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Resumé On 17 March 2023, the International Criminal Court (ICC) issued an arrest warrant for Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Maria Alekseyevna Lvova-Belova, Russian Presidential Commissioner for Children's Rights. The pair are
accused of the 'war crime of unlawful deportation of population (children) and that of unlawful transfer of population
(children) from occupied areas of Ukraine to the Russian Federation'. According to the ICC, there are reasonable
grounds to believe that President Putin 'committed the acts directly, jointly with others and/or through others,' or that he
failed to properly control 'civilian and military subordinates who committed the acts, or allowed for their commission,
and who were under his effective authority and control, pursuant to superior responsibility'. Since the start of Russia's
full-scale invasion of Ukraine, evidence has been collected about core international crimes committed against
Ukrainian children. Multiple reports consider Russia to be in breach of the obligations set in several international
treaties and instruments to which Russia is party, as well as of customary international law. It is well documented that,
since the start of the invasion, certain categories of individuals, including women and children, have been
disproportionately affected by the conflict. International organisations, institutional actors and civil society organisations
have repeatedly warned about the great burden on children, including but not limited to, trafficking, sexual exploitation,
abduction and illegal adoption. Beyond the strictly legal consequences of the arrest warrant, some commentators
argue that the arrest warrant against Putin may help to undermine the Russian leader's war efforts, as the international
community universally sees the abduction of children as unacceptable. No matter what the geopolitical arguments are,
removing children from their families or from care facilities and forcibly transferring them is universally considered a
reprehensible act of violence.
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Resumé The signature of the Final Peace Agreement in Colombia on 26 September 2016 was thought to have brought a
successful end to the negotiations between the Colombian government and the FARC guerrilla group. Negotiations
between the two sides had started in Havana four years ago, and agreement had been announced on 24 August,
followed by the declaration of a definitive ceasefire from 29 August 2016. This had raised expectations for a rapid end
to the longest-running conflict in modern Latin America. Nevertheless, the whole process has stalled after the
Colombian people said no to the agreement in the plebiscite held on 2 October 2016. The most unpopular part of the
deal, the transitional justice system, as well as the low turnout, seem to have been decisive for the outcome. But there
are still hopes for re-opening the negotiations, as both the 'yes' and 'no' camps have expressed their will to end the
conflict; moreover the efforts have been recognised in the award of the 2016 Nobel Peace Prize to President Santos.
International actors have played a major role since the beginning of the process, and are ready to continue to do so in
the future. In particular, the United Nations and some of its agencies, UNASUR, the Organisation of American States,
and the European Union (which has appointed a special envoy), are involved. This updates a briefing published in
advance of the referendum, 'Decisive step for Colombian peace agreement'.
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Resumé The signature of the Final Peace Agreement in Colombia on 26 September 2016 brings a successful end to the
negotiations between the Colombian government and the FARC guerrilla group. Negotiations between the two sides
started in Havana four years ago, and they announced a final peace agreement on 24 August, and the declaration of a
definitive ceasefire from 29 August 2016. This has thus raised expectations for a rapid end to the longest-running
conflict in modern Latin America. Nevertheless, the peace process is far from completed: Sunday 2 October 2016 will
be a decisive date in the process, when the agreement is submitted to a popular referendum. The most unpopular part
of the deal, the transitional justice system, could prove decisive for the outcome. If the agreement is approved by the
Colombian people, the third and most difficult phase – the implementation of the agreement – will begin, and this
poses numerous uncertainties about the future. International actors have played a major role since the beginning of
the process, and will continue to do so during the peace-building phase. In particular, the United Nations and some of
its agencies, UNASUR, the Organisation of American States, and the European Union (which has appointed a special
envoy), are involved.
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Resumé As the Boko Haram terrorist group wages war on a widening range of targets in Nigeria, the inefficiency of the
country’s government has been starkly revealed – along with the urgent need for deep-cutting political and socio-
economic reforms to counter a growing sense of insecurity. The north has been particularly hard-hit, with poor
governance, omnipresent corruption and worsening social indicators compounding the security problem.
Boko Haram, originally a peaceful Islamist movement, has moved progressively towards militant extremism since
2009, regularly attacking Nigerians and foreigners, Christians and Muslims, northerners and even residents of the
capital, troops and civilians, in an effort to destabilise the state. For a number of years the group was treated as an
internal Nigerian problem. However, Boko Haram’s illicit and armed activities increasingly take place across the
country’s borders. When more than 200 girls were kidnapped in the town of Chibok in April 2014, it was clear that
neighbouring countries and the international community would need to coordinate their efforts.
In addition to launching a direct response to the security threat, the Nigerian government must address a wide range of
grievances to eliminate the root causes of the insurgency in the long term. This has proved a daunting task in the past,
and the issue is currently politically delicate: the country is readying itself for the 2015 presidential elections, which are
expected to be fiercely contested.
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