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Kokkuvdte On 15 June and 7 July 2023, the German Federal Parliament approved the 2018 reform of the EU rules on elections to
the European Parliament, and that approval is now awaiting promulgation before it takes effect. Enacting the reform
requires the approval of all EU Member States. All but two — Cyprus and Spain — have given their approval. Cyprus is
preparing to finalise its approval procedure, but Spain has not yet launched its. Once all Member States have given
their approval and the EU reform law becomes binding, those with constituencies of more than 35 seats must set
therein a threshold of 2-5 % — but only as of the second set of European elections after the law has entered into force.
The German Federal Parliament's lower house (Bundestag) rejected a proposal to set the threshold at 2 %, raising
questions about Germany's ultimate choice.
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Kokkuvdte This briefing paper provides an initial analysis of selected measures proposed by Germany, France, Italy and Poland in
their respective Recovery and Resilience Plans (RRPs), and focuses on the areas of competitiveness, business
environment/entrepreneurship, and (re)industrialisation. As the analysis has shown, targets and milestones set for the
majority of the analysed measures seem to be realistic and enhance the probability of completing the planned projects
on time; they are also tailored to the needs of specific EU MS.
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Kokkuvdte A quarter of all tax revenue in the EU is collected in Germany alone. Given the country's weight in the EU economy,
the German tax system plays a key role in facilitating cross-border trade and company growth in the EU, and in
strengthening the EU-wide fight against abusive tax practices. However, the publication of the 'cum ex files' in 2018
revealed that Germany had lost billions in tax revenue because of aggressive dividend arbitrage practices.
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Kokkuvdte This paper discusses the Institutional Protection Schemes of the German Savings Banks Finance Group and the
National Association of Cooperative Banks. Both schemes have been recognised as Deposit Guarantee Schemes.
Although both schemes never had to pay out to depositors, supervisors have expressed worries about several
weaknesses of the IPS of the Savings Banks Finance Group, such as unclear responsibilities of the ‘owners’ and the
IPS, complex decision-making processes, risk of insufficient pro-active interventions, and no separation between the
IPS and the DGS fund. The paper also discusses how both schemes relate to a European Deposit Guarantee
Scheme.
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EPRS invites leading experts and commentators to share their thinking and insights on important features of the
European Union as a political and economic system. In this paper, Gijs Jan Brandsma, Associate Professor at
Radboud University, Nijmegen, and Christilla Roederer-Rynning, Professor at the University of Southern Denmark,
reflect on the means for finding agreement between the two chambers in bicameral legislatures, taking as case studies
Germany and the United States as well as the European Union, exploring how they operate and looking at pressures
for reform.
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When the Nazis grabbed power in Germany, they had clear ideas about what art is. The persecution of Jews allowed
them to seize Jewish property, forbid Jews from running art galleries, push them out of their countries to exile, and
send them to camps and death. All this enabled some prominent Nazis to start their own art collections. However, most
of the looted valuable classical artworks were destined for existing or planned museums. Nazis and their collaborators
looted art collections and moved them from annexed or occupied countries most often to Germany and Austria. This
helped trade in looted art flourish not only in Paris but also in the United States. Due to cataloguing needs, storage
requirements and Allied Forces' bombings, looted cultural property was displaced many times and finally moved to
cellars and salt caves in southern Germany and Austria. Similar developments took place at the Eastern Front, leading
to double looting. The Soviet army seized art looted by the Nazis in the territories it conquered and occupied, claiming
them as war trophies, and further displaced artworks across the parts of eastern Europe it held. The division of
Germany among the four occupying forces and the establishment of the Iron Curtain further complicated the task of
locating looted art, as catalogues were scattered across the continent. Due to the huge efforts of the liberating armies,
works of art found in Western-occupied zones were returned to the countries from which they had been seized. In their
turn, the governments were expected to hand these items over to their rightful owners. However, this did not always
happen; owners and their heirs, or the artworks they were searching for, were not always located. More than 50 years
after WWII, to address the fact that the owners of many artworks had still not been identified, the international
community adopted the Washington Principles, the Vilnius Forum Declaration and the Terezin Declaration, as a signal
that progress towards resolving this difficult task requires museum searches and international cooperation. The aim is
to help the few Holocaust survivors still alive, or their heirs, retrieve their artworks. Restitution of cultural property
looted by Nazis and their collaborators is not only an act of justice. It is also a gesture of recognition of the Jewish
contribution to flourishing cultural and artistic life in Europe.
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Germany is set to receive €25.6 billion in non-repayable support from the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF), the
unprecedented EU response to the crisis triggered by the coronavirus pandemic. This amount corresponds to 3.7 % of
the entire RRF and to 0.7 % of Germany's 2019 gross domestic product (GDP). The National Recovery and Resilience
Plan (NRRP) for Germany amounts to €27.9 billion (0.81 % of 2019 GDP) and does not include requests for loans.
Excluding value-added tax, this corresponds to a net amount of at least €26.5 billion, slightly above the maximum
financial contribution of €25.6 billion (0.74 % of 2019 GDP) that Germany can expect. For most of the measures,
additional funding will also come from national sources. There is a strong focus on the green transition. Measures
relating to climate protection —including key actions on mobility and housing — reach at least 42 % of the allocation. The
German RRP shows an even stronger digital ambition, reaching at least 52 % of the allocation and ranging from
industry, to education, social policy and healthcare, to public administration. Following Council approval of the plan, the
European Commission, on 26 August 2021, disbursed €2.25 billion to Germany in pre-financing, equivalent to 9 % of
the country's financial allocation under the RRF. (Germany did not ask for a higher share of pre-financing because the
€2.25 billion was already reflected in budgetary acts adopted earlier). The remaining 91 % will be paid in five
instalments once Germany has satisfactorily fulfilled the milestones and targets identified in relation to RRF
implementation. An amount of €16.3 billion will be available to be legally committed by 31 December 2022. The
European Parliament strongly advocated the establishment of a common EU recovery instrument. Parliament
participates in interinstitutional cooperation and discussions on its implementation and scrutinises the European
Commission's work.
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This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the JURI Committee, provides an overview of women on board policies in the EU Member
States. analyses, in more detail, policies and practices as well as their impact on women’s board presentation in Spain,
France, Italy, the Netherlands and Germany. The study concludes by recommending a timely adoption of the adoption
of the proposed Directive COM(2012) 614 final of the European Parliament and of the Council on improving the gender
balance among non-executive directors of companies listed on stock exchanges and related measures.
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This EPRS study compares and contrasts features of the work of the European Parliament with those of five national
parliaments. It concentrates on some of the aspects discussed in the EP President’'s Focus Group exercise, which has,
throughout 2021, considered ways to modernise and improve the Parliament’s way of working on several fronts:
notably the organisation of plenary sessions; the exercise and protection of parliaments’ prerogatives; parliamentary
diplomacy; and the communication capacity of parliaments. The present study seeks to address these areas, with the
aim of identifying where best practice exists and where there might still be room for improvement.
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In most Member States, visitor’ groups are not sponsored to visit the national parliament. A visit to the national
parliament is free of charge, and all the costs related to the visit, for example travel costs, accommodation and local
minor expenses, need to be paid by the visitors themselves.

Germany is the only country which has various kinds of programmes where visitors can be reimbursed. Members of
Parliament can invite up to 200 people a year of which the travel costs are partially covered by the German Bundestag.
There is also a programme which consists of more days for which all the costs related to travel and accommodation
are covered by the German government. The German Bundesrat has a programme in which the 16 federal states can
invite people for a visit of multiple days to Berlin. In this case the travel costs and accommodation are paid for by the
Bundesrat. For all reimbursements, the rules apply that the receipts and underlying documents need to be provided to
the Bundestag and Bundesrat after the visit. All documents and receipts are checked through an ex-post control.

The United Kingdom has a programme in which costs are reimbursed, and this programme is funded by the
commercial tours of the parliament. In this case, it can be MPs, Peers or the House of Commons or Lords who can
invite visitors who are eligible for reimbursement.

In Hungary, only schools can get reimbursement for their travel costs and the entry fee for the national parliament. All
the receipts need to be provided to the visitor service of the parliament.

Some countries do have other schemes in which they provide coverage for schools or costs are covered by the MPs’
own funds.

The Council of the EU does not sponsor visitor groups. All visits are requested by visitors themselves and they need to
cover all the costs related to the visit themselves. The questions were also sent to the European Commission but no
answer was received.
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The EU's binding climate and energy legislation for 2030 requires Member States to adopt national energy and climate
plans (NECPs) covering the period 2021 to 2030. Germany submitted its NECP in June 2020. In October 2020, the
European Commission published an assessment for each NECP. A high proportion of Germans (63 %) expect national
governments to tackle climate change. Germany accounts for 24 % of net EU-27 emissions of greenhouse gases
(GHG). Since 2005, emissions have steadily decreased, following the average trend in the Union. The carbon intensity
of the German economy is falling, also mirroring the EU pattern. Energy industries are the largest source of emissions,
responsible for 29 % of total emissions. Under EU effort-sharing legislation, by 2020 Germany was required to reduce
its emissions by 14 % compared with 2005. However, the country exceeded its allocated emissions from 2016 to 2019.
Germany's current 2030 target under the Effort-sharing Regulation (ESR) is to reduce emissions by 38 % from 2005
levels. According to the Commission's assessment of Germany's NECP, with the new proposed measures the
reduction will fall short of the target by 3 percentage points. In 2019, renewable energy sources accounted for 17.4 %
of gross final consumption, just 0.6 percentage points short of the target set for 2020. Following a court ruling on 24
March 2021, which found that the Climate Change Act was not aligned with fundamental rights, the German
government announced its intention to strengthen its commitment, aiming to achieve net-zero emissions by 2045.
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Kokkuvdte This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the AFCO Committee, looks into the main obstacles to unifying and modernising European
elections in different Member States. It gives an overview of the implementation of Council Decision 2018/994 and
highlights, in particular, the importance of the standardisation and harmonisation of electoral ballots as a means to
properly inform voters and strengthen the European party system. As a more general remark, the study concludes that
the European and national political parties should further strengthen their relationship, a vital element of the European
political system that can increase the transnational nature of European elections.
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Kokkuvdte The study analyses the repercussions of the judgment of the German Federal Constitutional Court of 5 May 2020. It
puts the decision into context, makes a normative assessment, analyses possible consequences and makes some
policy recommendations.
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Kokkuvdte This paper updates and summarises earlier briefings on the Wirecard case, ahead of a public hearing on 23 March
organised by the JURI and ECON Committees of the European Parliament. It also describes the most recent
developments on the basis of information available in the public domain.
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Bauhaus, arguably the most influential art and design movement in history, celebrated its centenary in 2019. While
many of the avant-garde genres that helped shape modern art focused on painting, the Bauhaus movement
encompassed a wide array of media, materials, and disciplines, ranging from the fine arts to architecture and design.
Bauhaus is renowned for its smart use of resources, simplicity, effectiveness and polished, smooth lines. Its principles
still influence the design of contemporary architecture and everyday objects, embodied in the belief that 'Less is more'.
In an era when women had no access to public education in many fields, Bauhaus director Walter Gropius proclaimed
that the institution would be open to 'any person of good repute, regardless of age or sex'. However, although the
movement was largely populated by women, the names recorded in history are mainly those of men, while female
Bauhaus creators are mostly remembered as their wives or assistants. Indeed, these pioneering creators were
tolerated, rather than welcomed. By many accounts, the early years of the Bauhaus restricted women to areas deemed
proper for their gender, such as textiles and weaving, while discouraging them from indulging in architecture, sculpture
or painting. Similarly, no matter how talented, women had very little opportunity to teach at the school and did not
receive apprenticeship certificates, which prevented them from acquiring master's diplomas and ultimately placed limits
on their careers. In spite of these difficulties, women Bauhauslers arguably turned such constraints into an advantage.
Under the direction of Gunta Stdlzl, the Bauhaus weaving department became one of the school's most successful
fields, with fabrics from the weaving workshop being very successful commercially. Architect Lilly Reich, metal
designer Marianne Brandt, wood sculptor Alma Siedhoff Buscher and photographer Lucia Moholy are just some of
thc:js&la iconic Bauhaus figures. In recent years, an increasing number of museums pays tribute to their pioneering work
and legacy.
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This document presents the summaries of three external papers commissioned by EGOV upon request of the
Economic and Monetary Committee (ECON). ECON has requested external experts to provide expertise on the wider
supervisory implications of the Wirecard case. The summaries were drafted by EGOV in own responsibility.
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The paper discusses the policy implications of the Wirecard scandal. The study finds that all lines of defense against
corporate fraud, including internal control systems, external audits, the oversight bodies for financial reporting and
auditing and the market supervisor, contributed to the scandal and are in need of reform. To ensure market integrity
and investor protection in the future, the authors make eight suggestions for the market and institutional oversight
architecture in Germany and in Europe.
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Kokkuvdte The study provides an overview of general impacts of the development of offshore wind farms and other marine
renewables on the European fishing sector. It further highlights pathways for possible co-existence solutions of both
sectors, a description of best practice examples and lessons learnt, the identification of research gaps and last but not
least the presentation of policy recommendations.
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Kokkuvdte While multiple causes underpin accounting scandals such as Wirecard, they often point at deficiencies in the audit
profession and its oversight. Currently, the system of national public audit oversight boards (POBSAs) is fragmented
and overly complex, characterized by limited responsiveness to red flags, and apparent lack of communication among
the POBSAs, and with other supervisors. This suggests supervisory coordination and clear action triggers are
imperative. Importantly, pervasively low transparency limits the usefulness of this briefing and hinders evidence-based
policy making.
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Kokkuvdte Beginning with a discussion of the Wirecard case, this study highlights several lessons for the regulation and
supervision of Fintech companies. Innovation in the financial industry brings both efficiency gains and new risks. To
balance these two elements, regulators need a deep understanding of Fintech’s technologies and business models.
Because Fintechs can be very complex companies, there is a need for an approach combining the oversight of both
entities and activities. The global scope of Fintech’s activities also calls for convergence and coordination of rules and
supervisory practices at the European level and beyond.
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EU-Russia relations hit a new low in August 2020, after Alexey Navalny, one of Russia's leading opposition activists,
was poisoned by a banned nerve agent. Although the perpetrators have not yet been identified, the attack has to be

seen in the context of repression and growing discontent against Putin. In response to this clear breach of international
law and human rights, the EU is considering additional sanctions against Moscow.
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This study assesses the implementation of the EU fisheries control system under the current Regulation (EC) No
1244/2009. It focuses on the infringement procedures, sanctions and the application of the point system for serious
infringements by Member States from 2014 to 2019. The research shows results based on interviews and survey
replies by 17 out of 22 coastal Member States. And it presents case studies for the following seven countries:
Denmark, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Lithuania and Spain.
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The note provides a summary of key findings from the study of the labour market and social situation in Germany
including major trends, policy responses and challenges for the future. The note covers aspects of the COVID-19
pandemic.
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Germany is a federal parliamentary republic, with federal power vested in the Bundestag (the German parliament) and
the Bundesrat (the representatives of Germany's regional states, Léander). The Bundestag is the only body at the
federal level directly elected by the people, and is currently composed of 709 members. The Bundestag is elected
every four years by German citizens aged 18 and over. The current Bundestag is led by the CDU (Christian
Democratic Union) with 33 % of representation, followed by the SPD (Social Democratic Party) with 24 % and then by
the AFD (Alternative for Germany) with 11 %. These are followed by: the Free Democratic Party (FDP), the Left (Die
Linke), Alliance 90/The Greens (Griine) and the Christian Social Union (CSU). Chancellor Angela Merkel, who has
been in office since 2005, heads the executive government. The executive is elected by the Bundestag and is
responsible to it. The German head of state is the federal President, currently Frank-Walter Steinmeier. The federal
President has a role in the political system, particularly in the establishment of a new government and its possible
dissolution. Germany has held the Council Presidency 12 times since becoming a founding member of the European
Economic Community in 1957. The country last held the Presidency in 2008. It will take the helm of the EU Council
Presidency on 1 July 2020, starting the trio Presidency composed of Germany, Portugal and Slovenia. The Trio has
adopted a Declaration outlining the main areas of focus for their Trio, including democracy, human rights and the rule
of law, as well as an economically strong EU based on growth and jobs and the social dimension. Likewise the three
Member States have pledged to work on the challenges of digitalisation, climate change and energy transition. It is to
be noted that the Trio is working on a revised declaration to reflect the changed situation in Europe due to the
coronavirus pandemic. The Strategic Agenda 2019-2024 endorsed by the Member States at the European Council
meeting of 20 June 2019 will remain, however, a guiding instrument. The Agenda covers the protection of citizens'
freedoms; developing a strong and vibrant economic base; building a climate-neutral, green, fair and social Europe;
and promoting European interests and values on the global stage.
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The Federal Republic of Germany has a parliamentary system consisting of the Bundestag and the Bundesrat,
established in 1949. The Bundestag is the main legislative body, which determines all laws at federal level. It does so
with the participation of a ‘second chamber’, the Bundesrat, which represents the 16 constituent states (Bundeslander).
Competencies are shared between the Federation and the Lander, with the Lander having the right to legislate insofar
as the Grundgesetz (Basic Law) does not confer legislative power on the Federation. Federal law takes precedence
over Lander law. Areas of exclusive federal legislation, such as foreign policy, defence and trade, are governed at
federal level. In areas of concurrent legislation, the Lander can adopt legislation as long as there is no existing federal
legislation. Over time, federal legislation has been expanding. Only in some areas, for example in education, culture,
police and administrative law, have the Lander retained their exclusive legislative powers. This briefing is part of an
EPRS series on national parliaments and EU affairs. It aims to provide an overview of the way the national parliaments
of EU Member States are structured and how they process, scrutinise and engage with EU legislation. It also provides
information on relevant publications of the national parliaments.
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The briefing provides a short overview (based on public information) to the insolvency of Wirecard AG, a group that
provided electronic payment processing and that includes a less-significant banking entity (which is not part of the
insolvency proceedings).

The case is not directly linked to the corona crisis, but it brings to the fore relevant issues related to supervision of
payment-related services and the role of auditors.
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This study of the labour market and social situation in Germany looks into major employment trends including atypical
employment, unemployment and underemployment. It presents policy responses and major challenges for the future,
such as digitisation and demographic change. Further, it explores policy action to fight poverty, trends in the German
social partnership model and in the skills development system. Finally, it describes the contribution of the European
Social Fund. The note covers aspects of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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This year marks the 30th anniversary of the fall of the Berlin Wall, set in motion by the events of 9 November 1989,
which led to Germany’s full reunification within less than a year. The accession of the German Democratic Republic
(GDR) to the Federal Republic of Germany (Federal Republic) completed the reunification process on 3 October 1990.
Moreover, with the accession of the former GDR to the Federal Republic, the GDR integrated into the European
Economic Community (EEC) of the time via a special procedure. As the GDR's status as a subject of international law
ended with its accession to the Federal Republic, a normal EEC Treaty accession procedure was not possible. The
European Parliament followed the chain of profound political developments triggered by the fall of the Berlin Wall
closely.
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In November 2017, the European Commission adopted a legislative proposal to fully apply key provisions of the 2009
Gas Directive to gas pipelines between the European Union (EU) and third countries. Member States would need to
cooperate with third countries to ensure full compliance with EU rules. The revised directive was seen by many
observers as a part of the broader EU response to the Gazprom-led Nord Stream 2 project, which the European
Commission publicly opposes. The Parliament adopted its position on the gas directive in plenary on April 2018,
whereas the Council adopted its general approach on 8 February 2019. This was swiftly followed by a single trilogue
meeting on 12 February 2019 at which the EU institutions reached a provisional agreement. The agreed text was later
formally adopted by Parliament and Council, and entered into force on 23 May 2019. Fourth edition. The ‘EU
Legislation in Progress’ briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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Air quality monitoring at fixed sites is a major instrument provided for in the Ambient Air Quality Directive to check
compliance with limit or target values, which have been set for the protection of human health. This study analyses the
criteria for the location of monitoring sites in five Member States to identify ambiguous provisions that might lead to
different assessments of air pollution exposure.

This document was provided by Policy Department A at the request of the Committee on the Environment, Public
Health and Food Safety of the European Parliament.
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This briefing for the attention of the Members of the Banking Union Working Group summarises publically available
information on Norddeutsche Landesbank (NordLB) regarding (i) its activities, ownership, supervision, and recent
performance, (ii) the 2018 stress test results and capital position, (iii) the 2012 State Aid decision and performance
during the restructuring period, (iv) NordLB’s core problem: the shipping portfolio, (v) NordLB'’s recent attempts to
strengthen its capital position, and (vi) the BRRD framework.
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Trade policy discourse on both sides of the Atlantic has recently focused on trade deficits and surpluses. In the United
States (US), President Donald Trump has routinely referred to the US trade deficit as a central indicator of the
country's economic woes and made its reduction a key objective of US trade policy. In Europe, the world's largest
trade surplus, run by Germany, has come under scrutiny. However, focusing on trade balances of exports and imports
can be misleading in the trade policy context. Trade balances need to be considered as an integral part of a larger
whole, the balance of payments of an economy. The imposition of specific trade policy measures, such as unilateral
tariffs, cannot be expected to improve a trade balance significantly.
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Konrad Adenauer was born at the end of the 19th century in imperial Germany. Growing up in relatively humble
surroundings, he adopted Prussian values and a Christian faith that guided him throughout his life. Adenauer first took
up political office in 1906, as city councillor of his home town of Cologne. In 1909, he became president of the city
council. He was then elected Lord Mayor of Cologne in 1917 — at the age of just 41. With the end of the First World
War, Adenauer made efforts to promote transnational cooperation with Germany's neighbours to the West on several
occasions — a progressive move at that point in time. When, in February 1933, the newly elected German Chancellor
Adolf Hitler visited Cologne, Konrad Adenauer refused to receive him — a decision that saw him removed from his
position as Lord Mayor. Forced into political exile — even incarcerated at one point — he spent the following 12 years
with his family at his home in Rhéndorf. After the defeat of Nazi Germany, Adenauer was determined to establish a
political platform that would unite people around core Christian and democratic values and it was on this basis that he
was elected as the first Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany in September 1949. Throughout his 14 years
as Chancellor of Germany, Konrad Adenauer remained determined to integrate Germany into a value-based European
political system. Therefore, reconciliation, rapprochement and cooperation with France became the central goals of
Adenauer's foreign policy, ultimately shaping German policy up to the present day.
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The President of the European Commission, Jean-Claude Juncker, will deliver his last State of the Union address to
the European Parliament on Wednesday 12 September, a little more than eight months before the next European
elections. In this annual speech in Strasbourg, President Juncker is expected to take stock of the state of play on his
ten priorities for the 2014-2019 political cycle and present his remaining initiatives on building a 'more united, stronger
and more democratic Union'. Juncker’'s 2017 address was marked by cautious optimism: since then, whilst the
European economy has continued to recover, several other challenges have proved persistent. This note offers a
selection of links to commentaries, studies and reports from major international think tanks on the state of the EU and
possible reforms. Brexit-related publications can be found in a previous edition of 'What Think Tanks are thinking’ from
July 2018. Papers on migration are available in an earlier edition in this series, published in June. Those on euro-zone
reform appear in a previous publication in June.
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This briefing note was prepared by the Policy Department for the PETI Committee and provides background
information on the region of Lusatia in Germany. In particular it contains background information on the Sorb
population of this region and on various aspects concerning the lignite mining activities and its consequences for the
population, the economy and the environment of the region.
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This note presents a comparative analysis of policies and practices to facilitate the labour market integration of
beneficiaries of international protection in the main destination countries of asylum seekers in 2015/2016, namely
Austria, Germany and Sweden. It focuses on the development of policy strategies to adapt the asylum and integration
system to the high numbers of new arrivals. Special attention is given to the political discourse and public opinion on
asylum and integration of refugees. Innovative approaches with respect to labour market integration are highlighted as
well as gaps. Finally, the study includes lessons learned from recent policy developments as well as policy
recommendations in order to improve labour market integration of asylum seekers and refugees.

The study has been produced at request of the Employment and Social Affairs Committee.
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This note presents a comparative analysis of policies and practices to facilitate the labour market integration of
beneficiaries of international protection in the main destination countries of asylum seekers in 2015/2016, namely
Austria, Germany and Sweden. It focuses on the development of policy strategies to adapt the asylum and integration
system to the high numbers of new arrivals. Special attention is given to the political discourse and public opinion on
asylum and integration of refugees. Innovative approaches with respect to labour market integration are highlighted as
well as gaps. Finally, the study includes lessons learned from recent policy developments as well as policy
recommendations in order to improve labour market integration of asylum seekers and refugees.

The study has been produced at request of the Employment and Social Affairs Committee.
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Promoting women’s participation in CSDP missions and operations is important to sustain EU’s credibility, to improve
effectiveness, to promote equality at home and abroad, to increase the talent pool for personnel, and to make the best
use of our financial resources. More needs to be done by both member states and the EU to fulfil promises to
implement the United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security. This report looks at
three issues that contribute to more inclusion and better effectiveness: First, the structures that promote equality in the
security sector institutions within the EU; second, the effects of women’s participation in missions and operations; third,
how CSDP structures and EU member states policies could be further adapted to create a working environment that is
conducive to both men and women contributing their full potential to better solutions to security challenges. Political
commitment and hands-on leadership by the EU and its Member States is key to more diversity and inclusivity in
CSDP structures. A pro-active approach to recruitment and retention of female staff, adapted job-descriptions,
comprehensive family policies, and employing an approach that values diversity and creates a positive work
environment are all necessary in this regard.
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The Heads of State or Government of the countries sharing the euro currency will hold a summit on 15 December
2017 to discuss ways to improve the functioning of the euro area. European Council President Donald Tusk, who also
chairs the Euro Summit, has said that the discussion will focus on further steps to complete Banking Union and on
setting the direction for deeper euro-area economic integration, with decisions to be taken in June 2018. European
Union Member States which are not members of the 19-nation euro bloc, other than the UK, have also been invited to
the Euro Summit. Among proposals floated are that the single currency area should have a budget and a finance
minister and that the existing euro-area bailout fund, the European Stability Mechanism (ESM), should be transformed
into a European Monetary Fund. Germany, in particular, is cautious about far-reaching reforms. This note brings
together commentaries, analyses and studies by major international think tanks and research institutes on euro area
reforms and related issues.
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Since June 2017, several significant developments have occurred in relation to the ratification process of the
Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) between the EU and Canada. This updates an earlier 'at a
glance' note, published in June 2017.
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At the European Council meeting of 23 June 2017, European Union Heads of State or Government agreed to
strengthen efforts to reduce irregular migration flows on the central Mediterranean route, notably by speeding up
training, equipping the Libyan coast guard and improving cooperation with countries of migration origin. However, the
European Council made limited progress on reforming the Common European Asylum System, with the migration
debate clouded by refusal of some central and eastern European countries to accept refugees under the existing
quotas. This note offers links to recent commentaries and studies on migration from major international think-tanks and
research institutes.
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Kokkuvdte Helmut Kohl died on 16 June 2017 at the age of 87. The father of German reunification and a strong supporter of
European integration, he leaves a long-lasting legacy.
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Kokkuvdte On 28 October 2016, the Council decided to sign the EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement
(CETA), and on 15 February 2017 the European Parliament gave its consent to the agreement's conclusion. As CETA
is a mixed agreement, the EU Member States are currently in the process of ratifying it in accordance with their
constitutional requirements. Only after all have done so, can the Council adopt a decision to conclude CETA, after
which the agreement will enter into force.
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Kokkuvdte <The rights of the child (Art. 3, Convention on the Rights of the Child, Art. 24, EU Charter of Fundamental Rights) are
well ensured by the German approach to treat unaccompanied minors first and foremost as children in need of
protection.

*The responsibility of the youth authorities (Jugendamt) to give shelter has priority.

*The immediate legal representation of an unaccompanied child is guaranteed by the right of the youth authorities to
act as first representatives of the child. The family court then appoints an appropriate guardian.

«As it is not always advisable to apply for asylum, the representative of the child has to decide on the application in
order to clarify the child's perspective.

*Amendments and interdisciplinary practical action plans already improved the situation of unaccompanied minors.
There is still a need for clarification and improvements.
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Kokkuvdte The subject of trade facilitation and border management lies at the heart of EU trade policy, which seeks to take
advantage of global value chains for the benefit of workers, consumers and businesses. This demands that goods
may flow smoothly across borders without jeopardising EU values and standards. Trade facilitation principles help
reduce the cost of cross-border trade in goods while safeguarding regulatory control objectives. Good border
management practice is integral to trade facilitation. In this study many ideas and examples about how borders
management can be improved are shown. The key is coordination, cooperation and integration within the respective
border agencies (intra-agency), between the many border agencies (inter-agency) and international (with colleagues
across the border and EU trade partners). Despite considerable policy interest, research is still in its infancy. There is
much demand for further enquiry. This paper discusses relevant principles, ideas and concepts and concludes with a
list of recommendations. This includes the recommendation to develop suitable EU institutions in aid of trade
facilitation as well as for research.
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Kokkuvéte This study maps the rules on independence and responsibility that are applicable at national, EU, and international
level that govern the service provision by intermediaries such as companies working in auditing, tax advice,
accountancy and account certification or by legal advisors (attorneys, solicitors, legal consultants, in-house lawyers,
etc.). The mapping forms the basis for policy recommendations to encourage intermediaries to deliver a positive
contribution to combatting tax evasion, tax avoidance and money laundering.

This document was prepared for Policy Department A at the request of the Committee of Inquiry into Money
Laundering, Tax Avoidance and Tax Evasion (PANA).
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Kokkuvdte The award of the 2016 Sakharov Prize to Nadia Murad Basee Taha and Lamiya Aji Bashar highlights the fate of their
people, the Yazidis, one of the communities most affected, in proportion to their total population, by the violence
committed by ISIL/Da'esh (or ‘Islamic State’).
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The migration crisis has eased since the agreement in March between the European Union and Turkey closed one
major route through which people had been trying to reach Europe. A long-term solution to a better management of
migration flows still appears elusive, as the Turkey deal could still unravel and other migration routes become more
widely used. EU member states are also divided over the issue of ‘redistributing’ migrants among themselves. A
debate continues among policy-makers on how to overhaul the current asylum rules and create a ‘Dublin IV’ while the
EU ponders reaching an agreement with other countries similar to the one it has negotiated with Turkey. This note
offers links to recent commentaries and studies on migration from major international think tanks and research
institutes. More papers on the same topic can be found in a previous edition of 'What Think Tanks are thinking',
published in May.
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The Global Strategy for the EU’s Foreign and Security Policy presented by High Representative Federica Mogherini on
28 June 2016 sets out a ‘Shared Vision, Common Action: A Stronger Europe’, in response to the Member States’
request for a new framework in which the EU can tackle the challenges and key changes to the EU’s environment
identified in a strategic assessment carried out in 2015. Many expectations were raised ahead of its publication but it
soon became clear that defence would be a central element of the Global Strategy. A number of defence priorities
emerged from the exchanges between the main stakeholders: a central role for the common security and defence
policy (CSDP); a clear level of ambition with tools to match; emphasis on EU-NATO cooperation; and concrete follow-
up measures such as a ‘White Book’ on European defence. Seen in this light, the Global Strategy captures the urgent
need to face the challenges of today’s environment and it may prove to be a major turning point in EU foreign policy
and security thinking. It emphasizes the value of hard power — including via a strong partnership with NATO — along
with soft power. It will not be easy for the Member States to match the level of ambition set in the Global Strategy and
its success will be judged in terms of the follow-up and the measures taken to implement it. Could the first step be a
White Book on European Defence?
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Commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs at the
request of the Committee on Women'’s Rights and Gender Equality, this study provides an overview of the
implementation of Directive 2013/33/EU laying down standards for the reception of applicants for international
protection. It outlines the legal framework and examines how gender related aspects and the reception needs of
vulnerable groups are considered in practice in Munich (Germany) and Brussels (Belgium).
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This note by Policy Department A gives a summary of the study "Precarious employment in Europe: Country cases".
The study contains the results of eight country reviews carried out in the framework of the European Parliament study
on Precarious Employment in Europe: Patterns, trends and policy strategies. The featured countries are Denmark,
France, Germany, Lithuania, Netherlands, Poland, Spain, and the United Kingdom.
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The study was requested by the European Parliament’s Committee on Women'’s Rights and Gender Equality and
commissioned, overseen and published by the Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs. This
assessment aims at investigating gender differences across EGF interventions. By adopting gender budgeting
principles, the analysis shows that there are at least four factors resulting in different treatment of men and women in
the implementation of the fund: a more frequent implementation of the EGF in male-dominated sectors based on the
fact that the impact of the crisis by sectors is not gender neutral, the size of the firms involved in the interventions, and
the prevailing productive structure by sectors. Apart from a general analysis, the study includes also detailed analyses
of EGF cases in seven Member States.
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At the request of the European Parliament Committee on Legal Affairs (JURI), this research paper was commissioned
by the Policy Department for Citizen's Rights and Constitutional Affairs to examine difficulties experienced in relation to
jurisdiction in matrimonial matters, and assess the need for amendment of current legislation concerning party
autonomy, transfers of jurisdiction and harmonisation of rules on residual jurisdiction. It concludes that there is a
pressing need for reform insofar as transfers of jurisdiction are concerned, and a compelling case for the introduction
of more party autonomy. The case for harmonisation of residual rules, however, is less clear. In the light of national
case law and academic literature, the study also considers whether same-sex relationships could be governed by the
Regulation and argues that there is a strong legal argument for their inclusion.
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This briefing, commissioned by the Policy Department on Citizens' Rights and Constitutional Affairs for the PETI
committee, focuses on the Aarhus Convention, applicable to the EU and to all Member States. The Convention
provides for rights to the public to access to information, participation in decision-making and access to justice in
environmental matters. The Aarhus Convention Compliance Committee has found several EU Member States as well
as the EU itself non-compliant with the Convention. Currently eight EU Member States and the EU are on the list of
non-compliant Parties, decided by the Meeting of Parties when endorsing Committee findings. The Committee follows
up and reports on whether these Parties are taking sufficient measures to get in compliance. Adequate implementation
by EU legislation, monitoring by the Commission and jurisprudence by the EU judiciary are important for effective
enjoyment of the Aarhus Convention rights by the public throughout the EU.
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This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the LIBE and PETI Committees, analyses the current status of transposition of selected
provisions of Directive 2004/38/EC in Germany and identifies the main persisting barriers to free movement for EU
citizens and their family members in German national law and practice. The study also examines discriminatory
restrictions to free movement, measures to counter abuse of rights and refusals of entry and residence rights, in
addition to expulsions.
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This report examines the choices made by EU Member States in preparing their Rural Development Programmes for
the 2015-2020 period. It finds much continuity compared to the previous period but some notable changes, including
more funding for knowledge and co-operation and greater focus upon the goals of environmental management and
investments for primary sector competitiveness, with less for rural diversification. There is weak evidence of targeting
of relative needs at EU level, but some evidence of a more strategic approach, learning from past experience, within
Programmes. Heavy administrative burdens appear as a negative influence upon effective programme design, but
innovation is indicated in the diverse uses of the co-operation measure. Other new measures have not proven popular.
An effort to identify simpler approaches that enable effective targeting is recommended.
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This study assesses the important role the social economy plays in the EU. Priority policies identified to reach its full
potential include: 1) digital transformation of social economy, 2) enabling EU cross-sectorial regulatory and financial
frameworks, and 3) improving definitions and developing indicators - alternatives to GDP - to focus policies on EU
added-value.

This document has been commissioned by Policy Department A on behalf of European Parliament’s Committee on the
Internal Market and Consumer Protection.
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Contingent convertible securities, otherwise known as 'CoCos', are hybrid securities issued by banks as debt
instruments (e.g. bonds) and automatically converted into equity shares if a contractually pre-defined 'trigger event'
occurs. Their defining characteristics are a loss-absorption mechanism (conversion or write-down) and an activation
trigger, either based on a mechanical rule or on supervisors’ discretion. CoCos are regarded positively both by the
industry and by regulators. Banks appreciate the fact that this instrument allows them to fund themselves and satisfy
their regulatory capital requirements at a lesser cost than with equity. Regulators note positively the fact that the
instrument is designed to facilitate balance-sheet repair, or the orderly resolution of a bank, without the bank having to
seek to issue extra equity under stressful conditions. Although the size of CoCos issued until now is still small in
comparison with other financial instruments, they attracted media attention in early 2016, when they contributed to
increasing market volatility around some EU issuing financial institutions. While the 'incident' was contained, its
importance should not be downplayed. The possible systemic implications for European markets of a more serious
episode should be considered. This raises questions about how investors understand CoCos, as well as the
robustness of models that estimate their risks. CoCos are also likely to feature in discussions on possible regulatory
changes to banks' capital requirements.
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A Workshop on Tailor-made support for SMEs towards effective implementation of the EU's trade and investment
strategy took place in the European Parliament on 17 February 2016. Professor Blackburn gave an analysis on SME
internationalisation and policy interventions, and representatives of SMEs shared their experiences in this field.
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On 9 December 2015, the Commission tabled a proposal for a directive on contracts for supply of digital content to
consumers. The proposal would cover, with a single set of rules, contracts for the sale of digital content (e.g. when
consumers buy music, films, e-books or applications), for rental of digital content (e.g. when consumers watch a movie
online, but do not download a copy), as well as contracts for digital services, such as cloud computing and social
media. The proposal envisages a maximum level of harmonisation, meaning that it will be prohibited for Member
States to enact or retain more consumer-friendly rules within the directive's scope. Currently, only the UK has enacted
rules designed specifically for contracts for supply of digital content. A similar legislative bill was recently discussed in
Ireland. Other Member States, such as Germany and the Netherlands, have extended the scope of existing contract
rules, especially on consumer sales, to include sale of digital content. Yet in other Member States, such as Poland,
there are no explicit rules on supply of digital content, which leads to legal uncertainty and practical difficulties
regarding the rights and remedies available to consumers in case of non-conformity.
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This study analysed the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy’s role in creating rural jobs. Starting at the EU level, a
thorough systematic literature review and a statistical analysis prepare the ground for more detailed Member Stare
reviews and Case studies. When discussing the findings the study concludes that the CAP supports the survival of
small scale farms and contributes to sustain and develop rural economies. However, Pillar | payments have
contradictory effects on employment and its ability in creating jobs appears to be limited. Pillar Il is effective in
supporting diversification, but concrete evidences of direct effects on employment are difficult to assess due to missing
systematic reporting on job creation.

EN, FR

Wildlife Crime in Germany

Valjaande liik
Kuupaev

Parlamendivaline autor
Poliitikavaldkond

19-04-2024

Marksona

Kokkuvdte

Analiits

Analuls

15-03-2016

Stephan SINA, Christiane GERSTETTER and Katharina KLAAS
Keskkond | Oigusaktide iilevétmine ja rakendamine

Euroopa | GEOGRAAFIA | halduskoost6o | kaitsealused liigid | kapitali vaba liikumine | KAUBANDUS |
kaubanduspoliitika | keelatud kaubandus | KESKKOND | keskkonnapoliitika | keskkonnavastane kuritegu |
kriminaalmenetlus | kriminaaldigus | looduskeskkond | loomastiku kaitse | maJandusgeograafla | organiseeritud
kuritegevus | POLIITIKA | poliitiline geograafia | RAHANDUS | rahapesu | riigisisene digus | Saksamaa |
SOTSIAALKUSIMUSED | taimestiku kaitse | tariifipoliitika | tollikontroll | tiidesaatev v&im ja avalik teenistus | OIGUS |
digus | digusallikad ja digusharud | Ghiskondlik elu

This report on wildlife crime in Germany was commissioned by Policy Department A at the request of the Committee
on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety. It gives an overview of the state of wildlife crime in Germany and
the efforts undertaken to combat it. It is based on available documents, mainly CITES biennial reports, and empirical
research including interviews.
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Kokkuvdte Since 1 January 2016 it has become mandatory under the BRRD to bail-in shareholders and creditors for a minimum
amount of 8% of total liabilities before any SRF fund be injected into banks under resolution.
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Kokkuvdte The aim of this briefing note is to provide background information on the current situation of the combination of elite
sports and education/work (i.e., dual career) commitments of European athletes.
Based on the analysis of the scientific literature on several dimensions of European student-athletes, the EU-funded
projects, policy systems and best practices of dual career across eight European Member States, this note highlights
challenges and recommendations for implementing policy actions to integrate university and sports in dual career
paths.
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Kokkuvdte This study assesses the implementation of financial instruments (Fls) in Cohesion policy during the 2007-13
programming period. It takes stock of existing knowledge on the operation of Fls as reflected in the academic literature
and policy documents. A comparative analysis of eight case studies, focusing on the different stages in the lifecycle of
Fls, provides the basis on which to draw lessons from the implementation of Fls in 200713, highlighting implications for
2014-20.
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Kokkuvdte The Bundesverfassungsgericht (BVerfG) has now published its December 2015 ruling in favour of a claimant who had
lodged a constitutional complaint against the decision to allow his surrender to Italy on the basis of a European arrest
warrant issued by the Italian authorities. In its ruling, the German Constitutional Court appears to be departing from its
previous 'Solange' case law on the examination of EU acts against fundamental rights enshrined in the Basic Law
(Grundgesetz).
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Kokkuvdte This study was commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the LIBE Committee. With renewed efforts to counter people smuggling in the context of an
unprecedented influx of migrants and refugees into the EU, it assesses existing EU legislation in the area — the 2002
Facilitators’ Package — and how it deals with those providing humanitarian assistance to irregular migrants. The study
maps EU legislation against the international legal framework and explores the effects — both direct and indirect — of
the law and policy practice in selected Member States. It finds significant inconsistencies, divergences and grey areas,
such that humanitarian actors are often deterred from providing assistance. The study calls for a review of the
legislative framework, greater legal certainty and improved data collection on the effects of the legislation.
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Kokkuvéte Upon request by the FEMM Committee, the reception of female asylum seekers in Germany is examined. The
research is provided for the delegation of FEMM Members to a refugee camp in Munich/Germany. It presents both the
EU and the German legal framework concerning the reception of (female) refugees. Attention has been paid whether
gender-sensitive asylum application procedures and reception conditions are provided in practice in Germany.
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Kokkuvéte Under current fishing patterns, the Landing Obligation may result in plaice choking some Baltic Sea cod and mixed
demersal fisheries. We propose a structured approach (decision tree) to identify solutions to the apparent problems,
demonstrating how this problem can largely be mitigated by quota swaps, the use of more selective gear and spatio-
temporal avoidance, for which the Landing Obligation will create incentives. As a last resort, short-term solutions are
the provisions of flexibilities and exemptions in the CFP Basic Regulation.
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Kokkuvdte Differences in reception standards for asylum-seekers and in treatment of beneficiaries of international protection are

said to lead to intra-EU movements, placing a considerable burden on Member States with higher reception standards.

EU legislation seeks to ensure that reception standards are comparable throughout the EU, to guarantee asylum-

seekers' and refugees' fundamental rights and to prevent 'asylum shopping'. However the value of material benefits to

be provided remains a Member State competence. Analysis of the rules and practices of eight EU Member States as
regards access to employment and social welfare for asylum-seekers and refugees does show differences in
standards. However, as a general rule, the differences in the level of benefits provided to asylum-seekers correspond
to the differences in living standards among Member States. There are a number of practical hurdles to the
effectiveness of the right to work for asylum-seekers and refugees common to all Member States. Making labour

markets accessible to asylum-seekers, and evaluating the ongoing trend to shorten periods before their full admission,

are considered important elements in improving integration into host Member States.
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Kokkuvéte On 17 November 2015, France invoked for the first time article 42(7) or the mutual assistance clause of the Treaty on
the European Union (TEU), asking for aid and assistance from the other European Union (EU) Member States in the

aftermath of the deadly terrorist attacks in Paris on 13 November 2015.

Included in EU primary law in 2009 by the Lisbon Treaty, under the specific provisions on the Common Security and
Defence Policy (CSDP), the EU mutual assistance clause (or the EU mutual defence clause as it is called by many),
has never been used so far. As there is no precedent, many questions have arisen with regard to its scope,

implementation and role of the EU institutions, as well as to the relationship with other provisions in EU law which refer

to the expression of solidarity between EU Member States, in particular the EU solidarity clause contained in article

222 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU (TFEU).

France's decision to request assistance from the other Member States under article 42(7) TEU over other possibilities

has been explained in various ways, not least through the preference of dealing bilaterally with the other EU

governments, without involving the EU institutions. All EU Member State have unanimously promised their full aid and

support for France, but the process of concretely defining their commitments is still ongoing.
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Online consumer review sites and platforms are tools that are widely used by consumers and are becoming embedded
in both consumer behaviour and business models. A 2013 European Consumer Centres' Network web survey showed
that 82% of respondents read consumer reviews before shopping. Tools for increasing consumer awareness and
raising their trust in the market should not, however, mislead consumers with fake reviews, which, according to
different estimates, represent between 1% and 16% of all ‘consumer' reviews.

Directive 2005/29/EC, the Unfair Commercial Practices Directive, concerning unfair business-to-consumer commercial
practices in the internal market defines misleading or aggressive commercial practices and prohibits, in particular, the
practice of falsely representing oneself as a consumer. Misleading or fake reviews undermine consumers' confidence
in the integrity of online reviews and lead to consumer detriment. A fake review can be defined as a positive, neutral or
negative review that is not an actual consumer's honest and impartial opinion or that does not reflect a consumer's
genuine experience of a product, service or business. Some European consumer organisations say review sites would
benefit from being regulated, or to some extent standardised.

The problem of fake online reviews not only concerns individual consumers; it can lead to an erosion of consumer
confidence in the online market, which can reduce competition. To deal with this issue, some guidelines have already
been adopted by consumer enforcement bodies, regulators and other stakeholders, in the EU and internationally.
Enforcement actions have also been taken. Fake online reviews should be taken seriously, as more and more
consumers buy online, and the practice is becoming increasingly sophisticated.
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With Franco-German relations following the Second World War being at the very origins of the European Union, their
bilateral cooperation has often been seen as the 'engine' of EU integration. Regular bilateral cooperation between the
two countries was institutionalised with the 1963 Elysée Treaty and culminated in joint cabinet meetings and sectorial
meetings at the highest political level to coordinate their positions particularly on the eve of European Council
meetings.

In this context, there has been criticism that such bilateral meetings pre-determine decision-making within the
European Council leaving little scope for further negotiations and leaving other Member States and supranational
actors as mere bystanders. However, the importance of Franco-German cooperation in breaking deadlocks in
negotiations at EU level and in identifying solutions to common challenges is widely recognised.

The Franco-German relationship is a longstanding and multifaceted process. This briefing does not aim at a full
analysis of its complex nature but seeks to give a general overview ahead of the visit to the European Parliament of
Chancellor Angela Merkel and President Francois Hollande on 7 October.
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In October, the European Parliament is due to vote in plenary session on three applications for assistance from the
European Globalisation Adjustment Fund (EGF). The EGF provides one-off support to workers losing their jobs as a
result of major structural changes in world trade patterns or the global financial and economic crisis.
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High-speed rail (HSR) started developing in Europe in the late 1970s, first in France and Italy, and subsequently in
Germany, Spain and the UK, among others. In the early stages, its development took place largely at national level.
The EU started providing specific support to European rail projects with the establishment of the trans-European
transport network (TEN-T) in the early 1990s, some priority projects of which concern HSR. The EU also promotes
HSR development through other means, including technical harmonisation measures, security systems and funding
instruments. The importance of high-speed rail has increased over time in the EU in terms of network length, number
of passengers carried and modal share. Nevertheless, EU Member States each have their own specific characteristics
in this regard. The impact of HSR on economic growth and sustainable regional and urban development is not easily
measurable, each project having to be analysed individually. HSR can contribute significantly towards meeting some of
the objectives — notably on energy efficiency and reduction of emissions — set by the 2011 European Commission
White Paper on Transport. To this end, specific targets for developing the HSR network are set out in the Roadmap to
a Single European Transport Area. Worldwide, the development of HSR lines could also provide commercial
opportunities for the technological know-how of the EU rail industry on foreign markets. However, the sector's future
depends on a diverse range of political, economic and technical factors or challenges, among them the increasing
costs of rail works and infrastructure, varying rates of investment returns, and the adverse impacts of the recent
economic crisis. In the context of budgetary constraints, public authorities in some EU countries have questioned
HSR's overall added value.
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Investor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS) clauses in international investment agreements have traditionally been
based on an approach which may be termed ‘light touch regulation’ of investment protection. The avenue taken by the
recently negotiated EU draft agreements, the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) and the EU-
Singapore Free Trade Agreement (EUSFTA), can be described as ‘more comprehensive regulation’. Likewise,
EUSFTA and CETA provide a rather detailed body of law on substantive standards for the protection of foreign
investment. While this may add to the clarity and predictability of the current regime of international investment law, it
may also lead to a reduced standard of protection. Compared with other agreements, EUSFTA and CETA have
attempted to rebalance the protection of private property and the host state’s regulatory autonomy. In terms of the
regulation of ISDS proceedings, EUSFTA and CETA preserve its principle characteristics but deliver moderate change
in five areas: (1) consultation mechanisms, (2) the relationship between ISDS and domestic remedies, (3) the
appointment and conduct of arbitrators, (4) cost allocation, and (5) transparency rules. This study proposes (1) further
development regarding the coordination between effective domestic legal systems and ISDS and (2) the start of
negotiations for the establishment of a permanent appeals mechanism in a regional or bilateral context.
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K&esolevas uuringus antakse Ulevaade sellest, kuidas avatud dppematerjale téiskasvanudppes praegu kasutatakse,
hinnatakse nende materjalide potentsiaali ning antakse soovitusi poliitiliseks sekkumiseks, vottes seejuures arvesse
Euroopa Komisjoni poliitilist raamistikku. Dokument hdlmab uute enam kui 12 liikkmesriigis labi viidud uuringute
tulemusi, véimendades erinevate projektide raames tehtud uuringute siinteesi, sealhulgas POERUP (poliitika avatud
Oppematerjalide kasutuselevotuks) ning Teadusuuringute Uhiskeskuse (JRC) jaoks aastatel 2014-2015 tehtud
uuringut jagatud avatud dppematerjalide kohta, mida taiendati kahe varskema uuringuga JRC ja elukestva dppe
programmi (LLP) tarvis.
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The right to vote is a fundamental one and of utmost importance for the democratic legitimacy of any public power. Six
EU Member States deprive their nationals permanently resident abroad of the right to vote in national parliamentary
elections. They also deprive such citizens residing in a third country of the vote in European elections, and two of them
even when their nationals live in another EU Member State.

Citizens disenfranchised in their country of origin often face exclusion from political life at national level in both their
country of origin and of residence. In the case of citizens living in another EU Member State, the disenfranchisement
rules could even amount to an infringement of their freedom of movement and residence under EU law.

Solutions discussed include a Treaty change to allow EU citizens to vote in national parliamentary elections in their
host Member State or to be able to choose between voting there or in their Member State of nationality. A more
realistic solution envisages the abolition of disenfranchisement rules in those six Member States concerned, although
such calls from EU institutions have found very limited favour in the six concerned.

This in-depth-analysis updates an earlier one of December 2014.
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The EU-India strategic partnership has lost momentum. Bilateral ties are not receiving sufficient priority from both
sides. Economics remains at the core of this relationship. Since negotiations on the Broad-based Trade and
Investment Agreement (BTIA) may take time to be concluded, EU-India ties should not be held hostage to
developments at BTIA level. On defence and security matters, India deals with EU Member States directly and has a
good framework for cooperation with major European powers. The recent Indian decision to buy Rafale jets from
France will also have long-term implications for EU-India links. Unlike its partnerships with the US and Russia, India
has yet to discover the relevance of EU-India relations within evolving Asian security and economic architecture.
Growing Indo-American relations and the close transatlantic partnership could provide new opportunities to work
together. Collaboration in research and innovation has expanded significantly and dialogues on global governance,
energy, counter-terrorism, migration and mobility as well as human rights all show great potential. New dialogues could
be initiated on Afghanistan, maritime security, development cooperation and the Middle-East. Indian engagement in
resolving the Ukraine crisis could be explored.
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The note provides a summary of the main points of the ECJ Judgment in the case Gauweiller C-62/14. It concerns the
referral by the German Constitutional Court for the preliminary ruling about the compatibility of the ECB's Outright
Monetary Transaction Programe announced in 2012 with the EU law.
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The 7-8 June 2015 Group of Seven (G7) summit in Schloss EImau (Germany) marked the second meeting of seven
leading industrialised nations without Russia since the disbanding of the Group of Eight (G8). The group's smaller
configuration — a response to Russia's illegal annexation of Crimea — appears here to stay. The summit provided an
opportunity for G7 leaders to discuss a number of topics pertaining to foreign policy, economy, health, energy, climate
and sustainable development. Ukraine and the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) featured
prominently on the meeting’s agenda, as did discussions on to the post-2015 development and climate agendas. The
revival of the G7 has served to ensure its members' unity on key policy files, shape joint policy responses and
influence EU policies and global governance, particularly through its nexus with the Group of 20 (G20), the United
Nations and the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). The German presidency of G7
has been praised its inclusive approach ahead of the summit, with consultations conducted with non-governmental
stakeholders.
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In the post-Cold War international system, new actors, including parliaments, emerge and they challenge the traditional
dominance by governments of international relations and foreign policy. In democratic societies it is increasingly
difficult to sustain the traditional notion that foreign policy is incompatible with democratic decision-making and scrutiny
and that state sovereignty in this domain is the exclusive, unquestionable competence of governments, as the
perceived sole representative of the state. As the core institution of democracy and elected representatives,
parliaments are increasingly expected to contribute to resolving complex foreign policy and international issues which
are impacting more and more directly on citizens’ lives by discussing diverse views on strategic direction and policy
priorities, by legitimising complex policies and initiatives and by building up public trust (and support) on complex
issues in a way that is comprehensible to citizens. The paper examines the role and functions of parliaments in
shaping and controlling foreign policy, also by discussing some case studies (US, German, British and French). It
reflects particularly on the gradual parliamentarisation of Member State-dominated EU foreign policy. It analyses the
nature of the European Parliament’s actorhood in international relations, the EP’s emerging role in EU foreign policy as
well as the tools and powers available to exert influence on the Union’s decisions and relations. It finally concludes that
EU foreign policy can become efficient and democratic at the same time in the process of building an EU
'representative democracy'.
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The principle of equal pay is anchored in the EEC founding Treaty of 1957. Directive 2006/54/EC was a recast of
secondary law dating back to 1975 pursuing gender equality in (access to) employment and it ‘consolidated’ case law
in this area developed by the European Court of Justice. This European Implementation Assessment is based on input
received from four independent groups of experts (included as annexes) on different aspects of the application of the
Recast Directive: legal aspects and in particular direct and indirect discrimination; proper consideration of the role of
job evaluation and classification systems; necessary protection of pregnancy and the role of maternity leave and
related schemes in view of gender equality at work and for careers. The assessment concludes that there is a very
strong case for immediate and vigorous actions at EU level, going beyond voluntary measures, in line with EP
resolutions.
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Upon request by the JURI Committee, this in-depth analysis highlights the difficulties that parties may encounter in
relation to an expert report ordered in civil litigation, and the urgent need to harmonise practices and procedures
existing in the different Member States of the EU.
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On 7 and 8 June 2015, the G7 will hold its 41st summit in Bavaria, Germany. The Group will meet for the second
successive year without Russia, whose membership of the G8 was suspended following its annexation of Crimea. The
agenda includes issues of global interest, among them development and environmental protection.
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Responding to the objective of achieving territorial cohesion, the macro-regional approach promoted by the European
Union has gained momentum since 2009 and has been put into practice, first in the Baltic Sea Region and
subsequently in the Danube River Basin and the Adriatic-lonian Region through the implementation of strategies
targeted at each of these areas, the Danube Region Strategy being one such example. Now that these first macro-
regional strategies have been in operation for a few years, efforts have been made to draw initial lessons from them by
assessing their results, the added value of the concept, and the suitability of the governance model applied. Reports
from the European Commission, while highlighting the strategies' impact in terms of projects, coordination and
integration, promotion of multi-level governance and territorial cohesion, underline the need for stronger political
backing, commitment and leadership from the participating countries and regions. Stakeholders have called for a more
streamlined governance structure, criticised the limited involvement of civil society organisations, local and regional
actors in planning and decision-making processes, and pointed to capacity shortcomings impeding their participation.
The question of capacities and resources is of critical importance. As macro-regional strategies do not bring additional
EU funding, the participating countries or regions are expected to do more with what is available to address the
challenges and opportunities requiring their cooperation. Putting this principle into practice is not a smooth process.
This is especially true for the Danube macro-region, which is very diverse in membership. It covers 14 countries whose
development levels and status in relation to the European Union (including their access to EU funding as a result of the
latter) are not the same. The wide disparities between the partners have a significant impact on the operation of the
strategy.
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Are exports made to countries outside of the European Union (EU) impeding European cooperation in armaments?
Although the numbers vary significantly from one country to another, the European Defence Technological and
Industrial Base (EDTIB) now collectively derives an important share of its collective turnover from extra-EU export
sales. Accordingly, EU Member states devote important political, financial and administrative resources to support and
promote their national producers in major competition overseas. The current scarcity of common European
programmes, and the limited impacts of recently introduced legislation designed to harmonize national defence
procurement rules and to facilitate intra-EU transfers, could indicate that extra-EU exports are detrimental to European
cooperation on weapons projects. This negative effect would primarily come from introducing greater levels of
competition between European companies creating greater tensions, which are not conducive to cooperation on the
EU level. The study finds that there is indeed a correlation between competition for major foreign markets and
difficulties of intra-EU cooperation but makes the analysis that extra-EU exports are more a symptom of structural
constraints faced by major suppliers, such as the weakness of defence spending in European countries, and the
persistence of fragmentation and duplication of production capabilities.
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The ‘Europe 2020 Strategy’ and other EU initiatives call for more excellence in Europe’s higher education institutions in
order to improve their performance, international attractiveness and competitiveness. In this context the relevance of
quality in higher education gained momentum. The Study examines separately two different quality approaches, quality
assurance and rankings, and takes stock of latest achievements. This is followed by a critical analysis of these
approaches in a comparative perspective. Recommendations and policy options for the Parliament are provided.
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Upon request by the FEMM Committee, this note provides an overview of the gender-equality legislation and policies

in Germany, focussing on their recent developments and achievements. It reviews gender equality in decision-making,

in employment, reconciliation of private and professional life, strategies to combat violence against women and sexual

and reproductive health rights. Germany has achieved some progress in gender equality, mainly in the area of

gmployment. European legislation has acted as the main driver for legal improvements in equal treatment and anti-
iscrimination.
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Road transport is an important economic sector in Europe, employing about 5 million people across the EU. Given its
international character and the varying employment conditions — including minimum wages — in the Member States,
the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs of the European Parliament has tabled an oral question asking the
Commission how EU and national law on employment conditions is applicable to workers in this sector when they are
providing services through or in another Member State. The Commission is also asked what measures it intends to
take to protect the social rights of such workers.
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Kokkuvdte This report, provided by Policy Department A to the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs, gives an overview
of labour shortages, looking at their types and causes, their occurrence within the EU-28 and possible measures to
counter them. It finds that there are no overall quantitative shortages at EU-28 level in the wake of the economic crisis,
but qualitative shortages, especially relating to skills shortages and mismatch, occur in several regions, sectors,
occupations and Member States. Employers and Member States are the prime actors to counter labour shortages
effectively, but the EU can play an important supporting role through its influence on intra-EU mobility, by increasing
the transparency of the labour market and by using its structural funds as supportive frameworks.
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Kokkuvdte Kaesolevas uurimuses hinnatakse ELi kaubasaatjate transpordiliigi valiku
mojutegureid, tuues esile, miks kaubasaatjad eelistavad sageli maanteed
raudteele. Kaubaveo pikaajaliste suundumuste analtusile, mitmete riikide
(Saksamaa, Poola, Prantsusmaa, Itaalia ja Hispaania) juhtumiuuringutele ning
majandussektoris osalejatega tehtud kisitlustele tuginedes uuritakse selles
dokumendis peamisi tegureid, mis mdjutavad kauba transpordiliigi valikut.
Kokkuvdtvas peatlkis antakse varasemate kogemuste pdhjal soovitusi selle
kohta, milliseid votmetegureid peaks hdlmama t6hus strateegia raudteekasutuse
stimuleerimiseks.
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Kokkuvdte Following disregard in the 1980s, industrial policy has recently attracted policy attention at EU level. The objective of
this study provided by Policy Department A at the request of the ITRE Committee, is to establish the state of the art of
a coordinated and integrated EU industrial policy. It assesses current initiatives, policies and arrangements and
proposes an overview of stakeholders’ positions at EU and national levels in order to feed into the debate on how to
improve competitiveness and growth in Europe.
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Kokkuvdte At its March plenary, the European Parliament is due to vote on six applications for the mobilisation of the European
Globalisation Adjustment Fund (EGF). The EGF provides one-off support to workers losing their jobs as a result of
major structural changes in world trade patterns.
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Kokkuvdte This study analyses the situation of the fruit and vegetables sector in the EU Northern Member States. It also suggests
possible improvements of EU rules. The study was presented to the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development
on 22 January 2015.
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Against the backdrop of the intensifying conflict in eastern Ukraine, Kyiv's calls for defensive military assistance are
becoming increasingly urgent. Ahead of the peace talks in Minsk on 11 February, where Ukraine, Russia, France and
Germany plan to negotiate a peace deal after months of fighting, fears of an escalation of the already violent conflict
are mounting. Russia denies accusations by Western countries and Ukraine that Moscow is sending troops to eastern
Ukraine and supplying the rebels, and Putin has warned the West that sending arms to Ukraine could worsen the
crisis. Although US President Barack Obama and German Chancellor Angela Merkel agreed to continue sanctions and
diplomatic measures, pressure in the US to send defensive weapons to Ukraine is increasing. Some EU countries —
including Germany, France, the UK, and Finland — remain very cautious in the face of these demands, warning that
sending weapons to Ukraine could escalate the conflict. Lithuania and Estonia, however, have spoken out in favour of
sending arms to Ukraine, and Poland has signalled support for the US position, albeit stating that military support
would be 'worth avoiding'. On a similar note, experts from renowned think-tanks are divided on the issue. While some
believe that the West should not provide arms to Ukraine, arguing that the West still needs Russia as a partner, others
warn that Russia could be preparing for 'another major Russian/separatist offensive' in Ukraine, and thus urge direct
military assistance in the form of defensive lethal weapons.
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This Policy Department A study aims to provide the Employment and Social Affairs Committee (EMPL) with an
overview of developments on costs and returns of investments for reasonable accommodation, sheltered workshops
and labour policies for people with disabilities together with an economic analysis of selected measures.
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This in-depth analysis summarises the results obtained from EU budget resources dedicated to the EU Globalisation
Adjustment Fund (EGF) and the role of the European Parliament in making such resources available.

EGF supports workers losing their jobs as a result of major structural changes in world trade patterns, providing them
with one-off, finite support. Since 2007, 146 applications have been received from the MS, requesting funds which total
EUR 545.3 million for 119 980 workers, of which EUR 454.2 million has already been paid out.
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At the request of the LIBE committee, this study provides a comparative analysis of the national legal regimes and
practices governing the use of intelligence information as evidence in the United Kingdom, France, Germany, Spain,
Italy, the Netherlands and Sweden. It explores notably how national security can be invoked to determine the
classification of information and evidence as 'state secrets' in court proceedings and whether such laws and practices
are fundamental rights- and rule of law-compliant. The study finds that, in the majority of Member States under
investigation, the judiciary is significantly hindered in effectively adjudicating justice and guaranteeing the rights of the
defence in ‘national security’ cases. The research also illustrates that the very term ‘national security’ is nebulously
defined across the Member States analysed, with no national definition meeting legal certainty and “in accordance with
the law” standards and a clear risk that the executive and secret services may act arbitrarily. The study argues that
national and transnational intelligence community practices and cooperation need to be subject to more independent
and effective judicial accountability and be brought into line with EU 'rule of law' standards.
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The right to vote in elections is a fundamental right common to the constitutional traditions of the Member States, and
recognised in the EU Treaties as intrinsically related to the right of political participation which, for its part, provides
democratic legitimacy to those exercising public power. This right is not absolute though and is subject to restrictions.
The decision of who is conferred the right to vote in national and also in European elections lies with states.

Six EU Member States deprive their nationals, under varying conditions, of the right to vote in national parliamentary
elections due to residence abroad, both in other Member States and in third countries. These same six Member States
also disenfranchise their nationals in European elections, if they live permanently in a third country, and two of them
even do so in respect of nationals resident within the EU.

'Disenfranchisement' due to residence abroad can be a result of minimum residence requirements in the country in
which elections take place as well as of losing electoral rights due to time spent abroad. The lack of facilities to vote
from abroad, while rendering the exercise of voting rights difficult, does not amount to their loss as
such.Disenfranchisement is based on the assumption that expatriates are not affected by the political decisions taken
in their country of nationality and that they are not able to cast a meaningful vote due to lack of knowledge of the
political reality there. Globalisation and improved communication means have however induced a tendency towards
enfranchising expatriates.

Citizens deprived of their right to vote in national elections in their country of nationality often face exclusion from
political life at national level in both their state of residence and their state of origin since EU Member States (and more
so third countries) do not generally provide any right to vote in national elections to non-nationals. Whilst the European
Court of Human Rights saw no infringement of Convention rights from disenfranchisement rules, the loss of electoral
rights for citizens who move to another EU Member State could be seen as an infringement upon the freedom of
movement under EU law, since it could potentially stop EU citizens from exercising their free movement rights.

Different solutions have been discussed. Actions at EU level include a possible infringement procedure against those
Member States who disenfranchise their nationals resident elsewhere in the EU, as well as a Treaty change to include
a voting right for EU citizens in their host Member State or the right to choose to vote in national elections either in their
Member State of nationality or in the host Member State. Another proposal, which is more realistic in the short term, is
to convince Member States to enfranchise nationals living in another EU Member State or at least to enhance the
conditions for them to preserve their right to vote.
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In his answers to the questionnaire and during the hearing on 29 September 2014 before the Committee in Industry,
Research and Energy and the Committee on Culture and Education, commissioner-designate Gunther Oettinger made
a number of commitments.
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The number of small cross-border transactions, usually in business-to-consumer contacts, is steadily growing in the
EU. If a transaction ends up in a way which does not satisfy the parties, they may want to go to court to get their
money back or make sure a faulty good is repaired. However, national civil procedures are not well adapted for such
cross-border litigation over small claims. That is why the EU legislature introduced a European Small Claims
Procedure (ESCP) back in 2007. For various reasons, this initiative has not been a success and is being used only
sparingly. The in-depth analysis aims at answering the question whether the Commission proposal to amend the
ESCP, now before the Legal Affairs Committee of the Parliament, can help to remove the existing shortcomings and
turn this procedure into a powerful tool in the hands of European consumers.
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This study provides an evaluation of the implementation of the 2013 Country-Specific Recommendations (CSRs)
adopted by the EU Council of Finance Ministers, after endorsement by the European Council. CSRs relate to four
broad policy areas: public finances, the financial sector, structural reforms, and employment and social policies. The
text focuses on 14 EU Member States for which an IMF Country Report and/or an OECD Economic Survey have
already been published in 2014. EU Member States, which were under an Economic Adjustment Programme —
namely, Greece, Ireland, Portugal and Cyprus - are not covered by this analysis, as the Commission did not issue any
CSRs for them in 2013.

The interim analysis contained in this study suggests that implementation of CSRs by EU Member States continued to
lose momentum last year. Only 12 per cent of the CSRs were fully addressed in 2013, compared to an average of 18
per cent in 2011-12. Conversely, the rate of 'no implementation' rose to 50 per cent, from 43 per cent in 2011-12.
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Téokogemus on ettevdtetes kdrgelt hinnatud ja niisuguse kogemuse puudumine kujutab endast seetdttu suurt takistust
esmakordsetele tédotsijatele. Paljud noored on sattunud néiaringi: nad ei suuda leida esimest tdokohta, kuid nad ei
saa t60d seetdttu, et neil puudub td6kogemus. Opipoisiope on osutunud vaga mojusaks noorte t66hdive edendamise
vahendiks ja on Uks peamine pdhjus, miks teatavates Euroopa riikides on noorte t66tuse tase vaga madal.

Nii teatises hariduse Umbermdtestamise kohta kui ka 2013. aasta teatises noorte t66tuse kohta kutsus Euroopa
Komisjon liikkmesriike lles suurendama oma jéupingutusi maailmatasemel kutsehariduse ja -koolituse
véljaarendamiseks, et tdsta kutseoskuste kvaliteeti, ning té6kohapdhise kutsedppe, sealhulgas kvaliteetsete praktika-
ja Opipoisidppevdimaluste ning duaalsete siisteemide edendamiseks. Sarnaselt avaldas Euroopa Parlament (EP)
kultuuri- ja hariduskomisjoni (CULT) taotlusel uuringu, milles uuritakse duaalse hariduse tugevusi ja ndrkusi ning 28
ELi likmesriigi poliitika arengut seoses sellist tltipi Oppe kasutuselevétu ja/voi parandamisega.
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The policy package “A Clean Air Programme for Europe” includes a proposal for a revision of the Directive on National
Emission Ceilings. The objective of the proposal is to further reduce the impact of air pollution on human health, taking
into account the latest advice issued by the World Health Organisation. The acompanying impact assessement

examined various emission reduction scenarios regarding their impacts and cost effectiveness. These underlying
building blocks are qualitatively analysed in this study.

'(I'his sgudy was provided by Policy Department A for the Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety
ENVI).
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The Commissioner-designate for Digital Economy and Society is Giinther Oettinger, Germany. His hearing will take
place before the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE), Culture and Education (CULT) on Monday 29
September 2014 at 18:30h
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Linnapiirkonnad on piirkondlikus arengus olulised. Programmit66 perioodil 2007-2013 andsid linnad ja linnapiirkonnad
oma panuse peamiselt projektide tasandil. Programmit66 perioodil 2014—2020 suurendatakse Uhtekuuluvuspoliitikaga
linnapiirkondade rolli. Tegelikkuses naib linnade rolli ulatus siiski samaks jaavat. Kuna programmit66 etapp on
peaaegu Idppenud, saab nuid vaid vahe mdjutada uute programmide valjatdétamist. Uus vdimalus on kaasata linnad
osana partnerlustest programmit66 perioodi jooksul.
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In response to the financial crisis in the EU, a permanent crisis mechanism — the European Stability Mechanism (ESM)
— was adopted by the euro area Member States. A number of cases, lodged with the German Federal Constitutional
Court (BVerfG), aimed at blocking Germany's participation. The BVerfG has established four requirements for German
participation in rescue packages and fiscal stability mechanisms: observance of the Bundestag's budgetary autonomy,
prior consent of the Bundestag to participation in rescue packages, influence of the Bundestag on spending of funds
and limited participation in large rescue packages.
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The impact of the economic and financial crisis that started in 2008 is still being felt.

In November 2008, the European Commission launched a European Economic Recovery Plan with a view to
coordinate Member States’ action in response to the crisis.

In this context, the Study uses a combination of quantitative and qualitative methods in order to provide an overview of
the impact of the crisis across Member States and regions, in terms of economic, social and territorial cohesion, and to
assess the responses of cohesion policy to counteract the crisis.

Volume Il of the study (containing case studies on Italy, Germany, Poland and Bulgaria) is available under Annex.
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This study examines the strengths and weaknesses of dual education/apprenticeships and explores policy
developments in the EU- 28 in relation to the introduction and/or improvement of apprenticeship schemes. The study is
based on data from a variety of sources, including academic literature and in-depth research in 10 EU countries. It
identifies the characteristics of four main forms of VET delivery in relation to the role of work-based learning and
suggests ways that countries could promote apprenticeships within the context of their educational, social and
economic frameworks. It also provides recommendations to country and European policy makers that may be used to
improve the vocational and training offer across Europe.
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Uuringus anallusitakse kdérgkoolidesse vastuvotu korda kiimnes riigis, mille hulgas on Euroopa Liidu liikmesriike
(Prantsusmaa, Saksamaa, Itaalia, Sloveenia, Rootsi ja Suurbritannia), liks ELi kandidaatriik (Turgi) ning kolm riiki,
mida tavaliselt kasutatakse rahvusvahelistes vordlustes (Austraalia, Jaapan ja USA). Vastuvotusisteemide analliiis on
lUles ehitatud I&htuvalt kolmest teljest: vordsed vdimalused, kvaliteet ja ulidpilaste liikuvus.
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The procedure for elections to the European Parliament (EP) features only a limited set of principles common to all
Member States (MS). There is no 'harmonisation' of electoral thresholds, but MS may establish thresholds of no more
than 5%. In Germany, the new electoral act recently adopted by the Bundestag reduces the threshold applicable to
European elections from 5% to 3%. The German Constitutional Court had declared the previous electoral threshold
unconstitutional. It argued that the functions of the EP — and in particular the fact that it does not need to sustain an EU
government by means of stable majorities — do not justify the restriction of the principles of equal suffrage and of equal
opportunities for political parties.

This briefing updates the version published in July 2013, to take account of the February 2014 judgment of the
Constitutional Court.
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Kokkuvdte This briefing note is intended for MEPs on the European Parliament’'s Committee on Agriculture and Rural
Development visiting Bavaria in March 2014.
The intention of this paper is to set out Bavaria’s position in a national and European context by providing a general
overview of the state and a description of its farming and forestry sector, and ending with a look at CAP
implementation in Bavaria.
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Kokkuvdte The present note was requested by the Committee on Fisheries of the European Parliament for its Delegation to
Germany (24-26 Mars 2014). The note provides a review of the main characteristics of the German fisheries sector,
covering both the North and Baltic seas. It provides an overview of issues such as the legal and institutional
framework, fishﬁries management, catches, the fishing fleet, fishing industry, trade, employment, the fish market and
marine research.
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Kokkuvéte On 6 September 2012, the Governing Council of the European Central Bank (ECB) confirmed its President, Mario
Draghi’s announcement that the ECB would purchase government bonds on secondary markets, known as Outright
Monetary Transactions (OMT). Germany’s Federal Constitutional Court (BVerfG) was called upon to consider the
legality of OMT within a case on the constitutionality of German ratification of the European Stability Mechanism
(ESM).
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Kokkuvdte The objective of this briefing paper is to provide background information drawn from the international literature on
sexual exploitation and prostitution and its impact on gender equality in relation to the report of the Women'’s Rights
and Gender Equality Committee. The study concentrates on the debate on whether prostitution could be voluntary or
has rather to be regarded in any case as a violation of women’s human rights. It also presents an overview of the
policies on prostitution in the Member States as well as four case studies: Germany, the Netherlands, Spain, and
Sweden. Conclusions are presented with the view to enhance the debate.
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This report discusses the legal framework applicable to copyright contracts as well as the practices in artistic sectors. A
careful revision of the copyright provisions, contractual law principles and case law in 8 Member States is presented
together with a more specific analysis of a set of issues particularly relevant nowadays, such as collective bargaining,
digital exploitation, imbalanced contracts, and reversion rights, among others. A set of recommendations aiming at
improving the level of fairness in copyright contracts is proposed at the end of the study.
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Madrid, Spain), Sandro GLEAVE (Bundeskartellamt, Bonn, Germany), Frode STEEN (Norwegian School of
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Significant price changes on certain days in a week or periods of the year indicate that fuel price movements do not
exclusively depend on supply and demand. A number of Member States, for instance Germany, The United Kingdom
and Spain have already started to investigate the issue; instruments to enhance price transparency have been
established in some of them. The European Commission has launched enquiries. Fuel prices must now be reported to
the European Commission. Recently the OECD also published a report on the matter. The aim of the workshop is to
have a look into the development of fuel prices in the EU. The results of the discussion will feed into the deliberations
on competition policy in the ECON committee.
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In 2008, the European Commission presented a proposal for a Directive to address discrimination outside the
workplace based on the grounds of age, disability, sexual orientation, and on religion or belief.

While the European Parliament and Member States generally supported the proposal, some Member States have
expressed concerns, among others, in relation to the potential costs of the proposed Directive, its lack of legal certainty
and the lack of assessment of the costs and benefits that its implementation would place on service providers.

This study has therefore been commissioned by the European Parliament to facilitate agreement on the proposal by
providing insight into possible costs for Small and Medium Sized Enterprises (SMEs) and public service providers.
While most of the costs related to equal treatment measures will be very low, the assessment shows also that a range
of costs for these actors have a potential to be significant.
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This document was requested by the European Parliament's Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development. It
contains two notes, drawn up within the framework of the Workshop on 'Measures at farm level to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions from EU agriculture', which was held on 21 January 2014, during a COMAGRI meeting in Brussels.
Note 1:

Agriculture plays a key role in mitigating climate change. Mitigation measures at farm level have been shown to be
effective, and the new CAP reform should help increase their potential. Nevertheless, a precise definition of and
approach to these measures is needed in order to ensure that mitigation options at farm level are able to fulfil
European mitigation commitments over the coming years.

Note 2:

Ten measures, broken down into 26 sub-measures, related to agricultural practices, are proposed to reduce GHG
emissions in France. They are related to nitrogen fertilisation, carbon storage in soils and biomass, animal diets,
biogas production and energy savings. At EU level, the "green payment" of the new CAP can support the
implementation of three sub-measures (leguminous plants, buffer strips, hedges). The "greening equivalency" principle
may promote agroforestry, reduced tillage, cover crops and cover cropping. In the case of France, the abatement
calculated for these 7 sub-measures represents 23 % of the total abatement calculated for all measures.
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The decommissioning of the shutdown reactors in Bulgaria, Lithuania and Slovakia is financially supported by the
European Commission. The Budgetary Control Committee of the European Parliament has commissioned Oko-
Institute with a study that analyses the best practice of selected decommissioning projects and contrasts those with the
management in the three eastern European cases.

The study identified best practices in the organization of the decommissioning projects in Germany and France. The
comparison with the three eastern European countries identified several areas where the process organisation should
be urgently improved and a clearer attribution of responsibilities is required.
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Kéesolevas uurimuses anallilsitakse olemasolevaid tdendeid pikemate ja raskemate sdidukite kohta ja seda, millist
mdju vOib avaldada selliste Ulisuurte veoautode kasutamise lubamine kogu ELis, nagu see on Soomes ja Rootsis, kus
Ulisuured veoautod on juba lubatud tavaliiklusesse. Uurimus pdhineb kdnealuse valdkonna tahtsaimatest uurimustest
koosneval kirjanduse Ullevaatel ja juhtuuringutel, milles vaadeldakse kogemusi pikemate ja raskemate sdidukitega viies
liikmesriigis, kus need on lubatud voi testimisel. Lisaks sellele anallisitakse uurimuses olemasolevaid statistilisi
andmeid ja vaadeldakse Ulisuurte veoautode mdju seoses ELi eesmarkidega liiklusohutuse ja kasvuhoonegaaside
heite valdkonnas.
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Sookusimused, sooline vorddiguslikkus ja mitmekesisus

alusharidus | Belgia | demograafia ja rahvastik | Euroopa | GEOGRAAFIA | HARIDUS JA KOMMUNIKATSIOON |
lapsehoolduspuhkus | lastehooldus | Lati | Madalmaad | majandusgeograafia | naiste osalemine | naiste t66 | perekond
| perepoliitika | poliitiline geograafia | Prantsusmaa | Saksamaa | Slovakkia | sooline vérdsus | SOTSIAALKUSIMUSED
| sotsiaalne kaitse | téohdive | TOOHOIVE JA TOOTINGIMUSED | té6turg | todturg | viljakus | OIGUS | digused ja
vabadused | dpetamine | Ghiskondlik elu

In 2002, the European Council decided in Barcelona to set targets for the availability of childcare facilities. Member
States agreed to provide childcare by 2010 to at least 90% of children between 3 years old and the mandatory school
age and to at least 33% of children under 3 years of age. The Workshop organised by the Policy Department takes
stock of the situation in Belgium, France, Germany, Latvia, the Netherlands, and Slovakia. Besides, analyses are
presented of the effects of the crisis and to what extend the offer of childcare services has been combined with other
policies to encourage female employment and the reconciliation of work and family life.
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National Programme for Mass Surveillance of Personal Data in EU Member States and their Compatibility

with EU Law

Valjaande liik
Kuupaev

Parlamendivéline autor

Poliitikavaldkond

Marksona

Kokkuvdte

Uuring

Uuring
15-10-2013

Didier Bigo (Centre d’Etudes sur les Conflits, Liberté et Sécurité - CCLS , Sciences-Po Paris, France , King’s College,
London, the UK) , Sergio Carrera (Centre for European Policy Studies - CEPS) , Nicholas Hernanz (CEPS) , Julien
Jeandesboz (University of Amsterdam, the Netherlands; CCLS) , Joanna Parkin (CEPS) , Francesco Ragazzi (Leiden
University) and Amandine Scherrer (CCLS)

ELi digusslsteem ja -aktid | Vabadusel, turvalisusel ja digusel rajanev ala

Ameerika | Ameerika Uhendriigid | andmekaitse | andmekogumine | avalik kord | eraelu puutumatuse kaitse | Euroopa |
Euroopa ehitamine | EUROOPA LIIT | GEOGRAAFIA | HARIDUS JA KOMMUNIKATSIOON | infotehnoloogia ja
andmetootlus | isikuandmed | kaitse | Madalmaad | majandusgeograafia | POLIITIKA | poliitika ja avalik turvalisus |
poliitiline geograafia | poliitiline raamistik | Prantsusmaa | rahvusvaheline digus | RAHVUSVAHELISED SUHTED |
riiklik suverdansus | Rootsi | Saksamaa | salateenistus | teave ja infotd6tlus | vabadusel, turvalisusel ja digusel rajanev
ala | OIGUS | digused ja vabadused | digusriik | Uhendkuningriik

In the wake of the disclosures surrounding PRISM and other US surveillance programmes, this study makes an
assessment of the large-scale surveillance practices by a selection of EU member states: the UK, Sweden, France,
Germany and the Netherlands. Given the large-scale nature of surveillance practices at stake, which represent a
reconfiguration of traditional intelligence gathering, the study contends that an analysis of European surveillance
programmes cannot be reduced to a question of balance between data protection versus national security, but has to
be framed in terms of collective freedoms and democracy. It finds that four of the five EU member states selected for
in-depth examination are engaging in some form of large-scale interception and surveillance of communication data,
and identifies parallels and discrepancies between these programmes and the NSA-run operations. The study argues
that these surveillance programmes do not stand outside the realm of EU intervention but can be engaged from an EU
law perspective via (i) an understanding of national security in a democratic rule of law framework where fundamental
human rights standards and judicial oversight constitute key standards; (ii) the risks presented to the internal security
of the Union as a whole as well as the privacy of EU citizens as data owners, and (iii) the potential spillover into the
activities and responsibilities of EU agencies. The study then presents a set of policy recommendations to the
European Parliament.
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Lookout for Economic Developments and Risks in Selected Euro Area Member States
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Kuupaev
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Kokkuvdte

Uuring
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DE FINANCE Stanislas

Majandus- ja rahapoliitika kiisimused | Rahandus- ja panganduskisimused

Aasia ja Okeaania | Ameerika | Ameerika Uhendriigid | Euroopa | GEOGRAAFIA | Hispaania | lirimaa | Itaalia | Jaapan

| Kreeka | Kupros | Madalmaad | MAJANDUS | majandusanallids | majandusareng | majandusgeograafia | majanduslik

olukord | majandusnaéitaja | majandusstatistika | osalev riik | poliitiline geograafia | Portugal | Prantsusmaa | rahalised
suhted | RAHANDUS | Saksamaa | Sloveenia | Uhendkuningriik

Overview of the key indicators in selected Euro Area Member States. Latest economic and financial developments,
upcoming events and developments and 2013 country specific recommendations are summarised for Germany,
Ireland, Greece, Spain, France, Italy, Cyprus, Netherlands, Portugal and Slovenia. Euro area and US, the UK and
Japan are compared for general economic indicators, public finances, private sector debt and inequalities, trade and
competitiveness.
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Uuring
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Werner Eichhorst (IZA) , Michela Braga (Fondazione Rodolfo DeBenedetti), Andrea Broughton (Institute for
Employment Studies) , An de Coen (IDEA consult) , Henri Culot (UCL Leuven) , Filip Dorssemont (UCL Leuven) ,
Ulrike Famira-Muhlberger (WIFO) , Maarten Gerard (IDEA consult) , Ulrike Huemer (WIFO) , Michael J. Kendzia (1ZA) ,
Jakob Louis Pedersen (NIRAS) and Ewa Slezak (Krakow University of Economics)

ELi digusslisteem ja -aktid | T66hdive

ajutise t60hdive asutus | Belgia | Euroopa | Euroopa Liidu digus | EUROOPA LIIT | EU direktiiv | GEOGRAAFIA |
halduskontroll | iseregulatsioon | Itaalia | majandusgeograafia | parlamendi t66 | POLIITIKA | poliitiline geograafia |
Poola | rahvusvaheline t866igus | rahvusvaheline digus | Saksamaa | seaduse muutmine | Taani | tdidesaatev véim ja
avalik teenistus | TOOHOIVE JA TOOTINGIMUSED | t66turg | t666igus | t666igus ja todsuhted | OIGUS | digusallikad
ja éigusharud | Uhendkuningriik

This study provides an overview of the importance and activities of employment agencies as well as their legal
framework (WTO, ILO, EU) in the EU Member States and closely examines their role in selected countries, while
focusing on temporary work agencies, a significantly growing market within the EU. Due to limited data, there is no
clear-cut result on the agencies’ longer-term impact. However, the four identified market types (market driven, social
dialogue based, legislator driven and emerging markets) are analysed through country cases regarding national
regulations, the treatment of workers and everyday functioning of the agencies. It becomes evident that there is a wide
diversity of the branch, which needs to be taken into account when reviewing EU Directive 2008/104/EC.
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Country Report on Germany - for the Study on "Member States' Policies for Children with Disabilities"

Valjaande liik
Kuupaev
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Kokkuvdte

Uuring
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ELi 6igusslsteem ja -aktid | Haridus | Sotsiaalpoliitika | Vabadusel, turvalisusel ja 6igusel rajanev ala

demograafia ja rahvastik | diskrimineerimine puude alusel | Euroopa | GEOGRAAFIA | haridus | HARIDUS JA
KOMMUNIKATSIOON | hariduse kattesaadavus | laps | laste digused | majandusgeograafia | poliitiine geograafia |
puudega inimene | rahvusvaheline poliitika | RAHVUSVAHELISED SUHTED | Saksamaa_| seaduse rakendamine |
SOTSIAALKUSIMUSED | sotsiaalne raamistik | sotsiaalne uurimus | sotsiaaldigusaktid | OIGUS | digusallikad ja
digusharud | 6igused ja vabadused | Ghiskondlik elu | URO konventsioon

This study looks at the situation of children with disabilities in Germany to identify the gaps in the legal frameworks and
its implementation, the obstacles faced by children with disabilities and best practices. This country study is part of a
larger study which analyses 18 Member States. Based on a comparative analysis of the country studies, the report
‘Study on Member States' Policies for Children with Disabilities’ (see under PE 474.416) provides some
recommendations for EU action to enhance the situation of children with disabilities.
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Majandus- ja rahapoliitika kiisimused | Piirkondlik areng | Sotsiaalpoliitika

Berliin | Euroopa | Euroopa ehitamine | Euroopa Liidu liikmesriikide regioonid | Euroopa Liidu rahalised vahendid |
EUROOPA LIIT | GEOGRAAFIA | haldusliksus | koostdopoliitika | MAJANDUS | majandusgeograafia | majanduslik ja
sotsiaalne Uhtekuuluvus | majandusstruktuur | piirililene koosto6 | piirkondlik erinevus | piirkonnad ja piirkonnapoliitika |
POLIITIKA | poliitiline geograafia | poliitiline institutsioon | poliitiline raamistik | rahvamajandus | RAHVUSVAHELISED
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This note provides an overview of Germany's socio-economic, political and administrative framework for EU Cohesion
policy. With a focus on the state of Berlin, it presents the Operational Programmes 2007 - 2013 as well as the main
policy objectives. The paper gives also an insight into the German view on the future of Cohesion policy and the
preparation of the programming period 2014 - 2020.

The note has been prepared in the context of the Committee on Regional Development's delegation to Berlin, 16 - 18
June 2013.
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kohtlemine | OIGUS | digusallikad ja 6igusharud | digused ja vabadused | Uhendkuningriik

Kokkuvdte The majority of the EU Member States does not have a legislation imposing a gender quota in corporate boards and
top-management. The following notes present the main characteristics of the national situations regarding the gender
balance in top management positions and corporate board diversity in three of these Member States: UK, Germany
and Hungary. They analyse the corporate governance policy and the obstacles to a better gender diversity.
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Best Practices of Parliamentary Committee Cooperation
Valjaande liik Analuis
Kuupéev 15-02-2013
Parlamendivaline autor Maja Andlovic
Poliitikavaldkond ELi demokraatia, institutsiooniline digus ning parlamendi t66d kasitlevad eeskirjad

Marksdna Belgia | ELi institutsioonid ja Euroopa avalik teenistus | Euroopa | EUROOPA LIIT | Euroopa Néukogu | Euroopa
organisatsioonid | Euroopa Parlament | GEOGRAAFIA | institutsioonide tegevus | Itaalia | majandusgeograafia |
parlamendikomisjon | parlament | POLIITIKA | poliitiline geograafia | Poola | Prantsusmaa | RAHVUSVAHELISED
ORGANISATSIOONID | Rootsi | Saksamaa | Soome | Taani

Kokkuvdte The present briefing paper provides a comprehensive summary of best practices of parliamentary committee
cooperation in selected EU national parliaments in order to put forward recommendations and policy-relevant advices
for decisionmakers. An analysis is based on the results from a survey conducted in the EU member states.
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Compilation of Briefing Papers on Consumer Vulnerability
Valjaande liik Uuring
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Christian Twigg-Flesner (University of Hull, United Kingdom)
Estonian Law :
Karin Sein (University of Tartu, Estonia)
German Law :
Hans Schulte-No6lke, Shaun Charlton and Wiebke VoR (European Legal Studies Institute Osnabriick, Germany)
Spanish Law :
Begofia Alfonso de la Riva (LL.M., Saarbriicken), LL.M. Tax (Osnabrick), José Carlos de Medeiros Nobrega (LL.M.
European Legal Studies Institute Osnabruick, Germany)

Poliitikavaldkond ELi digussusteem ja -aktid | Tarbijakaitse | Teaduspoliitika | Transport

Marksdna Eesti | Euroopa | Euroopa Liidu liikmesriikide regioonid | GEOGRAAFIA | Hispaania | Inglismaa | KAUBANDUS |
majandusgeograafia | poliitiline geograafia | riigisisene digus | Saksamaa | Taani | tarbijakaitse | tarbimine | tootja
vastutus | tsiviildigus | OIGUS | digusallikad ja 6igusharud

Kokkuvdte This set of Briefing Papers assesses the current legislation and policy measures with regard to consumer vulnerability
in five Member States: Denmark, Estonia, Germany, Spain and the United Kingdom. The focus is on e-commerce,
telecommunications and utilities contracts, and transport.
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Marksdna Belgia | ETTEVOTLUS JA KONKURENTS | Euroopa | GEOGRAAFIA | Hispaania | Itaalia | konkurents | Kreeka |
Madalmaad | MAJANDUS | majandusgeograafia | majanduspoliitika | mere- ja siseveetransport | meresoit | poliitiline
geograafia | Prantsusmaa | RAHANDUS | rahastamine ja investeerimine | riigiabi | riigiabi kontroll | riiklik finantseering |
sadamapoliitika | Saksamaa | Sloveenia | TRANSPORT | Uhendkuningriik

Kokkuvdte Kaesolevas uuringus vaadeldakse ELi riigiabi eeskirjade kohaldamist infrastruktuuri investeeringutele meresadamate
sektoris ja vorreldakse eri tlilipi sadamakorralduse alusel viimaseid naiteid riigiabi kohta ELi pdhja- ja Idunapiirkonna
meresadamatele. Uuringu tulemusi saab kasutada ELi sadamapoliitika edasises arutelus transpordi- ja
turismikomisjonis (TRAN).
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Lessons Learnt from the Implementation of the EU Mediation Directive in Germany : the Point of View of
Lawyers

Valjaande liik Analuis
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Parlamendivaline autor Christian Duve, MPA (Harvard)

Poliitikavaldkond ELi digussiisteem ja -aktid

Marksdna avalik-6igusliku ameti kandja | Euroopa | Euroopa Liidu digus | EUROOPA LIIT | GEOGRAAFIA | KAUBANDUS |
kaubanduspoliitika | liidu diguse riigisisene rakendamine_| majandusgeograafia | poliitiline geograafia | Saksamaa |
tsiviildigus | tsiviildigus | vahekohtumenetlus | aridigus | OIGUS | digus | diguskorraldus

Kokkuvdte Germany has to date not implemented the Mediation Directive. The government has drafted a mediation law. Both the
Mediation Directive and the Mediation draft law merit approval as they retain mediation’s inherent flexibility. The most
significant problem in practice is how confidential information from the mediation can be excluded as evidence in
subsequent proceedings.
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The Franco-German agreement on an elective ‘community of accrued gains’ matrimonial property regime
Valjaande liik Analuls
Kuupéev 30-11-2010
Parlamendivaline autor Eva Becker, Rechtsanwaltin, Junggeburth & Becker Rechtsanwalte, Berlin

Poliitikavaldkond Rahvusvaheline avalik digus | Rahvusvaheline eradigus ja digusalane koostdo tsiviilasjades | Vabadusel, turvalisusel
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Marksona abielulahutus | abieludigus | Euroopa | GEOGRAAFIA | kahepoolne leping | majandusgeograafia | perekond | poliitiline
geograafia | Prantsusmaa | rahvusvaheline eradigus | rahvusvaheline poliitika | rahvusvaheline digus |
RAHVUSVAHELISED SUHTED | Saksamaa | SOTSIAALKUSIMUSED | OIGUS

Kokkuvdte On 4 February 2010 Germany and France concluded an agreement on an elective ‘community of accrued gains’
matrimonial property regime. The ratification of this agreement will mean that for the first time a uniform set of
substantive family law provisions will enter into force in both countries. The agreement is of European significance
because in the past substantive family law did not seem susceptible of harmonisation at European level, even though
the growing number of family relationships with an multi-national dimension means that there is a need for greater
uniformity in substantive family law.
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Protection of Children in Proceedings
Valjaande liik Anallus
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Parlamendivaline autor Advokat Mia Reich Sjégren, Advokaterna Sverker och Mia Reich Sjogren AB, Gothenburg, Sweden
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vordoiguslikkus ja mitmekesisus

Marksdna Euroopa | Euroopa Liidu likmesriikide regioonid | GEOGRAAFIA | lirimaa | Inglismaa | Itaalia | kohtumenetlus | laste
digused | lastekaitse | majandusgeograafia | poliitiine geograafia | Rootsi | Saksamaa | SOTSIAALKUSIMUSED |
OIGUS | 6igus | digused ja vabadused | Ghiskondlik elu | Sotimaa

Kokkuvdte Children’s rights are heard and protected in proceedings in all European Member States. Although a child’s rights are
heard in all Member States, there are substantial differences in the provisions governing how these rights are heard.
Recent changes have been major, particularly regarding children's involvement in legal proceedings. The ways
children are represented and how their views are considered have made a difference, though much remains to be
done. Social and family structure changes have evolved quickly; the law has had to develop alongside it.
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This note provides a short overview of Germany's economic, political and administrative set-up and of the specificities
of the metropolitan region Rhine-Neckar with the cities of Mannheim, Heidelberg and Ludwigshafen. It then describes
the support from the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) within those territories. The note has been
prepared in the context of the Committee on Regional Development's delegation to the metropolitan region Rhine-
Neckar, 23 - 25 June 2010.
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As was to be expected, the judgment of the German Federal Constitutional Court on the ratification of the Lisbon
Treaty has engendered a lively debate both in the wider public and in academia. This study evaluates academic
interpretations of the verdict. It focuses on the three constitutional issues raised by the Court: democracy at the
European level, constitutional identity of the Member States and political sovereignty. Recent initiatives of the
European Parliament and new provisions introduced by the Lisbon Treaty are assessed in view of the arguments
raised in European constitutional scholarship.
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This study will focus on the programming period 2000-2006, analysing financial management and control issues in
relation with the ERDF measures implemented in Germany, Spain and the United Kingdom representing some 43% of
total ERDF resources. To date, there is limited evidence of the effectiveness of ERDF support in the three Member
States whereas the effectiveness of the European Commission’s supervisory function remains constrained in
improving Member State financial management and control systems. Consequently the study recommends amongst
other things, a more systematic and harmonised evaluation of effectiveness and additionality across all Member
States, more comprehensive European Commission reporting on irregularities, and an intensification of cooperation
between the Member States’ audit authorities.
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On the 16th of March 2009 the Policy Department in DG-EXPO organised a workshop on behalf of the Subcommittee
on Security and Defence (SEDE). The theme of the workshop centred upon the complex of issues resulting from the
large amount of war remnants that were dumped in the Baltic Sea following the two World Wars of the twentieth
century. The technological, environmental, and financial aspects of the debate were covered as well as the
contemporary political controversies related to gas supply lines. This combination of political, historical and technical
issues resulted in a rich exchange between Members of the European Parliament and external experts.

This workshop summary provides an overview on the issues raised during the meeting. It is not intended as a verbatim
reproduction of the event. The summary and programme are used as a means to disseminate the workshop
presentations which should be useful to those interested in the details of the presentations as well as those who were
unable to attend.
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Executive summary

Potential environmental and human health effects resulting from the dumping of World War | and World War ll-era
conventional and chemical weapons in the Baltic Sea are of continuing concern. It is not possible to identify, and safely
recover or otherwise ‘remediate’ all of the munitions that have been dumped. Some munitions will continue to be
uncovered inadvertently. Therefore, procedures for the identification and reporting of recovered munitions should be
maintained and, where possible, strengthened. Estimating an overall cost for the recovery and remediation of all
dumped munitions is problematic. A standard operating procedure for the disposal of such weapons is to detonate
individual munitions that are judged to pose a clear and present threat. Techniques for locating and handling munitions
at varying depths and databases of geographic, environmental and other information continue to be developed.

The paper recommends that any policy approach to the recovery and remediation of dumped munitions should be
reasoned and balanced. Any decision to recover or remediate dumped munitions should be informed by technical and
scientific requirements, and any policy process should be guided by these principles. Further efforts should be carried
out to achieve common understanding on risk (quantitative and qualitative) and the implementation of appropriate risk
management strategies.
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This study provides an in-depth and objective comparative analysis of the national provisions of private law and private
international law in the field of authentic instruments with special focus on their mutual recognition and enforcement
within selected EU Member States. The results of this comparative analysis serve as a basis for evaluating if a
legislative initiative of the European Union in this field is worthwhile or necessary. For that purpose, the study contains
some proposals on the legal basis and the form as well as on the scope and the content of a possible regulatory
intervention by the European Union.
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The United States Government plans to deploy 10 interceptors in Poland and a radar installation in the Czech
Republic. This has caused a stir in political and military circles in both Europe and Russia. This study examines the US
proposals and their possible implications for Europe. It makes an assessment of the degree to which defences might
enhance European security and sets out the parameters of a European approach towards missile defence.

The first section of the study evaluates the nature, extent and quality of threats from ballistic missiles to EU territory -
especially in relation to their deployment with WMD warheads.

The second section maps the nature, extent and quality of existing missile defence capabilities. It provides an
assessment of the state of US missile defence plans and programmes, examines the reasons behind the US
requirement for a missile defence site in Europe, and also considers NATO'’s activities in missile defence.

The third section provides observations on the wider strategic implications of the US proposed deployments in Eastern
Europe, including its impact on strategic stability, relations with Russia and with NATO, tackling rogue states, moving
into space, industrial policy and on arms control.

The fourth section provides a brief glimpse of the national positions of some of the key European countries involved in
this debate — Poland, Czech Republic, France, Germany and the UK.

This fifth section explores: the differences in perception and approach between the US Administration and the
Europeans; the particular role that missile defence might play within overall European counter-proliferation strategy;
and assesses some of the outstanding issues that need to be addressed as part of a balanced European approach.
The study concludes that there is no logical, military or moral reason why Europe should accept vulnerability against
ballistic missile attack, if and when that vulnerability becomes apparent and where it is possible to
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Kokkuvdte The aim of this briefing is to give a general overview of the German economy and its prospects in the medium term. It
is based on the list of criteria of the Stability and Growth Pact and on the fourth update of the German Stability
Programme, presented on 18 December 2002. Subsequent changes in the economic outlook were taken into account
where new data and forecasts have become available.
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Kokkuvdte The study is a resource text for Members of the EP Delegation to the European Convention and other participants and
observers of the Convention and its Working Groups. It provides a succinct comparative description and evaluation of
the attribution of powers and the resolution of disputes in four selected federal systems (USA, Germany, Switzerland
and Belgium), with some short comments on the European Union's own system of multi-level governance.
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Kokkuvdte This study seeks to provide members with a short overview of the problems arising at national level in management of
the structural funds at a time when new regulations for these funds are entering into force. Many of the irregularities in
financial management of the EU budget, which have in the past prevented the European Court of Auditors from
granting a positive 'Statement of Assurance' as required by Article 248 of the EC Treaty, arise in this context.
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