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MepiAnwn On 28 September 2022, the European Commission proposed a revision of the 2009 Directive on the protection of
workers from the risk of exposure to asbestos. On 27 June 2023, after interinstitutional negotiations, the Council and
the European Parliament reached a provisional agreement on the proposal. Parliament approved the agreed text on 3
October 2023; the Council followed on 23 October. The final act was signed on 22 November 2023. Member States
have until 21 December 2025 to transpose the bulk of the provisions, with the remainder to be in national law by
December 2029. Despite the total ban on the use of asbestos in the EU, exposure to this carcinogenic fibre, which is
still present in millions of buildings, kills more than 70 000 people a year in Europe. The new rules significantly lower
the current asbestos limits and provide for more modern and accurate technologies to measure exposure levels to
asbestos. They also provide for strengthened preventive and protective measures to improve worker protection, such
as the adequate use of individual protective and respiratory equipment, the safe cleaning of clothing, a
decontamination procedure, and high quality training requirements for workers. Third edition. The 'EU Legislation in
Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.

Briefing EN

Limits on exposure to carcinogens and mutagens at work: Fourth proposal
TUTmog dnuoaicuong Briefing
Hupepopunvia 09-10-2023
>uyypagpéag AMAND-EECKHOUT Laurence
Topéag ToAITIKAG ATraoxoAnon | Anuooia Yyeia

NEEN KAedi AMAZXOAHZH KAI ZYNOHKEZX EPTAZIAZ | emrayyeAparTikr) voéoog | kapkivoyovog ouaia | FTIEPIBAAAON | ouvBrkeg
KAl opyavwaon Tng epyaciag | uyeia kard tnv epyaacia | ¢Bopd Tou TTEPIBAANOVTOG

MepiAnwn In September 2020, as part of the fight against cancer and to protect the health of workers in a number of industries,
the European Commission proposed to amend the Carcinogens and Mutagens Directive (Directive 2004/37/EC),
expanding its scope and including and/or revising occupational exposure limit values for a number of cancer- or
mutation-causing chemical agents. On 16 December 2021, after interinstitutional negotiations, the Council and the
European Parliament reached a provisional agreement on the proposal. Parliament approved the agreed text on 17
February 2022; the Council followed on 3 March. The final act was signed on 9 March 2022. Workers will benefit from
greater protection, owing to the setting of exposure limits for acrylonitrile and nickel compounds and the lowering of the
limits for benzene. The scope of the directive includes reprotoxic substances (which have adverse effects on
reproduction and can cause impaired fertility or infertility). Workers who deal with hazardous medicinal products will
receive better training on how to handle them safely. Fourth edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are
updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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MepiAnwn On 28 September 2022, the European Commission proposed a revision of the 2009 Directive on the protection of
workers from the risk of exposure to asbestos. Despite the total ban on the use of asbestos in the EU, exposure to this
carcinogenic fibre, which is still present in many buildings, kills more than 70 000 people a year in Europe. Parliament
is due to vote in October on the agreement reached in interinstitutional negotiations.
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The IA provides a well-evidenced description of the problem and its scale and sufficiently substantiates the need to
lower the current EU occupational exposure level for asbestos. However, the IA could have explained the evaluation
findings in more detail and clarified the problem drivers further. The IA clearly explains the scientific opinion of the
Committee for Risk Assessment (RAC), according to which there is no safe exposure level and therefore the RAC did
not recommend any specific OEL. The IA describes different OEL options, but does not explain to what extent the
options differ, for example, in terms of risk management measures. The |IA justifies the preferred option for example by
the efficiency aspects (cost/benefit ratio). In the effectiveness analysis, the IA finds that the preferred option is the best
one, as it is supported by employers' and government interest groups, and therefore 'offers the best balance between
prevention and practical implementation'. It would have benefited the analysis if the IA had explained this argument in
more detail, given the different views of the social partners. The Commission has carried out an SME test, as nearly all
the companies involved in the asbestos work are small companies. According to the estimates, in the construction
sector, which represents 99 % of the companies involved in work with asbestos, the costs would remain largely
proportionate. The IA explains the analytical methods used, as well as the limitations and uncertainties of the analysis.
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Asbestos is one of the main causes of work-related types of cancer in the EU. More specifically, asbestos-related risks
are set to pose a major challenge in the context of the upcoming European Green Deal 'renovation wave', during which
it is expected that millions of buildings will be renovated or demolished. In 2009, the EU adopted Directive
2009/148/EC, the Asbestos at Work Directive (AWD), in order to protect workers from and prevent their exposure to
asbestos-related health risks, including by setting the EU occupational exposure limit (OEL). While noting substantial
data gaps, a 2017 European Commission ex-post evaluation found that the AWD had been effective and remained
relevant. However, it also highlighted the need for the OEL of 0.1 fibres/cm? to be updated in line with the latest
scientific evidence. In a 2021 legislative own-initiative report on the subject, the European Parliament made
recommendations to the Commission on improving workers' protection from asbestos, including by lowering the EU
OEL to 0.001 fibres/cm?®. In a 2022 call for evidence for an impact assessment, the Commission announced that it
intends to update the requirements under the AWD.
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The Carcinogens and Mutagens Directive is being updated for the fourth time, as part of the fight against cancer and to
protect the health of workers in a number of industries. A trilogue agreement on the proposal sets new exposure limits
for a range of hazardous substances. The European Parliament is expected to vote on the provisional agreement
during its plenary session in February.
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Recent decades have experienced an unparalleled development in wireless communication technologies (mobile
telephony, Wi-Fi). The imminent introduction of 5G technology across the EU is expected to bring new opportunities for
citizens and businesses, through faster internet browsing, streaming and downloading, as well as through better
connectivity. However, 5G, along with 3G and 4G, with which it will operate in parallel for several years, may also pose
threats to human health. This STOA report aim to take stock of our present understanding of health effects of 5G.
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Asbestos is responsible for more than half of the deaths from occupational cancer in the world. Since 2005 Asbestos is
banned in Europe. The risks remain, because of the maintenance or demolition work on older buildings and their
renovation (increasing energy efficiency) result in substantial exposure to asbestos and many people still work and live
in asbestos contaminated buildings.
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In September 2020, Belgium initiated a notification in the EU Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed (RASFF)
concerning residues of an unauthorised substance called ethylene oxide (EO) in various lots of sesame seeds from
India. This triggered a chain of enforced testing and controls, leading to withdrawals and recalls of significant amounts
of products in many EU Member States, including products such as hummus, bread, and sauces containing sesame.
Both conventional and organic products are concerned. A possible explanation according to scientists could be that
ethylene oxide has been used for fumigating sesame seeds, to eradicate contamination with salmonella.
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The impact assessment (lA) defines clearly the problem and its underlying drivers. The IA considers a wide range of
options, and those retained for further assessment appear to be reasonable and/or justified. However, the |A would
have benefited from providing greater clarity on those components that were either included in (short-term exposure
limit values) or excluded (biological limit values) from the preferred options. The analysis of impacts focuses on their
economic and social dimension, mainly linked to health. Environmental impacts are found to be limited or small but
positive, but the analysis could have been substantiated more thoroughly. A cost-benefit analysis of the transitional
occupational exposure limit values included in the preferred options was not performed. Stakeholders' opinions have
been satisfactorily reported. Finally, the |A appears to have addressed most of the RSB's recommendations and the
legislative proposal seems to be consistent with the analysis carried out in the IA.
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This briefing forms part of an EPRS series offering syntheses of the pre-legislative state of play and consultation on
key European Commission priorities during the current five-year term. It summarises the state of affairs in the relevant
policy field, examines how the existing policy is working on the ground, and, where possible, identifies best practice
and ideas for the future on the part of governmental organisations at all levels of European system of multilevel
governance. EPRS analysis of the positions of partner organisations at European, national, regional and local levels
suggests that they would like the following main considerations to be reflected in discussion of the forthcoming
Europe's Beating Cancer plan: * Submissions from all four levels of governance highlight the EU's key role in
prevention, including as regards cancer-causing environmental factors and tobacco consumption. Input obtained refers
to the active role Europe's local and regional actors can play in putting prevention into practice. * European and
national levels point to predictive diagnostic tools and novel approaches in cancer medicine. Regional actors advocate
for closer cooperation between primary care and hospital care in early diagnosis. Both the regional and local levels
would like the EU to help improve screening. * Equitable access to cancer care is featured across all levels. National
input raises the issue of availability and affordability of medicines. The local level underscores the merits of ambulatory
care, and sees a role for the EU in the creation of local coordination platforms for doctors and patients. * The European
level addresses cancer after-care in the local community and cancer survivorship and rehabilitation. Both the regional
and local levels recommend fostering personalised care and follow-up for cancer patients. * European and national
input stresses the importance of EU-wide cancer research cooperation, information sharing and better deployment of
(big) data. Attention is drawn to improving information, communication, education and awareness-raising for both the
wider public and healthcare professionals, with regional input encouraging the development of new technologies to
ease doctor-patient communication. * All levels would like Europe's Beating Cancer plan to address health inequalities
in cancer. EU-level action is considered key to help reduce socioeconomic and geographical disparities, and tackle
differences in cancer prevalence and survival rates. A 'health in all policies' approach is supported.
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The European Commission has proposed to amend Directive 2004/37/EC by expanding its scope and by including
and/or revising occupational exposure limit values for a number of cancer- or mutation-causing substances. The
initiative is proceeding in steps. The first proposal of May 2016 covered 13 priority chemical agents, the second, of
January 2017, a further seven. The current (third) proposal addresses an additional five. Broad discussions with
scientists and the social partners fed into all three proposals. Reacting to the Commission's set of measures as a
whole, trade unions have acknowledged the importance of further improving the existing framework. Actors on the
employers' side have underlined the need to ensure that values are proportionate and feasible in terms of technical
implementation. After adoption by the Parliament and Council, in March and May respectively, based on a text agreed
in trilogue in January 2019, the final act was signed by the presidents of the co-legislators on 5 June 2019. Directive
(EU) 2019/983 entered into force on 10 July 2019 and is to be transposed into national law within two years, by 11 July
2021. Third edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative
procedure.

EN

Protecting workers against carcinogens and mutagens: Third proposal

TU0Tmog dnuoaicuong Ev ouvTtopia

Huepounvia
2uyypagéag

Topéag TTONITIKAG

NEEN KAEIOI

MepiAnyn

Ev ouvTopia

20-03-2019
SCHOLZ Nicole
AmraoxoAnon | Anuéoia Yyeia

avaBewpnon vopou | ANTAZXOAHEH KAI ZYNOHKEZX EPIAZIAY | dikaio Tng Eupwtraiking ‘Evwong | eTayyeApaTikn
véoog | EYPQIMAIKH ENQZH | kivduvog yia Tnv uyeia | Kapkivog | KapKIvoyovog ouaia | KOIVOBOUAEUTIKO €pYO |
KOINQNIKA ©EMATA | odnyia (EE) | odnyia EK | MTAPAIQIH, TEXNOAOTIA KAI EPEYNA | MEPIBAAAON |
MOAITIKH | rpdTuTro 00@AAEIOG | CUVBRKEG Kal Opyavwaon TNG pyaciag | TExVoAoyia Kail TEXVIKOI KAVOVIOUOI | uyeida |
uyeia katd Tnv epyaacia | ¢Bopd Tou TTEPIBAANOVTOG

The European Commission is undertaking a phased process to amend Directive 2004/37/EC (the Carcinogens and
Mutagens Directive), expanding its scope and including and/or revising occupational exposure limit values for a
number of cancer- or mutation-causing chemical agents. The third proposal to amend the directive addresses a further
five agents. The agreement on the proposal reached after trilogue negotiations now needs to be confirmed by
Parliament, with a vote expected to take place during the March Il plenary session.
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The European Commission has proposed to amend Directive 2004/37/EC, by expanding its scope and by including
and/or revising occupational exposure limit values for a number of cancer- or mutation-causing chemical agents. The
initiative is proceeding in steps. The first proposal, submitted in May 2016, covered 13 priority chemical agents. The
current (second) proposal addresses a further seven agents. Broad discussions with scientists and the social partners
fed into both proposals. On the whole, trade unions and employers welcomed the current proposal. Trilogue
agreement was reached on 11 October 2018. As proposed by the European Parliament, diesel engine exhaust
emissions were included in the scope of the directive. After completion of the legislative procedure, the final act was
signed by the presidents of the co-legislators on 16 January 2019. Directive (EU) 2019/130 entered into force on 20
February 2019 and is to be transposed into national laws within two years, by 20 February 2021 at the latest. Third
edition. The ‘EU Legislation in Progress’ briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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This detailed appraisal focuses on the process and evidence base used in the IA for setting the limit values for
cadmium and beryllium, notably in light of some knowledge gaps and methodological challenges identified in the IA in
relation to the number of workers exposed and the estimation of the burden of disease. The appraisal concludes that
the IA has relied on a vast and updated amount of information, including scientific journals, guidelines, manuals,
surveys, published by authoritative research centres, publishers and international organisations, making the overall
analysis sufficiently convincing and robust. As regards the limitations of the analysis, which are transparently
acknowledged, the analysis carried out by the external contractors and endorsed in the IA recognises that the full
current and future disease burden deriving from historic exposures to cadmium and beryllium is not captured;
consequently, the disease burdens may be underestimated. As regards the estimated number of workers exposed to
cadmium, the value of 10 000 workers considered by the external contractors for their modelling (in addition to a higher
value of 30 000), and taken over in the IA, is coherently justified in light of the recognised wide divergences among the
different estimates. This value appears to be reasonable, based on the availability of data at national and EU level, and
the way some of them were gathered. As regards the estimated number of workers exposed to beryllium, the figure of
54 071 workers exposed in the EU 28 (excluding the construction sector) identified by the external contractor and used
in the |A appears to be plausible, based on the justifications provided. However, it is acknowledged that higher
exposure levels would imply higher costs and benefits at all target OEL values.
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The European Commission has started a phased process to amend Directive 2004/37/EC (Carcinogens and Mutagens
Directive, CMD), expanding its scope and including and/or revising occupational exposure limit values for a number of
cancer- or mutation-causing chemical agents. The second proposal to amend the CMD addresses a further seven
agents. It is among the Joint Declaration initiatives Parliament, Council and Commission have committed to handle
with priority. The agreement on the proposal reached after trilogue negotiations now needs a confirmation vote,
expected to take place during the December plenary session.
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The impact assessment (IA) accompanying the proposal for a third revision of the carcinogens and mutagens Directive
2004/37/EC clearly defines the problem to be addressed. However, it would have benefited from providing more
comprehensive explanations of its evolution without EU action. The objectives appear to be relevant, sufficiently
measurable, achievable, though not time-bound. The IA considers a wide range of options, and those retained for
further assessment appear to be reasonable, and consistent with the approach followed in two previous amendments
of the directive. The analysis of impacts focuses on the economic and social dimension, mainly health, consistently
with the manner in which the problem has been defined. Environmental impacts are assessed to be broadly negligible:
considering that the IA is dealing with carcinogenic chemical substances, this would have perhaps required further
justification. The |A acknowledges a general issue regarding, inter alia, the availability of data on the number of
workers exposed, and the scarce and not always sufficiently robust epidemiological evidence. The methodological
annex does not provide information regarding how the multi criteria analysis has been performed. Finally, the 1A
appears to have addressed most of the RSB's recommendations and the legislative proposal appears to be consistent
with the analysis carried out in the IA.
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In the European Union, plant protection products, often referred to as 'pesticides’, are subject to a dual approval
process: active substances are approved at European Union (EU) level, provided they meet a number of criteria.
Commercial plant protection products containing one or more active substances are subsequently authorised at
Member State level if they satisfy certain conditions. A controversy has emerged since 2015 over the renewal of the
approval of glyphosate. One of the active substances most commonly found in broad-spectrum herbicides in the world,
glyphosate is mainly used in agriculture. The controversy started as a result of diverging assessments of its
carcinogenicity: the International Agency for Research on Cancer, a branch of the World Health Organization,
classified glyphosate as probably carcinogenic to humans, while the European Food Safety Authority found it unlikely
to pose a carcinogenic hazard to humans. The European Chemicals Agency later concluded that glyphosate did not
classify as a carcinogen. Several national authorities outside the EU also came to the same conclusion. The European
Commission eventually renewed the approval of glyphosate for five years in December 2017. The views of
stakeholders and Member States on the topic have been strongly divided. The European Parliament has called for
phasing out all uses of glyphosate by the end of 2022. Parliament is expected to vote, in February 2018, on the
creation of a special committee on the Union's authorisation procedure for pesticides.
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The European Commission proposes to amend Directive 2004/37/EC by expanding its scope and by including and/or
revising occupational exposure limit values for a number of cancer-causing chemical agents. According to the
Commission, this would improve workers' health protection, increase the effectiveness of the EU framework and
promote clarity for economic operators. Overall, the proposal received a broad welcome from stakeholders. After
completion of the legislative procedure at first reading in the European Parliament and the Council, the presidents of
the co-legislators signed the final act on 12 December 2017. The directive applies as from 16 January 2018.
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The European Commission proposes to amend Directive 2004/37/EC on the protection of workers from the risks
related to exposure to carcinogens or mutagens at work (the Carcinogens and Mutagens Directive, CMD) by
expanding its scope and by including and/or revising occupational exposure limit values for 13 cancer- and mutation-
causing chemicals. Parliament is due to vote on the proposal during the October Il plenary.
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The IA defines the problem clearly, and its evolution without EU action is comprehensively outlined. The objectives
appear to be relevant, sufficiently measurable, achievable, and consistent with the manner in which the problem has
been defined, as well as with other EU policies; however, they are not time-bound. The methodology used to compare
the scope of impacts is well-developed, even though it is not always clear how the reported figures were obtained.
However, the proposed range of options limits the scope of the analysis, and some of those retained for consideration
are not entirely convincing. Environmental impacts are claimed not to be significant, without any explanation being
provided. There is also a general issue regarding the availability of timely and reliable data, as well as the scarcity of
available epidemiologic evidence. The Commission has consulted a broad range of stakeholders, and the replies
received were highly representative of all national-level social partner organisations of employers and trade unions.
Finally, the IA seems to have addressed the RSB's recommendations.
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AMNAXXOAHZH KAl ZYNOHKEZX EPIAZIAY | appodiotnta tou EK | dpdon tng EE | eTrayyeApaTikr véoog | epyacioko
TePIBAAAOV | epyaTikd aruXnpa | eupwTTaikr| oIKod6uNon | EYPQMAIKH ENQ3H | Eupwtraikog Opyaviopog yia my
AogdAeia kai Tnv Yyeia otnv Epyacia | Beopika épyava 1ng EupwTraikig Evwaong kal eupwTraikr) dnuoéoia dioiknon |
Kapkivoyovog ouaia | MTAPAFQIH, TEXNOAOTIA KAI EPEYNA | MEPIBAAAON | ToAiTikr TrepiBaAAovTog | TTpdAnyn
TTEPIBAAOVTIKOU KIVOUVOU | TIPOTUTTO OOPAAEING | GUVONKES KOl OpYAvVWOTN TNG EPYACiag | TEXVOAOyia Kal TEXVIKOI
Kavoviopoi | uyegia katd Tnv epyacia | Bopd Tou TrepIBAAAOVTOG

H BeAtiwon Tng uyeiag kai TNG ao@dAeiag aTnv epyacia amacyoAei Tnv EE amé tn dekaetia Tou 1980. Me Tn B¢oTTion
vopoBeaiag o€ eupwTTaikod eTTiTTedo KaBopioTnkav eAAXIOTA TTPOTUTIA YIa TNV TTPOCTACIA TWV EPYAJONEVWY, XWPIS va
TrapeuTTodifovTal Ta KPATn PEAN va diatnpouv i va BeaTriouv auaTnpoTtepa pETpa. OTav T€0nke o€ 10U N ZuvBnAkn TG
NioaBovag, o XapTtng Twv OgpeAiwdwv Aikaiwpdtwy TNG EupwTraikng ‘Evwong €yIve VOUIKG DEOPEUTIKOG, KaBIOTWVTOG
TNV TOAITIKH Y1 TNV UYEia Kal TNV ao@AAela £vav akOun Tro onuavTiko Topéa Tng vopoBeaiag Tng EE.
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AMNAXXOAHZH KAl ZYNOHKEZX EPIAZIAY | BIOMHXANIA | AIEONEIZ OPIANIZMOI | dopn TnG olkovopiag |
Hvwpuéva ‘E6vn | kivduvog yia Tnv uyeia | kapkivoyovog ouaia | KOINONIKA ©EMATA | peAeTn emTITwoewy |
oikovopikn avaiuan | OIKONOMIKA | oikovopikog Topéag | Maykoouia Opyavwon Yyeiag | TAPATQIH, TEXNOAOTIA
KAI EPEYNA | MEPIBAAAON | TpoTUuTIo aoq)a)\alcxg | ouvBnkeg Kai opycwior] ™ng apycxcrlcxg | Texvo)\ovla Kl TEXVIKOI
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The European Commission proposes to amend Directive 2004/37/EC by expanding its scope and by including and/or
revising occupational exposure limit values for a number of cancer-causing chemical agents. According to the
Commission, this would improve workers' health protection, increase the effectiveness of the EU framework and
promote clarity for economic operators. Overall, the proposal has received a broad welcome from stakeholders. The
Council reached a general approach on 13 October 2016. The European Parliament's EMPL Committee rapporteur
has presented her draft report, which was considered in December. A total of 196 amendments have been tabled on
the Commission proposal. The Committee vote is scheduled for 27-28 February 2017.
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TEPIBAANOVTIKEG Cnpieg | Kivduvog yia Tnv uyeia | kapkivoyévog ouaia | KoivoBouAio | KOINQNIKA ©EMATA | kpdTog
pEAOG EE | péoa yewpyikAg TTapaywyng | oikovopuikr yewypagia | TIEPIBAAAON | TroAimikr TrepiBaAAovTog | MTOAITIKH
| putravon atéd opyavikég ouaies | uyeia | Bopd Tou TTEPIBAAAOVTOG | @UTOUYEIOVOUIKG TTPOIOVTA | XNUEia | XNUIKA
Bropnyavia

This study was commissioned by the European Parliament's Policy Department for Citizens' Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the Committee on Petitions (PETI). Lindane and technical-HCH were extensively produced in
the EU until the 1990s and used as a broad spectrum insecticide until 2008. The use and production of lindane is now
banned in most countries around the world. However, it unfortunately continues to make itself known. Its persistence,
bioacumulative and toxic properties, spillages from former production sites and the illegal dumping of HCH-waste,
have given rise to serious concerns as understanding grows about the ability of HCH-polluted-spots to widely disperse
HCH pollution into surface and groundwater.

This report presents an updated mapping of the lindane production plants and HCH-waste dumping sites in the EU.
Potential remediation techniques, including laboratory and field experiences, are also provided with a selection of best
practices regarding the restoration of contaminated sites and the participation of stakeholders. The information on
lindane from official websites is also analysed.
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AopdAieia Twv Tpogipwy | EYPQIAIKH ENQZH | EupwTraikog Opyaviopog Xnuikwy Mpoidviwy | {ICaviokTévo |
Beopika Opyava TNG EupwraikAg Evwong Kal eupwTraik dnuoaia 810iknaon | Kivduvog yia Tnv uyeia | Kapkivog |
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| MEPIBAAAON | To€ikr ouadia | uyeia | @Bopd Tou TTEPIBAANOVTOG | QUTOQAPHUAKO

This report summarises the presentations and discussions of the workshop on the “EU’s pesticide risk assessment
system: the case of glyphosate”, held at the European Parliament in Brussels on Tuesday, 24 May 2016. The aim of
the workshop was to provide background information and advice for the Members of the ENVI Committee on the
effects of glyphosate on human health.

During the first part of the workshop, the EU policy context and the state of play of the issue were presented. An
update on the environmental effects of glyphosate on biodiversity was also given. Moreover, the status of the
precautionary principle, a legal principle which underpins the use of this substance, was discussed.

The second part of the workshop focused on the challenges and options based on the available research and
evidence. The different findings of the IARC and EFSA were presented. In particular, the different methods of the
evaluation, as well as the difference between hazard assessment and risk assessment, were covered during this
session. Furthermore, the ongoing ECHA'’s evaluation of glyphosate, which is being carried out under the CLP
Regulation, was illustrated.

Finally, the perspectives from civil society and doctors were also taken into account. While the divergences during the
sessions showed how polarised the issue is, it was outlined that a decision on the glyphosate matter would be crucial
in order to bring to an end a situation of uncertainty.

This workshop and the respective document were prepared by the Policy Department A at the request of the
Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety.
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®Bopa Tou TTEPIBAANOVTOG

Overall, the Commission appears to have provided sound reasoning and justification for the initiative. The methodology
used to compare the scope of impacts is well-developed, but the proposed range of options limits the scope of the
analysis. As Option 3 is barely considered, and Option 4 does not seem to be consistent with the objectives, the added
value of these options is not evident. Moreover, both the 1A and the Explanatory Memorandum of the proposal are not
explicit about the preferred option. More information on the consultation with SCOEL and ACSH would have been
welcomed in order to understand the way in which the OELs were set. Finally, it is not entirely clear why the
Commission has come forward with this proposal before the ex-post evaluation of the OSH Framework undertaken
within the remit of REFIT has been completed. Indeed, including the results of the ex-post evaluation in the IA might
have strengthened the Commission’s evidence base as well as further clarified the monitoring and evaluation
arrangements and the interaction between the various pieces of legislation under the OSH Framework.
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The European Commission proposes to amend Directive 2004/37/EC by expanding its scope and by including and/or
revising occupational limit exposure values for a number of cancer-causing chemical agents in the light of new
scientific data. According to the Commission, this would improve workers' health protection, increase the effectiveness
of the EU framework and promote clarity for economic operators. The initiative would proceed in two steps, with the
current proposal and another to follow later in the year. Broad discussions with scientists and the social partners fed
into the proposal, and it has received a broad welcome from stakeholders. Trade unions nonetheless regret that
certain substances are not included, and some on the employers' side oppose the limit value for respirable crystalline
silica. The legislative process is in its initial stages, with the EMPL Committee to consider the proposal in the coming
months.

A more recent edition of this document is available. Find it by searching by the document title at this address:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/home.html
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Despite wide-ranging European legislation, not all substances that can increase the risk of occupational cancers are
necessarily covered by existing pieces of legislation. Various studies point to a continuous increase in cancers
attributable to working conditions and to a need to improve the protection of workers. Although Directive 2007/34 is the
main legislative act setting the standards for the protection of workers against work-related cancers, several studies
and stakeholders have called for the scope of the directive to be broadened by adding chemical substances that were
not originally covered by the directive, thus decreasing workers' exposure to them. Similarly, Parliament has on
numerous occasions asked the Commission to amend the existing legislation on the prevention of work-related
cancers and to increase workers' protection against occupational diseases, including cancer. Although the May 2016
Commission proposal intends to increase the protection of workers by broadening of the scope of Directive 2007/34 by
setting exposure limit values for 13 additional chemical substances, there are still various substances that are not
included on the list and that can potentially have an adverse impact on the health of workers. The European
Commission has promised to conduct a further impact assessment for the additional 12 chemical substances by the
end of 2016. These subsequent actions may lead to future legislative proposals updating the existing legislation.
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A scientific controversy has recently erupted over diverging assessments of the carcinogenicity of glyphosate, one of
the world's most widely used active substances in herbicides. Against this backdrop, the European Commission has
proposed to renew the authorisation of glyphosate for 15 years. A motion for a resolution adopted by the ENVI
Committee calling on the Commission to reconsider its proposal is expected to be tabled for plenary vote in April.
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MepiAnwn On 26 October 2015, the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), which is part of the World Health
Organization (WHO), announced that it has classified processed meat as 'carcinogenic to humans', and red meat as
'probably carcinogenic to humans'. Stakeholder responses have varied from putting things into perspective, to
criticising the decision, to cautioning against alarmist reactions.
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