in plenary in September
2016.

Ve stru¢nosti DE, EN, ES, FR, IT, PL

19-04-2024 Zdroj : © Evropska unie, 2024 - EP 69


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/IPOL_STU(2016)573460
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2016/573460/IPOL_STU(2016)573460_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/EPRS_ATA(2016)589786
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/589786/EPRS_ATA(2016)589786_DE.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/589786/EPRS_ATA(2016)589786_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/589786/EPRS_ATA(2016)589786_ES.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/589786/EPRS_ATA(2016)589786_FR.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/589786/EPRS_ATA(2016)589786_IT.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/589786/EPRS_ATA(2016)589786_PL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/EPRS_ATA(2016)586644
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/586644/EPRS_ATA(2016)586644_DE.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/586644/EPRS_ATA(2016)586644_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/586644/EPRS_ATA(2016)586644_ES.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/586644/EPRS_ATA(2016)586644_FR.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/586644/EPRS_ATA(2016)586644_IT.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/586644/EPRS_ATA(2016)586644_PL.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/rss/podcast/eprs-plenary-podcast/mp3/2016/illegal-migrants.mp3
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/EPRS_ATA(2016)586648
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/586648/EPRS_ATA(2016)586648_DE.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/586648/EPRS_ATA(2016)586648_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/586648/EPRS_ATA(2016)586648_ES.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/586648/EPRS_ATA(2016)586648_FR.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/586648/EPRS_ATA(2016)586648_IT.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/586648/EPRS_ATA(2016)586648_PL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/cs/legal-notice

Research for CULT Committee - European Strategy on Multilingualism - Policy and Implementation at the

EU Level
Druh publikace
Datum
Externi autor

Oblast
Klicové slovo

Shrnuti

Studie

Studie
15-07-2016

Esther Gutierrez Eugenio and Nick Saville (Cambridge English Language Assessment / Association of Language
Testers in Europe)

Kultura | Vyhledové planovani

dokumentace | ekonomicka geografie | EVROPSKA UNIE | finance EU | GEOGRAFIE | humanitni védy | jazykova
politika | jazykové dovednosti | kultura a nabozenstvi | kulturni pluralismus | kulturni spoluprace | MEZINARODNI
VZTAHY | otevifena metoda koordinace | politika spoluprace | politika vzdélavani | program EU | propagace kultury |
pravni predpisy Evropské unie | rozpoget EU | SOCIALNI OTAZKY | struktura Spoleéenstvi | VZDELAVANI A
KOMUNIKACE | vzdélavani a vychova | VEDA | zaméstnanost | ZAMESTNANOST A PRACE | zprava | zabavni
primysl | ¢lensky stat EU

Multilingualism is at the heart of the European Union. The aim of this paper is to review the work done at EU level
regarding the European Strategy on Multilingualism, focusing especially on progress made after 2011. The paper
presents a number of policy developments and initiatives which have been put in place, and encourages Member
States to address the need for improving language learning outcomes by exploiting the wide array of financial and
advisory support provided by the European Commission.

EN

Europe for Citizens Programme 2014-2020: European Implementation Assessment

Druh publikace
Datum

Autor

Oblast

Klicové slovo

Shrnuti

Podrobna analyza

Podrobna analyza

14-07-2016

EISELE Katharina

Demokracie | Hodnoceni prava a politiky v praxi | Kultura | Provadéni a uplatiiovani pravnich predpisu | Vzdélavani

dokumentace | Evropa obcanu | evropska spoluprace | EVROPSKA UNIE | MEZINARODNI VZTAHY | ob&anska
spole&nost | participativni demokracie | politicky ramec | POLITICKY ZIVOT | politicky Zivot a bezpecnost vefejnosti |
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The Europe for Citizens Programme 2014-2020 is an EUfunded programme that aims at contributing to a better
understanding of the EU among citizens, as well as promoting European remembrance and civic participation in
Europe. This programme is the third of its kind, following the 2004-2006 Active European Citizenship programme and
the 2007-2013 Europe for Citizens Programme. As the current programme underwent a number of changes and
adjustments, including a reduction in funding, a first examination of its functioning and implementation seems
appropriate. Against this background, this Europeanimplementation Assessment therefore seeks to provide an initial
assessment of the strengths and weaknesses of the Europe for Citizens Programme 2014-2020 under the new
structure, and presents some preliminary findings and recommendations in this context.
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The special committee on tax rulings and other measures similar in nature or effect (TAXE 2) adopted its report on 21
June 2016. The report is now on the agenda for the plenary on 4—7 July 2016, with a vote planned for 7 July.
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The aim of this study is to provide the CULT Committee of the European Parliament with an understanding on the
implementation of the CREATIVE EUROPE - CULTURE sub-programme based on Creative Europe national Desks’
first impressions. It covers a large selection of 32 Desks (82.1% of Desks). Overall, the Culture sub-programme is
considered to be successfully implemented and cultural operators have a positive opinion of it. Yet it emerges a quite
diversified picture in terms of successfully implemented priorities, schemes, participation and implementation
conditions and Programme management. The study ends with a series of recommendations.
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OBCHOD | obdé&lavani zemédélské pudy | politicky ramec | POLITICKY ZIVOT | potraviny | pravni predpisy Evropské
unie | PRUMYSL | regulace zemédélské vyroby | spoleéné stravovani | technologie a technické predpisy | textilni a
kozed&lny primysl | textilni pramysl | uplatfiovani pravnich predpist EU | uvadéni na trh | VZDELAVANI A
KOMUNIKACE | VYROBA, TECHNOLOGIE A VYZKUM | zemédé&lsko-potravinarsky sektor | zemédélska politika |
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znaceni zbozi nalepkami | zprava

This is the first in a new series of 'Implementation Appraisals', produced by the European Parliamentary Research
Service (EPRS), on the operation of existing EU legislation in practice. Each such briefing focuses on a specific EU law
which is, or will shortly be, subject to an amending proposal from the European Commission, intended to update the
current text. The series is based on the Commission’s intentions, as announced in its annual Work Programme (CWP).
'Implementation Appraisals' aim to provide a succinct overview of material publicly available on the implementation,
application and effectiveness of an EU law to date - drawing on available in-puts from, inter alia, the EU institutions and
advisory committees, national parliaments, and relevant external consultation and outreach exercises. They are
provided to assist parliamentary committees in their consideration of the new Commission proposal, once tabled. PE
536.328 v02-00
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