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This economic assessment of EU state aid principles and practises related to the COVID-19 pandemic confirms the
clear focus on maintaining the level playing field in the EU single market. Future monitoring and policy fine-tuning,
focusing on SMEs, and keeping all Member States involved are the main challenges. Moreover, current policies fail to
incorporate a strong focus on broader, strategic policy goals like the green and digital transformation of the European
economy or the enhancing of EU firms’ global competitiveness.

This document was prepared by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the
request of the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON).
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On 8 January 2019, Banca Carige’s temporary administrators issued a press statement setting out some initiatives
they have taken to secure the future of the bank. This briefing contains background information on the case of Banca
Carige and links the initiatives taken to respective legal requirements stemming from the Bank Recovery and
Resolution Directive (BRRD) and the rules for State Aid (SA).
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This paper is part of a series of five studies on mis-selling of financial products in the EU. The paper analyses three
important and highly publicised cases of mis-selling of investment products to retail clients, featuring interesting legal
particularities: the Citibank case, the Dexia case and the Fortis case. On the basis of this analysis, the paper draws a
number of conclusions on the national and EU regulatory framework in respect of investor compensation. This
document was provided by Policy Department A at the request of the ECON Committee.
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Competition in the aviation sector pertains to different sets of rules, competition law on the one hand and, given the
cross-border interdependencies of transport markets, international rules on the other hand. The workshop aimed to
examine the current situation of competition in air transport using the proposed regulation on Safeguarding competition
in air transport, repealing Regulation (EC) No 868/2004 as a practical example and starting point for the discussion.
The Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON) has prepared a legislative opinion to this dossier.
X?fig W?élésg?\lp; was prepared by Policy Department A at the request of the Committee on Economic and Monetary

airs .
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State aid involves the transfer of state resources. These are resources which are controlled by public authorities. EU
funds which are granted directly to undertakings without coming under the control of a public authority of a Member
State cannot be considered to be state resources. However, EU funds channelled through managing authorities
become state resources and can constitute state aid if all the other criteria of Article 107(1) TFEU are satisfied.

EN

Interim evaluation of Horizon 2020

Valjaande liik
Kuupaev
Autor

Poliitikavaldkond

18-04-2024

Marksona

Kokkuvdte

Briefing

Briefing

21-03-2018

REILLON Vincent
Eelarve | Teaduspoliitika

avalik-eradiguslik seltsing/Uhing | dokumentatsioon | ETTEVOTLUS JA KONKURENTS | halduslik Iabipaistvus |
HARIDUS JA KOMMUNIKATSIOON | hindamismeetod | konkurents | koostdopoliitika | koostédpoliitika | MAJANDUS |
majanduspoliitika | POLIITIKA | RAHVUSVAHELISED SUHTED | riigiabi | riigiabi kontroll | teabelevi | teadus- ja
arendustegevuse raamprogramm | TOOTMINE, TEHNOLOOGIA JA UURIMINE | téaidesaatev vdim ja avalik teenistus |
uurimine ja intellektuaalomand

As required by the regulation, the interim evaluation of Horizon 2020 — the European Union (EU) framework
programme (FP) for research and innovation — began in October 2016 with a public consultation to gather feedback
from stakeholders three years in. The Commission performed its own mid-term evaluation and asked experts to
evaluate the programme’s specific instruments. In parallel, the European Parliament, the Council of the EU and the
advisory committees conducted their own, separate evaluations of the programme. The Commission adopted its
conclusions on the interim evaluation of Horizon 2020 in January 2018, confirming that the programme was relevant
and presented clear EU added value. Implementation was considered to be efficient and the first results suggested
that the programme was also effective in reaching its objectives. The integration of research and innovation and the
Horizon 2020 pillar structure provided for greater internal coherence compared with previous framework programmes.
All the evaluations highlighted four key issues to be addressed by the next FP. First, the programme budget needs to
match better the funding required to bring the success rate back to acceptable levels. Second, the unbalanced
distribution of FP funding across the EU raises concerns regarding the impact of the use of the excellence criterion and
calls for changes to enable the various EU funds to generate more synergistic effects so as to maintain EU
competitiveness and promote EU cohesion in research and innovation. Third, the evaluations highlight the will to
improve the shared, multi-level governance between the EU, Member States and regions and to promote the co-
design and co-construction of the FP with the public and civil society. Finally, there is widespread agreement that the
EU research and innovation funding landscape has become too complex and should be streamlined, questioning the
EU added value of each of the instruments and partnerships.
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European Union funding co-managed by Member State authorities is considered to be a state resource that may only
be granted in conformity with the rules on state aid. Compliance with both state aid and Structural Funds’ rules
appears to be problematic, hence this study identifies the relevant issues in the interface between these two sets of
rules and makes proposals to facilitate compliance.
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This note, prepared by Policy Department A for the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs, summarises the
main points presented by the study on Competition policy and an internal energy market with a view to achieve an
effectively working internal market in this sector.
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Euroopa Liidu toimimise lepingu artiklitega 101-109 reguleeritakse konkurentsi siseturul. Nende satete kohaselt on
konkurentsi piiravad kokkulepped ettevotete vahel keelatud. Turgu valitsevatel ettevotetel on keelatud oma positsiooni
kuritarvitada ja nii likmesriikide vahelist kaubandust piirata. Ettevdtete koondumist ja omandamist, juhul kui need on
olulised kogu liidu jaoks, kontrollib Euroopa Komisjon ja need vdidakse teatavatel juhtudel keelata. Konkurentsi
moonutava riigiabi andmine teatavatele ettevotetele voi toodetele on keelatud, kuid ménel juhul voib see olla lubatud.
Konkurentsieeskirjad kehtivad ka riigi osalusega ariuhingute, avalike teenuste ja uldhuviteenuste suhtes. Kui seatud
eesmarkide taitmine neid ettevotteid ja teenuseid ohustab, vdib konkurentsieeskirjad tuhistada.
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Bioenergy, which is generally produced from plants such as agricultural crops or trees, comes in various forms. Wood
and other solid biomass are commonly used for heating and electricity generation. Liquid biofuels for transport and
other purposes are mainly made from food and feed crops, but can also be produced from waste and residues.
Bioenergy can also be delivered in the form of gas. Bioenergy is a renewable but finite energy source, and considered
as climate-friendly because the carbon which is emitted during combustion was removed from the atmosphere during
growth of the biomass and will be removed again after some time if new plants are grown. However, its production and
use has environmental impacts and the climate benefits may vary. The existing Renewable Energy Directive sets
mandatory sustainability and greenhouse gas saving criteria for biofuels. For forest biomass, the Commission issued
recommendations, but these are not uniformly implemented in the Member States. In November 2016, the
Commission proposed a revised Renewable Energy Directive which includes mandatory sustainability criteria for both
biofuels and biomass. The European Parliament supports sustainability criteria for bioenergy, and highlighted the
sustainability issues of forest biomass in its June 2016 resolution on renewable energy. Stakeholder reactions to the
Commission proposal have been mixed. While environmental NGOs called for stricter criteria, the bioenergy industries
warned that tighter limits on conventional biofuels hinder the decarbonisation of the transport sector. Farmers and
forest owners expressed concern about additional economic and administrative burden and stressed the principle of
subsidiarity in forest policies.
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This note provides a summary of 4 expert papers assessing the role of precautionary recapitalisation in the Banking
Union.
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Banca Monte dei Paschi di Siena S.p.A. (MPS) is the fifth largest bank in Italy, holding total assets of around EUR 153
billion as of 31 December 2016 (against EUR 214 billion at the end of 2008). This briefing is based on publicly
available information and provides an overview of the latest developments.
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The €6 396.6 million European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF) is the smallest of the European Structural and
Investment Funds for the 2014-2020 period, but it is the major financial tool supporting the EU common fisheries policy
(CFP). Slightly less than half of the Fund is dedicated to promoting sustainable fisheries and to fostering sustainable
aquaculture. Another significant share contributes to proper implementation of the CFP, particularly for data collection
and science-based needs, and control and enforcement of rules. A small part of the EMFF is also aimed at supporting
an integrated maritime policy (IMP) for the EU.
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The study will describe the challenges for competition policy in relation to the internal energy market. It explores the
specific topics related to the internal energy market and analyses the competition policy issues arising from the topics.
The study will mainly focus on competition policy and its instruments such as anti-trust laws, merger regulation, sector
regulation and State aid. Other policy fields fall outside the scope. This presentation of the approach and preliminary
results was prepared by Policy Department A at the request of the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs.
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Serving as access points to Europe, the European Union's approximately 1 200 seaports are crucial both for its
transport sector and its competitiveness. They also have significant potential for creating jobs and attracting investors.
The European Commission plans to redress the huge disparities in performance levels by modernising the port
services offered by the EU’s 329 main seaports. The reform is aimed at eliminating unfair competition, guaranteeing a
level playing field and improving the commercial efficiency of ports. Two previous attempts to liberalise port services (in
2001 and 2004) provoked controversy, particularly regarding their social/labour market aspects, and were rejected by
the European Parliament. The latest initiative combines a legislative and a 'soft' approach. The previously contentious
cargo handling and passenger services will not be opened up to the market through legislation. Instead, the
Commission is focusing on establishing a clear framework for market access to port services and common rules on the
transparency of public funding for ports and the charges for users. The 'soft' approach comprises an action plan and
the launch of sectoral social dialogue. This briefing updates an earlier edition, of 6 December 2016, PE 595.829.
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The aim of this study is to provide a synthetic input about the practical implementation of the legislative framework
governing financial instruments in the 2014-2020 programming period. Based on the analysis of the previous and the
current EU legislation, policy documents and the first experiences of Member States, this study presents
recommendations on how to remove obstacles and on how to improve the use of financial instruments.
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The proposal for a directive on 'Rules against tax avoidance practices that directly affect the functioning of the internal
market' was one of two legislative proposals of the 28 January 2016 European Commission 'anti-tax-avoidance
package'. Linked with the OECD/G20 Base erosion and profit shifting action plan (BEPS), it targets schemes where
corporate taxpayers operating businesses in several countries take advantage of disparities and loopholes to reduce
their tax bills. The objective is to realign corporate taxation with the relevant business substance (income) of the
corporate taxpayer, fighting against aggressive corporate tax avoidance. The proposal for a directive sets legally
binding minimum standards for six practices. Three of these are included in the BEPS action plan (interest limitation
rules, controlled foreign company rules, and rules on hybrid mismatches). The other three (a general anti-abuse rule,
exit taxation rules and a switchover clause) came out of discussions on the common consolidated corporate tax base
(CCCTB) proposal. As a tax measure, Parliament is only consulted, with the proposal adopted by the Council. As
finally adopted, the directive covers all these six aspects with the exception of the switchover clause and changes to
the rules on the controlled foreign companies (CFC) rules. This briefing updates a previous edition, of 3 June 2016: PE
583.804.
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Since 1 January 2016 it is mandatory under the Bank Recovery and Resolution Directive (BRRD) to bail-in
shareholders and creditors for a minimum amount of 8% of total liabilities before any funds from the Single Resolution
Fund may be injected into a bank under resolution. A number of national competent authorities therefore triggered the
resolution of weak banks before the deadline of 31 December 2015. However, since 2013 EU State aid rules have
imposed (the "2013 Banking Communication") that subordinated creditors contribute to the maximum extent (bail-in) to
the restructuring of State-aided institutions. All the resolution cases presented below and approved by the European
Commission have complied with the State-aid requirement to bail-in subordinated creditors.
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Kokkuvdte This legal study researches the influence on tax law and practice in the overseas areas of the Member States by state
aid rules, secondary EU tax law and the Overseas Association Decision. The state aid rules and secondary EU tax law
apply to the Outermost Regions, Gibraltar and the Aland Islands and not to the Overseas Countries and Territories and
the Crown Dependencies, although the Savings Directive applies atypically. An amendment of the Overseas
Association Decision might provide a solution.

This document was prepared by Policy Department A at the request of the TAXE2 Committee.
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Kokkuvéte Since 1 January 2016 it has become mandatory under the BRRD to bail-in shareholders and creditors for a minimum
amount of 8% of total liabilities before any SRF fund be injected into banks under resolution.
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Kokkuvdte Which advice can scientific expertise and policy experience offer to EU institutions and decision-making as they
attempt to combine national (tax) preferences and EU-wide reforms in the tax field? What are the features of tax
rulings in general and of the tax rulings practices in various EU Member States? What are the challenges that EU tax
policy makers will face as they move towards a more transparent tax environment and enhance the automatic
exchange of (tax) information? Which options of reform are available to counter profit shifting and tax base erosion, in
particular for services and non-tangible goods? Do state aid rules always have a role to play in this context? As EU
main trading partners do not have a state aid regime in place, what are the economic implications for the EU of a wide
adoption of OECD’s action plan on base erosion and profit shifting (BEPS)?

This leaflet provides a compilation of papers in these areas, prepared by the European Parliament’s Policy Department
A: Economic and Scientific Policy.
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Kokkuvdte Multinational companies (MNCs) can use aggressive tax planning methods in order to reach very low effective tax
rates. Amplified public and political attention to aggressive corporate tax planning practises has increased pressure to
change the existing situation. Scrutiny of existing practices to find solutions is a generally recognised policy priority of
the European Parliament (EP). Please click here for the full publication in PDF format
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This paper forms part of a series of analytical pieces on various key tax issues, prepared by Policy Department A at
the request of the Special TAXE Committee. It sets out how tax rulings can be subject to state aid scrutiny if they lead
to a beneficial tax treatment of a particular undertaking that is not in line with the normal application of national tax law.
However, a deviation from national law in itself is not always an indicator of selective aid. As national law is the only
relevant benchmark, the state aid regime is not designed to impose particular doctrines or best practices on the tax
systems of Member States.
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This paper forms part of a series of analytical pieces on various key tax issues, prepared by Policy Department A at
the request of the TAXE Special Committee of the European Parliament. It deals with the need for information
exchange between sovereign states on tax-related issues, which is increasing rapidly. In this vein, the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) and the EU have developed better instruments of information
exchange. The OECD has enlarged the scope of Articles 26, 27 of the OECD Model Tax Convention (MTC) and has in
parallel proposed a specific Tax Information Exchange Agreement (TIEA) Model. Both sources have been increasingly
used in the bilateral treaty practice. In parallel, the EU has enacted two new directives: the Directive concerning Mutual
Assistance for the Recovery of Claims and the Directive on Administrative Cooperation. This paper aims at providing a
systematic overview of recent developments (including on the concept of 'automatic exchange') and explains the
content and function of the legal sources delimiting each other. The paper also deals with the legal protection of
taxpayers, especially with the protection of personal data and commercial, industrial, business and professional
secrets. It emphasizes the necessity of an international tax secret as an EU minimum standard.
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This paper forms part of a series of analytical pieces on various key tax issues, prepared by Policy Department A at
the request of the TAXE Special Committee of the European Parliament. This paper contributes to the current debate
on Intellectual Property (IP) Box regimes, IP tax planning and OECD’s base erosion and profit shifting (BEPS) project.
The aim is three-fold: First, to provide a systematic overview of the 12 IP Box regimes in place in Europe by the end of
2014, and present effective tax rates associated with the IP Box regimes and the use of popular IP tax planning
modes; second, to evaluate the IP box regimes on the basis of the EU State Aid rules and the EU Code of Conduct for
business taxation; third, to discuss options to reform the taxation of IP income in order to counter profit shifting and tax
base erosion.

EN

Allikas : © Euroopa Liit, 2024 - EP


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/et/document/IPOL_IDA(2015)563453
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2015/563453/IPOL_IDA(2015)563453_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/et/document/IPOL_STU(2015)563452
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/et/document/IPOL_STU(2015)563452
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2015/563452/IPOL_STU(2015)563452_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/et/document/IPOL_IDA(2015)563454
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2015/563454/IPOL_IDA(2015)563454_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/et/legal-notice

EU competition policy: key to a fair Single Market
Valjaande liik Analuis
Kuupaev 02-06-2014
Autor SZCZEPANSKI Marcin
Poliitikavaldkond Majandus- ja rahapoliitika kisimused | Rahandus- ja panganduskuisimused | Siseturg ja tolliliit

Markséna ELi institutsioonid ja Euroopa avalik teenistus | ELi konkurentsipoliitika | ETTEVOTLUS JA KONKURENTS | Euroopa
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Kokkuvdte The aim of EU competition policy is to safeguard the Single Market by ensuring that enterprises can compete on equal
terms. Competition policy encompasses a wide range of areas: antitrust and cartels, merger examination, state aid, the
liberalisation of markets and international cooperation. Recent developments include the private antitrust damages
actions directive, the recommendation on collective redress and complex modernisation of the state aid rules. Finding
effective deterrents to cartels as well as the appropriate use of settlements, commitments and leniency programmes,
remain a challenge.
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EU and US competition policies: Similar objectives, different approaches
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Kokkuvdte Both the EU and the US have well-developed competition policies that aim to prevent and penalise anticompetitive
behaviour. Although the EU and US systems share similar aims, there are a number of significant differences. The EU
has an administrative system for antitrust enforcement, in which companies are penalised with fines. In contrast, US
antitrust enforcement is based on criminal law, with financial and custodial penalties against individuals.
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Port Services: Initial Appraisal of the Commission's Impact Assessment
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Mérkséna ETTEVOTLUS JA KONKURENTS | Euroopa ehitamine | EUROOPA LIIT | KAUBANDUS | kaubanduspoliitika |
konkurents | konkurentsivabaduse kontroll | mere- ja siseveetransport | meresait | riigiabi kontroll | sadama
administratsioon | sadamaliiklus | TRANSPORT | turulepaas | Uhine sadamapoliitika | Ghtne turg | Uleeuroopaline vork

Kokkuvdte This note seeks to provide an initial analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the European Commission's Impact
Assessment accompanying its proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a
framework on the market access to port services and the financial transparency of ports (COM (2013) 296), submitted
on 23 May 2013.

It analyses whether the principal criteria laid down in the Commission’s own Impact Assessment Guidelines, as well as
additional factors identified by the Parliament in its Impact Assessment Handbook, appear to be met by the IA. It does
not attempt to deal with the substance of the proposal.
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ETTEVOTLUS JA KONKURENTS | Euroopa ehitamine | EUROOPA LIIT | HARIDUS JA KOMMUNIKATSIOON |
innovatsioon | KAUBANDUS | kaubanduspoliitika | kommunikatsioon | konkurents | riigiabi kontroll |
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Kokkuvdte This study researches the link between competition policy and economic growth. In particular, the authors investigate
the contribution from the competition instruments — antitrust, merger control, sector specific measures, liberalisation
and State aid — to achieve the goals of the EU 2020 Strategy. The analysis is based on ten case studies of practical
application of competition instruments in various sectors, such as energy, postal, telecommunication, transport,
manufacturing and financial services. The authors conclude that competition policy contributes significantly to the EU
2020 Strategy and to economic growth, and the authors make recommendations for improvements of competition
policy to further strengthen that contribution.

Uuring EN

18-04-2024 Allikas : © Euroopa Liit, 2024 - EP


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/et/document/LDM_BRI(2014)140814
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/bibliotheque/briefing/2014/140814/LDM_BRI(2014)140814_REV1_EN.pdf
https://youtu.be/Fa1vPxNt5pM
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/et/document/LDM_BRI(2014)140779
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/bibliotheque/briefing/2014/140779/LDM_BRI(2014)140779_REV1_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/et/document/IPOL-JOIN_NT(2013)514080
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/note/join/2013/514080/IPOL-JOIN_NT(2013)514080_DE.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/note/join/2013/514080/IPOL-JOIN_NT(2013)514080_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/note/join/2013/514080/IPOL-JOIN_NT(2013)514080_FR.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/et/document/IPOL-ECON_ET(2013)492479
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2013/492479/IPOL-ECON_ET(2013)492479_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/et/legal-notice

Annual report on competition policy
Valjaande liik Luhitutvustus
Kuupaev 06-06-2013
Autor SZCZEPANSKI Marcin
Poliitikavaldkond Majandus- ja rahapoliitika kiisimused

Marksdéna dokumentatsioon | ELi konkurentsipoliitika | ENERGEETIKA | energiapoliitika | energiatddstus | ETTEVOTLUS JA
KONKURENTS | farmaatsiatéostus | HARIDUS JA KOMMUNIKATSIOON | kommunikatsioon | konkurents | kriisikava |
MAJANDUS | majanduspoliitika | riigiabi kontroll | SOTSIAALKUSIMUSED | tegevusaruanne |
telekommunikatsioonitdostus | tervis

Kokkuvdte The European Commission (EC) publishes annual reports on EU competition policy, covering the main developments
and enforcement actions. The 2011 edition focused on the role of State aid policy in the resolution of financial crisis.
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Kokkuvdte Businesses continuously relocate for three main reasons: improved access to markets, lower costs and better skills.
There are many factors that need to be looked at in comparing locations. Some of the main ones are labour (costs,
availability, productivity and skills), the infrastructure (communication, transport....), the legal, polit-ical and reg-ulatory
environment, the size of the domestic market and investment incentives.
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Kokkuvdte State aid is an important mechanism to control the conditions for competition in markets. Major policy developments in
2012 included modernisation of state aid rules (including new regional state aid framework) and adoption of the de
minimis Regulation.
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Kokkuvdte Free Zones are geographic areas in which a governmental authority offers incentives, different from the host country's
regular policies, to companies operating in the region. Given the nature of these incentives, designated zones are often
said to function as "growth poles" for the region, or even beyond.
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Kokkuvdte The European Commission enforces the competition rules through its powers of investigation and sanction.
Competition cases can be taken to the General Court with appeals heard by the Court of Justice.
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Kokkuvdte On 8 May 2012 the European Commission published in a communication its intention to modernise the rules governing
the assessment of State aid. With a view to contribute to the implementation of the Europe 2020 strategy and
budgetary consolidation the objectives of the modernisation of State aid control are threefold:

- to foster sustainable, smart and inclusive growth in a competitive internal market;

- to focus Commission ex ante scrutiny on cases with the biggest impact on internal market whilst strengthening the
Member States cooperation in State aid enforcement;

- to streamline the rules and provide for faster decisions.

At this rather early stage the workshop aims to set the ground for the upcoming discussions on the modernisation
package in the ECON committee.
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Kokkuvdte Kaesolevas uuringus vaadeldakse ELi riigiabi eeskirjade kohaldamist infrastruktuuri investeeringutele meresadamate
sektoris ja vorreldakse eri tlilipi sadamakorralduse alusel viimaseid naiteid riigiabi kohta ELi pdhja- ja Idunapiirkonna
meresadamatele. Uuringu tulemusi saab kasutada ELi sadamapoliitika edasises arutelus transpordi- ja
turismikomisjonis (TRAN).
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Kokkuvdte The purpose of this briefing is to survey the role of EU competition policy in the financial services industries. The
presentation is based on the application of the three main instruments of EU competition policy: antitrust, merger and
State aid policy for banks, insurance companies and investment firms. The legislative programme to achieve a single
market in Financial Services by the end of 2005, the Financial Services Action Plan, and competition policy go hand in
hand. The application of EU competition rules in this sector has become a priority.
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