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This study examines the evolving role of the European Council in the EU’s constitutional structure. As the study
demonstrates, the increasing tendency of the European Council to instruct other EU institutions and its limited
accountability have established an increasing gap between its de jure role under the EU Treaties and its de facto
power in the larger system of EU governance.

This study was commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the AFCO Committee.
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The implementation timetable for cohesion policy is defined largely by its legislative framework. In order to be able to
plan parliamentary work and exercise systematic scrutiny of policy implementation and of the Commission’s work, it is
essential to have an overview of the timing of different steps in policy implementation in the coming years. This type of
briefing was first published (and subsequently updated) in 2014 covering the 2014-2020 programming period. This
version includes the policy actions of the 2021-27 period, while still indicating the last steps of the 2014-20 period. It
includes a detailed (but non-exhaustive) timetable of policy actions in 2024, together with an overview of major actions
for the remainder of the programming period, from 2025. Given its contribution to cohesion in the European Union,
policy actions under the Recovery and Resilience Facility are now included in the calendar.
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Propuestas del Parlamento con vistas a la revision de los Tratados
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Durante su periodo parcial de sesiones de noviembre Il, el Parlamento tiene previsto someter a votacién un informe
en el que se propone un gran numero de modificaciones de los Tratados de la Unién para llevar a cabo reformas
radicales en la Unién. Dicho informe es fruto de los debates de los Ultimos afios que se intensificaron con la
Conferencia sobre el Futuro de Europa en 2021 y 2022. En caso de aprobarse, se reanudarian las negociaciones
interinstitucionales sobre la conveniencia de proceder a una revision de los Tratados.

DE, EN, ES, FR, IT, PL

Fuente : © Unién Europea, 2024 - PE


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/es/document/IPOL_STU(2024)760125
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2024/760125/IPOL_STU(2024)760125_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/es/document/IPOL_BRI(2016)563425
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/es/document/IPOL_BRI(2016)563425
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/563425/IPOL_BRI(2016)563425_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/es/document/EPRS_ATA(2023)754593
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2023/754593/EPRS_ATA(2023)754593_DE.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2023/754593/EPRS_ATA(2023)754593_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2023/754593/EPRS_ATA(2023)754593_ES.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2023/754593/EPRS_ATA(2023)754593_FR.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2023/754593/EPRS_ATA(2023)754593_IT.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2023/754593/EPRS_ATA(2023)754593_PL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/es/legal-notice

Commission proposal on preventing and combating child sexual abuse: The Commission's engagement

with stakeholders
Tipo de publicacién
Fecha
Autor externo

Ambito politico
Palabra clave

Resumen

Briefing

Briefing

15-11-2023

DG, EPRS

Espacio de libertad, seguridad y justicia | Evaluacion de impacto ex ante

ASUNTOS SOCIALES | DERECHO | Derecho penal | instituciones de la Unién Europea y funcién publica europea |
pedofilia | proteccion de la infancia | relacion interinstitucional (UE) | UNION EUROPEA | vida social | violencia sexual

Drawn up in response to the specific request by the LIBE committee of 16 October 2023, this briefing first provides a
succinct overview of the role and purpose of stakeholder consultation under the Commission's Better Regulation
agenda (Chapter 1), to enhance the evidence base of a legislative proposal. It considers the different types of
consultation the Commission carries out at different stages in the process to ensure it consults broadly and
comprehensively, as set out in the Better Regulation Guidelines (BRG). Moreover, the briefing outlines the function of
the interinstitutional Transparency Register in relation to stakeholder consultation. Chapter 2 analyses in detail how
these guidelines were applied in the specific case, starting with the feedback the Commission solicited on the inception
impact assessment in December 2020 up until the adoption of the proposal on 11 May 2022. It appears that the
Commission has sought feedback and input from a wide range of stakeholders, throughout the process, in compliance
with transparency requirements set out in the Better Regulation Guidelines, interinstitutional agreements on better law-
making (2016) and the Transparency Register (2021), and EU secondary law, in particular Commission decisions
2014/839/EU and 2014/838/EU regarding the publication of information on meetings held between Members of the
Commission and Directors-General of the Commission, respectively, with organisations or self-employed individuals.
Chapter 3 provides for a mapping of the stakeholders that gave input to the Commission's consultation activities during
the different stages of the preparation of the proposal. It is complemented by two annexes, the first providing a
mapping grouped by stakeholder categories, while the second annex covers meetings Commission members (the
Commission President, Vice-Presidents and Commissioners), their cabinet members and Directors-General held with
third parties in the context of the proposal in question. Finally, based on publicly available sources, Chapter 4
examines the involvement of Thorn and Palantir in the preparation of this proposal. According to publicly available
sources, Thorn indeed provided input to the consultations, which appears was not the case for Palantir.
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This EPRS publication, 'Key issues in the European Council’, which is updated every quarter to coincide with European
Council meetings, seeks to provide an overview of the institution's activities on major EU issues. It analyses 12 broad
policy areas, explaining the legal and political background, the main priorities and orientations defined by the European
Council and the results of its involvement to date, as well as some of the future challenges in each policy field.
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Nominations for Members of the European Court of Auditors: Denmark, Spain and Ireland
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This briefing describes the treaty provisions and appointment procedure for ECA members at EU level. In addition, it
provides information on the national nomination procedure for ECA members in Denmark, Spain and Ireland and the
countries’ candidates.
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In the European Commission, Maro$ Seféovi¢ has served as a Commissioner since 2009. He was the Commissioner
for Education, Training, Culture and Youth from 2009 to 2010, and from 2010 to 2014 Commissioner and Vice-
President for Interinstitutional Relations and Administration. From 2014 to 2019 he was Vice President for the Energy
Union, and since 2019 he has been the Vice-President responsible for Interinstitutional Relations and Foresight. He
also serves as co-chair and representative of the European Union in the Partnership Council established by the EU-UK
Trade and Cooperation Agreement. Maro$ Sef€ovi€, born in Bratislava in 1966, studied at the Bratislava University of
Economics and the Moscow State Institute of International Relations. In 2000, he attained a doctorate degree in law
from the Comenius University of Bratislava. From 1990, he held several positions in the Slovak government, including
a period as the country's ambassador to Israel (1999 to 2002). From 2004 to 2009 he was the Slovak Permanent
Representative to the European Union. In July 2023, as part of his interinstitutional relations and foresight duties,
SefCovi¢ presented the Commission's 2023 Strategic Foresight Report, which focused on putting 'sustainability and
people's wellbeing at the heart of Europe's open strategic autonomy'. This briefing concerns a portfolio change in the
European Commission in mid-mandate and takes the same format and approach as those briefings published in
September 2019 to give Members of the European Parliament an overview of major issues of interest in the context of
the hearings of the Commissioners-designate. For information on the procedure, see a separate note on replacement
of individual Commissioners. The full set of briefings in the context of the 2019 hearings of the Commissioners-
designate can be found at: https://epthinktank.eu/commissioner_hearings_2019.
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This study, commissioned by the Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs at the request of the
AFCO Committee, looks into the peculiar nature of Article 122 TFEU as a non-legislative legal basis pursuant to which
the European Parliament is not involved in the decision-making. It concludes that the recent recourse to Article 122
TFEU was legally defensible but that the Council does not sufficiently take into account the ‘without prejudice to’ clause
in Article 122(1) TFEU. The analysis identifies different ways to bolster Parliament’s position under the current Article
122 TFEU and makes suggestions for Treaty amendment.
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The European Parliament set up its Transparency Register in 1995, in response to criticism regarding the transparency
and accountability of the EU's decision-making process in the context of widespread lobbying of the EU institutions.
The Commission followed suit in 2008. The two institutions merged their instruments in a joint European Transparency
Register in 2011 on the basis of an interinstitutional agreement (l1A); the Council remained only an observer at that
time. This original Transparency Register was a voluntary system of registration for entities seeking to influence the EU
decision-making process. Following a political review, a new improved registration system was introduced in January
2015. However, Parliament continued to call for a mandatory register for lobbyists interacting with the EU institutions,
to ensure better standards for lobbying and more transparency. The Parliament, Council and Commission eventually
agreed an Interinstitutional Agreement on a Mandatory Transparency Register, which entered into force on 1 July
2021. This time, the Council became a signatory to the agreement rather than just an observer. The new IIA is based
on the conditionality principle and introduces other new features, including a reinforced structure for the follow up and
management of the IIA. While introducing some principles to enhance a common culture of transparency, the 1I1A
leaves the three signatories to implement the conditionality and subsequent complementary measures as they see fit.
This updates and expands on a briefing of May 2016, by Marie Thiel and Elisabeth Bauer.
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Durante la sesion plenaria de julio de 2023, los diputados votaran el informe de propia iniciativa de la Comision
Especial ING2 en el que se establecen recomendaciones para reforzar las normas del Parlamento en materia de
transparencia, integridad, rendicién de cuentas y lucha contra la corrupcion, en el contexto de la proteccién frente a
injerencias extranjeras.
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The tentative agenda for the forthcoming European Commission meeting of 20 June 2023 includes a proposal on a
second basket of new own resources, with the title 'An adjusted package for the next generation of own resources'.
The proposal would be adopted together with the revision of the 2021-2027 multiannual financial framework (MFF). In
the roadmap for new own resources annexed to the interinstitutional agreement (I1A) of 16 December 2020, the
decision on the second basket was initially envisaged for 2024. The European Parliament approved the first basket
back in November 2022. In a resolution of 10 May 2023, it called for the swift adoption of the second basket. The
Council has yet to start debating the first basket of new own resources.

EN, FR

Coordination and Surveillance of Budgetary Policies of Euro Area Member States During the Autumn

Cycle
Tipo de publicaciéon
Fecha
Autor

Ambito politico
Palabra clave

Resumen

Briefing

Briefing

15-11-2022

DE LEMOS PEIXOTO SAMUEL | HAGELSTAM Kajus
Asuntos econdémicos y monetarios | Semestre Europeo

anteproyecto de presupuesto | ASUNTOS FINANCIEROS | Comision Europea | coordinacion de politicas UEM |
Derecho de la Union Europea | economia monetaria | Estado miembro UE | GEOGRAFIA | geografia econdémica |
hacienda publica y politica presupuestaria | instituciones de la Unién Europea y funcion publica europea | politica
presupuestaria | presupuesto | presupuesto del Estado | recomendacion (UE) | relaciones monetarias | relacion
interinstitucional (UE) | UNION EUROPEA | zona euro

This note gives a short overview of the main steps in the framework of euro area Member States’ budgetary policy
coordination and surveillance during the autumn cycle of the European Semester. This enhanced monitoring and
surveillance of euro area Member States’ budgetary policies is done in accordance with EU law. It aims to identify and
correct at an early stage during the Semester cycle any risks of deviation from fiscal policy recommendations agreed
by the Member States, ultimately by asking an updated national draft budgetary plan.
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This paper looks at the evolution of the European Parliament's question time since its introduction in 1973 to the
present day. It tracks this evolution through successive reforms and examines the reasons why question time was
discontinued in January 2013. In looking at how question time is designed in selected Member States and in the United
Kingdom, this paper also highlights the various elements that may have an impact on the dynamics of question time.
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The year 2019 provided a respite for the European Council from crisis management, but was not without major
challenges. Three stood out: the Spitzenkandidaten process for selecting the next President of the European
Commission; Brexit, which unexpectedly remained on the agenda of the European Council throughout the year; and
policy towards climate change. The European Council had mixed feelings about the Spitzenkandidaten process, with
one of its leading members being adamantly opposed. That set the stage for a bruising battle, which culminated in an
epic special summit, lasting from 30 June to 2 July. None of the transnational parties’ lead candidates received the
European Council’s nomination. Instead, the European Council nominated a relative outsider, Ursula von der Leyen,
as part of a package of appointments to leading EU positions, the cleverness of which managed to overcome
differences among national leaders. Meanwhile, the inability of the UK government to win parliamentary support for the
Withdrawal Agreement obliged the UK to request extensions of the deadline. Much to its surprise, the European
Council met in the Article 50 format on four occasions in 2019, the last one being on 13 December, to discuss
preparations for the negotiations on future EU-UK relations after the UK’s eventual departure, which happened on 31
January 2020. Climate was another issue to the fore in 2019, as the European Council sought to reach unanimity on a
commitment by the EU to cut net carbon emissions to zero by 2050. Failure to reach unanimity, during difficult
negotiations at the December summit, was seen as a setback for the new President of the European Council, Charles
Michel, who was attending his first meeting of the institution in that capacity.
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The Monthly Highlights publication provides an overview, at a glance, of the on-going work of the policy departments,
including a selection of the latest and forthcoming publications, and a list of future events.
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The main debates of the January 2021 plenary session were on the inauguration of the new President of the United
States, and the presentation of the Portuguese EU Council Presidency. Members also debated the humanitarian
situation of refugees and migrants at the EU's external borders, as well as the EU global strategy on Covid 19
vaccinations, and the social and employment crisis caused by the pandemic and the EU's response. Lack of
transparency in Council appointments to the European Public Prosecutor's Office and the consequences of
earthquakes in Croatia were also discussed. Members discussed the Court of Auditors' annual report, and Vice-
President of the Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Josep Borell
made statements on the arrest of Aleksei Navalny, on enhancing EU external action in Latin America and the
Caribbean, and on the latest developments in the National Assembly of Venezuela.
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This paper reviews the independence and accountability of the ECB and the Federal Reserve. While the ECB makes
significant efforts to be accountable for its actions, there are several improvements that could be made to European
institutions to improve its independence and accountability. These include reforming the process of appointing ECB
Executive Board members, improving the transparency of ECB decision-making and reforming aspects of the
Monetary Dialogue to make the questioning more effective.

This document was provided by Policy Department A at the request of the Committee on Economic and Monetary
Affairs (ECON).
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parlamentarios | transporte ferroviario | transporte terrestre | TRANSPORTES | UNION EUROPEA'| VIDA POLITICA

The September 2020 plenary session was the sixth conducted with Members participating remotely, using the
alternative voting procedure put in place in March by Parliament's Bureau, although a majority were again present in
Brussels. As well as the Commission President's traditional State of the Union address, Parliament held a joint debate
on the risk of breach of the rule of law and LGBTI-free zones in Poland. Parliament also debated European
Commission statements on the preparation of the special European Council focusing on Turkey's actions in the
eastern Mediterranean, on the consequences for the single market of EU coordination of sanitary measures in the
ongoing pandemic, on combatting sexual abuse and exploitation of children, and on the need for a humanitarian EU
response to the situation in the Moria refugee camp. Parliament also debated statements from the Vice-President of
the Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Josep Borell, on the situation
in Belarus, in Lebanon and the poisoning of Alexei Navalny. Parliament also voted on legislative proposals and
resolutions, including on arms exports, the Union Civil Protection Mechanism, the EU Association Agreement with
Georgia, protecting world forests, EU-African security cooperation in the Sahel, type approval of motor vehicles and
the importance of urban and green infrastructure.
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The EU’s ambition to achieve climate neutrality will require a transformation in those regions relying on fossil fuels and
high-emission industries. The Just Transition Fund of €17.5 billion, complementing the existing cohesion policy funds,
will provide support to address the social, economic and environmental impacts of the transition in the most affected
territories. The European Parliament is expected to vote during the September plenary session on its legislative
resolution outlining the Parliament’s first-reading position on the proposed regulation, and refer the file back to the
Committee on Regional Development (REGI) for interinstitutional negotiations.
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Resumen On 21 July, EU Heads of State or Government reached a political agreement on the future design of EU finances. The
next step involves negotiations between Parliament, whose consent is required for the adoption of the EU’s
multiannual financial framework (MFF), and Council. In an extraordinary part-session two days later, Parliament is
expected to vote on a motion for a resolution that confirms Parliament’s readiness to enter immediately into
negotiations to improve the deal and sets out conditions for its consent to the MFF.
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Resumen This study seeks to present a comprehensive overview of non-legislative resolutions adopted by Parliament between
January 2017 and May 2019 on the basis of own-initiative reports, in the light of the response provided by the
Commission and the subsequent follow-up documents and related actions undertaken by the Commission up to 1
January 2020.
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Resumen What are the probable and less probable developments of ageing? How should university deal with the disrespect for
facts? Will we see a multipolar or poly-nodal world? What will be the main causes of inequality? What can government
do to prevent undesired futures? The 2019 ESPAS Conference was devoted to foresight, the disciplined exploration of
alternative futures and had some useful take-aways in these questions
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Resumen This briefing includes a series of quotes, which make reference to the oral commitments made during the hearing of
Vice-President-designate for Interinstitutional Relations and Foresight Maro$ Sef&ovié.
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Since its inception in 1951, the European Parliament has come a long way. Initially a consultative body composed of
delegations of national parliaments, it became a directly elected institution, obtained budgetary and legislative powers,
and now exercises influence over most aspects of EU affairs. Together with representatives of national governments,
who sit in the Council, Parliament co-decides on European legislation, in what could be seen as a bicameral legislature
at EU level. It can reject or amend the European Commission's proposals before adopting them so that they become
law. Together with the Council of the EU, it adopts the EU budget and controls its implementation. Another core set of
European Parliament prerogatives concerns the scrutiny of the EU executive — mainly the Commission. Such scrutiny
can take many forms, including parliamentary questions, committees of inquiry and special committees, and scrutiny of
delegated and implementing acts. Parliament has made use of these instruments to varying degrees. Parliament has
the power to dismiss the Commission (motion of censure), and it plays a significant role in the latter's appointment
process. Parliament has a say over the very foundations of the EU. Its consent is required before any new country
joins the EU, and before a withdrawal treaty is concluded if a country decides to leave it. Most international
agreements entered into by the EU with third countries also require Parliament's consent. Parliament can initiate
Treaty reform, and also the 'Article 7(1) TEU' procedure, aimed at determining whether there is a (risk of) serious
breach of EU values by a Member State.
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This briefing is one in a set looking at the Commissioners-designate and their portfolios as put forward by Commission
President-elect Ursula von der Leyen. Each candidate faces a three-hour public hearing, organised by one or more
parliamentary committees. After that process, those committees will judge the candidates' suitability for the role based
on 'their general competence, European commitment and personal independence’, as well as their 'knowledge of their
prospective portfolio and their communication skills'. At the end of the hearings process, Parliament votes on the
proposed Commission as a bloc, and under the Treaties may only reject the entire College of Commissioners, rather
than individual candidates. The Briefing provides an overview of key issues in the portfolio areas, as well as
Parliament's activity in the last term in that field. It also includes a brief introduction to the candidate.
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This note prepared by the Economic Governance Support Unit provides an overview of the EP’s accountability
hearings in the context of the Single Resolution Mechanism.
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The Single Supervisory Mechanism (SSM) is, along with the Single Resolution Mechanism, one of the pillars or the
Banking Union (the third pillar, the common deposit guarantee scheme, still pending completion). It comprises the
European Central Bank, in its supervisory capacity, and the national supervisory authorities (NCAs) of participating
Member States.
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The President of the European Commission has taken on an ever more prominent leading role within the College of
Commissioners, with the increasingly presidential system eclipsing the principle of collegiate decision-making. With the
European Parliament now more involved in the appointment, the Presidency has not only become a much more
politicised office, but the President has also gained greater influence vis-a-vis the other members of the Commission.
The Commission President plays a crucial role in relations between Parliament and Commission. Presenting his or her
priorities to Parliament prior to election sets the course for the whole term, on which the President will be called to
account by Parliament. Building on this, Parliament has an increasingly prominent role in political agenda-setting,
shaping the EU's legislative programming together with the Commission and the Council. At the end of President
Barroso's second term as Commission President, many had criticised the lack of ambitious initiatives undertaken,
whereas others believe that the economic and institutional difficulties which the EU faced made this inevitable. The
legacy of President Juncker's mandate can claim, on the one hand, to show progress in trade and defence, although
some maintain that more ambition could have been displayed in other areas, for instance on the digital market or
monetary union. On the other hand, the Juncker Commission introduced some significant changes in the College's
working methods and a more political role for the Commission. Whereas Jean-Claude Juncker had been a
Spitzenkandidat (lead candidate) in the European elections, Ursula von der Leyen, nominated as candidate for the
Commission presidency by the European Council on 2 July, was not. As none of the Spitzenkandidaten were seen to
have a clear majority in Parliament, it remains to be seen whether an 'outsider' from that process can muster the
support of the required majority of Parliament's component Members at the time of the election, currently planned for
the July Il plenary session. This is an updated edition of a 2014 briefing drafted by Eva-Maria Poptcheva.
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Highlights of the January | plenary session included the latest debate on the future of Europe, with Pedro Sanchez
Pérez-Castejon, Spain's prime minister, and a debate on the UK's withdrawal from the EU. Members also debated the
reform of EU asylum and migration policy, reviewed the Austrian Council Presidency and discussed the incoming
Romanian Presidency's programme. Among the subjects debated and voted, Parliament adopted positions on 12 more
of the three dozen funding programmes proposed for the 2021-2027 period, enabling negotiations with the Council to
be launched on each proposal as and when the latter has agreed its position.

EN

Fuente : © Unién Europea, 2024 - PE 9


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/es/document/IPOL-ECON_NT(2014)528750
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2014/528750/IPOL-ECON_NT(2014)528750_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/es/document/EPRS_BRI(2019)637983
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/637983/EPRS_BRI(2019)637983_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/es/document/EPRS_ATA(2019)633147
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/633147/EPRS_ATA(2019)633147_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/es/legal-notice

Economic Dialogue and Exchange of Views with the President of the Council (ECOFIN)

Tipo de publicaciéon

Fecha
Autor

Ambito politico

Palabra clave

Resumen

Briefing

Briefing

18-01-2019

HAGELSTAM Kajus | PACHECO DIAS CRISTINA SOFIA | ZOPPE Alice

Asuntos econdmicos y monetarios | Asuntos financieros y bancarios | Semestre Europeo

ASUNTOS FINANCIEROS | Comisién PE | ECONOMIA | economia monetaria | Estado miembro UE | GEOGRAFIA |
geografia econdmica | instituciones de la Union Europea y funcién publica europea | politica econdmica | politica
economica | Presidencia del Consejo de la Union Europea | relaciones monetarias | relacion interinstitucional (UE) |
Semestre Europeo | UNION EUROPEA | zona euro

Eugen Orlando TEODOROVICI, Minister of Public Finance, is participating in the ECON Committee in his capacity of
President of the ECOFIN Council during the Romanian Presidency (January - July 2019). According to the Treaty of
the Union “Member States shall regard their economic policies as a matter of common concern and shall coordinate
them within the Council”.

This briefing provides an overview of the Romanian Presidency priorities in ECON matters and the Council work
programme on the European Semester for economic coordination during spring 2019. Reference is also made to
further reading relating to the state-of-play on the implementation of the Stability and Growth Pact and the
Macroeconomic Imbalance Procedure under the European Semester.
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This study commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the AFCO Committee discusses the parliamentary nature of the Council. It analyses how the
Council is in between a pure parliamentary institution and a non-parliamentary one from a wide range of perspectives,
for example its structure, procedure and transparency. The study recommends incremental reforms towards further
parliamentarisation rather than radical ones.
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After the failure of budgetary conciliation, the European Commission put forward a new draft budget for 2019. Based
on the second draft budget and subsequent negotiations, the European Parliament and Council have agreed the
General Budget for the European Union for 2019, at a level of €165 795.6 million in commitments and €148 198.9
million in payment appropriations. This means an increase of 3.2 % in commitments and 2.4 % in payments as
compared to 2018 budget. The Parliament has scheduled the adoption of the agreement for the December 2018
plenary. Adoption of this agreement means, once signed by the Parliament’s President, that the EU will be equipped
with a budget as from 1 January 2019.
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This study explores the development of relations between the European Council (of Heads of State or Government)
and the European Parliament, two institutions that have become increasingly central to the operation of the European
Union political system, especially since the 2009 Lisbon Treaty. It explains the Treaty framework for relations between
the two institutions and traces their practical evolution over time, including an analysis of the roles of the presidents of
each institution in such interaction. It also examines points of contention in the relationship to date, including in relation
to 'legislative trespassing' by the European Council and the Spitzenkandidaten process
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Against the background of the many challenges faced by the European Union (EU) in recent years, and with the May
2019 European Parliament elections approaching, the future of the European project has come back on the agenda of
public discourse. At the European Council of October 2017, the President of the European Parliament, Antonio Tajani,
announced his intention to host a series of Future of Europe debates during plenary sessions, as a democratic and
open forum in which the Heads of State or Government of EU Member States would be invited to express their vision
of the future, starting in early 2018. Intended to run for the whole of 2018 and beyond, the 'Future of Europe' debates in
the European Parliament have thus far featured the leaders of ten Member States. They have used the opportunity to
set out their personal vision, highlighting priorities, pointing to areas for better development, and revisiting
accomplishments so far. (See the timeline of speakers below.) This is the second edition of a Briefing designed to
provide an overview of the Future of Europe debate in a number of key policy areas. While the first edition covered the
first six speakers, the present one focuses on the most recent four. It also contains insights on climate change and
international trade, in addition to the areas of economic and monetary union (EMU), the EU social dimension, migration
policy, security and defence, and the multiannual financial framework (MFF), covered in the first edition.
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The last general and extensive overhaul of the European Parliament’s Rules of Procedure, which entered into force as
of 16 January 2017, was intended to bring more transparency and efficiency to parliamentary work. Among the
numerous modifications, may be noted the increased attention to the conduct of Members, the streamlining of the
types of thresholds for procedural requests, the increased transparency surrounding the decision to begin negotiations
during the various stages of the legislative procedure, the abolition of written declarations and the modification of the
maximum number of questions for written answer allowed. These and further modifications required to adapt to the
2016 Interinstititional Agreement on Better Law-making were introduced to bring clarity, incorporate existing practices
and correct redundancies or inconsistencies.
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This study provides an overview of review clauses (reviews, evaluations, implementation reports) contained in EU
legislation during the sixth, seventh and the current, eighth parliamentary term. Drawing on information publicly
available across several sources, it provides in a single, comprehensive repository an analytical overview of acts that
contain a review clause. The study puts a special focus on (and the analysis of) review clauses in EU legislative acts
adopted during the current parliamentary term (with a total of 147 legislative acts with a review clause adopted through
the ordinary legislative procedure up until end of December 2017).
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Esta nota informativa, publicada por el Servicio de Estudios del Parlamento Europeo, tiene por objeto presentar datos
y cifras clave sobre el Parlamento Europeo, tanto de la legislatura actual (2014-2019), como de las siete anteriores,
desde que en junio de 1979 se introdujeran las elecciones directas. En las siguientes paginas encontrara graficos de
varios tipos que: ¢ ilustran la composicion del Parlamento Europeo en la actualidad y en el pasado; « plasman el
aumento del nimero de partidos representados en el PE y muestran la evolucion de los grupos politicos; ¢ reflejan el
aumento del numero de diputadas en el Parlamento; « explican los sistemas electorales utilizados en las elecciones al
Parlamento en los Estados miembros; * comparan la participacion en las elecciones europeas con la de las elecciones
nacionales; * resumen la actividad del Parlamento durante la legislatura 2009-2014 y durante la legislatura actual
hasta la fecha; « presentan el coste anual del Parlamento en comparacién con otros parlamentos, y * definen la
composicion de los principales 6rganos rectores del Parlamento. La guia informativa se actualiza periédicamente
durante la legislatura 2014-2019 a fin de tener en cuenta las Gltimas novedades.
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With the entry into force of the Treaty of Lisbon, the MFF was for the first time given a legal basis in the EU Treaties
and a new procedure was introduced for its adoption. The MFF is now laid down in a regulation adopted by the
Council, acting in accordance with a special legislative procedure, once European Parliament consent is obtained. The
post-2020 MFF process will represent the second full application of this new procedure, following the negotiations on
the MFF for 2014-2020. The Treaty of Lisbon also established the European Council as one of the seven institutions of
the European Union and defined its role and powers. In accordance with Article 15(1) TEU, the European Council 'shall
provide the Union with the necessary impetus for its development and shall define the general political directions and
priorities thereof'. Moreover, the European Council 'shall not exercise legislative functions'. Notwithstanding this
prohibition on the exercise of legislative functions, and despite the lack of a formal role assigned to it in the financial
provisions of the Treaties (Articles 310 to 324 TFEU), the European Council — as was already the case prior to the
Lisbon Treaty — played a central role in the 2014-2020 MFF negotiation. Acting on the basis of its competence to
'define the general political directions and priorities', the European Council adopted detailed conclusions on the MFF,
which purported to define the MFF ceilings and the financial envelopes for all policy sectors for the seven-year MFF
period. In its resolution of 15 April 2014 on the lessons to be learned from the 2014-2020 negotiations, the European
Parliament identified the impact of the European Council's involvement in the Parliament's legislative prerogatives as a
matter of particular concern. The aspects most often considered when assessing the MFF and its negotiation process
are the overall size of the budget, own resources, national bargaining positions, and the tensions between net
beneficiary and net contributor countries. To date, only limited attention has been paid to the role of the European
Council. This Briefing analyses the European Council's involvement in the process of adopting the 2014-2020 MFF
during the different negotiation phases and outlines the concerns expressed by the Parliament in this respect. It also
provides an indicative timeline and potential milestones for the post-2020 MFF negotiations and looks at the possible
role of the European Council in this process, thereby attempting an initial assessment of possible similarities with and
differences to the 2014-2020 MFF negotiations.
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In his 2017 State of the Union address to the European Parliament, the European Commission's President, Jean-
Claude Juncker, took stock of EU developments over the past year and outlined his vision for the future of the EU,
which would lead to a 'more united, stronger and more democratic Europe'. His vision consists of five proposals which
would require a decision by the European Council, as well as one suggestion which would directly impact on the
composition and working methods of this EU institution. The five proposals are: 1) using the general passerelle clause
to shift from unanimity to qualified majority voting (QMV) in the Council on remaining internal market issues and
aspects of taxation policy; 2) moving to QMV in the field of Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP); 3) setting up
a European Defence Union; 4) extending the competences of the European Public Prosecutor's Office; 5) agreeing on
a new composition for the European Parliament, including transnational lists. The additional suggestion is to merge the
positions of President of the European Council and European Commission. In principle, all proposed initiatives could
be carried out without a Treaty change. The Treaty on European Union (TEU) and the Treaty on the Functioning of the
European Union (TFEU) include a series of clauses enabling the European Council to go beyond the current status
quo. In three cases, the European Council would need the consent of the European Parliament before taking its
decision. A comparison between President Juncker's proposals and the views of the European Parliament indicates
that their opinions overlap regarding four of the ideas, while on one of them, discussions in the Parliament are still
ongoing (see Table 1 below).
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En el periodo parcial de sesiones de octubre Il, el Parlamento Europeo concluira el procedimiento de aprobacion de la
gestion relativo a las cuentas financieras del Consejo correspondientes al ejercicio 2015, mediante la votacion sobre el
segundo informe de la Comision de Control Presupuestario. Desde hace varios afos, el Parlamento deniega la
aprobacion de la gestion al Consejo y al Consejo Europeo.
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Durante el Pleno de octubre Il, el Parlamento Europeo decidira si modifica —y, en su caso, de qué manera— la
posicidn del Consejo sobre el proyecto de presupuesto de la Unién para el ejercicio 2018 presentado por la Comision
Europea. El informe aprobado por la Comisién de Presupuestos se oponia a todos los recortes propuestos por el
Consejo. Ademas, incrementa los créditos para una serie de programas prioritarios del Parlamento vinculados al
crecimiento sostenible y el empleo —particularmente el empleo juvenil, la seguridad y el cambio climatico.
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European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker’s State of the Union address to the European Parliament, and
the subsequent debate, on 13 September come in the context of the ongoing broader reflection on the future path of
the European Union. This has been intensified by the first-ever withdrawal of a Member State from the Union; although
lamented by most, this is often cited as an opportunity to rebuild the Union on stronger grounds. The debate will
therefore feed into a larger reflection process, to which Parliament contributed three landmark resolutions, launched by
EU-27 leaders in the Rome declaration of 25 March 2017. As announced in President Juncker’s 2016 State of the
Union speech, the Commission published a white paper on the future of Europe, identifying five scenarios for the
further course of the Union. The Commission President has recently pointed to a sixth scenario to be revealed in his
State of the Union speech. The State of the Union debate forms part of the process for the adoption of the annual
Commission Work Programme and thus plays an important role in identifying major political priorities to be agreed in
interinstitutional dialogue. This briefing is an update of an earlier one of September 2016, PE 586.665.
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Money Market Funds: Measures to improve stability and liquidity
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Resumen Money Market Funds (MMFs) are a type of collective fund that invest in short-term debt and provide financing for
financial institutions, corporations and governments. During the financial crisis their liquidity and stability were
challenged, which prompted the Commission to propose a regulation on MMFs, in 2013. Its proposal aimed to improve
their ability to weather stressed market conditions, mainly through establishing a capital buffer, introducing conditions
on portfolio structure, addressing over-reliance on external credit rating agencies and improving their internal risk
management, transparency and reporting. The final text lays down rules and common standards to ensure that MMFs
have a stable structure and improved liquidity, that they invest in diversified assets of a sufficiently high credit quality,
and are able to deal with unexpected redemption requests. It was approved by the EP in April 2017 and by the Council
in May. Third edition. The ‘EU Legislation in Progress’ briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative
procedure. To view earlier editions of this briefing, please see: PE 589.826, October 2016.
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La supervision macroecondémica
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Resumen En la ultima década, la Unién ha experimentado considerables desequilibrios macroeconémicos (que han acentuado
los efectos negativos de la crisis financiera que comenzé en 2008) e importantes divergencias en términos de
competitividad (que han impedido la aplicacién efectiva de medidas comunes en materia de politica monetaria). En
2011 se cred el procedimiento de desequilibrio macroeconémico (PDM), un mecanismo de supervision y ejecucion
que tiene por objetivo facilitar la deteccion y correccion temprana de tales desequilibrios en los Estados miembros
prestando una atencion especifica a los desequilibrios con posibles efectos de contagio a otros Estados miembros.
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Resumen La Comisién es responsable de la ejecucion del presupuesto en colaboracién con los Estados miembros y con
sujecion al control politico del Parlamento Europeo.
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Los gastos presupuestarios son aprobados conjuntamente por el Consejo y el Parlamento. El presupuesto anual de la
Unién debe respetar los limites maximos presupuestarios acordados en el marco financiero plurianual (MFP) para los
diferentes programas y politicas, como los relativos a la cohesion, la agricultura y las relaciones exteriores. Los
instrumentos de flexibilidad permiten a la Unién reaccionar en caso de necesidades imprevistas. El uso de los
instrumentos financieros crea un efecto de apalancamiento por lo que respecta al gasto de la Unién.
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La quinta reforma importante de la politica agricola comun (PAC) concluyé en 2013: se han publicado los nuevos
reglamentos y se adoptan progresivamente los actos delegados. Se conocen las modalidades de aplicacién del primer
pilar de la nueva PAC en los Estados miembros y los programas de desarrollo rural se encuentran en la fase de
aprobacion por parte de la Comisiéon Europea.
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This briefing provides an overview of the EU macro-prudential policy framework in its various components (i.e. the
European Systemic Risk Board, the national macro-prudential authorities, the ECB and its macro-prudential
supervisory competences in the Banking Union). It also mentions the upcoming review of the framework by the
Commission, following the public consultation launched in August 2016. This briefing will be regularly updated.
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Different perceptions of the institutional role of the Council and of the Parliament in the discharge exercise, and the
Council's lack of cooperation with Parliament by refusing to reply to the questionnaire sent annually in the frame of the
discharge, led the Parliament to refuse granting discharge to the Secretary General of the Council in relation to the
financial years 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 and 2014.

Given the importance of cooperation between the two institutions and responsibility before the EU citizens, the
Parliament stresses an urgent need for better dialogue. The Parliament as a discharge authority is looking for ways to
solve the institutional conflict and to move forward in the process of granting discharge to the Council. The workshop
should discuss ways to solve the institutional conflict by strengthening the Parliament's role as the discharge authority.
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050209/04A_FT(2013)050209_FI.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050209/04A_FT(2013)050209_FR.pdf
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050209/04A_FT(2013)050209_PT.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050209/04A_FT(2013)050209_RO.pdf
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050209/04A_FT(2013)050209_MT.pdf
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/es/legal-notice

Discharge for 2015 budget — EU institutions other than the European Commission
Tipo de publicacién De un vistazo
Fecha 21-04-2017
Autor D'ALFONSO Alessandro
Ambito politico Control presupuestario | Presupuesto

Palabra clave ASUNTOS FINANCIEROS | auditoria | competencias del PE | Consejo de la Unién Europea | Consejo Europeo |
control financiero | descargo del presupuesto | ejercicio presupuestario | EMPRESA Y COMPETENCIA | gestion
administrativa | instituciones de la Union Europea y funcion publica europea | presupuesto | relacion interinstitucional
(UE) | UNION EUROPEA

Resumen Parliament’s Budgetary Control Committee recommends granting discharge for eight administrative sections of the
2015 EU budget and postponing the decision to October in one case (European Council and Council). Parliament is
expected to decide on the matter during the April Il plenary session.

De un vistazo EN

Policy Departments’ Monthly Highlights - April 2017
Tipo de publicacién De un vistazo
Fecha 04-04-2017

Ambito politico Agricultura y desarrollo rural | Asuntos econédmicos y monetarios | Espacio de libertad, seguridad y justicia |
Presupuesto | Seguridad y defensa

Palabra clave ASUNTOS FINANCIEROS | Banco Central Europeo | bibliografia | Comisiéon PE | competencias del PE | difusion de la
informacion de la UE | documentacion | economia monetaria | EDUCACION Y COMUNICACION | informe de actividad
| instituciones de la Unién Europea y funcion publica europea | politica monetaria tnica | relacién interinstitucional (UE)
| UNION EUROPEA

Resumen The Monthly Highlights publication provides an overview, at a glance, of the on-going work of the policy departments,
including a selection of the latest and forthcoming publications, and a list of future events.

De un vistazo EN

La evolucion hacia el Acta Unica Europea
Tipo de publicacién Fichas tematicas sobre la EU
Fecha 01-04-2017
Autor NOVAK Petr
Ambito politico Democracia en la UE, Derecho institucional y parlamentario | Derecho de la UE: sistema juridico y actos legislativos

Palabra clave Acta Unica Europea | ASUNTOS FINANCIEROS | competencia de la UE | construccion europea | Cooperacion
Politica Europea | Derecho de la Unién Europea | economia monetaria | establecimiento del presupuesto de la UE |
finanzas de la Unién Europea | instituciones de la Union Europea y funcién publica europea | politica monetaria Unica |
presupuesto comunitario | profundizacién de la Union Europea | relacion interinstitucional (UE) | revision del Tratado
(UE) | UNION EUROPEA

Resumen Los principales avances tras los primeros Tratados estan relacionados con la creacién de los recursos propios de la
Comunidad, el refuerzo de las competencias presupuestarias del Parlamento, la eleccién por sufragio universal directo
y la creacion del Sistema Monetario Europeo. En 1986, la entrada en vigor del Acta Unica Europea, que modificé
sustancialmente el Tratado de Roma, reforzo la integracién europea mediante la constitucion de un gran mercado
interior.

la EU

El Consejo Europeo
Tipo de publicacién Fichas tematicas sobre la EU
Fecha 01-04-2017
Autor NOVAK Petr
Ambito politico Democracia en la UE, Derecho institucional y parlamentario | Derecho de la UE: sistema juridico y actos legislativos

Palabra clave competencia institucional (UE) | Consejo Europeo | construccion europea | convergencia economica | ECONOMIA |
estructura institucional | instituciones de la Unién Europea y funcion publica europea | politica econdmica | politica
exterior y de seguridad comun | politica internacional | profundizaciéon de la Unién Europea | reforma institucional |
RELACIONES INTERNACIONALES | relacion interinstitucional (UE) | reunién en la Cumbre | UNION EUROPEA |
VIDA POLITICA | vida politica y seguridad publica

Resumen EI Consejo Europeo, constituido por los jefes de Estado o de Gobierno de los Estados miembros, da el impulso
necesario para el desarrollo de la Unién y define sus orientaciones politicas generales. El presidente de la Comision
también forma parte del Consejo Europeo como miembro sin derecho a voto. El presidente del Parlamento Europeo
se dirige al Consejo Europeo al principio de las reuniones. El Tratado de Lisboa instauré el Consejo Europeo como
una institucion de la Unién y lo doté de una presidencia de larga duracion.

Fichas tematicas sobre BG, CS, DA, DE, EL, EN, ES, FI, FR, HU, IT, LT, LV, NL, PT, RO, SV, ET, HR, MT, PL, SK, SL
laeU —
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Plan de gestion a largo plazo de la pesca de bacalao

Tipo de publicaciéon

Fecha
Autor

Ambito politico

Palabra clave

Resumen

De un vistazo

De un vistazo

15-11-2016

WEISSENBERGER Jean

Adopcion de legislacion por el PE y el Consejo | Pesca

AGRICULTURA, SILVICULTURA' Y PESCA | base juridica | competencia institucional (UE) | Derecho de la Uniéon
Europea | gestién de la pesca | instituciones de la Unidn Europea y funcion publica europea | pesca | pesca maritima |
pescado de mar | politica pesquera comun | procedimiento legislativo ordinario | relacion interinstitucional (UE) |
sentencia del Tribunal de Justicia (UE) | UNION EUROPEA

En 2012, el Consejo adoptd una serie de medidas destinadas a modificar un plan de gestion pesquera que cubre
varias poblaciones de bacalao en aguas europeas. El presente Reglamento, obra exclusiva del Consejo, fue anulado
por el Tribunal de Justicia, y el Parlamento Europeo va a aprobar ahora un nuevo reglamento basado en el
fundamento juridico de «codecision» apropiado para adaptar este plan de gestion pesquera.

DE, EN, ES, FR, IT, PL

Acuerdos de aviacion internacionales

Tipo de publicacién

Fecha
Autor

Ambito politico

Palabra clave

Resumen

De un vistazo

De un vistazo
15-11-2016
DEBYSER Ariane
Transporte

acuerdo internacional | Comisién Europea | Derecho de la Unién Europea | difusién de la informacién de la UE |
instituciones de la Union Europea y funcion publica europea | poder ejecutivo y administracion publica | politica
internacional | RELACIONES INTERNACIONALES | relacion interinstitucional (UE) | Resolucién PE | transparencia
administrativa | transparencia del proceso decisorio | transporte aéreo | transporte aéreo y espacial | TRANSPORTES
| UNION EUROPEA | VIDA POLITICA

Con el fin de abordar los retos que se plantean para el transporte aéreo internacional y, en particular, el incremento de
la competencia por parte de terceros paises, la Comision Europea adopto, en diciembre de 2015, una nueva
estrategia de aviacion para Europa centrandose claramente en los acuerdos de aviacion internacionales.

DE, EN, ES, FR, IT, PL

European Council Conclusions: A Rolling Check-List of Commitments to Date

Tipo de publicacién

Fecha
Autor

Estudio
28-06-2016

ANGHEL Suzana Elena | BACIAN lIzabela Cristina | DRACHENBERG Ralf | MOERMAN Josephine | TENHUNEN
Susanna

Ambito politico Agricultura y desarrollo rural | Asuntos econémicos y monetarios | Asuntos exteriores | Asuntos financieros y bancarios

19-04-2024

Palabra clave

Resumen

Estudio

| Comercio internacional | Control presupuestario | Desarrollo regional | Desarrollo y ayuda humanitaria | Empleo |
Energia | Espacio de libertad, seguridad y justicia | Mercado interior y union aduanera | Politica social | Politica de
investigacion | Presupuesto | Salud publica | Seguridad alimentaria | Seguridad y defensa | Semestre Europeo

ampliacion de la UE | ASUNTOS FINANCIEROS | ASUNTOS SOCIALES | competitividad | Consejo Europeo |
construccion europea | cooperacion fiscal europea | coordinacion de politicas UEM | ECONOMIA | economia
monetaria | empleo | EMPRESA Y COMPETENCIA | ENERGIA | espacio de libertad, seguridad y justicia | fiscalidad |
instituciones de la Union Europea y funcion publica europea | INTERCAMBIOS ECONOMICOS Y COMERCIALES |
MEDIO AMBIENTE | mercado unico | movimientos migratorios | organizacion de la empresa | politica comercial |
politica comercial comun | politica de desarrollo | politica de empleo de la UE | politica del medio ambiente | politica
econdmica | politica en materia de cambio climatico | politica energética | politica energética | politica exterior y de
seguridad comun | politica migratoria de la UE | politica regional de la UE | politica social europea | region y politica
regional | relacion interinstitucional (UE) | TRABAJO Y EMPLEO | UNION EUROPEA | vida social

This eighth edition of the overview of European Council conclusions, presented in the form of a Rolling Check-List of
Commitments to Date, is a product of the European Council Oversight Unit within the European Parliamentary
Research Service (EPRS), the European Parliament's in-house research service and think-tank. As part of its work, the
unit maintains a rolling database of all the European Council's commitments and responsibilities, which is updated and
published regularly, with an indication of follow-up given to date.The European Council became a formal Union
institution, with a full-time President, under the Treaty of Lisbon. Although it does not exercise legislative functions, the
European Council's role — to 'provide the Union with the necessary impetus for its development' and to define its
‘general political directions and priorities' — has developed rapidly over the past seven years. As an example of setting
overall priorities for the Union, on 26-27 June 2014, the European Council adopted a Strategic Agenda to 'guide the
institutions in annual and multiannual programming, as well as in legislative planning' in the 2014-19 institutional
cycle.The European Parliament is strongly committed to the principle of Better Law-Making, and particularly to the
effective use of impact assessment and evaluation throughout the legislative cycle. It is in this spirit that enhanced
powers for stronger executive bodies can and should be balanced by greater scrutiny and oversight, especially in
respect of the implementation of EU law and policies. The Parliament's administrative capacity to support
parliamentary committees and individual Members in exercising ex-post scrutiny and oversight of the executive has
accordingly been enhanced in order to provide stronger and deeper analysis of the transposition, implementation and
enforcement of EU secondary law, and more generally, of the impact, operation, effectiveness and delivery of EU law
and policy in practice. In this context, since June 2014, the European Council Oversight Unit has been monitoring and
analysing the delivery on commitments made by the European Council in the conclusions of its meetings, as well as its
various responsibilities either in law or on the basis of intergovernmental agreements. This compendium is designed to
assist the Parliament in exercising its important oversight role in the months and years ahead.
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/593527/EPRS_ATA(2016)593527_FR.pdf
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Close to a new plan to manage Baltic fisheries
Tipo de publicacién De un vistazo
Fecha 20-06-2016
Autor WEISSENBERGER Jean
Ambito politico Adopcién de legislacién por el PE y el Consejo | Pesca

Palabra clave AGRICULTURA, SILVICULTURA 'Y PESCA | captura de pescado | delegacion de poderes | derecho de pesca |
gestion de la pesca | instituciones de la Union Europea y funcion publica europea | Mar Baltico | MEDIO AMBIENTE |
medio natural | pesca | pesca maritima | pescado de mar | poder ejecutivo y administracién publica | politica pesquera
comun | relacion interinstitucional (UE) | UNION EUROPEA | VIDA POLITICA

Resumen The European Commission has tabled a proposal for a multiannual management plan for stocks of cod, herring and
sprat in the Baltic Sea and for the fisheries exploiting them. Multiannual plans are an essential tool for sustainable
exploitation of fish stocks and for increased predictability over the long run for fishermen. The European Parliament is
now due to vote on a compromise found, after 10 months of interinstitutional negotiations, with a view to a first reading
agreement.
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Public Hearing with Dani€le Nouy, Chair of the Single Supervisory Mechanism, ECON on 13 June 2016
Tipo de publicacién Briefing
Fecha 10-06-2016

Autor CIUCCI MATTEO | DUVILLET-MARGERIT ALIENOR ANNE CLAIRE | MAGNUS Marcel | MESNARD Benoit |
POWER Cairen

Ambito politico Asuntos econémicos y monetarios | Asuntos financieros y bancarios

Palabra clave ASUNTOS FINANCIEROS | Autoridad Bancaria Europea | banco | Banco Central Europeo | coordinacion de politicas
UEM | Derecho bancario | economia monetaria | inspeccion bancaria | instituciones de la Unién Europea y funcion
publica europea | instituciones financieras y de crédito | politica bancaria | relacion interinstitucional (UE) | sesion
publica | trabajos parlamentarios | unién bancaria de la UE | UNION EUROPEA | VIDA POLITICA

Resumen This is a note prepared by the Economic Governance Support Unit in advance of a regular public hearing as referred
to in Regulation 1024/2013 and as in line with the Interinstitutional Agreement between the European Parliament and
the European Central Bank. The following issues are addressed in this briefing: the increase in SSM supervisory fees,
a state-of-play regarding National Options and Discretions, the Comprehensive Assessment of four banks in 2016, two
external briefing papers requested in advance of the hearing, the recent proposal by the Basel Committee regarding
the use of internal models, and the Commission’s 2016 Draft Banking Related Country-Specific Recommendations.
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Resumen Increasing tax transparency is a means to remedy non-transparent practices such as corporate tax avoidance which
results in erosion of the taxpayer's tax bases and thus lost resources for countries.
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The European Union has not yet fully recovered from the global financial and economic crisis. GDP growth rates have
begun to increase only slowly, and in most EU Member States investment activity lags behind pre-crisis levels —
indicating sizable investment gaps. In fact, gross fixed capital formation in the euro area has declined by 15% since
2007. In 2014, the European Investment Bank (EIB), the EU's public bank and largest multilateral lending institution,
contributed financing of €80.3 billion (including the EIF — the European Investment Fund). This was in the form of loans
granted to projects in four strategic areas: Innovation and skills, smaller enterprises, strategic infrastructure, climate
action, as well as to projects outside the EU. In mid-2015, the European Commission introduced the European Fund
for Strategic Investments (EFSI). As a coordinated effort by the European Commission and the EIB, its goal is to
provide additional risk-sharing through public funds. By mid-March 2016, €10.6 billion of public money had been
allocated, with the expectation that this would generate a total investment effect of €76.1 billion. The European
Parliament's Committee on Budgetary Control (CONT) reports on the work of the EIB on an annual basis. It 'welcomes'
overall financing activity in 2014, but urges enhanced ex-post assessment. It regrets the lack of information on the
number of projects/financial instruments related to operations supporting cohesion. While the EIB usually focuses on
small numbers of large, low-risk projects, the introduction of EFSI might eventually lead to assuming more and riskier
projects in the future.
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On 27 and 28 April 2016, the European Parliament is scheduled to discuss and vote all the reports for the 2014
discharge procedure, including nine on the sections of the EU general budget covering EU institutions and bodies
other than the Commission.
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Tracking European Commission priority initiatives in 2016 — Number 1 Recognising dramatic changes in the EU’s
security environment, at the June 2015 European Council, Member States' leaders approved a mandate for the EU
High Representative to continue the process of strategic reflection with a view to preparing a global strategy on foreign
and security policy, in close cooperation with Member States, to be submitted to the European Council by June 2016.
The strategic reflection about the EU's future Global Strategy is ongoing. The picture emerging from the discussions
within the European foreign and security policy community, as well as the limited information provided by the High
Representative, Federica Mogherini, suggests that the strategy will strive to promote and protect the interests of the
EU and its citizens, in particular with regard to their security, prosperity and resilience. It will be structured around a set
of assumptions and issues grouped in five priority areas: strengthening global governance, supporting regional
architectures, strengthening state and social resilience, rethinking the EU’s approach to conflict and crises, and
responding to the 'integration choice' of its near neighbours. In April 2016, the European Parliament is expected to vote
in plenary on an own-initiative report, 'The EU in a changing global environment', adopted by the Foreign Affairs
Committee, intended as the EP's input to the definition of the Global Strategy.
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In 2016, the terms of ten out of the 28 Members of the European Court of Auditors comes to an end. Five candidates
among six nominees for the current renewal are new faces. After their presentation at a meeting of the Committee on
Budgetary Control (CONT) and the subsequent vote on each candidature, it is up to the European Parliament's plenary
to decide which of the candidates to recommend to the Council as suitable to be appointed.
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Seventh edition. The European Council's role - to 'provide the Union with the necessary impetus for its development'
and to define its 'general political directions and priorities' - has developed rapidly over the past six years. Since June
2014, the European Council Oversight Unit within the European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS), the
European Parliament's in-house research service and think tank, has been monitoring and analysing the European
Council’s delivery of the various commitments made in the conclusions of its meetings. This overview, presented in the
form of a regularly updated Rolling Check-List of Commitments to Date, is designed to review the degree of progress
in realising the goals which the European Council has set itself since January 2010 and to assist the Parliament in
exercising its important oversight role in this field.
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The aim of this study is to provide a comprehensive analysis and assessment of how the European Investment Bank
contributes to the achievement of Cohesion Policy objectives. The study finds that the role of the European Investment
Bank in Cohesion Policy increased significantly in the 2007-13 programme period and continues to increase in 2014-
20. Research results show that there is limited understanding of the effectiveness of European Investment Bank
contributions to Cohesion Policy. In order to increase accountability, the inter-institutional relationship between the
European Parliament’'s Committee on Regional Development and the European Investment Bank should be
strengthened.
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The EU's Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) is designed to preserve peace, prevent conflicts, strengthen
international security and ensure the visibility and effectiveness of EU foreign policy. Spending under the CFSP covers
only some EU foreign policy measures, namely civilian missions, EU Special Representatives and measures
supporting non-proliferation and disarmament.
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Since it became an institution in December 2009, the European Council has not only had to fulfil its core mandate as
defined by the EU Treaties, but in addition has had to engage in crisis management on numerous occasions. Europe
was (and is still) facing crises of a very different nature; ranging from the sovereign debt crisis to foreign policy crises —
such as in Ukraine and Libya — and the on-going migration crisis. This in-depth analysis by the European Council
Oversight Unit of the European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) examines the role played by the European
Council and its President in managing crises. It also looks at the similarities and differences in the measures agreed
upon by EU Heads of State or Government. Three policy areas which have faced major crises, within the past five
years, are analysed in detail. This paper concludes that no uniform approach has developed at European Council level
for managing crises. Each of them has different causes, is based on distinct problems and arose in specific
circumstances. At the same time the findings indicate that the European Council has faced comparable challenges
during the various crises and goes through similar phases when responding to them.
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This briefing has been prepared in view of the European Parliamentary Week’s Interparliamentary committee meeting
on 16 February organised by the Committee on Budgets (BUDG): EU and national expectations, and how to increase
the democratic accountability of the next MFF negotiations. The note gives background information on the Multiannual
Financial Framework (MFF) and presents the state of play of the preparations in the European Parliament’s (EP)
Committee on Budgets and the planned actions for the coming months in relation to the Mid-term Review/Revision of
the MFF 2014-2020.

The aim of the note is to briefly present the state of play with the MFF Review/Revision and the key issues being
discussed in the EP Committee on Budgets, and to highlight questions, which could be of interest for the national
parliamentarians and subject to debate also in the Member States.
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The EU's Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) lays down maximum annual levels of EU spending in different areas.
The current MFF covers seven years, from 2014 to 2020. According to Article 2 of the MFF Regulation the
Commission is obliged to prepare a mid-term review of the functioning of the MFF and, as appropriate, a legislative
proposal for a revision of the MFF Regulation no later than the end of 2016. This dual requirement is referred to as the
mid-term 'review/revision'. Although the idea of reviewing the framework during its lifespan is not new, the current MFF
is the first to include specific provisions providing for a mid-term review that may lead to revision of the Regulation. For
a number of reasons, implementation of the 2014-2020 MFF has already proven to be challenging, even in its first two
years. In order to accommodate unexpected needs within the authorised ceilings, the budgetary authority has already
had to resort to almost all the special levers and flexibility instruments provided for in the MFF Regulation. This raises
questions about the functioning of the MFF through to 2020, and, in particular, about the adequacy of the agreed
spending ceilings. The European Parliament has consistently supported the idea of a genuine, post electoral mid-term
MFF review combined with appropriate revision of the MFF Regulation. Parliament's ambition is to set the agenda and
to be at the forefront of the debate, which is why in December 2015 the Committee on Budgets (BUDG) launched a
discus?ion with a view to adopting a strategic initiative report ahead of the Commission's adoption of the
review/revision.
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The Single Resolution Board (SRB) was established on 1 January 2015 and on 1 January 2016 it became fully
responsible for the resolution of those banks which are directly supervised by the ECB and of other cross-border
groups. This briefing presents the state of play regarding the work of the SRB as well as a short insight into the
vulnerability of those banks which are directly supervised by the Single Supervisory Board (SSB). It is published in
advance of the Hearing with Mrs Elke Konig, Chair of the SRB, in the ECON Committee on 28 January in accordance
with Article 45.4 of Regulation (EU) 806/2014.
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The note provides an overview on the options for the duration of the multiannual financial framework (MFF) period after
2020: history, background, state of play and different options. The objective is to discuss the possibilities to increase
the democratic accountability of the MFF by modifying its duration.
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On 27 October 2015, the European Commission adopted its Work Programme for the year ahead (2016 CWP), and
presented it to the European Parliament the same day. Based on the 10 political guidelines set out in mid-2014 by
President Jean-Claude Juncker, it builds on the 'framework strategies' adopted by the Commission since entering
office and places emphasis on the legislative measures and concrete follow-up actions needed to implement them.
The 2016 CWP includes relatively few entirely new actions. Most of the initiatives it contains have already been
announced and fit into the framework strategies presented earlier; a few of them were to be presented before the end
of 2015. The CWP also looks beyond 2016, providing for the necessary preparatory work, such as evaluations,
consultations or impact assessments, for actions to be included in future work programmes. Confronted with major
unexpected events dominating the political agenda, such as the migration crisis and, more recently, the major terrorist
attacks in Paris, the Commission may be compelled, as in 2015, to adapt to emerging challenges, taking immediate
action and/or accelerating implementation in certain areas (for example, with counter-terrorism measures). The EP had
adopted a resolution in September 2015 setting out its recommendations for the forthcoming CWP. In that it called on
the Commission to use its right of initiative to the full extent, in order to give the Union clear leadership, reaffirmed its
attachment to the ‘Community method’ and welcomed progress in the negotiations on a new inter-institutional
agreement on better law-making, since completed.
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Mr Gramegna, Luxembourg's Finance Minister takes part in the ECON meeting on 11.1.2016 in his capacity as
outgoing President of the ECOFIN-Council during the Luxembourg Presidency (July-December 2015).

Mr Dijsselbloem, Netherland’s Finance Minister takes part in the ECON meeting on 18.2.2016 in his capacity as
incoming President of the ECOFIN-Council during the Netherlands Presidency (January-June 2016).

These exchanges of views also cover an Economic Dialogue on the implementation of the 2015-2016 European
Semester Cycles (in accordance with Article 2-ab of Regulation 1466/97 as amended in 2011) and the implementation
of macro-economic adjustment programmes (in accordance with Article 18 of Regulation 472/2013). According to the
Treaty of the Union, Member States shall regard their economic policies as a matter of common concern and shall
coordinate them within the Council.
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Member states using the euro and the EU institutions are engaged in reforms of the euro area's system of governance
to improve its economic performance and avoid any repeat of the sovereign debt crisis and severe recession that
followed the 2008-09 global financial crisis. Reforms have so far included the creation of authorities to better supervise
the financial markets, improved mechanisms to coordinate fiscal policies, and new procedures to correct economic
imbalances, and launched a Banking Union. The discussion builds on the 'Five Presidents' report', entitled
'Completing Europe's Economic and Monetary Union', which is a set of proposals presented in June by European
Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker, European Central Bank President Mario Draghi, European Council
President Donald Tusk, European Parliament President Martin Schulz, and Jeroen Dijsselbloem, the Eurogroup
President. Among other measures, the report calls for the creation of national competitiveness boards and an
independent European Fiscal Board, improving the European Semester and completing the Banking Union. It
mentions the possibility of setting up a euro-area treasury in a more distant future. This notes offers links to
commentaries, studies and reports on the topic from major international think tanks and research institutes published
since the release of the Five Presidents' report.
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From January to June 2016, The Netherlands will hold the Presidency of the EU Council for the 12th time, kicking off
the Dutch-Slovak-Maltese Trio Presidency.

For the first semester of 2016, the Commission's soon ending 2015 work programme will largely determine the
legislative agenda as nearly all major proposals will have been put on the table by the end of this year. As of 16
December 2015, there are 140 active ordinary legislative procedures, of which 23 have been agreed by the co-
legislators at political level and around 30 are being negotiated in view of a first or (early) second reading agreement.
The Dutch EU Presidency will pursue the following priorities: (i) improving quality and simplification of legislation; (ii)
growth and jobs (internal market, innovation and digital economy); and (iii) active involvement of citizens and civil
society in policymaking.

This note aims to present the state of affairs in the policy fields of Dutch priority, as well as the most important related
dossiers to be addressed by the Dutch Presidency.
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This study provides an implementation monitoring tool which allows for a systematic overview of review and monitoring
clauses, sunset clauses as well as management and implementation clauses that are included in international
agreements concluded between the EU and third countries. As an implementation monitoring tool, this study intends to
provide a systematic overview of review and monitoring clauses, sunset clauses as well as management and
implementation clauses present in international agreements which are concluded between the EU and third countries.
While the review and monitoring clauses refer to the process of assessing the implementation of international
agreements, the sunset clauses refer to the duration of international agreements. The management and
implementation clauses describe the composition of the body in charge of supervising the management of the
agreement and eventually define special procedures for the management or implementation of the agreements.
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This study provides a history of budgetary powers and politics in the EU during the period 1957-1978, focusing on the
role of what was then still a non-(or indirectly) elected European Parliament. It follows a timeline divided into three
periods: (i) beginnings (1957-1964), (ii) preparations for modification of the Treaty (1965-1969), and (iii) the first phase
of democratic control (1970-1978). The modifications to the Treaty of Rome, with the two budgetary treaties of 1970
and 1975, were the results of conflicts, diplomacy and compromises. After more than 20 years the balance of power
between the institutions had changed; full democratic control had not been achieved, but important progress had been
made, and Parliament, though still not directly elected, had gained in influence and respect. This study gives a detailed
description of various elements of the budgetary powers shaped by the two treaties, in particular those which would
enable the elected Parliament to continue its fight for more influence and greater powers, not only in the budgetary
domain but also in legislative and institutional matters too. Please click here for the full publication in PDF format
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On 27 and 28 October 2015, a crucial step takes place in the annual budgetary procedure, with the European
Parliament (EP) due to decide whether and how to amend the Council's position on the 2016 draft EU budget put
forward by the European Commission. Please click here for the full publication in PDF format
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This report analyses the increasing role played by the European Parliament (EP) in the EU decision-making process.
In the first part (Sections 2, 3, 4 and 5), it describes how the EP acquired more power in legislation, comitology, in the
appointment of the European Commission and in the budgetary field. In the second part (Sections 6 and 7), the report
illustrates the EP’s role in two relevant policy fields: economic governance and external trade agreements.

The report demonstrates that EP’s formal and informal powers in legislation, comitology, Commission investiture, the
budgetary process, economic governance and international agreements have increased strikingly since the Treaty of
Rome. This empowerment is partially explained by the concern for democratic legitimacy on the part of some member
states’ (and the Commission). To another important part the empowerment may be explained by the fact that treaties
frequently contain ambiguous provisions and thus allow room for informal rules to emerge through bargaining
specifying the details of treaty provisions.
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The ECB is responsible for the effective and consistent functioning of the SSM and oversees the system. The costs of
the ECB supervisory tasks are covered by levying an annual fee on all supervised banks. The fee is calculated
according to the bank's importance and its risk profile.
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Resumen The Monthly Highlights publication provides an overview, at a glance, of the on-going work of the policy departments,
including a selection of the latest and forthcoming publications, and a list of future events.
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This new study, which forms part if the European Parliament History Series, looks at the stances taken by the
Parliament and by some of its committees, political groups and Members on the issue of the establishment of a
European Ombudsman. Between the time when the idea of an ombudsman for the European Communities was first
mooted in the mid-1970s, and the appointment of Jacob S6derman as the first European Ombudsman in July 1995,
the Parliament changed its stance several times, first supporting the idea and then opposing it, before ultimately
playing an active part in setting the office up. These changes of approval, and the reasons behind them, are examined
in detail in this study. The studies in the European Parliament History Series are based on documents held and made
available to the public by the Historical Archives of the European Parliament.
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This study aims to provide insights into the development, since 2012, of the European Commission’s system of Expert
Groups, including the Register of Expert Groups. The specific focus of this study is an assessment of the European
Commission’s compliance with a set of European Parliament conditions attached to repeated European Parliament
budget reserves for the Expert Group budget. The European Parliament conditions aim to strengthen the balanced
representation of interests in the Expert Groups, address conflicts of interest, and ensure transparency, in terms of
open access to the working and outputs of the Expert Groups. The study finds that the European Commission, despite
some progress, continues to fall short of full compliance with the European Parliament conditions on balance and
transparency. Based on this study’s findings, it is considered that a more systematic approach to balance would help
overcoming information asymmetries and contribute to throughput legitimacy. Enhanced transparency also has
potential to enhance Expert Group outputs. This study therefore recommends a systematic approach to balance, the
promotion of full transparency, more resources for Secretariat General oversight and enforcement, and the systematic
evaluation of Expert Group performance at the level of the system of Expert Groups and for all individual Expert
Groups.
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The United States has a long-standing tradition of presidential State of the Union addresses, in which the President
speaks in the Capitol to a joint session of Congress, thus fulfilling his constitutional obligation. In contrast to the US
Constitution, the EU Treaties do not prescribe the EU State of the Union address given by the President of the
European Commission. Rather, that was instigated with the 2010 Framework agreement between the European
Parliament and the European Commission as part of the annual political and legislative programming of the Union.
Four State of the Union speeches were delivered by President José Manuel Barroso between 2010 and 2013 during
his second term as Commission President, marked mainly by the economic and financial crisis in the EU.

The State of the Union speech by the President of the European Commission constitutes an important instrument for
ex-ante accountability vis-a-vis Parliament but it is also aimed at rendering the definition of priorities at EU level more
transparent and at communicating those priorities to citizens.

The 2015 State of the Union speech by President Jean-Claude Juncker takes place in a decisive year for the
European Union, marked by the Greek debt crisis, the asylum and immigration crisis as well as international
geopolitical challenges. But the State of the Union debate is, for the first time, also set in the broader process of
political agenda-setting that started with the 2014 elections to the European Parliament and the nomination of the 'lead
candidates' for the Presidency of the Commission. The ensuing election of the President of the Commission by
Parliament and the parliamentary hearings of the Commissioners-designate, as well as the adoption of the 2015
Commission Work Programme, led to a politically intense year, changing the context in which Juncker's first State of
the Union address has now to be delivered.

EN

Fuente : © Unién Europea, 2024 - PE 27


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/es/document/EPRS_STU(2015)538884
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2015/538884/EPRS_IDAN_538884_HA_Mediateur_Europeen.pdf.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2015/538884/EPRS_STU(2015)538884_FR.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/es/document/IPOL_STU(2015)552301
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2015/552301/IPOL_STU(2015)552301_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/es/document/EPRS_BRI(2015)565909
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2015/565909/EPRS_BRI(2015)565909_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/es/legal-notice

Parliament's draft recommendations on TTIP talks

Tipo de publicacién De un vistazo

Fecha
Autor

Ambito politico

Palabra clave

Resumen

De un vistazo

03-07-2015
PUCCIO Laura
Asuntos exteriores | Comercio internacional

acuerdo comercial (UE) | acuerdo de libre comercio | América | ASUNTOS FINANCIEROS | comercio internacional |
construccion europea | Estados Unidos | financiacién e inversion | garantia de inversiones | GEOGRAFIA | geografia
economica | geografia politica | instituciones de la Union Europea y funcion publica europea | INTERCAMBIOS
ECONOMICOS Y COMERCIALES | negociacion de acuerdo (UE) | relacién interinstitucional (UE) | UNION EUROPEA

The Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) is currently being negotiated between the EU and the US
as a comprehensive and ambitious trade agreement aiming to liberalise trade and investment as well as foster
regulatory cooperation. Citizens in some EU Member States raise fears related to investor-state dispute settlement
(ISDS) clauses in TTIP and, more generally, the impact of the future agreement on states’ regulatory freedom in the
areas of the environment, consumer and labour law and data protection. In light of the number of amendments
submitted on Parliament's draft recommendations for the negotiations, the plenary discussion and vote was postponed
in June. But after a brief return to Committee they are now due to be discussed in the July plenary.
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What was intended to be a scheduled European Council on 25/26 June 2015 with a comprehensive draft agenda
became a crisis European Council. Originally its agenda comprised initiatives corresponding to five of European
Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker's ten political guidelines. However, and as predicted in the EPRS Outlook
for the European Council, the Heads of State or Government spent much time discussing current developments in the
Mediterranean and the future of Greece within the euro area, while issues such as CSDP, the digital single market and
the European Semester received less attention than had been originally envisaged. The European Council's
Conclusions nevertheless managed to address security and defence issues, jobs growth and competitiveness.
Particular attention was paid to the topic of migration while the United Kingdom's plan for a referendum on Europe was
also addressed.
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On 7 July 2015, the European Parliament (EP) is due to consider a report by its Committee on Budgets, which gives a
first analysis of the draft 2016 EU budget proposed by the European Commission, highlighting the priorities for the EP
in the coming negotiations with the Council.
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Resumen After years of relative stagnation and emphasis on multilateral negotiations (WTO), the European Union has instigated
an impressive number of trade negotiations, some successfully concluded. The scene is currently dominated by
negotiations with the US (TTIP) and Japan. The success of the current Commission will greatly depend on the
outcome of these negotiations.

The Union's trade strategy cannot be limited to the creation of new negotiation tables, but must also ensure the proper
implementation of negotiated agreements and combat the rise of new non-tariff barriers. The European Union and its
bodies must also be able to convince civil society that its actions are correct and secure the solid support of Member
States and public opinion for the new international agreements which will gradually come into force.

This significant objective can only be achieved if the Union's trade policy is able to incorporate the aspirations of
European citizens and provide coherent responses, based on the ongoing and unconditional defence of the common
interest. Obviously, this objective does not merely involve the Commission, but calls for a proactive and credible
contribution from the European Parliament and the Council.
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Resumen This short note gives an overview of the Broad Economic Policy Guidelines (BEPGs) and the Guidelines for
Employment Policies. It provides details on the background, the process of adoption and key elements of the
guidelines.
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Resumen Los negociadores del Parlamento Europeo (PE) y del Consejo han llegado a un acuerdo politico sobre las normas por
las que se crea y se rige el Fondo Europeo para Inversiones Estratégicas (FEIE). Propuesto por la Comisiéon como
parte del «Plan Juncker» y sostenido por una garantia con cargo al presupuesto de la UE, el FEIE buscara estimular
la creacion de empleo y el crecimiento en toda la UE, impulsando inversiones por un valor estimado de 315 000
millones de euros en tres afios. Ahora es necesario que tanto el PE, que lo debatira en el Pleno el 24 de junio, como
el Consejo adopten el texto acordado a fin de que el FEIE pase a ser operativo.
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This check-list presents a comprehensive overview of “review clauses”, namely review, evaluation and reporting
provisions contained in recent EU legislative acts and programmes. It is produced by the Policy Performance Appraisal
Unit of the European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS), the EP's in-house research service and think tank, as
part of its work on the evaluation of EU law, policies and programmes.The European Parliament is strongly committed
to the concept of Better Law-Making, and particularly to the effective use of ex-ante impact assessment and ex-post
evaluation throughout the whole legislative cycle. It is in this spirit that the European Parliament has a particular
interest in following the transposition, implementation and enforcement of EU law, EU programmes and international
agreements, and more generally, monitoring the impact, operation, effectiveness and delivery of policy and
programmes in practice.
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Luxembourg will hold its 12th Presidency of the Council, concluding the Italian-Latvian-Luxembourg Trio Council
Presidency in the second half of 2015. Luxembourg last presided over the Council of the EU in 2005. The official
programme of the Presidency will be presented to the Conference of Committee Chairs by Nicolas Schmit, the Minister
of Labour, Employment and the Social and Solidarity Economy on 9 June, and by Prime Minister Xavier Bettel to the
Parliament on 8 July. Minister Schmitt will be responsible for relations with the European Parliament during the
Luxembourgish Presidency. Luxembourg's European priorities will focus on the Growth and Jobs Agenda, the social
dimension of European policies, the implementation of the European Agenda for Migration and the Energy Union, the
reform of the Economic and Monetary Union, the negotiation of the TTIP agreement and the preparation of the COP 21
climate change conference in Paris.
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The economic and financial crisis curbed investments in the EU by about 15% compared to 2007 levels, putting
achievement of the Europe 2020 Strategy targets at risk. As a remedy, the European Commission put forward 'An
Investment Plan for Europe', proposing to mobilise at least €315 billion in additional investment over the next three
years, better match initiatives to the needs of the real economy and remove investment barriers. To implement the
plan, the Commission tabled a legislative proposal in January 2015 to create a European Fund for Strategic
Investments (EFSI), which opened a debate on financing EU infrastructure networks.
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Durante la sesién plenaria del 27 de mayo de 2015, se pedira a los diputados que voten sobre un informe elaborado
por la Comisién Agricultura y Desarrollo Rural, que modifica la propuesta legislativa de la Comisiéon Europea sobre un
nuevo programa Unico de fomento del consumo de fruta y leche en las escuelas. La propuesta tiene por objeto
fusionar dos programas separados existentes, uno para la distribucion de leche, y el otro, para la distribucion de fruta
y hortalizas en las escuelas. No obstante, el plan sigue siendo incierto, dado que la Comisién lo ha paralizado a la
espera de una evaluacién de programas anteriores. Existe asimismo desacuerdo en cuanto al fundamento juridico del
proyecto de reglamento entre el Consejo, por una parte, y la Comision y el Parlamento, por la otra.
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At a special meeting on migration on 23 April 2015, the European Council committed to four priorities: strengthening
the EU's presence at sea, fighting traffickers in accordance with international law, preventing illegal migration flows,
and reinforcing internal solidarity and responsibility. This is based on a 10 point action plan on migration, agreed to
jointly by the foreign and home affairs ministers at their meeting on 20 April 2015 in Luxembourg. The meeting followed
the invitation of European Council President Donald Tusk, after the tragic events on the 19 April 2015 when 800
people died off the coast of Libya trying to cross the Mediterranean to Europe
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This study has been written by Dr. Petya Alexandrova Petrova (Leibniz University of Hannover), at the request of the
European Council Oversight Unit of the Directorate for Impact Assessment and European Added Value, within the
Directorate General for Parliamentary Research Services (DG EPRS) of the General Secretariat of the European
Parliament.
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The Treaty of Lisbon made the European Council an EU institution in legal terms, while its tasks remained unchanged.
It also introduced the function of a permanent President, a position which was occupied by Herman Van Rompuy for
two consecutive terms until December 2014.

This study presents an analysis of the European Council’'s agenda in the five-year period under Herman Van
Rompuy’s Presidency. The analysis of the agenda of the European Council in the period December 2009 — November
2014 was based primarily on the text of the European Council Conclusions, the only written evidence of the output of
the European Council’'s agenda.
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On 14 April 2015, the Court of Justice of the EU (CJEU) delivered a judgment on the power of the Commission to
withdraw a legislative proposal during the legislative procedure. The Court confirmed, for the first time, that the right of
the Commission to withdraw legislative proposals is inseparable from its right of initiative.
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Although Parliament set out its views on the European Public Prosecutor's Office (EPPO) proposal in the previous
legislative term, agreement in the Council is as yet far from seeing the light of day. A new interim report is scheduled to
be voted in plenary at the end of April.

For more recent information, please see the updated version of this publication.
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Multiannual plans for fisheries management are an essential tool to ensure the sustainable exploitation of fish stocks
and marine ecosystems, and also offer fishermen increased predictability over the long run. In October 2014, the
European Commission proposed a multiannual plan for stocks of cod, herring and sprat in the Baltic Sea and for the
fisheries exploiting them. This proposal, the first to build on the principles of the 2013 reform of the Common Fisheries
Policy, may be seen as a test case.
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This study is the first part of a series which will analyse inter-institutional relations in the budgetary domain, with a
particular focus on the evolution of the role of the European Parliament. The ECSC and its budget was a very
interesting case with its specific features — autonomy of the executive, a fiscal mechanism, and the capacity to contract
loans and lend money. Was this approach successful? Why were these mechanisms not replicated in the European
Community? To what extent did the struggles of the Assembly of the ECSC influence the subsequent Treaties? Those
are some of the questions that the study will try to answer. The study will also highlight how the ECSC was ahead of its
time, as the solutions found for certain problems were, in some cases, similar to debates decades later. The various
studies in the European Union History series are primarily based on documents preserved in, and made available to
the public by, the Historical Archives of the European Parliament.
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It is extremely difficult to strengthen parliamentary oversight of the EU’s trade policies without clear and predictable
rules and procedures for the EP to access relevant information from the Commission and the Council. This study
provides an overview on the rules guaranteeing access to information in international trade negotiations both in the EU
and in selected third countries. It evaluates the existing arrangements on access to information by Parliament in view
of the provisions included in the Treaty of Lisbon, international norms and agreements, EU case-law, and similar rules,
arrangements and practices in a group of national parliaments.
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This document is a supplementary briefing to the Earth observation satellite data for commercial purposes: Initial
Appraisal of a European Commission Impact Assessment based on the additional information contained in the
Commission’s non-paper.
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As a consequence of the late agreement on the overall 2014-20 Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF), the various
legal acts setting out the provisions for implementing the funds throughout that period were adopted much later than
planned. As a result, the funds allocated for 2014, amounting to some €21 billion — equivalent to almost 15% of the
2014 budget, were not able to be used that year, and this revision of the MMF is intended to ensure that the
programmes can be fully implemented in 2015. The legal instruments concerned are the European Regional
Development Fund (ERDF), the European Social Fund (ESF), the Cohesion Fund (CF), the European Agricultural
Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD); the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF), the Asylum, Migration and
Integration Fund (AMIF) and the Internal Security Fund (ISF). The revision of the MFF and the adoption of Draft
Amending Budget No 2 are a necessary condition for re-programming these 2014 commitments to subsequent years.

Resumen

A more recent edition of this document is available. Find it by searching by the document title at this address:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/home.html
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The European Union is moving closer to creating a new investment fund, a flagship idea of European Commission
President Jean-Claude Juncker aimed at bolstering economic growth and creating jobs. On 10 March, EU finance
ministers gave an initial go-ahead for the planned financial facility, called the European Fund for Strategic Investment
(EFSI), by agreeing their position for negotiations on the proposal with the European Parliament (EP). The Parliament
discussed the EFSI plan on 12 March in Strasbourg, and is expected to ask for a bigger role in supervising the fund, it
said in a statement. The EP is to vote on its report on the fund on 24 June or at the July plenary session at the latest,
allowing for negotiations with EU governments to move full steam ahead. According to the Commission's proposal, the
fund is to use 21 billion euros of EU seed money to mobilise 315-billion-euros investment in co-operation with private
investors for infrastructural and other projects. This note offers links to a selection of commentaries, studies and
reports by some of the major international think tanks and research institutes, which analyse the merits of the proposal.
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En un tiempo de crisis econémica en que Europa se ve tentada a focalizarse sobre sus propias dificultades, la UE
dirige su atencion politica al mundo en desarrollo, en consonancia con el lema «Nuestro mundo, nuestro futuro,
nuestra dignidad». Se espera que 2015 sea un afo de inflexién a nivel mundial, ya que supone el final del plazo para
la consecucion de los Objetivos de Desarrollo del Milenio, e incluira la celebracién de la Cumbre Especial de las
Naciones Unidas sobre Objetivos de Desarrollo Sostenible y de la Conferencia de Paris sobre el Clima, en septiembre
y en diciembre respectivamente.

BG, CS, DA, DE, EL, EN, ES, FI, FR, GA, HU, IT, LT, LV, NL, PT, RO, SV, ET, HR, MT, PL, SK, SL

Semestre Europeo: Estudio Prospectivo Anual sobre el Crecimiento 2015

Tipo de publicacién

Fecha
Autor

De un vistazo
02-03-2015
SZCZEPANSKI Marcin

Ambito politico Asuntos econémicos y monetarios | Asuntos financieros y bancarios | Semestre Europeo

19-04-2024

Palabra clave

Resumen

De un vistazo

ASUNTOS FINANCIEROS | Comisién Europea | Comision PE | coordinacion de politicas UEM | crecimiento
econdémico | ECONOMIA | economia monetaria | financiacion e inversién | finanzas de la Unién Europea | fiscalidad |
instituciones de la Union Europea y funcion publica europea | marco financiero plurianual | marco politico | poder de
ejecucion | politica de inversion | politica econémica | politica econémica | politica fiscal | relacion interinstitucional
(UE) | situacion econémica | UNION EUROPEA | vicepresidente de la institucién | VIDA POLITICA

El Semestre Europeo es un ejercicio anual que permite la coordinacién de las politicas presupuestaria y econémica de
los Estados miembros. El ciclo de 2015 comenzd en noviembre de 2014 con el Estudio Prospectivo Anual sobre el
Crecimiento, que perfilo las principales prioridades econémicas de la UE y recomend6 tres pilares fundamentales para
estimular el crecimiento y la recuperacion econémica. El Estudio Prospectivo también propuso racionalizar el
Semestre Europeo con el fin de mejorar la ejecucion de las recomendaciones especificas por pais.
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Resumen The informal meeting of the European Council on 12 February generated a statement on anti-terrorism measures, a
discussion on improving economic policy in the eurozone following a presentation by Commission President Jean-
Claude Juncker, an assessment of the result of the Minsk talks in the presence of Ukrainian President Poroshenko,
and a report by Eurogroup President Dijsselbloem on Greece. Mario Draghi, President of the European Central Bank
also attended the meeting.
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Resumen The Juncker Commission’s legitimacy and effectiveness in is being assessed connection with on the one side its
composition, its organisation and functioning, and on the other side with its capacity to enhance legitimacy in the
exercise of the EU’s competences and enhance and its input efficiency.
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Resumen Measures on the fight against terrorism and radicalisation are likely to be the priority item for discussion — in the
presence of the EP President, Martin Schulz — at the informal European Council, meeting of Heads of State or
Government, on 12 February in Brussels.

Following Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker's analysis of the current state of the Economic and Monetary
Union, European leaders will also discuss the state of the European economy and will once again discuss the situation
in the Ukraine and Russia's involvement.

This European Council is also the first at which Greece will be represented by its new Prime Minister, Alexis Tsipras.
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On 16 December 2014 the newly appointed European Commission adopted its Work Programme for the year ahead
(2015 CWP). Based on the political guidelines set out by its President, Jean-Claude Juncker, the Programme forms
the basis for the Commission's work in putting these ten priorities into effect. The procedures and timetable governing
the European Parliament's role in this annual exercise are well-established and are laid out in detail in the 2010
Framework Agreement between the European Parliament and Commission. Nonetheless, the current exercise takes
place in a markedly different context to those in the past, notably as a result of the process by which the Commission
President was nominated as candidate and elected to office being more transparent and political than before. This
stemmed from the introduction of 'lead candidates' (Spitzenkandidaten) in the 2014 European election campaign, an
innovation aimed at giving voters a more direct influence over the future political direction of the European executive.
In comparison with previous years, the 2015 CWP contains relatively few new proposals (only 23), though it also lists a
large number of pending proposals to be withdrawn or modified. This reflects the Commission's stated intention to
concentrate its efforts on a smaller number of priorities such as jobs and growth, and to focus on initiatives where it
feels that concrete results can be delivered in the near term. Initial reaction from within the EP to the 2015 CWP has
been mixed. While a large number of Members have broadly welcomed the thrust towards a slimmed-down package
focussing on essentials, concerns have been raised about various issues, notably the scope and content of proposed
withdrawals. None of the resolutions tabled by the political groups on the 2015 CWP achieved the majority necessary
for adoption at the January | part-session, so the EP has not adopted a formal position on the matter.
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Security and defence of its citizens are of high importance in the EU. At the same time, any EU security policy must
also respect the values on which the EU is based, such as respect for fundamental rights. Striking the right balance
between the two has been the guiding principle of the EU's internal security measures. The protection and surveillance
measures implemented so far were not able to prevent the recent terrorist attacks. The ongoing threats have led
Member States and EU institutions to re-evaluate their internal security policies. This re-evaluation comes at a time
when the EU is still in the process of agreeing a new strategy, to build on the efforts undertaken under the 2010-14 EU
Internal Security Strategy. A sound EU Internal Security Strategy is crucial because it facilitates cooperation among
Member States and ensures internal security issues are dealt with in a systematic manner.
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The European Council and the Council play a central role in policy-making within those new areas of EU activity within
which intergovernmental policy coordination prevails over legislative decision-making such economic governance and
foreign affairs. The emphasis on decentralised governance implies important changes to institutional design and the
practice of inter-institutional relations.
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The implementation timetable for cohesion policy is defined largely by its legislative framework, which explicitly
provides for European Parliament involvement in a number of cases. In order to be able to plan parliamentary work
and exercise systematic scrutiny of policy implementation and of the Commission’s work, it is essential to have an
overview of the expected timing of different steps in policy implementation in the coming years.

The briefing was first published in 2014, and this new version is the first update in 2015, which will be reviewed upon
availability of further details (e.g. roadmap/calendar of initiatives) about the Commission's work programme for 2015.
The briefing includes a detailed (but non-exhaustive) timetable of policy actions connected with the implementation of
the European Structural and Investment Funds in 2015, together with an overview of major actions for the remainder of
the programming period, from 2016.
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This briefing note forms part of a new series of analytical notes in advance and following each European Council

meeting. The first European Council meeting chaired by Donald Tusk was noteworthy for its relative focus and brevity.

EU leaders discussed on how to foster investment in Europe and, in particular, the urgent establishment of a European

Fund for Strategic Investments coupled with Member States' commitment to intensifying structural reforms and

%ursuling_ growth-friendly fiscal consolidation. They also discussed the situation in Ukraine. Link:European Council
onclusions
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This study investigates ways to enhance the legitimacy of economic governance in the Economic and Monetary Union
(EMU) without introducing Treaty changes. It suggests changes in the governance framework at both the institutional
and economic level. Input-oriented legitimacy can be improved by increasing parliamentary oversight on decisions
related to EMU and increasing the accountability of the Eurogroup. Output-oriented legitimacy can be improved by
strengthening the ability of EMU to reduce the emergence of negative externalities and to mitigate their impact, through
market and fiscal risk-sharing mechanisms.

This study was requested by the EP's Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON).
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This study evaluates how the most recent CAP reform was affected by the enhanced role of the EP; assesses the
extent to which maximum influence was exercised by the EP negotiators and provides insights to assist the EP in its
approach to future reform negotiations.
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This briefing gives a preliminary insight into the topics the European Council is expected to address in its next meeting
on 18 and 19 December 2014. It is based on the draft annotated agenda available on the European Council website
and on previous European Council Conclusions. The annotated draft agenda is drawn up by the President of the
European Council, in close operation with the Member of the European Council representing the country holding the
six-monthly Presidency of the Council, now Italy, and the President of the European Commission. A provisional
agenda will be published after discussions on 16 December in the General Affairs Council.
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The Italian-Latvian-Luxemburgish Trio Presidency of the Council marks the start of the 2014-2019 European
Parliamentary legislature. The first half of 2015 will be very challenging for Latvia, not least given that Latvia is holding
the presidency of the EU Council for the first time.&nbsp; &nbsp;A new parliament (Saeima) was elected on 4 October.
The Latvian Prime Minister, Ms. Laimdota Straujuma will present the priorities of the Presidency to the Parliament on
14 January 2015. Latvia will focus on three priorities during its Presidency: Facilitation of EU competitiveness as a key
to economic growth and jobs; Full exploitation of the digital potential of the European economy, and Reinforcing the
role of the European Union in the world. In addition, the Latvian Presidency wishes to ensure that the Council
contributes to the implementation of the European Council's five-year Strategic Agenda in the areas of protection of
citizens, an Energy Union with a forward-looking climate policy, and a Union of freedom, security and justice.
&nbsp;Aside from some major strategic items likely to feature from the Commission's 2015 Annual Work Programme
the bulk of the legislative work of the Latvian Council Presidency will consist essentially of resuming unfinished
business from the previous legislature. Currently around 30 legislative dossiers are under negotiation between the
Council and the Parliament with a view to reaching a first or a second reading agreement - half of those are likely to be
concluded under the Italian Presidency. This note presents the main political dossiers under the above-mentioned
priorities, and the related European legislative activity (under the ordinary legislative procedure) expected during the
Latvian EU Council Presidency in the first semester of 2015. &nbsp; &nbsp; &nbsp;
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The EPRS publication "European Council Conclusions: Rolling Check-List of Commitment to Date" monitors the
degree of progress in achieving the goals and guidelines set by the European Council in its conclusions. This second
edition was updated and reviewed to give an overview of the conclusions and commitments from 2010 onwards. It is a
compendium designed to assist the European Parliament in exercising its oversight role. It will be updated four times
per year.

Since June 2014, the European Council Oversight Unit within the European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS)
has been monitoring and analysing the delivery of the European Council in respect of the commitments made in the
conclusions of its meetings, as well as its various responsibilities either in law or on the basis of intergovernmental
agreements.

European Council meetings bring together the Heads of State or Government of the EU Member States and are
chaired by the permanent European Council President. Since 1 December, this is Donald Tusk. The Commission
President is a non-voting member of the European Council and the High Representative also takes part in its work.
The European Council’s role, to "provide the Union with the necessary impetus for its development" and to define its
"general political directions and priorities", has developed rapidly over the past five years, since the Lisbon Treaty.
Hence the need for more detailed scrutiny and oversight of this European Union institution.
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En la UE la seguridad y la defensa de sus ciudadanos son ambitos muy importantes. No obstante, sea cual sea la
politica de seguridad de la UE también tiene que respetar los valores en que se basa la UE vy, entre ellos, los derechos
humanos. A fin de responder a estas necesidades diversas se establecio la Estrategia de Seguridad Interior para el
periodo comprendido entre 2010 y 2014. Se han elaborado tres informes sobre su aplicacién; en el dltimo de dichos
informes, que se ha publicado el presente afio, no solo se evalla la aplicacion de la Estrategia, sino que también se
determinan los posibles retos futuros que se afrontaran en el préoximo periodo de la Estrategia comprendido entre
2015y 2020.
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This Briefing provides a succinct overview of the key findings and recommendations of a recent European Court of
Auditors’ Special Report — in this case, on the operation of the EU’s External Borders Fund — and also summarises the
European Commission’s reaction to the report, as well as the European Parliament’s activities and position on the
issue. It has been produced by the Policy Performance Appraisal Unit of the European Parliamentary Research
Service (EPRS), as part of its routine analytical work on the implementation and operation of existing EU legislation,
programmes and policies in practice. The document concludes that the European Court of Auditors, the European
Commission and the Member States all agree that the External Borders Fund (EBF) has fostered financial solidarity
between Member States and contributed positively to external border management. However, there were strategic and
operational weaknesses in the Fund's programming and implementation, both at Member State and Commission level:
national programmes were lacking measurable objectives and indicators; there were weaknesses in Member States’
procurement procedures; and there were deficiencies in the monitoring and in the ex-post evaluations by the
Commission and Members States. More emphasis should be given to the design of future funding programmes, which
should focus on creating sustainable, measurable and visible European added value. The right balance should be
achieved between accountability and excessive administrative burdens. Special attention should be given to the quality
of the Commission's evaluation reports, scrutinising their objectivity and timeliness, the accuracy and reliability of data
presented, and their usefulness for the design of the successor funding programmes, as these are fundamental tools
within the policy cycle, which help to identify future policy challenges.
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During the second half of the 1990s press and media reports revealed the existence of the Echelon network. This
system for intercepting private and economic communications was developed and managed by the states that had
signed the UKUSA and was characterised by its powers and the range of communications targeted: surveillance was
directed against not only military organisations and installations but also governments, international organisations and
companies throughout the world.

This study recounts the uncovering of the network, notably through the STOA investigations, questions by MEPs,
debates in plenary, the setting up of a temporary committee and the final position adopted by the European
Parliament. It also takes account of statements by researchers and journalists on the technical aspects and legal
implications of the Echelon network. Finally, it considers the views of the political groups in the European Parliament
and of the Commission and Council.

Fifteen years after the events, The Echelon Affair draws on the European Parliament’s archives to describe and
analyse a worldwide scandal which had an impact on the history of Parliament and which today is echoed in the
revelations of Edward Snowden and Julian Assange and in other cases of spying on a grand

scale.
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This is note summarises the commitments taken at the hearing of Jonathan Hill.
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Commitments Made at the Hearing of Valdis Dombrovskis - Commissioner-Designate
Tipo de publicacién Briefing
Fecha 31-10-2014
Autor FORGACS Annamaria | HAUPTMAN Manica
Ambito politico Asuntos econémicos y monetarios | Semestre Europeo

Palabra clave administracion y remuneracion del personal | ajuste estructural | ASUNTOS FINANCIEROS | ASUNTOS SOCIALES |
comisario europeo | declaracion publica | didlogo social (UE) | documentacion | ECONOMIA | economia monetaria |
EDUCACION Y COMUNICACION | indicador social | instituciones de la Unién Europea y funcién publica europea |
Ieglslamon delegada | marco social | nombramiento (de miembros) | poder ejecutivo y administracién publica | politica
econodmica | relaciones laborales y Derecho del trabajo | relacién interinstitucional (UE) | salario minimo | TRABAJO Y
EMPLEO | Unién Econémica y Monetaria | UNION EUROPEA | VIDA POLITICA

Resumen This is note summarises the commitments taken at the hearing of Valdis Dombrovskis.
Briefing EN

Commitments Made at the Hearing of Pierre Moscovici - Commissioner-Designate
Tipo de publicacién Briefing
Fecha 31-10-2014
Autor ANGERER Jost | FORGACS Annamaria | HRADISKY Martin
Ambito politico Asuntos econémicos y monetarios | Asuntos financieros y bancarios | Semestre Europeo

Palabra clave armonizacion fiscal | ASUNTOS FINANCIEROS | comisario europeo | coordinacion de politicas UEM | declaracion
pUblica | DERECHO | Derecho penal | documentacion | economia monetaria | EDUCACION Y COMUNICACION |
fiscalidad | fraude fiscal | gobernanza | instituciones de la Unién Europea y funcion publica europea | INTERCAMBIOS
ECONOMICOS Y COMERCIALES | nombramiento (de miembros) | poder ejecutivo y administracion publica | politica
arancelaria | relacion interinstitucional (UE) | transparencia del proceso decisorio | unién aduanera | UNION
EUROPEA | VIDA POLITICA

Resumen This is note summarises the commitments taken at the hearing of Pierre Moscovici.
Briefing EN

Commitments Made at the Hearing of Véra Jourova - Commissioner-Designate
Tipo de publicacién Briefing
Fecha 24-10-2014
Autor CHATEAU Céline | MARZOCCHI Ottavio | NOVAK Petr | SY Sarah Salome

Ambito politico Adopcién de legislacién por el PE y el Consejo | Asuntos de género, igualdad y diversidad | Derecho contractual,
Derecho mercantil y Derecho de sociedades | Derecho de la propiedad intelectual | Derecho de la UE: sistema juridico
y actos legislativos | Derecho internacional privado y cooperacién judicial en materia civil | Derecho internacional
publico | Espacio de libertad, seguridad y justicia | Evaluacion de impacto ex ante | Evaluacion de la legislacion y las
politicas en la practica | Proteccion de los consumidores | Transposicion y aplicacion de la legislacion

Palabra clave ASUNTOS SOCIALES | baja por maternidad | comisario europeo | construccién europea | consumo | declaracion
publica | DERECHO | Derecho civil | Derecho de sociedades | derechos del nifio | derechos y libertades |
documentacién | EDUCACION Y COMUNICACION | EMPRESA Y COMPETENCIA | espacio de libertad, seguridad y
justicia | gobierno de empresa | igualdad de género | informacion y tratamiento de la informacion | informatica y
tratamiento de datos | instituciones de la Unién Europea y funcién publica europea | INTERCAMBIOS ECONOMICOS
Y COMERCIALES | lucha contra la discriminacién | nombramiento (de miembros) | organizacion de la empresa |
protegcmn de datos | proteccion del consumidor | proteccion social | relacion interinstitucional (UE) | solvenma | UNION
EUROPEA

Resumen In her answers to the questionnaires and during the hearing on 1 October 2014 before the Committees on Legal
Affairs, on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs, on Internal Market and Consumer Protection and on Women's
Rights and Gender Equality, the Commissioner-designate Véra Jourova made a number of commitments.

Briefing EN

Commitments Made at the Hearing of Dimitris Avramopoulos - Commissioner-Designate
Tipo de publicacién Briefing
Fecha 24-10-2014
Autor DAVOLI Alessandro | SY Sarah Salome

Ambito politico Adopcién de legislacién por el PE y el Consejo | Espacio de libertad, seguridad y justicia | Evaluacion de la legislacion
y las politicas en la practica

Palabra clave admision de extranjeros | ASUNTOS SOCIALES | comisario europeo | declaracion publica | DERECHO | Derecho
internacional | documentacién | EDUCACION Y COMUNICACION | empleo | estudiante extranjero | instituciones de la
Unién Europea y funcién publica europea | lucha contra el crimen | migracion ilegal | movimientos migratorios |
nombramiento (de miembros) | organizacion de la ensefianza | politica de visados de la UE | politica migratoria de la
UE | refugiado politico | relacion interinstitucional (UE) | terrorismo | trabajo clandestino | TRABAJO Y EMPLEO |
UNION EUROPEA | VIDA POLITICA | vida politica y seguridad publica | vida social

Resumen In his answers to the questionnaire and during the hearing on 30 September 2014 before the Committee on Civil
Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE), commissioner-designate Dimitris Avramopoulos made a number of
commitments. They are summarised in the present briefing.
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Commitments Made at the Hearing of Frans Timmermans - Commissioner-Designate
Tipo de publicacién Briefing
Fecha 24-10-2014
Autor BUX Udo | NEVILLE Darren

Ambito politico Adopcién de legislacion por el PE y el Consejo | Control presupuestario | Democracia en la UE, Derecho institucional y
parlamentario | Derecho contractual, Derecho mercantil y Derecho de sociedades | Derecho de la UE: sistema juridico
y actos legislativos | Derecho internacional privado y cooperacion judicial en materia civil | Derecho internacional
publico | Espacio de libertad, seguridad y justicia | Evaluaciéon de impacto ex ante | Evaluacion de la legislacion y las
politicas en la practica | Peticiones al Parlamento Europeo | Planificacion prospectiva | Transposicion y aplicacion de
la legislacion

Palabra clave aplicacion del Derecho de la UE | comisario europeo | construccion europea | Derecho de la Union Europea | Estado
de Derecho | Europa | Europa de los ciudadanos | GEOGRAFIA | geografia econémica | geografia politica |
instituciones de la Union Europea y funcion publica europea | marco politico | nombramiento (de miembros) | orden
juridico de la UE | Paises Bajos | relacion interinstitucional (UE) | sesion publica | trabajos parlamentarios |
transparencia del proceso decisorio | UNION EUROPEA | vicepresidente de la institucion | VIDA POLITICA

Resumen In his answers to the questionnaire and during the hearing on 7 October 2014 before the Conference of Presidents,
Commissioner-designate Frans Timmermans made a number of commitments. These are summarised in the present
briefing.

Briefing EN

The Open Method of Coordination
Tipo de publicacién De un vistazo
Fecha 19-10-2014
Autor PRPIC Martina
Ambito politico Derecho de la UE: sistema juridico y actos legislativos

Palabra clave ASUNTOS SOCIALES | autorregulacion | competencias del PE | construccién europea | convergencia econémica |
cooperacién intergubernamental (UE) | DERECHO | Derecho de la Unién Europea | déficit democratico | ECONOMIA |
empleo | Estrategia Europea de Empleo | fuentes y ramas del Derecho | gobernanza | instituciones de la Union
Europea y funcion publica europea | método abierto de coordinacion | método de la Union Europea | poder ejecutivo y
administracion publica | politica econémica | politica social | relacion interinstitucional (UE) | TRABAJO Y EMPLEO |
UNION EUROPEA | VIDA POLITICA | vida social

Resumen The EU response to the 2008 economic crisis, which has exposed the weaknesses of the EU
economic governance of the time, has resulted in a debate on how to find a balance between
intergovernmentalism and supranational actions within the EU framework, bringing into question further use of soft
intergovernmental methods, such as the Open Method of Coordination (OMC). In addition to that, with social and
education issues increasingly gaining attention in the EU, OMC, one of the governance instruments available for
addressing such issues, has again found itself the focus of attention of policy-makers.

De un vistazo EN

Aprobacion de la gestion del Consejo y del Consejo Europeo
Tipo de publicacién De un vistazo
Fecha 16-10-2014
Autor D'ALFONSO Alessandro
Ambito politico Control presupuestario | Derechos humanos

Palabra clave ASUNTOS FINANCIEROS | base juridica | Comisién PE | competencias del PE | Consejo de la Union Europea |
Consejo Europeo | Derecho de la Unidn Europea | descargo del presupuesto | ejercicio presupuestario | finanzas de la
Union Europea | instituciones de la Union Europea y funcion publica europea | presupuesto | presupuesto general
(UE) | relacién interinstitucional (UE) | transparencia del proceso decisorio | UNION EUROPEA

Resumen El procedimiento de aprobacién de la gestién es un instrumento importante mediante el cual el Parlamento Europeo
lleva a cabo un examen democratico a posteriori, de tipo politico, sobre la manera en que se ha utilizado el
presupuesto de la UE. La concesién, por parte del Parlamento Europeo, de una aprobacién independiente de la
gestién al Consejo parece ser fuente de friccién entre ambas instituciones.
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Challenges in Constitutional Affairs in the New Term: Taking Stock and Looking Forward
Tipo de publicaciéon Estudio
Fecha 15-10-2014

Autor externo Yves Bertoncini, Uwe Puetter, Olivier Costa, Wolfgang Wessel, Monica Claes, Steve Peers, Carlos Closa Montero,
Luciano Bardi, Enrico Calossi, Marta Ballesteros and David Coen

Ambito politico Democracia en la UE, Derecho institucional y parlamentario | Derecho de la UE: sistema juridico y actos legislativos

Palabra clave competencia institucional (UE) | Constitucion | construccion europea | control parlamentario | DERECHO | Derecho de
la Unién Europea | Derecho internacional | fuentes y ramas del Derecho | gobernanza | grupo de interés | grupo
politico (PE) | iniciativa legislativa | instituciones de la Unién Europea y funcion publica europea | Parlamento | partido
europeo | partido politico | poder ejecutivo y administracion publica | principio de subsidiariedad | profundizacion de la
Union Europea | relacion interinstitucional (UE) | soberania nacional | trabajos parlamentarios | transparencia del
proceso decisorio | UNION EUROPEA | VIDA POLITICA | vida politica y seguridad publica

Resumen This document is a compendium of the following notes:
- Assessing the EU inter-institutional dynamics after the EP elections ;
- Constitutional evolution of the EU ;
- European democracy ;
- Transparency Register.
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Commitments Made at the Hearing of Phil Hogan - Commissioner-Designate
Tipo de publicacién Briefing
Fecha 15-10-2014
Autor RAGONNAUD Guillaume
Ambito politico Agricultura y desarrollo rural

Palabra clave AGRICULTURA, SILVICULTURA'Y PESCA | ayuda a la agricultura | comisario europeo | declaracién publica |
desarrollo rural | documentacién | ECONOMIA | EDUCACION Y COMUNICACION | ENERGIA | finanzas de la Unién
Europea | gestion del agua | instituciones de la Union Europea y funcién publica europea | marco financiero plurianual
| MEDIO AMBIENTE | nombramiento (de miembros) | politica agraria | politica agricola comtn | politica del medio
ambiente | politica energética | reduccion de las emisiones de gas | region y politica regional | relacion
interinstitucional (UE) | rendimiento energético | transparencia del proceso decisorio | UNION EUROPEA

Resumen In his answers to the questionnaire and during the hearing on 2 October 2014 before the Committee on Agriculture and
Rural Development, commissioner-designate Phil Hogan made a number of commitments. Commitments relevant to
the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development are highlighted in this document.
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Implementation of the 2013 Country Specific Recommendations
Tipo de publicacién De un vistazo
Fecha 06-10-2014
Autor HRADISKY Martin
Ambito politico Asuntos econémicos y monetarios | Semestre Europeo

Palabra clave ajuste estructural | ASUNTOS FINANCIEROS | crecimiento econémico | ECONOMIA | Estado miembro UE |
GEOGRAFIA | geografia econémica | hacienda publica y politica presupuestaria | instituciones de la Unidn Europea y
funcion publica europea | politica de desarrollo | politica econdmica | politica presupuestaria | relaciones monetarias |
relacion interinstitucional (UE) | situacion econdmica | UNION EUROPEA | zona euro

Resumen The paper gives an overviws of how Member States have implemented the Country Specific Recommendations
received in 2013.
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Frans Timmermans - First Vice-President - Better Regulation, Inter-Institutional Relations, the Rule of Law

and Charter of Fundamental Rights - Hearings of European Commissioners-designate
Tipo de publicacién Briefing
Fecha 24-09-2014
Autor FERRARO Francesca
Ambito politico Democracia en la UE, Derecho institucional y parlamentario

Palabra clave Carta de los Derechos Fundamentales de la Union Europea | comisario europeo | construccion europea | Convencién
Europea de Derechos Humanos | Estado de Derecho | Europa | GEOGRAFIA | geografia econdmica | geografia
politica | instituciones de la Unién Europea y funcién publica europea | Junta de Portavoces | marco politico |
nombramiento (de miembros) | Parlamento | Parlamento Europeo | Paises Bajos | politica internacional |
RELACIONES INTERNACIONALES | relacion interinstitucional (UE) | sesion publica | trabajos parlamentarios |
UNION EUROPEA | vicepresidente de la institucion | VIDA POLITICA

Resumen The First Vice-President-designate for Better Regulation, Inter-Institutional Relations, the Rule of Law and Charter of
Fundamental Rights is Frans Timmermans (the Netherlands). His hearing will take place before the Open Conference
of Presidents on Tuesday 7 October 2014 (14:30-17:30).
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Appointment of the Commission: Parliament's role before 1995

Tipo de publicaciéon

Fecha
Autor

Ambito politico

Palabra clave

Resumen

Briefing

Briefing

18-09-2014

DEVANTIER Alexandra

Democracia | Democracia en la UE, Derecho institucional y parlamentario

Comisién Europea | competencias del PE | construccién europea | historia de Europa | instituciones de la Union
Europea y funcion publica europea | nombramiento (de miembros) | Parlamento Europeo | reglamento interno |
relacion interinstitucional (UE) | trabajos parlamentarios | UNION EUROPEA | VIDA POLITICA | vida politica y
seguridad publica | votacion parlamentaria

In September 2014, the Commissioners-designate for the Juncker Commission will be required to appear before the
European Parliament’s committees as part of the procedure for the approval of the European Commission. This will be
the fifth set of hearings to be held since 1995. But what about the Commissions prior to 19957 Did Parliament already
have a role to play in the new Commission’s appointment in those days?

With this briefing we provide a short account of the procedure used before 1995 and the long road which Parliament
had to take to have its say in the appointment of the Commission. It has always been the tradition for each President of
the Commission, when taking office, to deliver a general policy statement before Parliament. Until 1981, when
Parliament approved the appointment of the Thorn Commission with its resolution of 12 February, the newly nominated
President of the Commission gave a speech to Parliament in plenary. However, no vote of approval or of confidence
was taken until 15 January 1985, when the first vote of confidence was passed in the first Delors Commission.

Formal hearings of commissioners-designate were introduced as a result of the Maastricht Treaty. The first
Commission to be subject to this new procedure was the Santer Commission in 1995.
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Parliamentary hearings of the Commissioners-designate: A decisive step in the investiture process

Tipo de publicacién

Fecha
Autor

Ambito politico

Palabra clave

Resumen

Briefing

Briefing

15-09-2014

POPTCHEVA Eva-Maria Alexandrova

Democracia en la UE, Derecho institucional y parlamentario

comisario europeo | Comisiéon PE | competencias del PE | control parlamentario | cualificacién profesional |
instituciones de la Unién Europea y funcién publica europea | mercado laboral | nombramiento (de miembros) |
Parlamento | reglamento interno | relacion interinstitucional (UE) | sesion publica | TRABAJO Y EMPLEO | trabajos
parlamentarios | transparencia del proceso decisorio | UNION EUROPEA | VIDA POLITICA | vida politica y seguridad
publica

The hearings of the Commissioners-designate before the European Parliament's committees are a necessary
ingredient in informing Parliament's decision to give its consent to, or reject, the proposed College. Each
Commissioner-designate appears before a single hearing, involving one or a few parliamentary committees, after
responding to a questionnaire. Due to some national governments' delay in nominating candidates, this time around
Commissioners-designate will have only 10 days to prepare for the hearings.
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Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) Negotiations: State of Play

Tipo de publicacién

Fecha
Autor

Ambito politico

19-04-2024

Palabra clave

Resumen

Briefing

Briefing
28-08-2014
BIERBRAUER Elfriede

Asuntos exteriores | Comercio internacional | Derecho contractual, Derecho mercantil y Derecho de sociedades |
Derecho de la propiedad intelectual | Derecho internacional privado y cooperacion judicial en materia civil | Derecho
internacional publico | Empleo | Energia | Industria | Mercado interior y unién aduanera | Proteccién de los
consumidores

acceso al mercado | América | ASUNTOS FINANCIEROS | comercializacion | comercio internacional | construccion
europea | consumo | denominacion de origen | EDUCACION Y COMUNICACION | Estados Unidos | financiacion e
inversién | garantia de inversiones | GEOGRAFIA | geografia econémica | geografia politica | informatica y tratamiento
de datos | instituciones de la Unién Europea y funcidn publica europea | INTERCAMBIOS ECONOMICOS Y
COMERCIALES | investigacion y propiedad intelectual | liberacion de los intercambios | materia prima | negociacion
de acuerdo (UE) | obstaculo no arancelario | pirateria informatica | politica arancelaria | politica comercial |
PRODUCCION, TECNOLOGIA E INVESTIGACION | propiedad intelectual | proteccion del consumidor | relacién
interinstitucional (UE) | supresion de los derechos de aduana | UNION EUROPEA

The negotiations on a comprehensive Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) started in June 2013,
with enormous political support on both sides of the Atlantic.

One year on, after six rounds of negotiations, initial enthusiasm in view of an agreement which would create a
transatlantic market free of tariffs and other non-tariff barriers with the aim of boosting growth and creating additional
jobs, both in the EU and the US, has given way to defence of own markets.

Be it increased access to markets for goods, services and public procurement, closer regulatory cooperation, an
investment chapter that includes sound investment protection provisions and an Investor-State Dispute Settlement
clause, intellectual property rights, a chapter on energy and raw materials, etc., all the issues involved appear to be
contentious in some way for the transatlantic negotiators.

The European Parliament, which will have to give its consent to the TTIP (as will the US Congress), has been following
the negotiations closely.
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Implementation of Cohesion Policy in the 2014-2020 Programming Period - July 2014

Tipo de publicaciéon
Fecha

Autor

Ambito politico
Palabra clave

Resumen

Briefing

Review Clauses in

Briefing

15-07-2014

HAASE Diana

Desarrollo regional

cohesién econémica y social | construccion europea | ECONOMIA | finanzas de la Unién Europea | fondo (UE) |
instituciones de la Unién Europea y funcién publica europea | politica regional de la UE | region y politica regional |
relacion interinstitucional (UE) | UNION EUROPEA

The implementation timetable for cohesion policy is defined largely by its legislative framework, which explicitly
provides for European Parliament involvement in a number of cases. In order to be able to plan parliamentary work
and exercise systematic scrutiny of policy implementation and of the Commission’s work, it is essential to have an
overview of the expected timing of different steps in policy implementation in the coming years. This briefing includes a
detailed (but nonexhaustive) timetable of policy actions connected with the implementation of the European Structural

and Investment Funds in 2014 and 2015, together with an overview of major actions for the remainder of the
programming period, from 2016.
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EU Legislation: A Rolling Check-List

Tipo de publicacién
Fecha

Autor

Ambito politico
Palabra clave

Resumen

Estudio

Estudio

15-07-2014

KRANJCEVIC Ina

Evaluacion de la legislacion y las politicas en la practica | Transposicion y aplicacion de la legislacion
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This Check-List presents a comprehensive overview of 'review clauses' namely review, evaluation and reporting
provisions contained in recent EU legislation. It is produced by the Ex-Post Impact Assessment Unit of the European
Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS), the EP's in-house research service and think tank, as part of its on-going
support for parliamentary committees and individual Members in scrutinising the executive in its implementation of EU
law, policies and programmes.

The European Parliament is strongly committed to the concept of Better Law-Making, and particularly to the effective
use of ex-ante impact assessment and ex-post evaluation throughout the whole legislative cycle. It is in this spirit that
the Parliament has a particular interest in following the transposition, implementation and enforcement of EU law, and
more generally, monitoring the impact, operation, effectiveness and delivery of policy and programmes in practice.
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The President of the European Commission (EC) has taken on an ever more prominent leading role within the College
of Commissioners, with the increasingly presidential system eclipsing the principle of collegiate decision-making. With
the European Council and European Parliament now together responsible for the appointment, the Presidency has not
only become a much more politicised office, but the President has also gained greater influence vis-a-vis the other
members of the Commission.
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In the few years that have passed since the Treaty of Lisbon amplified the European Parliament’s authority, the
institution has reshaped the EU’s trade policy — a domain that has become the exclusive competence of the EU.
Parliament has not, as some feared it would, compromised the Union’s technical approach. Rather, it has given the
EU’s Common Commercial Policy (CCP) democratic legitimacy and emphasised human rights and environmental
concerns. While the Treaty of Lisbon made this change possible, it did not make it inevitable; Parliament has exercised
creativity in interpreting its co-legislative powers and modelling a significant role for itself. As the fifth anniversary in
December 2014 of the entry of the Treaty of Lisbon approaches, Parliament is further consolidating its powers of
oversight and decision. The moment is ripe to survey the lessons of the past four-and-a-half years and to buttress the
institution for the challenges to come.
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The European Council's role - to 'provide the Union with the necessary impetus for its development' and to define its
'general political directions and priorities' - has developed rapidly over the past five years.

Since June 2014, the European Council Oversight Unit within the European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS),
the EP's in-house research service and think tank, has been monitoring and analysing the delivery of the European
Council on the various commitments made in the conclusions of its meetings.

This overview, presented in the form of a Rolling Check-List of Commitments to Date, is designed to review the degree
of progress in realising the goals which the European Council set itself and to assist the Parliament in exercising its
important oversight role in this area over the months and years ahead.
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In December 2012, the European Commission's Regulatory Fitness and Performance Programme (REFIT) committed
the institution to attempt to establish a simple, clear, stable and predictable regulatory framework for business, workers
and citizens, as well as to ensure EU legislation brings benefits at the lowest cost and with the least bureaucracy.

This short note, produced by the Ex-Post Impact Assessment Unit, analyses progress made in the implementation of
the different measures covered by REFIT, following the Commission's Communication of 18 June 2014 on its state of
play and outlook.
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Longer and heavier vehicles (LHVs) also known as mega trucks, gigaliners, eurocombis, and ecoliners, are currently
used in some EU Member States for transportation of freight by road. The EU has recently been discussing the
question of whether to change the rules on their use for cross-border freight traffic around the EU. The pros and cons
are explained in our briefing.

EN

Frontex and surveillance of the EU's external sea borders

Tipo de publicaciéon
Fecha

Autor

Ambito politico
Palabra clave

Resumen

De un vistazo

De un vistazo

10-04-2014

FERRARO Francesca

Espacio de libertad, seguridad y justicia

ASUNTOS SOCIALES | DERECHO | Derecho internacional | derechos fundamentales | derechos y libertades |
estructura institucional | frontera exterior de la UE | Frontex | instituciones de la Unién Europea y funcion publica
europea | migracion ilegal | movimientos migratorios | politica de transportes | proteccion civil | relacion
interinstitucional (UE) | seguridad maritima | TRANSPORTES | UNION EUROPEA | VIDA POLITICA | vida politica y
seguridad publica | vigilancia maritima

In recent years, EU Member States have been confronted with increasing numbers of irregular migrants travelling on
overloaded and/or unseaworthy boats across the Mediterranean Sea. In order to limit the growing numbers of fatalities,
with hundreds of lives being lost, the EU and its Member States have sought to improve surveillance at the EU's
external sea borders and strengthen coordination in search and rescue.
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The European Commission is ultimately responsible for the execution of the European Union's budget. However, this
involves a range of actors, including Member States, to which the Commission delegates implementing tasks related to
a significant share of the budget.

Each year, the discharge procedure ensures ex-post democratic oversight at political level of how the EU's annual
budget has been used. It aims to verify whether implementation was in accordance with relevant rules (compliance),
including the principles of sound financial management (performance).
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Through its Hercule programme, the EU supports projects to improve prevention, detection and investigation of
offences against its financial interests. Examples include specialised training, studies and purchase of technical tools.
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The five briefing papers included in this compilation assess and comments on the ECB's new responsibilities as a
supervisory authority. The papers examine the overall position of the ECB and the various roles of the ECB in the new
institutional framework as well as its relationship with other bodies in terms of institutional design. In the context, the
papers assess synergies, overlaps as well as the risks of possible conflicts of interest between ECB's different roles
and among institutions, including the positive and negative externalities that the new tasks may generate in relation to
ECB's key mandate for price stability.
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Setting the maximum allocation of resources for each major category ("heading") of EU spending, the MFF gives a
budgetary overview of priorities. The political agreement on the next MFF includes provisions to increase the flexibility
of the system and to prepare reforms of the own resources system. A review of the MFF by the end of 2016 is also
provided for.
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The European Commission has a near monopoly on legislative initiative in the European Union (EU), with special
initiative rights for other institutions applying only in certain specific cases. However, the European Parliament (EP)
has the right to invite the Commission to present legislative proposals. Many see the EP's increasing participation in
overall political planning, particularly through negotiations on the Commission's Annual Work Programme, as a further
channel for Parliament's influence on EU legislation.
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La evaluacién intermedia del programa de Estocolmo demuestra que su ejecucion se ha visto afectada por numerosos
desequilibrios, a pesar de algunos logros concretos. Persisten dudas preocupantes en cuanto a la capacidad de la
Unién de garantizar el Estado de Derecho y hacer frente a las crisis. El balance de Estocolmo pretende destacar los
retos a los que se enfrenta el futuro programa en materia de libertad, seguridad y justicia: el desafio politico
(garantizar de forma eficaz la proteccion de los derechos fundamentales, especialmente en materia de datos
personales, y aplicar el principio constitucional de solidaridad); el desafio constitucional (fomentar la aceptacion del
Parlamento Europeo como participante de pleno derecho en la programacion del espacio de libertad, seguridad y
justicia); y el desafio técnico (fomentar la aparicion de una cultura de evaluacion a posteriori de los resultados en
materia de justicia y asuntos de interior). En conjunto estos elementos justifican completamente la aprobacién de un
nuevo programa que ocupara su lugar en la linea de Tampere, La Haya y Estocolmo.
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Este estudio analiza la actuacién del Parlamento Europeo a la hora de formular leyes y politicas con respecto al
espacio de libertad, seguridad y justicia (ELSJ) de la Unién desde la entrada en vigor del Tratado de Lisboa hasta el
final de la primera mitad de 2013. El estudio situa al Parlamento Europeo en el nuevo escenario institucional posterior
a Lisboa, documenta su transicion a «responsable politico en materia de libertad, seguridad y justicia» y sus nuevas
competencias para elaborar y formular politicas que abarcan la agenda de seguridad interior y exterior de la UE. Si
bien el estudio considera que el Parlamento se ha convertido en un copropietario activo del ELSJ de la UE tras el
Tratado de Lisboa y ha demostrado haberse adaptado de forma dinamica a su nueva funcién y a sus nuevos poderes,
los autores han identificado una serie de acontecimientos y problemas como resultado del ejercicio de la
responsabilidad democratica del Parlamento en el ELSJ desde 2009. Estos acontecimientos y problemas requieren
una reflexion critica antes de que comience el nuevo mandato parlamentario 2014-2019 y de la fase posterior a 2014
(posterior al Programa de Estocolmo) del ELSJ de la UE.
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The 50-year old Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is heading for a new reform to tackle current challenges such as
climate change, food security and sustainable management of natural resources. Over the years, it has moved away
from supporting market prices to supporting producers’ income and rural development, while imposing rules for the
protection of the environment. Criticism has, however, remained, notably on the CAP's perceived inequity, its lack of
transparency, and its impact on poor food-exporting countries, to mention just a few.
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This is the second working paper written by Policy Department B on the CAP inside the Multiannual Financial
Framework for the 2014—2020 period. The purpose of this document is to provide a comparison between the European
Council Conclusions of 7-8 February 2013 and the positions of the EP at the current stage of the financial and sector
specific CAP negotiations. The aim is to provide qualitative and quantitative information to COMAGRI Members
relating to the financial concerns of the CAP in order to support the ongoing trilogue negotiations.
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Evaluating policy and legislative measures helps to improve the accountability and efficiency of the public sector. At
European Union level evaluations are located largely in the European Commission. Despite their increasing number

and improved quality, evaluations are said to be scarcely used by MEPs, stakeholders and citizens due to lack of trust
in their objectivity as well as their technical presentation.
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The organisation and functioning of the European External Action Service (EEAS) has met both challenges and
opportunities for improvement. These issues are explored from an internal and external perspective, covering both the
EEAS at Headquarters in Brussels and the bilateral and multilateral Union Delegations.

The new institutional system has created opportunities and working mechanisms that aim to foster coherence,
effectiveness and continuity in EU external action. There are examples that show positive developments, but also
challenges. The EEAS should utilise its ‘coherence mandate’ towards becoming the prime diplomatic entrepreneur in
EU external action by fostering reciprocal information sharing, cooperation and coordination between national and EU
levels, shaping and proposing novel policy ideas, and promoting coherent external action across all policy domains.
Three key steps are needed to attain this objective: (i) a ‘new deal’ between the Commission and the EEAS; (ii)
stronger support from the Member States to the EEAS; and (iii) abandoning budget neutrality in favour of a more
realistic focus on budgetary efficiency.
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Resumen An Association Agreement (AA) is one of the most common legal instruments seen in the EU's external relations. AAs
are used in a number of different contexts, for example in preparation for EU accession, or to develop long-term
neighbourly relations, as well as in other cases. Such agreements aim at the establishment of ""special™ trade and
political relations between the partner country and the EU.

Given the variety of cases in which they are used, AAs are highly flexible instruments, generally drawn up through a
bilateral negotiation process. Despite the variety, AAs do have some common features, being commonly based on
three pillars — political dialogue, trade and cooperation. AAs are also recognisable thanks to their specific institutional
arrangements, in which joint structures bring together EU and partner-state representatives. These structures are in
particular involved in the process of monitoring the AA's operation.
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Resumen Citizens' right to access documents of the EU institutions has been enshrined in EU Treaties and the Char-ter of
Fundamental Rights. In 2008, the Commission proposed to change Regu-lation 1049/2001 which sets out the rules for
access to such documents. The Council objects strongly to many of Parliament's proposed amend--ments to the
Commission proposal. This has led to an ""institu-tio-nal impasse™", which continues with little sign of any
breakthrough.

Many MEPs feel that the proposal is a step back-wards. For example, the current broad de-fi-ni-tion of "a document™
would be changed in or-der to exclude preparatory and other draft do-cu-ments, while the excep-tions allowing the
insti-tu-tions to refuse access would be re-considered. Balan-cing personal data protection, the distinc-tion between
access to documents and to infor-ma-tion, or between legislative documents and ad-ministrative documents, and the
treat-ment of clas-sified documents are other points of con-tention.

Both Parliament and NGOs argue for user-frien-dly access to all docu-ments related to the legislative process of each
act, its ""legis-lative footprint™". Besides updating the Regu-lation, Par-lia-ment also wants to tackle the mal-functions of
daily admi-ni-strative practice, as well as non-com-pliance with case law, in institutions' handling of access requests.
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Resumen The rotational system of Council presidencies has been in existence for over 50 years. Although the Treaty of Lisbon
does not replace it, the Treaty’s modifications have reduced both the role and influence of the Member State holding
the six-month title. The conclusion of the Hungarian presidency in June 2011 marked the end of the first ""trio™ of
Member State presidencies. Whilst there are few definitive conclusions, these 18 months have seen the growing
influence of the new semi-permanent European Council President, through adopting a “top-down” approach to policy-
making, in contrast to the traditional, Council-led, "bottom-up” approach.

The coordination role of the General Affairs Council, both between Council configurations and with the European
Council, remains a critical aspect of the rotating presidency’s tasks. However, with its status reduced post-Lisbon,
questions have been asked about its effectiveness.

The rotating presidency’s role in external relations is also greatly reduced with the appointment of a High
Representative of Foreign Affairs to chair the Foreign Affairs Council. However, the Belgian and Hungarian
presidencies, in Cancun and Libya respectively, have shown that the presidency can still play an important role.
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The statement has become a conventional instrument when adopting European legislative acts. While such statements
could be justified in the case of decisions requiring unanimity, the codecision procedure means that this is no longer
the case, as it is enough for Parliament and the Council to agree on the legal text for the act to be adopted. This has
not, however, ended the practice. This study examines these statements. It looks first at the reasons for the
continuation of this practice (I) and the system for entering statements in minutes (1) and then draws up a typology of
statements and analyses their legal and political effects.
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The report is divided into five chapters: cultural affairs, youth, education, media and sport. Each chapter follows the
same matrix, including document number, rapporteur, title of enactment, after which short summaries of the
document’s first and/or second or third reading are given. The report contains a table of all documents referred to in
the thematic chapters.
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Part One of the study is a history of the Euratom Treaty, which covers the period from the early 1950s to the late
1960s. Part Two of the study considers and analyses the most important provisions of the Euratom Treaty, chapter by

chapter, and then Part Three offers some thoughts on possible strategies which the Parliament might use so as to
reduce the ‘democratic deficit’ which is generally thought to characterise the Euratom Treaty.
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Resumen Assessment of the experiences of the European Parliament during the application of the cooperation procedure based
on the analysis of interinstitutional cooperation in several areas such as t he environment, economic and monetary
policy and energy policy.
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