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Key social media risks to democracy: Risks from surveillance, personalisation, disinformation, moderation
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Shrnutí Whereas social media provide individuals with new opportunities to access information, express opinions, and
participate in democratic processes, they can also undermine democracy by distorting information, promoting false
stories and facilitating political manipulation. This EPRS paper provides an overview of the key risks social media pose
to democracy related to surveillance, personalisation, disinformation, moderation and microtargeting. It also discusses
key approaches to tackling social media risks to democracy in the context of EU policy.
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Shrnutí The workshop hosted discussions on the  European Parliament and the current external actions instruments, as well
as on the role of the European Parliament under the new proposal for a Neighbourhood, development and international
cooperation instrument.
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Shrnutí Postup evropské integrace změnil roli vnitrostátních parlamentů. Mezi Evropským parlamentem a vnitrostátními
parlamenty byly vytvořeny různé nástroje spolupráce, které mají zajistit efektivní demokratickou kontrolu evropského
zákonodárství na všech úrovních. Tento trend byl posílen ustanoveními zavedenými Lisabonskou smlouvou.
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Shrnutí This briefing paper analyses the role of the Eurogroup in European economic governance. It assesses the
effectiveness of thematic discussions, proposes improvements to the process, and suggests how the legitimacy of
Eurogroup actions and decisions could be strengthened.
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Shrnutí A common reproach that has long been levelled at the set-up of European governance has concerned its 'democratic
deficit'. In particular, this has encompassed the idea that the European integration process has traditionally
strengthened the executive power at the expense of national parliaments, and pointed to the relatively modest powers
initially granted to the European Parliament. Strengthening the democratic quality of EU decision-making became a
central concern in the 2001 White Paper on European Governance which identified openness, participation and
accountability among the principles of good governance. Against this background, the Commission has gradually
developed and formalised numerous mechanisms aimed at broadening participation in order to increase legitimacy,
transparency and effectiveness of its policies. While the Commission's consultation framework does not remain without
its critics, it has undergone significant improvements. The current Article 11 TEU, introduced by the Lisbon Treaty,
aims to give a new boost to 'participatory democracy' in the EU, alongside 'representative democracy', and mandates
the Commission to carry out broad consultations with parties concerned. The Commission’s Better Regulation
Package, adopted in May 2015, incorporates new consultation guidelines which, inter alia, expand the scope of
stakeholder input throughout the policy cycle, further open up the impact assessment process to stakeholders'
comments and signal renewed commitment to providing adequate feedback to stakeholders. It should also be
mentioned that EU institutions, including the Commission, have developed a variety of mechanisms aimed at
improving dialogue with wider society, formal stakeholder consultation being one of them. The following pages do not
aim at providing a taxonomy of all of these mechanisms, but give a brief overview of the Commission Consultation
Guidelines, which are yet to be implemented in practice.
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Shrnutí European Economic Governance, the system of multilateral coordination of national policies of European (and euro
area) Member States, is a complex framework that has been reformed numerous times. The current system, adopted
during the European debt crisis, is criticised on the grounds that it is too complex, opaque and lacks legitimacy.
Although the various stakeholders have different views on the content of the reforms, the priorities that need to be
given and the timeline of the implementation, most of them agree on the fact that the current system is imperfect and
changes are needed to make EMU work better and avoid future crises.
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Shrnutí The effects of the economic and fiscal crisis and the institutional instruments created to deal with it have led several
actors (from governments and EU bodies to scholars) to propose different EU reforms. Several options exist to
accommodate future constitutional development which, in some cases, may require Treaty revision. In this case, future
constitutional evolution faces the challenge that the very stringent EU revision requirement (i.e. unanimity) poses.
Other available options do not seem totally satisfactory.
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Shrnutí This study investigates ways to enhance the legitimacy of economic governance in the Economic and Monetary Union
(EMU) without introducing Treaty changes. It suggests changes in the governance framework at both the institutional
and economic level. Input-oriented legitimacy can be improved by increasing parliamentary oversight on decisions
related to EMU and increasing the accountability of the Eurogroup. Output-oriented legitimacy can be improved by
strengthening the ability of EMU to reduce the emergence of negative externalities and to mitigate their impact, through
market and fiscal risk-sharing mechanisms.
This study was requested by the EP's Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON).
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Shrnutí The EU response to the 2008 economic crisis, which has exposed the weaknesses of the EU
economic governance of the time, has resulted in a debate on how to find a balance between
intergovernmentalism and supranational actions within the EU framework, bringing into question further use of soft
intergovernmental methods, such as the Open Method of Coordination (OMC). In addition to that, with social and
education issues increasingly gaining attention in the EU, OMC, one of the governance instruments available for
addressing such issues, has again found itself the focus of attention of policy-makers.
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Shrnutí This note examines the challenges arising in the context of the European Elections of 2014. Drawing on the history of
the constitutional evolution of the EU it turns to analyse opportunities and possible risks related to prospect of turning
the European elections into personalized contest for the presidency of the European Commission.
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Shrnutí The EU's response to the financial and economic crisis has been characterised by the prominent role of the European
Council. Moreover, a number of anti-crisis instruments have been adopted outside the EU framework in order to
overcome political and legal hurdles and to speed up negotiations. The EP has played a very limited role in the
development of agreements adopted outside the EU framework, but it does have some involvement in the
implementation of these instruments, although usually merely through a right to being informed.
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Shrnutí This study compares the procedures applied by national political parties when they select their candidates for the

European elections. It analyses the background in national law, the formal party statutes and the informal processes
preparing the final selection. The report covers the calendar, selection criteria and structural characteristics of
candidate nomination in the major political parties of the Member States, including the impact of European political
parties.
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Shrnutí This paper starts from the assumption that for a long time the mind-set that dominated European integration was
utilitarian and paternalist, it relied overly on what has recently been called ‘output legitimacy’. The governing
assumption was that the real benefits of integration would gradually evoke gratitude and confer legitimacy among
European citizens. However, uncertainty about the distribution of authority (and, therefore, the sources of legitimate
power) creates the impression that, instead of extending a culture of ‘government by consent’ from the national to the
European level, the process of European integration is unwittingly undermining liberal democracy in the nation states.
The author makes a few institutional proposals to counter these problems. In particular, he argues that the emergence
of a minimal constitutional sense and the creation of a European demos would be one and the same thing. Such a
development would overcome the crisis of legitimacy that is the European Union’s deepest problem.

Podrobná analýza EN

19-04-2024 Zdroj : © Evropská unie, 2024 - EP 4

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/LDM_BRI(2012)120397
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/bibliotheque/briefing/2012/120397/LDM_BRI(2012)120397_REV1_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/IPOL-AFCO_ET(2009)410683
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/IPOL-AFCO_ET(2009)410683
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2009/410683/IPOL-AFCO_ET(2009)410683_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/cs/document/IPOL-AFCO_NT(2008)408336
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/note/join/2008/408336/IPOL-AFCO_NT(2008)408336_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/cs/legal-notice


The Constitutional Treaty and Structural and Cohesion Policies
Druh publikace Podrobná analýza

Datum 15-05-2006
Autor KATSAROVA Ivana

Oblast Demokracie, institucionální a parlamentní právo EU | Regionální rozvoj
Klíčové slovo demokratický deficit | DOPRAVA | dopravní politika | EKONOMIKA | EVROPSKÁ UNIE | evropská ústava |

hospodářská a sociální soudržnost | kultura a náboženství | kulturní politika | orgány EU a evropská veřejná služba |
politika cestovního ruchu | právní předpisy Evropské unie | regiony a regionální politika | regionální politika EU |
rybářství | SOCIÁLNÍ OTÁZKY | sociální vztahy | společná dopravní politika | společná rybářská politika | společná
zemědělská politika | struktura Společenství | zemědělská politika | ZEMĚDĚLSTVÍ, LESNICTVÍ A RYBÁŘSTVÍ

Shrnutí The Constitutional Treaty has significantly altered the provisions relating to the structural and cohesion policies. Five
areas are analysed in greater detail in this note: agriculture, culture, regional development, fisheries and transport and
tourism. Following the failures of the referendums on the Constitutional Treaty in France and the Netherlands, Europe
is once more facing a period of anxiety, torment and questions. In this context, various initiatives have been launched
in the institutions to revitalise the project on ‘The future of Europe’. ‘Plan D’, proposed by the European Commission,
thus seeks to inject more democracy into the European Union, to encourage a broad public debate and to achieve a
new consensus on the future direction of the EU. The European Parliament, for its part, has adopted the report on ‘The
period of reflection: the structure, subjects and context for an assessment of the debate on the European Union’. The
Members of the European Parliament wanted to ensure that the new debate produced tangible results and called for
the period of reflection to be extended. One of the concrete proposals in this report, concerning the convening of a
Parliamentary Forum in spring 2006, came to fruition on 8 May. The objective of the parliamentarians, both national
and European, was to make comprehensive recommendations to the European Council. On 10 May 2006 the
Commission adopted two communications: one is entitled ‘A citizens’ agenda – Delivering results for Europe’, in which
it reiterates, in particular, its aim to achieve a ‘Europe of results’ that truly meets the citizens’ needs and wishes; the
other is entitled ‘The period of reflection and Plan D’, in which it draws the initial conclusions from the experience
gained since the launch of the period of reflection in June 2005 and the presentation of ‘Plan D’ in October 2005. In its
latest motion for a resolution on the next steps for the period of reflection, the C
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Shrnutí The reform of the Schengen Information System (SIS) is a major milestone in the development of the Area of
Freedom, Justice and Security, if not for the EU as such, but the process has not been carried out with the appropriate
levels of publicity and democratic control. With the Commission proposals of May 2005 marking the emergence of the
new SIS II from the more secretive ‘Third Pillar’ environment, there is now a golden opportunity to examine the
proposed legislation thoroughly. It is widely held that the current drafts are a clear improvement on earlier versions.
However, a number of sensitive features still need attention, in particular how far new mechanisms and the wider
involvement of enforcement and judicial authorities have come with legal safeguards to ensure that data protection and
other human rights are respected. The
introduction of biometric data into alert records, the interlinking of alerts and possible ‘mergers’ with separate
databases (e.g. VIS) should also be examined. The European Parliament can expect to have an attentive audience
given that, in addition to the opinion it is requested to deliver on the ‘Third Pillar’ part of SIS II (proposed Decision), it
has full co-decision power on the ‘First Pillar’ project of Regulation.
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Shrnutí The aim of this publication is to make an initial assessment of the possibilities and limits of the Common Foreign and
Security Policy (CFSP) after the initial experiences with the implementation of the provisions of Title V of the Treaty on
European Union. The analysis concentrates on the institutional operation of the CFSP, the methods of action, the
areas of intervention and the security and defence aspect.
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