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Some five years after the conclusion of the peace agreement between the Colombian government and the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC), the political, economic, health and general situation in the country
remains fragile, with a divided society, drugs-fuelled conflicts and weak governance. 2022 will be a key electoral year,
while economic recovery from the coronavirus pandemic remains a challenge. The President of Colombia, Ivan Duque
Marquez, is set to address the European Parliament during the February plenary session.
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Since the overthrow of Muammar al-Qaddafi in a 2011 uprising, Libya has been mired in a civil war that has divided the
international community and set several internal factions against one another. The ceasefire proclaimed on 23 October
2020 opened a path for a political process wherein an interim government led by Prime Minister Abdul Hamid Dbeibah
was able to lead the country to agreed presidential and parliamentary elections, to be held on 24 December 2021.
These elections will be the first since the civil war between the forces of the Government of National Accord and the
Libyan National Army began in 2015. The challenge is the growing risks linked to legal processes, security, and the
legitimacy of some leading candidates, among them Dbeibah, Khalifa Haftar and Saif al Islam Muammar al-Qaddafi.
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The Mexico dialogue between the Venezuelan government and opposition, as well as the latter's decision to run in the
21 November 2021 local and regional elections, have revived hopes for a peaceful and negotiated solution to the
country's political conflict. Nevertheless, the Maduro government has suspended the third round of negotiations,
dimming prospects for a successful outcome of the dialogue. The EU is observing the elections.
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The OSCE's origins go back to 1975, when the countries in the two opposing blocs in the Cold War signed the Helsinki
Final Act, enshrining principles such as territorial integrity and respect for human rights. The act was followed by a
series of follow-up meetings to monitor implementation, in a process known as the Conference on Security and Co-
operation in Europe (CSCE). Following the adoption of the 1990 Paris Charter envisaging a new post-Cold War
European order, in 1995 the CSCE was put on a more permanent, institutional basis and renamed the OSCE. The
OSCE, like the CSCE before it, is based on a vision of ‘comprehensive security' that encompasses human rights and
economic cooperation, as well as traditional 'hard' security. However, hopes that the OSCE could become the central
pillar of a new post-Cold War order faded as divisions re-emerged, between an enlarged EU and NATO on the one
hand, and Russia on the other. The OSCE lacks the legal powers and the resources needed to live up to its ambition
of becoming a platform for pan-European/trans-Atlantic cooperation. With decisions taken by consensus,
disagreements between participating states hamper decision-making and prevent the organisation from becoming
more effective. The OSCE plays a useful though limited role in several areas. The organisation has been powerless to
resolve conflicts in the post-Soviet region, but its observers are the main source of detailed and reliable information on
the situation in eastern Ukraine. OSCE agreements, such as the Vienna Document, help to promote military
transparency, and election observation missions have advanced democratic reforms in several countries.
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The crisis of democracy and the rise of authoritarianism across the globe, compounded by the coronavirus pandemic,
highlight the importance of taking a more strategic and autonomous approach to supporting democracy worldwide — an
objective often balanced against other external policy aims until now. Since the start of the current parliamentary term,
the EU has reviewed its political guidance on democracy and human rights. It has adopted or is about to adopt
important measures to strengthen support for democracy (including better monitoring and enforcement of relevant
provisions in trade arrangements). The adoption of the new multiannual financial framework (MFF) and of a new
development aid instrument bringing together all former external aid instruments provides new opportunities for better
implementing EU funding and better exploiting the EU's leverage as a major provider of development aid. Digital
challenges and the narrowing space for civil societies are among the priorities to be addressed. The challenge of
engaging more difficult partners, such as China and Russia, has inspired calls to broaden the scope of a values-based
agenda to other economic relations, such as investments. These new measures complement an already broad and
complex toolbox integrating various external policies. Using the enhanced powers in external affairs provided by the
Treaty of Lisbon, the EU has set up extensive political and diplomatic dialogues to enhance partnerships beyond the
more asymmetric, specific development assistance and trade leverage going back to the 1990s. While the EU has
responded to violations of democratic norms by reducing aid and withdrawing trade preferences, it has consistently
sought to build equal partnerships based on constructive and open dialogues, rather than use its economic and
commercial traction in a coercive manner. This is an update of a Briefing from February 2018.
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Kyrgyzstan is the only ex-Soviet Central Asian country to have achieved a measure of democracy, but it is also highly
volatile. Massive protests broke out after irregularities in the October 2020 parliamentary elections, toppling the
government. Ex-convict, Sadyr Japarov, is now the country's prime minister and acting president. New parliamentary
and presidential elections are planned for December 2020 and January 2021.
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Azerbaijan is an authoritarian country in the southern Caucasus. Part of the Eastern Partnership, Azerbaijan has
attempted to keep a pragmatic balance between the European Union (EU) and Russia. Rich in oil and natural gas,
Baku's poor human rights record and consistent failure to hold free and fair elections have continued to hamper its ties
with the EU. The 9 February 2020 snap elections in the wake of abrupt top-down reforms in late 2019 are not expected
to substantially change the country's leadership or its overall (geo-)political orientation.
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Bolivia's Evo Morales was probably the most successful among the presidents belonging to the left-wing movements
that swept across the Latin American region in the early 2000s. However, his insistence on clinging to power in
defiance of the Constitution and the will of the majority of Bolivians, including many of his former supporters, ultimately
led to his demise and sparked political conflict. Nevertheless, the agreement reached between all parties to call new
elections gives hope for the future and could be an example for other countries in the region to emulate.
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Ukrainians will be heading to the polls twice in 2019, five years after Ukrainians toppled the pro-Kremlin President
Viktor Yanukovich, demanding a functioning democracy and an end to kleptocracy. On 31 March, Ukrainians will cast
their ballot in the first round of the first presidential election since the Euromaidan revolution. In October, they will elect
a new parliament. Amid Russia's ongoing hybrid war against Ukraine, the elections are a test case for the country's
democracy, its unprecedented reform process and its European path.
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The Democracy Support and Election Coordination Group (DEG) is responsible for coordinating the democracy
support activities of the European Parliament (EP). Over the course of the eighth legislature, the DEG has aimed to
bring strategic focus to its democracy support activities through the introduction of a Comprehensive Democracy
Support Approach (CDSA). While the introduction of the CDSA has outlined a vision for more focused and strategic
interventions around the electoral cycle, the implementation remains a ‘work in progress’. There have been some
innovative and long-term activities that bring coherence with EU policies, notably in Ukraine, but also there continue to
be some cases of one-off actions without clear objectives. The comparative advantage of the EP in democracy support
is its political perspective and ability to work ‘peer to peer’ with other parliamentarians, which has been demonstrated
in its capacity building and mediation and dialogue activities. Overall the EP should continue to strive to be innovative
and strategic in its democracy support, working where it has influence and bringing policy coherence with broader EU
priorities. Election observation remains relevant, and follow-up to observer recommendations could be enhanced. The
Sakharov Prize and the activities around it, which are also coordinated by the DEG, are consistent with EU values,
including through support for human rights defenders and civil society.
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As international isolation is no longer economically bearable, Zimbabwe has been searching for legitimacy on the
global stage. The post-Mugabe transition government, from a ruling party fraction, committed itself to free and fair
elections and invited international observers for first time in 16 years. But much-awaited change in Zimbabwe needs
much more than a newly elected president and legislature. The country suffers from institutional dysfunction driven by
years of a de facto one-party, military-backed regime, characterised by rampant corruption and systematic patronage,
securing the capture of key economic areas and political institutions by party elites. The victory of the ruling Zimbabwe
African National Union Patriotic Front (ZANU-PF), in both the legislative and presidential elections, and the deadly
crackdown on the opposition that followed, seriously undermine the prospects for genuine Zimbabwean democracy.
Although international observers assessed the electoral process as relatively free and competitive, it took place on an
uneven playing field due to years of ZANU-PF domination. EU observers, in particular, expressed strong concern
regarding the intimidation of voters, the pro-state bias of the media, and the Zimbabwe Electoral Commission's (ZEC)
lack of transparency. Some observers have indeed warned that the ousting of Robert Mugabe, which had raised so
many hopes, was just part of a power reshuffle inside Zimbabwe's authoritarian regime, meant to protect the interests
of the governing elites. Indeed, powerful forces obstruct change in Zimbabwe, seeking the sole preservation of their
economic interests in the renewed political context. It is likely that the newly-elected President, Emmerson
Mnangagwa, will pursue some economic reform, especially to attract foreign investors, while maintaining political
control from above. In this situation, the EU, having declared its readiness to fully re-engage with Zimbabwe, has to
use every lever to induce structural changes and to support civil society in this deeply corrupt and dysfunctional state.
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The EU's policy of external democracy support has gained momentum, particularly after the entry into force of the
Lisbon Treaty, which defined democracy as a fundamental principle of the Union, to be enshrined in all policies of
external significance. Subsequently, several policy documents have outlined strategic orientations and sought ways to
enhance implementation and policy coherence and effectiveness, a need often recognised by EU stakeholders and
other players. The EU has deployed all the tools at its disposal in order to support democracy and democratisation
processes across the world. These tools range from political and diplomatic efforts, including political and human rights
dialogues, to development aid instruments and extensive support for civil society and human rights defenders. As a
result, democracy support has become better integrated into the EU's external policies, particularly in the area of
development, and better inter-linked with measures to protect human rights and the space needed for civil society to
thrive. The EU is the biggest commercial bloc and development aid donor in the world, and therefore has considerable
leverage over its partner countries. However, as the EU does not want to use its power in a coercive manner, it has
sought to move away from a classical relationship of donor conditionality to one of equal partnership, recognising that
domestic dynamics and local ownership in third countries are essential for democratic progress. It has used sanctions
mechanisms in its bilateral agreements and unilateral trade preferences mainly as a constructive tool to open dialogue
and find solutions based on consultation and cooperation.
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Support to democracy, good governance and human rights is a central component of EU cooperation with Africa, and
of EU development aid to the continent, under the different frameworks shaping relations with African countries, such
as the ACP framework for Sub-Saharan Africa, the Neighbourhood Policy for North Africa, and the Africa-EU Joint
Strategy for cooperation at continental level. EU support is all the more important as democracy in many African
countries is recent and still fragile. Democratic progress has had its ups and downs on the African continent since the
1990s wave of democratisation. On the whole, the number of free countries has stagnated, and progress on good
governance indicators has been slow. Popular support for democratic systems in African countries remains however
high, justifying EU efforts to promote democracy. The EU has a vast array of tools at its disposal. It has used the
conditionality enshrined in its bilateral agreements to respond to serious political crises, particularly in Africa. EU
budget support, which is vital to several African countries, has been subject to similar democratic and human rights
conditionality. EU development aid includes an important component supporting good governance and rule of law. The
EU has become an important partner in election observation and democracy assistance, and most of Africa has
received EU missions. However, whether these tools of democracy support can make a significant difference remains
a complicated issue. Much depends on conditions on the ground and the willingness of the partner governments to
make progress. As the EU is about to redefine its priorities for cooperation with the African continent, democracy and
good governance are acknowledged as a central pillar of resilience, strongly interlinked with peace and stability.
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This study focuses on electoral reform in Ukraine, Georgia and Moldova, which have all concluded Association
Agreements with the EU. Recent experience in all three countries has shown that political elites are changing (or not
changing) the electoral system to hold onto power. Beyond the choice of electoral system, changes have often been
introduced in a rush, without a genuinely inclusive, thorough and public debate. Frequent changes to legal frameworks,
often made just prior to elections, have also not contributed to stability of law. Issues identified during elections are
symptomatic of deeper weaknesses that must be addressed, including: lack of an independent judiciary, insufficient
rule of law, non-functioning or selective use of oversight mechanisms, weak government institutions, concentration of
media ownership, political corruption and misuse of state resources. All three countries are also experiencing
widespread public discontent with the political elite, and political renewal is much needed. While electoral reform can
play a role, efforts should be made to promote internal party democracy and overcome barriers to entry for new
political actors.
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Podpora demokracie na celém svété je pro Evropskou unii prioritou. Demokracie zlstava jedinym systémem spravy
véci vefejnych, v némz mohou lidé v pIné mife uplatiovat sva lidska prava, a je urcujicim prvkem pro rozvoj

a dlouhodobou stabilitu. Evropsky parlament je jakoZto jediny pfimo voleny organ EU pevné odhodlan prosazovat
demokracii.

BG, CS, DA, DE, EL, EN, ES, FI, FR, HU, IT, LT, LV, NL, PT, RO, SV, ET, HR, MT, PL, SK, SL

Fakta a ¢isla o EU

01-09-2017

LERCH Marika

Lidska prava

antidiskriminacni politika | demokracie | dohoda (EU) | evropska organizace | | Evropska sluzba pro vnéjsi ¢innost |

EVROPSKA UNIE | finance EU | finanéni nastroj EU | lidska prava | MEZINARODNI ORGANIZACE | monitorovani
voleb | ob&anska spole¢nost | organy EU a evropska veFejna sluzba | OSN | politicky ramec | POLITICKY ZIVOT |

politicky Zivot a bezpe&nost vefejnosti | prava a svobody | PRAVO | Rada Evropy | Spojené narody | struktura
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Evropska unie se ve svych vnéjSich vztazich zasazuje o podporu demokracie a dodrzovani lidskych prav v souladu se
zasadami svobody, demokracie, dodrzovani lidskych prav a zakladnich svobod a pravniho statu, na kterych je
zalozena. Usiluje o to, aby se do vSech politik a program( EU promitaly lidskopravni otazky, a je vybavena ruznymi
nastroji politiky v oblasti lidskych prav, které ji umoznuji podnikat konkrétni kroky, véetné financovani konkrétnich
projektll prostrednictvim svych finan¢nich nastroju.
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Politika Vychodniho partnerstvi EU, ktera byla zahajena v roce 2009, zahrnuje Sest postsovétskych statd: Arménii,
Azerbajdzan, Bélorusko, Gruzii, Moldavsko a Ukrajinu. Toto partnerstvi ma podporovat politické, spolec¢enské

a hospodarské reformni snahy v téchto zemich s cilem posilit demokratizaci a fadnou spravu a zvysit energetickou
bezpecnost, ochranu Zivotniho prostfedi a hospodarsky a spoleCensky rozvoj. VSichni ¢lenové s vyjimkou Béloruska
se ucastni Parlamentniho shromazdéni Euronest.
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Politika vychodniho partnerstvi EU, ktera byla zahajena v roce 2009, zahrnuje Sest postsovétskych statd: Arménii,
Azerbajdzan, Bélorusko, Gruzii, Moldavskou republiku a Ukrajinu. Toto partnerstvi ma podporovat politicke,
spolecenské a hospodarské reformni snahy v téchto zemich s cilem zvysit demokratizaci a fadnou spravu,
energetickou bezpeénost, ochranu Zivotniho prostfedi a hospodarsky a spolecensky rozvoj. VSechny ¢lenské staty
s vyjimkou Béloruska jsou souc€asti Parlamentniho shromazdéni Euronest.
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Strategie EU pro Stfedni Asii, ktera byla naposledy revidovana v roce 2015, letos oslavi své desaté vyroci. Klade si za
cil dosahnout stability a prosperity, pfi¢emz podporuje otevienou spolecnost, pravni stat, demokratizaci a spolupraci

v oblasti energetické bezpecnosti a diverzifikace energetickych zdrojl. Evropsky parlament zddrazfiuje vyznam
lidskych prav, fadné spravy véci vefejnych a socialniho rozvoje. Tyto zemé se znacné liSi co do miry rozvoje

a demokratizace a tomu EU téz pfizpusobuje svUj pfistup.
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Jordanians will go to the polls on 20 September 2016 to elect a new parliament, at a time of unprecedented regional
upheaval, an increasingly challenging domestic economic situation and high levels of public discontent. A new
electoral law introduces multi-member districts and elections using a list system, replacing the 'one-person, one-vote'
rule. This has prompted the Islamic Action Front (IAF), the main opposition party, which had boycotted the 2010 and
2013 elections, to participate in the election. Reducing the number of seats in the parliament from 150 to 130, the new
legislation also provides for better representation of Jordan's largest cities while retaining quotas for women and
minorities, including Christians, Circassians and Chechens. The IAF’s participation in the elections increases their
legitimacy. However, in view of the strength of the monarchy, few expect the composition of the new parliament to
significantly alter the country's domestic or foreign policies.
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Klicove slovo demokracie | evropska politika sousedskych vztahu | EVROPSKA UNIE | Evropsky rozvojovy fond | finance EU |
financovani EU | lidska prava | mezinarodni bezpecnost | mezinarodni role EU | MEZINARODNI VZTAHY |
monitorovani voleb | podminky pomoci | politicky ramec | POLITICKY ZIVOT | politika spoluprace | pravomoc EU |
prava a svobody | pravni predpisy Evropské unie | PRAVO | priizkum vefejného minéni | pfedchazeni konfliktam |
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hlasovani | feSeni sporu

Shrnuti According to a new Eurobarometer survey, two thirds of European Union citizens would like to see even stronger EU
involvement in the promotion of democracy and peace in the world. Democracy and peace are the fundamental values
on which the EU is based and the guiding principles for its external action. The EU has at its disposal a vast array of
tools to promote democracy and peace in the world, including its own diplomatic body, development aid and trade
conditionality that it can leverage to this purpose. The EU finances a variety of actions that directly or indirectly
promote democracy, such as support for governance, elections, civil society and free media, while a specific
instrument is dedicated to peace and stability.
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Mongolia ahead of the 2016 legislative elections
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Autor GRIEGER Gisela
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hospodafska situace | hospodarska situace | investicni politika | Mongolsko | monitorovani voleb | parlamentni volby |
politicka situace | politicka strana | politické strany | POLITICKY ZIVOT | politicky Zivot a bezpe&nost vefejnosti |
struktura Spolec€enstvi | vnéjsi vztahy Evropské unie | volebni proces a hlasovani | zahrani¢ni investice | zplsob
hlasovani

Shrnuti The elections to Mongolia's unicameral State Great Khural scheduled for 29 June 2016 will be held amidst a serious
deterioration of the country's macroeconomic indicators caused by domestic and external factors. There is widespread
voter scepticism as regards the ability of the national political elites to curb rising unemployment and poverty which
affects a third of the population, as well as to eradicate pervasive corruption. The new election arrangements suggest a
two-horse race between the ruling centre-right Democratic Party and the opposition centre-left Mongolian People's
Party. To support Mongolia’s fragile democracy, sandwiched between authoritarian China and Russia, the European
Parliament is sending a delegation to observe the elections.
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Shrnuti On 18 September, 2016 Russians will elect representatives at federal, regional and municipal level, including most
importantly to the State Duma (lower house of parliament). President Vladimir Putin remains popular, with over 80% of
Russians approving of his presidency. However, the country is undergoing a prolonged economic recession and a
growing number of Russians feel it is going in the wrong direction. Support for Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev and
ruling party United Russia has declined in recent months. Nevertheless, United Russia is likely to hold onto, and even
increase its parliamentary majority, given the lack of credible alternatives. Of the tame opposition parties currently
represented in the State Duma, polls suggest the far-right Liberal Democrats will do well, overtaking the Communists
to become the largest opposition party. Outside the State Duma, opposition to Putin's regime is led by liberal
opposition parties Yabloko and PARNAS. Deeply unpopular and disunited, these parties have little chance of breaking
through the 5% electoral threshold. To avoid a repeat of the 2011-2012 post-election protests, authorities may try to
prevent the blatant vote-rigging which triggered them. Nevertheless, favourable media coverage, United Russia's deep
pockets and changes to electoral legislation (for example, the re-introduction of single-member districts) will give the
ruling party a strong head-start. Please click here for the full publication in PDF format

Briefing EN

20-04-2024 Zdroj : © Evropska unie, 2024 - EP 8


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/EPRS_BRI(2016)586586
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/586586/EPRS_BRI(2016)586586_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/EPRS_ATA(2016)583857
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/583857/EPRS_ATA(2016)583857_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/EPRS_BRI(2016)583840
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/583840/EPRS_BRI(2016)583840_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/cs/legal-notice

Philippine political landscape ahead of elections
Druh publikace Ve struénosti
Datum 02-05-2016
Autor RUSSELL Martin
Oblast Zahrani¢ni véci

Klicové slovo Asie a Oceanie | ekonomicka geografie | EKONOMIKA | EVROPSKA UNIE | Filipiny | GEOGRAFIE | hospodarska
situace | hospodarska situace | mezinarodni bezpecnost | MEZINARODNI VZTAHY | monitorovani voleb | organizace
voleb | politicka situace | politické nasili | politicky ramec | POLITICKY ZIVOT | politicky Zivot a bezpe&nost vefejnosti |
politik | prezidentské volby | prezidentsky rezim [ prava a svobody | PRAVO | struktura Spole&enstvi | svoboda fisku |
vnéjsi vztahy Evropské unie | volebni proces a hlasovani | uzemni spor

Shrnuti On 9 May 2016 Filipinos will elect executives and legislatures at local, provincial and national level. The spotlight is on
the close-run presidential race between four main contenders. Overall the elections are expected to be reasonably free
and fair, although some concerns remain.
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Shrnuti The run-off in the 2015 presidential elections in Haiti has been suspended repeatedly, after the opposition contested
the first round in October 2015. Just before the end of President Martelly’s mandate on 7 February 2016, an
agreement was reached to appoint an interim President and a new Provisional Electoral Council, fixing new elections
for 24 April 2016. Although most of the agreement has been respected , the second round was in the end not held on
the scheduled date.
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Shrnuti Peru will hold a general election on 10 April 2016, and all polls have Keiko Fujimori, candidate for the Popular Force
party, as clear favourite for the presidential contest. The EU has sent an Election Observation Mission led by Renate
Weber, MEP. The electoral process has been marked by the recent exclusion by the National Electoral Board (JNE) of
tpv\vo of the best-placed presidential candidates: Julio Guzman — who was running second in the polls — and César
cufa.
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Shrnuti The 6 December elections to the National Assembly and their aftermath will be crucial for the future of Venezuela, as
the country faces a harsh socio-economic crisis and strong political tensions, while for the first time in 17 years the
governing party risks losing control of the legislature.
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Developing Operational Tools within the EU for a Comprehensive Approach to Prevent Electoral Violence
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This paper discusses how EU institutions can better prevent electoral violence through a more coherent approach.
Brief background on the root causes and triggers of electoral violence is provided and the role of early warning and
conflict analysis in planning a strategic response is considered. The paper addresses the role of EU Election
Observation Missions (EOMs) in conflict situations and the need to develop other tools for expressing political support
for elections in conflict-affected states, where conditions for effective observation are lacking. The paper also considers
the broad range of possible responses (political and technical) that EU institutions can implement to address both long-
term structural causes of electoral violence as well as short-term triggers during the election period. The paper makes
a number of recommendations including: (i) a more coherent approach across EU institutions to electoral violence; (ii)
much earlier attention to elections that are at risk of violence; (iii) a wider range of tools to avoid over-reliance on EU
EOMs; (iv) support for a broad range of stakeholders to address both root causes and triggers of electoral violence;
and (v) strengthened capacity of EU Delegations to assess the risk of electoral violence and coordinate actions to
prevent and mitigate it.
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politicka opozice | politicka situace | politicka strana | politické strany | POLITICKY ZIVOT | politicky Zivot a bezpe¢nost
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Most political parties in Armenia are in favour of closer cooperation with the EU, but do not see this as contradictory to
their enhanced cooperation with Russia and its Eurasian neighbours. Russia's support for Armenia's geopolitical
interests in the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict may provide the explanation for the country's foreign policy being equally
balanced towards Russia, the USA and the EU.
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Although majority and opposition differ on national policy issues, the rival political factions agree on Georgia's
European future. In a common resolution, Georgian political parties have unanimously declared that integration into the
EU represents the overarching priority of the country's foreign policy. However, this does not preclude constructive
dialogue with the Russian Federation aimed at resolving conflicts and promoting good neighbourly relations.
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The situation regarding political parties in Peru cannot be understood outside the context of the Fujimori decade and its
consequences. Despite having achieved good macroeconomic results, the APRA of former President Al&aacute;n
Garc&iacute;a and the PP of former President Alejandro Toledo lost electoral support, probably due to uneven
redistribution of the fruits of growth. Current President Ollanta Humala seems to have understood this, and has thus
tried to combine support for foreign investment with better income redistribution.
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This study concludes that recommendations issued by European Union Election Observation Missions (EU EOM) merit
substantiation in applicable international and regional obligations, so as to legitimise their follow-up by EU Delegations
in country, as well as by relevant European Parliament Standing Delegations. The study suggests that the status of EU
EOM recommendations warrants centralized tracking, in order to allow coordinated follow-up and statistical EEAS
reporting to European Parliament. The paper further recommends that the pending revision of the Cotonou Agreement
should refer to Africa-Caribbean-Pacific-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly resolutions that enshrine electoral
commitments. Further, the study suggests that European Parliament task its Election Observation Delegations with
scrutinising direct Budget Support vis-a-vis host country adoption of EU EOM recommendations, as benchmarked in
political dialogue, and to report findings to relevant EP Committees. The study finds that in turn, European Parliament
could maintain a “watch list” of repeat electoral Deep Democracy offenders. As a last resort, European Parliament
could resolve to link approval of Development Cooperation Instrument and European Neighbourhood Partnership
Instrument funds to adoption of those EU EOM recommendations that aim to protect fundamental rights and freedoms.
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The workshop ‘The situation in Ukraine ahead of the 2012 parliamentary elections and the preparation of these
elections’, organised under the patronage of the Foreign Affairs Committee (AFET) and the Delegation for relations
with Ukraine, took place on 11 October 2012 in the European Parliament. The workshop aimed at facilitating an
exchange of views about the general political context in Ukraine and progress made in terms of democratic reform.
Participants discussed issues related both to the overall political background and the preparation of the elections. Over
the past two years, the Ukrainian political system has been characterised by a constitutional restoration of the semi-
presidential system. In parallel, plurality in the media has decreased and the political atmosphere is further tensed by a
selective use of justice. Another issue is the use of administrative resources during electoral processes, which is
reported to be widespread by the OSCE. The recent electoral reforms reinstated a mixed system in which half the
seats (225) are filled through proportional representation and half (225) in single-member districts with a 5 % threshold.
Nonetheless, the new electoral law has been criticised by the Venice Commission and the OSCE. Although adopted
with the support of the opposition, electoral legislation is characterised by inconsistencies and lack of clarity, e.g. on
the right to challenge the election’s results.

Experts and participants also analysed the way in which the campaign is conducted and discussed the possible
outcomes of the election. While the current authorities cannot rely upon a strong economic record to boost their
electoral performance, the opposition does not have a greater credibility in terms of managing the economy. The Party
of Regions has retained a high degree of cohesion and has managed to conduct a very effective campaign, whereas
Baktivshchyna (Fatherland) has been weakened by the selective use of justice and its campaign
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President Hugo Chavez won his fourth presidential election, with 55.1% of the vote, almost 11% more than his main
rival, Henrique Capriles, the candidate of a united opposition. Voter turnout was very high and voting took place in a
calm atmosphere, with no irregularities reported. President Chavez was supported by a broad alliance led by his own
United Socialist Party of Venezuela. He campaigned on a platform to reinforce social and economic change. Henrique
Capriles was backed by an alliance integrating nearly all the opposition. Capriles campaigned on a platform advocating
moderation and pragmatic solutions to solve Venezuela's problems. Both candidates recognised the result of the
elections and stated their commitment to dialogue. However, it is doubtful whether this will lead to a more cooperative
political climate. State elections will take place in mid-December, meaning that the government-opposition rivalry
continues. Despite being cleared of cancer in July 2012, Chavez's health has led some to doubt whether he will
conclude his new six-year term. The appointment of Nicolas Maduro as Vice President could be considered a possible
succession strategy. The re-elected President Chavez and his government will need to address a number of
challenges. Among the most important are the increase in crime rates and violence. Many analysts expect a
devaluation of the currency, which could drive up the country's already high inflation rates. Yet, if oil prices remain high,
the country should enjoy a substantial trade surplus and steady revenues, meaning that current economic policies are
unlikely to change.
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Young people have been among the least likely voters to turn out in European Parliament (EP) elections. Moreover,
the electoral turnout of 18-24 year olds has continued to decrease, as evidenced by survey data from the 2009
elections.
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This report reviews the role of the European Parliament (EP) in observing elections as a means of assessing
democratic development in neighbourhood countries that are also participating States of the Organisation for Security
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), i.e. all Candidate and potential Candidate countries and EU Eastern Partnership
countries. The EU has acknowledged that the lead on observing elections in these countries is taken by the OSCE
Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) whose long-term missions are often joined by short-term
delegations from the EP and other parliamentary bodies to form International Election Observation Missions (IEOMs).
The report assesses the framework in which IEOMs operate and the observational methodologies employed by these
different institutions. It includes a focus on challenges faced by IEOMs (including criticisms of the role played by
ODIHR) to present a common international assessment of an electoral process that is important for establishing EU
policy towards these neighbourhood countries. The report also identifies ways in which the EP can take measures to
strengthen the effectiveness of IEOMs and to improve its framework for undertaking election observation.
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The study is conceived as an impact study of all relevant EP human rights activities. It incorporates findings and
concrete recommendations.

See in the attachment also a subsequent note to this study called "Lessons Learned from Impact Study and National
Experiences : Towards a Full Committee on Human Rights - Addendum to Study "The Impact of the Resolutions and

Other Activities of the European Parliament in the Field of Human Rights Outside the European Union™.
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