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Establishing the Ukraine Facility: Financing Ukraine's recovery and its path to EU accession
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ühinemisläbirääkimised

Kokkuvõte The Ukraine Facility supports Ukraine, its recovery and its path to EU accession, allocating up to €50 billion for 2024 to
2027. Regulation (EU) 2024/792 establishing the Ukraine Facility was adopted by the European Parliament and the
Council in February 2024. The EU budget is supposed to finance the Facility's €17 billion in grants and guarantee its
€33 billion in loans. Additional financing is expected to come from frozen Russian assets. In the negotiations with the
Council, the European Parliament managed to secure enhanced democratic control of the Facility by strengthening the
rights of the European Parliament and the Verkhovna Rada, Ukraine's parliament, while increasing transparency
through the systematic involvement of Ukraine's civil society and through the publication of the recipients of EU funds.
Third edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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Kokkuvõte A multi-ethnic country, Montenegro is composed of Montenegrins (43 %), Serbs (32 %), Bosniaks (7.8 %) and
Albanians (5 %). In a May 2006 referendum, 55.5 % of the electorate voted for independence. Public opinion surveys
show that almost 80 % of Montenegrins are in favour of joining the EU. On 2 April 2023, after securing 59 % of votes in
a presidential election run-off, Montenegro's former Economy Minister Jakov Milatovi declared victory over the
incumbent, Milo ukanovi, who had been president or prime minister for more than three decades. On 11 June, the pro-
European movement ‘Europe Now!’ won snap parliamentary elections and is now seeking to form a government.
Parliament is due to debate the Commission's 2022 report on Montenegro during its October II plenary session.
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EU trade and investment following Russia's illegal invasion of Ukraine
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Kuupäev 20-07-2023

Parlamendiväline autor Zsolt Darvas et al.

Poliitikavaldkond Rahvusvaheline kaubandus

Märksõna Euroopa | Euroopa ehitamine | EUROOPA LIIT | GEOGRAAFIA | investeerimine välismaale | KAUBANDUS |
kaubanduspoliitika | majandusgeograafia | poliitiline geograafia | RAHANDUS | rahastamine ja investeerimine |
rahvusvaheline julgeolek | RAHVUSVAHELISED SUHTED | sõda | sõjaline sekkumine | Ukraina | Vene-Ukraina tüli |
Venemaa | väliskaubandus | ühinemisläbirääkimised

Kokkuvõte The briefings offer an overview of EU’s trade and investment relations before the start of the full-scale Russian
invasion and a data-supported analysis of recent trade developments. They address the trade patterns of Ukraine and
Russia, the economic structure of the two countries, and the EU’s dependencies on Russia as well as the EU's
alternatives for Russian imports, focusing on the energy sector and critical raw materials. The final briefing provides an
overview of the sanctions imposed by the EU and other nations (Australia, Canada, Japan, Korea, the UK and the
USA). It analyses the sanction effects accumulated so far and their impact, including the EU’s decoupling process from
Russian energy and explanations for the less-than-initially expected contraction of the Russian economy in 2022. The
paper analyses the short, medium and long-term effects of the sanctions on the economies of the EU, Russia and
Ukraine.
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Kokkuvõte The European Union has found new impetus for enlargement in the wake of Russia’s war on Ukraine, making progress
in what was once called the EU’s most successful policy. A year ago, the EU granted Ukraine and Moldova official EU
candidate status and also opened the same possibility for Georgia. Politicians and analysts more and more often say
that the EU should become more involved in the Western Balkan countries, which saw their membership prospects
open 20 years ago. If it does not, those countries could drift away politically from the Union and exacerbate conflicts in
the post-Yugoslav area. For Turkey, EU membership is no longer a priority, while popular support for EU accession is
declining in Serbia, partly due to the influence of Russia. ‘There is a new awareness inside the EU. We finally realise
that it is not enough to just wait for our friends outside the Union to move closer to us. It is not enough to say that the
door is open. We must also take responsibility to bring the aspiring members of our Union much closer to us,’
European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen said at the GLOBSEC conference in Bratislava in May. This
note gathers links to the recent publications and commentaries from many international think tanks on enlargement
and issues with EU accession countries.
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Kokkuvõte Serbia, with a population of 6.9 million, has been advancing towards EU accession since 2012, when it received
candidate country status. Despite some progress, Serbia still has three major hurdles to overcome: improving internal
political dialogue and reforms, reaching a comprehensive normalisation agreement with Kosovo,* and ensuring better
alignment with EU foreign policy. In 2022, although Serbia voted for Russia's suspension from the UN Human Rights
Council, it has not applied any of the EU's sanctions on Russia. In April 2022, Aleksandar Vui was elected for a second
term as President, with a clear majority of 58 %, and the Serbian Progressive Party coalition, led by Vui, won 120 out
of 250 seats in the Serbian Parliament. The Parliament's position on the European Commission's 2022 annual report
on Serbia is due to be voted in plenary in May 2023.
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Kokkuvõte The development of territorial cooperation between European and Ukrainian local and regional authorities is an
important step toward Ukraine’s membership in the EU. This study presents the benefits of and barriers to the
collaboration between European and Ukrainian cities and regions and shows the role of the EU programmes and
instruments in supporting territorial cooperation. It suggests solutions that can promote cooperation between cities and
regions and describes their potential to strengthen the capacities of self-governments and to support civil society in
Ukraine.
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Kokkuvõte The revised enlargement methodology adopted in February 2020, and a new 'gradual approach' endorsed by the
European Council in June 2022, are at the heart of EU accession negotiations with the Western Balkan countries and
those countries' accession-related reforms. As the region's six countries differ in population size, political systems and
history, their reform agenda and accession tempo also vary. With a budget of €14.2 billion for 2021 2027, the EU
Instrument for pre-Accession Assistance (IPA III) supports investment and reform in accession countries. The
European Commission and the European Parliament closely monitor candidates' overall progress and their
implementation of the EU acquis.

Lühitutvustus EN

Plenary round-up – February I 2023
Väljaande liik Lühitutvustus

Kuupäev 03-02-2023

Autor FERGUSON CLARE | SOCHACKA KATARZYNA

Poliitikavaldkond ELi demokraatia, institutsiooniline õigus ning parlamendi tööd käsitlevad eeskirjad

Märksõna ELi migratsioonipoliitika | Euroopa | Euroopa ehitamine | EUROOPA LIIT | GEOGRAAFIA | humanitaarabi |
koostööpoliitika | MAJANDUS | majandusgeograafia | majanduslik toetus | majanduspoliitika | migratsioon | poliitiline
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Kokkuvõte Highlights of the February I 2023 plenary session included debates with the Council and the European Commission on
preparation of the 3 February EU-Ukraine Summit, and a vote on a resolution addressing Ukraine's EU accession
perspective, calling for increased military, economic and humanitarian support for Ukraine, and stressing the
importance of preparing a comprehensive recovery package for the country. Members also heard about preparations
for the special European Council meeting on 9 and 10 February, in particular the need to reform migration and asylum
rules to develop sustainable solutions to migratory issues. Members also held debates on the need for an urgent
update of the EU list of high-risk third countries for money laundering and terrorist financing, on Afghanistan, and on
the situation of the former President of Georgia, Mikheil Saakashvili.
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'Beyond enlargement': European Political Community and enlargement policy reform
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Kokkuvõte The European Political Community (EPC) is a new 'platform for political coordination' (European Council) initially
proposed by French President Emmanuel Macron. The Presidents of the European Council, Charles Michel, and
European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, have both also supported such a proposal. The inaugural meeting of
the EPC was held in Prague on 6 October. The 'EU+ summit' was hosted by the Czech Presidency of the Council of
the EU and attended by 43 national delegations from the EU-27, Western Balkans and other countries, including the
United Kingdom, Ukraine and Turkey. According to Charles Michel, the EPC aims to go 'beyond enlargement' and will
steer political dialogue and coordination, mainly on security issues, with like-minded countries, those that have an
ambition to join the EU and those that do not. The EPC can be seen in the light of the ambition for a 'geopolitical
Commission' that 'stabilises its neighbourhood, accelerates enlargement and champions multilateralism'.
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Kokkuvõte Although European integration of the Western Balkans and Türkiye is still at a standstill, the war in Ukraine and the
challenging geopolitical environment have lent new impetus to the enlargement process, in an attempt to secure its
continuity, consistency, credibility and impact. In June 2022, EU leaders endorsed the 'European perspective' of
Ukraine, Moldova and Georgia. The Western Balkan countries' prospect of a European future had meanwhile already
been endorsed at summits in Thessaloniki (in 2003) and, more recently, in Sofia (2018), Zagreb (2020), Brdo (2021)
and Brussels (2022). The European Parliament is expected to debate a report on the new EU strategy for enlargement
during its November 2022 plenary session.
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Kokkuvõte This paper has been produced by the Ex-post Evaluation Unit of the Directorate for Impact Assessment and European
Added Value, within the European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) of the Secretariat of the European
Parliament, as a regional evaluation in parallel to the EPRS 2022 Peace and Security Outlook. It has been drafted as a
contribution to the Normandy World Peace Forum taking place in September 2022. The paper provides the
background to EU relations with Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine and analyses the most recent reforms achieved
through the implementation of the association agreements in each country, up to the date of their applications for
membership. Through an overview of the requirements for accession and of the EU's experiences with enlargement,
and within the new context of the reframing of the EU's relations with its neighbourhood, the paper assesses the
potential steps each of these countries could take to advance on their roads to EU membership.
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Kokkuvõte Serbia, a country with a population of 6.9 million, has been advancing towards EU accession since 2012, when it
received candidate country status. Despite some progress, Serbia faces three major issues: improving internal political
dialogue, reaching a comprehensive legally binding normalisation agreement with Kosovo* and ensuring better
alignment with EU foreign policy. The Parliament's position on the European Commission's 2021 annual report on
Serbia is expected to be voted in plenary in July 2022. *This designation is without prejudice to positions on status,
and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence.
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Kokkuvõte Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH), with a population of 3.8 million, became independent from the former Yugoslavia on 3
March 1992, following a referendum that was boycotted by ethnic Serbs. Bosnia and Herzegovina was offered an EU
membership perspective during the EU-Western Balkans summit in Thessaloniki (2003), subsequently restated in
Sofia (2018), Zagreb (2020), Brdo (2021) and, most recently, Brussels (2022). The Parliament is expected to vote on
the European Commission's 2021 annual report on BiH during its July 2022 plenary session.
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Kokkuvõte The June 2022 European Council meeting marked a potentially historic moment: EU leaders granted Ukraine and
Moldova candidate status and also confirmed Georgia's European perspective. Although highly anticipated, this major
step was neither obvious nor uncontroversial, as for the first time it concerned a country still at war, generating intense
discussions both within the European Council and with partner countries. On Ukraine, EU leaders took stock of the
situation in the country, confirmed their commitment to increased military support and financial assistance, and called
on like-minded partners to align with EU sanctions. Regarding relations with non-EU partners in Europe, the European
Council had its first strategic discussion on the 'European political community' concept (EPC), with a possible first EPC
summit to take place under the upcoming Czech Presidency. Turkey's assertiveness in the eastern Mediterranean and
the Belarus people's right to 'free and fair elections' were also discussed. On other topics, however, not least on the
Conference on the Future of Europe, the results were underwhelming, as EU leaders took no concrete follow-up
decision, simply leaving it to each EU institution to do so within its own sphere of competence. Moreover, no
breakthrough was possible regarding the Western Balkans – neither at the leaders' meeting nor at the European
Council itself. The last component of the two days of meetings saw a Euro Summit in inclusive format. EU leaders
discussed two major issues, the current economic situation, notably the rise in prices of energy, food and commodities,
and the EU's financial architecture, reiterating their commitment to the completion of the banking and capital markets
unions.
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Kokkuvõte The six Western Balkan countries (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo,* Montenegro, North Macedonia and
Serbia) are all countries with substantial economic catch-up potential. The EU-led Berlin Process estimated an annual
investment need of some €7.7 billion, which would provide the region with an additional 1 % GDP growth and a
positive employment effect of up to 200 000 people. However, quality investments are scarce, or often attached to
political, environmental and social conditionalities; China took the initiative to benefit from this opportunity. According to
the Balkan Investigative Reporting Network (BIRN), China invested €32 billion in the region in 2009-2021. In Serbia
alone, Chinese investment reached €10.3 billion. However, despite inflows of Chinese capital, the EU remains the
leading economic partner, with 70 % of total foreign direct investment and 81 % of exports. China has endeavoured to
portray itself as a strategic investor, who does not intervene in internal political affairs and is willing to close its eyes to
some aspects such as State aid, corruption or labour laws. An early focus on transport infrastructure (through Piraeus
and Belgrade to reach Duisburg) has expanded to industry, energy and communications/IT. The Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) serves as the main framework for expanding China's economic presence in the region and enables it to
access key land and maritime routes. Loans and investments in undertakings further enhance China's position and
create dependencies, even debt-traps, for the six Western Balkan states. An increasing number of Balkan countries
now perceive the limits of China's presence, and are concerned regarding public procurement, environmental
protection, human rights violations, and promotion of the authoritarian model, which all limit cooperation and impact EU
accession prospects.
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Kokkuvõte Montenegro applied for EU membership in 2008, and accession negotiations began in June 2012. The country has
opened all 33 negotiation chapters, three of which have been provisionally closed. Public opinion surveys show that 75
% of Montenegrins are in favour of joining the EU. Parliament is expected to debate the European Commission's 2021
annual report on Montenegro during its June II plenary session.
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Kokkuvõte The countries in the Western Balkans are traditionally a focus of Russian interests. The Russian Federation has strong
historical ties with the Western Balkans and holds a relative soft-power attraction for them, yet its influence and
economic impact in the region are declining, as investment and aid by the EU-27 and other players, such as China,
have been dwarfing Russian investment.
This ‘At a glance’ note has been produced at the request of a member of the European Committee of the Regions, in
the framework of the cooperation agreement between the Parliament and Committee. It updates a publication by
Martin Russell from July 2017.
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Kokkuvõte Decentralisation, and implementation of the principle of subsidiarity, are at the heart of both EU accession negotiations
with the Western Balkan countries and their accession-related reforms. As the region's six countries differ in population
size, territory and history, their decentralisation models differ from each other as well. The European Commission and
the European Parliament are closely monitoring these countries' overall progress in multi-level governance and in the
implementation of the EU acquis on an annual basis.
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Kokkuvõte Turkey's relations with the European Communities/EU date back to 1959, with milestones including the Ankara
Association Agreement (1963) and the customs union (1995). Turkey is a key strategic partner of the EU on issues
such as migration, security, counter-terrorism and trade. Yet, after democratic backsliding in the country, the Council
froze its accession negotiations. Overall EU-Turkey relations have improved slightly in the past year. The Parliament's
position on the Commission's 2021 annual report is expected to be voted in plenary in June 2022.
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Kokkuvõte Turkey has featured regularly on the agenda of the European Council in recent years, notably in the context of the
migration crisis and military operations in Syria, and as a result of an increasingly tense situation in the eastern
Mediterranean, which led to a significant military build-up at sea during the summer of 2020. In all these cases, the
European Council (re)acted swiftly, ensuring that the views of the Member States were taken into consideration. In the
migration crisis, it stepped up cooperation with Turkey, reducing the influx of irregular arrivals on EU shores, while
offering to 're-energise accession negotiations'. This offer has been disregarded, as Turkey has continued to drift away
from EU values and principles, multiplying rule of law and human rights violations. In parallel, Turkey has started
pursuing an increasingly assertive regional policy in the eastern Mediterranean, the Middle East, and, more recently, in
the south Caucasus. Its assertiveness in the eastern Mediterranean led to the increase in illegal exploratory drilling
activities in the Cypriot and Greek economic exclusive zones (EEZs), which the European Council has condemned on
numerous occasions. In 2020, in an attempt to back de-escalation efforts, the European Council reiterated its offer of
cooperation on a positive political agenda, including modernisation of the EU-Turkey customs union, making this
conditional upon progress on restoring good neighbourly relations.
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Kokkuvõte Albania joined NATO in April 2009 and has been an EU candidate country since June 2014. After having made some
progress in meeting the political criteria and the objectives related to the five key priorities for opening its EU accession
negotiations on 26 March 2020, Albania has been advancing towards EU membership at a very slow pace. The main
remaining obstacles include flaws in the functioning of its judiciary, in the fight against corruption and in the
safeguarding of media freedoms and minority rights.
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Kokkuvõte North Macedonia was the first Western Balkan country to conclude a stabilisation and association agreement with the
EU in 2004; just one year later, it became a candidate country. However, bilateral disputes with Greece and Bulgaria
have blocked accession negotiations so far.
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Kokkuvõte The EU opened accession negotiations with Serbia, a country with a population of 6.7 million, in 2013. Serbia got off to
a strong start, but progress has stalled in recent years. Unresolved regional issues, in particular the stalemate of the
political dialogue with Pristina, as well as lukewarm progress in rule-of-law reforms, are blocking accession
negotiations. Parliamentary elections held in June 2020 have not yet provided the expected momentum, and the risk is
that the country will progressively turn to Russia and China, confirming its ambiguous geopolitical orientation, which
was also criticised by the European Parliament.
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Kokkuvõte Turkey is the EU's fifth largest trading partner, while the EU is Turkey's largest. The association agreement concluded
between the European Economic Community (EEC) and Turkey in 1963 was an interim step towards the country's
accession to the EEC, membership of which it had applied for in 1959. The EU-Turkey customs union came into force
in 1995, and Turkey obtained EU candidate status in 1999. In December 2004, the European Council decided that
Turkey qualified for EU accession, making it possible to open negotiations to this end. In 2008, the Council of the EU
adopted a revised accession partnership with Turkey. Since 2016, EU-Turkey relations have suffered due to a
deterioration of democratic principles, human rights and the rule of law in Turkey, in the wake of a failed military coup.
A European Commission recommendation of 21 December 2016 to launch talks with Turkey on modernising the EU-
Turkey customs union was halted by the General Affairs Council of 26 June 2018, which concluded that no further
work in this direction should be planned. In 2019 and 2020, Turkey's military operations in Syria, Libya and the eastern
Mediterranean, coupled with its maritime disputes with Greece and Cyprus, further eroded its relations with the EU.
Following some positive signs by Turkey, on 1 October 2020 the European Council once again gave a green light to
modernising the customs union, provided that constructive efforts to stop illegal activities vis-à-vis Greece and Cyprus
were sustained. The European Council also stressed that in case of renewed unilateral actions or provocations in
breach of international law, the EU would use 'all the instruments and the options at its disposal', including in
accordance with Article 29 of the Treaty on European Union and Article 215 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the
European Union, to defend its interests and those of its Member States. However, in the light of Turkey's recent
conduct and given that the EU-Turkey customs union has not been modernised, but not suspended either, the EU
could agree on some new sanctions, as called for in the European Parliament's 26 November 2020 resolution on
escalating tensions in Varosha.
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Kokkuvõte Since the discovery of offshore natural gas reserves in the eastern Mediterranean in the early 2000s, Turkey has
challenged its neighbours with regard to international law and the delimitation of their exclusive economic zones
(EEZs), and destabilised the whole region through its illegal drilling and military interventions. Ankara has used military
force and intimidation, including repeated violations of the territorial waters and airspaces of neighbouring countries.
Ankara has also used bilateral deals, such as its November 2019 memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the
Libyan Government of National Accord (GNA), which purports to determine new maritime boundaries. The Turkey-
Libya MoU effectively drew a dividing line between the eastern and western parts of the Mediterranean, threatening
maritime security, natural gas exploration and new infrastructures such as the EastMed pipeline. Turkey's behaviour,
beyond its geo-economic interests, reflects a more ambitious geopolitical 'neo-Ottoman' agenda intent on remodelling
the whole region by spreading the country's influence from northern Iraq and Syria to Libya and leaving behind the
Kemalist tradition of secularism and regional neutrality. Tensions in the Aegean Sea and the eastern Mediterranean
have not been conducive to good neighbourly relations. The international community has strongly condemned Turkey's
behaviour. Taking into account Turkey's poor track record in upholding human rights and the rule of law, the European
Union has suspended accession negotiations and all pre-accession funds under the planned new multiannual financial
framework for 2021 to 2027. The European Parliament has condemned Turkey's illegal drilling activities as well as its
military interventions in the region.
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Kokkuvõte The October II plenary session highlights included statements and debates on the outcome of the European Council
meeting of 17 and 18 October 2019, and a review of the Juncker Commission's term. Parliament also debated
statements made on behalf of the Vice-President of the European Commission/High Representative of the Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy (HR/VP) on the Turkish military operation in north-east Syria and its consequences,
and on the violent suppression of young people's and students' protests in Iraq. Debates took place, inter alia, on
Commission and Council statements on the effects of the Thomas Cook bankruptcy, on the dangers of violent right-
wing extremism, on criminalisation of sexual education in Poland and on storms in Europe, followed by debates on
accession negotiations with North Macedonia and Albania. Members declined to approve the 2017 accounts of the
European Asylum Support Office (EASO) and European Council/Council, and adopted Parliament's position on the
general budget of the EU for 2020, which now goes to conciliation.
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Kokkuvõte The October 2019 European Council meeting will discuss Albania and North Macedonia. The 2018 western Balkans
strategy aimed at injecting new momentum for EU enlargement, consequently European Commission President-
designate Ursula von der Leyen, and High Representative and Vice-President-designate Josep Borrell, have declared
that the EU would prioritise enlargement talks with the western Balkans. In the face of growing frustration and
'enlargement fatigue', a decision to open negotiations would be a strong signal to the region.
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Kokkuvõte In March 2019, the European Parliament is due to vote on a motion for a resolution on Turkey's 2018 country report.
Both the Commission's report and that of the Foreign Affairs Committee point to backsliding in key areas. The Foreign
Affairs Committee calls for improvement, and for the suspension of accession negotiations.
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Kokkuvõte The highlights of the November II plenary session were the debate on the future of Europe with the Prime Minister of
Denmark, Lars Løkke Rasmussen, and the discussion on the Council and Commission statements on UK withdrawal
from the European Union. Debates were held on a Commission statement on the single market package and the long-
term strategy for reducing EU greenhouse gas emissions. Members debated and adopted reports on five Western
Balkan countries, as well as a report on the way forward for the World Trade Organization (WTO). A number of
legislative reports were voted without debate, including on trade in goods that could be used for capital punishment,
torture or other cruel treatment or punishment, the temporary reintroduction of border controls at the internal borders,
and common rules for the operation of air services.
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Kokkuvõte In November 2018, the European Parliament is due to debate a resolution on the European Commission’s 2018
country report on Kosovo. The latest progress report notes that Kosovo has had limited success in bringing forward
EU-related reforms. It calls on government and opposition to work together in order to implement them.
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Kokkuvõte In November 2018, the European Parliament is due to debate a resolution on the European Commission’s 2018
enlargement report on Albania. The latest report notes that Albania has made progress on its five key priorities;
however, corruption and political instability remain pervasive, meaning the country cannot move beyond the early
stages of accession preparation.
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Kokkuvõte During its November II 2018 plenary session, the European Parliament is expected to debate a resolution on the
European Commission’s 2018 enlargement report on the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYR Macedonia).
The progress report acknowledges significant progress and a political will to advance the EU agenda.
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küsimus | kriminaalõigus | kuritegevusevastane võitlus | majandusgeograafia | organiseeritud kuritegevus | POLIITIKA |
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Kokkuvõte In November 2018, the European Parliament is due to vote on a motion for a resolution on Serbia's 2018 country
report. The report acknowledges Serbia's progress in its accession process, but points to rule of law and freedom of
expression as significant obstacles. Relations with Kosovo, another key issue, are also still a major challenge.
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Kokkuvõte Horvaatiast sai 1. juulil 2013 Euroopa Liidu 28. liikmesriik. Horvaatia ühinemine, mis järgnes Rumeenia ja Bulgaaria
liitumisele 1. jaanuaril 2007, oli ELi kuues laienemine. Läbirääkimisi peetakse Montenegro, Serbia ja Türgiga.
Kandidaatriigid on veel Albaania ja endine Jugoslaavia Makedoonia vabariik. Bosnia ja Hertsegoviina ning Kosovo on
potentsiaalsed kandidaatriigid.
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Kokkuvõte During its July plenary session, the European Parliament is expected to vote on a resolution on the Commission's
2016 report on Turkey. Long-standing EU-Turkey relations, despite being a priority for both sides, have recently
reached a low point, and accession talks risk being brought to a halt.
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Kokkuvõte Widespread corruption is a major shared challenge for Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH), the former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia, Kosovo, Montenegro and Serbia. It is a phenomenon that poses a threat to the EU's core
values, such as democracy, the rule of law and respect for human rights, and undermines good governance and
economic development. For these reasons, anti-corruption reform is among the key requirements for EU accession.
The prospect of EU integration has proven to be a strong incentive for undertaking reform. The Western Balkan
countries have taken a number of anti-corruption steps, such as adapting legislation and establishing dedicated anti-
corruption institutions with both preventative and repressive competences. They are also parties to all relevant
international conventions. The Commission, as well as various international organisations, has measured annual
progress in that respect, and the EU has supported anti-corruption efforts financially and through sharing expertise.
Yet, the latest 2016 assessments show that corruption continues to permeate the region. Although the legal and
institutional framework is largely in place, and the EU has prioritised good governance reforms in the pre-accession
process, the concrete results achieved on the ground are disproportionally low, and political will to improve them is to a
great extent insufficient. Addressing corruption requires long-term work at many levels (regional, national and local)
and involves multiple stakeholders. A more informed and demanding public, a civil society with a strengthened role in
monitoring policies in corruption-prone areas, as well as visible economic progress and improved business
environment are other necessary elements for achieving sustainable results.
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Kokkuvõte The EU-Turkey customs union (CU), established more than two decades ago, together with a set of preferential trade
agreements, has brought many benefits to both sides, enhancing trade and economic integration. However, this
bilateral preferential trade framework (BPTF) has to be aligned to both the changing global trade environment and
current EU trade policy, which prioritises the conclusion of bilateral agreements with more comprehensive coverage.
After exploratory discussions, both sides reached a consensus, at the EU-Turkey high level meeting of May 2015, to
start preparations for future talks to update the EU-Turkey BPTF. In December 2016, the Commission asked the
Council for authorisation to launch talks to modernise the CU. The EU’s main objective is to enhance the BPTF by
widening the scope of trade preferences and modernising the functioning of the CU, within a comprehensive
negotiation process. As a result of the implementation of the CU, Turkey’s alignment with the EU acquis and EU-
Turkey trade integration already began before the launch of accession negotiations. The bilateral trade framework will
be upgraded in parallel, in complementarity with the accession negotiations.
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Kokkuvõte In 2016, Albania came a step closer to EU accession. Despite political struggles, the country set the stage for deep
judicial reform and made progress on its five key priorities. Acknowledging this, the European Commission
recommended starting accession talks as soon as Albania has shown tangible progress in reforming its judiciary,
fighting corruption and holding free and democratic elections.
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Kokkuvõte The EU and Turkey face common and major problems, from the fight against ISIL/Da'esh to the management of
displaced Syrian people. But in its latest report, the European Commission points out a number of shortcomings in the
fields of freedom of expression and independence of the judiciary.
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Kokkuvõte Albania was granted candidate status in June 2014 and has since worked systematically on its five EU-related key
reform priorities. It hopes to open EU accession talks in 2016. Although the EU acknowledges Albania's commitment, it
has made it clear that progress will depend primarily on completing the ongoing judicial reform and ensuring
constructive cross-party political dialogue.
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Kokkuvõte Resolving their deep-seated rivalries has been one of the conditions placed on Serbia and Kosovo for achieving their
shared goal of EU entry. Since 2011, an EU-mediated dialogue has sought to strike a balance between their past
conflicts and present aspirations. Although tensions persist, the goal is to translate the deals signed by both sides into
reality, and to keep their dialogue going.
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Kokkuvõte Montenegro is seen as a 'scoreboard leader' in the enlargement process as it has already opened most of the
negotiation chapters with the EU. However, implementation is still lacking in key areas and remains to be addressed.
In 2016, amidst political turmoil, the country expects to join NATO at its July Warsaw Summit, and is due to hold
parliamentary elections, on a date yet to be fixed.
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Kokkuvõte At the end of 2015 Serbia made a step forward towards EU accession. Two years after the start of the accession talks
with the EU, after having successfully completed the screening of the EU acquis and reached key new agreements
with Kosovo, it opened its first negotiation chapters with the EU.
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Kokkuvõte Heads of State or Government from the EU and the Republic of Turkey will meet on 29 November 2015 in Brussels to
further strengthen EU-Turkey relations while discussing the management of the ongoing migration crisis. The meeting
is expected to result in a number of political and financial commitments, including the finalisation of the Joint Action
Plan on support of refugees and migration management, the acceleration of the visa liberalisation process with Turkey
and the opening of more negotiation chapters in the accession process.   
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Kokkuvõte For decades, Serbia’s economy has been in a state of ongoing crisis. It was severely weakened by the long period of
international economic sanctions, the civil war, and the damage caused to infrastructure and industry in the 1990s. The
international financial crisis and multiple rounds of elections also delayed necessary reforms. In 2014, Serbia started
negotiations for EU membership. In economic terms, it aims to build a fully functional market economy, by addressing
overdue reforms. Economic recovery is a top priority for the government elected in 2014. The challenge is to achieve
growth, competitiveness and new jobs in a tight fiscal environment.
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Kokkuvõte Since the 1990s, one of the main dividing lines between Serbian political parties has been their position on European
integration. The past two decades have seen growing dynamism to political life in Serbia, with new parties emerging
and old ones changing from anti- to pro-EU views, nuancing their rhetoric in line with public attitudes. The start of
accession talks with the EU in January 2014 indicates the attenuation of previously sharp divisions vis-à-vis the EU.
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Kokkuvõte In October 2013, the European Commission published an overall positive report on Turkey, followed in November by
the opening of Chapter 22 (Regional Policy and Coordination of Structural Instruments) of the accession negotiations.
However, recent domestic developments have given rise to serious concern and overshadowed progress achieved by
Turkey up to then.
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Kokkuvõte The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia obtained the status of candidate country in December 2005. The
European Commission's annual progress reports since 2009 have consistently recommended the opening of
negotiations. However, the name issue still appears the main stumbling block. The dispute arose in 1991, when the
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia seceded from Yugoslavia and declared independence under the name
"Republic of Macedonia".
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Kokkuvõte In May 2013, Iceland's new coalition government put on hold the accession talks with the EU, opened in June 2010. It
dissolved the country's EU Negotiation Committee and announced that an assessment of the negotiations would be
submitted to the Parliament – the Althingi.
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Kokkuvõte In its latest progress report on Serbia, the European Commission maintained its April 2013 recommendation that
membership negotiations be opened. With the framework for accession talks endorsed by the December European
Council, negotiations are expected to start with an intergovernmental conference on 21 January 2014.
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Kokkuvõte In its latest progress report on Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH), the European Commission concluded that BiH made
very limited progress towards EU membership in 2012. EU institutions as well as the Bosnian government have
endorsed the findings of the Commission's progress report.
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Kokkuvõte In October 2012, the European Commission reiterated its recommendation on the launch of accession negotiations
with the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM). However, the absence of progress on the name dispute
with Greece is still hampering the country's progress towards joining the EU.
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Kokkuvõte Negotiations with Iceland, which started in 2010, are advancing well, with talks launched on six new chapters in
December 2012. Of 33 chapters for negotiations, 27 have been opened, of which 11 have already been provisionally
closed. The parties in Iceland's coalition recently announced they would not prioritise negotiations in the run-up to the
April 2013 general election.
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Kokkuvõte Montenegro applied for EU membership in 2008, two years after its independence. The second Commission progress
report acknowledged the country's efforts to tackle its main challenges corruption, rule of law, organised crime, and
freedom of expression, but it stressed that problems remain.
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Kokkuvõte In its latest progress report on Turkey, the Commission expresses serious concerns about lack of progress towards
meeting the political criteria for EU membership. The Council and the EP's Foreign Affairs Committee support the
Commission's position. Turkish authorities on the other hand consider the report unbalanced, while a US study
considers that Turkey is repositioning itself.
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Kokkuvõte The enlargement from a Community of six Member States (MS) to a Union of 27 is widely regarded as the EU’s
greatest policy triumph. However even amongst those MS who have succeeded in joining, there have been significant
differences in their experiences of the accession process. For current and potential candidate countries, completing
the process is likely to prove even more challenging.
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Kokkuvõte The Commission's 2012 progress report on Albania recommends an upgrade from potential candidate status to
candidate status, provided the country completes its reforms of the judiciary and public administration and its review of
Parliamentary rules of procedure.
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Kokkuvõte The latest Commission progress report on Turkey acknowledges some progress, but insists that further improvements
are required in a range of areas. The Turkish authorities have severely criticised the content of the report.
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Kokkuvõte In its 2011 annual report on Iceland, the European Commission (EC) states that the country meets the political criteria
for EU membership, is a functioning market economy and has a good level of alignment in legislation. However, areas
of concern remain and the EC urges Reykjavík to take action on them.

Lühitutvustus EN

Gender Equality in Turkey
Väljaande liik Analüüs

Kuupäev 16-01-2012

Parlamendiväline autor Meltem MÜFTÜLER-BAÇ (Sabanc University, Istanbul, Turkey)

Poliitikavaldkond Sooküsimused, sooline võrdõiguslikkus ja mitmekesisus | Tööhõive

Märksõna Aasia ja Okeaania | Euroopa | Euroopa ehitamine | EUROOPA LIIT | GEOGRAAFIA | koduvägivald | kriminaalõigus |
majandusgeograafia | naiste olukord | naiste õigused | poliitiline geograafia | seksuaalkuritegu | sooline
diskrimineerimine | SOTSIAALKÜSIMUSED | tööellu siirdumine | tööhõive | TÖÖHÕIVE JA TÖÖTINGIMUSED | Türgi |
ÕIGUS | õigused ja vabadused | ühinemisläbirääkimised | ühiskondlik elu

Kokkuvõte This note reviews gender equality in Turkey with a focus on the existing legislation and programs. The issue of gender
equality in Turkey is particularly important for Turkey’s adoption of EU norms and acquis. The main challenges in this
respect are violence against women, equal opportunities at the work place, paid and unpaid labour, hidden forms of
discrimination and access to political decision-making and representation.
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Kokkuvõte In its first annual report on Iceland, the Commission praises the country for progress on the economic criteria for EU
accession. The report also argues that difficulties remain, and urges Reykjavík to take action on them.
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Kokkuvõte Croatia is currently negotiating the six final chapters for EU accession. The country hopes to close them by mid-2011
and become the 28th EU Member State in 2012.
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Kokkuvõte Several key health, food and environment issues will be advanced during the ENVI Delegation visit to Iceland at the
end of May 2010. In particular, the ENVI Delegation will discuss matters related to the accession of Iceland to the EU
and its status quo on the preparation to the EU accession. This briefing gives a general overview and represents a
background material for Members of the ENVI Delegation
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Kokkuvõte The basic legislative framework governing administration of justice in Croatia is almost complete. Outstanding reforms
include adoption of Penal Code and Constitutional amendment, both scheduled for 2010. Professional education and
appointment of judges and prosecutors are made subject to objective criteria under the auspices of an independent
judicial academy. Gender balance needs improvement as women are underrepresented at higher levels of judicial
hierarchy. Backlog of cases is reduced but final resolution is still facing structural problems. Education of legal
professionals needs development of teaching curricula and learning outcomes. Independence of the judiciary has
improved, but needs to be strengthened. Publication of judicial decisions needs further improvement in order to
increase legal certainty. Measures for fight against corruption in the judiciary are being taken but public perception of
corruption in the judiciary is still high. Judicial infrastructure for the fight against corruption and organized crime is in
place and is showing first results. Further efforts are needed to achieve sustainability. Excessively long judicial
proceedings often require additional judicial protection of the right to fair trial in reasonable time. Otherwise, protection
of fundamental rights is satisfactory but courts of ordinary jurisdiction should be more engaged instead of deferring to
the Constitutional Court.
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Kokkuvõte The Briefing Note provides an analysis of the 2009 Annual Programme for the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
under the IPA in the context of the 2009 ‘enlargement package’. It analyses the coherence of the Annual Programme
with the EU overall policy objectives as specified in the pre-accession process in general and for the former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia in particular. It provides a thorough analysis of the AP, taking into account the European
Commission (EC) 2009 Progress Report, the Enlargement Strategy 2009-2010 and the latest Multi-annual Indicative
Planning Document 2009-2011 for the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. The paper is divided into three main
parts focusing on political and economic criteria as well as European standards. Each part provides a description of the
situation and an analysis of the main problems and then discusses the consistency of the AP with the abovementioned
policy framework. The briefing note closes with conclusions and recommendations.
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