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This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the PETI Committee, aims at gaining deeper insights into the legal aspects of cross border
nuclear safety and cooperation in the European Union. It analyses the legal framework of nuclear safety as well as the
liability and insurance schemes for nuclear accidents. The study examines the current liability and insurance
framework and formulates possibilities for a further involvement of the EU in the liability regime. Specific attention is
paid to citizen and NGO involvement in decision-making concerning nuclear power plants. The study analyses the
case law in that respect and formulates various recommendations to improve the regime concerning cross-border
nuclear safety, liability and corporation in the EU.
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Thirty years after the Chernobyl accident in neighbouring Ukraine, Belarus is building its first nuclear power plant
(NPP). The first unit is set to become operational in 2018 with Russian assistance. However, as the project advances,
safety concerns are mounting.
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In the past five years, the Turkish leadership has announced a series of megaprojects, the purpose of which is both to
support national development, and to gain a place for the country in the world's top ten economies. The main
megaprojects include the '‘Canalistanbul’, which will create an additional shipping channel from the Marmara Sea to the
Black Sea, a new airport, with the ambition to be the busiest in the world, a third bridge across the Bosphorus in
Istanbul, as well as nuclear power plants and major pipelines across the country. These projects have led to major
debates within Turkish society, as they are planned by the central government with little input from local communities.
In addition there is controversy because of their potential impact on the environment, in an area of considerable
seismic risk. These two dimensions were criticised in the European Commission's most recent report on Turkey's
progress towards EU accession, published in November 2015. In June 2015, the European Parliament criticised
Turkey's stance on freedom of speech, which is key to the possibilities for informing and consulting with civil society on
large infrastructure developments such as the megaprojects.
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