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In 2020, the Commission launched a review of the Solvency Il Directive, the EU's legal prudential regulatory framework
for (re-)insurance companies, which entered into force in 2016. As one output of the review, the Commission made a
proposal in September 2021 for a new directive establishing a framework for recovery and resolution of insurance
companies — the 'IRRD proposal'. The IRRD proposal would establish harmonised recovery and resolution tools and
procedures, with enhanced cross-border cooperation between national authorities. The proposal adopts the 'pre
emptive' approach whereby insurance companies must submit plans to the supervisory authorities, which would be
given powers to implement resolutions. The proposal also sets out a range of tools for resolutions. In the European
Parliament, the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON), in charge of the file, adopted its report in July
2023. Following trilogue negotiations, the co-legislators reached an inter-institutional provisional agreement on 14
December 2023, which the ECON committee approved on 29 January 2024. The next steps include the adoption of
the text by the Parliament's plenary and by the Council. Once adopted, it will be signed by the Council and the
Parliament and published in the Official Journal. Third edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at
key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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This study focuses on EU Cohesion Policy in the nine outermost regions. It first outlines the geographic, climate, socio-
economic, demographic and administrative characteristics of these regions and further analyses the vulnerabilities
affecting their convergence processes. It pays particular attention to the implementation of EU Cohesion Policy and the
use of place-based approaches to foster their economic growth. Finally, it reviews the importance of Article 349 of the
TFEU and concludes with recommendations for its wider application..
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Often isolated, and with generally poorer access to public services, the EU's border regions face a unique set of
challenges. This has been recognised under Article 174 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, which
states that particular attention should be paid to cross border regions when developing action to strengthen the EU's
economic, social and territorial cohesion. Yet while the EU has provided significant support for these regions over the
years, particularly within the framework of European territorial cooperation, helping to strengthen connectivity and
create new growth and jobs, numerous obstacles continue to hamper cross-border cooperation. The Commission's
2015 cross-border review revealed legal and administrative barriers as the main obstacle to cross-border cooperation.
In parallel, the 2015 Luxembourg Presidency put forward plans for an EU cross-border mechanism. Both processes
fed into discussions on a mechanism for cross-border areas, culminating in the present proposal. While the European
Parliament adopted its first-reading position on the proposal in February 2019, progress has been slow, with the
Council's working party on structural measures deciding to cease work on the proposal in May 2021. In October 2022,
to break the impasse and take the lead on this issue, the Parliament's Committee on Regional Development started
drawing up a legislative-initiative report, calling on the Commission to present a new legislative proposal. The report is
expected to be voted during the September 2023 plenary session. This publication builds on and updates an EU
legislation in progress briefing from November 2021 by Christian Van Lierop.
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The development of territorial cooperation between European and Ukrainian local and regional authorities is an
important step toward Ukraine’s membership in the EU. This study presents the benefits of and barriers to the
collaboration between European and Ukrainian cities and regions and shows the role of the EU programmes and
instruments in supporting territorial cooperation. It suggests solutions that can promote cooperation between cities and
regions and describes their potential to strengthen the capacities of self-governments and to support civil society in
Ukraine.
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The development of territorial cooperation between European and Ukrainian local and regional authorities is an
important step toward Ukraine’s membership in the EU. This At a glance note summarises the study presenting the
benefits of and barriers to the collaboration between European and Ukrainian cities and regions and shows the role of
the EU programmes and instruments in supporting territorial cooperation. It suggests solutions that can promote
cooperation between cities and regions and describes their potential to strengthen the capacities of self-governments
and to support civil society in Ukraine
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A rich tapestry of nations and cultures, the Mediterranean has always been a strategic area for the European Union
(EU) and there is much mutual benefit to be garnered from closer cooperation with the countries of the southern and
eastern Mediterranean. As a geographical region whose countries face many shared challenges given their joint
proximity to a common sea, the idea of establishing a macro-regional strategy for the Mediterranean region has been
present in EU discourse from the very beginning, drawing support from institutions such as the European Committee of
the Regions (CoR) and the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC), with Parliament also contributing.
Discussions on the development of a macro-regional strategy in the Mediterranean have explored a variety of different
scenarios, from an overarching strategy encompassing the whole region, to three separate macro-regional strategies
or a combination of both approaches. Progress towards greater macro-regional cooperation in the region has,
however, been slow. This situation has arguably been compounded by the challenges facing the region in general,
which include issues such as digital transformation, climate change, migration and mobility, and environmental
protection. Whereas a large number of territorial cooperation initiatives have developed over the years to help
countries work together to address these issues, the developmental differences between the countries of the
Mediterranean are such that the priorities of the countries of the southern Mediterranean differ significantly from those
of their northern neighbours, making it difficult to agree on a set of common priorities for a possible macro-regional
strategy in the Mediterranean. This lack of consensus could ultimately prove to be the most difficult challenge of all.
For while the European Council remains open to new macro-regional strategies, the lack of any agreement among the
countries concerned regarding priorities or indeed geographical scope raises serious questions as to the prospects for
the implementation of a macro-regional strategy for the Mediterranean.
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On 29 May 2018, the European Commission adopted several proposals aimed at defining the EU cohesion policy for
the post-2020 programming period. The package includes a proposal for the new generation of European territorial
cooperation (ETC) programmes, commonly referred to as 'Interreg'. The proposed regulation would bring significant
changes to the architecture of ETC, with the reshaping of the three traditional cooperation strands (i.e. cross-border,
transnational and interregional cooperation) and the creation of two new components, one dedicated to outermost
regions, the other to interregional cooperation on innovation. Another major novelty is the incorporation of cooperation
with countries other than EU Member States. The proposal was examined simultaneously by the Council and the
European Parliament. In Parliament, the Committee on Regional Development (REGI) was responsible for the file.
Parliament adopted its legislative resolution on the proposal at first reading on 26 March 2019, enabling trilogue
negotiations to get under way with the Council. Agreement on the text was reached at the trilogue meeting of 2
December 2020, with Parliament adopting the draft regulation on 23 June 2021. Signed on 24 June 2021, the final act
was published in the EU Official Journal on 30 June 2021.
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Better known as Interreg, European territorial cooperation is one of the most visible examples of how EU Member
States can work together for the common good. Gradually growing in importance since its creation 30 years ago, its
budget has increased tenfold in this period, with ETC acquiring its own regulation for 2014-2020. The proposal for a
new ETC regulation is part of the post 2020 cohesion package, with the European Parliament expected to vote at
second reading at its June Il plenary session on the text agreed during interinstitutional negotiations.
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Established in 1990, the first European territorial cooperation initiative, Interreg |, focused on cross-border cooperation.
Action in this area has expanded over the years to cover broader initiatives such as trans-national cooperation,
involving countries from wider geographical areas, and inter-regional cooperation, which brings together regions from
across the whole EU. These three strands together make up European territorial cooperation (ETC), which is one of
the two main goals of cohesion policy today and which is celebrating its 30th anniversary this year. With the removal of
many of Europe's frontier posts, travelling freely across borders has become second nature for millions of EU citizens.
European territorial cooperation has brought Europeans closer together, strengthened connectivity and improved the
natural environment, supported by EU mechanisms such as the European groupings of territorial cooperation, and
macro-regional strategies. Yet despite these achievements, numerous obstacles to closer cooperation still remain,
such as divergent national rules in the areas of employment, healthcare and social security. Recent years have
witnessed increased calls to address these hurdles, with the 2015 Luxembourg EU Presidency launching discussions
on a new instrument for cross-border projects, leading to the 2018 European Commission proposal for a cross-border
mechanism, and the Commission rolling out initiatives such as the cross-border review and the b-solutions project,
which aims to identify and find solutions to remaining bottlenecks, helping to boost growth and cohesion in EU border
regions. With negotiations under way on post-2020 cohesion policy, there is broad agreement among many
stakeholders on the importance of strengthening Interreg beyond 2020. Yet the budget for ETC has been significantly
reduced under the current Interreg proposals despite the many achievements of this policy, not least in recent months
during which cross-border cooperation has provided a lifeline for many border regions. The coronavirus pandemic has
revealed that territorial cooperation arguably needs protecting more than ever, with the sudden closure of EU internal
borders a stark reminder that European territorial cooperation cannot be taken for granted. This is a further updated
edition of a briefing from March 2018.
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This briefing was prepared to provide information for the European Parliament’s Committee on Regional Development
delegation visit to Portugal of 27 February to 1 March 2019.
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This briefing was prepared to provide information for the visit to La Réunion on 16th September 2018 by a delegation
of the European Parliament’s Committee on Regional Development.
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The European Commission recently issued the legislative proposals for the spending programmes of the MFF 2021-
2027, including the legislative package on cohesion policy. Three of these proposals (on the ERDF and the Cohesion
fund, on a new mechanism for cross-border cooperation and on Interreg) are covered by one IA. It provides a good
description of policy challenges and ‘lessons learned’ from previous programmes. Potential effects of proposed
measures are, however, discussed rather generally, neglecting in particular social, environmental and other specific or
indirect impacts. Additional explanations regarding the assumptions (and uncertainties) underlying the analysis would
have increased the completeness, precision and accountability of the IA.
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Established in 1990, the first European territorial cooperation initiative, Interreg |, focused on cross-border cooperation.
Action in this area has expanded over the years to cover broader initiatives such as trans-national cooperation,
involving countries from wider geographical areas, and inter-regional cooperation, which brings together regions from
across the whole EU. These three strands together make up European territorial cooperation, which is one of the two
main goals of cohesion policy today. With the removal of Europe's frontier posts, travelling across borders has become
second nature for millions of European citizens. European territorial cooperation has brought Europeans closer
together, strengthened connectivity and improved the natural environment, supported by EU mechanisms such as the
European groupings of territorial cooperation, and macro-regional strategies. Yet despite these achievements,
numerous obstacles to closer cooperation still remain, such as divergent national rules in the areas of employment,
healthcare and social security. Recent years have witnessed increased calls to address these hurdles, with the 2015
Luxembourg EU Presidency putting forward a proposal for a new instrument for cross-border projects, and the
European Commission organising a cross-border review to identify remaining bottlenecks in the area, leading to a
2017 communication on boosting growth and cohesion in EU border regions. The European Parliament has also
adopted a resolution on European territorial cooperation as part of this process. With discussions under way on the
future of cohesion policy, there is general agreement on the importance of strengthening Interreg beyond 2020. Yet
despite the many achievements of this policy over the years, continued EU support for European territorial cooperation
is arguably critical, with the partial reintroduction of border controls in recent years revealing just how fragile territorial
cooperation can be. This is an updated edition of a briefing from September 2016: PE 586.666.
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One of the EU’s main instruments for promoting European territorial cooperation, macro-regional strategies bring
together regions from Member States and third countries confronted with a common set of challenges. While each
macro-regional strategy differs in terms of the countries involved or the scope of its policies, they all share the same
common aim: to ensure a coordinated approach to issues best tackled together. Parliament is due to discuss an own-
initiative report on the implementation of macro-regional strategies during its January plenary session.
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The scenes of devastation caused by recent hurricanes in the Caribbean are a stark reminder of the destructive force
of nature. As residents struggle to rebuild their lives following the passage of the latest storms, attention turns to the
relief efforts. The EU can help through emergency humanitarian assistance and a variety of funding mechanisms,
depending on the status of the territories concerned and their relationship with the EU.
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Article 174 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU states that the Union should pursue actions leading to the
strengthening of its economic, social and territorial cohesion as well as to reduce regional disparities. The cohesion
policy of the EU aims at addressing these aims. An own-initiative report on building blocks for a post-2020 cohesion
policy is to be voted during the June plenary session. It gives an overview of the priorities for the future of cohesion
policy.
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This analysis is a contribution to the ongoing EP Implementation report on the Commission Communication on
"Investing in jobs and growth - maximising the contribution of European Structural and Investment Funds", the so
called “Article 16(3) report”. The main findings included in this paper are based on recently published studies
commissioned by the EP REGI Committee.
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Established in 1990, the first European territorial cooperation initiative, Interreg |, focused on cross-border cooperation.
Action in this area has expanded over the years to cover broader initiatives such as trans-national cooperation,
involving countries from wider geographical areas, and inter-regional cooperation, which brings together regions from
across the whole EU. These three strands together make up European territorial cooperation, which is one of the two
main goals of cohesion policy today. With the removal of Europe’s frontier posts, travelling across the border to work,
visit the doctor, or simply to go out for the day, has become second nature for millions of European citizens. European
territorial cooperation has brought Europeans closer together, strengthened connectivity and improved the
environment, supported by EU mechanisms such as the European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation and macro-
regional strategies. Yet despite these achievements, numerous obstacles to closer cooperation still remain, such as
divergent national rules in the areas of employment, healthcare or social security. Recent years have witnessed
increased calls to address these hurdles, with the 2015 Luxembourg EU presidency putting forward a proposal for a
new instrument for cross-border projects and the European Commission organising a consultation to identify remaining
bottlenecks in this area as part of a wider cross-border review. The European Parliament has also prepared a report on
European Territorial Cooperation as part of this process, which will be debated at the September 2016 plenary
session. While discussions are due to begin on the future shape of cohesion policy post-2020 and on the role of
Interreg, the temporary reintroduction of border controls by several countries within the Schengen zone is already
having a negative impact on cross-border cooperation, a clear sign that territorial cooperation may not be taken for
granted.
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This study provides a comprehensive synthetic analysis of the European Territorial Cooperation programmes adopted
for the programming period 2014—2020. The study offers insights on the strategic choices made by Member States

and programme authorities for programme content and management, synergies with other EU, national and regional
level instruments, implementing tools and simplification measures foreseen by the regulations.

EN

EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region

Tutog dnuoaicuong Briefing

Huepounvia
2uyypagéag

Topéag TTONITIKAG

NEEN KAEIOI

MepiAnyn

Briefing

06-06-2016
VAN LIEROP Christiaan
Mepipepeiakr) AvaTTugn

BaAtik) ©dAacoa | Siktuo petagopwy | diakuBépvnon | diapebopiakr cuvepyaaia | AIEONEIZ ZXEZEIZ | Si01knNTIKA
dlayeipion | eKTEAEOTIKN e€ouaia kal dnudaia dioiknon | evepyelakr) ouvepyaoia | EMIXEIPHEZEIZ KAl ANTATQNIZEMOX
| emixeipnolakd Tpoypappa | eupwTraikn) €da@ikr) cuvepyaaoia | EYPQIMAIKH ENQXH | META®OPEZ | oikovopIKa TnG
EupwTraikAg Evwaong | oikovouiki ouvepyacia | OIKONOMIKA | opydvwon Twv petagopwy | MEPIBAAAON |
TTEPIBAANOVTIKA CUVEPYATIa | TTEPIPEPEIEG KAl TTEPIPEPEIOKT TTONITIKA | TTONITIKF) ouvepyaoiag | MOAITIKH | mpdypappa
dpaong | euaoiko TrepIBaAAovV | xpnuartodotnon Tng EE

Encompassing regions from Member States as well as third countries confronted with a common set of challenges,
macro-regions are often defined on the basis of geographical features. Whether inspired by a sense of regional
identity, a desire to engage in closer cooperation or to pool resources, all macro-regional strategies share a common
aim: to ensure a coordinated approach to issues best tackled jointly. While diverse in many ways, the countries
bordering the Baltic are characterised by a high degree of interdependence, with a tradition of cooperation dating back
to the Hanseatic period. This shared identity was cemented further through the EU accession of the Baltic States and
Poland in 2004, increasing to eight the number of EU Member States in the Baltic region (Sweden, Denmark, Estonia,
Finland, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania and Poland). Yet despite the introduction of common EU rules and policies,
opening up new prospects for improving growth and living standards through closer coordination, persistent differences
have remained between the prosperous northern and western seaboards of the Baltic and its less developed southern
and eastern countries. Concerns over the deteriorating state of the Sea itself, and a sense that the region had failed to
make best use of the opportunities of EU membership led to calls for action and the development of a dedicated
strategy for the Baltic region in 2009. Originally initiated by the European Parliament, the Strategy covers the eight EU
Member States of the Baltic and also involves cooperation with the neighbouring countries of Russia, Belarus, Norway
and Iceland. It has been designed to be adapted to changing circumstances, and revisions of its Action Plan have
streamlined its structure and given more responsibility to Member States. A number of key challenges remain,
however, not least its complex governance, a lack of political engagement, low knowledge about the Strategy and
mixed results in integrating it into 2014-2020 operational programmes, a key potential source of funding.
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This in-depth analysis was written upon request of the Committee on Regional Development, and it is an update of a
similar document that was completed in November 2015. The aim is to inform Members about the political, socio-
economic and administrative system of Croatia, in particular Sibenik-Knin and Karlovac Counties and the City of
Zagreb. The analysis also provides an overview of cohesion policy in Croatia, including the arrangements in place for
the 2014-2020 programming period and the European Territorial Cooperation programmes.
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Topéag ToAiTikAg AgloAdynaon Tou Aikaiou kai Tng MoAImiKAG aTtnv TTPagn | Metagopég | Toupiopdg

NEEN KAeIdi aaTikég ouykoivwvieg | TEQMPADIA | SisupwTraikd SiKTUO | eVagPIEG Kal BIGOTNMIKEG HETAPOPEG | EVOEPIEG HETAPOPEG |
EUPWTTOIKA BaQIKN ouvepyaaia | eupwTTaikh oikodounon | eupwtraikn Tepipépeia | EYPQIMAIKH ENQXH | EupwTin |
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MepiAnwn This overview of the transport and tourism sectors in Romania was prepared to provide the information for the mission
of the Transport and Tourism Committee to Romania (29-31 March 2016).
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