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Decentralised agencies were set up on a case-by-case basis over the years, to respond to emerging individual policy
needs. Currently there are 36 of them and they have been operating under very diverse conditions. This study provides
an overview of the different decentralised EU agencies according to a number of criteria; including their functions, legal
bases, sources of financing, respective roles of Parliament, Council, Commission and Member States, stakeholder
involvement and transparency. It particularly examines how the parliamentary scrutiny over decentralised agencies is
ensured and suggests possible improvements to those mechanisms in order to reach a more coherent, efficient and
transparent institutional set up for the parliamentary scrutiny over agencies’ activities.
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During the April plenary session, the Parliament is due to vote on discharge to the EU agencies and joint undertakings
for their implementation of the 2016 budget. Parliament's Committee on Budgetary Control proposes to grant discharge
to all joint undertakings and agencies except the European Asylum Support Office.
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During the April plenary session, the European Parliament is expected to decide whether to grant discharge for the
2016 financial year to the different institutions and bodies of the European Union (EU). The debate will start with the
report covering the European Commission (plus six executive agencies) which manages the biggest share of the EU
general budget. Separate discharge is granted to the Commission concerning the management of the European
Development Funds (EDFs), because the EDFs are not part of the general budget of the EU but based on
intergovernmental agreement. Parliament's Committee on Budgetary Control (CONT) recommends the plenary should
grant the Commission and all six executive agencies discharge for 2016, and also to grant discharge in respect of the
implementation of the operations of the 8th, 9th, 10th and 11th EDFs in that year.
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The Maltese capital, Valletta, hosted an informal European Council meeting, as well as an informal meeting of EU-27
leaders on 3 February 2017. The first meeting concentrated on migration on the Central Mediterranean route, while the
second looked at the future of the EU and preparations for the approaching 60th anniversary of the Rome Treaties on
25 March 2017. EU leaders also discussed the challenges for Europe in the wider global context. The President of the
European Council, Donald Tusk, and the Maltese Prime Minister and President-in-office of the Council, Joseph
Muscat, stressed that the Members of the European Council agreed that ‘transatlantic cooperation remains an
absolute priority for the EU’. On the eve of the informal European Council, President Tusk met with Prime Minister
Muscat, the European Parliament President Antonio Tajani and Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker.
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