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Resumé This study provides a preliminary quantitative and qualitative analysis of the impact of COVID-19 on European
agriculture and the agri-food supply chain in light of the responses deployed by the European Union and its Member
States to mitigate its effects.
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Resumé The lengthy negotiations on the EU budget and farm policy post-2020 convinced the European Commission to put
forward rules in 2019 to ensure continuity of EU support for farmers and rural areas. The European Parliament is set to
debate and vote on these transitional rules, extending current EU farm policy until the new common agricultural policy
framework is in place (i.e. until the end of 2022), during the December plenary session.
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Resumé The 'amending regulation' is part of a set of three legislative proposals presented by the European Commission with
the aim of reshaping and modernising the EU's common agricultural policy (CAP) for 2021 to 2027. It introduces
changes to five regulations, including regarding the single common market organisation (CMO). Based on the work of
the European Parliament's Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development (AGRI) during the previous legislative
term, Parliament is expected to debate the framework during the October Il plenary session and adopt its position for
negotiations with the Council.
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Resumé EU farmer income support benefits millions of farmers across Europe every year. The existing legal basis for this
support covers the years 2014 to 2020. Delays in the negotiating process on both the EU budget and farm policy for
2021 2027 necessitate adoption of transitional provisions to ensure the continuation of the current rules. The
Parliament is due to vote on a Commission proposal on these issues during its December plenary session.
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Fruit and vegetables accounted for approximately 14 % of the total value of the EU's agricultural production in 2018.
This is a fundamental sector for many EU Member States, especially those where it is particularly well developed, such
as in the Mediterranean region and in some northern and eastern European countries. Moreover, all EU Member
States produce at least a few types of fruit and vegetables. Apples and tomatoes are the main products of the richly
diversified produce of the EU's fruit and vegetable farms. Mostly small-sized with relatively high labour input, these
farms earn incomes ranging from average (for fruit specialists) to very high (for horticulture specialists, including also
flower and ornamental plant production). EU trade in fruit and vegetables is characterised by the predominance of
internal over external flows, where the EU is traditionally a net importer. To strengthen the resilience of both the fruit
and vegetable sector and its operators, and to boost the consumption of their produce, the EU has in place a
comprehensive support system, especially through the regulatory framework for the common organisation of the
markets in agricultural products. Rules on producer organisations and their operational programmes, crisis
management and marketing standards, help the functioning of the sector, with additional support from the EU school
fruit and vegetables scheme, as well as from the EU promotion and quality policies, income support and rural
development measures, valid for all agricultural sectors. Recently passed EU legislation has already brought in
important adjustments for the fruit and vegetable sector and no further major policy changes are currently anticipated.
It will be its capacity to overcome its structural vulnerability and weak organisation, adopt innovation and respond to
consumer needs that will shape its future.
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Every year, more than 6 million EU farms receive income support from direct payments (DP), a key element of the
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) that represents more than 70 % of total CAP expenditure. Rural development
measures also support farming activities and contribute to enhancing people's livelihoods in rural areas, which
represent a large share of EU territory. To ensure continuity of EU support and guarantee a smooth continuation of the
CAP's implementation, the European Commission proposes to modify certain rules on DP and rural development,
through the timely adoption of a regulation that should apply from 1 March 2019.
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This study provides an assessment of the structure and type of interventions as proposed by the European
Commission on the CAP beyond 2020 (Title Ill of the proposal COM(2018) 392). All Direct Payment and Rural
development interventions have been examined in the context of the main agricultural and environmental challenges
the EU faces. A set of recommendation is made for the improvement of specific instruments and to address policy
priorities and level playing field concerns.
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Sheep and goat sector production constitutes just a small share of the output of the EU livestock sector as a whole, but
this farming activity's importance is much broader in terms of its social and economic contribution to remote rural
areas, not to mention the environmental contribution it makes through the provision of public goods such as landscape
and biodiversity conservation. Economic and structural difficulties do not help the sector's growth and this means that
the EU is not self-sufficient but relies on imports to top up supply to its market for sheep and goats. The sector's
traditional and emerging needs and the need for policy measures to address them are at the core of an own-initiative
report due to be voted during the May | plenary session.
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