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People with disabilities and the European elections
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 23-02-2024
Tekijä LECERF Marie

Toimiala Sukupuolinäkökohdat, tasa-arvo ja monimuotoisuus
Hakusana Euroopan parlamentin vaalit | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet | oikeudet ja vapaudet |

OIKEUS | POLITIIKKA | sosiaalinen elämä | vaalilainsäädäntö | vaalimenettely ja äänestäminen | vammainen henkilö |
vapauteen, turvallisuuteen ja oikeuteen perustuva alue | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | äänioikeus

Yhteenveto People with disabilities still find it hard to participate in elections in the European Union. This infographic compares
national practices aimed at helping people with disabilities exercise their electoral rights in the EU.

Lyhyesti EN

Commission's fourth annual rule of law report
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 22-02-2024
Tekijä MAŃKO Rafał

Toimiala Demokratia | EU:n demokratia sekä institutionaalinen ja parlamentaarinen oikeus
Hakusana Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | oikeudet ja vapaudet |

OIKEUS | painovapaus | vapauteen, turvallisuuteen ja oikeuteen perustuva alue | viestinnän monimuotoisuus |
viestintä

Yhteenveto In July 2023, the Commission adopted its fourth annual rule of law report, covering judicial independence, the anti-
corruption framework, media freedom and checks and balances in all Member States. As in previous years, the
European Parliament's Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE) has tabled a motion for a
resolution on the report, highlighting progress and identifying areas for possible further improvement.

Lyhyesti EN

Strategic lawsuits against public participation (SLAPPs)
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 13-02-2024
Tekijä MAŃKO Rafał

Toimiala Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue
Hakusana ehdotus (EU) | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | ihmisoikeudet |

KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | oikeudenkäyntimenettely | oikeudet ja vapaudet |
OIKEUS | oikeus | oikeus oikeussuojaan | osallistava demokratia | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen
kehys | poliittinen osallistuminen | POLITIIKKA | rajat ylittävä yhteistyö | sananvapaus | tiedonvälityksen vapaus |
viestintä | viestintä- ja tiedotusalan ammatti | yhteistyöpolitiikka | yksityisoikeudellinen yhteistyö

Yhteenveto On 29 November 2023, the European Parliament and the Council of the EU reached a compromise on the proposed
directive to protect journalists and human rights activists from abusive cross- border civil proceedings, known as
strategic lawsuits against public participation (SLAPPs). The directive's aim is to enable judges to identify SLAPPs and
order their early dismissal, and thus spare the journalists or activists targeted by such proceedings the need to defend
the manifestly unfounded claim brought against them in bad faith with the sole purpose of harassing them. The main
changes to the original proposal include a broadening of the scope of application of the directive through two new
inclusive definitions – for 'cross-border implications' and 'public participation' – and the introduction of a rule on
reimbursement of legal costs incurred by a SLAPP victim, unless it is shown that such costs were excessive. Although
journalists are also targeted by criminal SLAPPs, this directive would only apply to civil litigation, and only in cross-
border cases. Parliament is expected to approve the compromise text during its session in the week of 26 February
2024, which would allow it to be published in the Official Journal in the spring. The EU Member States will then have 2
years to implement the directive, that is, by 2026. Fourth edition. The first two editions were written by Micaela Del
Monte and Maria Díaz Crego, and the third was updated by Rafał Mańko. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings
are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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Enhancing the protection of human rights defenders (HRDs): Facilitating access to the EU and supporting
HRDs from third countries

Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus
Päivämäärä 01-02-2024

Ulkopuolinen laatija Elspeth GUILD; Niovi VAVOULA; Vasiliki APATZIDOU
Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet

Hakusana direktiivi (EU) | EU:n siirtolaispolitiikka | EU:n tuki | EU:n viisumipolitiikka | Euroopan ulkosuhdehallinto | EUROOPAN
UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | Euroopan unionin
ulkoraja | henkilöiden vapaa liikkuvuus | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen oikeus | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET |
kolmas maa | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | siirtolainen | siirtolaisuus | talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE |
YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto This study provides a comprehensive exploration of measures aimed at facilitating access to and expanding support
for human rights defenders (HRDs) in the European Union (EU). Its introduction deals with the fundamental issue of
defining HRDs which, in turn, will enable visa, borders and migration officers to apply the various recommendations
here proposed. The subsequent section delves into the EU’s Visa Code and Handbook, proposing substantial changes
to accommodate the needs of HRDs seeking entry and short stays in the EU. For longer stays, the study examines
available options within the existing legal migration acquis and possibilities offered by the Temporary Protection
Directive. It also proposes a self-standing proposal for a Directive that aims to deal with HRDs’ extended stays in the
EU. Socio-economic assistance for HRDs is then discussed by proposing specific possibilities for additional measures,
resources and policies at the EU level. The impact of digitalisation and EU databases on HRDs is also examined.
Lastly, it presents recommendations categorised as soft-law and hard-law, providing a robust framework to safeguard
HRDs and facilitate their access to the EU.

Tutkimus EN

Definitions of rape in the legislation of EU Member States
Julkaisutyyppi Selvitys

Päivämäärä 26-01-2024
Tekijä ZAMFIR Ionel

Toimiala Sukupuolinäkökohdat, tasa-arvo ja monimuotoisuus
Hakusana EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | ihmisoikeudet | lainsäädäntömenettely | naisliike | naisten oikeudet |

oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | parlamentin työskentely | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | POLITIIKKA |
rikosoikeus | seksuaalinen väkivalta | sukupuolinen ahdistelu | sukupuolten tasa-arvo | unionin oikeus | unionin oikeus
– kansallinen oikeus

Yhteenveto This comparative analysis of the national legislation on rape in European Union Member States provides an overview
of legal provisions with a focus on the notion of consent. According to the proposed EU directive on violence against
women and domestic violence, lack of consent from victims of rape should be made a constitutive element of the
crime.

Selvitys EN

Extraterritorial processing of asylum claims
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 19-01-2024
Tekijä LECLERC GABIJA | MENTZELOPOULOU Maria-Margarita | ORAV Anita

Toimiala Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue
Hakusana EU:n siirtolaispolitiikka | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen oikeus | kansainvälinen oikeus | kansainvälinen turvallisuus |

KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | perusoikeudet | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen
turvallisuus | POLITIIKKA | rajavalvonta | siirtolaisuus | turvapaikanhakija | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto In the past decade, continuous migration and asylum pressure on European Union Member States has made the
external dimension of the EU's approach to migration management all the more important. The need to address
challenges relating to external border management has reoriented EU migration policy towards extended and stricter
border controls, combined with the externalisation of migration management through cooperation with third countries.
In this context, the external processing of asylum claims has also been put forward as a possibility. External
processing entails applications for international protection being processed beyond the EU's external borders, in third
countries. An individual processed externally whose claim was successful would then, in theory, be resettled to an EU
Member State. Asylum is governed by international, EU and national laws. Both EU and national asylum legislation
must be aligned with the international legal framework. Although EU law does not provide for the processing of asylum
applications outside the EU, the idea of 'transit' or 'processing' centres in third countries has been recurrent over the
years. Examples of externalisation procedures can be found around the world. Some non-EU countries, such as
Australia and the United States, have practical experience of the extra-territorial processing of asylum claims. Back in
1986, Denmark tabled a draft resolution in the United Nations (UN) General Assembly to create UN centres where
asylum claims could be processed, in order to coordinate the resettlement of refugees among all states. Later, in 2001
and 2002, when the EU experienced the first peak of migrant arrivals in the EU, this was followed by a series of
proposals involving the external processing of asylum requests. Extraterritorial processing was first put forward by the
United Kingdom in 2003, while Germany proposed the establishment of asylum centres in North Africa in 2005.
Another upsurge of arrivals was experienced from 2014 to 2016; this led – among other things – to the signature of the
EU-Turkey Statement. The series of proposals made over the years with a view to externalising migration policies,
have raised concerns, not least in relation to the human rights implications, asylum procedures and EU and
international law.
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Due Diligence in EU Institutions' Own-Account Procurement: Rules and Practices
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 12-01-2024
Ulkopuolinen laatija Claire METHVEN O’BRIEN, Roberto CARANTA

Toimiala Lainsäädännön ja toimintapolitiikan käytännön arviointi | Talousarvio | Talousarvion valvonta
Hakusana EU:n elin | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | ihmisoikeudet | julkinen

hankinta | KAUPPA | kauppapolitiikka | kestävä tuote | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | talouspolitiikka |
TALOUSTIEDE

Yhteenveto This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Committee on Budgetary Control (CONT), investigates
whether EU institutions implement human rights and sustainability due diligence when they purchase goods and
services. Based on documentary analysis and interviews, this study finds that sustainability due diligence is lacking in
procurement carried out by the European Parliament, the European Commission and the EU agencies. Accordingly, it
makes recommendations to promote better integration of due diligence into the procurement of goods and services by
the EU institutions.
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Yhteenveto DE, EN, ES, FR, IT, PL

Plenary round-up – December 2023
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 15-12-2023
Tekijä FERGUSON CLARE | SOCHACKA KATARZYNA

Toimiala EU:n demokratia sekä institutionaalinen ja parlamentaarinen oikeus
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | demokratia | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja

unionin virkamieskunta | Frontex | ihmisoikeudet | ihmisoikeusliike | Iran | kulttuuripalkinto | kunnianosoitus |
MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | poliittinen
maantiede | POLITIIKKA | sosiaalinen elämä | talousmaantiede | yhteinen ulko- ja turvallisuuspolitiikka |
YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto The highlight of the December plenary session was Parliament's award of the 2023 Sakharov Prize to Jina Mahsa
Amini and the Woman, Life, Freedom Movement in Iran. Members held a debate with the Council and European
Commission on the preparation of the European Council meeting of 14-15 December 2023 and reviewed the Spanish
Presidency of the Council. Further debates took place on Council and Commission statements on Parliament's call for
the right to disconnect, the defence of democracy package, European economic security strategy and the planned
dissolution of key anti-corruption structures in Slovakia and the implications for the rule of law. Members also debated
the European defence investment programme, and discussed Frontex in the light of the fact-finding mission of
Parliament's working group for Frontex scrutiny. Members debated the outcome of the 2023 United Nations Climate
Change Conference in Dubai, United Arab Emirates (COP28). Debates were held on statements by the High
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, among other topics, on the need to release all
hostages, to achieve a humanitarian ceasefire and prospects for a two-state solution in Israel; and in the presence of
Commission Vice-President Valdis Dombrovskis, on the environmental consequences of Russia's aggression against
Ukraine.

Lyhyesti EN

International Agreements in Progress - The Samoa Agreement with African, Caribbean and Pacific States
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 11-12-2023
Tekijä PICHON Eric

Toimiala Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | Cotonoun sopimus | demokratia | EU:n kansainvälinen kumppanuus | Euroopan rakentamistyö |

EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA |
Samoa | taloudellinen kehitys | taloudellinen tilanne | talousmaantiede | TALOUSTIEDE

Yhteenveto On 15 November 2023, the European Union (EU) and its Member States signed a new partnership agreement
(referred to as the 'Samoa Agreement') with member states of the Organisation of African, Caribbean and Pacific
States (OACPS). The multiple negotiation levels, the coronavirus crisis and difficulties in reaching agreement on
sensitive issues, such as migration management and sexual and reproductive health and rights, prevented the new
agreement from being finalised by the initial expiry date set in the Cotonou Agreement. It took more than two years of
negotiations before the text of a renewed partnership agreement was initialled in April 2021, and two more years for
the EU Member States to resolve dissenting views before signing. The future agreement will be provisionally applied
from January 2024, and further legal procedures will be required before it can enter fully into force, notably ratification
by at least two-thirds (53) of OACPS members. The Samoa Agreement is based on six key priorities: human rights,
democracy and governance; peace and security; human and social development; inclusive, sustainable economic
growth and development; environmental sustainability and climate change; and migration and mobility. The EU and the
OACPS agreed on the principle of a common foundation complemented by three regional protocols (for African,
Caribbean, and Pacific OACPS members respectively). The European Parliament succeeded in maintaining the ACP-
EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly; three regional parliamentary assemblies will be created in the partnership's future
institutional set-up. 10th edition of a briefing previously entitled 'After Cotonou'. To view earlier editions of this briefing,
please see the EPRS blog. 'After Cotonou' 10th edition. The 'International Agreements in Progress' briefings are
updated at key stages throughout the process, from initial discussions through to ratification.
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The 2020-2025 LGBTIQ equality strategy: Implementation overview
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 06-12-2023
Tekijä EISELE Katharina

Toimiala Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue
Hakusana Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | rikosoikeus |

seksuaalinen vähemmistö | seksuaalinen väkivalta | sukupuolten tasa-arvo | vaikeuksissa oleva yritys | vapauteen,
turvallisuuteen ja oikeuteen perustuva alue | yrityksen organisaatio | YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

Yhteenveto On 12 November 2020, the European Commission adopted the 'Union of Equality: LGBTIQ Equality Strategy 2020-
2025'. With its LGBTIQ equality strategy, the Commission seeks to address inequalities and challenges affecting
LGBTIQ people, with the objective of moving towards a Union of equality. It underscores the diversity of needs of
LGBTIQ people, including the most vulnerable groups who experience intersectional discrimination, and trans, non-
binary and intersex people who are the least accepted groups in society. Conducted at the request of the European
Parliament's Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE), this study offers an overview of
implementation of the Commission's LGBTIQ equality strategy to date. The study examines the progress made in the
past 3 years. It also studies the position of the European Parliament, which has been very active as regards the
protection of rights of LGBTI people in the past four decades, along with the positions of other EU institutions,
stakeholders and experts. The study has been prepared to feed into the LIBE committee's implementation report
'Implementation of the EU LGBTIQ equality strategy 2020-2025', Rapporteur José Gusmao (The Left, Portugal).

Tutkimus EN

2023 Sakharov Prize laureate: Jina Mahsa Amini and the Woman, Life, Freedom Movement in Iran
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 30-11-2023
Tekijä IMMENKAMP Beatrix

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | demokratia | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet | ihmisoikeusliike | Iran

| kunnianosoitus | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | perusoikeudet | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen
turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | poliittinen maantiede | POLITIIKKA | sosiaalinen elämä | talousmaantiede | yhteinen
ulko- ja turvallisuuspolitiikka | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto Respect for fundamental freedoms and human rights is a core value of the EU, which it promotes through its policies.
The European Parliament's Sakharov Prize honours the work of those who stand up for these freedoms and rights.
With peace and human rights under increased attack today, the prize remains as relevant as ever. This year it has
been awarded to the late Jina Mahsa Amini and the Woman, Life, Freedom Movement in Iran. The award ceremony
will be held during the European Parliament's December plenary session.

Lyhyesti BG, DE, EN, ES, FR, IT, PL, XL

Proposal for a ban on goods made using forced labour
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 24-11-2023
Tekijä ALTMAYER Anne | SPINACI STEFANO

Toimiala Kuluttajansuoja | Sisämarkkinat ja tulliunioni
Hakusana ehdotus (EU) | EU:n markkinat | EU:n tullimenettely | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan

unionin oikeus | ihmisoikeudet | KAUPPA | kauppaa koskevat säännökset | kauppapolitiikka | lapsityövoima |
markkinavalvonta | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | orjuus | sisämarkkinat | tariffipolitiikka | työllisyys | TYÖLLISYYS
JA TYÖ | vientituotteiden valvonta | yhteinen kauppapolitiikka

Yhteenveto On 14 September 2022, the Commission proposed a regulation to ban products made using forced labour, including
child labour, on the European Union (EU) internal market. The proposal covers all products made available on the EU
market, whether made in the EU for domestic consumption and for export, or imported. It covers products of any type,
including their components, from all sectors and industries. EU Member States would be in charge of enforcing its
provisions, and their national authorities would be able to withdraw products made with the use of forced labour from
the EU market. Customs authorities would identify and stop such products at EU borders. In the European Parliament,
the file has been jointly referred to the IMCO and INTA committees. Their joint report on the proposal was adopted in
October 2023 and was confirmed as Parliament's position for the trilogue negotiations during the November I plenary
session. Second edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative
procedure.
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Corporate sustainability due diligence: How to integrate human rights and environmental concerns in
value chains

Julkaisutyyppi Briefing
Päivämäärä 17-10-2023

Tekijä SPINACI STEFANO
Toimiala Talous- ja raha-asiat

Hakusana arvoketju | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | ihmisoikeudet | kestävä kehitys
| oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeusvarmuuden periaate | pelastuspalvelu | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus
| POLITIIKKA | siviilioikeudellinen vastuu | siviilioikeus | talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE | tuotanto | TUOTANTO,
TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | vapauteen, turvallisuuteen ja oikeuteen perustuva alue

Yhteenveto Companies can play a key role in building a sustainable economy and society. At the same time, their global value
chains can pose risks to human rights and the environment. A growing number of EU companies have taken initiatives
to deploy due diligence processes, often using existing voluntary international standards on responsible business
conduct. Some Member States have meanwhile started developing their own legal frameworks on corporate due
diligence. In a legislative-initiative resolution adopted in 2020, Parliament called on the Commission to introduce
mandatory due diligence legislation to avoid fragmentation and to give businesses and citizens legal certainty. In
February 2022, the Commission proposed a directive laying down rules on corporate due diligence obligations,
directors' duties, civil liability and protection of persons reporting breaches. The legislative file is subject to the ordinary
legislative procedure. The Council reached political agreement on a general approach in December 2022. In
Parliament, eight committees submitted opinions to the Committee on Legal Affairs (responsible for the dossier), which
adopted its report on the Commission proposal in April 2023. Parliament voted on the report during its June 2023
plenary session. The co legislators then entered into interinstitutional negotiations on the final text. Third edition. The
'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto The purpose of World Mental Health Day is to improve knowledge, raise awareness and mobilise efforts in support of
mental health around the world. This year's theme, 'Mental health is a universal human right', underlines that a mental
health condition should never be a reason to deprive a person of their human rights.
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Strengthening the democracy clause in EU agreements and instruments: Exploring election conditionality
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Yhteenveto This briefing considers where electoral conditionality could be included in European Union (EU) relations with third
countries and offers three viable options, namely as part of: direct budget support; General Scheme of Preferences
Plus (GSP+); and the Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument-Global Europe (NDICI-
GE). In all three cases, not only would electoral conditionality incentivise partner countries to adhere to electoral
recommendations, but also encourage them to invite international observer organisations to their elections. Within
GSP/GSP+, such observation can be understood as a monitoring tool for implementing human rights conventions
within beneficiary countries. Moreover, a newly designed thematic regional NDICI-GE instrument could make EU
funding conditional on fulfilling recommendations from election observers. The briefing concludes with suggestions on
how to enhance the practice of election observation as a foreign policy tool, with the aim of strengthening electoral
integrity.
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Standards for equality bodies: Equal treatment between women and men in employment (ordinary
legislative procedure)
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Hakusana demokratia | direktiivi (EU) | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | ihmisoikeudet
| oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA | sukupuolisyrjintä | sukupuolten tasa-arvo |
vapauteen, turvallisuuteen ja oikeuteen perustuva alue

Yhteenveto Several EU directives dealing with equality require EU Member States to establish equality bodies with a focus on
assisting victims of discrimination and preventing and fighting discrimination on the grounds listed under the directives.
However, their rules are general and have no precise definition of these bodies' duties and manner of operation, thus
leading to disparities among the Member States' bodies. Additionally, the work of some Member States' bodies has
been hampered by lack of resources, insufficient independence or a narrow remit. In December 2022, the European
Commission published a proposal, under the ordinary legislative procedure, setting standards for equality bodies
involved in fighting discrimination between men and women in the area of employment, in parallel with another
proposal fighting discrimination on other grounds, under the consent procedure. The proposal reinforces the equality
bodies' independence, resources and mandate. While generally welcoming it, stakeholders have suggested specific
changes to its provisions. Second edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages
throughout the legislative procedure.
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väkivalta | sosiaalinen elämä | sukupuolisyrjintä | sukupuolten tasa-arvo | uhrien auttaminen | väestötiede ja väestö |
YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto Violence directed against a woman because she is a woman, or that affects women disproportionately ('gender-based
violence against women') is a violation of fundamental rights, and a major obstacle to gender equality in all EU Member
States. Despite increased attention, national legislation does not offer equal protection for women against all forms of
gender-based violence across the EU, and there are significant gaps in the measures adopted at EU level. On 8 March
2022, the European Commission adopted a legislative proposal on combating violence against women and domestic
violence, to enshrine minimum standards in EU law for criminalising certain forms of gender-based violence, improve
access to justice, protection and support for victims, ensure coordination between relevant services, and prevent these
types of crime. In July 2023, based on the joint report drafted by its Committees for Gender Equality (FEMM) and Civil
Liberties (LIBE), the Parliament decided to enter into interinstitutional negotiations. It will need to find agreement with
the Council, particularly on the extent of EU competences to criminalise at EU level certain forms of violence against
women. The position adopted by the Council weakens the proposal significantly by removing rape and other crimes,
because the Council considers that there is no legal basis in the Treaties to define them at EU level. Second edition of
a briefing, the first edition of which was drafted by Rosamund Shreeves. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are
updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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Yhteenveto Year after year, tens of thousands of people try to reach the EU from the coasts of Turkey and Africa, risking their lives
at sea. Irregular migration to Europe is predominantly concentrated in the Mediterranean, where there are frequent
reports of people being rescued at sea and of shipwreck incidents. Between January and June 2022, on average five
people died per day during their attempt to cross the Mediterranean Sea, according to the EU's Fundamental Rights
Agency (FRA), and 28 021 persons have been recorded missing since 2014. This is most likely an under-estimate, as
many cases go unreported or even completely unnoticed.
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Yhteenveto This study, commissioned by the European Parliament's Policy Department for Citizens' Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the Committee on Petitions (PETI), provides an overview of the right to petition and the rules,
procedures and practices used by parliaments for handling petitions, notably in terms of the submission of petitions,
admissibility criteria, powers of consideration and criteria for closing petitions. The study also discusses publicity and
feedback provided by petitions systems and the relationship between petitions systems and ombudsmen.
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Yhteenveto On 26 July 2023, a coup by his military entourage overthrew President Bazoum in Niger. On 30 August, just after
President Ali Bongo had been officially declared elected for a third term in Gabon, a group of military officers
announced his removal from office and arrest, and suspended the constitution. These latest coups add to the growing
list of unconstitutional changes of government in sub-Saharan Africa in recent years. During the September plenary,
Question Time with the High Representative/Vice-President (HR/VP), Josep Borrell, will focus on the challenges these
coups bring to the EU strategies in the region.
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Prisoners' voting rights in European Parliament elections
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Yhteenveto In the European Union, provisions concerning prisoners' right to vote vary from one Member State to another. While a

significant number of EU Member States place no restrictions at all on prisoners voting, many Member States deprive
inmates of the right to vote, depending on the type of offence committed and/or the length of their sentence. A small
number of Member States deprive inmates of the right to vote permanently, even after they have served their
sentences. In those cases where inmates do have the right to vote, the process is facilitated in various ways, including
postal votes, proxy votes and the creation of special polling stations. The arguments in favour and against
disenfranchisement on account of a criminal conviction are well known. Those in favour argue that depriving a person
of the right to vote is part of the punitive process, while those against argue that voting is a right linked to citizenship
and when individuals are convicted and lose their right to liberty, they do not cease to exist as citizens. They argue that
deprivation of the right to vote should not be part of the punitive process because there is no evidence supporting the
claim that disenfranchisement acts as a significant deterrent. The current European Electoral Act on elections to the
European Parliament does not provide for a uniform electoral system applicable in all the EU Member States. It
contains a set of common principles that are to be upheld in the different domestic laws applicable to European
elections. It does not define expressly and precisely who is entitled to vote or stand for election. Nor does it contain
specific provisions concerning the exercise of the right to vote of prisoners. The definition of such provisions remains
within the competence of each Member State. This briefing looks at the international and European standards
applicable to the right to vote of prisoners. It also examines the existing provisions in the 27 EU Member States in
relation the European Parliament elections. This briefing is one in a series of publications looking ahead to the 2024
European elections.
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Yhteenveto Common foreign and security policy (CFSP) has a particular status in the EU legal framework, part of which is the
unanimity rule within the Council. This report analyses decision-making rules in CFSP from a 'cost of non-Europe'
perspective. It identifies CFSP challenges and the extent to which they could be attributed to unanimity. This allows us
to identify the current 'cost of unanimity'. The report also analyses possible alternatives to unanimity decision-making in
CFSP, such as a switch to qualified majority voting (QMV), including their costs and benefits. The study develops
several policy options, including options within the current legal framework, options requiring Treaty change, and
options requiring a departure from the intergovernmentalism in CFSP.
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Standards for equality bodies: Discrimination under Article 19 TFEU grounds
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Yhteenveto Several EU directives dealing with equality require EU Member States to establish equality bodies with a focus on
assisting victims of discrimination and preventing and fighting discrimination on the grounds listed under the directives.
However, their rules are too general and have no precise definition of these bodies' duties and manner of operation,
thus leading to disparities among the Member States' bodies. Additionally, the work of some Member States' bodies
has been hampered by lack of resources, insufficient independence or a narrow remit. In 2018, the European
Commission adopted a recommendation on standards for equality bodies. Later, after assessing its implementation, it
decided to shift to binding legislation. In a package of legislative measures on equality, in December 2022 it published
a proposal setting standards for equality bodies fighting discrimination on several grounds. A second proposal, under
the ordinary legislative procedure, focuses specifically on equality between men and women in the employment field.
The proposal reinforces the equality bodies' independence, resources and mandate. While generally welcoming the
proposal, stakeholders have suggested specific changes to its provisions. First edition. The 'EU Legislation in
Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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Yhteenveto On 27 June 2023, the Legal Affairs Committee adopted its report on the proposal for a directive concerning the
protection of journalists and human rights defenders from abusive cross-border civil proceedings, often referred to as
SLAPPs. The Committee supports the proposal, and has put forward a number of amendments to strengthen it. Tabled
for debate during the July plenary session, the report as adopted then will form the basis for trilogue negotiations with
the Council, which adopted its general approach on 9 June.
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Yhteenveto In December 2022, the European Commission presented a proposal to review Directive 2011/36/EU to strengthen the
rules on combating trafficking in human beings and to better protect victims. Despite some progress achieved in recent
years, it is estimated that over 7 000 people become victims of human trafficking in the EU on an annual basis,
although the figure could be much higher because many victims remain undetected. Human trafficking is not only a
serious and borderless crime, but also a lucrative business, driven by demand for sexual (and other) services.
Criminals exploit vulnerable people (increasingly children), making high profits and taking relatively low risks.
Vulnerability can result from a whole range of factors, including socio-economic ones, and migrants are a particularly
vulnerable group. Gender also plays an important part, as women and men are not trafficked in the same way or for
the same purpose. Women and girls represent a disproportionately high number of victims, both globally and at EU
level, especially in terms of sexual exploitation. This form of exploitation is still dominant in the EU, even though other
forms are on the rise, such as exploitation for forced labour and for criminal activities. The COVID 19 pandemic and
the war in Ukraine have brought new challenges for victims, as well as amplifying the vulnerabilities of those most at
risk. Traffickers – like legal businesses – have increasingly moved to digital modi operandi. In its efforts to eradicate
human trafficking, the EU has not only created a legal framework, comprising an anti-trafficking directive and
instruments to protect victims' rights and prevent labour exploitation; it has also put in place an operational cooperation
network involving decentralised EU agencies, including Europol, Eurojust, CEPOL and Frontex. Moreover, trafficking in
human beings is a priority in the EU policy cycle for organised and serious international crime. The European
Parliament plays a major role, not only in designing policies but also in evaluating their implementation. This is an
update of a briefing written by Piotr Bąkowski and Sofija Voronova in 2021.
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Yhteenveto Following revelations that several EU governments used the Pegasus spyware software against journalists, politicians,
officials and other public figures, the European Parliament set up a Committee of Inquiry to investigate the use of
Pegasus and equivalent surveillance spyware (PEGA). Parliament is set to hold a debate on PEGA's findings and vote
on a recommendation to the Council and Commission during the June 2023 session.

Lyhyesti DE, EN, ES, FR, IT, PL

Corporate sustainability due diligence
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 25-05-2023
Tekijä SPINACI STEFANO

Toimiala Rahoitus- ja pankkiasiat | Talous- ja raha-asiat
Hakusana direktiivi (EU) | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | FINANSSIASIAT | ihmisoikeudet | ihmisoikeusliike |

korporativismi | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeusvarmuuden periaate | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus |
POLITIIKKA | rahoitus ja investointi | sijoittautumisoikeus | työllisyys | TYÖLLISYYS JA TYÖ | työmarkkinasuhteet ja
työoikeus | yrityksen rahoitus

Yhteenveto In February 2022, the European Commission proposed a draft directive on corporate sustainability due diligence, to
introduce mandatory due diligence on human rights and environmental criteria, and directors' duty of care. Parliament
has long advocated binding EU legislation on this issue, not least in a 2021 resolution. In March 2023, the Committee
on Legal Affairs adopted its report on the proposal, calling for a number of changes. The report will be debated during
the May II 2023 plenary session, with a view to setting Parliament's position for trilogue.
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_BRI(2021)690616
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/690616/EPRS_BRI(2021)690616_EN.pdf
https://youtu.be/zFQD8_kqFOk
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/rss/podcast/eprs-policy-podcast/mp3/2021/20210701-action-against-human-traffiking.mp3
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_ATA(2023)747923
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2023/747923/EPRS_ATA(2023)747923_DE.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2023/747923/EPRS_ATA(2023)747923_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2023/747923/EPRS_ATA(2023)747923_ES.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2023/747923/EPRS_ATA(2023)747923_FR.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2023/747923/EPRS_ATA(2023)747923_IT.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2023/747923/EPRS_ATA(2023)747923_PL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_ATA(2023)747901
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2023/747901/EPRS_ATA(2023)747901_DE.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2023/747901/EPRS_ATA(2023)747901_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2023/747901/EPRS_ATA(2023)747901_ES.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2023/747901/EPRS_ATA(2023)747901_FR.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2023/747901/EPRS_ATA(2023)747901_IT.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2023/747901/EPRS_ATA(2023)747901_PL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/fi/legal-notice


The rights of LGBTI people in the European Union
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 16-05-2023
Tekijä DE GROOT DAVID ARMAND JACQUES GERA

Hakusana ihmisoikeudet | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | seksuaaliseen suuntautuneisuuteen perustuva syrjintä
Yhteenveto The prohibition of discrimination and the protection of human rights are important elements of the EU legal order.

Nevertheless, discrimination against lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) people persists
throughout the EU and takes various forms, including verbal abuse and physical violence. Sexual orientation is now
recognised in EU law as grounds of discrimination. However, the scope of the provisions dealing with this issue is
limited and does not cover social protection, health care, education or access to goods and services, leaving LGBTI
people particularly vulnerable in these areas. Moreover, EU competence does not extend to recognition of marital or
family status. In this area, national regulations vary, with some Member States offering same-sex couples the right to
marry, others allowing alternative forms of registration, and yet others not providing any legal status for same-sex
couples. Same-sex couples may or may not have the right to adopt children and to access assisted reproduction.
These divergent legal statuses have implications, for instance, for partners from two Member States with different
standards who want to formalise/legalise their relationship, or for same-sex couples and their families wishing to move
to another Member State. Combating discrimination has become part of EU internal and external policies, and is the
subject of numerous resolutions of the European Parliament. However, action in this area remains problematic when it
touches on issues pertaining to areas traditionally the preserve of Member States, such as marital status and family
law. This is a further updated version of a briefing the previous edition of which was published in May 2022.

Briefing EN

An Assessment of the State of the EU Schengen Area and its External Borders
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 15-05-2023
Ulkopuolinen laatija Sergio CARRERA, Davide COLOMBI, Roberto CORTINOVIS

Toimiala Unionin oikeus: oikeusjärjestelmä ja säädökset | Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue
Hakusana EU:n poliisiasiain yhteistyö | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin ulkoraja |

ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen oikeus | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | Schengenin sopimus
Yhteenveto This Study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional

Affairs at the request of the LIBE Committee, assesses the state of play of the EU Schengen area and the latest legal
and policy developments with direct relevance to the Schengen acquis. It analyses the impact of these developments,
and the role of ‘declared crisis’, on the Schengen Borders Code, Luxembourg Court standards and EU Treaty
principles and fundamental rights. The Study calls for an approach based on ‘merited or deserved trust’ to uphold the
legitimacy of the Schengen area. Such an approach should focus on the effective and timely enforcement of EU rules
and Treaty values – chiefly the rule of law and fundamental rights – instead of expanding intra-EU policing and the
proliferation of technological surveillance and databases leading to the (in)securitisation of people’s freedom of
movement.

Tutkimus EN

Yhteenveto DE, EN, FR

Research for CULT Committee - European Media Freedom Act: Policy Recommendations Concomitant
expertise for legislative report

Julkaisutyyppi Briefing
Päivämäärä 04-05-2023

Ulkopuolinen laatija Institute of European Media Law (EMR): Mark D. COLE, Christina ETTELDORF
Toimiala Koulutus | Kulttuuri

Hakusana digitaalinen jakelu | digitaalinen sisältö | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet |
joukkoviestintävälineet | kaupanpitäminen | KAUPPA | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS |
painovapaus | teknologia ja tekninen sääntely | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | vapauteen,
turvallisuuteen ja oikeuteen perustuva alue | viestintä

Yhteenveto The following policy recommendations supplement the background analysis that was prepared for the European
Parliament’s Committee on Culture and Education (CULT committee) on the “European Media Freedom Act (EMFA) –
Background Analysis” . The Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council establishing a
common framework for media services in the internal market (European Media Freedom Act) and amending Directive
2010/13/EU (‘EMFA’)  was published on 16 September 2022 and accompanied by the Commission Recommendation
(EU) 2022/1634 on internal safeguards for editorial independence and ownership transparency in the media sector .
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)747896
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/747896/EPRS_BRI(2023)747896_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/IPOL_STU(2023)737109
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/737109/IPOL_STU(2023)737109_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/737109/IPOL_STU(2023)737109(SUM01)_DE.pdf
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2023/737109/IPOL_STU(2023)737109(SUM01)_FR.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/IPOL_BRI(2023)733130
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/IPOL_BRI(2023)733130
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/733130/IPOL_BRI(2023)733130_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/fi/legal-notice


The opposition of models and narratives in the field of human rights.
Julkaisutyyppi Selvitys

Päivämäärä 30-04-2023
Ulkopuolinen laatija Rosa FREEDMAN

Toimiala Globaali hallinta | Ihmisoikeudet | Kansainvälinen julkisoikeus | Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu
Hakusana Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | hallinnollinen johtaminen | ihmisoikeudet | ihmisoikeusliike | oikeudet

ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | POLITIIKKA | toimintaohjelma | vapauteen,
turvallisuuteen ja oikeuteen perustuva alue | YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

Yhteenveto This In-depth analysis focuses on competing human rights narratives, particularly those that challenge or undermine
the priorities set out in the European Union (EU) Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy 2020-2024. It identifies
the strategies deployed to advance those narratives internationally, some of the main proponents of those narratives
and key motivations for those agendas. The paper provides evidence-based recommendations for ways in which the
EU may counter those narratives. In particular, it highlights the need for the EU to advance a human rights-centred
approach to development and preventing economic insecurity. Human rights should be prioritised across all EU
activities with third parties. Moreover, competing human narratives should be countered by strengthening civil society
and seeking new ways to oppose the soft power initiatives being deployed to advance competing narratives globally.

Selvitys EN

Women's rights in Afghanistan: An ongoing battle
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 04-04-2023
Tekijä LECLERC GABIJA | SHREEVES Rosamund

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Sukupuolinäkökohdat, tasa-arvo ja monimuotoisuus
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | Afganistan | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet | kulttuuri ja uskonto |

MAANTIEDE | muslimien oikeus | naisten oikeudet | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeuslähteet ja oikeuden alat |
sukupuolten tasa-arvo | uskonnonvapaus | uskonto | yhteinen ulko- ja turvallisuuspolitiikka | YHTEISKUNNALLISET
KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto Since the Taliban regime overtook the country in mid-August 2021, Afghanistan's record on women's rights has been
manifestly one of, if not the worst, worldwide. Despite promises to 'uphold women's rights in line with Sharia law', from
the very first weeks of its rule, the Taliban started suppressing the rights of their citizens, with women the main target
of restrictions. As well as prohibiting women and girls from traveling without a male relative, the Taliban have also
denied them post-primary education, banned them from numerous public places and restricted their employment to
health care and primary education. In December 2022, women were also banned from working for non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) in most sectors. Then, in early April 2023, the Taliban extended the ban to include Afghan
women working for the United Nations Mission in the country.
This crackdown on women's rights has attracted considerable international condemnation, including from Muslim
states. In response to the regressive policies, many international donors have reduced or threatened to halt their
humanitarian assistance, upon which the country is strongly reliant. It is feared that women could, unintentionally, be
those most impacted by this reduction or suspension of humanitarian aid. The Taliban nevertheless appears inflexible,
leaving international actors with a dilemma as to how to proceed.
The European Union (EU) has been engaged in Afghanistan since the mid-1980s and has prioritised advancing
Afghan women's rights. While changing its terms of engagement, it has continued to provide humanitarian aid and to
support civil society. The European Parliament has followed the situation closely and recommended further action to
support Afghan women and girls.
This briefing analyses the current situation of women's rights in Afghanistan, taking a long view. Women's rights have
been an intense battleground between different actors for over a century, with periods of promising reforms followed by
resistance and often reversals of progress. This helps to explain how a country, where women won voting rights in
1919 – earlier than in most of the Western world – has ended up by treating its female population in a manner possibly
amounting to a crime against humanity.
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EXPO_IDA(2023)702584
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2023/702584/EXPO_IDA(2023)702584_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_BRI(2023)747084
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2023/747084/EPRS_BRI(2023)747084_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/fi/legal-notice


State of play of academic freedom in the EU member states: Overview of de facto trends and
developments

Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus
Päivämäärä 23-03-2023

Ulkopuolinen laatija This study has been written by Peter Maassen, Dennis Martinsen, Mari Elken, Jens Jungblut and Elisabeth
Lackner of the University of Oslo, at the request of the Panel for the Future of Science and Technology (STOA)
and managed by the Scientific Foresight Unit, within the Directorate-General for Parliamentary Research
Services (EPRS) of the Secretariat of the European Parliament

Toimiala Kulttuuri
Hakusana akateeminen vapaus | demokratia | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet | korkeakoulu |

korkeakouluopetus | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | koulutusjärjestelmä | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | opetus |
opetusjärjestelmä | poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA | vapauteen, turvallisuuteen ja oikeuteen perustuva alue

Yhteenveto Ever since the early history of European universities, academic freedom has been acknowledged to be a fundamental
feature of any higher education research system or institution. The emergence of the research university model in
Germany in the early 1800s, highlighting the basic concepts of Lehrfreiheit and Lernfreiheit, contributed strongly to the
central position of academic freedom in present-day higher education systems. Following the widespread
democratisation of Europe and other parts of the world during the second half of the 20th century, academic freedom
became no longer simply an abstract concept; in many countries, it was codified as a specific freedom. More recently,
academic freedom has been recognised as a basic condition for a healthy democracy and an essential feature of any
democratic political order. Currently, major breaches of and threats to academic freedom can be observed across
Europe and the world. Presenting independent research into the de facto state of play of academic freedom in the EU
Member States, this study has been designed to contribute to a better understanding of potential and real threats to
academic freedom in the EU Member States, and ways in which the protection of academic freedom can be
strengthened.

Tutkimus EN

Liite 1 EN

How academic freedom is monitored - Overview of methods and procedures
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 22-03-2023
Ulkopuolinen laatija This study has been completed by Gergely Kováts (Corvinus University of Budapest, Hungary) and Zoltán

Rónay (Eötvös Lorand University, Budapest, Hungary) at the request of the Panel for the Future of Science and
Technology (STOA) and managed by the Scientific Foresight Unit, within the Directorate-General for
Parliamentary Research Services (EPRS) of the Secretariat of the European Parliament.

Toimiala Koulutus | Tutkimuspolitiikka
Hakusana akateeminen vapaus | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | henkilökohtainen kehitys | ihmisoikeudet |

itsemääräämisoikeus | kansainvälinen politiikka | kansainvälinen sopimus | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET |
korkeakoulu | korkeakouluopetus | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | koulutusjärjestelmä | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS |
opetus | opetusjärjestelmä | sosiaalinen elämä | vapauteen, turvallisuuteen ja oikeuteen perustuva alue |
YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto In recent years, there has been renewed interest in the true degree of academic freedom around the world despite
international declarations, and constitutional and legal protection. This study aims to support the European
Parliament's STOA Panel in developing a procedure to monitor developments in academic freedom in the EU Member
States. The study provides an overview of the interpretation of academic freedom in different international declarations,
and offers a critical assessment of existing evaluation and monitoring methods and procedures.

Tutkimus EN

Liite 1 EN

Strengthening the right to participate: legitimacy and resilience of electoral processes in illiberal political
systems and authoritarian regimes

Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus
Päivämäärä 14-03-2023

Ulkopuolinen laatija Thomas DEMMELHUBER, Richard YOUNGS
Toimiala Demokratia | Globaali hallinta | Ihmisoikeudet | Kansainvälinen julkisoikeus | Ulkosuhteet

Hakusana autoritaarinen hallintojärjestelmä | demokratia | Euroopan parlamentin vaalijärjestelmä | Euroopan rakentamistyö |
EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA | taloudellinen
liberalismi | talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE | vaalilainsäädäntö | vaalimainonta | vaalimenettely ja äänestäminen |
yhteinen ulko- ja turvallisuuspolitiikka | äänioikeus

Yhteenveto In 2022, the Human Rights Subcommittee decided to prepare a Recommendation to the Council, the Commission and
the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy on how to respond to undemocratic
elections by strengthening the human right to participate in public affairs. On 25 January 2023, a Workshop was
organised on behalf of the Human Rights Subcommittee to discuss the challenge of elections in authoritarian countries
from a human rights perspective. It focused on authoritarian leaders’ strategies to enhance their legitimacy and
undermine international democracy standards, as well as proposals for further refining the EU’s human rights and
democracy support toolbox. This report brings together the background briefings prepared for the workshop and a
summary of the debate with Members, academics and EU representatives.
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_STU(2023)740231
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/fi/legal-notice


EU Guidelines on Human Rights Defenders
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 08-03-2023
Tekijä SHREEVES Rosamund

Toimiala Demokratia | Ihmisoikeudet
Hakusana direktiivi (EU) | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | ihmisoikeudet |

ihmisoikeusliike | KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kansalaisoikeudet | kehitysmaat |
kolmas maa | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | perusoikeudet | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | POLITIIKKA |
taloudellinen tilanne | TALOUSTIEDE | Yhdistyneet Kansakunnat | yhteinen ulko- ja turvallisuuspolitiikka |
yhteistyöpolitiikka | YK | yleinen turvallisuus

Yhteenveto The European Union guidelines on human rights defenders, adopted in 2004 and revised in 2008, establish a
framework and instruments for protecting human rights activists in third countries. During the March I plenary session,
Members will debate their implementation, on the basis of an own-initiative assessment report from Parliament's
Committee on Foreign Affairs. Later in the session, the Council and Commission are due to make statements on the
specific situation of human rights defenders working on women's sexual and reproductive health and rights.

Lyhyesti DE, EN, ES, FR, IT, PL

Developing Gender Mainstreaming Indicators Measuring the Input from the FEMM Committee in EP's
Final Position

Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus
Päivämäärä 01-03-2023

Ulkopuolinen laatija Manuela SAMEK LODOVICI, Flavia PESCE, Daniela LOI, Elena FERRARI, Juliana CHARRY CAMARGO &
Alessandra CRIPPA.

Toimiala EP:n ja neuvoston hyväksymä lainsäädäntö | Sukupuolinäkökohdat, tasa-arvo ja monimuotoisuus | Unionin oikeus:
oikeusjärjestelmä ja säädökset

Hakusana EU:n ohjelma | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | henkilöstö- ja palkkahallinto | henkilöstöhallinto |
ihmisoikeudet | ihmisoikeusliike | kansalaisoikeudet | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen
turvallisuus | POLITIIKKA | sukupuolten tasa-arvo | sukupuolten tasa-arvon valtavirtaistaminen | TYÖLLISYYS JA TYÖ
| vapauteen, turvallisuuteen ja oikeuteen perustuva alue

Yhteenveto This study was commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the FEMM Committee. It is aimed at developing gender mainstreaming indicators  measuring
the extent to which FEMM's suggestions and (legislative) amendments have been included in the work of other
European Parliament’s committees, and the extent to which FEMM’s (legislative) amendments and suggestions are
incorporated in the final positions of the European Parliament. Moving from a direct analysis, indicators are first
explained and then calculated within a set period of time (July 2019–June 2022).

Tutkimus EN

Yhteenveto CS, DE, EL, EN, ES, FR, IT, PT, PL

Briefing for a delegation of the Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender Equality to Madrid, Spain - 20
- 22 February 2023

Julkaisutyyppi Briefing
Päivämäärä 20-02-2023

Toimiala EU:n demokratia sekä institutionaalinen ja parlamentaarinen oikeus | Sosiaalipolitiikka | Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja
oikeuden alue

Hakusana demokratia | Espanja | Eurooppa | ihmisoikeudet | MAANTIEDE | naisten oikeudet | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS |
poliittinen kehys | poliittinen maantiede | POLITIIKKA | sukupuolisyrjintä | sukupuolten tasa-arvo | talousmaantiede

Yhteenveto This Briefing, written by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs at
the request of the FEMM Committee, provides background information for the FEMM Delegation to Madrid scheduled
from 20 to 22 February 2023. It includes information about Spain's executive and legislative power, justice system and
the territorial organisation of the State, its gender equality policies, in particular in relation to the cases on sexual
consent law,
the fight against trafficking and sexual exploitation, as well as the Care and Dependency law, including the related
social issues.
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Yhteenveto On 25 January 2023, the Committees on Women's Rights and Gender Equality (FEMM) and Civil Liberties, Justice and
Home Affairs (LIBE) jointly adopted, by a substantial majority, their interim report on EU accession to the Council of
Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence (Istanbul
Convention). The report calls for swift European Union (EU) ratification, noting that the 2021 opinion of the European
Court of Justice enables EU accession even in the absence of a common accord among Member States. A lack of
consensus in the Council has proved an obstacle to ratification to date, however the Swedish Council Presidency has
made it one of its priorities.
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Yhteenveto The Taliban’s rapid seizure of power in August 2021 took the European Union (EU) by surprise. In response, the EU
developed a ‘Basic Needs’ approach and now supports the United Nations’ initiatives to alleviate human suffering and
support non-governmental organisations’ activity on the ground. This study asks how, with over 20 years of
international action, the EU finds itself in this situation. Significantly, the EU was but one international actor supporting
actions initiated by the United States of America (USA) after the terrorist attacks on 11 September 2001. Yet the EU’s
external action has now been recognised as having been inadequate and deeply flawed. Afghanistan may have been
the largest recipient of EU development and humanitarian aid over the last two decades, but EU state-building
exercises failed to account for the growing insecurity within Afghanistan and changes in the US strategy. The country
should not have been treated as a ‘blank slate’ upon which a new modern state could be erected; nor should
peacebuilding have been rejected because it involved negotiating with the Taliban. The EU did have successes during
this time, including the establishment of a peace deal that held for some time. Yet, regrettably, the EU was too slow to
recognise the impact of corruption, and it worked at cross-purposes with the USA’s shorter-term commitments.
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Yhteenveto The common foreign and security policy (CFSP) contributes to the EU's objectives of preserving peace; strengthening
international security; promoting international cooperation; and developing and consolidating democracy, the rule of
law, respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. The 2022 annual report on the implementation of the CFSP
adopted by the Committee for Foreign Affairs (AFET) highlights the need for stronger, more ambitious, credible,
strategic and unified EU action on the world stage. It furthermore stresses that the EU should autonomously set its own
objectives and develop and deploy capabilities to pursue them. The Parliament is scheduled to debate and vote on the
report during its January 2023 plenary session.
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Yhteenveto As digital tools and services are now integral to daily life, the protection of human rights in the digital context has
become a top priority, and international organisations are stepping-up their efforts to that end. One EU contribution has
been the adoption of the European Declaration on Digital Rights and Principles.
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Yhteenveto Each year, 18 December is observed as International Migrants' Day. So designated by the United Nations General
Assembly on 4 December 2000, in response to increasing migration around the world, the day aims to draw attention
to the human rights of migrants and highlight their contribution to our societies.
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Yhteenveto Respect for fundamental freedoms and human rights is a core value of the EU, which it promotes through its policies.
The European Parliament's Sakharov Prize honours the work of those who stand up for these freedoms and rights.
With peace and human rights under increased attack today, the prize remains as relevant as ever. This year it has
been awarded to the brave people of Ukraine, represented by their president, elected leaders, and civil society, who
have fought hard and sacrificed a lot to protect their country from the Russian war of aggression. The award ceremony
will be held during the European Parliament's December plenary session.
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Yhteenveto The creation of the African Union (AU) in 2002 sparked hopes for a new era in African integration that would put an
end to the most egregious violations of human rights and democratic norms that have plagued the region since its
countries achieved independence. To fulfil this mission, the AU was endowed with broader competences and new
institutional mechanisms. More and more African countries have ratified new and existing continental human rights and
governance treaties, but AU members have adhered less to the more constrictive mechanisms included in these
treaties. Two major instruments stand out among these new developments: the AU's competence to intervene militarily
in major crises to stop severe human rights violations, and a proclaimed zero tolerance policy towards unconstitutional
changes of government. The intergovernmental nature of the organisation and reluctance by member states to commit
too much power to it have posed challenges to meeting its objectives. The AU has dispatched troops to some major
crises, but not to others, and the planned African rapid intervention force is still to see action. The AU's policy of
unconditionally condemning unconstitutional changes of government made a difference until recently, when the
continent has witnessed a sudden resurgence in coups d'état. Despite swift condemnations of the coups in west Africa
in particular, the AU has been criticised for its perceived lack of consistency with respect to similar situations elsewhere
on the continent. The EU has been a strong supporter of these objectives, pledging aid and assistance to the AU. The
European Parliament has developed a support programme for the Pan-African Parliament. This briefing updates two
earlier 'at a glance' notes from 2017.
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Yhteenveto Human rights are under severe threat around the world. This is due to several factors, including the rise of
authoritarianism, the COVID-19 pandemic, deepening economic inequalities, and conflicts that take an ever-higher
human toll. Even more alarmingly, human rights violations are taking place in a climate of rising impunity. Tackling
impunity globally is therefore becoming an urgent task. In June 2022, EPRS – together with two non-governmental
organisations, Fight Impunity and No Peace Without Justice – organised a two-day conference to explore questions
relating to deteriorating human rights situations in the world, examine the role of the EU and European institutions, and
determine the way forward towards a world in which human rights receive genuine recognition and respect. The event
brought together human rights experts and defenders from across Europe and other regions of the world, as well as
Members of the European Parliament. The event explored a wide range of issues, from the task of preserving the
memory of crimes committed during 20th century dictatorships in Latin America, to today's war crimes in Ukraine and
the crimes committed against human rights and environmental human rights defenders, such as recently in Brazil.
Participants discussed the role of the economic-financial system against the backdrop of rising inequality and declining
social and workers' rights, and addressed the crisis of multilateralism and its impact on international human rights.
Several speakers emphasised the importance of civil society for upholding rights. They called for a new narrative and
the use of clear language to counter authoritarians' contemptuous dismissal of rights. In her concluding remarks, Maria
Arena, MEP and Chair of the European Parliament's Subcommittee on Human Rights, underlined: 'We should deal
with issues linked to human rights in a broader and more inclusive way'. This briefing has been drafted jointly with Fight
Impunity, the partner organisation with which EPRS organised the June 2022 Conference on the future of human
rights.
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Yhteenveto Non-military coercion, which means using economic means to achieve political goals, has become an increasingly
serious problem for EU governments and businesses. Experts believe that China, traditionally an opponent of
economic sanctions, has been deploying coercive economic practices with growing intensity and scope, particularly
since the reappointment of Xi Jinping as the country's president in 2018. Frequently deployed to gain leverage on
issues such as territorial and maritime disputes, these measures are criticised for the human rights violations they
entail and for contributing to the protection of China's security interests. China's tactics have become more
sophisticated over time, and a combination of different methods has often been used to amplify the impact. Both
governments and companies are subjected to coercion, and the methods used depend on the choice of target.
Governments are targeted chiefly through trade restrictions, and companies through general public (popular) boycotts.
Other measures include administrative discrimination, investment and tourism restrictions and empty threats. The most
frequently targeted sectors are 'symbolic' industries that are easily identifiable with the coerced country, and
agricultural and consumer goods and services. A distinct characteristic of Chinese coercion is that it happens 'behind
the curtains': the state rarely acknowledges the deployment of measures or the links between them and the country's
perceived interest. This makes the task of challenging these practices in forums such as the WTO very difficult or
simply impossible, as is often the case. While the short-term effect on affected companies and industries is
undoubtedly significant, experts agree that in general China has been rather unsuccessful in changing the long-term
stance of targeted countries, and that in the majority of cases it has failed to meaningfully reorient their policies. The
EU is currently expanding its toolkit against such practices. One novel tool is the anti-coercion instrument currently
under consideration by the European Parliament and the Council. Experts also suggest other measures, such as
creating a dedicated EU resilience office or an export bank, and boosting cooperation with like-minded countries facing
the same problems.
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Yhteenveto This Briefing, written by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs at
the request of the FEMM Committee, provides background information for the FEMM Mission to Poland scheduled
from 2 to 4 November 2022. It includes information about Gender Equality, LGBTI+ Rights, Sexual and reproductive
health and rights and Refugees in Poland.
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Yhteenveto This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the FEMM Committee, provides an overview of the legislative frameworks for victims (including
children) of gender-based violence in the 27 Member States. It provides analysis of measures in place at both Member
State and EU level, and recommendations to prevent and combat gender-based violence.
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Yhteenveto International law imposes an obligation to render assistance to people and ships in distress at sea, which must be
provided regardless of the persons' nationality or status or the circumstances in which they are found. These rules
have to be applied without prejudice to the obligations deriving from international humanitarian law and international
human rights law, including in particular the prohibition of refoulement. Search and rescue (SAR) and disembarkation
activities of EU Member States are currently not covered by a common EU legal framework, except for those activities
carried out in the context of joint operations at sea led by the European Border and Coast Guard Agency (Frontex). In
recent years, a significant proportion of migrants and asylum-seekers in distress at sea have been rescued by EU
naval operations, EU agencies and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) in the Mediterranean. Nevertheless, over
the past couple of years, the Mediterranean Sea has also been the backdrop for the largest number of casualties and
missing people. As of October 2022, according to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the total
number of dead or missing in the Mediterranean in 2022 amounts to more than 1 200. Lack of coordination in SAR
activities, solitary action by individual countries and criminalisation of NGOs active in SAR in the Mediterranean led to
migrants being forced to stay for several days and sometimes weeks on boats. EU Member States and EU agencies
(Frontex) have also been accused of pushbacks of asylum-seekers and other migrants to the high seas and towards
Libya and Turkey. Individual actors dealing with boats full of migrants have been the subject of strong criticism and
legal action. Their accountability is, however, not always clear, the reason being varied application and interpretation of
different bodies of international law. One solution, proposed by academics, could be the harmonisation of the
fragmented legal regime for maritime interceptions. This updates and expands a January 2021 EPRS briefing written
by Anja Radjenovic.

Briefing EN

Growing transatlantic divide on abortion rights
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 21-10-2022
Tekijä GRIEGER Gisela

Toimiala Sukupuolinäkökohdat, tasa-arvo ja monimuotoisuus
Hakusana Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet | laiton raskauden keskeyttäminen | oikeudet ja

vapaudet | OIKEUS | perhe | syntyvyys | syntyvyyspolitiikka | vapauteen, turvallisuuteen ja oikeuteen perustuva alue |
väestötiede ja väestö | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto Once at the forefront of liberalising abortion rights, the United States has rolled-back women's reproductive rights. On
24 June 2022, the US Supreme Court overturned its landmark 1973 ruling in Roe v Wade, establishing a constitutional
abortion right under certain circumstances. For almost half a century, Roe v Wade made it unconstitutional to enact
and enforce abortion 'bans' at state level. The 2022 ruling defers the highly polarised US abortion rights debate to the
state level, where a patchwork of abortion laws has since emerged. Republican lawmakers seeking to codify a federal
abortion ban, inter alia, claim alignment with Europe. The Supreme Court ruling has galvanised voters, and abortion
rights are unexpectedly on the ballot for the 2022 mid-term elections.
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Corporate sustainability due diligence
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 10-10-2022
Tekijä GIRARD VERONIQUE

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Kuluttajansuoja | Sopimus-, kauppa- ja yhtiöoikeus | Vaikutusten ennakkoarviointi | Vapauden,
turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue | Ympäristö

Hakusana arvoketju | ehdotus (EU) | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | ihmisoikeudet | oikeudet ja vapaudet |
OIKEUS | taloudellinen analyysi | taloudelliset keinot ympäristön suojelemiseksi | TALOUSTIEDE | tuotanto |
TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | TYÖLLISYYS JA TYÖ | työmarkkinasuhteet ja työoikeus | työoikeus |
vaikuttavuustutkimus | yhtiöoikeus | YMPÄRISTÖ | ympäristöpolitiikka | ympäristövahinkovastuu | ympäristövaikutus |
yrityksen hallintoneuvosto | yrityksen organisaatio | yrityksen sosiaalinen vastuu | YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

Yhteenveto The impact assessment (IA) accompanying the proposal on corporate sustainability due diligence received two
negative opinions from the Commission's Regulatory Scrutiny Board. Additional evidence was provided in a follow-up
document to the Board's second opinion, explaining how the IA's preferred options were revised in the proposal, but no
change was made to the IA itself. The IA cannot therefore be read without this follow-up document. It also makes the
analysis quite difficult to follow, as evidence is split between several documents that are not consistent. Overall, this IA
is well substantiated with economic literature and analysis reports, including two supporting studies from 2020. The IA
is transparent on the methods, assumptions and limitations of the analysis. The IA refers to stakeholders' views fairly
consistently, but it seems that only a limited number of stakeholders from third and especially developing countries
were consulted. The problem identified in the IA covers two dimensions of sustainable corporate governance, and the
objectives defined are directly linked to the problem. In the IA, policy options are identified across three areas:
corporate due diligence, directors' duties and their remuneration. The IA focuses on the assessment of the economic
impact. Costs are estimated for companies and public authorities, while expected benefits are described in a
qualitative way. Other types of impacts (social, environmental, and on human rights) that are particularly relevant in
this initiative, are analysed less extensively. The Commission made efforts to take account of comments from the RSB,
but some weaknesses remain. To respond to proportionality concerns from the Board, the IA's preferred options were
revised. However, different alternatives could have been compared for the revision of the IA's preferred options. As
revised in the proposal, the options focus on the due diligence duty, leaving out part of the directors' duties and of the
rules on directors' remuneration. The objectives were also revised, focusing on one (the external) dimension of the
problem. As the number of companies under the scope of application was reduced under the revised options from up
to 70 000 estimated in the IA to around 12 000 EU companies (in addition to 4 000 non-EU companies), the costs for
companies were significantly reduced and recalculated in the follow-up document. The analysis of impacts on third and
developing countries was also 'complemented' in the follow-up to RSB comments, but this assessment would have
benefited from more attention, given the strong external dimension of the proposal. For future monitoring and
evaluation of the initiative, the indicators envisaged, as well as the related timelines and target would benefit from
clarification.

Briefing EN

Protests in Iran over the death of Mahsa Amini
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 30-09-2022
Tekijä IMMENKAMP Beatrix

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet | ihmisoikeusliike | Iran |

MAANTIEDE | mielenosoitusoikeus | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeus | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus |
poliittinen maantiede | POLITIIKKA | rikosoikeus | talousmaantiede | tutkintavankeus | vapauden rajoitus | yhteinen
ulko- ja turvallisuuspolitiikka

Yhteenveto For the past two weeks, Iran has seen massive protests over the death in police custody of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini,
a Kurdish woman arrested for allegedly violating Iran's compulsory veiling laws. Protests have spread to more than 150
cities across Iran, including universities. The government has reacted violently to the protests, leading to at least 75
deaths and over a thousand arrests. Iranians are protesting not just against Amini's death, but also against an
increasingly repressive regime that targets women, journalists and minorities. During its current mandate, the
European Parliament has adopted eight resolutions condemning human rights violations in Iran.

Lyhyesti EN

Tracking the EU Commissioners’ commitments - Von der Leyen Commission, 2019 - 2024: Josep Borrell
Fontelles

Julkaisutyyppi Briefing
Päivämäärä 20-09-2022

Hakusana EU:n rajoittava toimenpide | EU:n toimielinten välinen yhteistyö | Euroopan parlamentti | Euroopan rakentamistyö |
EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen
turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | määräenemmistö | oikeudet ja vapaudet |
OIKEUS | POLITIIKKA | sukupuolten tasa-arvo | tietotekniikka ja tietojenkäsittely | tietoturvallisuus | unionin
ulkoasioiden ja turvallisuuspolitiikan korkea edustaja | vaalimenettely ja äänestäminen | Venäjän ja Ukrainan kysymys

Yhteenveto This briefing follows up the commitments made by the High Representative / Vice President since 2019.
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Question Time: The state of play on the war on Ukraine
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 12-09-2022
Tekijä CAPRILE ANNA | CLAPP SEBASTIAN | DELIVORIAS Angelos | IMMENKAMP Beatrix | PICHON Eric |

PRZETACZNIK Jakub
Toimiala Ulkosuhteet

Hakusana Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Eurooppa | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen turvallisuus |
KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen maantiede |
rauhanturvaaminen | sota | Ukraina | Venäjän ja Ukrainan kysymys | yhteinen turvallisuus- ja puolustuspolitiikka

Yhteenveto Russia's war on Ukraine has now been going on for 6 months. Ukraine's citizens have paid the highest price to defend
the country's independence. The EU and Western allies are supporting the country diplomatically, financially and
militarily. In early September, the Ukrainian army liberated important areas of the country. The European Parliament
will use its powers of oversight in the revived 'question time' during the September plenary session, to question the
High Representative/Vice-President of the European Commission (HR/VP) on the issue.

Lyhyesti EN

EU Guidelines on Human Rights Defenders - European Implementation Assessment
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 24-08-2022
Tekijä IOANNIDES Isabelle

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Kansainvälinen kauppa | Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana direktiivi (EU) | Euroopan oikeusasiamies | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus |

Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | ihmisoikeudet | ihmisoikeusliike | kansallinen
täytäntöönpanotoimenpide | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | POLITIIKKA |
sovittelija | täytäntöönpanovalta ja julkinen hallinto | vapauteen, turvallisuuteen ja oikeuteen perustuva alue | yleinen
turvallisuus

Yhteenveto This study examines the implementation of the European Union (EU) Guidelines on Human Rights Defenders, which
constitute the policy framework and provide the operational means for protecting human rights activists in third
countries. The first part of the study, written internally, provides an institutional perspective of the implementation of the
Guidelines. It assesses the development of the EU framework to support human rights defenders, including EU
Member States' emergency measures, and evaluates the coordination of such efforts. It also examines the European
Parliament's support for human rights defenders and considers its impact on the EU’s overall work on defender
protection. The second part of the study, which was outsourced, evaluates the implementation of the Guidelines from a
bottom-up perspective. It provides an evidence-based analysis of how EU missions apply the Guidelines in countries
where rights and freedoms are particularly challenged for human rights defenders, and assesses when and why
measures for have not been applied. The study also addresses ways in which implementation gaps can be bridged
and recommends possible measures and action that could be taken to ensure the protection of human rights
defenders.

Tutkimus EN

Peace, justice and strong institutions: EU support for implementing SDG 16 worldwide
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 04-07-2022
Tekijä ZAMFIR Ionel

Toimiala Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu
Hakusana demokratia | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta

| ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kestävä kehitys | oikeudet ja vapaudet |
OIKEUS | poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA | rauhanturvaaminen | sosiaalinen elämä | sosiaalinen integraatio |
sääntelypolitiikka | talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE | toimielinten toiminta | täytäntöönpanovalta ja julkinen hallinto |
unionin politiikka | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto The 16th Sustainable Development Goal (SDG16) to 'Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable
development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels'
represents a new milestone compared with the earlier millennium development goals. While several of its targets (such
as peace, corruption-free institutions and freedom from violence) were once seen as prerequisites of sustainable
development, the adoption of SDG16 marked the first time that they were globally recognised as development
objectives in themselves. To achieve universal recognition, SDG16 leaves out explicit reference to internationally
recognised political and civil rights norms, attracting some criticism. Its very general scope has also stirred controversy
regarding the type of data required in order to assess progress rigorously. The state of play with regard to the
implementation of SDG16 indicates that substantial progress is still needed in order to achieve the SDG targets by
2030. Violent conflicts continue to affect many parts of the world, societal violence remains widespread in many
countries and violence against children in particular remains a pervasive phenomenon, especially in developing
countries. The pandemic has erased much previous progress on the SDGs, and led to restrictions on freedoms and
more limited government accountability. The war in Ukraine, meanwhile, with its negative spill-overs on other SDGs
demonstrates once more the crucial role of peace. The EU has committed to contributing to the achievement of all the
SDGs, and the specific targets of SDG16 have been given special recognition. From the Global Strategy to the 'new
consensus on development', various policy documents acknowledge the crucial role of peace, democracy, human
rights and the rule of law for sustainable development. The interconnection between the pursuit of these fundamental
values and EU efforts to help developing countries achieve the SDGs is obvious in numerous measures undertaken in
the framework of EU external action. The European Parliament is a strong champion for these values in the world. This
is an update of a Briefing published in February 2020.
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Policy Departments’ Monthly Highlights - July 2022
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 30-06-2022
Toimiala Demokratia | EU:n demokratia sekä institutionaalinen ja parlamentaarinen oikeus | Ihmisoikeudet | Kalatalous |

Koulutus | Liikenne | Talous- ja raha-asiat | Talousarvio | Talousarvion valvonta | Ympäristö
Hakusana Euroopan keskuspankki | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin

virkamieskunta | FINANSSIASIAT | hallintotapa | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET
SUHTEET | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | koulutusjärjestelmä | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | opetusjärjestelmä |
orjuus | POLITIIKKA | rahatalous | rikollisuuden torjunta | rikosoikeus | sosiaalinen elämä | taloudellinen analyysi |
taloudellinen seuraus | TALOUSTIEDE | täytäntöönpanovalta ja julkinen hallinto | Venäjän ja Ukrainan kysymys |
verorikos | yhteinen ulko- ja turvallisuuspolitiikka | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | yhtenäinen rahapolitiikka

Yhteenveto The Monthly Highlights publication provides an overview, at a glance, of the on-going work of the policy departments,
including a selection of the latest and forthcoming publications, and a list of future events.

Lyhyesti EN

Violence against women and domestic violence: The new Commission proposal in light of European
Parliament requests

Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus
Päivämäärä 27-06-2022

Tekijä BACIAN Izabela Cristina | HAHNKAMPER-VANDENBULCKE Nora
Toimiala EP:n ja neuvoston hyväksymä lainsäädäntö | Sukupuolinäkökohdat, tasa-arvo ja monimuotoisuus

Hakusana Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | fyysinen väkivalta | ihmisoikeudet | ihmisoikeusliike | oikeudet ja
vapaudet | OIKEUS | perheväkivalta | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | POLITIIKKA | rikosoikeus | seksuaalinen
väkivalta | sosiaalinen elämä | sukupuoli-identiteetti | sukupuolisyrjintä | sukupuolten tasa-arvon valtavirtaistaminen |
vapauteen, turvallisuuteen ja oikeuteen perustuva alue | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto Gender-based violence, including violence against women and domestic violence, breaches human rights and is an
extreme form of gender-based discrimination. However, violence against women and domestic violence are pervasive
throughout the European Union (EU). While the full scale of the problem is not known due to a lack of data, the results
of the most comprehensive survey on violence against women at EU level to date, published by the EU Agency for
Fundamental Rights (FRA) in 2014, provide an indication of its dimension. The coronavirus pandemic and related
lockdowns have further worsened the situation. On 8 March 2022, the European Commission presented a long-
awaited proposal for a directive combating violence against women and domestic violence. Ahead of its deliberations,
the Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality (FEMM) asked the Ex-Post Evaluation Unit (EVAL) within DG
EPRS to prepare an analysis of the Commission proposal in light of the European Parliament's requests for a
legislative framework on preventing and combating gender-based violence, submitted over time. Accordingly, this
study examines the Parliament's main requests in this regard adopted since 2009 – when Parliament first called for a
directive on preventing and combating all forms of violence against women – compared against the provisions of the
Commission proposal.

Tutkimus EN

Safety of journalists in non-EU countries: state and non-state protection mechanisms and the role of the
EU

Julkaisutyyppi Selvitys
Päivämäärä 24-06-2022

Ulkopuolinen laatija Tamsin MITCHELL
Toimiala Demokratia | Ihmisoikeudet | Ulkosuhteet | Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue

Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | Afrikka | Amerikka | El Salvador | EU:n tuki | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI |
Filippiinit | ihmisoikeudet | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kolmas maa | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | MAANTIEDE |
oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | painovapaus | poliittinen maantiede | sananvapaus | talousmaantiede | talouspolitiikka
| TALOUSTIEDE | Tunisia | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | tutkimus ja immateriaalioikeus | vapauteen,
turvallisuuteen ja oikeuteen perustuva alue | vertaileva analyysi | viestintä | viestintä- ja tiedotusalan ammatti |
yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto The following is a qualitative, comparative analysis of international state and non-state mechanisms and tools aimed at
protecting and ensuring the safety of journalists, and the extent to which they are used and valued in three non-EU
countries: the Philippines, El Salvador and Tunisia. Emphasis is placed on the role of the EU in using and
strengthening its own and other international instruments. The findings are based on 15 expert interviews and a
literature review carried out between mid-February and late April 2022. The study concludes that while EU Delegations
and other international actors in these countries are active in promoting journalist safety and freedom of expression to
varying degrees and their presence and support is valued by civil society organisations (CSOs), there is considerable
room for improvement. Across the three countries, certain protection mechanisms and tools were frequently mentioned
by both EU/UN and CSO representatives, while others were not mentioned/used or appeared under-used. A series of
recommendations are made, including to: continue and increase support of the most used mechanisms/tools; build
awareness/capacity around using the full range of instruments; address the disconnect between the EU’s preference
for private action and CSOs’ desire for more public action; and commission a full external evaluation into the
implementation of the EU Guidelines on Freedom of Expression.
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Transitional justice: Central to fighting impunity
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 14-06-2022
Tekijä ZAMFIR Ionel

Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana demokratia | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen humanitaarinen oikeus | Kansainvälinen rikostuomioistuin | kansainvälinen

turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | maailmanjärjestöt | oikeudet ja
vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeus | poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA | rankaisemattomuus | rikosoikeus | siirtymäkauden
oikeusjärjestelyt | uhrien auttaminen

Yhteenveto Ending impunity for serious crimes against human rights and humanitarian norms is an important EU and United
Nations objective. It is essential in overcoming the legacy of past conflict and building the basis of stable, peaceful
societies, as shown by the experience of societies that have taken this path in recent decades. The EU has developed
a comprehensive approach to help non-EU countries implement transitional justice.

Lyhyesti EN

EU support for human rights defenders around the world
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 13-06-2022
Tekijä ZAMFIR Ionel

Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana demokratia | diplomaattisuhteet | EU:n rahoitusväline | EU:n talous- ja raha-asiat | EUROOPAN UNIONI |

ihmisoikeudet | ihmisoikeusliike | kansainvälinen politiikka | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kunnianosoitus | oikeudet
ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeusvaltio | perusoikeudet | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys |
POLITIIKKA | sosiaalinen elämä | ulkomaanapu | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | yhteistyöpolitiikka | YK:n
yleissopimus

Yhteenveto More than two decades after the United Nations General Assembly adopted its Declaration on Human Rights
Defenders (HRDs) to enhance recognition of their role and encourage states to create a more protective environment,
many human rights defenders face an increasingly hostile environment, with both repressive governments and some
non-state actors, such as economic interest or criminal groups, opposing their work and posing a serious threat.
Support for human rights defenders is a long established component of the European Union's external human rights
policy and one of its major priorities. The EU guidelines on HRDs, adopted in 2004, outline concrete measures for
protecting HRDs at risk, including the provision of emergency aid. They also encourage EU diplomats to take a more
proactive approach towards HRDs. The European Commission manages a financial instrument in support of HRDs
working in the world's most dangerous situations. The EU has continually adapted and extended its actions to take the
new challenges into account. The European Parliament is a long-standing advocate of a comprehensive EU policy on
HRDs, and has actively contributed to its shaping. Its urgent resolutions on human rights breaches around the world,
some of which have focused on individual HRDs and the particular threats they face, have drawn attention to the
difficulties facing HRDs in many countries. Parliament has also organised hearings with HRDs, issued statements
about cases of HRDs at risk, and highlighted the plight of HRDs during its delegations' visits to the countries
concerned. The Parliament's Sakharov Prize is the EU's most visible action in favour of HRDs. It has a significant
impact on laureates, providing them with recognition and, in many cases, indirect protection. This a further updated
version of a briefing from December 2018.
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mielenterveys | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | palliatiivinen hoito | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus |
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turvallisuuteen ja oikeuteen perustuva alue | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto LGBTI conversion 'therapies' are practices that can be defined as 'any treatment aimed at changing a person's sexual
orientation or gender identity'. Ways to implement them include psychotherapy, medication, electroshock therapy,
aversive treatments and exorcism. An alternative term used to describe these practices is sexual orientation and
gender identity-expression change efforts (SOGIECE). They can bring about suicidal thoughts but also permanent
physical harm, suicide attempts, depression, anxiety, shame, self-hatred and loss of faith. The World Health
Organization declassified homosexuality as a pathology or disease in 1990 and transsexuality in 2019. In their 2020
report, the independent expert mandated by the United Nations Human Rights Council recommended that states ban
conversion 'therapy'. The European Parliament has strongly condemned all forms of discrimination against LGBTI
people, including LGBTI conversion 'therapies'. Moreover, it has also made repeated calls on the Member States to
ban such practices. Within the European Union (EU), four Member States – Malta, Germany, France and Greece –
have banned these practices, and many regions in Spain have placed administrative bans on them. Several other
Member States have proposed bills in this regard. While the various laws have a comparable structure, there are
variations in terms of whICH LGBTI+ groups are protected and what entities are covered by the bans and the
sanctions imposed. Moreover, the definition of conversion 'therapy' differs slightly from one Member State to another.
This briefing looks at the laws on conversion 'therapies' that are already in place or are proposed for adoption in some
Member States. It then compares them, among other things, based on the definition of the practice, the scope of
protection offered and the sanctions envisaged.
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Hakusana henkirikos | ihmisoikeudet | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | painovapaus | poliittinen
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tiedotusalan ammatti | vihapuhe | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | yleinen turvallisuus

Yhteenveto Since 2012 media freedom has been in general decline. While statistics for the 2002-2021 time-period show that the
number of killings of journalists has declined somewhat in recent years (since 2013), there has been a marked erosion
of legally enabling environments and an increase in other damaging forms of targeted attacks on the media. These
include non-lethal physical violence; legal, digital, psycho-social, gender and identity-based intimidation; and state-led
capture of the media landscape, often accompanied by politically-motivated denigration and exclusion of critical media
voices. Our findings show: (i) political journalism remains most at risk; (ii) major social shocks or crisis (exemplified by
the COVID-19 pandemic) have been widely used as pretexts for intrusive government measures to constrain media
freedom; and (iii) media pluralism and independence are declining. Impunity remains unacceptably high with most
cases of killings remaining unresolved. Imprisonments are on the rise while online spaces are becoming increasingly
hostile and replete with gender-based hate speech. Countering the wide range of overt and covert threats will require
an unequivocal reversal of global trends towards authoritarian controls and suppression of independent media. To
undertake this, the European Parliament and concerned institutions need access to reliable data which reflects the
realities of the multiple threats that impede the work of journalists globally.
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Yhteenveto Throughout his life, John Hume (1937-2020) sought to improve the circumstances of the people of Northern Ireland,
beginning in his home city of Derry (Londonderry to its unionist residents). Born just a decade and a half after partition,
and in a city whose hinterland had been divided by the border, he naturally wished for the unification of Ireland. But he
saw that that could not be achieved without realistic plans, nor without a partnership between the two major
communities in Northern Ireland, unionist and nationalist. While working as a school-teacher, in the belief that they
could themselves better their lot, he drove forward a wide range of actions to improve the economic circumstances of
his community – which was far from the priority of the unionist government in Belfast. A nationalist community that was
increasingly vocal in calling for fairer treatment brought him a leading role in the civil rights movement in Northern
Ireland, before he made the switch to elected office in the Northern Ireland Parliament. The Social Democratic and
Labour Party (SDLP) that he co-founded was part of a short-lived power-sharing government in 1974, but it was to be
a false dawn, followed by direct rule from London for more than two decades. With killings a part of everyday life in
Northern Ireland during the Troubles, John Hume argued incessantly that violence was not the means to bring about
the unification of Ireland, but rather that understanding and respecting each other's differences was the key to finding
peace. He worked continuously to bring together the different parties and governments, all of which needed to be
involved to resolve the conflict, as shown by the 1998 Good Friday Agreement. In that, he was inspired by the model of
post-war European integration. His own experience as a Member of the European Parliament for 25 years (1979-2004)
confirmed that a more collaborative approach to addressing differences could pay off. The design of the structures in
the Good Friday Agreement owes much to his European experience, but it is thanks to his perseverance – in the face
of considerable risks to both him and his family – in persuading those wedded to violence that there was a peaceful
solution, that those institutions became reality.
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Toimiala EU:n demokratia sekä institutionaalinen ja parlamentaarinen oikeus | Sukupuolinäkökohdat, tasa-arvo ja
monimuotoisuus | Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue

Hakusana demokratia | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Eurooppa | ihmisoikeudet | kansalaisoikeudet |
MAANTIEDE | Malta | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeuslähteet ja oikeuden alat | oikeusorganisaatio |
oikeusvaltio | perusoikeudet | poliittinen kehys | poliittinen maantiede | POLITIIKKA | talousmaantiede |
tuomioistuinjärjestelmä | valtiosääntöoikeus | vapauteen, turvallisuuteen ja oikeuteen perustuva alue

Yhteenveto This study, written by the Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs, at the request of  the
European Parliament's Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs - Democracy, Rule of Law and
Fundamental Rights Monitoring Group, examines the situation of Democracy, the Rule of Law and Fundamental Rights
in Malta and how Article 2 TEU values are respected and implemented in the country.
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OIKEUS | taloudelliset keinot ympäristön suojelemiseksi | tuotanto | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS |
TYÖLLISYYS JA TYÖ | työmarkkinasuhteet ja työoikeus | työoikeus | yhtiöoikeus | YMPÄRISTÖ | ympäristönsuojelu |
ympäristöpolitiikka | ympäristövahinkovastuu | ympäristövaikutus | yrityksen hallintoneuvosto | yrityksen organisaatio |
yrityksen sosiaalinen vastuu | YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

Yhteenveto On 23 February 2022, the European Commission (EC) published its proposal for a corporate sustainability due
diligence directive. This In-depth Analysis for the European Parliament Sub-Committee on Human Rights (DROI)
initially presents the EC proposal and its main features, contextualising these against broader European and
international developments in business and human rights regulations. It then undertakes an in-depth comparative
analysis of the EC’s 2022 draft Directive against (i) the position adopted by the Foreign Affairs Committee
(AFET/DROI) in its opinion for the Legal Affairs Committee of 25 November 2020; (ii) the final EP position as adopted
in March 2021. This is followed by evaluation of the EC draft Directive’s approach on key elements relating to human
rights and environmental due diligence from the point of view of human rights standards and in light of the rationale
presented in the EC’s Impact Assessment Report (23 February 2022) and Annexes (29 March 2022). Overall, the
analysis provides an assessment of the extent to which key positions of AFET/DROI and the Parliament regarding
human rights due diligence, as well as relevant international and regional legal standards, policies and guidance, are
either reflected in the EC draft Directive or might be better reflected in it.
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Päivämäärä 24-05-2022
Ulkopuolinen laatija Quentin LIGER, Asterisk Research and Analysis

Mirja GUHTEIL, Asterisk Research and Analysis
National research was undertaken by Lilia YAKOVA (Centre for the Study of Democracy), Rosalina TODOROVA
(Centre for the Study of Democracy), Victoria BOGDANOVA (Centre for the Study of Democracy ) and Dr Vessela
HRISTOVA.

Toimiala EU:n demokratia sekä institutionaalinen ja parlamentaarinen oikeus | Lainsäädännön ja toimintapolitiikan käytännön
arviointi

Hakusana epidemia | hallinnollinen johtaminen | ihmisoikeudet | koronavirustauti | muukalaisviha | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS
| rotuerottelu | terveys | toimintaohjelma | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

Yhteenveto This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the LIBE Committee, provides an analysis of the distinctive features of racism, xenophobia and
racial discrimination in the EU and selected EU Member States. It further examines various forms of racism,
xenophobia and racial discrimination and their target groups  and the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. The study
assesses anti-racism policies and legislation to determine effectiveness of the national and EU legislation and
measures envisaged in the EU Anti-racism Action Plan on eradicatation of  racism, xenophobia and racial
discrimination. The study identifies gaps that need to be filled and provides recommendations on how to create
engagement at all levels to achieve meaningful change and equality.
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Yhteenveto This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the LIBE Committee, provides a discussion on the distinctive features of right-wing extremism
as well as of violent actions perpetrated by right-wing extremists in the EU. It gives an overview and analysis of
definitions, recent trends and responses to these actions and concludes with recommendations. In particular, the study
highlights the need to develop a working definition of right wing-extremism in order to provide a better framework for
understanding, studying and measuring the phenomenon
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Hakusana ihmisoikeudet | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | seksuaaliseen suuntautuneisuuteen perustuva syrjintä | sukupuoli-

identiteetti | vähemmistön oikeudet | yhdenvertainen kohtelu
Yhteenveto The prohibition of discrimination and the protection of human rights are important elements of the EU legal order.

Nevertheless, discrimination against lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) people persists
throughout the EU and takes various forms, including verbal abuse and physical violence. Sexual orientation is now
recognised in EU law as grounds of discrimination. However, the scope of the provisions dealing with this issue is
limited and does not cover social protection, health care, education or access to goods and services, leaving LGBTI
people particularly vulnerable in these areas. Moreover, EU competence does not extend to recognition of marital or
family status. In this area, national regulations vary, with some Member States offering same-sex couples the right to
marry, others allowing alternative forms of registration, and yet others not providing any legal status for same-sex
couples. Same-sex couples may or may not have the right to adopt children and to access assisted reproduction.
These divergent legal statuses have implications, for instance, for partners from two Member States with different
standards who want to formalise/legalise their relationship, or for same-sex couples and their families wishing to move
to another Member State. Combating discrimination has become part of EU internal and external policies, and is the
subject of numerous resolutions of the European Parliament. However, action in this area remains problematic when it
touches on issues pertaining to areas traditionally the preserve of Member States, such as marital status and family
law. This is a further updated version of a briefing the previous edition of which was from May 2021.
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External policy tools to address modern slavery and forced labour
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 10-05-2022
Ulkopuolinen laatija Katarina SCHWARZ, Ergul CELIKSOY, Joanna SMĘTEK, Ewelina WOLOSIK, Katarzyna LUBIANIEC, Agnieszka

MAKULEC, Todd LANDMAN
Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Sukupuolinäkökohdat, tasa-arvo ja monimuotoisuus
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Yhteenveto The paper presents the findings of a study on external policy measures adopted by the European Union and like-
minded partners to address modern slavery in third countries. The study is intended to support the European
Parliament in monitoring EU external action and initiating the refinement of existing or the adoption of new external
policy instruments relating to forced labour and modern slavery The study provides a review of the different external
policy tools available to the EU to contribute to the eradication of modern slavery and forced labour in third countries,
and assesses factors contributing to, and inhibiting, the effectiveness of these measures in practice. The analysis
covers key areas of concern for external policy related to modern slavery within the domains of trade, development,
and foreign policy. It further provides an overarching framework of considerations and approaches for the European
Union in designing, implementing, and evaluating policy and programming related to modern slavery..
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Yhteenveto This In-Depth Analysis, requested by the European Parliament's LIBE Committee - Democracy Rule of Law and
Fundamental Rights Monitoring Group, examines the situation of Democracy, the Rule of Law and Fundamental Rights
in Greece and how Article 2 TEU values are respected and implemented in the country, focusing on anti-corruption
measures and issues related to media freedom.
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Multilateral initiatives for upholding human rights in digital technologies: A task for the UN or for liberal
democracies?
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Yhteenveto With their rapid advancement in recent times, digital technologies have undeniably had major positive and also
negative impacts on human rights. They have offered people better opportunities to communicate and exchange
information, thereby empowering them to exercise their right to freedom of expression and association, among others,
and to draw public attention to human rights violations. On the other hand, they have enabled disinformation, cyber-
surveillance and abusive behaviour, such as hate speech, cyber-crime and misuse of personal data. There is a broad
consensus that the same human rights and human rights obligations that apply offline also apply in the digital
environment. However, new technologies are creating a fundamentally different paradigm for human interaction, and
the current international human rights framework has conceptual gaps. The main question for the international debate
is how to fill these gaps. Through soft ethical standards or binding rules? What is the best forum for this? While the UN
is best placed, given its universal scope, it has been weakened by the actions of authoritarian states. Multilateral
coalitions of democratic states are an alternative avenue, but they bring a risk of fragmentation of the global space for
digital technologies. When looking at how human rights play out in the digital context, it is important to carefully
balance the benefits and risks of new technologies, to apply a multi-stakeholder approach, and to bear in mind that
human rights obligations, while still incumbent on states as the main duty bearers, also apply to businesses,
particularly those behind new technological developments. The EU is involved in the discussions on the above issues,
both in the UN and in coalitions of liberal democracies. In parallel, the EU is working on developing guidance and
binding norms on how human rights obligations apply at EU and national level with respect to the digital environment.
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Yhteenveto In November 2021, the European Parliament's Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET) requested an own-initiative
annual report on the implementation of the association agreement between the EU and Georgia (2021/2236(INI)).
Sven Mikser (S&D, Estonia) is the appointed rapporteur. The Ex-Post Evaluation Unit (EVAL) within the European
Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) has prepared this European implementation assessment (EIA) to accompany
the scrutiny work of AFET. This EIA is an update of a European implementation assessment on the association
agreement between the EU and Georgia, prepared by the EPRS in April 2020.
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Yhteenveto After a period of relative freedom in the 1990s allowed the emergence of civic activism in Russia, repression has now
come full circle. Under Vladimir Putin's power vertical, space for independent voices has narrowed. Like the political
opposition and the media, civil society is now increasingly subordinate to the state. Repressive legislation has
gradually circumscribed the activities of non-governmental organisations (NGOs). As part of a more general drive to
exclude external influences after a wave of post-election protests in 2011, in 2012 Russia adopted a Foreign Agent
Law, whose scope since then has been progressively expanded to include media and individual activists as well as
NGOs. A second Undesirable Organisations Law from 2015 excludes numerous international NGOs from the country.
While the Foreign Agent Law does not actually ban Russian NGOs from receiving foreign support, it makes it much
harder for them to operate and has forced many to close down. The number of organisations concerned is relatively
small, but it includes many of the country's most prominent activists. Vaguely worded legislation puts large swathes of
civil society at risk of falling foul of the law, a significant deterrent to activism. Repressive legislation has created a
divide between officially tolerated 'social' NGOs, whose activities and values are more closely aligned with the
Kremlin's agenda, and 'political' NGOs. Conditions for the latter have become increasingly hostile, leaving little room
for political activism.
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The Commission 2021 Rule of Law Report and the EU Monitoring and Enforcement of Article 2 TEU
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Yhteenveto This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the LIBE and AFCO Committees, offers a comprehensive and critical assessment of the
European Commission’s Annual Rule of Law Report. It does so in a broad and holistic manner by assessing this new
monitoring tool in light of the EU’s Article 2 TEU monitoring and enforcement architecture. Multiple recommendations
are offered in order to remedy the serious gaps and weaknesses identified in this study.
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Yhteenveto The February 2022 plenary session in Strasbourg took place at a time of considerable international tension. Members
debated statements by the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy/Vice-President of
the Commission, Josep Borrell (HR/VP), on EU-Russia relations, European security and Russia's military threat
against Ukraine. Parliament debated Council and Commission statements on the cyber-surveillance of politicians,
prosecutors, lawyers and journalists, and others in EU Member States. Members also debated the HR/VPs statement
on EU-Africa relations, and in a formal sitting, heard an address by Iván Duque Márquez, President of Colombia. A
debate was held on the consequences of the European Court of Justice ruling on rule of law conditionality. Parliament
celebrated the 20th anniversary of the euro, in the presence of Christine Lagarde, President of the European Central
Bank.
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Yhteenveto The EU's common foreign and security policy (CFSP) is the basis for the Union's external action, including the
promotion of EU values internationally. The 2021 annual report of the Committee for Foreign Affairs on the
implementation of the CFSP names five areas that play a central role in the EU's external action: strengthening
multilateral partnerships; improving decision-making and making use of the EU's soft and hard powers alike;
interlinking the EU's external and internal actions; developing regional strategies; and fostering the parliamentary
dimension of CFSP. Parliament will vote on the report during its February 2022 plenary session.
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Yhteenveto The European Parliament is expected to adopt its yearly resolution on the EU's annual report on human rights and
democracy in the world during its February 2022 plenary session. The report, approved by the Council of the EU in
June 2021, focuses on the challenges human rights and democracy faced across in the world in 2020, and on the EU
response, in the context of rising authoritarianism and democratic decline, exacerbated by the coronavirus pandemic.
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Yhteenveto This paper, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs, analyses Interpol’s system of Red
Notices and the EU-based mechanisms to safeguard citizens against political abuse of Interpol’s system. Recent
reforms of Interpol are significant but many problems remain unaddressed. The paper discusses existing and possible
platforms, including the European Search Portal, as ways to ensure a more effective enforcement of EU-based legal
limits and fundamental rights on a European level.
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Yhteenveto This study looks at the European Commission’s proposal for a new GSP Regulation from human rights and
sustainable development perspectives. It focuses on proposed changes to the conditionality provisions with their linked
monitoring and dialogue processes that aim to promote human rights, sustainable development and good governance
in the beneficiary countries. The Commission’s proposal is not revolutionary as it foresees retention of the three
existing arrangements (Standard GSP, GSP+ and EBA). However, a limited set of targeted amendments were
introduced not only to improve this scheme’s response to the evolving needs and challenges of GSP countries but also
to reinforce its human rights, labour, environmental and climate dimensions. This In-Depth Analysis provides a detailed
examination of these proposed changes to the GSP regulation and formulates various recommendations to strengthen
the GSP as a tool for promoting human rights, sustainable development and good governance. It is argued that
positive conditionality should be extended to Standard GSP beneficiaries based on a differentiated and staged
approach. Moreover, several innovations and amendments need to be clarified, made more ambitious and legally
enshrined in the GSP Regulation or other legal acts.
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Yhteenveto Enormous natural gas resources have turned Qatar into one of the world's richest countries. The 11 610 km2 nation
currently has the fourth highest GDP per capita in the world. The absolute monarchy's estimated 340 000-350 000
citizens benefit from free education, free healthcare, virtually guaranteed – and well paid – employment, and pay
almost no taxes. However, the great majority of the emirate’s nearly 3 million inhabitants live in very different
conditions. Qatar has the highest ratio of migrants in the world: 85 % of its population are migrants and 94 % of its
workforce comes from abroad, mostly from south Asia and Africa. In contrast to the small percentage of expatriates
from the West and other Gulf States, Asian and African migrants live and work in harsh conditions. Around 1 million
are employed in construction, and 100 000 are domestic workers. In December 2010, FIFA, world football's governing
body, granted Qatar the right to host the 2022 World Cup, which is scheduled to take place from 21 November to 18
December. Expanding on an existing development programme enshrined in the Qatar National Vision 2030, the
country embarked on an extensive building programme to prepare for the World Cup, involving an estimated 1 million
migrant workers. However, these preparations placed the spotlight on Qatar’s poor treatment of migrant workers. In
response to international pressure, Qatar has introduced important legal changes to improve the situation of these
workers, which the EU has welcomed. However, according to human rights organisations, the country needs to take
further steps to stop abuses. Of particular concern is the kafala sponsorship system, which is widely used throughout
the six Gulf Cooperation Council States and gives disproportionate power to employers, leading to widespread abuse
of migrant workers’ rights. Even though Qatar has started to dismantle the kafala system, important elements remain in
place. Moreover, ensuring compliance with more favourable labour laws remains a challenge. Since 2008, the
European Parliament has adopted four resolutions addressing the situation of migrant workers in Qatar; it has called
on Qatar to end the 'deplorable situation' of migrant workers and prevent preparations for the 2022 World Cup from
being 'overshadowed by allegations of forced labour'.
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Yhteenveto Respect for fundamental freedoms is a core value of the EU, which it promotes through its external policy. The
European Parliament’s Sakharov Prize honours the work of human rights defenders. With human rights under attack in
many parts of the world, the Prize remains as relevant as ever. This year it is awarded to Russian opposition activist
Alexey Navalny, whose brave refusal to be silenced recalls the work of Soviet-era dissidents such as Andrey
Sakharov. The Sakharov Prize will be presented at a ceremony during the European Parliament's December plenary
session, although Navalny himself will be unable to attend due to his being in jail.
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Yhteenveto This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the Committee on Petitions, examines the level of implementation of the 2015 Concluding
Observations of the CRPD Committee by the EU, in the view of the next monitoring and reporting cycle. It reveals that
while some recommendations have been followed up by the EU through its Disability strategies and legislative and
policy action, important gaps remain, notably in those areas where the EU has limited competences, or political
support is lacking.

Tutkimus EN

Yhteenveto DE, EN, ES, FR, IT

19-04-2024 Lähde : © Euroopan unioni, 2024 - EP 29

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_BRI(2021)698856
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/698856/EPRS_BRI(2021)698856_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_ATA(2021)698823
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/698823/EPRS_ATA(2021)698823_DE.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/698823/EPRS_ATA(2021)698823_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/698823/EPRS_ATA(2021)698823_ES.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/698823/EPRS_ATA(2021)698823_FR.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/698823/EPRS_ATA(2021)698823_IT.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/698823/EPRS_ATA(2021)698823_PL.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/698823/EPRS_ATA(2021)698823_XL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/IPOL_STU(2021)700321
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/700321/IPOL_STU(2021)700321_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/700321/IPOL_STU(2021)700321(SUM01)_DE.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/700321/IPOL_STU(2021)700321(SUM01)_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/700321/IPOL_STU(2021)700321(SUM01)_ES.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/700321/IPOL_STU(2021)700321(SUM01)_FR.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/700321/IPOL_STU(2021)700321(SUM01)_IT.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/fi/legal-notice


Violence against women in the EU: State of play
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 24-11-2021
Tekijä SHREEVES Rosamund

Toimiala Sukupuolinäkökohdat, tasa-arvo ja monimuotoisuus
Hakusana epidemia | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen politiikka | kansainvälinen yleissopimus | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET |

koronavirustauti | nainen | naisten oikeudet | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | perheväkivalta | rikosoikeus |
seksuaalinen väkivalta | sosiaalinen elämä | sosiaalinen kehys | sukupuolisyrjintä | sukupuolten tasa-arvo | terveys |
uhrien auttaminen | väestötiede ja väestö | yhteiskunnallinen eriarvoisuus | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto Violence against women is a violation of human rights and a form of gender-based discrimination. Rooted in
inequalities between men and women, it takes many forms. Estimates of the scale of the problem are alarming. Such
violence has a major impact on victims and imposes a significant cost burden on society. The instruments put in place
by the United Nations and Council of Europe, including the latter's 'Istanbul Convention', to which the EU plans to
accede, are benchmarks in efforts to combat violence against women. The EU is tackling the problem in various ways,
but has no binding instrument designed specifically to protect women from violence. Although there are similarities
between national policies to combat violence against women, the Member States have adopted different approaches
to the problem. Parliament's efforts have focused on strengthening EU policy in the area. Parliament has repeatedly
called for a European Union strategy to counter violence against women, including a legally binding instrument.
Stakeholders have expressed a range of concerns, including regarding the impact of the coronavirus pandemic and
the related need to expand and adapt support for victims, and have highlighted the need for a comprehensive EU
political framework on eliminating violence against women. They have also launched new initiatives of their own. This
is a further update of an earlier briefing by Anna Dimitrova-Stull, of February 2014. The most recent previous edition
was from November 2020.
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Yhteenveto Human rights sanctions are nothing new, but the death in 2009 of Russian whistle-blower Sergei Magnitsky in
detention resulted in calls for more vigorous action to counter continuing abuses in many countries. Adopted by the US
in 2016, the Global Magnitsky Act was the first of a new generation of human rights sanctions programmes, which, in
contrast to traditional sanctions targeted at individual countries, can be flexibly applied to perpetrators from all over the
world, regardless of their geographical location. This briefing compares four such programmes: the US Global
Magnitsky Act, Canada's Sergei Magnitsky Law, the UK's Global Human Rights and Anti-Corruption Regulations, and
the EU's restrictive measures against serious human rights violations and abuses, the most recent of the four to be
adopted. All of these are inspired by the ambition to tackle serious human rights crimes from around the world, but
there are also significant differences, for example, in terms of the threshold for human rights offences, the inclusion or
not of corruption-related offences, and the role played by parliaments and civil society. In terms of practical application,
Global Magnitsky is by far the most active of the four programmes for the time being, targeting over 300 individuals
and entities from 40 countries. Traditional geographical sanctions still predominate in all four jurisdictions;
nevertheless, restrictive measures applied under global programmes to Chinese, Russian and Saudi officials highlight
the role that such sanctions can play in furthering Western cooperation on human rights. This briefing has been written
as part of a collaborative project between the European Parliament's Research Service and Directorate-General for
External Policies on mapping best practices in global human rights sanctions regimes.
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Internal and external dimension of illegal logging: legal issues and solutions
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 03-11-2021
Ulkopuolinen laatija Dr. Kévine KINDJI

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Ympäristö
Hakusana hallinnollinen johtaminen | ihmisoikeudet | lahjonta | laiton puunkorjuu | MAATALOUS, METSÄTALOUS JA KALASTUS

| metsitetty alue | metsän hävittäminen | metsätalous | metsätila | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | puuntuotanto |
puuteollisuus | puutuote | rikosoikeus | suojelualue | TEOLLISUUS | toimintaohjelma | YMPÄRISTÖ | ympäristön
laadun huononeminen | ympäristöpolitiikka | YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

Yhteenveto This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the PETI Committee, aims at gaining deeper insights into the legal aspects of illegal logging
and related trade in illegally harvested timber and timber products. It analyses the legal requirements and their
implications for various actors in the EU and in third countries. The study examines the disparities in enforcement and
penalties regimes in Member States and analyses their role in trade diversion. The study further explores the
possibility for strengthening the timber regime by broadening its scope and tackling underlying issues such as
corruption and human rights violations. The study also assesses the external dimension, specifically focusing on the
Voluntary Partnership Agreements with major producers’ countries. The study formulates various recommendations to
improve the regime taking into account both the internal and external dimension of illegal logging.
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Resarch for CULT Committee - The role of culture, education, media and sport in the fight against racism
- Background Analysis

Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus
Päivämäärä 31-10-2021

Ulkopuolinen laatija Ockham IPS: Bert-Jan BUISKOOL, Andrea GIANNETTO, Bastiaan VERBERNE
Toimiala Koulutus | Kulttuuri

Hakusana hallinnollinen johtaminen | ihmisoikeudet | joukkoviestintävälineet | koulutus | koulutus | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ |
kulttuuri ja uskonto | kulttuuripolitiikka | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus |
POLITIIKKA | rotuerottelu | rotusyrjintää vastustava liike | sosiaalinen elämä | toimintaohjelma | urheilu | viestintä |
YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

Yhteenveto The study concludes that the EU Anti-racism Action Plan 2020-2025 reflects the diversity of remedy measures
identified in the specialist literature. Despite of the limited steering and monitoring within EU programmes of their
contribution to the fight against racism, except for the CERV programme, there is a significant share of projects that
are addressing racism related topics, also reflecting a diversity of remedy measures. There is a need for further
building on existing good practices / incentives developed by programmes and implementing institutions.
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Stepping up EU cooperation with Taiwan
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 13-10-2021
Tekijä JOCHHEIM Ulrich

Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | demokratia | EU:n tehtävä kansainvälisissä asioissa | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN

UNIONI | FINANSSIASIAT | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen kauppa | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET
SUHTEET | KAUPPA | kauppasuhteet | Kiina | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen kehys |
POLITIIKKA | rahoitus ja investointi | suora sijoitus | Taiwan | talousmaantiede | ulkomainen sijoitus | ulkopolitiikka |
yhteistyöpolitiikka | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto Since its political transition began in the 1980s, Taiwan has become a vibrant democracy and has also joined the ranks
of high-income countries. Economic relations between the EU and Taiwan are flourishing, as illustrated by the fact that
the EU is Taiwan's most important source of foreign direct investment. The European Parliament has repeatedly called
for the EU to take the first steps towards a bilateral investment agreement. During its October II plenary session,
Parliament is expected to debate EU-Taiwan political relations and cooperation and vote on a draft recommendation to
the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy.
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Policy Departments’ Monthly Highlights - October 2021
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 13-10-2021
Toimiala Elintarviketurvallisuus | Ihmisoikeudet | Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu | Liikenne | Sosiaalipolitiikka |

Sukupuolinäkökohdat, tasa-arvo ja monimuotoisuus | Talousarvio | Talousarvion valvonta | Työllisyys | Ulkosuhteet |
Ympäristö

Hakusana epidemia | FINANSSIASIAT | ihmisoikeudet | juomavesi | koronavirustauti | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ |
luonnonympäristö | nuorisopolitiikka | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | prostituutio | rakentaminen ja
yhdyskuntasuunnittelu | sosiaalinen elämä | talousarvio | tekoäly | terveys | tieto ja tiedonkäsittely | tietokanta |
tietotekniikka ja tietojenkäsittely | varainhoidon valvonta | yhdyskuntasuunnittelu | YHTEISKUNNALLISET
KYSYMYKSET | YMPÄRISTÖ

Yhteenveto The Monthly Highlights publication provides an overview, at a glance, of the on-going work of the policy departments,
including a selection of the latest and forthcoming publications, and a list of future events.
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The Human Right to Drinking Water: Impact of large-scale agriculture and industry
Julkaisutyyppi Selvitys

Päivämäärä 30-09-2021
Ulkopuolinen laatija •Dr Naho MIRUMACHI

•Dr Aleksandra DUDA
•Jagoda GREGULSKA
•Joanna SMĘTEK

Toimiala Elintarviketurvallisuus | Ihmisoikeudet | Kansainvälinen kauppa | Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu | Ulkosuhteet |
Ympäristö

Hakusana asiakirjat | ihmisoikeudet | juomavesi | kansanterveys | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | luonnonympäristö | MAATALOUS,
METSÄTALOUS JA KALASTUS | maatalouspolitiikka | maatalouspolitiikka | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS |
taloudellinen analyysi | TALOUSTIEDE | tapaustutkimus | TEOLLISUUS | teollisuuspolitiikka | teollisuuspolitiikka ja
teollisuuden rakenteet | terveys | vaikuttavuustutkimus | veden käyttö | veden laatu | vesien saastuminen | vesivarat |
YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | YMPÄRISTÖ | ympäristön laadun huononeminen | ympäristöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto Access to safe drinking water is a human right. It is indispensable to a healthy, dignified and productive life. However,
a significant proportion of the global population is not able to enjoy this human right. The purpose of this in-depth
analysis is to consider the impacts of large-scale agricultural activity and industry on the progressive realisation of the
human right to drinking water. In particular, it considers how the European Union and the European Parliament can
better support non-EU countries to realise this human right. States and businesses have obligations and
responsibilities towards citizens to ensure safe drinking water. However, fulfilling these obligations and responsibilities
is in contention with competing water uses and economic considerations and marred by poor enabling environments
and power dynamics. Achieving the human right to drinking water needs to be considered in the context of trade-offs
emerging from the water-food-energy nexus where water use in one sector can have impacts on others.  Virtual water
embedded in the trade of agricultural goods demonstrates that demand for food can affect local water availability,
posing challenges to ensuring the human right to drinking water in these places. Existing good practices focus on
better recognition of obligations and responsibilities through a human rights-based approach, improved assessments
of impacts, enhanced stakeholder engagement and mechanisms for due diligence. There are opportunities for the EU
to extend the discussion on the human right to drinking water with other interlinked rights, noting the complex and
integrated impacts of water resources.

Selvitys EN

Regulating facial recognition in the EU
Julkaisutyyppi Selvitys

Päivämäärä 15-09-2021
Tekijä MADIEGA Tambiama André | MILDEBRATH Hendrik Alexander

Toimiala Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue
Hakusana asetus (EU) | biometria | ehdotus (EU) | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | henkilöllisyystodistus |

henkilötiedot | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen oikeus | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | luonnontieteet ja soveltavat tieteet
| oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | teknologia | teknologia ja tekninen sääntely | tekoäly | TIEDE | tieto ja tiedonkäsittely
| tietosuoja | tietotekniikka ja tietojenkäsittely | tietotekniikkaa koskeva lainsäädäntö | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA
TUTKIMUS | yksityisyyden suoja

Yhteenveto The European Union is considering regulating facial recognition in the proposed artificial intelligence act, currently
under discussion. This EPRS publication explains the state of play and further highlights the concerns raised by the
use and the potential impacts on people's fundamental rights of facial recognition technologies. Against this
background, the paper explores the current EU legal framework applicable to facial recognition and examines the
recent proposals for regulating facial recognition technologies at EU level in depth.

Selvitys DE, EN, FR

Political crisis in Guinea
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 15-09-2021
Tekijä ZAMFIR Ionel

Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Afrikka | autoritaarinen hallintojärjestelmä | demokratia | EU:n tehtävä kansainvälisissä asioissa | Euroopan

rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Guinea | ihmisoikeudet | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kehitysapu |
MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | poliittinen
kriisi | POLITIIKKA | presidentin vaali | talousmaantiede | tukahduttaminen | vaalimenettely ja äänestäminen |
vallankaappaus | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto On 5 September, a coup perpetrated by the military removed the President of Guinea, Alpha Condé, from power. The
president was less than one year into his third term, obtained after a much-contested constitutional amendment. Under
Condé, the administration yielded disappointing economic results and he was increasingly perceived as an
authoritarian ruler who handled his opponents and critics with harsh repressiveness.
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The direction of EU-Russia political relations
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 08-09-2021
Tekijä RUSSELL Martin

Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana disinformaatio | EU:n rajoittava toimenpide | Euroopan rakentamistyö | Euroopan turvallisuus | EUROOPAN UNIONI |

Eurooppa | ihmisoikeudet | informaatiosodankäynti | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET |
KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen maantiede | sotilaallinen
interventio | talousmaantiede | Ukraina | Venäjä | Venäjän ja Ukrainan kysymys | viestintä | yhteistyösopimus (EU)

Yhteenveto Russia's 2014 annexation of Crimea marked the beginning of a new and difficult phase in bilateral relations. The latter
are based on the five principles agreed by EU foreign ministers in 2016, in addition to the joint communication of June
2021. During the September plenary session, the European Parliament is expected to debate EU–Russia political
relations and vote a draft recommendation to the Council, the Commission and the High Representative. While
acknowledging that the EU approach has contained the risk of Russian aggression, the draft recommendation calls for
a review of EU policy, including more support for human rights.
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Corruption and human rights in third countries: developments in EU external action since 2017
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 02-09-2021
Ulkopuolinen laatija Rosana GARCIANDIA

Toimiala Demokratia | Ihmisoikeudet | Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana EU:n ulkoinen toimivalta | Euroopan ulkosuhdehallinto | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | Euroopan

unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | ihmisoikeudet | ihmisoikeusliike | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET |
kansalaisyhteiskunta | kolmas maa | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | lahjonta | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen
elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | POLITIIKKA | rikosoikeus | tieto ja tiedonkäsittely | tietojen ilmoittaminen | tietotekniikka
ja tietojenkäsittely | unionin vastainen petos | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto In 2017, the European Parliament adopted a Resolution on corruption and human rights in third countries (hereinafter
‘EP 2017 Resolution’) which included a set of practical recommendations on corruption and human rights in EU
external relations. This briefing analyses the progress made by EU actors in implementing those recommendations. It
focuses on development and human rights tools addressed in the EP 2017 Resolution, including EU funded projects
and programmes, technical cooperation, EU human rights dialogues and public diplomacy, as well as support for
whistle-blowers and civil society organisations exposing corruption. It concludes that, while action has been taken on
various fronts to support anti-corruption efforts in third countries following the recommendations, a more systematic
approach to corruption and human rights could be taken in some areas. Cooperation between EU actors and
enhanced capacity building on corruption and human rights are also key elements for a successful anti-corruption
strategy in EU external action.

Briefing EN

The Organization for Security and Co operation in Europe (OSCE) : A pillar of the European security
order

Julkaisutyyppi Briefing
Päivämäärä 02-09-2021

Tekijä RUSSELL Martin
Toimiala Ulkosuhteet

Hakusana ETYJ | Euroopan turvallisuus | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen kysymys | kansainvälinen turvallisuus |
KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | konfliktien torjuminen | maailmanjärjestöt | oikeudet
ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | POLITIIKKA | vaalien oikeellisuuden valvonta | vaalimenettely ja äänestäminen

Yhteenveto The OSCE's origins go back to 1975, when the countries in the two opposing blocs in the Cold War signed the Helsinki
Final Act, enshrining principles such as territorial integrity and respect for human rights. The act was followed by a
series of follow-up meetings to monitor implementation, in a process known as the Conference on Security and Co-
operation in Europe (CSCE). Following the adoption of the 1990 Paris Charter envisaging a new post-Cold War
European order, in 1995 the CSCE was put on a more permanent, institutional basis and renamed the OSCE. The
OSCE, like the CSCE before it, is based on a vision of 'comprehensive security' that encompasses human rights and
economic cooperation, as well as traditional 'hard' security. However, hopes that the OSCE could become the central
pillar of a new post-Cold War order faded as divisions re-emerged, between an enlarged EU and NATO on the one
hand, and Russia on the other. The OSCE lacks the legal powers and the resources needed to live up to its ambition
of becoming a platform for pan-European/trans-Atlantic cooperation. With decisions taken by consensus,
disagreements between participating states hamper decision-making and prevent the organisation from becoming
more effective. The OSCE plays a useful though limited role in several areas. The organisation has been powerless to
resolve conflicts in the post-Soviet region, but its observers are the main source of detailed and reliable information on
the situation in eastern Ukraine. OSCE agreements, such as the Vienna Document, help to promote military
transparency, and election observation missions have advanced democratic reforms in several countries.
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The European Commission’s New Pact on Migration and Asylum. Horizontal substitute impact
assessment

Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus
Päivämäärä 12-08-2021

Ulkopuolinen laatija This study has been written by Ecorys in collaboration with Dr Galina Cornelisse of Free University of Amsterdam and
Dr Giuseppe Campesi of University of Bari at the request of the Ex-ante Impact Assessment Unit of the Directorate for
Impact Assessment and European Added Value, within the Directorate-General for Parliamentary Research Services
(EPRS) of the Secretariat of the European Parliament. The Quality Review has been conducted by Lina Vosyliute,
Roberto Cortinovis and Sergio Carrera.

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Vaikutusten ennakkoarviointi | Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue
Hakusana EU:n siirtolaispolitiikka | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen oikeus | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET

SUHTEET | laiton siirtolaisuus | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | paluumuutto | siirtolainen | siirtolaisuus |
turvapaikanhakija | turvapaikkaoikeus | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto This ‘Horizontal Substitute Impact Assessment of the European Commission’s New Pact on Migration and Asylum’
was requested by the European Parliament’s Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE). The
impact assessment focuses on the main proposed changes implied by the European Commission’s New Pact, with a
particular focus on the following four proposals: 1) Asylum and Migration Management Regulation (RAMM); 2) Crisis
and Force Majeure Regulation; 3) Amended Asylum Procedure Regulation (APR); and 4) Screening Regulation.
The horizontal substitute impact assessment critically assesses the ‘system’ and underlying logic of the proposed New
Pact with the aim to analyse how the four Commission proposals would work and interact in practice. The impact
assessment also assesses whether and to what extent the proposed New Pact addresses the identified shortcomings
and implementational problems of the current EU asylum and migration law and policy. Moreover, the impact
assessment identifies and assesses the expected impacts on fundamental rights, as well as economic, social and
territorial impacts of the proposed New Pact.
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The differing EU Member States’ regulations on prostitution and their cross-border implications on
women’s rights

Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus
Päivämäärä 27-07-2021

Ulkopuolinen laatija Andrea Di Nicola
Toimiala Sukupuolinäkökohdat, tasa-arvo ja monimuotoisuus | Unionin oikeus: oikeusjärjestelmä ja säädökset

Hakusana EU:n jäsenvaltio | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | ihmiskauppa | ihmisoikeudet | kansallinen oikeus |
MAANTIEDE | naisliike | naisten oikeudet | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeuslähteet ja oikeuden alat | poliittinen
elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | POLITIIKKA | prostituutio | rikosoikeus | seksuaalinen väkivalta | sosiaalinen elämä |
sukupuolisyrjintä | sukupuolten tasa-arvo | talousmaantiede | unionin oikeus | unionin oikeus – kansallinen oikeus |
YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto This Study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the FEMM Committee – after assessing the state-of-the-art of prostitution regulations in EU
MSs and the current situation of sex trafficking and related data in the EU – identifies and evaluates cross-border
problems/risks related to differing national EU MSs’ regulations and suggests future EU legislation to reduce them,
thus preventing women from being trafficked while also protecting fundamental rights and gender equality.
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New EU strategic priorities for the Sahel: Addressing regional challenges  through better governance
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 09-07-2021
Tekijä PICHON Eric

Toimiala Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu | Turvallisuus ja puolustus | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Afrikka | asiakirjat | demokratia | EU:n strategia | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | hallintotapa |

ihmisoikeudet | kansalaisyhteiskunta | kertomus | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet |
OIKEUS | oikeusvaltio | pakkomuutto | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA | Sahel |
siirtolaisuus | terrorismi | täytäntöönpanovalta ja julkinen hallinto | vallankaappaus | yhteinen ulko- ja
turvallisuuspolitiikka | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto Recent events have shown that the Sahel region remains highly politically unstable. The military takeover of the
Chadian government following President Idriss Déby's sudden death in April 2021 and the repercussions of the August
2020 and May 2021 military coups in Mali are worrying signs of weak democratic governance structures. Burkina
Faso's transitional democracy has also been severely destabilised by the activities of extremist groups and internal
conflicts. This political fragility and the lack of government legitimacy have made the responses to the Sahel's security
and humanitarian issues all the more challenging. The continued threat posed by terrorist armed groups and rising
intercommunal violence over land and resources have led to both internal and cross-border displacements in Sahel
countries. Meanwhile, the inadequacy of governance mechanisms for managing this displacement, compounded by
environmental degradation, resource scarcity and population growth, has created a severe humanitarian crisis. Since
2011, the European Union (EU) strategy for the Sahel has focused on both security and development to address these
numerous and interconnected challenges. However, EU efforts have remained dominated by a military approach to
tackle rising terrorist activity, achieving concrete results but ultimately falling short of long-term regional stability. The
new EU integrated strategy in the Sahel aims to strengthen action at the political level, focusing on governance
mechanisms, human rights, and collaboration with civil society and local authorities, while maintaining security
cooperation with states in the region.
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The Use of SLAPPs to Silence Journalists, NGOs and Civil Society
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 30-06-2021
Ulkopuolinen laatija Justin BORG-BARTHET Benedetta LOBINA Magdalena ZABROCKA.

Toimiala Demokratia | EP:n ja neuvoston hyväksymä lainsäädäntö | EU:n demokratia sekä institutionaalinen ja
parlamentaarinen oikeus | Ihmisoikeudet | Unionin oikeus: oikeusjärjestelmä ja säädökset | Vapauden, turvallisuuden
ja oikeuden alue

Hakusana ehdotus (EU) | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | ihmisoikeudet |
KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | oikeudenkäyntimenettely | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeus | oikeus
oikeussuojaan | osallistava demokratia | poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA | sananvapaus | tiedonvälityksen vapaus |
viestintä | viestintä- ja tiedotusalan ammatti | yksityisoikeudellinen yhteistyö

Yhteenveto This At a glance of the study with the same title, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for
Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs at the request of the JURI Committee, analyses legal definitions of Strategic
Lawsuits Against Public Participation (SLAPP) and assesses the compatibility of anti-SLAPP legislation with EU law. It
is recommended that an anti-SLAPP Directive should be adopted, and that the Brussels Ia Regulation and Rome II
Regulation should be recast to limit the incidence of SLAPPs.
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The Use of SLAPPs to Silence Journalists, NGOs and Civil Society
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 14-06-2021
Ulkopuolinen laatija Justin BORG-BARTHET Benedetta LOBINA Magdalena ZABROCKA.

Toimiala Demokratia | EP:n ja neuvoston hyväksymä lainsäädäntö | EU:n demokratia sekä institutionaalinen ja
parlamentaarinen oikeus | Ihmisoikeudet | Unionin oikeus: oikeusjärjestelmä ja säädökset | Vapauden, turvallisuuden
ja oikeuden alue

Hakusana asetus (EU) | asiakirjat | demokratia | EU:n jäsenvaltio | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus |
ihmisoikeudet | KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | kansalaisyhteiskunta | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | MAANTIEDE |
muut kuin hallitusten väliset järjestöt | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeusvaltio | painovapaus | poliittinen elämä ja
yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA | sananvapaus | talousmaantiede | tutkimusraportti | valtioista
riippumaton järjestö | viestinnän monimuotoisuus | viestintä | viestintä- ja tiedotusalan ammatti

Yhteenveto This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the JURI Committee, analyses legal definitions of Strategic Lawsuits Against Public
Participation (SLAPP) and assesses the compatibility of anti-SLAPP legislation with EU law. It is recommended that an
anti-SLAPP Directive should be adopted, and that the Brussels Ia Regulation and Rome II Regulation should be recast
to limit the incidence of SLAPPs.
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The EU Approach on Migration in the Mediterranean
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 11-06-2021
Ulkopuolinen laatija Violeta MORENO-LAX,Jennifer ALLSOPP,Evangelia (Lilian) TSOURDI,Philippe DE BRUYCKER,Andreina DE LEO

Toimiala Elintarviketurvallisuus | EP:n ja neuvoston hyväksymä lainsäädäntö | Ihmisoikeudet | Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen
apu | Turvallisuus ja puolustus | Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue

Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | Afrikka | asiakirjat | EU:n siirtolaispolitiikka | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja
unionin virkamieskunta | Euroopan unionin turvapaikkavirasto | Euroopan unionin ulkoraja | Eurooppa | Frontex |
ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen oikeus | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | Libya | luonnonympäristö | MAANTIEDE |
muuttoliikkeen valvonta | Niger | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen maantiede | siirtolaisuus | talousmaantiede
| Turkki | turvapaikkaoikeus | tutkimusraportti | Välimeri | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | YMPÄRISTÖ

Yhteenveto This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the LIBE Committee , examines the EU approach on migration in the Mediterranean, covering
developments from the 2015 refugee crisis up to the Covid-19 pandemic, assessing the effect these events have had
on the design, implementation, and reform of EU policy on asylum, migration and external border control, and
documenting the ramifications these changes have had on the actors who operate and are impacted by these policies,
including immigration authorities, civil society organisations, and the migrants themselves. The study includes a review
of the state of play of relevant EU asylum and migration legislation and its implementation, an appraisal of the situation
in the Mediterranean, and a thorough examination of the external dimension of the EU migration, asylum and border
policies, focusing on cooperation with third countries (Turkey, Libya and Niger), incorporating human rights and
refugee law considerations and an analysis of the implications of funding allocations under the EU Trust Fund for
Africa and the Refugee Facility in Turkey. The main goal is to test the correct application of EU and international law,
having regard to increased allegations of human rights violations, undue criminalisation, and complicity of the EU in
atrocity crimes committed against migrants at sea, stranded in Libya, or contained in Niger and Turkey. The role of EU
agencies (Frontex and EASO) is also assessed alongside the bilateral or multi-lateral initiatives adopted by MS to
confront the mounting challenges at the common external borders of the EU, incorporating the principle of solidarity
and fair sharing of responsibility (Article 80 TFEU) as a horizontal concern.
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Policy Departments’ Monthly Highlights - June 2021
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 04-06-2021
Toimiala Demokratia | Ihmisoikeudet | Koronavirus | Liikenne | Talousarvio | Talousarvion valvonta | Tutkimuspolitiikka |

Ulkosuhteet | Unionin oikeus: oikeusjärjestelmä ja säädökset
Hakusana asiakirjat | eläinten hyvinvointi | eläinten kuljetus | epidemia | EU:n talous- ja raha-asiat | EUROOPAN UNIONI |

ihmisoikeudet | kertomus | koheesiorahasto | koronavirustauti | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | kuljetusjärjestelyt |
LIIKENNE | liikennepolitiikka | MAATALOUS, METSÄTALOUS JA KALASTUS | maatalouselinkeino |
maatalouspolitiikka | matkailu | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | POLITIIKKA |
sosiaalinen elämä | terveys | tukahduttaminen | yhteinen liikennepolitiikka | yhteinen maatalouspolitiikka |
YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | yhtiön oikeudellinen muoto | yleishyödyllinen yhtiö | YRITYSTOIMINTA JA
KILPAILU

Yhteenveto The Monthly Highlights publication provides an overview, at a glance, of the on-going work of the policy departments,
including a selection of the latest and forthcoming publications, and a list of future events.
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China: Partner or rival? [What Think Tanks are thinking]
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 04-06-2021
Tekijä CESLUK-GRAJEWSKI Marcin

Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | ajatushautomo | asiakirjat | epidemia | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI |

geopolitiikka | Hongkong | humanistiset tieteet | ihmisoikeudet | kertomus | Kiina | koronavirustauti | KOULUTUS JA
VIESTINTÄ | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | Taiwan | talousmaantiede | terveys | TIEDE |
TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | tutkimus ja immateriaalioikeus | yhteinen ulko- ja turvallisuuspolitiikka |
YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto Formally, the EU and China have been strategic partners since 2003 – a partnership that was broadened five years
ago by the EU-China 2020 Strategic Agenda for Cooperation. However, more recently, EU officials and politicians
have been expressing increasing concerns over China’s economic expansionism and human rights violations. The
current coronavirus pandemic and developments in Hong Kong have had a marked negative impacted on EU-China
relations. This note offers links to recent commentaries, studies and reports from major international think tanks on
China, its ties with the EU and related issues. The previous issue on the subject was published in October 2020.
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State of democracy in sub-Saharan Africa: Democratic progress at risk
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 03-06-2021
Tekijä ZAMFIR Ionel

Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Afrikka | asiakirjat | autoritaarinen hallintojärjestelmä | demokratia | epidemia | ihmisoikeudet | kansalaisyhteiskunta |

kertomus | koronavirustauti | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | MAANTIEDE | monipuoluejärjestelmä | oikeudet ja
vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA | Saharan eteläpuolinen
Afrikka | terveys | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto Although countries in sub-Saharan Africa started opening up to democracy three decades ago, the region is still
characterised by a high heterogeneity of political regimes. Fragile democracies often endure numerous challenges and
shortcomings, and share their borders with some of the world's least democratic regimes. Virtually non-existent in
1990, multi-party elections are the norm today, yet they still only rarely lead to power changes. The recent trends of
democratic recession have not left sub-Saharan Africa untouched, but they have affected individual countries
differently. Some unexpected democratic transitions have taken place at the same time as overall democratic decline
has set in. Two sets of reasons account for the fragility of democracies in sub-Saharan Africa – those that are extrinsic
and those that are intrinsic to political and institutional settings. The first include low socio-economic development,
conflict and insecurity; the second include weak institutions, lack of judicial independence, manipulation of electoral
laws and constitutional norms, as well as serious limitations of civil and political rights. In practice, authoritarian
regimes have become skilled at using a façade of legality to legitimise their grip on power. The coronavirus pandemic
has affected the region less severely than compared to other parts of the world, but its impact on democratic and
human rights norms has been significant. For the EU – which is an important partner and development aid provider to
the region, while also launching frequent election observation missions there – issues of concern include the shrinking
space for civil society, the need to broaden political participation for various groups such as women and youth, as well
as the impact of digital developments on democracy and human rights in societies that are still suffering from limited
internet access and insufficient digital literacy.
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European Peace Facility - Investing in international stability and security
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 02-06-2021
Tekijä IMMENKAMP Beatrix

Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana asekauppa | asiakirjat | EU:n rahasto | EU:n sotilasoperaatio | EU:n talous- ja raha-asiat | EU:n tehtävä

kansainvälisissä asioissa | EU:n tuki | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet | jäsenvaltion
osuus | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kertomus |
kolmas maa | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | muut kuin hallitusten väliset järjestöt | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS |
puolustus | rauha | sotilaallinen yhteistyö | talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE | valtioista riippumaton järjestö |
yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto A key objective of the EU's external action is to preserve peace, prevent conflicts and strengthen international security,
in accordance with the purposes and principles of the United Nations Charter. In the context of its common foreign and
security policy (CFSP), the Union offers assistance to third states, international organisations and regional
organisations engaged in peace support operations. Moreover, the EU's common security and defence policy (CSDP)
– part of the CFSP – provides the Union with its own operational capacity, allowing it to deploy civilian and military
assets (provided by the EU Member States) in third countries. While many of the operations and missions the EU
supports have military and defence implications, the EU cannot finance activities with military or defence implications
from the EU budget. EU Member States therefore have mechanisms to fund expenditure with military and defence
implications directly from national budgets. The European Peace Facility (EPF) is a new off-budget fund with a
financial ceiling of €5.692 billion financed by Member State contributions. The EPF, which will be operational by 1 July
2021, will make it easier for Member States to share the costs of EU military operations. It will also help the EU to
support military peace-support operations conducted by third countries and regional organisations, anywhere in the
world. Controversially, for the first time, the EU will be able to provide the armed forces of partner countries with
infrastructure and equipment, including weapons. Several non-governmental organisations (NGOs) have warned that
the new facility risks fuelling conflict and human rights abuses around the world. They warn that this could exacerbate
violence and arms proliferation, and fuel the very dynamics the EPF seeks to address. By contrast, practitioners
believe the facility will ensure that the EU is taken seriously as a security provider and is able to maintain its influence
in conflict areas. The Council has called for swift operationalisation of the EPF and has invited Member States and the
High Representative to present proposals for assistance measures.
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Fighting corruption globally: The link with human rights
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 26-05-2021
Tekijä ZAMFIR Ionel

Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana asiakirjat | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen politiikka | KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET |

kertomus | kestävä kehitys | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | lahjonta | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | rikosoikeus |
talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE | Yhdistyneet Kansakunnat | YK:n yleiskokous | YK:n yleissopimus

Yhteenveto The UN Convention against Corruption – the only legally binding international instrument for fighting corruption – was
adopted by the UN General Assembly (UNGA) in 2003. Although it has been ratified by the vast majority of the states
in the world, serious implementation gaps persist to this day. The harmful impact of corruption on human rights and on
the implementation of the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development has been widely recognised. In this context,
the UNGA is to hold its first special session on corruption on 2-4 June 2021.
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Chinese counter-sanctions on EU targets
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 19-05-2021
Tekijä PARRY Matthew

Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | disinformaatio | EU:n rajoittava toimenpide | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI |

FINANSSIASIAT | ihmisoikeudet | investointi | kansainvälinen oikeus | kansainvälinen pakote | kansainvälinen politiikka
| KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | Kiina | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS |
rahoitus ja investointi | sopimusneuvottelut (EU) | taloudellinen seuraamus | talousmaantiede | valtion täysivaltaisuus |
viestintä

Yhteenveto On 22 March 2021, the People's Republic of China (PRC) announced sanctions on 10 individuals and 4 entities in the
EU, including Members of the European Parliament and of the Council's Political and Security Committee, that it said
'severely harm China's sovereignty and interests and maliciously spread lies and disinformation'. It described the
sanctions as a response to EU sanctions imposed the same day on a Chinese entity and individuals accused of human
rights abuses in Xinjiang (PRC). The dispute comes at a sensitive time in EU-China relations, raising questions about
approval of the Comprehensive Agreement on Investment (CAI), a proposed EU-China bilateral investment treaty.
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Digital technologies as a means of repression and social control
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 18-05-2021
Ulkopuolinen laatija Dorota GŁOWACKA, Richard YOUNGS, Adela PINTEA, Ewelina WOŁOSIK

Toimiala Demokratia | Ihmisoikeudet
Hakusana autoritaarinen hallintojärjestelmä | biometria | demokratia | digitaalitekniikka | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN

UNIONI | geopolitiikka | hallinnollinen johtaminen | humanistiset tieteet | ihmisoikeudet | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ |
luonnontieteet ja soveltavat tieteet | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA | päätöksenteko |
tautiseuranta | teknologia ja tekninen sääntely | terveys | TIEDE | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | uusi
teknologia | viestinnän valvonta | viestintä | yhteinen ulko- ja turvallisuuspolitiikka | YHTEISKUNNALLISET
KYSYMYKSET | YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

Yhteenveto The proliferation of new and emerging technologies over the past two decades has significantly expanded states’
toolkit for repression and social control, deepening human rights problems. While these technologies still have the
potential to positively enhance democratic values and human rights, they are now also actively deployed and shaped
by many repressive regimes to their own strategic advantage. Globally and regionally, efforts have been made to
tackle the challenges that digital technologies pose to human rights, but a lot remains to be done. The EU must enrich
global legal and standard-setting efforts, as well as improve its own core foreign policy instruments. The EU’s foreign
policy toolbox has become more comprehensive in the last several years, with the addition of a number of different
strands to its efforts against ‘digital authoritarianism’. The challenge related to the use of digital technologies by
authoritarian regimes has continued to deepen, however. The EU must therefore continue to find ways to fine-tune and
add to this toolbox. A core finding that runs through this report is that the EU has undertaken many valuable and well-
designed policy initiatives in this field, but still has to decide whether tackling digital repression is a core geopolitical
interest at the highest political level.
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The rights of LGBTI people in the European Union
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 11-05-2021
Tekijä DE GROOT DAVID ARMAND JACQUES GERA

Toimiala Sukupuolinäkökohdat, tasa-arvo ja monimuotoisuus
Hakusana avioliitto | EU:n strategia | EU:n tilasto | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet | keinotekoinen

lisääntyminen | lapseksiottaminen | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | perhe | rikosoikeus | seksuaalinen väkivalta |
seksuaaliseen suuntautuneisuuteen perustuva syrjintä | sukupuoli-identiteetti | taloudellinen analyysi | TALOUSTIEDE |
yhdenvertainen kohtelu | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto The prohibition of discrimination and the protection of human rights are important elements of the EU legal order.
Nevertheless, discrimination against lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) people persists
throughout the EU and takes various forms, including verbal abuse and physical violence. Sexual orientation is now
recognised in EU law as grounds of discrimination. However, the scope of the provisions dealing with this issue is
limited and does not cover social protection, health care, education or access to goods and services, leaving LGBTI
people particularly vulnerable in these areas. Moreover, EU competence does not extend to recognition of marital or
family status. In this area, national regulations vary, with some Member States offering same-sex couples the right to
marry, others allowing alternative forms of registration, and yet others not providing any legal status for same-sex
couples. Same-sex couples may or may not have the right to adopt children and to access assisted reproduction.
These divergent legal statuses have implications, for instance, for partners from two Member States with different
standards who want to formalise/legalise their relationship, or for same-sex couples and their families wishing to move
to another Member State. Combating discrimination has become part of EU internal and external policies, and is the
subject of numerous resolutions of the European Parliament. However, action in this area remains problematic when it
touches on issues pertaining to areas traditionally the preserve of Member States, such as marital status and family
law. This is a further updated version of a briefing originally drafted by Piotr Bakowski. The previous edition, from
November 2020, was by Rosamund Shreeves.
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The coronavirus pandemic in Latin America
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 28-04-2021
Tekijä GOMEZ RAMIREZ Enrique

Toimiala Koronavirus | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Amerikka | epidemia | hallinnollinen johtaminen | ihmisoikeudet | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kansallinen tilinpito |

kansanterveys | koronavirustauti | kriisinhallinta | köyhyys | Latinalainen Amerikka | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja
vapaudet | OIKEUS | raha-apu | rokotus | TALOUSTIEDE | terveys | työllisyys | TYÖLLISYYS JA TYÖ | työttömyys |
YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | yhteistyöpolitiikka | YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

Yhteenveto Latin America is among the world's regions worst affected by Covid-19, and its economies, employment and even
human rights are already suffering seriously, and are expected to continue to do so. Governments and international
organisations, including the EU, are making efforts to mitigate the consequences, but the results remain uncertain.
This is an update of an 'At a glance' note from October 2020.

Lyhyesti EN

19-04-2024 Lähde : © Euroopan unioni, 2024 - EP 38

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EXPO_STU(2021)653636
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2021/653636/EXPO_STU(2021)653636_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_BRI(2021)690601
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2021/690601/EPRS_BRI(2021)690601_EN.pdf
https://youtu.be/-FNAwi7d0cY
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_ATA(2021)690577
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2021/690577/EPRS_ATA(2021)690577_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/fi/legal-notice


Vulnerability of unaccompanied and separated child migrants
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Tekijä RADJENOVIC Anja

Toimiala Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue
Hakusana EU:n siirtolaispolitiikka | Euroopan unionin ulkoraja | ihmisoikeudet | ilman huoltajaa oleva lapsi | kansainvälinen oikeus

| kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | lapsen oikeudet |
lastensuojelu | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | siirtolainen | siirtolaisuus | sosiaalinen elämä | turvapaikanhakija |
turvapaikkaoikeus | Unicef | Yhdistyneet Kansakunnat | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto The United Nations Children's Fund (Unicef) has estimated that the number of migrant children increased from 24
million during the 1990–2000 period to 33 million in 2019. In 2019 alone, some 33 200 children arrived in southern
European countries, of which some 9 000 (27 %) were unaccompanied or separated from family member(s) on the
journey. There are various reasons why a child may be unaccompanied or get separated, including persecution of the
child or the parents; international conflict and civil war; human trafficking and smuggling, including sale by parents;
accidental separation from the parents over the course of their journey; and searching for better economic
opportunities. Despite the existence of a comprehensive international legal framework on children's rights and their
protection, irregular migrant children, especially those who are unaccompanied or who have been separated from their
parents over their journey, face numerous obstacles and challenges during and after the migration process. Several
international and European organisations have identified a number of protection gaps in the treatment of such children,
including that they face greater risks of, inter alia, sexual exploitation and abuse, military recruitment, child labour
(including for foster families) and detention. In many countries, they are routinely denied entry or detained by border or
immigration officials. In other cases, they are admitted but are denied access to asylum procedures, or their asylum
claims are not handled in an age and gender-sensitive manner. The vulnerable situation of unaccompanied and
separated children worldwide, and the threats they face need to be addressed, particularly in view of the constant
increase in their number. European Union asylum law offers special protection to such children, and the European
Union has adopted numerous instruments and identified key actions for the protection of all children in migration,
including those who are unaccompanied and separated. This briefing is an update of a 2016 briefing by Joanna Apap.
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Inter-institutional relations in the treatment of petitions: the role of the Commission
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Marta BALLESTEROS, Senior Lawyer and Manager for Milieu Consulting SRL.
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Unionin oikeus: oikeusjärjestelmä ja säädökset
Hakusana aloite | EU:n elin | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin

virkamieskunta | ihmisoikeudet | jakoperuste | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | osallistava demokratia | parlamentti |
poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA | sananvapaus | unionin oikeuden rikkominen | vaalimenettely ja äänestäminen

Yhteenveto This study was commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the PETI Committee.  It presents an analysis of the EU right to petition, as a key element of
participatory democracy, and its procedure with a focus on the cooperation between the Committee on Petitions and
the Commission. It examines the procedures to deal with petitions and infringements of EU law, in particular EU
environmental law. It provides an overview of key features of national petition systems in relation to the EU system and
proposes recommendations for action by the EP and the Commission to improve the way petitions are handled.
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The impact of disinformation on democratic processes and human rights  in the world
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 22-04-2021
Ulkopuolinen laatija Carme COLOMINA, Héctor SÁNCHEZ MARGALEF, Richard YOUNGS

Toimiala Demokratia | Ihmisoikeudet
Hakusana demokratia | disinformaatio | epidemia | ihmisoikeudet | kansalaisyhteiskunta | koronavirustauti | KOULUTUS JA

VIESTINTÄ | mielipiteen vapaus | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen
kehys | POLITIIKKA | sananvapaus | sosiaaliset oikeudet | terveys | tieto- ja viestintätekniikan vaikutukset |
tietotekniikka ja tietojenkäsittely | viestintä | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | yksityisyyden suoja

Yhteenveto Around the world, disinformation is spreading and becoming a more complex phenomenon based on emerging
techniques of deception. Disinformation undermines human rights and many elements of good quality democracy; but
counter-disinformation measures can also have a prejudicial impact on human rights and democracy. COVID-19
compounds both these dynamics and has unleashed more intense waves of disinformation, allied to human rights and
democracy setbacks. Effective responses to disinformation are needed at multiple levels, including formal laws and
regulations, corporate measures and civil society action. While the EU has begun to tackle disinformation in its external
actions, it has scope to place greater stress on the human rights dimension of this challenge. In doing so, the EU can
draw upon best practice examples from around the world that tackle disinformation through a human rights lens. This
study proposes steps the EU can take to build counter-disinformation more seamlessly into its global human rights and
democracy policies.
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Toimiala Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue
Hakusana demokratia | ehdotus (EU) | EU:n ohjelma | EU:n rikosoikeudellinen yhteistyö | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN

UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | ihmisoikeudet | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeus | oikeuslaitoksen
riippumattomuus | oikeusorganisaatio | oikeussuojakeinot | oikeusvaltio | perusoikeudet | poliittinen kehys |
POLITIIKKA | yksityisoikeudellinen yhteistyö

Yhteenveto In May 2018, the European Commission adopted a proposal for a regulation establishing a new Justice programme as
part of the new 2021-2027 Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF). An early second-reading agreement was reached
with the Council in trilogue negotiations, which is now expected to be voted by Parliament during the April 2021
session.
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Hakusana ehdotus (EU) | EU:n kansalainen | EU:n ohjelma | EU:n rahasto | EU:n talous- ja raha-asiat | Euroopan rakentamistyö |

EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen oikeus | kansalaisyhteiskunta |
monivuotinen rahoituskehys | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | osallistava demokratia | perusoikeudet | poliittinen
elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA | yhdenvertainen kohtelu

Yhteenveto Given the extent of inequality and discrimination, challenges to fundamental rights and citizens' lack of awareness of
the rights they enjoy, the EU institutions have recognised the importance of funding to protect core EU values and
fundamental rights, support civil society organisations and sustain open, democratic and inclusive societies. In May
2018, the European Commission adopted a proposal for a regulation establishing a new Rights and Values
programme as part of the new 2021-2027 Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF). An early second-reading
agreement was reached with the Council in trilogue negotiations, which is now expected to be voted by Parliament
during the April 2021 session.
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Recast Eurodac Regulation
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Tekijä ORAV Anita
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tietojen keruu | tietojen vaihto | tietotekniikka ja tietojenkäsittely | turvapaikkaoikeus | vieraan valtion kansalainen |
YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto Eurodac is a biometric database in which Member States are required to enter the fingerprint data of asylum-seekers
in order to identify where they entered the European Union (EU). Established in 2000 and reviewed in 2013, its main
purpose is to facilitate the application of the Dublin Regulation. The 2013 revision broadened the scope to provide law
enforcement authorities with access to the Eurodac database. As part of the reform of the common European asylum
system in 2016, the European Commission proposed a recast Eurodac Regulation. The co-legislators reached a partial
agreement on the proposal in 2018. As part of the broader migration and asylum pact, the new Commission presented
an amended proposal on 23 September 2020. The Commission expects the co-legislators to promptly adopt the
proposal on the basis of the agreement already reached. Third edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are
updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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Toimiala Kansainvälinen kauppa
Hakusana ehdotus (EU) | EU:n sisäinen kauppa | EU:n vientikauppa | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus |

ihmisoikeudet | kaksikäyttötuote | kansainvälinen kauppa | kaupan rajoitukset | kauppa | KAUPPA | kauppapolitiikka |
kauttakuljetus | kuljetusjärjestelyt | LIIKENNE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | tariffipolitiikka | teknologia ja tekninen
sääntely | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | uusi teknologia | vientilisenssi | vientituotteiden valvonta

Yhteenveto Certain goods and technologies have legitimate civilian applications but can also be used for military purposes; known
as 'dual-use' goods, they are subject to the European Union's export control regime. The regime is now being revised,
mainly to take account of significant technological developments, increase transparency and create a more level
playing field among EU Member States. The proposal would place new limits on the export of cyber-surveillance items
and strengthen human rights considerations. The European Parliament is expected to vote on the agreed text resulting
from interinstitutional negotiations during the March II plenary session.
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Pushbacks at the EU's external borders
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Hakusana EU:n siirtolaispolitiikka | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | Euroopan

unionin ulkoraja | Frontex | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen oikeus | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET
SUHTEET | maasta poistaminen | muuttoliikkeen valvonta | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | paluumuutto |
perusoikeudet | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | POLITIIKKA | rajat ylittävä yhteistyö | rajavalvonta |
rikosoikeus | siirtolainen | siirtolaisuus | turvapaikanhakija | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto In recent years, the migration policy of the European Union (EU) has focused on strict border controls and the
externalisation of migration management through cooperation with third countries. Although states have the right to
decide whether to grant non-EU nationals access to their territory, they must do this in accordance with the law and
uphold individuals' fundamental rights. Not only do the practices and policies of stopping asylum-seekers and migrants
in need of protection at or before they reach the European Union's external borders ('pushbacks') erode EU values as
enshrined in the EU Treaties, they may also violate international and European humanitarian and human rights laws.
National human rights institutions, international bodies and civil society organisations regularly report cases of
pushbacks at the European Union's land and sea borders. According to those reports, pushbacks often involve
excessive use of force by EU Member States' authorities and EU agencies operating at external borders, and
degrading and inhuman treatment of migrants and their arbitrary detention. The European Parliament has repeatedly
called for Member States and EU agencies to comply with fundamental rights in their activities to protect the EU's
external borders. Several international organisations and other stakeholders have condemned or filed legal actions
against the practice of pushbacks carried out at the EU's external borders. In September 2020, the European
Commission presented a pact on migration and asylum, including a proposal on pre-entry screening of third-country
nationals at EU external borders, in a bid to address these potential breaches of fundamental rights.
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WTO rules: Compatibility with human and labour rights
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing
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Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana GATT | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen kauppa | kansainvälinen kauppa | Kansainvälinen työjärjestö |

KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | KAUPPA | kauppapolitiikka | Maailman kauppajärjestö | maailmanjärjestöt | oikeudet
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Yhteenveto Supply chains are increasingly international, but many of EU's trade partners fail to meet both the labour standards of
the International Labour Organization (ILO) and international human rights norms. EU trade policy is designed to
ensure that economic development complies with World Trade Organization (WTO) rules, while upholding human
rights and high labour standards. WTO rules require members to comply with a set of basic free trading principles, in
particular national treatment and most-favoured nation status. When a member wishes to take a trade-affecting
measure that departs from WTO rules, they can justify the action on the basis of general exceptions. Whereas there is
no specific provision in the WTO rules on human rights, according to case law and precedents, the general exception
can sometimes allow trade-restricting measures based on human rights concerns. Yet, the open nature of WTO-rules
means that members must devise trade-restrictive measures carefully, and that the dispute settlement process can
involve complex legal interpretation if litigation arises. The uncertainty surrounding the compatibility between WTO
rules and human and labour rights is attracting growing attention, generating calls for WTO reform. Another WTO
framework that has been the subject of a long-standing debate on whether its flexibility provisions are sufficient to
protect human rights and in particular the right to health is the Agreement on Trade-related Aspects of Intellectual
Property Rights (TRIPS). In the context of the coronavirus pandemic, the debate has refocused on the need to waive
some TRIPS provisions. This briefing provides an overview of complex issues relating to human rights and WTO rules.
It does not argue for a specific interpretation or position, and does not attempt to bring final clarification on aspects still
disputed among legal experts.
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CAN NATURE GET IT RIGHT? A Study on Rights of Nature in the European Context
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 01-03-2021
Ulkopuolinen laatija Jan DARPÖ

Toimiala Globaali hallinta | Ihmisoikeudet | Kansainvälinen julkisoikeus | Kansainvälinen yksityisoikeus ja oikeudellinen yhteistyö
yksityisoikeuden alalla | Kulttuuri | Maatalous ja maaseudun kehittäminen | Matkailu | Unionin oikeus: oikeusjärjestelmä
ja säädökset | Ympäristö

Hakusana ennakkoratkaisumenettely | EU:n ympäristöpolitiikka | Euroopan ihmisoikeussopimus | EUROOPAN UNIONI |
Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | Euroopan unionin tuomioistuin | ihmisoikeudet |
kansainvälinen politiikka | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | oikeudet ja vapaudet |
OIKEUS | oikeus | oikeussuojakeinot | päätöksentekomenettelyn avoimuus | tieto ja tiedonkäsittely | tietojen saatavuus
| YMPÄRISTÖ | ympäristönsuojelu | ympäristöoikeus | ympäristöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the JURI Committee, explores the concept of “Rights of Nature” (RoN) and its different aspects
in legal philosophy and international agreements, as well as in legislation and case-law on different levels. The study
delves on the ideas of rights of nature in comparison with rights to nature, legal personhood and standing in court for
natural entities, and analyses ECtHR and CJEU case-law on access to justice in environmental decision-making. It
emphasises, in particular, the need to strengthen the requirements for independent scientific evaluations in certain
permit regimes under EU law. The study also highlights the crucial importance of promoting the role of civil society as
watchdog over the implementation of EU environmental law by way of a wider access to justice via both the national
courts and the CJEU, which is also in line with the political priorities for delivering the European Green Deal.
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Strengthening cooperation with the Council of Europe
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 26-02-2021
Ulkopuolinen laatija Luis María LOPEZ GUERRA, Universidad Carlos III de Madrid.

Toimiala EU:n demokratia sekä institutionaalinen ja parlamentaarinen oikeus
Hakusana demokratia | EU:n tuomioistuimen lausunto | Euroopan ihmisoikeussopimus | Euroopan neuvosto | EUROOPAN

UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | eurooppalainen yhteistyö | eurooppalaiset järjestöt | ihmisoikeudet |
kansainvälinen politiikka | KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | oikeudet ja vapaudet |
OIKEUS | oikeusvaltio | poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA | sopimukseen liittyminen | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the AFCO Committee, assesses the possible strengthening of the cooperation of the European
Union with the Council of Europe. It examines, on the one side, the participation of Council of Europe bodies in the EU
Mechanism on Democracy, the Rule of Law and Fundamental Rights, and, on the other, the accession of the
European Union to Council of Europe Treaties, and particularly to the European Convention on Human Rights.
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Support for democracy through EU external policy: New tools for growing challenges
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Päivämäärä 26-02-2021
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Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana autoritaarinen hallintojärjestelmä | demokratia | diplomaattisuhteet | EU:n rajoittava toimenpide | EU:n tehtävä

kansainvälisissä asioissa | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen politiikka |
KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kehitysapu | liittymiskriteeri | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen kehys |
POLITIIKKA | unionin politiikka | vaalien oikeellisuuden valvonta | vaalimenettely ja äänestäminen | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto The crisis of democracy and the rise of authoritarianism across the globe, compounded by the coronavirus pandemic,
highlight the importance of taking a more strategic and autonomous approach to supporting democracy worldwide – an
objective often balanced against other external policy aims until now. Since the start of the current parliamentary term,
the EU has reviewed its political guidance on democracy and human rights. It has adopted or is about to adopt
important measures to strengthen support for democracy (including better monitoring and enforcement of relevant
provisions in trade arrangements). The adoption of the new multiannual financial framework (MFF) and of a new
development aid instrument bringing together all former external aid instruments provides new opportunities for better
implementing EU funding and better exploiting the EU's leverage as a major provider of development aid. Digital
challenges and the narrowing space for civil societies are among the priorities to be addressed. The challenge of
engaging more difficult partners, such as China and Russia, has inspired calls to broaden the scope of a values-based
agenda to other economic relations, such as investments. These new measures complement an already broad and
complex toolbox integrating various external policies. Using the enhanced powers in external affairs provided by the
Treaty of Lisbon, the EU has set up extensive political and diplomatic dialogues to enhance partnerships beyond the
more asymmetric, specific development assistance and trade leverage going back to the 1990s. While the EU has
responded to violations of democratic norms by reducing aid and withdrawing trade preferences, it has consistently
sought to build equal partnerships based on constructive and open dialogues, rather than use its economic and
commercial traction in a coercive manner. This is an update of a Briefing from February 2018.
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New strategy to reinforce application of the Charter of Fundamental Rights: Local and regional
perspective
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Tekijä RADJENOVIC Anja
Toimiala Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue

Hakusana asiakirjat | EU:n jäsenvaltio | EU:n strategia | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin
oikeus | Euroopan unionin perusoikeuskirja | ihmisoikeudet | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja
vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeusvaltio | perusoikeudet | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys |
POLITIIKKA | talousmaantiede | toimintakertomus | unionin oikeuden täytäntöönpano | yleisen tietoisuuden
herättäminen

Yhteenveto The Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union (EU) enshrines the civil, political, economic and social
rights and principles of everyone covered by its scope. Despite evidence of it having resulted in positive outcomes
since it became legally binding in 2009, European Commission reports and findings by the Fundamental Rights
Agency show that the Charter has not been used to its full potential at national level. Furthermore, according to a
Eurobarometer survey, there is lack of awareness of the Charter among EU citizens. The debate around how to
promote awareness of the Charter, and of citizens' rights more broadly, in the EU has been going on for a number of
years. In this context, a new strategy for effective application of the Charter has been adopted and will guide action for
the next 10 years, to raise awareness and promote its effective use. Furthermore, in 2020 the European Commission
launched a public consultation to collect input from a wide range of stakeholders on the subject, including actors at
local level. The basic idea was that as local and regional authorities represent the tiers of government closest to the
public, they are well placed to make the Charter known to citizens. This briefing provides guidance and tools to help
local and regional authorities inform citizens of their rights under the Charter. It also presents best practice from
selected EU Member States on promoting the principles underpinning the Charter at regional and local level.
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Commission proposal on the temporary derogation from the e-Privacy Directive for the purpose of fighting
online child sexual abuse. Targeted substitute impact assessment

Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus
Päivämäärä 05-02-2021

Ulkopuolinen laatija This study has been written by Professor Jeanne Pia Mifsud Bonnici and Melania Tudorica of the Security, Technology
and e-Privacy (STeP) Research Group at the University of Groningen and Ketan Modh and Halefom Hailu Abraha of
the Department of Information Policy and Governance at the University of Malta at the request of the Ex-ante Impact
Assessment Unit of the Directorate for Impact Assessment and European Added Value, within the Directorate-General
for Parliamentary Research Services (EPRS) of the Secretariat of the European Parliament.

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Vaikutusten ennakkoarviointi | Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue
Hakusana ehdotus (EU) | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | ihmisoikeudet | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | lapsen

oikeudet | lastensuojelu | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | rikosoikeus | seksuaalinen väkivalta | sosiaalinen elämä |
tiedonvälityksen suoja | tieto ja tiedonkäsittely | tietosuoja | tietotekniikka ja tietojenkäsittely | viestintä | virtuaaliyhteisö |
YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto On 10 September 2020, the European Commission presented a proposal, which aims at ensuring the continuation of
voluntary practices conducted by providers of ‘number-independent interpersonal communications services’ for the
detection, reporting and removal of child sexual abuse material online after the European Electronic Communications
Code has entered into force at the end of December 2020. This EPRS targeted substitute impact assessment finds
that while the EU has the competence to adopt the Proposed Regulation per Article 5 of the TEU, the impact of such
practices on human and fundamental rights has not been adequately addressed. It should provide a clear legal basis
for these practices, along with effective remedies for users. Some technologies covered by the Proposed Regulation
have a disproportionate impact, and thus require additional safeguards unavailable in the proposal in its current form.
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Päivämäärä 04-02-2021
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Toimiala Sukupuolinäkökohdat, tasa-arvo ja monimuotoisuus
Hakusana epidemia | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen politiikka | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | koronavirustauti | naispuolinen

työntekijä | naisten asema | naisten oikeudet | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | sosiaalinen elämä | sosiaalinen kehys |
sosiaalinen vaikutus | sukupuolten tasa-arvo | terveys | työ- ja yksityiselämän tasapaino | TYÖLLISYYS JA TYÖ |
työmarkkinat | työolot ja työn järjestäminen | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | YK:n konferenssi

Yhteenveto Last year marked the 25th anniversary of the fourth United Nations World Conference on Women in Beijing, regarded
as a turning point for the global agenda on gender equality. The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action (BPfA)
adopted at the conference is considered the international 'Bill of Rights' for women, defining women's rights as human
rights and setting goals across a range of issues affecting women and girls. Under the BPfA, the EU and its Member
States committed to achieving concrete targets in twelve critical areas. The 25-year review was disrupted by the
coronavirus pandemic, which is now also having substantive impacts on gender equality per se. The European
Commission and Council are expected to report on Europe’s progress on the BPfA and future challenges, during the
European Parliament’s plenary session in February 2021.
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Toimiala Sukupuolinäkökohdat, tasa-arvo ja monimuotoisuus | Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue
Hakusana direktiivi (EU) | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | ihmiskauppa | ihmisoikeudet | kansallinen

täytäntöönpanotoimenpide | naisten asema | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | prostituutio | rikollisuuden torjunta |
rikosoikeus | seksuaalinen väkivalta | sosiaalinen elämä | sukupuolisyrjintä | uhrien auttaminen |
YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto Directive 2011/36/EU on preventing and combating trafficking in human beings and protecting its victims is the main
EU legislative tool addressing this phenomenon. It had to be transposed into national law by 2013. However, certain
obstacles to full implementation remain almost ten years after its adoption. At the February plenary session, the
European Parliament is due to debate an own-initiative report assessing the directive's effectiveness.
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Toimiala Koronavirus | Koulutus | Kulttuuri | Työllisyys
Hakusana digitaalinen jakelu | epidemia | esittävät taiteet | henkilöstö- ja palkkahallinto | ihmisoikeudet | kaupanpitäminen |

KAUPPA | koronavirustauti | korvaus työstä | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | kulttuuri ja uskonto | kulttuuritoiminta |
oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | opetus | taidekasvatus | taiteilijan ammatti | tekijänoikeus | terveys | TUOTANTO,
TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | tutkimus ja immateriaalioikeus | TYÖLLISYYS JA TYÖ | työolot | työolot ja työn
järjestäminen | urakehitys | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto This background analysis on the situation of artists and cultural workers and the post-COVID-19 cultural recovery in
the European Union is prepared for the European Parliament. It provides an overview of key characteristics of artists'
and cultural workers’ status across Europe, their working conditions, precariousness and career paths. It outlines the
justification for specific policy solutions and provides a mapping of key challenges for a European framework for
working conditions in the cultural and creative sectors and industries.
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Toimiala EU:n demokratia sekä institutionaalinen ja parlamentaarinen oikeus | Ihmisoikeudet | Kansainvälinen kauppa |
Koronavirus | Sukupuolinäkökohdat, tasa-arvo ja monimuotoisuus | Turvallisuus ja puolustus | Työllisyys

Hakusana esityslista | etätyö | EU:n toimielinten väliset suhteet | Euroopan parlamentti | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN
UNIONI | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | eurooppalainen pidätysmääräys | ihmisoikeudet |
kansainvälinen kauppa | kansainvälinen kauppa | KAUPPA | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | parlamentin istuntokausi
| parlamentin työskentely | POLITIIKKA | sukupuolten tasa-arvo | työ- ja yksityiselämän tasapaino | työllisyys |
TYÖLLISYYS JA TYÖ | työolot ja työn järjestäminen | yhteinen ulko- ja turvallisuuspolitiikka

Yhteenveto The main debates of the January 2021 plenary session were on the inauguration of the new President of the United
States, and the presentation of the Portuguese EU Council Presidency. Members also debated the humanitarian
situation of refugees and migrants at the EU's external borders, as well as the EU global strategy on Covid 19
vaccinations, and the social and employment crisis caused by the pandemic and the EU's response. Lack of
transparency in Council appointments to the European Public Prosecutor's Office and the consequences of
earthquakes in Croatia were also discussed. Members discussed the Court of Auditors' annual report, and Vice-
President of the Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Josep Borell
made statements on the arrest of Aleksei Navalny, on enhancing EU external action in Latin America and the
Caribbean, and on the latest developments in the National Assembly of Venezuela.
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Yhteenveto In her first State of the Union speech, and in the section of the speech most applauded by the European Parliament,
European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen called for the use of qualified majority voting (QMV) in areas
such as sanctions and human rights. The crises and security challenges accumulating in and around the European
Union have added to the urgency of having a more effective and rapid decision-making process in areas pertaining to
the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) and Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP). The core
encumbrance against unanimous EU agreement on foreign policy is argued to be the absence of a common strategic
culture among EU Member States. The Lisbon Treaty's architects have equipped the EU Treaties with 'passerelle
clauses' – provisions usually aimed at modifying the decision-making of the Council of the EU. The passerelle clause
for CFSP is Article 31(3) of the Treaty on European Union, which empowers the European Council to, by unanimous
agreement, allow the Council of the EU to take decisions by QMV in some areas of the CFSP. Another option is an
emergency brake – cancelling a vote for vital reasons of national policy – while constructive abstention is an option
which allows a Member State to abstain from a unanimous vote without blocking it. Since 2016, the EU has witnessed
growing momentum to shape its identity as a security provider and peace promoter. From 2020 and until 2022, it is
undertaking a strategic reflection process taking the form of a 'strategic compass', whereby the threats, challenges and
objectives for the Union in security and defence will be better defined. It is in this context that the debate about QMV in
foreign and security policy has resurfaced and continues to be the subject of policy discussions. Nevertheless, recent
efforts to innovate in the EU’s methods for adopting sanctions in the field of human rights abuses (the European
Magnitsky Act) have been unsuccessful in their attempt to move from unanimity to qualified majority voting.
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Yhteenveto During the January 2021 plenary session, the European Parliament is due to debate the annual EU report on human
rights and democracy in the world. The latest annual report, adopted by the Council in June 2020, highlights the EU's
leading role in promoting human rights and democracy in 2019, against the backdrop of negative trends globally. The
report of Parliament's Committee on Foreign Affairs takes into account more recent developments, such as the impact
of coronavirus. It points out that the response to the pandemic has caused a decline in the respect of democratic and
human rights standards in some countries. Based on this report, Parliament is expected to formulate recommendations
for future EU action in favour of human rights and democracy.
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Yhteenveto Turkey is the EU's fifth largest trading partner, while the EU is Turkey's largest. The association agreement concluded
between the European Economic Community (EEC) and Turkey in 1963 was an interim step towards the country's
accession to the EEC, membership of which it had applied for in 1959. The EU-Turkey customs union came into force
in 1995, and Turkey obtained EU candidate status in 1999. In December 2004, the European Council decided that
Turkey qualified for EU accession, making it possible to open negotiations to this end. In 2008, the Council of the EU
adopted a revised accession partnership with Turkey. Since 2016, EU-Turkey relations have suffered due to a
deterioration of democratic principles, human rights and the rule of law in Turkey, in the wake of a failed military coup.
A European Commission recommendation of 21 December 2016 to launch talks with Turkey on modernising the EU-
Turkey customs union was halted by the General Affairs Council of 26 June 2018, which concluded that no further
work in this direction should be planned. In 2019 and 2020, Turkey's military operations in Syria, Libya and the eastern
Mediterranean, coupled with its maritime disputes with Greece and Cyprus, further eroded its relations with the EU.
Following some positive signs by Turkey, on 1 October 2020 the European Council once again gave a green light to
modernising the customs union, provided that constructive efforts to stop illegal activities vis-à-vis Greece and Cyprus
were sustained. The European Council also stressed that in case of renewed unilateral actions or provocations in
breach of international law, the EU would use 'all the instruments and the options at its disposal', including in
accordance with Article 29 of the Treaty on European Union and Article 215 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the
European Union, to defend its interests and those of its Member States. However, in the light of Turkey's recent
conduct and given that the EU-Turkey customs union has not been modernised, but not suspended either, the EU
could agree on some new sanctions, as called for in the European Parliament's 26 November 2020 resolution on
escalating tensions in Varosha.
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Yhteenveto Sanctions are a key part of the EU's human rights toolbox. The EU adopts restrictive measures – mostly in the form of
travel bans and asset freezes – against individuals and organisations responsible for some of the worst human rights
violations. Until now, the EU has mostly adopted sanctions targeted at individual countries. Responding to violations
from countries not already covered by EU sanctions means adopting a completely new framework for each country.
However, the EU is now shifting to a more thematic approach, under which sanctions focus on a particular type of
problem rather than a country. For example, the EU already has sanctions on chemical weapons and cyber-attacks
that can be flexibly applied to offenders from any country in the world, and it has now added thematic human rights
sanctions. The United States' 2016 Global Magnitsky Act, named after Sergey Magnitsky, a Russian whistleblower
who died in jail after exposing corruption by high-level officials, gives some idea of how future EU human rights
sanctions will work. Under the act, the US government has adopted sanctions against over 100 human rights violators
from a wide range of countries. The proposal for the EU's new sanctions regime was tabled by the Netherlands in
2018. The necessary legislation was adopted by the Council of the EU on 7 December 2020, in time for UN Human
Rights Day on 10 December 2020.
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Yhteenveto At a time when authoritarianism is rising, the Sakharov Prize draws attention to the situation of those who resist the
repression of human rights and fundamental freedoms. This year, the prize is to be awarded to the democratic
opposition in Belarus, represented by the Coordination Council. It rewards its courageous and peaceful role in
opposing the falsification of the August 2020 elections, despite a brutal crackdown by the authorities. The Sakharov
Prize will be presented in a ceremony during the European Parliament's December plenary session.
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Yhteenveto This document is part of a series of studies, which, in a comparative law perspective, seek to present the principles of
equality and non-discrimination in different States. This study examines sources of equality law and judicial
interpretation of the principles of equality and non-discrimination in Canada. Contemporary equality law was a
response to histories of both public and private discrimination in Canada. Statutory protections for equality and non-
discrimination emerged in the post World War II era and were expanded and consolidated in the 1960s and 1970s.
Constitutional reforms in the 1980s enshrined equality in the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Since then,
equality jurisprudence has expanded the interpretation of discrimination to include direct, indirect and systemic
discrimination. Courts have rejected formal equality to embrace expansive notions of substantive equality in
interpreting constitutional protections. Even with such strides over the last decades towards robust equality and non-
discrimination principles and protections, just and effective implementation of their promise remains a pressing
challenge for Canada.
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Yhteenveto The Monthly Highlights publication provides an overview, at a glance, of the on-going work of the policy departments,
including a selection of the latest and forthcoming publications, and a list of future events.
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Yhteenveto On 21-22 November, under Saudi Arabia's presidency, the G20 will hold its first regular summit in a virtual format.
Unavoidably the focus will be on the current crisis, more specifically on protecting lives and livelihoods and restoring
growth. Given the crucial role it played in tackling the 2008-2009 financial crisis, hopes are high regarding the G20's
potential role in proposing a financial and economic solution to deal with the ongoing downturn. Several major G20
members have invested massive amounts of money to keep their economies afloat, in line with the decision of the
extraordinary G20 summit held in the spring, but the depth of the current crisis requires additional action. Some critics
have argued that the G20 is not up to its perceived role. The lack of US leadership in particular has been seen as an
obstacle preventing the group from living up to its full potential. One of the crucial measures adopted by the G20 has
been to freeze the official debt payments of developing countries, with the measure recently being extended. Many
voices consider that this will not be enough to avoid state defaults however. Saudi Arabia, the first Arab country to hold
the presidency, has been eager to use the opportunity provided by its G20 presidency to showcase its ambitious
internal reform programme and its economic potential. The Saudis' leadership of the G20 in these times of turmoil has
not escaped criticism, first of all because of the perceived inconsistency between stated objectives at G20 level and
internal reality in the country, but also because of the role the country played in the oil price crash of 2020. Given the
dire human rights situation in Saudi Arabia and in its fighting in Yemen, calls for a boycott of the summit have been
multiplying. The European Parliament has suggested that the EU should downgrade its presence at the summit.
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Yhteenveto Thailand is a constitutional monarchy with a history of political instability, alternating between military rule and unstable
civilian governments. The latest in a long series of military coups was in 2014. In 2019, the junta handed over power to
a nominally civilian government led by former army chief Prayuth Chan-ocha. Protestors are now demanding his
resignation and constitutional reforms to end the military's control of Thai politics.
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Yhteenveto Building on both European Union (EU) law and chosen Member States’ legislation, this study, commissioned by the
European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs at the request of the JURI
Committee aims at understanding to what extent Member States are supporting the development and the
implementation of CSR strategies in the business community,  with particular focus on due diligence requirements. It
also attempts at providing some recommendations aimed at possibility developing a comprehensive and structured
approach to CSR for the whole of the EU.
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Yhteenveto This study, commissioned by the European Parliament's Policy Department for Citizens' Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the LIBE Committee, covers the challenges facing the civil society space. Watchdog NGOs
and other human rights defenders have been under pressure during the humanitarian and rule of law ‘crises’. Several
EU Member States have passed laws that fall short of international, regional and EU freedom of association standards.
Some governments have used the COVID-19 pandemic to further restrict the civic space. The study explores how the
EU could protect civil society from unjust state interference by strengthening freedom of association, assembly and
expression, as well as the right to defend human rights. The study elaborates on four policy options: introducing a
European association statute; establishing internal guidelines to respect and protect human rights defenders;
developing a civil society stability index; and creating a network of focal contact points for civil society at EU
institutions. It recommends strengthening the independence of critical civil society actors and increasing funding for
activities such as strategic litigation to uphold EU laws and values.
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Yhteenveto The growth of international supply chains has undoubtedly brought enormous benefits to developing countries, but at
the same time it has had certain negative impacts, relating for instance to violations of human and labour rights,
including forced labour and child labour, environmental damage, land grabbing, and corruption. Multinational
companies have gained unprecedented power, creating asymmetries in relation to weak regulation and enforcement in
developing countries. For several decades, multinational companies have been encouraged to take responsibility for
their supply chains on a voluntary basis. Whereas in some sectors, where violations have been most egregious,
particularly in the extractive industries or in timber extraction, mandatory frameworks have already been adopted at EU
level, for others it was hoped that the voluntary approach, guided by several international frameworks, would suffice.
The evidence available, however, from academic research, civil society organisations, implementation of the EU Non-
financial Reporting Directive, and studies commissioned by the EU institutions, has made it clear that the voluntary
approach is not enough. Against this background, many voices consider that the EU should adopt mandatory due
diligence legislation. Human rights and the environment stand out as two areas where such legislation would be both
most needed and most effective. Beyond its expected intrinsic positive impact, such legislation would have important
advantages, such as creating a level playing field among all companies operating on the EU market, bringing legal
clarity, and establishing effective enforcement and sanction mechanisms, while possibly improving access to remedy
for those affected, by establishing civil and legal liability for companies. The European Commission has undertaken
some preliminary steps, including publishing a study and conducting public consultations, towards a possible
legislative initiative on mandatory due diligence. Its 2021 work programme includes a proposal for a directive on
sustainable corporate governance that would also cover human rights and environmental due diligence.
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Yhteenveto This study analyses the potential European Added Value of a measure requiring companies to carry out due diligence
on social, environmental and governance risks in their own operations and supply chain. There is evidence of human
rights violations and environmental negative impacts related to business activities. This measure could increase firm
compliance to international principles of responsible business conduct, increase access to remedy for victims, improve
legal certainty and create a level playing field for businesses. This study reviews possible sources of costs and benefits
for companies and, based on original analysis, suggests that stronger environmental and social accountability
practices could contribute to improving EU firms' performance. From a qualitative analysis, it suggests a potential
significant impact in addressing risks of environmental damages and human rights violations in global value chains,
thus supporting EU commitment to human rights and environmental protection.
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Yhteenveto This in-depth analysis focuses on the human rights implications of EU external migration policy interventions: (1)
identifying human rights obligations owed to third-country nationals when engaging in cooperation with third countries
and non-EU actors; (2) assessing the means and level of compliance with these obligations when designing and
implementing the main policy instruments; and (3) determining the existence and adequacy of operational, reporting,
monitoring and accountability mechanisms available in each case to track and respond to potential violations.
Particular attention is paid to soft-law tools, on account of their enhanced potential to erode the enforceability of
obligations, to downgrade democratic accountability and generally undermine the rule of law. Paving the way for the
New Pact on Migration and Asylum, special emphasis is placed on cooperation under the Global Approach to
Migration and Mobility, the EU Agenda on Migration and the Migration Partnership Framework, including informal
arrangements concluded by Frontex or by the Member States themselves. Four case studies guide the analysis and
illustrate findings: (1) the EU-Turkey Statement; (2) the multi-modal cooperation with Libya; (3) the Joint Way Forward
with Afghanistan; and (4) collaboration with Niger under the EUCAP Sahel mission. The in-depth analysis reveals that
the full effect of the EU fundamental rights acquis in extra-territorial situations has not been duly accounted for and
proposes a system to ensure compliance with the relevant standards covering the pre-conclusion, design, adoption,
implementation, evaluation and review phases, highlighting the role of the European Parliament and civil society
organisations.
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Yhteenveto The severe coronavirus outbreak has forced governments across the world to resort to drastic measures in order to

slow down the spread of the virus and prevent a public health crisis. As elsewhere, these emergency measures taken
in Europe have affected all aspects of societal life and profoundly impacted people's personal freedoms and individual
rights, as enshrined in the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR). Although certain human rights can be
suspended in situations of emergency, human rights conventions, such as the ECHR, continue to apply even then. In
fact, many human rights instruments provide for such situations and contain dedicated 'emergency clauses' that give
governments additional flexibility to address crises. Indeed, within the ECHR framework, Article 15 is one such clause
that allows Council of Europe (CoE) member states to temporarily diverge from their ordinary convention obligations to
resolve an emergency, provided certain conditions are met. During the coronavirus pandemic, derogation clauses such
as Article 15 of the ECHR, have gained particular importance, as so far 10 CoE member states have notified their
intention to derogate from certain ECHR provisions in order to tackle the outbreak. This briefing explains the
functioning of Article of the 15 ECHR and its application to the current health emergency. Furthermore, it lists some
fundamental rights and freedoms that have been affected by the coronavirus emergency measures, while also
showcasing how Member States have sought to reconcile measures to protect public health with the fundamental
rights principles enshrined in the ordinary framework of the ECHR. The briefing also stresses that it is key to protect
the human rights of vulnerable persons, including during the implementation of recovery strategies.
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Yhteenveto In its foreign policy, the European Union (EU) is committed to 'promoting its values and interests', which include
democracy, freedom, human rights, the rule of law, pluralism, peace and security, and multilateralism. Worldwide,
however, the values and interests that the EU stands for are under mounting pressure, pressure that the pandemic has
further intensified. Growing strategic great power rivalry − witnessed in the 'extraterritorialisation' of US-China tensions,
growing pressure on human rights, and the (strategic) undermining of multilateralism − have left something of a moral
global leadership vacuum. The need to reinforce the protection, promotion and projection of the EU's values and
interests in the world has thus become much more pressing. At the same time, attacks on democracy worldwide during
the pandemic have sparked increased global public awareness about fundamental rights, equality and human dignity –
values at the heart of the European project. In this sense, the pandemic could be a turning-point when the EU seizes
the moment to protect, promote and project its values and visions for the common global good in the century ahead.
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Yhteenveto Impact investments are an emerging sustainable investment strategy and represent a small and medium enterprise-led
approach to development. Impact investments are executed only when a positive financial return can be achieved
alongside a measurable positive impact on an individual or societal level. Impact investors thus go beyond more
established sustainable investment strategies such as exclusion or integration by explicitly aiming at impact, investing
in business models that directly address social issues. Most impact investment funds invest in areas such as
healthcare, education or employment and thus improve the situation of the target group. At the same time, however,
there is no explicit human rights perspective integrated into the investment process yet. Given the rather small scale of
investments which is usually in the range of EUR 200 000 to EUR 5 million per transaction, unintended negative
consequences can occur, if only to a very limited extent. This in-depth analysis discusses the impact investing industry
in the context of sustainable finance and analyses central aspects of the concept such as financing instruments, the
impact measurement process or the impact logic of the investors. The analysis also discusses the limitations impact
investing faces such as commercial boundaries of business models, and illustrates modified concepts to mitigate these
challenges which are summarised as social finance.
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Yhteenveto The July 2020 plenary session was the fifth conducted with Members participating remotely, using the alternative
voting procedure put in place in March by Parliament's Bureau, although a majority were present in Brussels. During
this session a number of Council and European Commission statements were debated, with the presentation of the
programme of activities of the German Presidency a highlight. Members also debated the conclusions of the European
Council meeting of 19 June and preparation of the meeting of 17-18 July 2020. Members heard Council and
Commission statements on Union policy on preventing money laundering and terrorist financing, on the state of play of
Council negotiations on the proposed regulation on the protection of the Union's budget in case of generalised
deficiencies as regards the rule of law in the Member States, and on cultural recovery in Europe. Parliament also
debated a Commission statement commemorating the 25th anniversary of the Srebrenica genocide. Members debated
statements from the Vice-President of the Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy, Josep Borell, on stability and security in the Mediterranean and the negative role of Turkey, and on the
situation in Belarus. Parliament voted on a number of legislative proposals and resolutions including on the European
citizens' initiative, a resolution on the humanitarian situation in Venezuela, and a chemicals strategy for sustainability.

Lyhyesti EN

19-04-2024 Lähde : © Euroopan unioni, 2024 - EP 51

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_BRI(2020)652061
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652061/EPRS_BRI(2020)652061_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EXPO_IDA(2020)603490
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/603490/EXPO_IDA(2020)603490_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_ATA(2020)652010
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2020/652010/EPRS_ATA(2020)652010_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/fi/legal-notice


2019 report on human rights and democracy
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 06-07-2020
Tekijä ZAMFIR Ionel

Toimiala Demokratia | Ihmisoikeudet
Hakusana asiakirjat | demokratia | disinformaatio | ihmisoikeudet | ihmisoikeusliike | kertomus | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ |

oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA | sananvapaus
| viestintä

Yhteenveto Parliament's July plenary session is scheduled to feature a statement by Josep Borrell, High Representative of the
European Union, and a debate on the recently published 'EU Annual Report on Human Rights and Democracy in the
World 2019'. The report takes stock of all EU action in 2019 in support of democracy and human rights in the world.
Parliament will subsequently respond with its own report issuing recommendations for the future.
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Yhteenveto On 22 June 2020, the EU and China held their 22nd summit by videoconference. It was the occasion for the EU and
Chinese leadership to touch upon a wide range of dimensions of the both strategic and challenging bilateral
relationship. Topics included trade, climate change, international peace and security, Hong Kong and human rights as
well as the response to the coronavirus outbreak. Yet, no joint statement was adopted as further progress would
require ‘reciprocity and trust’. China is for the EU both a partner committed to multilateralism, on which it nevertheless
pursues in its own path, and a competitor, using assertively different economic and trade tools such as state subsidies
or foreign direct investments to gain market share.
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Yhteenveto The present analysis examines the environmental and human rights challenges in the Amazon region. It finds that the
Amazonian countries pursue development policies in the region based on the exploitation on an industrial scale of
natural and non-renewable resources that have caused and continue to cause deforestation, loss of biodiversity and
engender human rights violations in particular affecting indigenous peoples. The analysis acknowledges the measures
taken by the Amazonian countries to establish protected areas and support indigenous territories and their rights but
concludes that the laws need strengthening and effective enforcement. The analysis argues that the protection of the
Amazon biome is an essential part of the global efforts to reduce greenhouse gases and concurs with the view of some
scientists that there is an urgency to stop forest loss. The analysis further notes that the most effective guardians of the
Amazonian forest and its biodiversity are its indigenous peoples. The analysis concludes by arguing that the European
Union has an interest in contributing to the protection of the Amazon and its indigenous peoples. It recommends,
among other things, that the EU strengthen its direct support to Amazonian indigenous peoples and environmental
defenders and develop effective measures which target EU-based companies whose activities cause deforestation.
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Yhteenveto Much has changed since the creation of the Joint Africa-European Union (EU) Strategy in 2007. The developing world
has been changing fast. Development policy and practices are also transforming, albeit at a slower pace. The divide
between emerging economies and ‘fragile states’ is increasing. This is also the case in Africa. As not only Africa, but
also the EU-Africa relationship is changing and evolving into new dimensions, there is clearly a need to develop a new
European strategy, constructed on the basis of an emerging continent. Africa is home to the youngest population in the
world and some of the world’s most fragile states. However, it is also a continent with emerging markets and more
effective governments. This brief aims to clarify how well the new Strategy must manage to mainstream a European
approach to Africa that considers both the inter-continental dialogue and the diversity of development on this emerging
continent within the fields of governance, security and migration. As the COVID-19 has turned into a pandemic, the
brief also suggests that the new European strategy must reflect this development and the European Parliament should
closely monitor the situation as it discusses the Strategy.

Briefing EN

Foreign policy consequences of coronavirus
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 11-06-2020
Tekijä LAZAROU Eleni

Toimiala Koronavirus | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | Amerikka | demokratia | disinformaatio | epidemia | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI

| geopolitiikka | humanistiset tieteet | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen politiikka | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | Kiina |
koronavirustauti | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | MAANTIEDE | monenväliset suhteet | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS |
poliittinen kehys | poliittinen maantiede | POLITIIKKA | sukupuolten tasa-arvo | talousmaantiede | terveys | TIEDE |
tietotekniikka ja tietojenkäsittely | tietoturvallisuus | viestintä | Yhdysvallat | yhteinen ulko- ja turvallisuuspolitiikka |
YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto The Covid-19 crisis has had economic, social, political and geopolitical consequences that will inevitably affect key
aspects of EU foreign policy. These include relations with major powers, as well as several aspects of humanitarian
aid, development and peacekeeping, and the fight against disinformation and cyber-attacks. It has also accentuated
the debate about the future of multilateralism, a primary concern of EU foreign policy. Parliament is due to hear a
statement on the issue from the High Representative during the June plenary session.
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Yhteenveto The Sakharov Prize is awarded by the European Parliament each year for outstanding achievements in the service of

human rights. Defending human rights in countries where they are most under pressure does however come with
significant risks for defenders, who are often harassed, persecuted, and deprived of personal freedom. Since its
beginning, the Prize has been awarded to human rights defenders, some of whom were behind bars, serving long
prison sentences because of their fight, such as Nelson Mandela. This has not changed much today. Several
Sakharov laureates of recent years were in jail when they were awarded the Prize and are still not free today. Others
suffered new or additional prison terms because of their activity. The Sakharov Prize brings the cause and the fight of
its laureates to world attention. On the occasion of awarding the Prize, Parliament, through the voice of its President,
usually calls for jailed laureates to be released from prison. Parliament also uses all the means in its parliamentary
diplomacy toolbox to protect from state repression those that it honours through the Prize. The steady follow-up by
Parliament of the situation of Sakharov laureates and the urgency resolutions which mention those in difficulty regularly
help to keep their struggle in the spotlight. EU diplomacy complements Parliament's efforts through statements,
dialogues, and démarches, in line with the general EU policy on protecting human rights defenders. While such actions
add to international pressure to secure the release of human rights defenders, they do not always succeed in moving
repressive regimes. 2019 saw the liberation of Oleg Sentsov, the Ukrainian film-maker who received the Prize in 2018,
from a Russian jail, but other countries such as China, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Cuba, and Venezuela have been relentless
in their repression of Sakharov laureates, not giving in to EU calls for their liberation. The ongoing coronavirus
pandemic puts jailed laureates at particular risk, but none of those in prison has benefited from the conditional release
awarded on a large scale to common criminals, for example in Iran.
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Ulkopuolinen laatija Mr. Paul DALTON, Ms. Deniz DEVRIM, Mr. Roland BLOMEYER, Ms. Senni MUT-TRACY

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu | Sukupuolinäkökohdat, tasa-arvo ja monimuotoisuus | Talous- ja
raha-asiat

Hakusana asiakirjat | ihmisoikeudet | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kolmas maa | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | nainen |
naisliike | naisten asema | naisten oikeudet | naisten osallistuminen | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen elämä
ja yleinen turvallisuus | POLITIIKKA | sosiaalinen elämä | sukupuolisyrjintä | sukupuolten tasa-arvo | tutkimusraportti |
väestötiede ja väestö | yhdenvertaisuus lain edessä | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto This paper provides insight into the current situation and recent trends in the abolition or reform of discriminatory laws
undermining women's rights in countries outside the European Union (EU). The paper aims to provide a nuanced
understanding of processes through which legal reforms take place. Among the factors that have proven to facilitate
legal reform are the ratification of international human rights treaties, feminist activism, legal and public advocacy by
women’s rights and other human rights non-governmental organisations (NGOs), political dialogue, and increased
women's representation in decision-making processes. Incremental steps supported by the EU towards the abolition of
discriminatory laws across all legal categories, EU engagement with a broad range of stakeholders at both national
and local levels, programmes supporting the gathering of gender-disaggregated data across all sectors and the
publicising of data to draw attention to gender inequality in law and practice, among others, can all contribute towards
successful reform of discriminatory laws. Striking the right balance between funding programmes that mainstream
gender and funding dedicated to gender-targeted programmes, together with the increased use of country gender
profiles, are essential in order to achieve quality legal reforms.

Selvitys EN

Strengthening the Fundamental Rights Agency - The Revision of the Fundamental Rights Agency
Regulation

Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus
Päivämäärä 15-05-2020

Ulkopuolinen laatija Professor Olivier DE SCHUTTER
Toimiala EU:n demokratia sekä institutionaalinen ja parlamentaarinen oikeus | Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue

Hakusana EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin perusoikeusvirasto | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta |
ihmisoikeudet | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | perusoikeudet | toimielinten toiminta

Yhteenveto Since it was set up in 2007, the EU Agency for Fundamental Rights has demonstrated its ability produce high-quality
research, and to provide the EU institutions and the EU Member States implementing Union law with expert advice on
fundamental rights issues. The regulatory framework under which the Agency operates, however, is not fully
appropriate to discharge its mandate effectively. This in-depth study commissioned by the European Parliament's
Policy Department for Citizens' Rights and Constitutional Affairs at the request of the Committee on Civil Liberties,
Justice and Home Affairs identifies how it could be improved.

Tutkimus EN

Yhteenveto DE, EN, FR

Policy Departments' Monthly Highlights - May 2020
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 11-05-2020
Toimiala Aluekehitys | Energia | Ihmisoikeudet | Sisämarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Talous- ja raha-asiat | Talousarvio | Työllisyys |

Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue | Ympäristö
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | asiakirjat | demokratia | epidemia | EU:n talous- ja raha-asiat | EU:n talousarvio | Euroopan

parlamentti | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | ihmisoikeudet | Kiina |
koronavirustauti | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | luonnon monimuotoisuus | luonnonympäristö | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet
ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeusvaltio | perusoikeudet | poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA | talousmaantiede | terveys |
tiedon sisällön analyysi | vihreä talous | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | YMPÄRISTÖ | ympäristöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto The Monthly Highlights publication provides an overview, at a glance, of the on-going work of the policy departments,
including a selection of the latest and forthcoming publications, and a list of future events.
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Human Rights Due Diligence Legislation - Options for the EU
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 24-04-2020
Ulkopuolinen laatija Prof. Dr. Markus KRAJEWSKI, Beata FARACIK, Claire METHVEN O’BRIEN, Olga MARTIN-ORTEGA

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Kansainvälinen kauppa
Hakusana arvoketju | ihmisoikeudet | monikansallinen yhtiö | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeus | oikeussuojakeinot |

perusoikeudet | toimitusketju | tuotanto | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | yrityksen organisaatio | yrityksen
sosiaalinen vastuu | yritysmuoto | YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

Yhteenveto The European Parliament (EP) has repeatedly underlined the need for stronger European requirements for companies
to prevent human rights abuses and environmental harm and to provide access to remedies for victims. The debate —
both in the EU institutions and in several Member States — has intensified surrounding due diligence obligations for
companies throughout the supply chain. In this context, the EP Human Rights Subcommittee (DROI) requested two
briefings on specific human rights related issues it should consider while preparing its position. The first briefing in this
compilation addresses substantive elements, such as the type and scope of human rights violations to be covered, as
well as the type of companies that could be subject to a future EU regulation. The second briefing discusses options
for monitoring and enforcement of due diligence obligations, as well as different ways to ensure access to justice for
victims of human rights abuses. The briefings offer a concise overview and concrete recommendations, contributing to
the ongoing debate and taking into account the research undertaken on behalf of the European Commission.
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EU Human Rights Due Diligence Legislation: Monitoring, Enforcement and Access to Justice for Victims
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 24-04-2020
Ulkopuolinen laatija Claire METHVEN O’BRIEN, Olga MARTIN-ORTEGA

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Kansainvälinen kauppa
Hakusana arvoketju | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | ihmisoikeudet | monikansallinen yhtiö | oikeudet ja

vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeus | oikeussuojakeinot | perusoikeudet | toimitusketju | tuotanto | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA
JA TUTKIMUS | unionin oikeuden täytäntöönpano | yrityksen organisaatio | yrityksen sosiaalinen vastuu | yritysmuoto |
YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

Yhteenveto This briefing explores options for monitoring and enforcement of European Union (EU) human rights due diligence
legislation, and how such legislation should contribute to access to justice and remedy for victims of human rights
abuses linked to the operations of businesses inside or operating from Member States (MS). The briefing reviews
existing due diligence and disclosure schemes and considers the feasibility of specific options for monitoring,
enforcement and access to remedy within a future EU due diligence law. The briefing recommends that such
legislation should require effective monitoring via company-level obligations, national and EU-level measures, including
repositories of due diligence reports, lists of companies required to report, information request procedures, monitoring
bodies and delegated legislation or guidance further elaborating on due diligence under the law. Regarding
enforcement, the law should inter alia require MS to determine appropriate penalties for non-compliance and to
establish enforcement rights for interested parties. Finally, on remedy, the law should, besides requiring companies to
establish complaint mechanisms, provide for national and EU measures, including requirements that MS ensure
effective means of remedy and redress for victims and establish or identify bodies to investigate abuses, initiate
enforcement and support victims.
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Substantive Elements of Potential Legislation on Human Rights Due Diligence
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 24-04-2020
Ulkopuolinen laatija Prof. Dr. Markus KRAJEWSKI, Beata FARACIK

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Kansainvälinen kauppa
Hakusana arvoketju | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | ihmisoikeudet | monikansallinen yhtiö | oikeudet ja

vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeus | oikeussuojakeinot | perusoikeudet | toimitusketju | tuotanto | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA
JA TUTKIMUS | unionin oikeuden täytäntöönpano | yrityksen organisaatio | yrityksen sosiaalinen vastuu | yritysmuoto |
YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

Yhteenveto This briefing provides an overview of the existing legislative approaches to mandatory Human Rights Due Diligence
and proposals by non-state actors, concerning the scope of potential European Union (EU) legislation on binding
human rights due diligence (HRDD) obligations for companies. The briefing discusses key substantive elements of
potential EU HRDD legislation including options for human rights covered by the due diligence requirement; types of
violations; specific references regarding women and persons in vulnerable situations and the duties of companies to
respect and protect human rights. It is recommended that a potential EU HRDD legislation should comprise all human
rights and cover all types of violations. The legislation should refer to additional duties, which can be based on existing
human rights treaties and instruments such as CEDAW, CRC, CRPD and UNDRIP. The legislation should cover all
companies independently of their size and take a non-sector specific approach. Furthermore, the legislation should not
apply solely to the company’s own activities, but also to its business relations including the value chain. Finally, the
legislation should adopt a substantive due diligence model and require companies to engage actively in analysing,
mitigating and remedying any adverse impacts on human rights based on their own activities and connected to them in
their business relations.
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The Impact of Covid-19 Measures on Democracy, the Rule of Law and Fundamental Rights in the EU
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 23-04-2020
Tekijä MARZOCCHI Ottavio

Toimiala Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue
Hakusana demokratia | epidemia | EU:n jäsenvaltio | ihmisoikeudet | koronavirustauti | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet |

OIKEUS | oikeusvaltio | poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA | taloudellinen analyysi | talousmaantiede | TALOUSTIEDE |
terveys | vaikuttavuustutkimus | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto This Briefing was prepared by the Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs upon request of the
LIBE committee Monitoring Group on Democracy, Rule of Law and Fundamental Rights. It focuses on the measures
adopted by EU Member States to fight Covid-19 and their impact on democracy, the rule of law and fundamental rights
in the EU. The Policy Department has monitored such measures and examined their impact in relation to: state of
emergency and exceptional powers, the functioning of national parliaments and of the judiciary; freedom of movement;
freedom of expression and of the media; freedom of assembly; privacy and data protection; asylum; prisons;
discrimination and vulnerable groups; other issues of relevance for Art. 2 TEU. The monitoring exercise reveals a
series of areas of possible concern for the EU and the European Parliament. This exercise is notably useful in
preparation of the first annual inter-institutional monitoring exercise in the framework of the new European mechanism
on the Rule of Law.

Briefing EN

Biodiversity as a Human Right and its implications for the EU’s External Action
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 06-04-2020
Ulkopuolinen laatija Elisa MORGERA

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Ympäristö
Hakusana ihmisoikeudet | ilmastonmuutospolitiikka | luonnon monimuotoisuus | luonnonympäristö | oikeudet ja vapaudet |

OIKEUS | YMPÄRISTÖ | ympäristönsuojelu | ympäristöpolitiikka
Yhteenveto This study provides an in-depth and accessible analysis on biodiversity as a human right to inform the European

Parliament’s work on how the European Union’s external action can best contribute to a holistic and human rights-
based approach aimed at stopping biodiversity loss and degradation. After a brief overview of empirical data regarding
the impacts of biodiversity loss on human rights and the limitations of available sources, the study assesses the status
and content of existing international obligations on biodiversity and human rights. The study then assesses existing
initiatives’ (potential) legal and political impact at international and regional levels for the EU to address biodiversity
and human rights in a mutually supportive manner, within a variety of multilateral fora. Additionally, the study assesses
the EU’s (unilateral and bilateral) external action tools that have addressed or could address the human rights
dimensions of biodiversity in the context of development, trade and other areas of international cooperation. It provides
a series of recommendations on how the European Parliament and other EU institutions can support the development
of a holistic and human rights-based approach to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity in external
action, including as part of the fight against climate change.

Tutkimus EN

COVID-19's impact on human rights outside the EU
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 03-04-2020
Tekijä ZAMFIR Ionel

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu | Koronavirus
Hakusana epidemia | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | koronavirustauti | oikeudet ja

vapaudet | OIKEUS | sosiaalinen kehys | sosiaalinen vaikutus | terveys | ulkopolitiikka | YHTEISKUNNALLISET
KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto In their attempt to contain the COVID-19 pandemic, many countries around the world have imposed limitations on
freedom of movement and other related freedoms within their territories, thereby severely curtailing certain
fundamental rights. In the event of a public emergency, international human rights norms do allow for the imposition of
limitations under strict conditions. Moreover, so far no other approach has been as effective in slowing down the
outbreak, while also upholding the right of the most vulnerable to health and life. However, some governments may be
abusing the situation to suppress human rights and wield undue power.

Lyhyesti EN

Continuing political crisis in Venezuela
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 03-03-2020
Tekijä GOMEZ RAMIREZ Enrique

Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Amerikka | demokratia | ihmisoikeudet | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen

turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | poliittinen kriisi | poliittinen maantiede | POLITIIKKA | presidentin vaali |
talousmaantiede | vaalimenettely ja äänestäminen | Venezuela

Yhteenveto One year after Juan Guaidó's self-proclamation as interim President of Venezuela, the political crisis affecting the
country is far from over, as shown by the government's latest failed attempt to neutralise the opposition forces in the
National Assembly. The legislative election announced by Nicolas Maduro for 2020 will not improve the country's
political situation unless it is accompanied by a free and fair presidential election.
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Family reunification rights of refugees and beneficiaries of subsidiary protection
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 14-02-2020
Tekijä RADJENOVIC Anja

Toimiala Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue
Hakusana ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen oikeus | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | oikeudet ja

vapaudet | OIKEUS | pakolainen | pakolaisapu | perheperusteinen maahanmuutto | siirtolaisuus | ulkomaalaisten
oikeudet | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto Separation of family members can have devastating consequences on their well-being and ability to rebuild their lives.
This is true for everybody, but especially so for persons who have fled persecution or serious harm and have lost
family during forced displacement and flight. In the case of beneficiaries of international protection, family separation
can affect their ability to engage in many aspects of the integration process, from education and employment to putting
down roots, as well as harming their physical and emotional health. That is why family reunification is a fundamental
aspect of bringing normality to the lives of such people. While EU law ensures refugees and holders of subsidiary
protection – the two types of beneficiaries of international protection – equal treatment in most areas, differences
remain, among others, as regards family reunification in accordance with the Family Reunification Directive. Unlike
refugees, beneficiaries of subsidiary protection do not enjoy the favourable conditions associated with the right to
family reunification. After 2015, most EU Member States witnessed a significant increase in the number of asylum-
seekers arriving in their territory, paralleled by an increase in the number of beneficiaries of international protection
seeking reunification with their families. To establish some form of control over this unprecedented flow of people,
Member States shifted away from awarding refugee status towards granting subsidiary protection, thus restricting the
possibility of beneficiaries to reunite with their families. According to many legal experts, the fact that beneficiaries of
subsidiary protection face stricter requirements regarding family reunification than do refugees disregards the particular
circumstances related to their forced displacement and the corresponding difficulties they are likely to face in meeting
these stricter requirements.
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Azerbaijan ahead of the parliamentary elections
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 06-02-2020
Tekijä BENTZEN Naja

Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana autoritaarinen hallintojärjestelmä | Azerbaidžan | Eurooppa | ihmisoikeudet | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet |

OIKEUS | parlamenttivaalit | poliittinen kehys | poliittinen maantiede | POLITIIKKA | vaalien oikeellisuuden valvonta |
vaalimenettely ja äänestäminen

Yhteenveto Azerbaijan is an authoritarian country in the southern Caucasus. Part of the Eastern Partnership, Azerbaijan has
attempted to keep a pragmatic balance between the European Union (EU) and Russia. Rich in oil and natural gas,
Baku's poor human rights record and consistent failure to hold free and fair elections have continued to hamper its ties
with the EU. The 9 February 2020 snap elections in the wake of abrupt top-down reforms in late 2019 are not expected
to substantially change the country's leadership or its overall (geo-)political orientation.

Lyhyesti EN

Trade and investment agreements with Vietnam
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 05-02-2020
Tekijä RUSSELL Martin

Toimiala Kansainvälinen kauppa
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | EU:n investointi | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | FINANSSIASIAT | ihmisoikeudet

| kauppasopimus (EU) | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | rahoitus ja investointi | talousmaantiede |
Vietnam

Yhteenveto In 2019, Vietnam became the second south-east Asian country after Singapore to sign trade and investment
agreements with the EU. The agreements are expected to bring major economic benefits to both sides, but opinions
are divided on whether the Parliament should consent to them, due to human rights issues in Vietnam.

Lyhyesti DE, EN, ES, FR, IT, PL

Taking stock of EU human rights and democracy action: Annual report for 2018
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 09-01-2020
Tekijä ZAMFIR Ionel

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet
Hakusana asiakirjat | demokratia | ihmisoikeudet | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen kehys

| POLITIIKKA | toimintakertomus
Yhteenveto The annual report on human rights and democracy in the world is a comprehensive exercise that takes stock of all

European Union (EU) actions in the human rights and democracy field. The report provides the European Parliament
with an opportunity to recommend future EU action, considering current challenges, in its yearly resolution adopted in
response to the EU report. The report for 2018 underlines that the EU should continue to play a leading role in tackling
global democracy and human rights challenges, a view shared by the Parliament.
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Commitments made at the hearing of Josep BORRELL FONTELLES, High Representative of the Union
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy / Vice-President-designate of the European Commission

Julkaisutyyppi Briefing
Päivämäärä 22-11-2019

Tekijä LEGRAND Jérôme | LERCH Marika | TVEVAD Jesper
Toimiala EP:n ja neuvoston hyväksymä lainsäädäntö | Ihmisoikeudet | Turvallisuus ja puolustus | Ulkosuhteet

Hakusana asekauppa | disinformaatio | EU:n siirtolaispolitiikka | Euroopan naapuruuspolitiikka | Euroopan rakentamistyö |
EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin laajentuminen | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta |
ihmisoikeudet | ilmastonmuutos | informaatiosodankäynti | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET |
KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | parlamentti | POLITIIKKA | puolustus | siirtolaisuus |
suullinen kysymys | unionin ulkoasioiden ja turvallisuuspolitiikan korkea edustaja | viestintä | ydinaseiden leviämisen
estäminen | yhteinen ulko- ja turvallisuuspolitiikka | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | YMPÄRISTÖ | ympäristön
laadun huononeminen

Yhteenveto The High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy / Vice-President designate of the
European Commission, Josep Borrell, appeared before the European Parliament on 7 October 2019 to answer MEPs’
questions. During the hearing, he made a number of commitments which are highlighted in this document.
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Kazakhstan: Transition, but not much change
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 18-10-2019
Tekijä RUSSELL Martin

Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | demokratia | ihmisoikeudet | Kazakstan | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen

kehys | poliittinen maantiede | POLITIIKKA | presidentin vaali | vaalimenettely ja äänestäminen | äänioikeus
Yhteenveto Nursultan Nazarbayev, president of Kazakhstan for nearly 30 years, announced his intention to step down in March

2019. With Nazarbayev's backing, former senate speaker Kassym-Jomart Tokayev was elected to replace him in June.
Although Nazarbayev is no longer president, he retains considerable power, and in the short term at least his
successor is not expected to undertake major reforms.
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Yhteenveto This briefing is one in a set looking at the Commissioners-designate and their portfolios as put forward by Commission
President-elect Ursula von der Leyen. Each candidate faces a three-hour public hearing, organised by one or more
parliamentary committees. After that process, those committees will judge the candidates' suitability for the role based
on 'their general competence, European commitment and personal independence', as well as their 'knowledge of their
prospective portfolio and their communication skills'. At the end of the hearings process, Parliament votes on the
proposed Commission as a bloc, and under the Treaties may only reject the entire College of Commissioners, rather
than individual candidates. The Briefing provides an overview of key issues in the portfolio areas, as well as
Parliament's activity in the last term in that field. It also includes a brief introduction to the candidate.
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Yhteenveto Violence against women is a violation of human rights and a form of gender-based discrimination. Rooted in
inequalities between men and women, it takes many forms. Estimates about the scale of the problem are alarming.
Such violence has a major impact on victims and imposes a significant cost burden on society. The instruments put in
place by the United Nations and Council of Europe, including the latter’s 'Istanbul Convention', to which the EU plans
to accede, are benchmarks in efforts to combat violence against women. The EU is tackling the problem in various
ways, but has no binding instrument designed specifically to protect women from violence. Although there are
similarities between national policies to combat violence against women, the Member States have adopted different
approaches to the problem. Parliament's efforts have focused on strengthening EU policy in the area. Parliament has
repeatedly called for a European Union strategy to counter violence against women, including a legally binding
instrument. Stakeholders have expressed a range of concerns, such as the impact of the current economic climate on
the prevalence of violence and funding for prevention and support for victims, and have highlighted the need for a
comprehensive EU political framework on eliminating violence against women. They have also launched new initiatives
of their own. This is a further update of an earlier briefing by Anna Dimitrova-Stull, of February 2014. The most recent
previous edition was from November 2017.
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Yhteenveto This study focuses on the issue of trafficking in human beings in the specific context of hotspots. It analyses the
processes in place to facilitate the detection of victims when they arrive by sea on Greek and Italian shores, as well as
the protection they are granted.
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Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 08-07-2019
Tekijä ZAMFIR Ionel

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Kansainvälinen kauppa
Hakusana Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen kauppa | KANSAINVÄLISET

SUHTEET | KAUPPA | kauppapolitiikka | kauppasopimus (EU) | kolmas maa | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS |
vapaakauppasopimus | yhteinen kauppapolitiikka | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto The practice of linking human rights with trade liberalisation has gained ground among many trade partners. Not only
the EU, but also other important trade powers, such as the US and Canada, embed human and labour-rights
provisions in their new trade agreements. For the EU, this ensues inevitably from the normative vision underlying all of
its external policies, as enshrined in the Treaties. Accordingly, the EU has committed to respecting and promoting
human rights and democracy through its external action. The main mechanism for incorporating human rights into the
EU's bilateral agreements consists of an 'essential elements' human rights clause that enables one party to take
appropriate measures in case of serious breaches by the other party. The clause, which also covers democratic
principles and often the rule of law, is more than just a legal mechanism enabling the unilateral suspension of trade
commitments in times of crisis. It enshrines the parties' commitments to human rights and thus puts EU relations with
third countries on a solid regulatory base, opening the path to dialogue and cooperation on human rights issues. So
far, the EU has clearly preferred a constructive engagement to more restrictive measures, and has not activated the
clause to suspend trade preferences under any of its trade agreements. Civil society and the European Parliament
have, on the other hand, encouraged the European Commission to use the clause in a more robust way in order to
respond to serious breaches of human rights and democratic principles. This briefing focuses exclusively on the EU's
bilateral and regional free trade agreements. EU unilateral human and labour rights provisions in trade arrangements
are addressed in a separate briefing. A forthcoming EPRS paper will provide more information about labour rights
(many of which also form part of the human rights enshrined in international conventions) in EU bilateral agreements.

Briefing EN

Multimedia Human rights in EU trade agreements

19-04-2024 Lähde : © Euroopan unioni, 2024 - EP 59

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_BRI(2018)630296
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2018/630296/EPRS_BRI(2018)630296_DE.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2018/630296/EPRS_BRI(2018)630296_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2018/630296/EPRS_BRI(2018)630296_FR.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_STU(2019)631757
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/631757/EPRS_STU(2019)631757_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_BRI(2019)637975
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/637975/EPRS_BRI(2019)637975_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/rss/podcast/eprs-policy-podcast/mp3/2019/human-rights-trade-agreements.mp3
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/fi/legal-notice


EU policies – Delivering for citizens: Human Rights
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 28-06-2019
Tekijä PRPIC Martina | SHREEVES Rosamund | ZAMFIR Ionel

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Sukupuolinäkökohdat, tasa-arvo ja monimuotoisuus
Hakusana Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin perusoikeuskirja | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja

unionin virkamieskunta | Euroopan unionin tuomioistuin | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen kauppa | kansainvälinen
kauppa | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | KAUPPA | kestävä kehitys | naisten oikeudet |
oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeusvaltio | poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA | rauhanturvaaminen | sukupuolten tasa-
arvo | talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE

Yhteenveto In the 70 years since the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights – the first international document to
set common standards of achievement for all states – the pivotal role and moral, legal and political significance of
human rights in the international arena have become indisputable. However, despite considerable progress in many
areas on recognition, codification and implementation, human rights have also come under increased attack. Whether
in theatres of war or in the political arena, human rights are now often rejected on ideological grounds. The EU itself
has not been spared by the current backlash. In its Member States, a populist wave has empowered some political
forces that increasingly question the significance of core human rights, such as the right to freedom of expression. In
these troubled times for human rights, opinion polls show that European citizens perceive human rights as one of the
most important values for them personally and one of the values that best represent the EU itself. Having emerged
from World War II and its atrocities, European countries were determined to secure lasting peace, and the Union they
created is founded on respect for democracy, the rule of law and human rights, which guide and shape its legislation
and policies. Within the EU, recent action has included new legislation on data protection and access to justice, the
European Pillar of Social Rights, and initiatives to combat inequality, discrimination and hate speech. There is also an
acknowledgement that more needs to be done to complete the legal framework to combat discrimination and
strengthen internal mechanisms for upholding the rule of law. Human rights are additionally a general objective of EU
external action. The EU is deeply committed to promoting human rights, as enshrined in international treaties, in its
relations with third countries and with other multilateral regional and global institutions. During Parliament's last
mandate, the EU consistently applied and deepened a range of policy approaches that strengthen its role and image
as a normative power that inspires others through its example. Maintaining and consolidating this policy remains vital
for preserving the EU's image and credibility as a normative power based on values, and one that has the capacity to
act at a time when the principle of multilateralism is increasingly questioned. This is an update of an earlier briefing
issued in advance of the 2019 European elections.

Briefing DE, EN, FR

Multimedia EU policies – Delivering for citizens: Human Rights

The rights of LGBTI people in the European Union
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 16-05-2019
Tekijä SHREEVES Rosamund

Toimiala Sukupuolinäkökohdat, tasa-arvo ja monimuotoisuus | Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue
Hakusana avioliitto | EU:n jäsenvaltio | EU:n ohjelma | EU:n tuki | Euroopan ihmisoikeussopimus | Euroopan rakentamistyö |

EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen politiikka | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | lapseksiottaminen |
MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | perhe | perhetilanne | seksuaalinen vapaus | seksuaaliseen
suuntautuneisuuteen perustuva syrjintä | sukupuoli-identiteetti | talousmaantiede | talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE |
YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto The prohibition of discrimination, and the protection of human rights are important elements of the EU legal order.
Nevertheless, discrimination against lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) persons persists
throughout the EU, taking various forms including verbal abuse and physical violence. Sexual orientation is now
recognised in EU law as grounds of discrimination. However, the scope of the provisions dealing with this issue is
limited and does not cover social protection, healthcare, education and access to goods and services, leaving LGBTI
people particularly vulnerable in these areas. Moreover, EU competence does not extend to recognition of marital or
family status. In this area, national regulations vary, with some Member States offering same-sex couples the right to
marry, others allowing alternative forms of registration, and yet others not providing any legal status for same-sex
couples. Same-sex couples may or may not have the right to adopt children and to access assisted reproduction.
These divergent legal statuses have implications, for instance, for partners from two Member States with different
standards who want to formalise/legalise their relationship, or for same-sex couples and their families wishing to move
to another Member State. Combating discrimination has become part of EU internal and external policies, and the
subject of numerous resolutions of the European Parliament. However, action in this area remains problematic when it
touches on issues pertaining to areas traditionally reserved to Member States, such as marital status and family law.
This is a further updated version of a Briefing originally drafted by Piotr Bakowski. The previous edition was published
in June 2018.
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Yhteenveto Three out of five African countries have laws criminalising homosexuality and the public expression of sexual or gender
behaviour that does not conform with heterosexual norms. These same laws even sometimes punish LGBTI (lesbian,
gay, trans, intersex) rights advocacy. Some African countries have partly decriminalised LGBTI persons or given them
better protection. However, across the continent – with the notable exception of South Africa – such persons are still
far from fully enjoying the same rights as other citizens. Furthermore, recent years have seen the emergence of a
worrying trend: the adoption of tougher legislation coupled with clampdowns on homosexuals. An argument frequently
used in support of discriminatory legislative and other measures targeting LGBTI persons is that non-conforming
sexual orientations and gender identities were brought to Africa by Western colonisers and are contrary to the 'African
values'. This claim has long been proven false by academic research, but tolerance for LGBTI is still very low in most
African countries, and LGBTI people are all too often exposed to discrimination and violence. Against this backdrop,
the EU institutions and Member States have a difficult task: on the one hand, they are committed under the Treaties to
promote the EU core values in their external relations, and to monitor and tackle abuses in their partner countries. On
the other hand, their actions and declarations in this area risk reinforcing the perception that the EU is trying to impose
non-African values on Africa, all the more so since the notion of sexual orientation and gender identity as grounds for
discrimination is contested by African countries in the multilateral arena.
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Yhteenveto In the years between 2014 and 2019, the EU has faced serious challenges related to the protection of fundamental

rights within its territory, notably in connection to the Rule of Law (RoL) and democracy in some EU Member States.
The Commission and the European Parliament (EP), led by the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs
(LIBE), have addressed these challenges by activating - for the first time since its introduction in the Treaties - the
procedure foreseen in art. 7.1 TEU, respectively against Poland and against Hungary. The EP has also consolidated
its former requests under the proposal for an EU mechanism on Democracy, the Rule of Law and Fundamental rights
(EU DRF Pact). Important legislative dossiers on procedural rights were approved (presumption of innocence,
safeguards for children in criminal proceedings, legal aid). While the EP continued to report annually on the situation of
fundamental rights in the EU and on traditional issues of interest (among which minorities, Roma, anti-Semitism, right-
wing extremism, prisons, media freedom, as well as follow up activities on mass surveillance and CIA), it has also
addressed new issues, such as protection of whistle-blowers (a Commission proposal was issued following insistence
of the EP), islamophobia, afrophobia and fundamental rights of intersex persons. The EP has also adopted resolutions
on the situation in specific Member States, such as Malta, Slovakia, Romania, expressing Rule of Law concerns.
Among the challenges that remain open for the next term are the art. 7 TEU procedures against Hungary and Poland,
the strengthening of the protection of art. 2 TEU values including through the promotion of the EU DRF Pact, the EU
accession to the ECHR, the enhancement of the EU and EP monitoring mechanisms, the adoption of pending files,
including the Rule of Law conditionality for EU funds, the Rights and Values and Justice programmes, the equal
treatment directive, the reform of the transparency regulation and, in the longer term; the reform of the Treaties.
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Yhteenveto Cambodia is one of nearly 50 developing countries that enjoy duty-free access to EU markets under the Everything but
Arms scheme. In response to the country's deteriorating human rights situation, the EU is now considering whether to
withdraw trade preferences.
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Yhteenveto The Monthly Highlights publication provides an overview, at a glance, of the on-going work of the policy departments,
including a selection of the latest and forthcoming publications, and a list of future events.
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Yhteenveto Three months since Juan Guaido declared himself interim president of Venezuela and won official recognition from
over 50 countries, his standoff with Nicolás Maduro continues, as the Chavista regime steps up its pressure on the
opposition. The outcome is uncertain, but some progress has been made on the humanitarian front.
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Yhteenveto From 11 April to 18 May 2019, 900 million Indians are invited to take part in the world's biggest democratic event: the
election of the 543 members of the Lok Sabha (lower chamber). Voting will be held across the country in seven phases
and the result will be declared on 23 May. In 2014 the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) obtained the
absolute majority in India's Lok Sabha, and Narendra Modi became prime minister. Enjoying a strong and undisputed
mandate, Modi has generated expectations of unleashing the country's economic potential and has adopted many
flagship initiatives in a bid to change the country. In the last five years, India has overtaken China as the fastest
growing economy, becoming the world's sixth biggest economy and a space power. Doing business in the country has
become easier. Poverty has been reduced. The government succeeded in introducing major fiscal unification reform
and a new law on bankruptcy. It failed, however to create the necessary stock of jobs for young people or to promote
long-awaited labour reforms. The situation for farmers has worsened, and an overnight demonetisation hindered
progress among small businesses and rural communities, while failing to bring real advances in the fight against
corruption. State banks hold large stocks of bad loans and the government has increased pressure on the central bank
and on its independence. Hindu nationalism and religious intolerance, pressure on freedom of expression, possible
state intrusion into privacy, citizenship issues and other topics have been matters for concern in the area of human
rights, although the country remains a robust democracy governed by the rule of law. Modi has increased the country's
presence in the global arena, although the framework of India's relations with the major powers has not changed.
Following two summits in 2016 and 2017, the EU and India have embarked on a road towards cooperation on non-
trade issues. Trade has meanwhile stagnated and little progress has been made in negotiations on a trade and
investment agreement.
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An EU human rights sanctions regime?
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 02-04-2019
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Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet
Hakusana EU:n rajoittava toimenpide | EU:n tehtävä kansainvälisissä asioissa | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI |

ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen pakote | kansainvälinen politiikka | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | oikeudet ja
vapaudet | OIKEUS

Yhteenveto The EU already has multiple sanctions in place targeting individuals responsible for gross human rights abuses in
specific countries. There are growing calls for a more global approach targeting violations from all over the world,
following the example of the US 2016 Global Magnitsky Act. In December 2018, the Dutch government floated the
idea, but it is not yet clear whether it has a good chance of being adopted at EU level.
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EU-Armenia people-to-people contacts
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 29-03-2019
Tekijä PERCHOC Philippe

Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Armenia | ETYJ | EU:n tuki | EU:n viisumipolitiikka | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Eurooppa |

ihmisoikeudet | itäinen kumppanuus | kansainvälinen oikeus | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET
JÄRJESTÖT | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kansalaisyhteiskunta | kokoontumisvapaus | KOULUTUS JA
VIESTINTÄ | maailmanjärjestöt | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | opetusjärjestelmä | opiskelijoiden
liikkuvuus | perusoikeudet | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen maantiede | POLITIIKKA | riitojen
ratkaiseminen | talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE | TTK-puiteohjelma | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS |
tutkimus ja immateriaalioikeus

Yhteenveto EU-Armenia relations have recently been strengthened through the two parties' comprehensive and enhanced
partnership agreement (CEPA), applied provisionally since June 2018. This instrument, along with additional
frameworks – an association agreement, the European Neighbourhood Policy and the Eastern Partnership – promotes
enhanced people-to-people contacts between the EU and Armenia.
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Taiwan's political survival in a challenging geopolitical context
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Päivämäärä 26-03-2019
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Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | Amerikka | autoritaarinen hallintojärjestelmä | demokratia | EU:n tehtävä kansainvälisissä asioissa |

Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Hongkong | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen politiikka |
KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kansallinen yhdistyminen | Kiina | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS |
oikeusvaltio | perusoikeudet | poliittinen kehys | poliittinen maantiede | POLITIIKKA | Taiwan | talousmaantiede |
Yhdysvallat | yhteinen ulko- ja turvallisuuspolitiikka

Yhteenveto Since the landmark victory of Tsai Ing-wen from Taiwan's pro-independence Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) in
the 2016 presidential elections, mainland China has intensified the island's international isolation and intimidation
through political pressure, economic coercion and military drills. In a January 2019 speech commemorating the 40th
anniversary of the 1979 'Message to Compatriots in Taiwan', China's President, Xi Jinping, alluded to the inevitability of
unification based on a 'one country, two systems' formula, which is widely rejected in Taiwan. Taiwan's successful
transition from an authoritarian anti-communist bulwark led by the Nationalist Party or Kuomintang (KMT), to a liberal
multi-party democracy that embraces individual political freedoms, the rule of law and universal human rights, is a
challenge for the authoritarian one-party system of the People's Republic of China (PRC), as it belies mainland China's
rhetoric that a liberal multi-party democracy is unsuitable for Chinese people. Taiwan's political survival within the
fragile status quo of cross-strait relations ultimately depends on the United States' continued national interest in
ensuring that Taiwan's defence capabilities and the US's military supremacy over the PRC act as a deterrent against a
potential invasion of Taiwan by mainland China's military forces. Against the backdrop of the PRC's increasingly
aggressive Taiwan policy and growing US-China strategic competition on multiple fronts, the US has expanded its
long-standing commitments in support of Taiwan's defence and democracy, and considers the island as a partner in
promoting the goals and values of the US's free and open Indo-Pacific strategy. The EU maintains a 'One China'
policy, which recognises the PRC government as the sole legal government of China. However, since the EU and
Taiwan are like-minded in many regards and the EU respects Taiwan's governance system, it is interested in closer
cooperation with Taiwan on non-political issues, even in the absence of diplomatic recognition.
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EU-Belarus people-to-people contacts
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Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana autoritaarinen hallintojärjestelmä | EU:n rajoittava toimenpide | EU:n viisumipolitiikka | Euroopan rakentamistyö |

EUROOPAN UNIONI | Eurooppa | ihmisoikeudet | itäinen kumppanuus | kansainvälinen oikeus | KANSAINVÄLISET
JÄRJESTÖT | kansalaisyhteiskunta | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | MAANTIEDE | muut kuin hallitusten väliset järjestöt
| oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | opetusjärjestelmä | opiskelijoiden liikkuvuus | perusoikeudet | poliittinen elämä ja
yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | poliittinen maantiede | POLITIIKKA | TTK-puiteohjelma | tukahduttaminen |
TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | tutkimus ja immateriaalioikeus | Valko-Venäjä | valtioista riippumaton
järjestö

Yhteenveto The autocratic policies pursued by Belarus's long-standing president, Alexander Lukashenko, have strained EU-
Belarus ties over the years. Against this backdrop, the EU has geared its support towards the Belarusian people at
large. The crisis in Ukraine slowly rekindled EU-Belarus relations, but the backbone of cooperation remains civil
society support and people-to-people contacts.
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EU-Azerbaijan people-to-people contacts
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Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Armenia | Azerbaidžan | EU:n viisumipolitiikka | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Eurooppa |

ihmisoikeudet | itäinen kumppanuus | kansainvälinen oikeus | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET
JÄRJESTÖT | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kansalaisyhteiskunta | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | lahjonta |
MAANTIEDE | muut kuin hallitusten väliset järjestöt | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | opetusjärjestelmä |
opiskelijoiden liikkuvuus | perusoikeudet | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen maantiede | poliittinen
vanki | POLITIIKKA | riitojen ratkaiseminen | rikosoikeus | valtioista riippumaton järjestö

Yhteenveto The European Union and Azerbaijan are negotiating a comprehensive agreement in order to reinforce their
partnership. Even if Azerbaijan is geographically the most distant Eastern Partnership country, the EU remains its main
trading partner. In 2019, the EU and Azerbaijan will celebrate the 20th anniversary since their partnership and
cooperation agreement (PCA) entered into force in 1999. In recent years, EU support for civil society in Azerbaijan has
been made more difficult by a new legal framework against foreign-funded NGOs.
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EU-Georgia people-to-people contacts
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Päivämäärä 14-03-2019
Tekijä PERCHOC Philippe

Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana assosiaatiosopimus (EU) | EU:n tuki | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Eurooppa | Georgia |

ihmisoikeudet | ihmisoikeusliike | itäinen kumppanuus | KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | kansalaisyhteiskunta |
kauppasopimus (EU) | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | lahjonta | MAANTIEDE | matkailu | muut kuin hallitusten väliset
järjestöt | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | opetusjärjestelmä | opiskelijoiden liikkuvuus | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen
turvallisuus | poliittinen maantiede | POLITIIKKA | rikosoikeus | sosiaalinen elämä | talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE |
valtioista riippumaton järjestö | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto Since 2003, relations between the EU and Georgia have deepened, and at present the country is the EU's closest
partner in the South Caucasus region. Relations have been strengthened further through the recent signing of an
association agreement between the two parties and the deep and comprehensive free trade area (DCFTA) it
introduced. The EU also seeks to promote more people-to-people contacts between its citizens and Georgians, as well
as supporting the vibrant Georgian civil society.
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EU-Moldova people-to-people contacts
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Päivämäärä 14-03-2019
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Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana assosiaatiosopimus (EU) | EU:n tuki | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Eurooppa | ihmisoikeudet |

itäinen kumppanuus | KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | kansalaisyhteiskunta | kauppasopimus (EU) | KOULUTUS JA
VIESTINTÄ | lahjonta | MAANTIEDE | matkailu | Moldova | muut kuin hallitusten väliset järjestöt | oikeudet ja vapaudet
| OIKEUS | opetusjärjestelmä | opiskelijoiden liikkuvuus | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen maantiede
| POLITIIKKA | rikosoikeus | sosiaalinen elämä | talousmaantiede | talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE | vaalimenettely ja
äänestäminen | vaalipetos | valtioista riippumaton järjestö | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto Since the Republic of Moldova joined the Eastern Partnership regional initiative 10 years ago, its ties with the EU have
grown closer. In recent years, however, the country's political, economic and societal stability has become increasingly
wobbly, and public trust in institutions and even NGOs remains low. The EU is working to strengthen the role of civil
society organisations in public life.
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Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
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unionin virkamieskunta | Eurooppa | hätätila | ihmisoikeudet | kansalaisyhteiskunta | liittymiskriteeri | liittymisneuvottelu
| liittymistä edeltävä tuki | MAANTIEDE | muuttoliikkeen valvonta | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeuslaitoksen
riippumattomuus | oikeusorganisaatio | oikeusvaltio | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys |
poliittinen maantiede | POLITIIKKA | sananvapaus | siirtolaisuus | talousmaantiede | Turkki | YHTEISKUNNALLISET
KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto In March 2019, the European Parliament is due to vote on a motion for a resolution on Turkey's 2018 country report.
Both the Commission's report and that of the Foreign Affairs Committee point to backsliding in key areas. The Foreign
Affairs Committee calls for improvement, and for the suspension of accession negotiations.
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elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | poliittinen propaganda | POLITIIKKA | sosiaalisen median väline |
taloudellinen analyysi | TALOUSTIEDE | vaalimainonta | vaalimenettely ja äänestäminen | vaikuttavuustutkimus |
viestintä

Yhteenveto This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs and requested by the European Parliament’s Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs, assesses
the impact of disinformation and strategic political propaganda disseminated through online social media sites. It
examines effects on the functioning of the rule of law, democracy and fundamental rights in the EU and its Member
States.
The study formulates recommendations on how to tackle this threat to human rights, democracy and the rule of law. It
specifically addresses the role of social media platform providers in this regard.
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The death penalty and the EU's fight against it
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Yhteenveto The European Union is strongly opposed to the death penalty in all circumstances, and fighting it is a foremost priority
of its external human rights policy. While most countries in the world have abolished capital punishment, death
sentences continue to be handed down and carried out in a number of countries. The Union uses its diplomatic and
political weight to encourage these countries to join the abolitionist ranks, or at the very least to respect international
minimum standards. It funds campaigns to increase awareness of the need to end capital punishment, and restricts
trade in substances that could be used for executions.
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maa | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | monikansallinen yhtiö | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeus | oikeus
oikeussuojaan | oikeusorganisaatio | oikeussuojakeinot | rikosoikeus | tiedon sisällön analyysi | tuomioistuimen
toimivalta | uhrien auttaminen | unionia koskevan tiedon levitys | unionin politiikka | yhteistyöpolitiikka | yritysmuoto |
YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

Yhteenveto European-based multinational corporations can cause or be complicit in human rights abuses in third countries.
Victims of corporate human rights abuses frequently face many hurdles when attempting to hold corporations to
account in their own country. Against this backdrop, judicial mechanisms have increasingly been relied on to bring
legal proceedings in the home States of the corporations. This study attempts to map out all relevant cases (35 in total)
filed in Member States of the European Union on the basis of alleged corporate human rights abuses in third countries.
It also provides an in-depth analysis of 12 cases and identifies various obstacles (legal, procedural and practical) faced
by claimants in accessing legal remedy. On the basis of these findings, it makes a number of recommendations to the
EU institutions in order to improve access to legal remedies in the EU for victims of human rights abuses by European
based companies in third countries.
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Hakusana Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | henkilöstö- ja palkkahallinto | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen kauppa

| kaupan vapautuminen | KAUPPA | kauppapolitiikka | kauppasopimus (EU) | kestävä kehitys | naisten asema | naisten
oikeudet | naisten työ | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | samapalkkaisuus | sosiaalinen elämä | sukupuolisyrjintä |
sukupuolten tasa-arvo | talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE | työllisyys | TYÖLLISYYS JA TYÖ | työmarkkinasuhteet ja
työoikeus | työoikeus | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | yleinen tullietuus

Yhteenveto Trade liberalisation has a gender-differentiated impact inside and outside Europe. The EU, which is committed to
promoting gender equality in all policies, has established specific mechanisms in its trade policy to enforce women's
labour and human rights, and monitor the gender impact of its trade preferences. The European Parliament supports
this policy and asked for it to be reinforced. This is an update of an ‘at a glance’ note from March 2018.

Lyhyesti EN

State of play of EU-China relations
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kansainvälinen politiikka | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | KAUPPA | kauppapolitiikka | Kiina | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet
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yhteistyöpolitiikka | YMPÄRISTÖ | ympäristöpolitiikka | ympäristöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto EU-China relations are increasingly affected by growing Sino-United States strategic competition. The Trump
Administration considers China a strategic competitor to confront, rather than a country with which to engage. The EU,
on the contrary, refers to China as a strategic partner and, despite persistent and considerable differences in position
in some areas, continues to engage. The United States’ current preference for bi and unilateralism, and withdrawal
from multilateral arrangements, which the EU considers vital elements of a rules-based international order, create
openings for China to fill the gap. For the EU, this implies the need to seek issue-based alliances and to strengthen
strategic cooperation with China on issues of common interest to reach and uphold multilateral solutions to global and
regional challenges. Since 2013, the 2003 EU-China comprehensive strategic partnership has been broadened and
deepened in line with the EU-China 2020 Strategic Agenda for Cooperation. This has led to a high degree of
institutionalisation of EU-China ties, with an ever-growing number of dialogue formats that cover political, economic
and people-to-people relations, but whose tangible results vary significantly. Notwithstanding the frequency of political
exchanges and successful cooperation on key global challenges, such as the nuclear deal with Iran and climate
change, the economic pillar has remained the core of the relationship. As China is rapidly climbing the value-added
ladder, trade is an area of cooperation where complementarity is shifting fast towards competition. Friction is
unavoidable as two fundamentally different economic systems interact, and each side has its own understanding of
what 'free' trade, 'fair' trade, 'reciprocity' and a 'level playing field' means. Given the wide diversity of EU Member
States' interests and perceptions, which third countries may easily exploit for their own gains, the EU has struggled to
come forward with a unified response to China-led initiatives. The European Parliament resolution on the state of play
of EU-China relations adopted in September 2018 includes a critical assessment of China's foreign and domestic
policies, including human rights, as well as of progress on the implementation of the EU-China strategic partnership.
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Yhteenveto The Democracy Support and Election Coordination Group (DEG) is responsible for coordinating the democracy
support activities of the European Parliament (EP). Over the course of the eighth legislature, the DEG has aimed to
bring strategic focus to its democracy support activities through the introduction of a Comprehensive Democracy
Support Approach (CDSA). While the introduction of the CDSA has outlined a vision for more focused and strategic
interventions around the electoral cycle, the implementation remains a ‘work in progress’. There have been some
innovative and long-term activities that bring coherence with EU policies, notably in Ukraine, but also there continue to
be some cases of one-off actions without clear objectives. The comparative advantage of the EP in democracy support
is its political perspective and ability to work ‘peer to peer’ with other parliamentarians, which has been demonstrated
in its capacity building and mediation and dialogue activities. Overall the EP should continue to strive to be innovative
and strategic in its democracy support, working where it has influence and bringing policy coherence with broader EU
priorities. Election observation remains relevant, and follow-up to observer recommendations could be enhanced. The
Sakharov Prize and the activities around it, which are also coordinated by the DEG, are consistent with EU values,
including through support for human rights defenders and civil society.
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Yhteenveto International organisations continue to report the abuse by some states of Interpol’s Notice System to persecute
national human rights defenders, civil society activists and critical journalists in violation of international standards of
human rights. Available case studies, written reports and interviews with organisations working in the field confirm the
reported abuses. Recent Interpol reforms have made significant impact on safeguarding individuals both substantially
and procedurally. Nevertheless, and especially considering the significant increase in the number of Notices and
Diffusions in the Interpol system, reforms remain to be fully implemented and transparency and enforcement
mechanisms continue to leave room for improvement. Taking as a point of departure the responses from the EU
institutions and bodies, and EU Member States, the study recommends taking further steps for Interpol to ensure full
implementation of recent reforms, a fully transparent system and consistent legal and procedural safeguards for
individuals in the Interpol Notice System..
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Yhteenveto The global flow of refugees and migrants poses challenges, opportunities and obligations for countries around the
world. At the very heart of the debate on migration management is how to ensure that the different interests and needs
are addressed within a strong human rights framework. The United Nations (UN) is investigating the issue in great
depth, and one of the main outcomes of the UN General Assembly in 2016 was a declaration demanding greater
international cooperation on managing migration. This declaration was widely endorsed, including by the European
Union (EU). As a result, two global compacts have been adopted in 2018, for refugees and for other migrants; this
briefing will focus on the latter. According to the International Organization for Migration (IOM), the UN migration
agency in charge of the global compact for safe, orderly and regular migration, these compacts 'provide the opportunity
to move ahead in strengthening the norms, principles, rules and decision-making processes that will allow for more
effective international cooperation in responding to what is a defining issue'. Providing continued institutional support to
address these issues and implement the outcomes of the global compacts will be a challenge. This an updated version
of a briefing from December 2017, jointly authored by Joanna Apap, Daniela Adorna Diaz and Gonzalo Urbina Trevino.
See also our infographic, Migration flows to the EU, PE 621.862.
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Yhteenveto Recent large-scale flows of refugees and migrants have brought to the world's attention more forcefully than ever the
plight of persons who are forced to flee their homes because of war, insecurity or persecution. They have also exposed
how ill-prepared the international community has been to deal with this challenge and how uneven the distribution of
the burden of caring for such people has been among countries. In 2016, to enhance preparedness for refugee crises,
improve the situation of refugees and relieve the burden on host societies, the United Nations (UN) member states
convened in New York and adopted a declaration paving the way for a non-binding international compact on refugees.
They annexed to this declaration a comprehensive refugee response framework that spelled out a series of short- and
longer-term measures to address refugee crises. The framework has been applied in several pilot countries and the
lessons learnt fed into a global compact on refugees. The compact was drafted by the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR)
following broad consultations with various stakeholders, and its definitive version was adopted by the UN General
Assembly with a large majority on 17 December 2018. The global compact focuses on international-, regional- and
national-level mechanisms for achieving a fairer distribution of the responsibilities related to refugees, and on areas
where action can be improved. It has been criticised, among other things, for its non-binding character and for
excluding victims of natural disasters from its scope. This is an updated edition of a Briefing published in June 2018.
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Yhteenveto 2017 was a year during which the EU saw both progress and setbacks in fundamental rights protection. For example,
while the adoption of the European Pillar of Social Rights was a further step towards more equality, setbacks were
encountered in the area of the independence of the judiciary, the work of civil society organisations and women’s
rights. The Commission, the EU Fundamental Rights Agency and the Parliament regularly monitor the situation of
fundamental rights in the EU. A LIBE committee report on the situation of fundamental rights in 2017 is scheduled for
debate in plenary during January.
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Yhteenveto This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the PETI Committee, aims to update the 2016 study “Fit for purpose? The Facilitation Directive
and the criminalisation of humanitarian assistance to irregular migrants”. It takes stock of and examines the latest
developments that have taken place since 2016, specifically the legislative and policy changes, along with various
forms and cases of criminalisation of humanitarian actors, migrants’ family members and basic service providers. The
study uses the notion of ‘policing humanitarianism’ to describe not only cases of formal prosecution and sentencing in
criminal justice procedures, but also wider dynamics of suspicion, intimidation, harassment and disciplining in five
selected Member States – Belgium, France, Greece, Hungary and Italy. Policing humanitarianism negatively affects
EU citizens’ rights – such as the freedom of assembly, freedom of speech and freedom of conscience. When civil
society is effectively (self-)silenced and its accountability role undermined, policies to combat migrant smuggling may
be overused and give rise to serious breaches of the EU’s founding values, notably the rule of law, democracy and
fundamental rights. Moreover, policing humanitarianism negatively affects wider societal trust and diverts the limited
resources of law enforcement from investigating more serious crimes.
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Yhteenveto This briefing aims to clarify the concept of contemporary forms of slavery and analyse the legal obligations of States,
as well as recent international developments at global and EU levels. It highlights the inconsistent application of the
concept by global governance actors and discusses the inclusion of various exploitative practices within this
conceptual framework. It also examines the prevalence of contemporary forms of slavery and assesses the policy
framework for EU external action. The briefing then recommends possible action by the EU, including: promotion of a
more consistent definition and use of the concept of contemporary forms of slavery and further clarifications on the
relationship with the human trafficking and forced labour frameworks; a role for the EU as catalyst in achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals and Targets in the field of all contemporary forms of slavery; support for standardising
methods of data collection globally.  Finally, the paper invites the EU to assess the possibility of drafting a new treaty
on contemporary forms of slavery, as a way to fill some existing loopholes at the international level.
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Yhteenveto Although the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela has traditionally been a country of destination for migrants, around
2010 its migratory profile started to change to that of a country of origin. In fact, in the past few years migration away
from Venezuela has reached massive levels, creating an unprecedented humanitarian crisis in the region. According to
the United Nations' International Organization for Migration (IOM), the number of Venezuelans abroad has risen from
under 700 000 in 2015 to 3 million in November 2018. About 70 % of this human wave has been directed to South
American countries such as Colombia, Peru, Ecuador, Chile, Argentina and Brazil, but also to North and Central
America and the Caribbean, and even Europe. The main factors contributing to this exodus are Venezuela's
deteriorating political situation, a severe economic crisis and increasing violence. This mass migration could have a
destabilising effect on the main recipient and transit countries. Besides individual responses developed by host
countries to provide migrants with emergency assistance and protection and to facilitate their integration, Latin
American countries are trying to give a coordinated regional response to the crisis. Furthermore, migration authorities,
ombudsmen and NGOs have also promoted regional initiatives to defend the rights of Venezuelan migrants abroad
and their access to basic services. The UN and regional organisations are also working to help deal with the crisis, and
the EU is contributing €35.1 million in emergency aid and medium-term development assistance for the Venezuelan
people and the affected neighbouring countries. The European Parliament sent an ad hoc mission to Brazil and
Colombia in June 2018 to assess the situation, and has adopted resolutions on the subject.
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Yhteenveto The European Parliament (EP) has consistently followed the situation in Cuba and Venezuela. It has expressed its
support for defenders of human rights and democracy with the award of the Sakharov prize to Cuban activists on three
occasions (2002, 2005, 2010), and to Venezuela’s Democratic Opposition in 2017. In line with this engagement, a
workshop on human rights and rule of law in both countries was held on 6 September 2018, in Brussels, at the request
of the EP’s Subcommittee on Human Rights (DROI). Dr. Par Engstrom (University College London) presented the first
draft of an independent study analysing the main human rights developments in Cuba and Venezuela since 2014 and
the EU’s response. The paper, which focused specifically on the Sakharov laureates, was discussed with Members
and other experts, including from the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the European External
Action Service and the European Commission. During the lively discussion, there was broad agreement with the
description of major trends in the human rights situation in the two countries. Critical comments and controversial
issues related to the impact of the government’s repression of the Venezuelan opposition, the need to consider not
only civil and political but also economic and social rights, the effectiveness of sanctions against Venezuela and the
potential role of the Sakharov Prize. Observations and comments made during the workshop fed into the final version
of the study, which is also included in this report.

Tutkimus EN

The 2018 Sakharov Prize
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 05-12-2018
Tekijä BENTZEN Naja | ZAMFIR Ionel

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana EU:n tehtävä kansainvälisissä asioissa | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Eurooppa | ihmisoikeudet |

kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kulttuuri ja uskonto | kunnianosoitus | MAANTIEDE |
mielipiteen vapaus | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen maantiede |
poliittinen vanki | POLITIIKKA | sosiaalinen elämä | taiteilijan ammatti | talousmaantiede | Ukraina | Venäjä | Venäjän ja
Ukrainan kysymys | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto Thirty years since it was first awarded, the European Parliament’s Sakharov Prize for freedom of thought retains all its
symbolic meaning, as human rights continue to be embattled in many parts of the world. The courage of those who
stand up for them therefore deserves to be widely recognised. By awarding the 2018 Prize to the Ukrainian filmmaker
Oleg Sentsov – who is currently an inmate in a penal colony in Siberia – Parliament aims to increase the pressure on
Russia to release Sentsov. At the same time, the award also draws attention to the struggle of all Ukrainian political
prisoners currently behind bars in Russia and the annexed Crimean peninsula.
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Yhteenveto Every year, the European Parliament debates human rights and democracy in the world overall and the European
Union's policy on the matter. In 2017, human rights were very much at the heart of the EU's external action. However,
2017 also saw a continued backlash, worldwide, against civil society, and particularly journalists, a rise in
misinformation and growing populism. The European Parliament's Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET) report calls for
the continuous mainstreaming of human rights throughout EU action both internally and externally. Parliament is
expected to debate it during the December plenary session.
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Yhteenveto Algeria will shortly be holding elections in April 2019 that will be crucial for its future. The country did, it is true,
introduce constitutional reforms in response to the Arab Spring in the region, but whether or not President Bouteflika
will have a fifth term in office is still the chief cause of the uncertainly hanging over the country. Although elderly now
and in frail health, the President is still the glue binding Algeria’s political system together after its terrible civil war in
the 1990s. In this context, the Algerian equation remains a complex one with three unknown factors (youth, climate
and migration) that may shape short and medium-term prospects. Algeria has a high number of young people and
constant growth is needed for them to find jobs on the labour market. Young people are still not particularly engaged in
Algeria’s political system and little is known about their preferences. Climate warming is a second unknown: it will have
major consequences for the area and will probably push both Algeria’s population and people in the wider Sahelian
region towards coastal towns, making investment in sustainable urban planning and suitable public services essential.
Lastly, demographic dynamics, both as regards the country’s own population and how migration affects it, constitute an
important challenge for the future. These concerns place Algeria firmly in its regional context where it plays a central
role in the conflicts in the western Sahara, in relation to Libya, and in the Sahel. Algeria is also a vital partner in the
fight against international terrorism. The country’s economic situation still needs to be watched: Algeria’s economy is
coming under pressure from fluctuating energy prices. The Algerian authorities agree that reforms are needed but they
are difficult to bring in when the State is facing a fall in revenue. The European Union is Algeria’s main trade partner
and the Association Agreement provides a framework for further developing trade relations. The two partners recently
opened discussions on Algeria’s tariff barriers as they do not seem to be heading in the right direction.
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Yhteenveto On 30 November and 1 December 2018, Argentina hosts the 13th Group of Twenty (G20) summit. This is the first time
that a G20 summit is being hosted by a South American country, coinciding with the 10th anniversary of the
consolidation of the G20 at leader level following the 2008 summit in Washington. Main challenges will include
achieving consensus on climate and trade, with US-China relations being a decisive factor in the latter.
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Yhteenveto Discrimination against minorities is against EU values and principles. However, research shows that discrimination
against Muslims is becoming more common, and that it is increasingly supported by some political parties. EU
secondary legislation on the issue is limited, and even grounds and areas of discrimination that are already covered
need more work to ensure comprehensive protection. Nonetheless, several key legislative proposals are not making
any progress, much to the regret of the European Parliament.
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Yhteenveto In November 2018, the European Parliament is due to debate a resolution on the European Commission’s 2018
enlargement report on Albania. The latest report notes that Albania has made progress on its five key priorities;
however, corruption and political instability remain pervasive, meaning the country cannot move beyond the early
stages of accession preparation.
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Yhteenveto The Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence
(Istanbul Convention) is the first instrument in Europe to set legally binding standards specifically to prevent gender-
based violence, protect victims of violence and punish perpetrators. Following the EU's signing of the Convention in
June 2017, the European Parliament's consent is required for the EU's accession to the Convention. Pending Council's
formal request for that consent, Parliament adopted an interim resolution in September 2017 and reviewed progress
towards EU accession in June 2018. This is an updated edition of an EPRS 'at a glance' note published in November
2017, PE 608.671.
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Yhteenveto Although on the EU agenda for decades, recent events, such as the migration crisis and the issues with the rule of law
in some Member States, have brought the issue of values back into focus. EU values are those of equality, freedom
and respect for human rights. Freedom of religion and belief has significant protections in the EU and under the
international legal framework. Religion, represented by churches, religious communities and other actors, is also a
significant factor in the protection and promotion of human rights, both in the world and in the European Union.
International human rights bodies have even formalised the participation of religious actors, mostly through exchanges
and dialogues, and the European Union is no exception. Its Article 17 Dialogue with churches, religious, philosophical
and non-confessional organisations offers an opportunity for those groups to make their voices heard at EU level.
Religious actors have made significant contributions in, for example, migration, deradicalisation, social justice and
education for tolerance. However, the role of religion in the human rights arena is sometimes perceived as challenging,
since some religious actors and some secular human rights actors may not see eye-to-eye in some areas. Experts
therefore suggest that it is important to maintain that all human rights have equal worth, that everyone who may be
affected by the issue is included in the dialogue, and to try to find a compromise that will not alienate any party from
further cooperation.
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Yhteenveto Twenty years after the UN General Assembly adopted its Declaration on Human Rights Defenders (HRDs) to enhance
recognition of their role and encourage states to create a more protective environment, many human rights defenders
still face significant threats, and the situation of those working in certain areas has even deteriorated. Support for
human rights defenders is a long established component of the EU's external human rights policy and one of its major
priorities. The EU guidelines on HRDs adopted in 2004 outline concrete measures for protecting HRDs at risk,
including the provision of emergency aid, and encourage EU diplomats to take a more proactive approach towards
HRDs. The European Commission manages a financial instrument in support of HRDs working in the world's most
dangerous situations. The European Parliament is a long-standing advocate of a comprehensive EU policy on HRDs
and has actively contributed to its shaping. Its urgency resolutions on human rights breaches around the world, some
of which have focused on individual HRDs and the particular threats they face, have drawn attention to the difficulties
facing HRDs in many countries. Parliament has also organised hearings with HRDs, issued statements about cases of
HRDs at risk, and highlighted the plight of HRDs during visits by its delegations to the countries concerned. The
Parliament's Sakharov Prize is the EU's most visible action in favour of HRDs. It has a significant impact on laureates,
providing them with recognition and, in many cases, indirect protection. This a further updated version of a briefing
from December 2017: PE 614.626.
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Yhteenveto With its extended value chains, economic globalisation has brought numerous opportunities while also creating specific
challenges, including in the area of human rights protection. The recent history of transnational corporations contains
numerous examples of human rights abuses occurring as a result of their operations. Such corporations are known to
have taken advantage of loose regulatory frameworks in developing countries, corruption, and a lack of accountability
resulting from legal rules shielding corporate interests. This situation has created a pressing need to establish
international norms regulating business operations in relation to human rights. So far, the preferred approach has been
'soft', consisting of the adoption of voluntary guidelines for businesses. Several sets of such norms exist at
international level, the most notable being the United Nations Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights.
Nevertheless, while such voluntary commitments are clearly useful, they cannot entirely stop gross human rights
violations (such as child labour, labour rights violations and land grabbing) committed by transnational corporations,
their subsidiaries or suppliers. To address the shortcomings of the soft approach, an intergovernmental working group
was established within the United Nations framework in June 2014, with the task of drafting a binding treaty on human
rights and business. After being reluctant at the outset, the EU has become involved in the negotiations, but has
insisted that the future treaty's scope should include all businesses, not only transnational ones. The 'Zero Draft'
published in July does not reflect the EU's position on this point. It has been welcomed by experts for its more precise
focus on prevention, on effective remedies and access to justice for victims, and on companies' liability for their
subsidiaries and suppliers in third countries. The European Parliament is a staunch supporter of this initiative and has
encouraged the EU to take a positive and constructive approach. This is a further updated edition of a Briefing
published in April 2018, PE 620.229.
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Yhteenveto The EU-Central America Association Agreement was signed in June 2012 and its trade pillar has been provisionally in
force since December 2013. This evaluation assesses specifically the implementation of the trade and sustainable
development (TSD) chapter of the trade pillar of this agreement during the five years of its operation. After briefly
outlining the trade interests of this agreement, this study situates sustainable development by explaining its legal
foundations in the Association Agreement and reviewing the ex-ante impact assessment conclusions on the issue. It
then focuses on the monitoring mechanisms of the Association Agreement, including the European Commission
annual reports, Parliament's oversight work, the civil society dialogue, and the results of the meetings of the
specialised committee and annual Association Committee and Association Council meetings. Through this review it
identifies strengths and shortcomings in the implementation of the TSD chapter and ends by suggesting a number of
ways to enhance efforts to support sustainable development in Central America.
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Yhteenveto This document was prepared to provide background information for Members of the Committee on Women's Rights
and Gender Equality (FEMM) participating in the Conference "Gender Equality and YOU"organised by the Austrian
presidency (Vienna, 11-12 October 2018). It is intended to provide information on various aspects of gender equality,
based on studies and analyses which have been commissioned by the Policy Department and delivered to FEMM in
the course of the current legislature. Of two recent studies a short summary, as well as a link to the full text of the study
is given. A number of other Policy Department studies on specific aspects of gender equality in the EU are listed for
further reading.
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Yhteenveto In August 2018, Russia's embassy in Washington claimed that US-Russia relations were moving towards irreversible
breakdown. Long-standing bilateral tensions have been aggravated in recent years by Russia's aggression against
Ukraine, sanctions, and accusations of Russian meddling in the 2016 US presidential elections. Initially, Donald
Trump's electoral victory raised hopes in Russia that tensions could ease. But while Trump often appears to share
Russian wishes to move from confrontation to a more transactional relationship, a rift has opened up between him and
the rest of the US political establishment, which insists that the differences between the two countries are too
fundamental to be easily set aside. Growing hostility towards Russia has led to harsher rhetoric and increasingly
draconian sanctions. Alongside these more recent developments, US-Russia relations have been complicated for
many years by fundamental foreign policy differences. The US sees itself as a global leader and champion of liberal
values. For its part, Russia resents what it perceives as US hegemony and unwarranted interference in other countries'
internal affairs. Russia is far from being a military equal to the US. Nevertheless, Moscow's nuclear arsenal makes it a
potentially formidable adversary. A series of arms-control agreements aims to contain the threat of an arms race or
even conflict between the two sides. However, deteriorating relations are making such arrangements look increasingly
precarious. Compared to political and security issues, economic ties play only a minor role in US-Russia relations.
Bilateral trade and investment have suffered from tensions and are likely to remain limited, not least due to sanctions.
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Yhteenveto The Council of Europe (CoE) and the European Union (EU) are to a significant extent based on shared values, and
have overlapping membership. This has led them over time to develop a strategic partnership and joint actions beyond
the EU's and, more recently, the CoE's borders, making use of the latter's longstanding technical expertise on human
rights, the rule of law and democracy. For the EU, the CoE convention system and the European Court of Human
Rights remain central instruments for defending human rights in Europe, as stated in the EU's 2017 Annual Report on
Human Rights and Democracy in the World. The relationship between the CoE and the EU is generally seen as
mutually beneficial and thriving, each partner contributing according to its own strengths and capabilities. In 2011 the
CoE launched a new approach towards the EU's neighbourhood regions, endorsed by the EU. Cooperation has
become more structured, with the Council of the EU agreeing and adopting the EU's priorities for cooperation with the
Council of Europe on a biannual basis, in cooperation with the CoE. The EU-CoE relationship has not escaped some
criticism, however, namely that the CoE acts as a political consultancy or a junior partner to the EU owing to the latter's
budgetary clout and its disproportionate and larger contribution to joint activities. There is arguably room to improve the
partnership. According to some, the EU countries (which are all CoE members) need to develop a strategic and long-
term vision regarding future cooperation with the CoE.
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Yhteenveto In today's context of renewed tensions on the European continent, the Organization for Security and Co-operation in
Europe (OSCE) has an opportunity to play a stronger role as a forum for all Europe's security actors, helping to prevent
a logic of confrontation between the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and the EU versus Russia from
prevailing. The Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) came into being during the detente of
1962-1979. It transformed the zero-sum game of the Cold War into a positive-sum game between European states,
becoming a forum for discussion between the two superpowers and European countries. However, the main
achievement of the Helsinki process that formed the CSCE was that it brought all the participating countries to the
negotiating table. The main outcome of the Helsinki process was less the Final Act itself than the original process of
negotiations between all the participating states. After the fall of the USSR and the subsequent EU and NATO
enlargements, the OSCE (as the CSCE was renamed in 1994) was redesigned as a forum for resolving Cold War
tensions and it became gradually less relevant. The main elements of the European security framework established by
the CSCE (Treaty on Conventional Forces in Europe, Vienna Document, Open Skies Treaty) lost their ability to secure
effective arms control and build confidence. There was a shift towards soft security cooperation (election monitoring,
peace processes, the protection of minorities, and action to ensure a safe environment for journalists). Initiatives to
reform the OSCE over the past decade have largely failed because of disagreements between member states on the
objectives and the organisation's legal and financial means. Nevertheless, it remains a necessary forum when it comes
to resolving a growing number of crises.
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Yhteenveto The Council of Europe (CoE) is the oldest of the intergovernmental organisations set up in post-World War II Europe,
and the one that has the most member states. Since its creation in 1949, the CoE has shared strong links with other
European organisations, such as the European Coal and Steel Community and the Organisation for European
Economic Cooperation; it now has close links with the European Union. Over time, the CoE has specialised in human-
rights promotion and in monitoring the effective implementation of the European Convention of Human Rights.
However, the CoE has recently come under pressure due to allegations of internal corruption and a rise of illiberal
tendencies in Europe; in response, it has embarked on a reform process.
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Yhteenveto China is an important strategic partner for the EU, despite fundamental divergences in some areas, mostly related to
state intervention and fundamental human rights. The partnership offers mutually beneficial cooperation and dialogue
in areas ranging from investment and transport to human rights and cybersecurity.
China is navigating in new directions, guided by Xi Jinping's 'Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a
New Era’. Despite President Xi’s repeated avowals that 'the market will have a decisive role', public ownership remains
the mainstay of the Chinese economy, whereas profound reforms would be needed to tackle the root causes of
overcapacity in various industrial sectors. Xi's ‘Belt and Road Initiative’, now also included in the Constitution, is the
flagship international connectivity and infrastructure programme dominated by Chinese state-owned companies.
Overall, China’s crucial, but complex transition towards more sustainable growth would eventually benefit both, China
and the world as a whole. Global economic interdependence, however, makes certain spill-over effects of China’s
rebalancing unavoidable.
China plays a pivotal role in global governance and the rules-based international order, and this comes with
responsibilities. Beijing has begun to shift away from the narrow pursuit of national aims towards a more assertive
foreign and security policy, and increased financial, economic and security cooperation with a global outreach.
China is also facing domestic concerns, such as lifting millions of people out of poverty and reducing ever-growing
income inequalities, deterioration in the situation of human rights and freedoms as well as endemic corruption.
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Yhteenveto Kashmir, located between China, India and Pakistan, has been at the heart of a complex, 70-year dispute between
Delhi and Islamabad, which has strained bilateral relations and impeded the development of stronger ties in the whole
of South Asia. In the Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir, an uprising against Delhi's rule has been ongoing since
1989. In June 2018, a UN human rights report on Kashmir called for establishing a commission of inquiry into multiple
violations from both sides. Kashmir is a mountainous area the size of Germany, in the north-west of the Indian
subcontinent, home to K2, the world's second-tallest mountain, and also narrow valleys and barren plateaus. It is also
prone to seismic activity: as recently as 2005, a strong earthquake is estimated to have claimed 75 000 lives.
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Yhteenveto Ravaged by genocide and armed conflict in the 1970s and 1980s, since 1985 Cambodia has been under the stable but
repressive rule of Prime Minister Hun Sen. Nominally a multi-party democracy, the country has long been in effect a
one-party state. Repression has intensified since the results of the 2013 election showed growing support for the
opposition. With the next parliamentary election scheduled for July 2018, the government decided to ban the country's
main opposition party, a move which drew international condemnation.
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Yhteenveto Thailand is one of several south-east Asian countries where the human rights situation has recently deteriorated.
Following a military coup in May 2014, the junta clamped down on political dissent. In 2017 a new constitution restored
some of the rights taken away in 2014, but the timing of elections remains uncertain and the military is likely to
maintain political influence even after handing over power to a civilian government. Other long-standing concerns
include abuses of migrant workers' labour rights and restrictions on freedom of expression.
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Yhteenveto Major sports events and politics are closely intertwined. Well-known historical examples of major sporting events that
were used by regimes for political propaganda purposes are the 1978 FIFA World Cup in Argentina and the 1980
Summer Olympic Games in Moscow. The 1978 World Cup took place around two years after the Argentinian military
regime's right-wing coup and its violent repression of critics, and was then the most political World Cup in the history of
the International Federation of Association Football (Fédération Internationale de Football Association: FIFA). The
1980 Summer Olympic Games in Moscow were the first to take place in eastern Europe and the first to be held in a
socialist country. In addition, the 1980 Summer Olympic Games unleashed a hitherto, in the history of major sporting
events, unprecedented boycott by 60 countries, in protest against the Soviet Union's invasion of Afghanistan in
December 1979. The European Parliament's involvement in the debates on the political reaction to these two major
sporting events is a largely unknown aspect of the history of the 1978 World Cup and the 1980 Summer Olympic
Games. This Briefing will reconstruct these debates and the policy action that followed, based on new analysis of
sources held in the Parliament's Historical Archives, and demonstrates that the EP's leitmotiv was the violation of
human rights in both countries. Furthermore, the Briefing shows that these debates set the basis for the EP's current
policy action when it comes to major sports events in countries with a poor track record of human rights.
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Yhteenveto The prohibition of discrimination and the protection of human rights are important elements of the EU legal order.
Nevertheless, discrimination against lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) persons persists
throughout the EU, taking various forms including verbal abuse and physical violence. Sexual orientation is now
recognised in EU law as grounds of discrimination. However, the scope of these provisions is limited and does not
cover social protection, healthcare, education and access to goods and services, leaving LGBTI people particularly
vulnerable in these areas. Moreover, EU competence does not extend to recognition of marital or family status. In this
area, national regulations vary, with some Member States offering same-sex couples the right to marry, others allowing
alternative forms of registration, and yet others not providing any legal status for same-sex couples. Same-sex couples
may or may not have the right to adopt children and to access assisted reproduction. These divergent legal statuses
have implications, for instance, for partners from two Member States with different standards who want to
formalise/legalise their relationship or for same-sex couples and their families wishing to move to another Member
State. Combating discrimination has become part of EU internal and external policies, and the subject of numerous
resolutions of the European Parliament. However, action in this area remains problematic when it touches on issues
pertaining to areas traditionally reserved to Member States, such as marital status and family law. This is a further
updated version of a Briefing originally drafted by Piotr Bakowski. The previous edition was published in May 2017.
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Yhteenveto This study provides an overview of the European Union’s contribution to promoting and protecting human rights in
Belarus since 2016. This analysis presents the main human rights trends in Belarus, examining legislation, policy
commitments and violations of human rights. While the Belarusian government has made nominal concessions
towards the EU, no systemic progress in terms of human rights has been made in the post-2016 period. The study also
describes and assesses the EU’s human rights promotion activities in bilateral EU-Belarus relations, within the context
of the Eastern Partnership multilateral dimension and in regard to financial assistance. Although the EU has expanded
the range of its political dialogue with Belarus since 2016, it has had very little influence over the human rights situation
in the country. The EU’s impact has been limited not just because of the very nature of the Belarusian regime. EU
institutions and member states have increasingly prioritised geopolitical interests as well as the stability and resilience
of Belarus over human rights concerns. The EU should increase efforts to mainstream human rights in all aspects of its
relations with Belarus and find a better balance between ‘normalisation’ and ‘conditionality’ based policy approaches
vis-à-vis the country.
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Yhteenveto Protection of human rights is one of the EU's overarching objectives in its external action, in line with the Treaty on
European Union. One of the EU's main tools to promote human rights in third countries is the generalised system of
preferences (GSP), granting certain developing countries preferential trade access to the EU market. Covering 90 third
countries, the scheme includes explicit human rights conditionality, providing that preferences can be withdrawn in
case of massive and systematic violations of core human rights or labour rights norms. A special incentive
arrangement under the GSP grants further tariff concessions to countries that ratify and implement a series of
international conventions. Based on systematic monitoring by the European Commission, this special scheme is the
most comprehensive and detailed human rights mechanism established in the framework of the common commercial
policy. While the scheme has been particularly effective in encouraging beneficiary countries to make the necessary
legislative and institutional changes, such progress has not been matched at the level of implementation. Suspension
of preferences under GSP has been applied in only a few cases and, when it was, did not have an immediate and
clear impact on the human rights situation. In practice, the EU has privileged a strategy of incentivising gradual
progress through dialogue and monitoring, rather than withdrawing preferences. The EU's unilateral trade measures to
protect human rights are not limited to the GSP. The EU has taken steps to prohibit or limit trade in items that could
cause human rights violations, such as torture and execution equipment, and dual use goods. New legislation has
recently been adopted on conflict minerals, and the European Parliament has called for a proposal for legislation to
ban the import of goods produced using child labour. This is an updated edition of a briefing published in January
2017: PE 595.878.
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Yhteenveto Following fears in 2017 of an escalation of the North Korean crisis, an unexpected detente has come in early 2018.
North Korean athletes took part in the Winter Olympics in South Korea, and Pyongyang undertook a charm offensive
followed by a successful historic inter-Korean summit in late April, which may prompt long-awaited peace talks. A
summit between US President Trump and North Korean Leader Kim Jong un had been scheduled for 12 June in
Singapore, but Trump called it off on 24 May. The main issue is the extent to which Pyongyang's leadership is ready to
agree on denuclearisation on the Korean Peninsula.
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Yhteenveto The European Parliament is a staunch supporter of human rights defenders from all over the world. Each year, the

Parliament grants the Sakharov Prize to such individuals in recognition of their outstanding achievements in defending
human rights. The prize draws attention to particularly worthy causes and has an important resonance with the public.
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Yhteenveto Sanctions are one of the tools utilised to address human rights violations. They are also an increasingly prominent tool
in the European Union’s foreign policy. International sanctions policy is part of a global trend towards individualisation:
rather than affecting the state as a whole, bans nowadays are targeted at individuals identified as responsible for the
abuses. The present study analyses the evolution of targeted sanctions regimes imposed by the EU, as well as by the
UN, against individuals on grounds of gross human rights violations. It focuses on the most recent developments in
international sanctions practice. It provides recommendations on how this tool could be further developed at EU level,
making reference to the option of adopting a Global Magnitsky-type legislation allowing for the designation of human
rights abusers worldwide.
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Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Kansainvälinen julkisoikeus | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana demokratia | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen politiikka | kansainvälinen sopimus | KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT |

KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kansalaisyhteiskunta | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen
turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA | UNHCR | Yhdistyneet Kansakunnat | ylikansallinen yritys | yrityksen
hallintoneuvosto | yrityksen organisaatio | yritysmuoto | YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

Yhteenveto With its extended value chains, economic globalisation has provided numerous opportunities, while also creating
specific challenges, including in the area of human rights protection. The recent history of transnational corporations
contains numerous examples of human rights abuses occurring as a result of their operations. Such corporations are
known to have taken advantage of loose regulatory frameworks in developing countries, corruption, or lack of
accountability resulting from legal rules shielding corporate interests. This situation has created a pressing need to
establish international norms regulating business operations in relation to human rights. So far, the preferred approach
has been 'soft', consisting of the adoption of voluntary guidelines for businesses. Several sets of such norms exist at
international level, the most notable being the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights. Nevertheless,
while such voluntary commitments are clearly useful, they cannot entirely stop gross human rights violations (such as
child labour, labour rights violations and land grabbing) committed by transnational corporations, their subsidiaries or
suppliers. To address the shortcomings of the soft approach, an intergovernmental working group was established
within the UN framework in June 2014, with the task of drafting a binding treaty on human rights and business. After
being reluctant at the outset, the EU has become involved in the negotiations, but has insisted that the future treaty's
scope should include all businesses, not only transnational ones. The EU's position on this issue has been disregarded
by the UN intergovernmental working group until now, which raises some questions about the fairness of the process.
The European Parliament is a staunch supporter of this initiative and has encouraged the EU to take a positive and
constructive approach. This is an updated edition of a briefing published in July 2017: PE 608.636.
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A renewed partnership with the countries of Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 17-04-2018
Tekijä KONONENKO Vadim

Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana AKT-maat | Cotonoun sopimus | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet |

ilmastonmuutospolitiikka | kansainvälinen politiikka | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kestävä kehitys | MAANTIEDE |
oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | siirtolaispolitiikka | siirtolaisuus | sopimuksen tarkistaminen | sopimusneuvottelut (EU)
| talousmaantiede | talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE | työllisyys | TYÖLLISYYS JA TYÖ | työllisyyspolitiikka |
YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | yhteistyöpolitiikka | yhteistyöpolitiikka | yhteistyösopimus (EU) | YMPÄRISTÖ
| ympäristöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto This note seeks to provide an initial analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the above-mentioned impact
assessment (IA), which originally accompanied the joint communication on a renewed partnership with the countries of
Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific, published on 22 November 2016. Subsequently, on 12 December 2017, the
Commission adopted a recommendation for a Council decision authorising the opening of negotiations with the
countries of the Cotonou Agreement, which was referred to Parliament's Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET). The
Commission considers the analysis and conclusions of the impact assessment conducted in 2016 for the joint
communication to be valid for the December 2017 recommendation for the opening of negotiations, which are to begin
officially before 1 September 2018.
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Renewed chemical attack in Syria
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 12-04-2018
Tekijä IMMENKAMP Beatrix

Toimiala Turvallisuus ja puolustus | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | Amerikka | Eurooppa | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen politiikka | kansainvälinen turvallisuus |

KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kemiallinen ase | MAANTIEDE | monenväliset
suhteet | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen maantiede | POLITIIKKA |
puolustus | sisällissota | siviiliuhri | sotilaallinen interventio | Syyria | talousmaantiede | Turkki | Yhdistyneet
Kansakunnat | Yhdysvallat | YK

Yhteenveto As the conflict in Syria enters its eighth year, Parliament is due to debate the situation, following a recent escalation.
The Assad regime is suspected of having carried out a toxic gas attack on the besieged town of Douma near
Damascus on 7 April 2018, killing around 80 people and injuring hundreds. The United Nations Security Council
debated the attack during an emergency meeting on 9 April 2018, during which Russia denied Syrian regime
responsibility for the attack. The EU has strongly condemned the latest use of chemical weapons in the Syrian conflict,
and the United States, France and the United Kingdom have signalled their willingness to respond with air-strikes in
order to uphold the global ban on the use of chemical weapons.
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Freedom of conscience around the world
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 09-04-2018
Tekijä PERCHOC Philippe

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet
Hakusana ihmisoikeudet | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kolmas maa | mielipiteen vapaus | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS |

uskonnonvapaus | yhteistyöpolitiikka
Yhteenveto Many international conventions, such as those adopted by the United Nations, and regional conventions emphasise

the need to protect freedom of religion and freedom of conscience, to which they attach equal importance. In Europe,
these conventions are supplemented by the European Convention on Human Rights and the Charter of Fundamental
Rights of the European Union. Freedom of conscience or opinion covers a wide range of beliefs and practices which
reflect attitudes stemming from personal choices; the beliefs and practices involved are not easily categorisable. For
that reason, international statistics are sometimes patchy and it is difficult to determine exactly how many people
around the world do in fact enjoy freedom of conscience, particularly as in some parts of the world a climate of
intolerance makes the exercise of that freedom problematic. Freedom of conscience is not upheld in every country:
either the state itself is guilty of discrimination or persecution, or it is incapable of curbing violent social responses
motivated by intolerance. It is hard to put a figure on the number of cases involving denial of freedom of conscience,
because the victims of persecution go largely unnoticed by the media. In many countries the situation is worrying, and
the European Union is committed to defending freedom of conscience in its relations with its partners.
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EU Fundamental Rights Agency
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 26-03-2018
Tekijä RADJENOVIC Anja

Toimiala Sukupuolinäkökohdat, tasa-arvo ja monimuotoisuus | Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue
Hakusana Euroopan ihmisoikeussopimus | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin perusoikeuskirja |

Euroopan unionin perusoikeusvirasto | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | ihmisoikeudet |
institutionaalinen rakenne | kansainvälinen politiikka | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS |
perusoikeudet | toimielinten toiminta

Yhteenveto The European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights is an independent body which contributes to ensuring full respect
of fundamental rights in the EU in accordance with the European Convention on Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms, and the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights. The Agency addresses various topics, including discrimination
of minorities, hate crime, data protection, access to justice, gender-based violence and fundamental rights of asylum-
seekers and migrants. This is an updated edition of an 'at a glance' note from May 2016.
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Expansion of the concept of human rights: Impact on rights promotion and protection
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 20-03-2018
Ulkopuolinen laatija Giulia BONACQUISTI, Rosa FREEDMAN, Malcolm LANGFORD

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet
Hakusana EU:n tehtävä kansainvälisissä asioissa | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet |

kansainvälinen politiikka | KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | oikeudet ja vapaudet |
OIKEUS | poliittiset oikeudet | sosiaaliset oikeudet | vähemmistön suojelu | Yhdistyneet Kansakunnat | YK:n
ihmisoikeusneuvosto | YK:n yleissopimus

Yhteenveto This report summarises the proceedings of a workshop organised by the European Parliament’s Subcommittee on
Human Rights (DROI). Academics, representatives of non-governmental organisations (NGOs) and the European
External Action Service (EEAS) discussed the potential positive and negative impacts of the expansion of the human
rights concept on the lives of individuals. Some of the invited experts underlined that human rights have always
evolved in response to changing historical contexts and that, despite some potential negative effects, empirical
evidence suggests that the benefits of their expansion largely outweigh the costs. Others argued that certain
expansions can have the effect of diluting the human rights system altogether and can be instrumental for states willing
to undermine core civil and political rights and to avoid scrutiny of their own violations. Finally, the EEAS outlined the
EU’s action on human rights protection and promotion around the globe and highlighted that the EU’s priority is to
continue to exercise leadership and unity on human rights matters in multilateral fora.
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United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC)
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 02-03-2018
Tekijä APAP Joanna

Toimiala Demokratia | Globaali hallinta | Ihmisoikeudet
Hakusana EU:n tehtävä kansainvälisissä asioissa | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin

toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | ihmisoikeudet | institutionaalinen rakenne | KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT |
oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | POLITIIKKA | toimielimen toiminta |
Yhdistyneet Kansakunnat | YK:n apuelimet

Yhteenveto This year marks the 70th anniversary of the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which set out a
universal core of human rights and fundamental freedoms for the first time. The Universal Declaration, together with
other measures which followed, constitute the International Bill of Human Rights. In the 12 years of its existence, the
United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) has actively defended human rights worldwide. Its robust mandate
and unique set of mechanisms, such as universal periodic review and special procedures, provide a system for
prevention, technical assistance and capacity-building, as well as a mechanism to respond to cases of grave violations
of human rights. The 12th anniversary of the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) will be celebrated during
its 37th session, from 26 February to 23 March 2018.
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Plenary round-up – Brussels, February II 2018
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 02-03-2018
Tekijä FERGUSON CLARE | SOCHACKA KATARZYNA

Toimiala Elintarviketurvallisuus | Kansainvälinen kauppa | Rahoitus- ja pankkiasiat | Talous- ja raha-asiat | Ulkosuhteet | Verotus
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | alkoholijuoma | Amerikka | EU:n pankkiunioni | Eurooppa | FINANSSIASIAT | ihmisoikeudet | juomat

ja sokeri | kahdenvälinen sopimus | kansainvälinen politiikka | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | MAANTIEDE |
MAATALOUSELINTARVIKKEET | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeusvaltio | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen
turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | poliittinen maantiede | POLITIIKKA | Puola | rahatalous | sisällissota | Syyria |
talousmaantiede | Yhdysvallat

Yhteenveto The session's highlights included debates on the humanitarian situation in Syria, the outcome of the informal European
Council, and activation of Article 7 (1) with regard to Poland. The European Commission also made statements on UN
Human Rights Council sessions in 2018, the International Criminal Tribunal for former Yugoslavia, its former President
Barroso's lobbying activities, and removal of third countries from the EU list of non-cooperative jurisdictions for tax
purposes. Among the votes held, Parliament agreed to set up a new special committee on tax questions (TAXE 3) and
elected a new vice-president.
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One step forward and two steps back for human rights in the world
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 01-03-2018
Tekijä APAP Joanna

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet
Hakusana EP:n päätöslauselma | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | ihmisoikeudet | ilma- ja avaruusliikenne |

kaksikäyttötekniikka | KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | kestävä kehitys | kulttuuri ja uskonto | LIIKENNE |
lisääntymisterveys | miehittämätön ilma-alus | naisten oikeudet | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | rakennusperintö |
rikosoikeus | sananvapaus | seksuaalinen väkivalta | sukupuolten tasa-arvo | syrjinnän torjunta | talouspolitiikka |
TALOUSTIEDE | teknologia ja tekninen sääntely | terveys | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | Unesco |
Yhdistyneet Kansakunnat | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto On 13 December 2017, just a few days after the United Nations' Human Rights Day, the European Parliament (EP)
adopted in plenary its annual resolution on human rights and democracy. Addressing the numerous pressures exerted
on human rights in 2016, the resolution calls upon the European Union to place human rights at the centre of EU
relations with all third countries and to lead by example. The resolution hails the step forward made for the
empowerment of women, but also warns of two new challenges – backward steps – to human rights in the world. One
is brought about by new technological developments, and the other by new trends in terrorism involving psychological
intimidation through the destruction of heritage sites.
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EU external financing instruments and the post-2020 architecture: European Implementation Assessment
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 28-02-2018
Tekijä IOANNIDES Isabelle

Ulkopuolinen laatija Annex: EU Support to Civil Society in Turkey, Ukraine and Egypt: Mapping reforms to the external financing
instruments, written by Professor Richard Youngs, Carnegie Europe.

Toimiala Lainsäädännön ja toimintapolitiikan käytännön arviointi | Talous- ja raha-asiat | Talousarvio | Turvallisuus ja puolustus
Hakusana demokratia | EU:n rahoituksen jakautuminen | EU:n talous- ja raha-asiat | EU:n talousarvio | EU:n tehtävä

kansainvälisissä asioissa | EU:n tuki | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | eurooppalainen naapuruuden
ja kumppanuuden väline | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET |
kansalaisyhteiskunta | liittymistä edeltävä tuki | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus
| poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA | rauhanturvaaminen | talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE

Yhteenveto This study evaluates the performance of the EU external financing instruments (EFIs) in the light of the results of the
European Commission’s mid-term review and discussions on their post-2020 architecture. This evaluation finds that
the existing architecture and geographic/thematic coverage of the EFIs has, overall, been relevant to the EU policy
objectives set in 2014. However, they were less responsive to recipients’ needs, and implementation weaknesses
persist. At the strategic level, weaknesses in EFIs that need attention in the post-2020 architecture include: balancing
short-term expediency with long-term needs; ensuring EU security needs and interests do not marginalise EU values;
and safeguarding the development-oriented agenda of EFIs. At an operational level, the EFIs need to overcome the
‘silo’ approach to implementation, and develop solid monitoring and evaluation systems that assess the EFIs’ impact in
recipient countries. This study provides options for tackling these limitations, including the need to integrate
simplification, ensure sustainability of EU action, strengthen flexibility while remaining consistent and committed to EU
fundamental values, create multi-actor partnerships, link EU action to EU strategies, and strengthen EU strategic
communication. The annexed expert paper found that EU support to civil society in Turkey, Ukraine and Egypt has
improved in recent years, but it still struggles to meet new challenges. Neither radical simplification of the EFIs nor a
dedicated civil society instrument would necessarily improve civil society support, and may involve serious drawbacks.
The EU’s most pressing challenges are to link civil society more effectively to reform-oriented aid; find ways to support
new civic actors; temper the current assault on civil society organisations; and to find more nuanced ways to link civil
society to strategic goals.
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Democracy support in EU external policy
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 27-02-2018
Tekijä ZAMFIR Ionel

Toimiala Demokratia | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana demokratia | EP:n päätöslauselma | EU:n rahasto | EU:n talous- ja raha-asiat | Euroopan naapuruuspolitiikka |

Euroopan rakentamistyö | Euroopan ulkosuhdehallinto | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | Euroopan
unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | hallintotapa | ihmisoikeudet | kahdenväliset suhteet | kansainvälinen
politiikka | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kansalaisyhteiskunta | kauppasopimus (EU) | kestävä kehitys | kolmas maa
| oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA |
talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE | täytäntöönpanovalta ja julkinen hallinto | vaalien oikeellisuuden valvonta |
vaalimenettely ja äänestäminen | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto The EU's policy of external democracy support has gained momentum, particularly after the entry into force of the
Lisbon Treaty, which defined democracy as a fundamental principle of the Union, to be enshrined in all policies of
external significance. Subsequently, several policy documents have outlined strategic orientations and sought ways to
enhance implementation and policy coherence and effectiveness, a need often recognised by EU stakeholders and
other players. The EU has deployed all the tools at its disposal in order to support democracy and democratisation
processes across the world. These tools range from political and diplomatic efforts, including political and human rights
dialogues, to development aid instruments and extensive support for civil society and human rights defenders. As a
result, democracy support has become better integrated into the EU's external policies, particularly in the area of
development, and better inter-linked with measures to protect human rights and the space needed for civil society to
thrive. The EU is the biggest commercial bloc and development aid donor in the world, and therefore has considerable
leverage over its partner countries. However, as the EU does not want to use its power in a coercive manner, it has
sought to move away from a classical relationship of donor conditionality to one of equal partnership, recognising that
domestic dynamics and local ownership in third countries are essential for democratic progress. It has used sanctions
mechanisms in its bilateral agreements and unilateral trade preferences mainly as a constructive tool to open dialogue
and find solutions based on consultation and cooperation.
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North Korean human rights abuses
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 22-02-2018
Tekijä D'AMBROGIO Enrico

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | diktatuuri | ihmisoikeudet | Japani | kansainvälinen pakote | kansainvälinen politiikka |

KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | kansainväliset neuvottelut | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | keskitysleiri | Kiina |
MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | Pohjois-Korea | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen
kehys | POLITIIKKA | talousmaantiede | TYÖLLISYYS JA TYÖ | työolot | työolot ja työn järjestäminen | Yhdistyneet
Kansakunnat | YK:n ihmisoikeusneuvosto

Yhteenveto In February 2018, the world was exposed to cheerful images of Kim Jong-un's sister, Kim Yo-jong, smiling and shaking
hands with the South Korean president Moon Jae-in, and of North and South Koreans marching together under the
same flag, while an all-female squad of cheerleaders dressed in red occasionally upstaged the athletes at the
PyeongChang Winter Olympics. Against this charm offensive, a few dozen kilometres north, far from the spotlight, up
to 120 000 political prisoners continued experiencing atrocities in inhumane political prison camps, known as kwanliso.
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Enhancing EU actions on economic, social and cultural rights within its human rights policy
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 22-02-2018
Ulkopuolinen laatija Annabel EGAN, Ireland; Laurent PECH, Colm O’CINNEIDE

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet
Hakusana avun ehdot | elintaso | EU:n tehtävä kansainvälisissä asioissa | EU:n toiminta | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN

UNIONI | henkilöstö- ja palkkahallinto | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen oikeus | kansainvälinen politiikka |
kansainvälinen työoikeus | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kansallinen tilinpito | kehitysapu | kestävä kehitys | köyhyys
| oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeus koulutukseen | samapalkkaisuus | sosiaalinen elämä | sosiaalinen integraatio
| sukupuolten tasa-arvo | talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE | TYÖLLISYYS JA TYÖ | työolot | työolot ja työn
järjestäminen | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | yhteistyöpolitiikka | YK:n yleissopimus

Yhteenveto Article 21 of the Treaty on the European Union (TEU) affirms that the EU’s external action should be guided by the
principle of ‘the universality and indivisibility of human rights’. However, economic, social and cultural rights (ESC
rights) have received less attention than their civil and political counterparts within this sphere of EU activity. This study
analyses the progress made by the EU in implementing its commitment to respect, protect and fulfil ESC rights in its
external action, making specific reference to three such rights – namely the right to just and favourable conditions of
work, the right to an adequate standard of living and the right to education. This study also identifies structural
obstacles that may be impeding the ability of the EU to promote these rights in an effective manner, and offers a set of
concrete recommendations which aim to further enhance EU action in this regard.
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Yhteenveto While EU-Russia relations had long been difficult, in 2014 they took an abrupt turn for the worse, after Russia illegally
annexed Crimea and fomented separatist insurgencies in eastern Ukraine. To date, little progress has been made
towards ending the Ukraine conflict. In addition, new sources of tension have emerged, for example: Russia's military
backing for the Assad regime in Syria, and alleged Russian interference in EU politics. In the short term, an easing of
tensions seems unlikely. In March 2016, EU foreign ministers and the EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs and
Security Policy, Federica Mogherini, agreed on five guiding principles for EU-Russia relations: full implementation of
the Minsk agreements; closer ties with Russia's former Soviet neighbours; strengthening EU resilience to Russian
threats; selective engagement with Russia on certain issues such as counter-terrorism; and support for people-to-
people contacts. Implementing each of these principles faces major difficulties. The EU is unlikely to lift sanctions
against Russia while implementation of the Minsk agreements remains stalled; the EU's Eastern Neighbourhood
remains a zone of confrontation; EU security is threatened by dependence on Russian energy imports and the
destabilising effects of aggressive propaganda; EU-Russia cooperation on international issues has become a victim of
tensions between the two sides; repressive Russian legislation obstructs EU support for Russian civil society;
diplomatic tensions are mirrored by mutual suspicion between ordinary EU citizens and Russians. This is an updated
edition of a briefing from October 2016.

Briefing EN

Human rights in Ukraine and the EU response, including relevant activities of the European Parliament
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Yhteenveto The present study provides an overview of how the European Union and the European Parliament (EP) contribute to
the promotion and protection of human rights in Ukraine. The analysis adopts an institutional approach, separately
addressing the role of the various EP bodies involved, such as the plenary itself and the Subcommittee on Human
Rights (DROI). The actions of the EU-Ukraine Parliamentary Association Committee (PAC), a parliamentary body
created by the Association Agreement, as well as those of the European Parliament’s Delegation to the PAC are
included in this analysis. The territories controlled by the Ukrainian government and those that are temporarily
occupied, namely Crimea and parts of eastern Ukraine, are addressed separately in the study. In terms of thematic
focus, the EP’s activities aimed at human rights promotion have been dominated by the issue of the Crimean Tatars,
the Ukrainian political prisoners illegally held in Russia, and the human rights situation in eastern Ukraine. The most
significant conclusion is that the more entrenched the violation of Ukraine’s territorial integrity becomes, the wider the
spectrum of human rights issues extends, in protection of which the EP is able to step to the fore and take action. A
summary of the contents of relevant EP actions can be found in the Annex to the study, together with a graphical
visualisation of key data.
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Yhteenveto Senegal is one of the most politically stable countries in Africa. Free and fair presidential elections in March 2012, for
which the EU deployed an Election Expert Mission (EEM), brought Macky Sall to the presidency.  The regular
organisation of legislative elections, political pluralism, a free press, and a vibrant civil society are all proof of Senegal's
democratic culture.
Senegal has a long tradition of migration to the EU and other African countries, and today 5 % of its population live
abroad. Remittances account for more than 10 % of GDP. As a priority partner in the Migration Partnership
Framework, Senegal has been constructive in the political dialogue on migration, while maintaining its position that
more should be done on legal migration into the EU. Senegal is one of the main benificiaries of the EU Trust Fund.
Development cooperation, still at the core of relations with Senegal, has been structured to ensure increased
coordination between the EU, Member States, and the Senegalese authorities. The challenge going forward will be to
ensure that Senegal honours its commitments on the readmission of irregular migrants, and encourage progress on
human rights.
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Yhteenveto Following a relevant request by the Committee on Constitutional Affairs, the Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and
Constitutional Affairs has been compiling, on a regular basis, academic and scholarly material related to the process
of, and the negotiations on, the withdrawal of the UK from the EU. Since the June 2016 referendum in the UK, Brexit-
related literature has grown significantly and it is probably going to expand further in the future. Thus, this compilation
is far from exhaustive; rather, it identifies some of the more useful articles, taking into account, in particular, the
following elements:
• Scholarly rather than a journalistic character of the publication
• Originality and interest
• Recent publication
• Be of interest for the EU
• Constitutional or institutional relevance.
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Yhteenveto This paper explains the technology of RFID chip implants; explores current applications, and considers legal, ethical,
health, and security issues relating to their potential use in the workplace. The study was commissioned by Policy
Department A for the Employment and Social Affairs Committee (EMPL).
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Yhteenveto Indigenous children with disabilities (ICwD) have received little attention in academic research and development
policies. However, they face discrimination at many levels, based on ethnicity, age, ability and gender and this often
leads to serious human rights violations. The lack of data, both on the prevalence of disabilities among indigenous
children and young people and on specific violations of their human rights, is a serious constraint to any policy
intended to respect, protect and promote their human rights. This study seeks to identify these gaps, point to certain
patterns and recommend ways of improving data collection and the situation of ICwD in future.
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Yhteenveto Since 11 September 2001, the European Union has been increasingly confronted by religious crises in a world in
which globalisation is reshaping religious demography. In parallel with similar developments in the Member States and
the United States, the EU has developed instruments to give greater consideration to religious trends when addressing
human rights concerns and engaging key partner countries. Faith-based organisations are playing a pivotal role in a
number of new fields, including climate change, development, and conflict resolution, and the EU is taking them
increasingly into account. In addition, religion plays an important role in the internal and external policies of some key
EU partners, as this study shows in annexes. That is why this field is slowly emerging as a new dimension in the EU's
external policies. The annexes in this paper, concerning individual countries, were drafted by Naja Bentzen, Gisela
Grieger, Beatrix Immenkamp, Elena Lazarou, Velina Lilyanova, Martin Russell, Alexandra Friede and Jessica Park.

Selvitys DE, EN, FR

EU support for human rights defenders around the world
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 07-12-2017
Tekijä ZAMFIR Ionel

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet
Hakusana EU:n rahoituksen jakautuminen | EU:n talous- ja raha-asiat | EU:n tuki | EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet |

KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kansalaisyhteiskunta | kolmas maa | muut kuin
hallitusten väliset järjestöt | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | POLITIIKKA |
talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE | valtioista riippumaton järjestö | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto Support for human rights defenders (HRDs) is a long established component of the EU's external human rights policy
and one of its major priorities. With the adoption of Guidelines on HRDs in 2004, the EU established a set of concrete
measures for ensuring the protection of HRDs at risk, including the provision of emergency aid. The guidelines
encourage EU diplomats to take a more proactive approach by establishing contact with HRDs and intervening on their
behalf when they are at risk. Furthermore, the European Commission manages a financial instrument in support of
HRDs working in the world's most dangerous situations. Today, EU support is all the more important, as the
environment in which HRDs operate is increasingly restrictive and HRDs have been facing a growing number of
threats. The European Parliament has been a long-time advocate of a comprehensive EU policy on HRDs and has
actively contributed to its shaping. It has drawn attention to the difficulties confronting HRDs in many countries through
its urgency resolutions on human rights breaches in the world, some of which have focused on individual HRDs and
the particular threats they face. It has also organised hearings with HRDs, issued statements about cases of HRDs at
risk, and highlighted the plight of HRDs during visits by its delegations to the countries concerned. The Parliament's
Sakharov Prize is the EU's most visible action in favour of HRDs. It has a significant impact on laureates, providing
them with recognition and, in many cases, indirect protection. This an updated version of a briefing from December
2015: PE 573.879.
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Yhteenveto In December 2017, the European Parliament is due to vote on whether to give consent to an Enhanced Partnership
and Cooperation Agreement with Kazakhstan, which would replace a 1995 agreement.

Lyhyesti DE, EN, ES, FR, IT, PL

19-04-2024 Lähde : © Euroopan unioni, 2024 - EP 87

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_IDA(2017)614612
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2017/614612/EPRS_IDA(2017)614612_DE.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2017/614612/EPRS_IDA(2017)614612_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2017/614612/EPRS_IDA(2017)614612_FR.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_BRI(2017)614626
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/614626/EPRS_BRI(2017)614626_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/614626/EPRS_BRI(2017)614626_FR.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_ATA(2017)614617
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2017/614617/EPRS_ATA(2017)614617_DE.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2017/614617/EPRS_ATA(2017)614617_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2017/614617/EPRS_ATA(2017)614617_ES.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2017/614617/EPRS_ATA(2017)614617_FR.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2017/614617/EPRS_ATA(2017)614617_IT.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2017/614617/EPRS_ATA(2017)614617_PL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/fi/legal-notice


The 2017 Sakharov Prize
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 05-12-2017
Tekijä GOMEZ RAMIREZ Enrique

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu
Hakusana Amerikka | Euroopan parlamentti | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta |

ihmisoikeudet | ihmisoikeusliike | kansallinen parlamentti | kunnianosoitus | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet |
OIKEUS | oikeusorganisaatio | parlamentti | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | poliittinen
maantiede | poliittinen oppositio | poliittinen tilanne | poliittinen vanki | POLITIIKKA | siviilioikeus | sosiaalinen elämä |
talousmaantiede | vallan väärinkäyttö | vallanjako | valtion harjoittama väkivalta | Venezuela | YHTEISKUNNALLISET
KYSYMYKSET | ylioikeus

Yhteenveto Established in 1988 by the European Parliament, the Sakharov Prize for freedom of thought is awarded each year in
December to individuals or organisations for their outstanding achievements in upholding human rights and
fundamental freedoms. By awarding the 2017 Prize to the Venezuelan Opposition, the Parliament denounces the
situation in Venezuela, re-affirms its support to the democratically elected National Assembly, calls for a peaceful
transition to democracy, and pays tribute to the Venezuelan people, in particular to those who have been unjustly jailed
for expressing their opinions.
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Yhteenveto Short presentation of two Sakharov Prize Finalists 2017.
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Yhteenveto Geographically distant and without historical ties to the region, the USA has never been a major player in Central Asia.
However, both sides stand to gain from closer ties: for the USA, Central Asian countries are key partners in meeting
security challenges; for Central Asia, benefits could include increased investment and reduced dependence on Russia
and China, the two main regional powers.
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Yhteenveto With its strategy paper entitled ‘Trade for all’ in 2015, the Commission launched an EU trade policy that focussed on
values such as human rights, workers’ rights, environmental protection and sustainable development. The idea was
that free trade should be fair for both consumers in Europe and for citizens elsewhere. This approach was pursued in
bilateral trade negotiations and in legislative proposals on, for example, conflict minerals, dual-use goods or the
investment court system. But by the end of 2016 the tenor of the debate on international trade had changed, shifting
the focus to national interests and fairness for consumers and producers at home. The UK’s decision to withdraw from
the EU and the election of President Trump in the US, together with the expiry of the clause recognising China’s non-
market economy status, contributed to this shift. The European Parliament has played a crucial role in shaping the
direction of EU trade policy. While its 2015 resolution on the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) set
the values-based trade agenda, its resolutions in 2016 and 2017 on China’s market economy status and global value
chains reflected the shift in values. The Commission is seeking to balance free and fair trade but new challenges lie
ahead, notably in the EU’s neighbourhood: Russia, the Eastern Partnership, Turkey and the UK’s withdrawal from the
EU.
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Yhteenveto Support to democracy, good governance and human rights is a central component of EU cooperation with Africa, and
of EU development aid to the continent, under the different frameworks shaping relations with African countries, such
as the ACP framework for Sub-Saharan Africa, the Neighbourhood Policy for North Africa, and the Africa-EU Joint
Strategy for cooperation at continental level. EU support is all the more important as democracy in many African
countries is recent and still fragile. Democratic progress has had its ups and downs on the African continent since the
1990s wave of democratisation. On the whole, the number of free countries has stagnated, and progress on good
governance indicators has been slow. Popular support for democratic systems in African countries remains however
high, justifying EU efforts to promote democracy. The EU has a vast array of tools at its disposal. It has used the
conditionality enshrined in its bilateral agreements to respond to serious political crises, particularly in Africa. EU
budget support, which is vital to several African countries, has been subject to similar democratic and human rights
conditionality. EU development aid includes an important component supporting good governance and rule of law. The
EU has become an important partner in election observation and democracy assistance, and most of Africa has
received EU missions. However, whether these tools of democracy support can make a significant difference remains
a complicated issue. Much depends on conditions on the ground and the willingness of the partner governments to
make progress. As the EU is about to redefine its priorities for cooperation with the African continent, democracy and
good governance are acknowledged as a central pillar of resilience, strongly interlinked with peace and stability.
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Yhteenveto As the EU and Africa prepare to redefine their priorities for cooperation under the framework of the Africa-EU Joint
Strategy adopted ten years ago, the focus is on the need to invest in youth. The issue has become prominent against
the background of demographic growth in Africa and increasing irregular migration from the continent to Europe. The
European Parliament has outlined its recommendations, ahead of the EU-Africa summit scheduled for the end of
November. This is an updated version of an 'at a glance' note published prior to the November I plenary session - PE
608.801.
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Yhteenveto The creation of the African Union (AU) in 2002 sparked hopes for the start of a new era in African integration. New
institutional mechanisms and norms have been put in place to accomplish the AU’s ambitious objectives in the area of
peace, human rights and democratic governance. Despite the promise of these objectives, they have yet to become
fully effective and legitimate, as many member states still need to fulfil their commitments and sign the necessary legal
instruments.
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Yhteenveto The Cotonou Agreement, a treaty binding the EU and 78 ACP countries, the majority of them from sub-Saharan Africa,
is set to expire in 2020. Since its inception in 2000, major changes have occurred and new issues have emerged,
requiring a broader approach. For the African states parties to the Cotonou Agreement, the Joint Africa-EU strategy
could be an appropriate platform to reflect on their future relations with the EU.

Lyhyesti EN

The Joint Africa-EU Strategy
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 15-11-2017
Ulkopuolinen laatija Nicoletta PIROZZI, Institutional Relations Manager & Head of Programme, Istituto Affari Internazional, Italy, Nicoló

SARTORI, Senior Fellow & Head of Programme, Istituto Affari Internazionali, Italy, Bernardo VENTURI, Researcher,
Istituto Affari Internazionali, Italy

Toimiala Demokratia | EU:n demokratia sekä institutionaalinen ja parlamentaarinen oikeus | Globaali hallinta | Ihmisoikeudet |
Kansainvälinen julkisoikeus | Kansainvälinen kauppa | Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu | Koulutus | Talous- ja raha-
asiat | Turvallisuus ja puolustus | Ulkosuhteet | Ympäristö

Hakusana Afrikka | Afrikka | ENERGIA | energiapolitiikka | energiapolitiikka | EU:n strategia | Euroopan rakentamistyö |
EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin suhteet | FINANSSIASIAT | ihmisoikeudet | ilmastonmuutospolitiikka |
inhimillinen kehitys | investointien edistäminen | kansainvälinen politiikka | kansainvälinen turvallisuus |
KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kehitysapu | kestävä kehitys | kestävä maatalous | konfliktien torjuminen |
MAANTIEDE | MAATALOUS, METSÄTALOUS JA KALASTUS | maatalouspolitiikka | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS |
pohjoisen ja etelän suhteet | rahoitus ja investointi | rauhanturvaaminen | siirtolaispolitiikka | siirtolaisuus | taloudellinen
yhdentyminen | talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE | valtiorakenteiden kehittäminen | YHTEISKUNNALLISET
KYSYMYKSET | yhteistyöpolitiikka | YMPÄRISTÖ | ympäristöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto Implementation of the Joint Africa-EU Strategy (JAES) has taken place in a rapidly evolving political scenario at the
global level and specifically within Europe and Africa. The overarching objectives identified in 2007 still remain valid,
but concrete priorities now need to be adapted to the new reality. At the strategic level, a refinement of the Africa-EU
partnership has become urgent following the adoption of Agenda 2063 and the EU Global Strategy. At policy level,
lessons learned from the implementation of the Roadmap 2014-17 and the way ahead indicated in the Joint
Communication of May 2017 should be taken into account. Ten years after its adoption and with a view to the next AU-
EU Summit, being held in Abidjan on 29-30 November 2017, it is crucial to re-assess the strategy’s validity on the
basis of achievements and shortfalls, also in its parliamentary dimension, with regard to the fulfilment of its objectives
in an evolving context.
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Yhteenveto This briefing note provides an update on developments in the implementation of the UNCRPD in the EU since the
study "The Protection Role of the Committee on Petitions in the Context of the Implementation of the UN Convention
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities", requested by PETI in 2015 and updated in 2016. It reviews the
recommendations of that study and identifies the key challenges regarding the European Parliament’s responsibilities
in relation to the UN CRPD and other EU institutions. There have been developments in legislation, increased visibility
for disability issues in the open methods of co-ordination, and progress on disability data and indicators for rights
monitoring. However, some long-standing blockages remain and few of the PETI study recommendations have been
actioned.
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Yhteenveto This study was commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the FEMM Committee.
This study has three main objectives: 1) providing an overview of the progress made by EU Member States in the area
of violence against women; 2) presenting the state of play of the ratification or implementation of the Istanbul
Convention by Member States; and 3) analysing the EU accession to the Istanbul Convention and its consequences.
The study concludes with policy recommendations on the role of the European Parliament in monitoring the process of
implementation of the Istanbul Convention.
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Yhteenveto As the EU and Africa prepare to redefine their priorities for cooperation under the framework of the Africa-EU Joint
Strategy adopted ten years ago, the European Parliament will debate, during the first November plenary session, a
resolution outlining its position on the issue, ahead of the EU-Africa summit scheduled for the end of November. This
summit will focus on the need to invest in youth. The issue has become prominent against the background of
demographic growth in Africa and increasing irregular migration from the continent to Europe.
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Yhteenveto The EU is currently reshaping its relationship with Armenia and Azerbaijan through new agreements for which the
negotiations ended (Armenia) or started (Azerbaijan) in February 2017.
After Yerevan’s decision to join the EAEU (thereby renouncing to sign an AA/DCFTA), the initialling of the CEPA
provides a new impetus to EU-Armenia relations. It highlights Armenia’s lingering interest in developing closer ties with
the EU and provides a vivid illustration of the EU’s readiness to respond to EaP countries’ specific needs and
circumstances. The CEPA is also a clear indication that the EU has not engaged in a zero-sum game with Russia and
is willing to exploit any opportunity to further its links with EaP countries.
The launch of negotiations on a new EU-Azerbaijan agreement – in spite of serious political and human rights
problems in the country – results from several intertwined factors, including the EU’s energy security needs and Baku’s
increasing bargaining power. At this stage, Azerbaijan is interested only in forms of cooperation that are not
challenging the political status quo. However, the decline in both world oil prices and domestic oil production in this
country is creating bargaining opportunities for the EU in what promises to be a difficult negotiation.
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Yhteenveto The Development Cooperation Instrument (DCI) is the main financial instrument in the EU budget for funding aid to
developing countries, and as such complements the European Development Fund, which is outside the EU budget.
The primary objective of the DCI is to alleviate poverty, but it also contributes to other international priorities of the EU
such as the UN's post-2015 Development Agenda; sustainable economic, social and environmental development; and
the promotion of democracy, the rule of law, good governance and respect for human rights.

Briefing EN

Plight of the Rohingya minority in Myanmar/Burma
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 15-09-2017
Tekijä RUSSELL Martin

Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | Burma/Myanmar | etninen puhdistus | etninen syrjintä | EU:n tehtävä kansainvälisissä asioissa |

Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet | islamilainen | kansainvälinen oikeus | kansainvälinen
turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kansalaisuutta vailla oleva | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet |
OIKEUS | pakolaisapu | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA | sosiaalinen kehys |
sotilashallitus | talousmaantiede | tukahduttaminen | uskonnollinen syrjintä | vähemmistön suojelu |
YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto The brutal military crackdown since October 2016 in Myanmar/Burma's Rakhine State has highlighted the tragic
situation of Muslim Rohingya, often described as one of the most persecuted minorities in the world. Deprived of
citizenship and basic freedoms at home, those who risk their lives to escape can at best hope for a precarious
existence abroad. This text updates an earlier 'at a glance note', published in February 2017 - PE 599.257.
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Yhteenveto The EU and India – two multicultural democracies with a constitutional structure containing elements of federalism –
potentially have much in common. However, they face different geopolitical concerns; the fact that each party's
attention is focused on its own neighbours (in the case of New Delhi, this translates into a 'Chinese obsession'), has
prevented them from developing the strategic partnership they had agreed upon in 2004. The stalemate in negotiations
for a free trade agreement, which started in 2007 and reached deadlock in 2013, has also hindered progress towards
closer relations. In India, although the EU does not get much media coverage, it is generally viewed positively. Both
the Indian leadership and the general public have a stronger perception of individual Member States than of the EU as
an entity, whereas the Indian elite is more aware of the European Union. Several Indian observers regret the EU's
attitude of 'preaching and finger pointing'. Even though the latest EU-India Summit held in 2016 did not succeed in
making a breakthrough in the negotiations for a free trade agreement, it endorsed the EU-India Agenda for Action 2020
as a common roadmap aimed at reviving the strategic partnership between the two parties. While waiting for economic
relations to develop further, the two could focus on other possible areas of cooperation such as maritime security and
coordination of activities in the Middle East and Afghanistan.
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Yhteenveto Euroopan unioni pitää ensisijaisen tärkeänä tukea demokratiaa maailman eri maissa. Demokratia on yhä ainoa
hallintojärjestelmä, jossa ihmiset voivat täysin toteuttaa ihmisoikeuksiaan, ja myös kehityksen ja pitkän aikavälin
vakauden kannalta määräävä tekijä. Ainoana suorilla vaaleilla valittuna EU:n toimielimenä Euroopan parlamentti on
erityisesti sitoutunut edistämään demokratiaa.
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Yhteenveto Euroopan unionilla on yhteistyösopimuksia Persianlahden yhteistyöneuvoston (alueellinen järjestö, johon kuuluvat
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi-Arabia ja Yhdistyneet arabiemiirikunnat) ja Jemenin kanssa sekä kumppanuus-
ja yhteistyösopimus Irakin kanssa. Unionilla ei tällä hetkellä ole sopimuksiin perustuvia suhteita Iraniin, mutta
suhteiden syventämiseen on hyvät mahdollisuudet.
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Yhteenveto Vuodesta 2014 alkaen Krimin laiton liittäminen Venäjään, Venäjän tuki kapinallisille Itä-Ukrainassa sekä sen
naapurialueillaan harjoittama toiminta ja sisäiset tapahtumat ovat kiristäneet EU:n ja Venäjän suhteita. Vuonna 2016
Venäjän asenteet muuttuivat tiukemmiksi kansainvälisissä kysymyksissä ja sen pommitukset Syyriassa nostattivat
vastalauseita. Vuodesta 2014 EU on säännöllisesti uusinut rajoittavat toimenpiteensä Venäjää vastaan. EU ja Venäjä
ovat kuitenkin edelleenkin hyvin riippuvaisia toisistaan ja EU soveltaa ”valikoivan sitoutumisen” toimintatapaa.
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Yhteenveto Euroopan unioni on sitoutunut edistämään ulkosuhteissaan demokratiaa ja ihmisoikeuksia unionin perusperiaatteiden
eli vapauden, demokratian, ihmisoikeuksien ja perusoikeuksien kunnioittamisen ja oikeusvaltion periaatteiden
mukaisesti. Se pyrkii sisällyttämään ihmisoikeuskysymykset kaikkiin politiikkoihinsa ja ohjelmiinsa, ja sillä on useita
ihmisoikeuspolitiikan välineitä eri toimia varten. Esimerkiksi yksittäisiä hankkeita voidaan rahoittaa unionin
rahoitusvälineistä.
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Yhteenveto EU:n kauppa- ja kehitysyhteistyöpolitiikka on määritelty vuonna 2012 annetussa tiedonannossa ”Kauppa, kasvu ja
kehitys”. Siinä keskitytään apua eniten tarvitseviin maihin. Yleinen tullietuusjärjestelmä on säilytetty vähiten
kehittyneille maille samoin kuin ”Kaikki paitsi aseet” -menettely, kun taas etuuskohtelu vähiten kehittyneisiin maihin
kuulumattomille AKT-maille on korvattu talouskumppanuussopimuksilla, joihin sisältyy kehityskomponentti. Uutta EU:n
kauppaa tukevaa kehitysavun strategiaa, jonka tavoitteena on auttaa kehitysmaita kaupankäyntivalmiuksien
kehittämisessä, valmistellaan parhaillaan, ja se perustuu komission uuteen tiedonantoon. EU tukee WTO:n
kehityskierrosta ja ratifioi lokakuussa 2015 kaupan helpottamista koskevan sopimuksen.
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Yhteenveto EU:n ja Afrikan välisiä suhteita säännellään Cotonoun sopimuksella ja yhteisellä EU–Afrikka-strategialla, joissa
kummassakin on poliittisia, taloudellisia ja kehitykseen liittyviä ulottuvuuksia. EU toimii aktiivisesti rauhan ja
turvallisuuden edistämiseksi Afrikassa ja käy Afrikan unionin kanssa vuoropuhelua eri politiikanaloilla ja myös
demokratian ja ihmisoikeuksien alan kysymyksistä. Muuttoliikkeestä on tullut Afrikan ja EU:n välisten suhteiden
ydinkysymys. Euroopan kehitysrahasto on edelleen EU:n Afrikan kanssa tekemän kehitysyhteistyön tärkein
rahoituslähde.
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Yhteenveto Kehityspolitiikka on yksi Euroopan unionin ulkoisen toiminnan avainaloista. Alun perin unioni keskittyi Afrikan, Karibian
ja Tyynenmeren valtioihin, mutta nykyään se toimii yhdessä noin 160 maan kanssa eri puolilla maailmaa. Unionin
kehityspolitiikan päätavoite on köyhyyden poistaminen. Muita tavoitteita ovat ihmisoikeuksien ja demokratian
puolustaminen, sukupuolten tasa-arvon edistäminen sekä ympäristö- ja ilmastohaasteisiin vastaaminen. Unioni on
maailman suurin kehitysavun antaja.
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Yhteenveto EU:n Keski-Aasian strategia, jota tarkistettiin viimeksi vuonna 2015, täyttää tänä vuonna 10 vuotta. Sillä pyritään
saamaan aikaan vakautta ja hyvinvointia ja edistämään avoimia yhteiskuntia, oikeusvaltiota, demokratisointia sekä
yhteistyötä energiaturvallisuuden ja tuotannon monipuolistamisen alalla. Parlamentti on korostanut ihmisoikeuksien,
hyvän hallinnon ja yhteiskunnallisen kehityksen merkitystä. Kehityksen ja demokratian taso vaihtelevat huomattavasti
Keski-Aasian maissa, ja EU mukauttaa lähestymistapaansa niiden mukaisesti.
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Yhteenveto By looking at the current social, economic and political trends in Latin America and the Caribbean and at recent
developments in the EU’s relation with the region, this study explores windows of opportunity for advancing the EU-
Latin American strategic partnership. It is argued that, although asymmetries between Europe and Latin America might
impact and diminish the bi-regional relationship, the EU is well-positioned to play a more active role in Latin America by
strengthening existing institutional links, such as the strategic bi-regional partnership between the EU and the
Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC) and the Euro-Latin America Parliamentary Assembly
(EuroLat). The study concludes with tailor-made recommendations in order to advance the EU’s engagement and
cooperation with individual Latin American countries and with the region as a whole, both through traditional
cooperative channels and through closer parliamentary links within the framework of EuroLat.
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Yhteenveto The Political Dialogue and Cooperation Agreement (PDCA) between the EU and Cuba, endorsed by the European
Parliament (EP) on 5 July 2017, opens a new phase in EU-Cuba relations. Until now Cuba was the only country in
Latin America without a cooperation or political dialogue agreement with the EU. The PDCA creates a framework for
political dialogue and closer bilateral cooperation, including in trade. The parts of the agreement (mostly related to
cooperation and trade issues) that fall within EU competence can already be applied provisionally, but the agreement
will only enter into force in full after it has been ratified in all the EU Member States.
Since negotiations on the PDCA began in 2014, Cuba’s relations with the EU and individual Member States have
intensified considerably. For the EU, the PDCA is a tool for supporting a process of change and modernisation in
Cuba, while for Cuba it represents the ‘normalisation’ of the relationship with an important economic and trade partner
and helps it to diversify its external relations.
Parliament will focus, in monitoring the implementation of the PDCA, on two areas of particular concern to the EP:
human rights and civil liberties on Cuba, and the role of Cuban civil society.

Selvitys EN

Towards a binding international treaty on business and human rights
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 11-07-2017
Tekijä ZAMFIR Ionel

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Kansainvälinen julkisoikeus | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana demokratia | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen politiikka | kansainvälinen sopimus | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET |

kansalaisyhteiskunta | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys |
POLITIIKKA | ylikansallinen yritys | yrityksen organisaatio | yrityksen sosiaalinen vastuu | yritysmuoto |
YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

Yhteenveto With its extended value chains, economic globalisation has provided numerous opportunities, while also creating
specific challenges, including in the area of human rights protection. The recent history of transnational corporations
contains numerous examples of human rights abuses occurring as a result of their operations. Such corporations are
known to have taken advantage of loose regulatory frameworks in developing countries, corruption, or lack of
accountability resulting from legal rules shielding corporate interests. This situation has created a pressing need to
establish international norms regulating business operations in relation to human rights. So far, the preferred approach
has been 'soft', consisting of the adoption of voluntary guidelines for businesses. Several sets of such norms exist at
international level, the most notable being the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights. Nevertheless,
while such voluntary commitments are clearly useful, they cannot entirely stop gross human rights violations (such as
child labour, labour rights violations and land grabbing) committed by transnational corporations, their subsidiaries or
suppliers. To address the shortcomings of the soft approach, an intergovernmental working group was established
within the UN framework in June 2014, with the task of drafting a binding treaty on human rights and business. After
being reluctant at the outset, the EU has become involved in the negotiations, but has insisted that the future treaty's
scope should include all businesses, not only transnational ones. The European Parliament is a staunch supporter of
this initiative and has encouraged the EU to take a positive and constructive approach.
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Yhteenveto Aasia on kooltaan ja väestömäärältään suurin maanosa, ja sillä on erittäin suuri geostrateginen merkitys EU:lle. EU:lla
on Itä-Aasiassa kolme strategista kumppania: Kiina, Japani ja Korean tasavalta. EU:lla on alueella turvallisuuteen
liittyviä huolenaiheita, kuten Pohjois-Korean ydinuhka sekä kiistelty Etelä-Kiinan meri. EU on voimakas taloudellinen
toimija ja merkittävä kehitysavun ja avun antaja, ja se työskentelee hallintorakenteiden lujittamiseksi ja demokratian,
hyvän hallinnon sekä ihmisoikeuksien edistämiseksi.
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Yhteenveto Until recently, Cuba was the only Latin American country to have no bilateral agreement with the EU. Since 1996, EU
relations with Cuba had been governed by an EU Common Position, which made cooperation, and conclusion of any
bilateral agreement, conditional on visible progress in terms of democracy and respect for human rights. The EU-Cuba
Political Dialogue and Cooperation Agreement (PDCA), signed in 2016, provides a first legal and institutional
framework to normalise EU-Cuba ties. The European Parliament is due to vote on giving its consent to the PDCA in
the July plenary session.
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Yhteenveto Cuba is the only Latin American country to have no bilateral agreement with the EU. Between 1996 and December
2016, relations between the EU and Cuba were governed by the 1996 Common Position, which subordinated
cooperation and the conclusion of any bilateral agreement to the achievement of visible progress in the field of
democracy and human rights on the island. Nevertheless, political dialogue and cooperation were re-launched in 2008,
following a leadership change in the country, and in February 2014 negotiating directives for a bilateral EU-Cuba
Political Dialogue and Cooperation Agreement were adopted by the Council. After seven rounds of negotiation, the
agreement together with the proposal for its conclusion was published by the Commission on 25 November 2016, and
the agreement was signed on 12 December 2016. Its three main chapters concern political dialogue, cooperation and
sectoral policy dialogue, and trade and trade cooperation. Human rights remain a contentious issue. The agreement
has been submitted to the European Parliament for consent to its conclusion. The Committee on Foreign Affairs
adopted a recommendation to give consent and an accompanying report on 20 June 2017; these are due to be voted
during the July 2017 plenary session. The agreement also needs to be ratified by the EU's Member States.
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Yhteenveto This study explores the extent to which processes are in place to enable the delivery of value for money through EU
programme funding in the field of democracy and rule of law. It includes a review of the European Instrument for
Democracy and Human Rights and the Instrument for Stability and Peace. It considers current ways of working and the
potential for improvement. Analysis is based on interviews with EU programme officials and EU delegations, and
related documentary evidence.
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Yhteenveto Euroopan unionin yhteinen ulko- ja turvallisuuspolitiikka (YUTP) luotiin vuonna 1993, ja sitä on sen jälkeen vahvistettu
perussopimuksilla. Nykyään parlamentti seuraa yhteistä ulko- ja turvallisuuspolitiikkaa ja osallistuu sen kehittämiseen
erityisesti tukemalla Euroopan ulkosuhdehallinnon, unionin erityisedustajien ja unionin edustustojen toimintaa.
Parlamentti vaikuttaa talousarviovaltuuksiensa kautta YUTP:n toiminnan laajuuteen sekä unionin ulkoisen toiminnan
rahoitusvälineisiin.
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Yhteenveto Aasia on kooltaan ja väestömäärältään suurin manner, ja sillä on erittäin suuri geostrateginen merkitys EU:lle. EU on
rakentamassa tiiviimpiä suhteita Etelä-Aasian maihin. Intia on nyt EU:n strateginen kumppani. Alueella on EU:lle
kuitenkin turvallisuuteen liittyviä huolenaiheita, kuten Kashmirin konflikti ja Afganistan. EU on voimakas taloudellinen
toimija ja merkittävä kehitysavun ja avun antaja, ja se työskentelee hallintorakenteiden lujittamiseksi ja demokratian,
hyvän hallinnon sekä ihmisoikeuksien edistämiseksi.
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Yhteenveto Aasia on kooltaan ja väestömäärältään suurin manner, ja sillä on erittäin suuri geostrateginen merkitys EU:lle.
Kaakkois-Aasiassa ASEAN ja Asem ovat EU:lle tärkeitä keskustelukumppaneita, ja EU on rakentamassa tiiviimpiä
suhteita alueen maihin. EU on voimakas taloudellinen toimija ja merkittävä kehitysyhteistyön ja avun antaja, ja se
työskentelee hallintorakenteiden lujittamiseksi ja demokratian ja hyvän hallinnon sekä ihmisoikeuksien edistämiseksi.
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Yhteenveto China is a natural strategic partner for the EU, despite fundamental divergences in some areas, mostly related to state
intervention, both in economic and social affairs. Due to growing tensions and geopolitical unpredictability, there is a
window of opportunity to develop closer ties between the EU and China.  The partnership offers mutually beneficial
opportunities, such as comprehensive agreements on investment and on the protection of geographical indications;
aviation and maritime cooperation; and dialogues on human rights and legal affairs.
China is navigating a crucial but complex transformation towards more sustainable growth by rebalancing from
investment to consumption and from manufacturing to services. Overall, this transition is expected to benefit both
China and the world as a whole. Due to economic interdependence, it is also likely to produce certain spill-over effects
that will vary by country and by region. Global integration is fundamental for all economies and no one has an interest
in a trade war or protectionism.
Maintaining public ownership as the mainstay of the Chinese economy is not sustainable. Reforms are needed to
tackle the root causes of overcapacity in various industrial sectors and the role of state owned enterprises. Domestic
concerns, such as lifting millions of people out of poverty and reducing ever-growing income inequalities as well as
endemic corruption, need to be addressed.
China now plays a crucial role in global governance, the rules-based international order and meeting commitments
made in the G20 framework — achieving 'major country' status comes with responsibilities. Beijing has demonstrated
some movement in shifting away from the pursuit of narrow national aims towards a more active foreign and security
policy and increased global financial, economic and peace cooperation. At the same time, China has been increasingly
assertive in its Asian neighbourhood and it has called for restraint from all sides to prevent rapidly escalating tensions
on the Korean peninsula from turning into a disastrous conflict.
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Yhteenveto Belarus – a hesitant participant in the Eastern Partnership (EaP) and traditionally one of Russia's closest allies – has
long tested the limits of the EU's policy projection. The main sticking point in EU-Belarus relations has been and still
remains Minsk's reluctance to commit to democracy, as well as to political and civil rights. In the light of 'positive
political developments' in relations between the European Union and Belarus – owing not least to the Belarusian
authorities' release of six political prisoners in August 2015 – the Council lifted some restrictive measures on Belarus in
February 2016, while extending others for a further year. The Ukraine crisis – during which Minsk hosted important
ceasefire talks – appeared to spark a rethink in both Minsk and Brussels. Growing frictions with Moscow and the
continued economic recession in Russia have put pressure on the social contract between Belarus's leadership and its
citizens, increasing the incentives for Belarus to mend ties with the West, including the EU. However, Minsk's
crackdown on recent protest waves have sparked criticism from the EU and rekindled concern over long-standing
president Alexander Lukashenko's poor human rights record.
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Yhteenveto The autocratic policies pursued by Belarus's long-standing president, Alexander Lukashenko, have strained EU-
Belarus ties over the years. Against this backdrop, the EU has geared all its programmes towards benefiting the
Belarusian people at large. EU-Belarus relations did slowly begin to recover in the wake of the Ukraine crisis, but the
backbone of EU-Belarus cooperation remains civil society support and people-to-people contacts.
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Yhteenveto After the 2013 Rana Plaza garment factory tragedy in Bangladesh, the European Commission pledged to table an EU-
wide flagship initiative to boost responsible management of the garment industry. To date, this initiative has yet to be
launched. A motion for a Parliament resolution, due to be voted at the April II part-session, calls on the Commission to
put forward a legislative proposal and focuses, among other things, on introducing mandatory due diligence for the
supply chains in the industry.
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Yhteenveto Marking the 40th anniversary of the start of their dialogue ASEAN and the EU have agreed to work towards
establishing a strategic partnership. While trade has always been the cornerstone of the relationship - ASEAN is the
EU’s third largest trade partner - the EU’s ambition to expand its role as a global actor demand increased engagement.
Both sides face common challenges that can only be addressed through joint responses that involve all stakeholders.
To be strategic the partnership must embrace all aspects, from trade to energy, from climate change to security issues,
from human rights to sustainable development. Deepening and enhancing relations between one of the most dynamic
region in the world and the largest and most affluent market will bring important benefits to both European and ASEAN
citizens. The last years have seen an increase in contacts but the many challenges faced today by the EU, internally
and in its close neighbourhood, risk to require all attention and put the EU-ASEAN relations at risk. Finally the study
argues that strengthening the parliamentary dimension of the relationship would, besides supporting representative
democracy in Southeast Asia, contribute to maintaining the momentum launched in 2012.
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Yhteenveto The workshop, organised by the Policy Department for Citizens' Rights and Constitutional Affairs upon request by the
Committees on Legal Affairs and on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs of the European Parliament, provides an
opportunity to discuss about the training of judges and of other legal professionals in EU law and in the law of other
Member States. The European Commission, in its 2011 Communication on "Building trust in EU-wide justice", set the
objective of enabling half of the legal practitioners in the EU to participate in European judicial training activities by
2020. The workshop will be an forum to discuss to what extent this objective is being attained, as well as to understand
the existing challenges and good practices that have been developed in the training of several categories of legal
professionals.

Selvitys EN

Workshop on EU-Turkmenistan Relations
Julkaisutyyppi Selvitys

Päivämäärä 27-03-2017
Ulkopuolinen laatija Sébastien Peyrouse and Luca Ancheschi

Toimiala Demokratia | Ihmisoikeudet | Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | ENERGIA | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin suhteet |

ihmisoikeudet | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kansallinen vähemmistö | KAUPPA | kauppapolitiikka | maakaasu |
MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeusvaltio | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys
| poliittinen maantiede | poliittiset oikeudet | POLITIIKKA | rakenteellinen sopeuttaminen | taloudellinen tilanne |
taloudellinen tilanne | taloudellinen yhteistyö | talouden taantuma | talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE | Turkmenistan |
valtion harjoittama väkivalta | vientipolitiikka | yhteistyöpolitiikka | öljyteollisuus

Yhteenveto EU-Turkmenistan relations are in a position to be redefined by the proposed EU-Turkmenistan Partnership and
Cooperation Agreement, which will require the consent of the European Parliament (and of the national parliaments of
the EU member states). This workshop served as a debate platform with the intention of clarifying the understanding of
the current political and societal dynamics in Turkmenistan. Such an agreement should represent a basis to enforce
better standards of human rights, rule of law, and democracy in Turkmenistan, as well as for more intensive economic
cooperation between the EU and Turkmenistan, which currently faces an economic crisis. The two concepts are
apparently complementary but deciding which one constituted the more useful approach for engagement was the
central point that structured the discussion. Regardless of the angle from which they approached the issue, however, a
majority of participants in the workshop debate expressed support for adoption of the treaty, while some NGO
representatives took a more cautious view.
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Yhteenveto The study considers the options for suspending obligations under the EU-ACP Economic Partnership Agreements
(EPAs) in connection with violations of human rights, democratic principles or the rule of law following the expiry of the
Cotonou Agreement in 2020. It outlines the functioning of the human rights clause in the Cotonou Agreement, before
considering the possibilities for suspending the EPAs under their own provisions, or for other reasons in international
law, such as countermeasures. Next, it discusses how any post-2020 arrangements can best continue the existing
mechanisms for human rights conditionality set out in the Cotonou Agreement. In connection with this, this study
proposes certain suggestions for improving future versions of human rights clauses, and considers whether there are
legal obstacles to the invocation of this clause under general international law, principally under WTO law. The study
concludes with a set of comments and recommendations.
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Yhteenveto This report summarises the proceedings of a workshop organised jointly by the European Parliament’s Subcommittee
on Human Rights (DROI) and the Delegation for relations with Iran (D-IR). The purpose of the workshop was to
analyse the most recent developments regarding human rights in Iran since the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) was signed in July 2015 and to explore the options available to the EU in seeking to help improve the
situation. Experts and human rights defenders pointed to the gaps between law and practice in Iran and raised
continuing concerns about the death penalty, political prisoners, prison conditions, arrests of dual nationals, minority
rights and restrictions to internet access. They identified Iran’s dual power structure of elected and non-elected
institutions and corruption as some of the chief constraints to any reform efforts. They said the EU should keep human
rights — including support for the relevant UN mechanisms and efforts — high on its agenda. They said the key factors
for engaging successfully with Iran on human rights in future were clear criteria and benchmarks, detailed knowledge
of the human rights issues at stake and interaction with Iranian civil society both inside and outside Iran.
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Yhteenveto Upon request by the Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality (FEMM) of the European Parliament, this
note provides background information for the FEMM Committee mission to the 61st Session of the Commission on the
Status of Women which will be held at the United Nations Headquarters in New York from 13 to 24 March 2017. The
note focuses on the key priority theme of the 61st Session: "Women’s economic empowerment in the changing world
of work".
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Yhteenveto According to Europol, at least 10 000 migrant and refugee children have gone missing after arriving in Europe. Many of
them are feared to be exploited and abused for sexual or labour purposes. The Parliament has on several occasions
called on the Commission to address the disappearance of migrant children in the EU. The Commission is expected to
make a statement in the March plenary. See also December 2016 EPRS briefing on the vulnerability of
unaccompanied and separated child migrants.
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Yhteenveto Mauritania, an important ally of the EU in the fight against terrorism in the Sahel, faces several inter-related
development challenges: ensuring an efficient use of the revenue derived from natural resources, economic
diversification and improved governance. The severity of these development challenges is increased by difficult
political relations between the three main ethnic groups in the country, the dominant group being the Arab-Berber
Bidhan. They constitute less than one-third of the country’s population, but dominate economically and politically. The
Haratin, the largest group in the country, is made up of descendants of black Africans enslaved by the Bidhan (freed or
still enslaved). The third group in the country is the West Africans or Black Mauritanians. Mauritania’s post-
independence history is marked by repeated attempts by this group to assert its non-Arab identity and claim for a more
equitable share of political and economic power. The tension that these divisions create is a problem in itself, but they
can also be appropriated by violent Islamist insurgencies in the region. The urgency of this challenge is further
complicated by the likelihood of increased climate change effects that the country is currently not adequately prepared
for. This study therefore discusses the main political, economic and development challenges that contemporary
Mauritania is faced with, illustrating how these challenges can only be properly grasped with consideration to their
historical evolution. Based on this, the study investigates the current basis for EU-Mauritania relations and suggests a
select number of policy areas for consideration, as this relationship continues to evolve around issues of mutual
concern such as security and development.
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Yhteenveto The EU is committed to fighting torture and use of the death penalty throughout the world. Both phenomena continue
to afflict a significant number of countries, and trade in torture tools is booming. One of the most important measures
taken by the EU has been its 2005 Regulation imposing restrictions in trade in torture tools. Despite some visible
effects, it has been repeatedly criticised for loopholes which allow trade in goods that could be used for torture,
executions and other ill-treatment, as well as related activities like brokering or advertising such goods to continue.
Responding to a 2010 European Parliament resolution, the European Commission adopted a legislative proposal to
amend the Regulation in 2014. The proposal was criticised by civil society organisations fighting torture since it did not
address all potential loopholes. The EP's International Trade Committee proposed several amendments aiming to
further restrict the trade in torture tools and the provision of related services. The final compromise text, agreed after
three trilogue meetings, reflected most of INTA’s proposals, albeit with certain modifications. It was adopted by the EP
and the Council as such, entering into force in December 2016. This updates a previous edition, of September 2016:
PE 586.659.
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Yhteenveto The democracy clause in the EU-Mexico Global Agreement and by extension the EU-Mexico Free Trade Agreement
calls for respect for fundamental human rights. If these are breached, a sanctioning clause can be invoked. The widely
reported violations of human rights in Mexico are tackled through political dialogue. The agreement includes
cooperation articles on social policy, the results of which are non-binding. Against this background, it is difficult to make
a clear link between the potential effects of human rights related clauses in the Global Agreement on the human rights
situation in Mexico. The EU-Chile Association Agreement (AA) also includes a comprehensive Free Trade Agreement,
which is subject to the democracy clause. More developed than that in the Global Agreement, this clause calls for
respect for fundamental human rights; sustainable economic and social development; and commits parties to good
governance. The AA also includes a suspension clause in case of breach of the democracy clause, and cooperation
provisions, the results of which are non-binding. While these are more detailed than the ones in the Global Agreement,
the impact of the EU-Chile AA on the human rights situation in Chile has been limited in its extent and to specific
aspects of the social policy agenda. In both cases, the monitoring mechanisms of the EU agreements have generally
been implemented properly – even if civil society participation in Chile was institutionalised late. These mechanisms
have played an important role in nurturing cooperation, but the incentives created have not translated into sufficient
pressure for the implementation of human rights related reforms. Rather than the EU FTAs per se impacting on
ensuring the respect of human rights in Mexico and Chile, it is the cumulative effect of the liberalisation of trade in the
two countries, the EU-Mexico Strategic Partnership, the role of all global players, and cooperation with international
donors that have encouraged reform. Ultimately, whether or not reforms in favour of respect of human rights have
been adopted and implemented was the result of domestic politics in Mexico and Chile.
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Yhteenveto At their meeting in Malta on 3 February, 2017, EU heads of states and government endorsed further objectives to ease
the migratory challenge, with a view to stemming irregular migration flows through the central Mediterranean route.
The plan foresees ‘immediate operational measures’ focused on training and supporting the Libyan coastguard in an
effort to interrupt people-smuggling and to increase the number of search and rescue missions. As regards returns, the
EU wants to ensure adequate reception conditions for migrants in Libya, with help from UNHCR and the International
Organisation for Migration. This note offers links to recent commentaries and studies on migration from major
international think-tanks and research institutes. Earlier papers on the same topic can be found in a previous edition of
'What Think Tanks are thinking', published in September 2016.
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Yhteenveto In 2016, Albania came a step closer to EU accession. Despite political struggles, the country set the stage for deep
judicial reform and made progress on its five key priorities. Acknowledging this, the European Commission
recommended starting accession talks as soon as Albania has shown tangible progress in reforming its judiciary,
fighting corruption and holding free and democratic elections.
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Yhteenveto The brutal military crackdown since October 2016 in Myanmar/Burma's Rakhine State has highlighted the tragic
situation of Muslim Rohingya, often described as one of the most persecuted minorities in the world. Deprived of
citizenship and basic freedoms at home, those who risk their lives to escape can at best hope for a precarious
existence abroad.
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Yhteenveto Since the EU adopted its Counter-Terrorism Strategy in 2005, it has focused on forging closer ties with third countries
in the fight against terrorism. Cooperation with the Southern Neighbourhood in this field is particularly important. Every
single country within this region is affected by terrorism to different degrees and terrorist attacks on European soil are
increasingly linked with the Middle East and North Africa.
The EU adopted a wide-ranging counter-terrorism approach in the South including actions that go beyond the strictly
military and security interpretations of counter-terrorism. In line with the UN’s 4-pillar approach, the EU’s counter-
terrorism measures can be broadly subdivided into four fields: (i) building state capacity (particularly in the areas of
border control, criminal investigation and prosecution, and countering the financing of terrorism); (ii) strengthening the
rule of law and respect for human rights; (iii) fostering regional cooperation; and (iv) preventing and combating
terrorism. This study outlines and contextualises current counter-terrorism activities in the region.
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Yhteenveto The EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA), signed in October 2016, is currently at the
ratification stage. This agreement, concluded between like-minded trade partners, represents the new generation of
EU free trade agreements (FTAs), and contains chapters covering sustainable development. The inclusion by the EU
of sustainable development chapters in FTAs concluded with its partners plays a role in ensuring that trade and
investment liberalisation does not lead to a deterioration in environmental and labour conditions. In keeping with this
trade policy practice, developed over the years, trade-related sustainability provisions, including labour and
environmental considerations, are grouped in three chapters (Chapters 22 to 24) within CETA. CETA has only partially
exceeded the dialogue-only approach contained in earlier EU trade agreements and has maintained the exclusion of
trade and sustainable development (TSD) chapters from the scope of the state-to-state dispute settlement (SSDS)
procedure. It also maintains an ad hoc two-stage dispute resolution mechanism already found in the EU-South Korea
FTA. However, this mechanism does not include sanctions and focuses on mutually agreed solutions to problems. This
choice by the EU is due to the still strongly cooperative nature of the TSD chapters. On CETA please refer also to the
'International Agreements in Progress' briefing on the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement with Canada
by Wilhelm Schöllmann.
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Yhteenveto This In-Depth analysis is prepared for the FEMM Committee Delegation Members to Malta on 3-4 February 2017.
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Yhteenveto Protection of human rights is one of the EU's overarching objectives in its external action, in line with the Treaty on
European Union. One of the EU's main tools to promote human rights in third countries is the generalised system of
preferences (GSP), granting certain developing countries preferential trade access to the EU market. Covering 90 third
countries, the scheme includes explicit human rights conditionality, providing that preferences can be withdrawn in
case of massive and systematic violations of core human rights or labour rights norms. A special incentive
arrangement grants further tariff concessions to countries that ratify and implement a series of international
conventions. Based on systematic monitoring by the European Commission, this is the most comprehensive and
detailed human rights mechanism established in the framework of EU common commercial policy. In practice, the EU
has privileged a strategy of incentivising gradual progress through dialogue and monitoring, rather than withdrawing
preferences. Suspension of preferences under GSP is rarely applied and, when it is, it does not have an immediate
and clear impact. The EU's unilateral trade measures to protect human rights are not limited to the GSP. The EU has
taken steps to prohibit or limit trade in items that could cause human rights violations, such as torture and execution
items, or dual use goods. New legislation is being considered on conflict minerals, and the European Parliament has
asked for a proposal for legislation to ban the import of goods produced using child labour. Please click here for the full
publication in PDF format
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Yhteenveto This study reviews the progress of implementation of the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights
(UNGPs) in non-EU countries, five years after their unanimous adoption by the United Nations Human Rights Council
in 2011. Much progress has already been achieved, with i.a. relevant key international standards like OECD
Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises becoming aligned with the UNGPs, new tools being developed to provide
guidance to governments and stakeholders and a basis being set for constructive discussion. This led to increased
awareness and better understanding, building trust and engagement among various stakeholders. Yet, despite all
efforts, business-related human rights abuse is still a serious problem. Further implementation of the UNGPs and
related instruments is thus necessary, with special emphasis needed on access to remedy and justice for victims of
business-related abuses. Less declaration and more real political will is needed, as states’ commitments to develop
National Action Plans implementing the Guiding Principles have been far too slow to materialise, with only twelve
NAPs being launched to date. Yet, the number of ongoing processes is promising, particularly in South America,
although we have yet to see how meaningful and future action oriented their outcomes will be.
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Yhteenveto With EU-Russia relations at a post-Cold War low, people-to-people contacts are an important means of overcoming
mutual hostility. Individuals and organisations from the EU are continuing to cooperate with Russian counterparts,
despite difficulties. On the other hand, there has been a significant downturn in personal travel, and public opinion
mirrors frosty diplomatic relations.
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Yhteenveto Just a few days after the UN's Human Rights Day, marked annually on 10 December, the European Parliament (EP)
will debate its annual resolution on human rights and democracy at the December 2016 plenary session. Addressing
the numerous pressures on human rights encountered in 2015, in its report, Parliament's Committee on Foreign Affairs
(AFET) calls on all the EU institutions and the Member States to place human rights at the centre of EU relations with
all third countries. It calls upon the Member States to lead by example, by speaking with one voice in support of the
indivisibility, interdependence, interrelation and universality of human rights and, in particular, by ratifying all UN
international human rights instruments.
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Yhteenveto • In 2015, Europe provided €68 billion in development aid, which is over 50 % of all global aid efforts, with the main aim
of eradicating poverty.   • EU imports from developing countries are worth €860 billion a year. • Better EU aid
coordination could free €800 million in additional development funding.
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Yhteenveto After decades of authoritarian military rule, South Korea — an East Asian nation on the southern half of the Korean
Peninsula — has opened up politically. The current president, Park Guen-hye, faces a range of domestic problems.
Recently, a corruption scandal triggered widespread protests and caused her approval ratings to plummet.
The US continues to be an important ally in both economic and political terms, particularly in light of deteriorating
relations with North Korea, whose nuclear programme has accelerated in 2016. Economically, South Korea, one of the
world’s most rapidly aging societies, faces major challenges despite its strong growth and export record. Measures are
needed to tackle low employment among women and young people and to support the elderly as well as to promote
social inclusion. The large proportion of irregular workers on the labour market accounts for the big wage gap and high
relative poverty rate. Economic restructuring in China, South Korea’s biggest trading partner, also has a spill-over
effect.
In July 2016, trade between the EU and South Korea was fully liberalised, apart from certain agricultural products,
under the ambitious ‘second generation’ free trade agreement (FTA) signed in 2011. The FTA has benefited both
sides. It does not contain an investment chapter and could be revised to incorporate one. However, public concerns in
both South Korea and the EU would first have to be addressed.
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Yhteenveto Australia has established a refugee policy which has proved highly effective in deterring irregular migrants, but has
attracted much criticism from human rights organisations. Its main drivers have been mandatory detention and offshore
processing of irregular asylum-seekers arriving by boat. Since it was enacted, drownings at sea no longer occur and
irregular migration by boat to its shores has completely stopped. However, the conditions in the offshore centres in
Nauru and Papua New Guinea, where people arriving by boat have been sent, have been criticised as inappropriate by
civil society organisations, and these people's indefinite detention there was deemed to constitute arbitrary detention
under international law. Further to such criticism, recently, the two countries have decided to allow asylum-seekers to
move freely and, if determined to be refugees, to settle in the community. However, the situation of the refugees in the
two countries remains extremely precarious and no lasting solution is yet in sight, despite Australia's efforts to secure
resettlement agreements with other third countries. At the same time, Australia has remained open to asylum-seekers
and refugees who enter through official channels, and is one of the countries admitting most refugees resettled through
the UNHCR. This briefing is an extended and updated version of an earlier publication, from October 2015.
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Yhteenveto The human rights situation in Indonesia has improved considerably thanks to the country's successful democratic
transition, but there are still many concerns – for example, violence against religious minorities and repression of
Papuan separatism. President Jokowi has pledged to resolve historical human rights abuses, but has made little
progress since his election in 2014.
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Yhteenveto After the downfall of former dictator Suharto in 1998, Indonesia underwent a successful democratic transition. Current
President Jokowi heads a coalition government with an ambitious reform agenda tackling some of the country's long-
term problems, but the lack of progress by his predecessors on this front suggests that he will find it difficult to achieve
real change.
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Yhteenveto Despite constitutional guarantees, Vietnam has one of the worst human rights records in south-east Asia, with severely
restricted freedom of expression, as well as a ban on opposition parties and in general on independent organisations.
Recent improvements to LGBTI rights and the criminal justice system are among the few bright spots. EU support for
Vietnamese human rights includes funding and a human rights dialogue.
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Yhteenveto The internationally isolated regime of the Democratic Popular Republic of Korea (or North Korea) needs to build
consensus around the idea that, under the direction of a young dynamic leader, the nation's living standards have
improved amidst vivid economic and technological growth. North Koreans are often forced to contribute their free
labour to campaigns, as a way to attest their devotion to the nation and help make it stronger in the face of its external
enemies. Kim Jong Un's coming to power has helped modernise the image of the North Korean leadership. His sister,
Kim Yo Jong, has been put in charge of Pyongyang's Propaganda and Agitation Department. The regime is building a
nationalistic narrative that increasingly targets young people and elites while keeping information under strict control, in
a country whose population is today less inclined to believe in propaganda than in the past. The USA, South Korea,
and occasionally Japan, are the targets of bellicose North Korean rhetoric that has often had a destabilising effect on
the region. Anti-US propaganda has been a primary theme in Pyongyang's efforts to boost patriotic feeling, while the
duel with Seoul often resembles old-fashioned psychological warfare.
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Yhteenveto Twenty-eight European Union (EU) Member States and 78 African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries are legally
bound by the provisions of the Cotonou Agreement, with its three intertwined pillars: a political dimension, development
strategies and economic and trade cooperation. In February 2020, the Cotonou Agreement will expire and a new
relationship has to be designed, taking into account the achievements and shortcomings of the agreement. The EU
position is expected by May 2017. The European Parliament's consent will be required before a new agreement is
concluded.
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Yhteenveto Strengthening the 2005 Regulation banning trade in items that could be used for torture or executions in third countries
is to be the subject of a vote in the October plenary, following a compromise agreed in trilogue which takes in most of
the EP's recommendations. The report of the Committee for International Trade (INTA), discussed in plenary in
October 2015, had found that the Commission's initial proposals did not go far enough to address loopholes in the
existing regulation.
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Yhteenveto Russia is a signatory to several international human rights treaties and, as a member of the Council of Europe, the
European Convention on Human Rights. Its constitution directly guarantees the human rights of Russian citizens,
which are also protected by institutions such as a Human Rights Ombudsman and a Presidential Council. However,
the human rights situation in Russia is increasingly difficult. Repressive legislation adopted over the last few years has
severely curtailed human rights by targeting freedom of expression and human rights activism. Western criticisms are
dismissed by the Kremlin as interference in Russian domestic affairs. Human rights observers have compiled an
extensive catalogue of abuses in Russia. These range from extrajudicial killings and inhuman treatment including
torture, to confiscation of private property. A dysfunctional justice system denies Russians the right to a fair trial; ethnic
minorities, women and LGBT persons are heavily disadvantaged, in practice and in some cases also in law. Some of
the worst abuses in all these areas have occurred in the North Caucasus and Crimea, for example due to repression of
the Crimean Tatar minority.
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Yhteenveto Relations between the EU and India seem to be back on track since leaders met in Brussels, on 30 March 2016, for
their first summit in four years. They endorsed the EU-India Agenda for Action 2020 and their water, clean energy and
climate partnerships; they welcomed the negotiations on a broad-based Bilateral Trade and Investment Agreement
(BTIA) and agreed that the fact that they are currently stalled should not stand in the way of the overall development of
the relationship. They set a common agenda on migration and mobility and they adopted a joint declaration on counter-
terrorism. It is vital to keep up the momentum created at the summit. The strategic relationship is vital to both sides:
India is Asia’s third-largest economy and the world’s fastest growing economy and the EU is India’s biggest trading
partner. The EU is also the largest investor in India, with foreign direct investment stock valued at EUR 38.5 billion in
2014, and is the primary destination for Indian foreign investment.

Selvitys EN

Cyberbullying among Young People
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 30-08-2016
Ulkopuolinen laatija Virginia Dalla Pozza, Anna Di Pietro, Sophie Morel and Emma Psaila (Milieu Limited)

Toimiala EU:n demokratia sekä institutionaalinen ja parlamentaarinen oikeus | Unionin oikeus: oikeusjärjestelmä ja säädökset
Hakusana ihmisoikeudet | Internet | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | lapsen oikeudet | lastensuojelu | moraalinen häirintä | oikeudet

ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | rikosoikeus | sosiaalinen elämä | viestintä | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET
Yhteenveto This study provides an overview of the extent, scope and forms of cyberbullying in the EU taking into account the age

and gender of victims and perpetrators as well as the medium used. Commissioned by the Policy Department for
Citizens' Rights and Constitutional Affairs at the request of the LIBE Committee, the study illustrates the legal and
policy measures on cyberbullying adopted at EU and international levels and delineates the EU role in this area. An
analysis of legislation and policies aimed at preventing and fighting this phenomenon across the 28 EU Member States
is also presented. The study outlines the variety of definitions of cyberbullying across EU Member States and the
similarities and differences between cyberbullying, traditional bullying and cyber aggression. Moreover, it presents
successful practices on how to prevent and combat cyberbullying in nine selected EU Member States and puts forward
recommendations for improving the response at EU and Member State levels.

Tutkimus EN

Good Governance in EU External Relations: What Role for Development Policy in a Changing
International Context?

Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus
Päivämäärä 04-07-2016

Ulkopuolinen laatija Christine HACKENESCH
Toimiala Demokratia | Globaali hallinta | Ihmisoikeudet | Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu | Lainsäädännön ja toimintapolitiikan

käytännön arviointi | Talousarvio | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana AKT–EU-suhteet | avun ehdot | avun jakaminen | demokratisointi | EU:n rahoitus | EU:n talous- ja raha-asiat | EU:n

tehtävä kansainvälisissä asioissa | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | hallintotapa | ihmisoikeudet |
KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kehitysapu | kehitysmaat | kestävä kehitys | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS |
POLITIIKKA | taloudellinen tilanne | talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE | täytäntöönpanovalta ja julkinen hallinto |
yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto EU support for governance reforms has gained prominence in the EU’s external relations and particularly in the EU’s
development policy. However, the EU’s engagement in this field has come under considerable pressure in recent
years. It is by no means automatic that the EU will continue and further increase its engagement in supporting
governance reforms. In this context, the objective of this study is to summarise evidence from academic research on
why the EU and other donors should support governance reforms and under which conditions EU support positively
contributes to governance reforms. Moreover, the study analyses how the EU has aimed at contributing to governance
reforms during the past decade, focusing in particular on the Development Cooperation Instrument and the European
Development Fund. The study puts emphasis on EU development policy, but places the analysis of governance
support through development policy in the broader context of EU external relations. The study makes
recommendations related to EU good governance support, to good governance support through the DCI and EDF, to
ongoing strategy processes in EU external relations, and also in regard to the future of the EU’s relations with the
African, Caribbean and Pacific countries.
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Public expectations and EU policies - Promotion of democracy and peace in the world
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 30-06-2016
Tekijä DOBREVA Alina | SGUEO Gianluca | ZAMFIR Ionel

Toimiala Demokratia
Hakusana avun ehdot | demokratia | EKR | EU:n rahoitus | EU:n talous- ja raha-asiat | EU:n talousarvio | EU:n tehtävä

kansainvälisissä asioissa | EU:n toimivalta | Euroopan naapuruuspolitiikka | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN
UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET |
kehitysapu | konfliktien torjuminen | mielipidetutkimus | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA
| riitojen ratkaiseminen | sosiaalinen kehys | vaalien oikeellisuuden valvonta | vaalimenettely ja äänestäminen |
YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto According to a new Eurobarometer survey, two thirds of European Union citizens would like to see even stronger EU
involvement in the promotion of democracy and peace in the world. Democracy and peace are the fundamental values
on which the EU is based and the guiding principles for its external action. The EU has at its disposal a vast array of
tools to promote democracy and peace in the world, including its own diplomatic body, development aid and trade
conditionality that it can leverage to this purpose. The EU finances a variety of actions that directly or indirectly
promote democracy, such as support for governance, elections, civil society and free media, while a specific
instrument is dedicated to peace and stability.

Briefing EN

EU priorities for the 71st UN General Assembly
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 30-06-2016
Tekijä APAP Joanna

Toimiala Globaali hallinta | Ihmisoikeudet
Hakusana alueellinen turvallisuus | EU:n tehtävä kansainvälisissä asioissa | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI |

Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | hallinnollinen johtaminen | ihmisoikeudet | institutionaalinen
yhteistyö | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | konfliktien
torjuminen | monikansalliset joukot | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | pakolainen | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen
turvallisuus | POLITIIKKA | päätöksentekomenettelyn avoimuus | rauhanturvaaminen | toimintaohjelma | Yhdistyneet
Kansakunnat | yhteinen turvallisuus- ja puolustuspolitiikka | YK | YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

Yhteenveto This year marks the 50th anniversary of the United Nations General Assembly's adoption of two international treaties:
the International Covenant on Economic Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (ICCPR) which are cornerstones of international human rights. The European Union is very
committed to multilateralism and to deepening its cooperation with the United Nations. During its July plenary session,
the European Parliament is due to debate the Committee on Foreign Affairs' report setting out proposals for the
Parliament's recommendation to the Council on the EU's priorities for the 71st General Assembly, which takes place
from 13 until 26 September 2016, in New York.

Lyhyesti DE, EN, ES, FR, IT, PL

The Reform of the Dublin III Regulation
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 28-06-2016
Ulkopuolinen laatija Francesco Maiani (University of Lausanne, Switzerland)

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue
Hakusana asetus (EU) | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen oikeus | lain

muuttaminen | muuttoliikkeen valvonta | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | parlamentin työskentely | poliittinen elämä ja
yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen pakolainen | poliittinen turvapaikka | POLITIIKKA | siirtolaisuus | unionin oikeuden
täytäntöönpano | unionin oikeuden valmistelu | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto This study was commissioned by the European Parliament's Policy Department for Citizens' Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the LIBE Committee. It examines the performance of Dublin and of relocation schemes, and
assesses the Commission’s “Dublin IV” Proposal in this light. It argues that by retaining the Dublin philosophy and
betting on more coercion, Dublin IV is unlikely to achieve its objectives while raising human rights concerns. It
advocates re-centring EU responsibility allocation schemes on one key objective – quick access to asylum procedures.
This requires taking protection seekers’ preferences seriously and de-bureaucratising the process. Such a reform
would need to be accompanied by (a) stepping up the enforcement of refugee rights across the EU, (b) moving
solidarity schemes from a logic of capacity-building to one of compensation, and (c) granting protected persons real
mobility rights.
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Turkmenistan reforms need to go further
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 21-06-2016
Tekijä KOCAK Konur Alp

Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | demokratisointi | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin suhteet |

ihmisoikeudet | MAANTIEDE | monipuoluejärjestelmä | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeuslähteet ja oikeuden alat
| poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | poliittinen maantiede | poliittinen tilanne | poliittiset oikeudet
| POLITIIKKA | Turkmenistan | täytäntöönpanovalta ja julkinen hallinto | vallanjako | valtiosäännön muuttaminen

Yhteenveto The Turkmen government has introduced various reforms since 2008 and has expressed an interest in closer
cooperation with the EU. Yet, the May 2016 debate in the European Parliament's Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET)
on the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA) with Turkmenistan highlighted Parliament's dissatisfaction with
the reforms. On the grounds of severe human rights concerns, AFET suspended its approval of the PCA until the
country makes satisfactory progress.

Lyhyesti EN

Building resilience with the EU's southern neighbourhood
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 14-06-2016
Tekijä APAP Joanna | PICHON Eric

Toimiala Turvallisuus ja puolustus | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | Afrikka | demokratisointi | EU:n siirtolaispolitiikka | EU:n tehtävä kansainvälisissä asioissa |

Euroopan naapuruuspolitiikka | Euroopan rakentamistyö | Euroopan turvallisuus | EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet
| ilmastonmuutos | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | luonnonympäristö | Lähi-itä |
MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeusvaltio | Pohjois-Afrikka | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus |
poliittinen kehys | poliittinen väkivalta | POLITIIKKA | siirtolaisuus | taloudellinen kasvu | taloudellinen tilanne |
TALOUSTIEDE | terrorismi | täytäntöönpanovalta ja julkinen hallinto | Välimeri | YHTEISKUNNALLISET
KYSYMYKSET | YMPÄRISTÖ | ympäristön laadun huononeminen

Yhteenveto It is a major concern for the European Union that most of its neighbourhood is marked by instability: the 10 countries in
the southern neighbourhood are all either involved in internal conflict or threatened by terrorism, or both. The migration
phenomenon complicates matters still further. A new strategic approach is required. The political and economic forces
that produce instability need to be tackled. The new European Neighbourhood Policy reflects this reality and might
complement the revised EU security strategy.

Lyhyesti EN

Egypt: A failed revolution?
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 13-06-2016
Tekijä IMMENKAMP Beatrix

Toimiala Demokratia | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Afrikka | assosiaatiosopimus (EU) | Egypti | EU:n rahoitus | EU:n talous- ja raha-asiat | EU:n tuki | Euroopan

naapuruuspolitiikka | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja
vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen maantiede | poliittinen tilanne | poliittiset
oikeudet | POLITIIKKA | taloudellinen tilanne | taloudellinen tilanne | talousmaantiede | talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE
| valtion harjoittama väkivalta

Yhteenveto The most populous of the Arab countries, situated at the crossroads between Africa and the Middle East, Egypt is an
important partner for Europe. Since 2004, bilateral EU-Egypt trade has almost tripled, from €11.8 billion to €27.7 billion
in 2015. At the same time, the EU and Egypt share many foreign policy concerns, including the Middle East peace
process, migration and the fight against terrorism. Under the revised European Neighbourhood Policy, the challenge
will be to reconcile growing EU concerns over the deteriorating human-rights situation in post-revolutionary Egypt with
the importance of enhancing cooperation with Egypt as a partner for stability in the region.
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Human Rights in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC): Turmoil in the run-up to elections
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 06-06-2016
Tekijä ZAMFIR Ionel

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Afrikka | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin suhteet | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen

politiikka | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | Kongon demokraattinen tasavalta | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ |
MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeuslaitoksen riippumattomuus | oikeusorganisaatio | oikeusvaltio |
poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | poliittinen tilanne | poliittinen väkivalta | poliittiset oikeudet |
POLITIIKKA | presidentin vaali | rankaisemattomuus | rikosoikeus | seksuaalinen väkivalta | sukupuolten tasa-arvo |
talousmaantiede | vaalimenettely ja äänestäminen | valtion harjoittama väkivalta | viestinnän valvonta | viestintä | YK:n
yleissopimus

Yhteenveto DRC is experiencing a plethora of human rights problems. In the east of the country, the national army and the UN
peacekeeping mission are not able to deal effectively with the violence still perpetrated by some armed groups – a
legacy of the bloody civil war that ravaged the country. The human rights situation has also deteriorated in the run-up
to the general elections, which are expected to be postponed; demands from the political opposition, civil society and
mass media for timely elections have been met with heavy repression from the government.

Lyhyesti EN

Policy Departments’ Monthly Highlights - June 2016
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 06-06-2016
Toimiala Euroopan parlamentille tehdyt vetoomukset | Ihmisoikeudet | Maatalous ja maaseudun kehittäminen | Talousarvio |

Ympäristö
Hakusana asiakirjat | bibliografia | EP:n toimivalta | EP:n valiokunta | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja

unionin virkamieskunta | ihmisoikeudet | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | unionia
koskevan tiedon levitys

Yhteenveto The Monthly Highlights publication provides an overview, at a glance, of the on-going work of the policy departments,
including a selection of the latest and forthcoming publications, and a list of future events.

Lyhyesti EN

Workshop on "Human rights in North Korea: Accountability vs. Engagement?"
Julkaisutyyppi Selvitys

Päivämäärä 12-05-2016
Ulkopuolinen laatija Mariam KHOTENASHVILI (Trans European Policy Studies Association - TEPSA, Belgium)

Toimiala Demokratia | Ihmisoikeudet | Ulkosuhteet | Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | autoritaarinen hallintojärjestelmä | eristäytymispolitiikka | EU:n tehtävä kansainvälisissä asioissa |

Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet | joukkotuhoase | kansainvälinen pakote |
kansainvälinen politiikka | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | KANSAINVÄLISET
SUHTEET | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | Pohjois-Korea | poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA | puolustus
| Yhdistyneet Kansakunnat | yhteinen ulko- ja turvallisuuspolitiikka | YK

Yhteenveto Workshop on "Human rights in North Korea: accountability vs. engagement?", held on 20 April 2016 in the European
Parliament.
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Land Grabbing and Human Rights: The Involvement of European Corporate and Financial Entities in
Land Grabbing outside the European Union

Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus
Päivämäärä 10-05-2016

Ulkopuolinen laatija Saturnino M. BORRAS Jr. (International Institute of Social Studies, Netherlands), Philip SEUFERT (FIAN International,
Germany), Stephan BACKES (FIAN International, Belgium), Daniel FYFE (FIAN International, Switzerland), Roman
HERRE (FIAN Germany, Germany), Laura MICHELE (FIAN International, Germany) and Elyse MILLS (International
Institute of Social Studies, Netherlands)

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu
Hakusana biopolttoaine | ekstraterritoriaalinen toimivalta | elintarvikeomavaraisuus | ENERGIA | energiapolitiikka | EU:n tehtävä

kansainvälisissä asioissa | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | FINANSSIASIAT | ihmisoikeudet |
itsesääntely | kansainvälinen politiikka | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | KAUPPA | kauppapolitiikka |
kehittämispolitiikka | maaomaisuuden siirtyminen uudelle omistajalle | MAATALOUS, METSÄTALOUS JA KALASTUS |
maatalousjärjestelmä | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeuslähteet ja oikeuden alat | oikeusorganisaatio | rahoitus
ja investointi | sijoitukset ulkomaille | sosiaaliset oikeudet | talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE | yhteinen kauppapolitiikka |
yrityksen organisaatio | yrityksen sosiaalinen vastuu | yritysetiikka | YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

Yhteenveto In early research on land grabbing, the initial focus was on foreign companies investing abroad, with a particular focus
on those based in countries such as China, Gulf States, South Korea, and India. In recent years, it has become evident
that the range of countries land investors originate in is far broader, and includes both North Atlantic - and EU-based
actors. In this study, we offer both quantitative and qualitative data illustrating the involvement of EU-based corporate
and financial entities in land deals occurring outside of the EU. This study also analyses the global land rush within a
human rights framework, examining the implications of particular land deals involving EU-based investors and their
impact on communities living in areas where the investments are taking place. The research presented here builds
partly on Cotula’s 2014 study on the drivers and human rights implications of land grabbing, but differs in that it
focuses explicitly on particular cases of possible, actual or potential human rights abuses and violations, in the context
of activities involving European corporate and financial entities. In our conclusions, we offer a series of
recommendations on how the EU can more effectively address these issues.
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Implementation of the Directive on Human Trafficking from a gender perspective
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 02-05-2016
Tekijä RADJENOVIC Anja

Toimiala Sukupuolinäkökohdat, tasa-arvo ja monimuotoisuus | Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue
Hakusana direktiivi (EU) | EU:n jäsenvaltio | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | Europol |

ihmiskauppa | ihmisoikeudet | MAANTIEDE | naisten asema | naisten oikeudet | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS |
orjuus | prostituutio | rikollisuuden torjunta | rikosoikeus | sosiaalinen elämä | sukupuolten tasa-arvo | talousmaantiede |
YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto In 2011, the European Parliament and the Council adopted Directive 2011/36/EU on preventing and combating
trafficking in human beings (THB) and protecting its victims. The European Commission was required to report to the
Parliament and Council by 6 April 2015 on Member State compliance with the Directive, which had to be transposed
into national law by 6 April 2013. At its May plenary session the Parliament will vote on an own-initiative report on
implementation of the Directive from a gender perspective.
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Thailand in 2016: Restoring Democracy or Reversing it?
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 18-04-2016
Tekijä BANDONE Anete | BARONE Barbara | MARTI DOMINGUEZ Carmen-Paz | VANDEWALLE Laurence

Toimiala Demokratia | Ihmisoikeudet | Kalatalous | Kansainvälinen kauppa | Ulkosuhteet | Ympäristö
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | Asean | demokratia | Euroopan rakentamistyö | Euroopan ulkopuoliset järjestöt | EUROOPAN

UNIONI | ihmiskauppa | ihmisoikeudet | kalastus | kalastussäännökset | kansainvälinen turvallisuus |
KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kaupallinen toiminta | kauppa | KAUPPA |
kauppapolitiikka | kauppapolitiikka | MAANTIEDE | MAATALOUS, METSÄTALOUS JA KALASTUS | oikeudet ja
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Yhteenveto After staging a military coup against the Yingluck Shinawatra government, a junta has been ruling Thailand since 22
May 2014. It has drastically restricted political activities and freedom of speech. There have been numerous human
rights abuses, including torture.
Under a ‘roadmap to democracy’, a referendum on a new constitution is planned for August 2017 and could be
followed by elections at a later stage. However, the military might retain power until the king’s successor accedes to
the throne, in order to guarantee stability.
Despite close trade ties, the EU has suspended the signing of a partnership and cooperation agreement and
negotiations on a free trade agreement until democracy is restored. In April 2015, Thailand received a ‘yellow card’
warning by the European Commission for problems relating to illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing.
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Yhteenveto National minorities in Crimea have been subject to systematic violations of their rights since the illegal annexation of
Crimea by Russia on 18 March 2014. Documented violations have occurred in the areas of freedom of expression,
conscience, and religion; the right to peaceful assembly and association; freedom of the media and access to
information; the right to a fair trial and effective remedy; the right to education in one’s native language; and linguistic
and cultural rights. The de facto authorities in Crimea have neglected to investigate cases of grave violations of the
rights to life, liberty, security, and physical integrity. The response of the international community has been limited.
While Western countries pursue non-recognition policies towards Crimea, international sanctions introduced in
response to the occupation of Crimea are weak, and there have been no measures taken to address the international
humanitarian law and human rights violations in Crimea. Limited support is available to human rights organisations
focused on or working in Crimea, and human rights monitors still cannot gain access to Crimea. The European Union,
and the European Parliament, in particular, should actively advocate for the establishment of an international human
rights monitoring presence in occupied Crimea. Tailor-made support programmes should be offered to Ukrainian
government agencies and civil society working towards the protection of the rights of Ukrainian citizens in Crimea. The
European Parliament should continue raising the issue of human rights violations in Crimea and monitor individual
cases. Furthermore, the Council of the European Union should consider imposing sanctions for the violations of
international humanitarian law and human rights in occupied Crimea.
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Yhteenveto This workshop raised awareness on this issue and opens a debate on future transparent investigation by the European
Union into organ transplant practice. The workshop consisted of different presentations and an exchange of views
between MEPs and established experts in transplantation of organs, organ trafficking and international crime.
The current organ trafficking around the world has created a substantial health risk contributing to a serious abuse of
human rights, particularly of the right to life. This document reviews the scope for creating a fair system of organ
donation and for the use of a more efficient and transparent organ database accessible to EU and eventually to global
citizens. This document was provided by Policy Department A for the Committee on the Environment, Public Health
and Food Safety.
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Yhteenveto The present study provides a detailed overview of the actual human rights situation in the frozen conflict regions of
EU’s Eastern neighbourhood, namely in Crimea, Transnistria, Abkhazia, South Ossetia and Nagorno-Karabakh. The
focus of the analysis is on the access to the justice system, as well as on the abilities of the de jure or de facto
authorities to administer justice. Particular attention is paid to Crimea because the rapidly worsening human rights
situation there affects far more people than the population of the other four frozen conflicts combined. International
community actions, as well as the role of civil society in protecting human rights are also analysed.
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Yhteenveto In June 2007, the EU adopted an EU Strategy for a New Partnership with Central Asia ('EU Strategy for Central Asia'),
in recognition of the region's increasing importance for the Union's security, stability, governance and energy
diversification. The strategy provides a framework for EU relations with Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. The European Parliament is due to discuss the implementation and review of the
strategy during the April plenary session.

Lyhyesti EN

Albania: Judicial reform in the spotlight
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 05-04-2016
Tekijä LILYANOVA Velina

Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Albania | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Eurooppa | hallinnonuudistus | ihmisoikeudet | järjestäytynyt

rikollisuus | lahjonta | liittymisneuvottelu | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeuslaitoksen uudistus |
oikeusorganisaatio | painovapaus | poliittinen maantiede | POLITIIKKA | rikollisuuden torjunta | rikosoikeus |
sosiaalinen elämä | taloudellinen tilanne | taloudellinen tilanne | talousmaantiede | TALOUSTIEDE |
täytäntöönpanovalta ja julkinen hallinto | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto Albania was granted candidate status in June 2014 and has since worked systematically on its five EU-related key
reform priorities. It hopes to open EU accession talks in 2016. Although the EU acknowledges Albania's commitment, it
has made it clear that progress will depend primarily on completing the ongoing judicial reform and ensuring
constructive cross-party political dialogue.
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Yhteenveto The creation of the African Union (AU) in 2002 sparked hopes for the start of a new era in African integration. New
institutional mechanisms and norms have been put in place to accomplish the AU’s ambitious objectives in the area of
peace, human rights and democratic governance. Despite the promise of these objectives, they have yet to become
fully effective and legitimate, as many member states still need to fulfil their commitments and sign the necessary legal
instruments. This is an updated version of a note from March 2015, 'Political cooperation within the African Union'. See
also our notes on the AU's economic aspects and on its mechanisms against UCG.
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Yhteenveto Despite its democratic progress, Nigeria's human rights situation remains problematic. The most egregious violations
occur in the context of the internal fight against the Boko Haram insurgency. Other widespread patterns of human
rights violations relate mainly to weak rule of law and an intricate legal system, impunity of security forces, and
discriminatory social practices.
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Yhteenveto The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia is facing its 'most severe political crisis since 2001' and is preparing for
snap elections on 5 June 2016. The Commission made its seventh recommendation for the beginning of accession
talks, 'conditional' on the implementation of a 2015 EU-brokered political agreement between the main parties,
expected to ensure free and fair elections.
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Yhteenveto To date, the United States has been a world leader in admitting people fleeing conflicts and persecution to settle on its
territory. However, the nation wants to choose who it admits as a refugee. While refugees resettled by the US
government enjoy generous support, asylum-seekers coming to the country on their own initiative risk facing tougher
treatment.
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Yhteenveto Belarus is the only European country where the death penalty is still applied. Opposition politicians have disappeared,
the President has stifled all forms of budding protests with violence; and authorities continue to harass human rights
activists and independent journalists. Despite the softening in EU-Belarus ties and the newly lifted sanctions, the
overall human rights situation under President Lukashenko's autocratic rule has yet to improve.
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Yhteenveto The Trade Agreement between the EU and Peru and Colombia has been provisionally implemented since the middle
of 2013. However, based on limited secondary data available to date on its effects, this report shows that trade profiles
have not been substantially altered. EU exports to Latin America are dominated by pharmaceuticals, machinery and
vehicles, and have experienced very slight increases. Colombian exports to the EU have benefitted more than
Peruvian exports from improved access, but oil and minerals remain the top exports. Fruit, vegetables, flowers and
above all sugar cane and confectionaries have been the greatest beneficiaries of the tariff eliminations and reductions.
Despite this lack of substantial change, the institutional arrangements and sub-committees created by the Agreement
have been implemented. Civil society has also been involved in meetings of the Trade and Sustainability sub-
committee, but resource and capacity constraints preclude smaller organisations from full participation in the process.
Sadly, reports of the human rights situation in Colombia, in particular the plight of trade unionists, continue to be
negative. Although the Government has made progress in legislative terms, the full implementation of measures at the
local level remains incomplete and challenging.
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Yhteenveto In August 2015, under considerable international pressure, a peace agreement was signed in South Sudan: it aimed to
end the violent civil war that had broken out two years earlier. The conflict was caused by a number of entangled
factors that can be boiled down to a struggle for power and oil in a devastated country. Soon after gaining
independence in 2011, the rivalry between the two main leaders, Salva Kiir and Riek Machar, that had been subdued,
erupted again.

In July 2013, President Kiir dismissed Vice-President Machar. The following December, ethnic conflict erupted within
the army, tragically spreading to the civilian population and leading to a humanitarian catastrophe. The 2015 peace
agreement is an important benchmark towards peace and reconciliation, as it addresses the main issues:
establishment of an inclusive government; demilitarisation and reinsertion in civilian life of a large number of well-
equipped militias; proper mechanisms for transitional justice and reparation; immediate measures to facilitate
humanitarian access; and a consistent programme to redress the economy. Nevertheless, progress towards
implementation of the peace deal is slow: key structures such as the transitional government and the 'hybrid' court
have not yet been put in place. Building confidence between the current head of state and his main opponent is a
challenging task for international mediators.
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Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
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Yhteenveto Traditionally, Canada has been a leading nation in accepting refugees through the UN. It has a comprehensive
programme for resettling refugees, which assigns an important role to private sponsors. However, a number of
legislative changes in recent years, aiming at deterring 'irregular arrivals' of asylum-seekers, have raised concerns
about human rights violations.
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Yhteenveto The 2007 European Union (EU) Strategy for Central Asia was reviewed for the fourth time in 2015. Over the last eight
years, the EU has successfully established several institutionalised mechanisms for strengthening relations and
working with Central Asian governments, including an increased presence on the ground. Despite this, the EU’s
engagement in Central Asia is one of limited to no impact. The region has become more unstable; forecast gas
deliveries from the region to Europe have so far not materialised; trade is minimal with the exception of EU-Kazakhstan
links, democracy is seen by the Central Asian regimes as a threat to their survival; corruption severely undermines
economic development and siphons off much of the development aid; and the human rights situation has been
backsliding.
The EU should not and cannot compete with Russia and China in the region. The EU would do best to focus on a few
key areas where it can achieve concrete results. Besides broader economic and some security cooperation, the EU
should focus on education in supporting the region’s development while further emphasizing human rights and
strengthening political and financial support to civil society.
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ihmisoikeussopimus | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin jäsenyys | Euroopan unionin
oikeus | Euroopan unionin perusoikeusvirasto | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | Euroopan
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Yhteenveto The European Union is founded on values common to all Member States. These are supposed to ensure a level of
homogeneity among Member States, while respecting their national identities, and so facilitate the development of a
European identity and their integration based on mutual trust. Article 7 of the Treaty on European Union provides
mechanisms to enforce EU values, based on a decision by the Council with the participation of the Commission and
Parliament.

The current mechanism is said to be unusable due to the high thresholds needed to adopt a decision in the Council, as
well as Member States' political unwillingness to use it. Various new approaches have been proposed by academics
and by political actors, from a new independent monitoring body – the 'Copenhagen Commission', through extending
the mandate of the EU Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA), to introducing the possibility for the EU to suspend national
measures suspected of infringing EU law.

In 2014, the Commission adopted a new 'Rule of Law Framework' featuring a structured dialogue between the
Commission and the Member State concerned and Commission recommendations and follow-up. On 13 January
2016, the Commission decided for the first time to initiate such an assessment of the situation in a Member State, with
regard to two Polish laws – on the powers of the constitutional court and on the management of state TV and radio
broadcasters.

The European Parliament launched the idea of a 'European fundamental rights policy cycle' with the cooperation of the
EU institutions, Member States and the FRA, as a 'new Copenhagen mechanism' to monitor the situation in Member
States. At present, Parliament's Civil Liberties and Justice Committee is drafting a legislative own-initiative report on an
EU mechanism on democracy, the rule of law and fundamental rights, relying on common and objective indicators.
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Yhteenveto The Palestinian population in the West Bank and Gaza is one of the fastest growing in the world and its demand for
water is increasing. Access and distribution of water in these territories has been an issue within the context of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict since 1967. In 1995, the Oslo II Accord adopted a quantitative approach to the water issue,
detailing the quantities to be allocated to Israel, the West Bank and Gaza, but did not sufficiently take into account the
natural, political and socio-economic developments that have affected water supply and demand in the region since.
Economic disparities, lack of substantial and sufficient infrastructure and of effective water resources management,
compounded by pollution and climate change have led to disproportionate allocation of water and to substantial
depletion and contamination of water resources. Water consumption by Israelis and Palestinians reflects stark
inequalities. Due to the allocations of trans-boundary water resources agreed upon under Oslo II, Israel currently
controls approximately 80% of water reserves in the West Bank. Military conflict in Gaza in the summer of 2014 left
over a million residents without access to water. The international community and the EU have expressed concern
over the limited access to water in the West Bank and Gaza, and have become active on the issue of water
management. Reports from the European Commission (EuropeAid) highlight that technical and humanitarian
assistance on water issues has to go hand in hand with progress on the political front, in order for effectiveness to be
maximised and for long-term results to be achieved.
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Yhteenveto Morocco enjoys advanced status under the European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP). The new constitution, adopted
during the reign of Mohamed VI, covers almost all human rights set out in the Universal Human Rights Declaration.
Public space for debate over human rights issues has opened up significantly in recent years. A number of concerns,
however, prevail, as implementation and enforcement of the new constitutional provisions remain incomplete.
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Yhteenveto Recent years have witnessed growing trends of anti-Semitism as well as a sharp increase in incidents and attacks
directed towards members of the Muslim community. Attacks against Jewish communities in Toulouse, Brussels, Paris
and Copenhagen, and verbal and physical violence against Muslim communities have shown the need for additional
measures. Please click here for the full publication in PDF format
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puheenjohtajuus | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | Eurooppa | FINANSSIASIAT |
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Yhteenveto From January to June 2016, The Netherlands will hold the Presidency of the EU Council for the 12th time, kicking off
the Dutch-Slovak-Maltese Trio Presidency.

For the first semester of 2016, the Commission's soon ending 2015 work programme will largely determine the
legislative agenda as nearly all major proposals will have been put on the table by the end of this year. As of 16
December 2015, there are 140 active ordinary legislative procedures, of which 23 have been agreed by the co-
legislators at political level and around 30 are being negotiated in view of a first or (early) second reading agreement.
The Dutch EU Presidency will pursue the following priorities: (i) improving quality and simplification of legislation; (ii)
growth and jobs (internal market, innovation and digital economy); and (iii) active involvement of citizens and civil
society in policymaking.

This note aims to present the state of affairs in the policy fields of Dutch priority, as well as the most important related
dossiers to be addressed by the Dutch Presidency.
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Yhteenveto The Valletta Summit held in November 2015 was the venue for more than 60 countries to come together with the
European Union and African Union institutions, as well as regional and international organisations involved, to address
the current migration crisis. The summit was called for in April 2015 by the European Council, when European Union
leaders held a special meeting on the migration situation in the Mediterranean, recognising the need to deepen
dialogue and partnership with the African countries. The April European Council tasked the European Commission with
proposing measures for immediate action, as well as policy options for the medium and longer term. To this end, on 13
May, the Commission presented its proposal for a European Agenda on Migration, which was followed on 27 May by
the implementation plan for the first measures. More than 3 600 people have so far been declared missing in the
Mediterranean sea in 2015. The grim death toll in the Mediterranean has provoked an urgent call for action as 2015
has been the deadliest year so far for migrants trying to get to Europe. The reasons for this significant increase in
migration flows include, amongst others: war, political repression, and economic crisis. Libya has become a popular
starting point for many journeys, with human traffickers and smugglers exploiting the country's power vacuum and
increasing lawlessness. On 13 April 2015, a conference of foreign ministers from the European Union and the southern
shores of the Mediterranean took place in Barcelona to discuss the review of the European Neighbourhood Policy
(ENP). At centre stage of the agenda was stronger cooperation in the fight against Jihadist terrorism and irregular
immigration. To this end, European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker tasked the Commission to come up
with a proposal for a reviewed ENP, which was published on 18 November 2015.
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YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto Support for human rights defenders (HRDs) is a long established component, as well as one of the major priorities, of
the EU’s external human rights policy. With the adoption in 2004 of EU Guidelines on HRDs, the EU has established a
set of concrete measures for protecting HRDs at risk, including the provision of emergency aid. The Guidelines
encourage EU diplomats to take a more proactive approach, by establishing contact with HRDs and intervening on
their behalf when they are at risk. The European Commission manages a financial instrument to support HRDs
working in the world's most dangerous situations. A Human Rights Mechanism managed by NGOs with EU financial
support has also been launched in order to enhance the effectiveness of EU action on behalf of HRDs. All this makes
the EU a major supporter of HRDs in the world. The European Parliament has been a long-time advocate of a
comprehensive EU policy on HRDs, actively contributing to its shaping. It has drawn attention to the difficult situation of
HRDs in many countries through its urgency resolutions on human rights breaches in the world, some of which have
specifically dealt with individual HRDs facing particular threats. It can also organise hearings with HRDs, issue
statements about cases of HRDs at risk, or raise the plight of HRDs during visits by its delegations to the countries
concerned. The EP’s Sakharov Prize is the EU's most visible action in favour of HRDs. Its impact is significant on
laureates, providing them with recognition and, in many cases, indirect protection.
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Combating 'honour' crimes in the EU
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päätöslauselma

Yhteenveto Awareness of 'honour' crimes has increased in the EU in the past decade. Even though the majority of such crimes still
usually go unreported, even when made known to the police, this type of crime has often been miscategorised. Experts
have warned that this type of violent behaviour is different from, for example, domestic violence, because perpetrators
are usually groups of people who find rationale for their crime in their cultures or traditions. The perpetrators believe
that by abusing or even killing the victim, they are protecting the family's or the community's 'honour', which has
somehow been 'tarnished' by the behaviour of the victim.

Globally, the majority of 'honour' crimes are committed in the Middle East and southern Asia. Even though such crimes
have mostly been associated with Islam, they also occur in Hindu, Sikh, Druze, Christian and Jewish communities. The
EU and the Council of Europe have given much attention to 'honour' crimes, mostly through documents dealing with
violence against women in general.

Although the incidence of 'honour' crimes is higher outside the EU, increased migration and subsequent problems with
integration of immigrants into host communities have contributed to these types of crimes becoming a serious issue for
some EU countries as well. Apart from individual, national efforts, EU institutions have also taken steps to combat
'honour'-based violence, mostly within the framework of combatting gender-based violence. The European Parliament
has specifically addressed the issue through several resolutions covering 'honour' crimes as well as other types of
violence over vulnerable groups. The EU institutions have also shown concern for victims outside EU borders, and
repeatedly address these issues in countries wanting to join the EU (for instance, Turkey) and in others such as
Pakistan and Yemen.
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Yhteenveto More than 20 years after the genocide that befell it in 1994, Rwanda has largely succeeded in overcoming ethnic
divisions, and improved the human rights of its citizens in many respects. However, a lack of political space for dissent,
and serious restrictions on the freedom of expression, remain major areas of concern.
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Yhteenveto Twenty-five years after establishing diplomatic relations with Vietnam, the EU is now close to ratifying an upgraded
partnership and cooperation agreement (PCA) with the country. The agreement should help to cement ties between
the two sides and facilitate progress towards an EU-Vietnam free trade agreement (FTA), currently under negotiation.
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Yhteenveto Just a few days after the UN's Human Rights Day, on 14 December 2015, the European Parliament (EP) will discuss
and vote its annual Resolution on Human Rights and Democracy. Addressing the numerous pressures on human
rights encountered in 2014, in its report, Parliament's Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET) calls on all the EU
institutions and the Member States to place human rights at the centre of EU relations with all third countries, including
its strategic partners and in all high-level statements and meetings.
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Yhteenveto The Rights, Equality and Citizenship Programme aims to protect equality and the rights of persons, as enshrined in the
Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union (EU) and
the international human rights conventions to which the European Union has acceded. The programme has nine
specific objectives, ranging from the promotion of non-discrimination to the enforcement of consumers' rights, and
funds a variety of actions, including awareness-raising and training activities, and support to key European actors
involved in the protection of equality and the rights of persons (e.g. Member State authorities implementing European
Union law). Please click here for the full publication in PDF format
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Yhteenveto Human rights have become an integral part of most donors' development cooperation. In addition to their intrinsic
value, human rights are considered instrumental in achieving sustainable development. Implementing the international
development goals related to civil and political rights and governance will be challenging. The EU has gradually refined
its policy on integrating human rights into development cooperation. The EU approach includes imposing different
forms of conditionality, supporting projects and programmes, and mainstreaming human rights across development
actions. Aid to governance and civil society has increased in the last decade, reaching 9 % of the EU’s sectorallocable
aid in 2013. Implementing a rights-based approach to development will be decisive, but challenging. The European
Parliament, a strong supporter of integrating human rights into development cooperation, has its own toolbox to
support human rights abroad.
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Yhteenveto Heads of State or Government from the EU and the Republic of Turkey will meet on 29 November 2015 in Brussels to
further strengthen EU-Turkey relations while discussing the management of the ongoing migration crisis. The meeting
is expected to result in a number of political and financial commitments, including the finalisation of the Joint Action
Plan on support of refugees and migration management, the acceleration of the visa liberalisation process with Turkey
and the opening of more negotiation chapters in the accession process.   
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The Istanbul Convention: A tool to tackle violence against women and girls
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Yhteenveto A powerful international tool, the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women
and domestic violence (Istanbul Convention) was opened for signature in May 2011 and entered into force in August
2014. It is the first instrument in Europe to set legally binding standards specifically to prevent gender-based violence,
protect victims of violence and punish perpetrators.
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Yhteenveto Eurodac is a biometric database in which Member States are required to enter the fingerprint data of irregular migrants
or asylum-seekers in order to identify where they entered the EU, and whether they have previously made asylum
applications. Its main purpose is to facilitate the application of the Dublin Regulation, which determines the Member
State responsible for processing an asylum claim. The recast Eurodac Regulation has been applicable since 20 July
2015.
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Yhteenveto At a time of rising concerns in Europe over radicalisation and violent extremism, the role that education and
intercultural dialogue can play in promoting respect for diversity, pluralism and human rights is increasingly under the
spotlight.
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Yhteenveto In reaction to recurrent tragedies in the Mediterranean Sea, the European Union (EU) has adopted a series of
measures seeking to improve the protection of migrants trying to reach the borders of the EU by sea and to share
responsibility among countries involved by increasing cooperation with transit countries. This study focuses on the
existing and planned EU policies and actions to protect the human rights of migrants before entering the EU by sea or
after they have left the territory of the EU. The picture that emerges from the evaluation of EU policies and actions is a
mixed one. On the one hand, it cannot be denied that instruments of sea borders surveillance and instruments of
cooperation with third countries have now generally included human rights safeguards. On the other hand,
implementation, monitoring and control remain problematic. Furthermore, the primary aim of existing EU policies and
actions still seems to be the protection of the external borders against so-called ‘illegal’ immigration and the return of
illegally staying migrants, rather than the development of effective strategies to protect human rights of migrants and
the saving of lives on the Mediterranean. The study therefore offers specific recommendations to ensure a coherent
human rights-based EU approach to improve the protection of the rights of migrants aiming to reach the EU.
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Yhteenveto Praised by both Russian and European observers, the elections of 4 October 2015 are considered a milestone in
Kyrgyzstan's democratic transition of the country, consolidating the new political system launched by the new
constitution adopted after the 2010 revolution. With seats split between six pro-Moscow parties, the results entail the
formation of a coalition government in the fractured parliament, and herald further rapprochement to Russia.
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Yhteenveto Since the handover to a nominally civilian government in 2011, the human rights situation in Myanmar/Burma, formerly
one of the worst in the world, has improved – most political prisoners have been released and direct media censorship
ended. However, numerous abuses continue, and the Muslim minority in particular has seen its situation deteriorate.
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Yhteenveto The EU's 2005 Regulation on trade in goods which could be used for capital punishment or torture has not succeeded
in completely eradicating the involvement of EU-based companies in this trade. The Commission's proposed updated
regulation now comes to be voted in plenary at first reading
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Yhteenveto Australia has established an asylum policy which has proved highly effective in deterring irregular migrants, but has
attracted much criticism from human rights organisations. Its main drivers have been mandatory detention and offshore
processing of asylum-seekers.
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Yhteenveto The year 2015 – the 25th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between the EU and Vietnam – is
likely to be a landmark one. Three years after the EU and Vietnam signed a framework agreement for a
Comprehensive Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA), the European Parliament has been requested to
decide whether to give its consent to the agreement. Separately, the European Commission announced on 4 August
2015 that an agreement had been reached on a bilateral free trade agreement (FTA), three years after negotiations
were launched. For the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, deepening relations with the EU is a priority, a way of offsetting
China’s strong influence while maintaining independence from the United States. Within the country, the Communist
Party maintains a firm grip on the state apparatus. Media and civil society are severely restricted, and the human rights
record remains poor.
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MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oppositio | parlamentti | perusoikeudet | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen
turvallisuus | poliittinen maantiede | POLITIIKKA | puheenjohtajakokous | Ranska | Saudi-Arabia | Somalia | sosiaalinen
elämä | talousmaantiede | Ukraina | Venezuela | Venäjä | viestintä | Yhdysvallat | YHTEISKUNNALLISET
KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto Established in 1988 by the European Parliament, the Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought is awarded each year in
December to individuals or organisations for their outstanding achievements in upholding human rights and
fundamental freedoms.

Lyhyesti EN

Workshop on Dual Use Export Controls
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 06-10-2015
Ulkopuolinen laatija Ian J. STEWART, King’s College London and Sibylle BAUER, Stockholm International Peace Research Institute

(SIPRI)
Toimiala EP:n ja neuvoston hyväksymä lainsäädäntö | Ihmisoikeudet | Kansainvälinen julkisoikeus | Kansainvälinen kauppa |

Kansainvälinen yksityisoikeus ja oikeudellinen yhteistyö yksityisoikeuden alalla | Lainsäädännön ja toimintapolitiikan
käytännön arviointi | Sopimus-, kauppa- ja yhtiöoikeus | Turvallisuus ja puolustus | Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja
oikeuden alue

Hakusana Amerikka | ehdotus (EU) | EU:n tehtävä kansainvälisissä asioissa | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI |
Euroopan unionin oikeus | EY:n asetus | hallinnollinen yhteistyö | ihmisoikeudet | kaksikäyttötuote | kansainvälinen
turvallisuus | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | KAUPPA
| kauppapolitiikka | maailmanjärjestöt | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen maantiede |
POLITIIKKA | talousmaantiede | tariffipolitiikka | teknologia ja tekninen sääntely | teknologian siirto | tiedonvälityksen
suoja | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | täytäntöönpanovalta ja julkinen hallinto | unionin oikeuden
täytäntöönpano | vientilisenssi | vientituotteiden valvonta | Wassenaarin järjestely | Yhdysvallat | yhteinen ulko- ja
turvallisuuspolitiikka

Yhteenveto Although EU Regulation 428/2009 setting up a Community regime for the control of exports, transfer, brokering and
transit of dual-use items system is in line with the main export control regimes and is seen as a model for others to
follow, there are a number of ways in which the regulation could be enhanced and refined. Part One outlines  the
current state of play, purpose and implementation of the current regulation.  In Part Two, against the backdrop of the
European Commission's reform proposal, the effectiveness  of the EU's dual-use export controls regime is explored
further with regard to its potential contribution to international, national and human security, as well as their impact on
EU economic and trade interests. The study concludes that the system’s effectiveness could be improved in a number
of ways, but that this requires an effort to mobilise political will at different levels and across different institutions within
the EU and its Member States, and to enhance human resources, cooperation and capacity-building.  The European
Parliament should also give consideration on a regular basis to issues relating to the scope and implementation of the
regulation, in order to ensure that the objectives continue to be achieved.
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Cuba, the USA and the EU: Forging Closer Ties, Looking to the Future
Julkaisutyyppi Selvitys

Päivämäärä 30-09-2015
Tekijä TVEVAD Jesper

Toimiala Demokratia | Ihmisoikeudet | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Amerikka | demokratia | diplomaattisuhteet | EU:n jäsenvaltio | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI |

ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen kauppa | kansainvälinen pakote | kansainvälinen politiikka | KANSAINVÄLISET
SUHTEET | kansalaisyhteiskunta | KAUPPA | kauppasuhteet | Kuuba | MAANTIEDE | matka | oikeudet ja vapaudet |
OIKEUS | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | poliittinen maantiede | POLITIIKKA |
sopimusneuvottelut (EU) | sosiaalinen elämä | taloudellinen yhteistyö | talouden rakenne | talousmaantiede |
TALOUSTIEDE | talousuudistus | Yhdysvallat | yhteinen ulko- ja turvallisuuspolitiikka | YHTEISKUNNALLISET
KYSYMYKSET | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto On 1 July 2015, Cuba and the United States of America (USA) re-established formal diplomatic links, the culmination
so far of the ground-breaking changes that have taken place in relations between the two countries since December
2014. At the same time, relations between Cuba and the EU are enjoying unprecedented momentum.
The change in Cuba-US relations and the strengthening of the EU's links with Cuba represent two processes that are
different in nature and scope. Despite the changes in US-Cuba relations, full 'normalisation' remains a distant prospect,
mostly due to the US economic embargo against Cuba which is likely to remain in place for the foreseeable future. In
contrast, the EU and its Member States – which have full diplomatic, economic and cooperation relations with Cuba –
have moved closer than at any time before to the conclusion of a Political Dialogue and Cooperation Agreement
(PDCA) with Cuba.
Both the US government and the EU recognise that stronger links with Cuba will not spark any immediate
transformation of the country or lead to rapid political changes or democratic opening. In this regard, the policies to
promote closer relations with Cuba, including the conclusion of an EU-Cuba PDCA, could be characterised as an
investment in the future.

Selvitys EN

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: 17 Goals Agreed, Now for the Hard Part
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 23-09-2015
Tekijä LERCH Marika

Toimiala Demokratia | Globaali hallinta | Ihmisoikeudet | Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana avun arviointi | avun käyttö | avun rahoitus | EU:n tehtävä kansainvälisissä asioissa | Euroopan rakentamistyö |

EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kansallinen tilinpito | kehitysapu | kehitysmaat |
kestävä kehitys | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | köyhyys | nälkä | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | taloudellinen tilanne |
talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE | terveys | tietojen keruu | tietotekniikka ja tietojenkäsittely | YHTEISKUNNALLISET
KYSYMYKSET | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto After more than two years of consultations and negotiations, 193 UN member states agreed on 2 August 2015 to a
new sustainable development agenda that is as ambitious as it is fraught with potential pitfalls. Titled ‘Transforming our
world: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development‘, the agenda will be formally adopted at the UN summit on 25-
27 September in New York. With 17 sustainable development goals (SGDs), it aims for an economic and societal
transformation, integrating all three pillars of sustainable development – economic, social and environmental. The
sectorial scope of the new agenda is enormous, including areas such as migration, industrialisation and energy. The
SDGs are universal in nature, creating responsibilities for all countries, spanning domestic development outcomes,
assistance to other countries and global public goods. The EU has played a major role in the process and has fought
hard for the inclusion of EU values such as human rights and good governance, and for effective implementation and
review processes. The ambitious agenda creates implementation challenges at all levels, including indicators and data
collection, communication and outreach, the financing challenge and the balance between universality and national
ownership.
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Cuba: Political situation
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 22-09-2015
Tekijä GOMEZ RAMIREZ Enrique

Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Amerikka | diplomaattisuhteet | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin suhteet |

ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen politiikka | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kommunistinen puolue | Kuuba |
MAANTIEDE | mielipidesuuntaus | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | parlamentti | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen
turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | poliittinen maantiede | poliittinen puolue | poliittinen tilanne | POLITIIKKA | talouden
rakenne | talousmaantiede | TALOUSTIEDE | talousuudistus | valtionpäämies | Yhdysvallat | yksikamarijärjestelmä |
yksipuoluejärjestelmä

Yhteenveto Although Raúl Castro has introduced some (mainly economic) reforms, the Communist Party remains in control and
the political system seems unlikely to change substantially until he retires in 2018. However, the latest developments
may facilitate a gradual transformation in the longer term.
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European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 18-09-2015
Tekijä DOBREVA Alina

Toimiala Demokratia | Ihmisoikeudet | Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu | Talousarvio
Hakusana demokratia | demokratisointi | EKR | EU:n rahoitusväline | EU:n talous- ja raha-asiat | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan

unionin oikeus | ihmisoikeudet | KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET |
kansalaisyhteiskunta | muut kuin hallitusten väliset järjestöt | oikeudellinen perusta | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS |
poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA | täytäntöönpanovalta ja julkinen hallinto |
valtioista riippumaton järjestö | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto The European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR) was established in 2006 to support projects in
the area of human rights and fundamental freedoms, and to strengthen the rule of law and democratic reform in
countries outside the EU. It provides assistance mainly to civil society organisations, and does not require the consent
of national authorities.

Briefing EN

A Quest for Accountability? EU and Member State Inquiries into the CIA Rendition and Secret Detention
Programme

Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus
Päivämäärä 15-09-2015

Ulkopuolinen laatija Didier Bigo (King’s College, London, the UK ; Science Po, Paris, France ; Centre for Study of Conflicts, Liberty and
Security), Sergio Carrera (Centre for European Policy Studies - CEPS ; University of Maastricht, the Netherlands),
Elspeth Guild (Centre for European Policy Studies - CEPS ; Radboud University Nijmegen and Queen Mary,
University of London, the UK) and Raluca Radescu (Centre for European Policy Studies - CEPS)

Toimiala Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue
Hakusana Amerikka | eduskuntakysely | Euroopan ihmisoikeustuomioistuin | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI |

Eurooppa | eurooppalaiset järjestöt | ihmisoikeudet | Italia | KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | KANSAINVÄLISET
SUHTEET | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | Liettua | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeus |
oikeuslaitoksen riippumattomuus | oikeusorganisaatio | oikeusvaltio | parlamentti | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen
turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | poliittinen maantiede | POLITIIKKA | Puola | puolustus | rikostutkinta | Romania |
talousmaantiede | tiedustelupalvelu | tieto ja tiedonkäsittely | valtion harjoittama väkivalta | valtiosalaisuus | vapauteen,
turvallisuuteen ja oikeuteen perustuva alue | Yhdistynyt kuningaskunta | Yhdysvallat

Yhteenveto At the request of the LIBE Committee, this study assesses the extent to which EU Member States have delivered
accountability for their complicity in the US CIA-led extraordinary rendition and secret detention programme and its
serious human rights violations. It offers a scoreboard of political inquiries and judicial investigations in supranational
and national arenas in relation to Italy, Lithuania, Poland, Romania and the United Kingdom. The study takes as a
starting point two recent and far-reaching developments in delivering accountability and establishing the truth: the
publication of the executive summary of the US Senate Intelligence Committee (Feinstein) Report and new European
Court of Human Rights judgments regarding EU Member States’ complicity with the CIA.
The study identifies significant obstacles to further accountability in the five EU Member States under investigation:
notably the lack of independent and effective official investigations and the use of the ‘state secrets doctrine’ to prevent
disclosure of the facts, evade responsibility and hinder redress to the victims. The study puts forward a set of policy
recommendations for the European Parliament to address these obstacles to effective accountability.

Tutkimus EN

The ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA): A Privileged Interlocutor for the European Parliament
in South East Asia

Julkaisutyyppi Selvitys
Päivämäärä 20-08-2015

Tekijä VANDEWALLE Laurence
Toimiala Demokratia | Ulkosuhteet

Hakusana alueellinen yhdentyminen | alueet ja aluepolitiikka | Asean | Asean-maat | demokratia | Euroopan parlamentti |
Euroopan ulkopuoliset järjestöt | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta |
ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen politiikka | KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET |
MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | parlamentaarinen edustajakokous | parlamentti | parlamenttien välinen
yhteistyö | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | poliittinen valta | POLITIIKKA | talousmaantiede |
TALOUSTIEDE | tarkkailija | toimielimen toiminta

Yhteenveto The mains aims of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) are the promotion of closer cooperation among
parliaments of the association of South East Asian nations (ASEAN) member countries and the facilitation of the
attainment of the objectives of ASEAN. AIPA is not the Parliament of ASEAN: it has no legislative powers, its
resolutions are non-binding, and it does not vote on the budget of ASEAN. However, AIPA is significant in relation to
the development of the political context in Southeast Asia, as the ASEAN Economic Community is about to enter into
force: it provides a parliamentary forum where members from national parliaments can interact and exchange
information on issues of common interest. The European Parliament's participation in the General Assembly of AIPA
provides a unique opportunity for regional dialogue In South East Asia, both with the member countries and with the
observer countries of ASEAN.
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The EU's Trade Policy: From Gender-Blind to Gender-Sensitive?
Julkaisutyyppi Selvitys

Päivämäärä 09-07-2015
Tekijä VIILUP Elina

Toimiala Demokratia | Globaali hallinta | Ihmisoikeudet | Kansainvälinen kauppa | Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu |
Ulkosuhteet

Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | Afrikka | Amerikka | Armenia | Asean-maat | Etelä-Korea | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN
UNIONI | Eurooppa | GCC-maat | Georgia | globalisaatio | henkilöstö- ja palkkahallinto | ihmisoikeudet | Intia | Jordania
| Kanada | kansainvälinen kauppa | kansainvälinen oikeus | kansainvälinen työoikeus | KANSAINVÄLISET
JÄRJESTÖT | kaupan vapautuminen | KAUPPA | kauppapolitiikka | kauppasopimus (EU) | kehitysmaat | kestävä
kehitys | Kiina | Latinalainen Amerikka | Maailman kauppajärjestö | maailmanjärjestöt | MAANTIEDE | Moldova |
naisten asema | naisten osallistuminen | naisten työ | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | Pohjois-Afrikka | poliittinen
maantiede | samapalkkaisuus | sosiaalinen elämä | sosiaalinen kehys | sosiaalinen vaikutus | sukupuolten tasa-arvo |
taloudellinen analyysi | taloudellinen seuraus | taloudellinen tilanne | talousmaantiede | talouspolitiikka |
TALOUSTIEDE | työllisyys | TYÖLLISYYS JA TYÖ | Ukraina | yhteinen kauppapolitiikka | YHTEISKUNNALLISET
KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto The services of the European Commission are currently reflecting on the follow-up to the Strategy for equality between
women and men 2010-2015 (COM (2010) final). The EU's trade policy has not yet been fully integrated into this
Strategy, providing an opportunity for the INTA committee to consider whether and how gender issues should be dealt
with in the context of the EU's trade policies. Article 8 TFEU provides that “in all its activities, the Union shall aim to
eliminate inequalities, and to promote equality between men and women.” The trade policy issues that are discussed
by the European Parliament's INTA committee can have differing gender impacts across the various sectors of the
economy. Understanding the gender dimension of trade agreements better will therefore contribute to better policy
making and to ensuring that both sexes can take advantage of the benefits of trade liberalisation and be protected from
its negative effects.

Selvitys EN, FR

Political parties in Tajikistan
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 07-07-2015
Tekijä KOCAK Konur Alp

Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | edustajanpaikkojen jako | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet |

kaksikamarijärjestelmä | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeuslähteet ja oikeuden alat | parlamentti |
parlamenttivaalit | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | poliittinen maantiede | poliittinen oppositio
| poliittinen puolue | poliittiset puolueet | POLITIIKKA | presidenttivalta | Tadžikistan | vaalilainsäädäntö | vaalimenettely
ja äänestäminen | valtionpäämies | valtiosäännön muuttaminen | yhteistyösopimus (EU)

Yhteenveto Tajikistan's parliamentary elections of 1 March 2015 have brought the country one step closer to an authoritarian
regime. Criticised by observers as flawed and unfair, these elections helped oust the only real opposition party from
parliament and reconfigured the distribution of seats in a way that reaffirmed the president's dominance over the
political system. The assassination of an opposition leader on 5 March 2015 has deepened concerns that opponents
will face increased repression.
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Burundi: Human rights situation
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 02-07-2015
Tekijä ZAMFIR Ionel

Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Afrikka | Burundi | EKR | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen politiikka | kansainvälinen yleissopimus | KANSAINVÄLISET

SUHTEET | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeus oikeussuojaan | painovapaus | poliittinen elämä ja
yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen tilanne | poliittiset oikeudet | POLITIIKKA | seksuaaliseen suuntautuneisuuteen
perustuva syrjintä | sisällissota | sopimuksen ratifiointi | sosiaalinen elämä | sosiaaliset oikeudet | sukupuolisyrjintä |
talousmaantiede | terrorismi | väkivalta | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto Since the end of the civil war in 2005, Burundi has made major efforts towards inter-ethnic reconciliation and
establishing a legal and institutional framework for the protection of human rights, albeit with limited effect in practice.
The run-up to the general elections scheduled initially for May-June 2015 has sparked political violence and seen
space for dissent shrinking rapidly.
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Mexico: Human rights situation
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 02-07-2015
Tekijä ZAMFIR Ionel

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Amerikka | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | huumekauppa | ihmisoikeudet | järjestäytynyt rikollisuus |

MAANTIEDE | Meksiko | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeuslähteet ja oikeuden alat | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen
turvallisuus | poliittinen maantiede | POLITIIKKA | rankaisemattomuus | rikollisuuden torjunta | rikosoikeus | sosiaalinen
elämä | talousmaantiede | valtiosäännön muuttaminen | väkivalta | yhdenvertainen kohtelu | YHTEISKUNNALLISET
KYSYMYKSET | yhteistyösopimus (EU) | yksilöön kohdistuvat rikokset | yleinen turvallisuus

Yhteenveto Mexico's criminal cartels – the most powerful in the Western hemisphere – have been the source of numerous human
rights violations. Major reforms of the legislative and policy framework have been undertaken to improve respect for
human rights, but further efforts are necessary to strengthen their implementation.

Lyhyesti EN

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC): Human rights situation
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 30-06-2015
Tekijä ZAMFIR Ionel

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Afrikka | EKR | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen politiikka | kansainvälinen yleissopimus | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET

| Kongon demokraattinen tasavalta | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeus oikeussuojaan |
painovapaus | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen tilanne | poliittiset oikeudet | POLITIIKKA |
seksuaaliseen suuntautuneisuuteen perustuva syrjintä | sopimuksen ratifiointi | sosiaalinen elämä | sosiaaliset oikeudet
| sukupuolielinten silpominen | sukupuolisyrjintä | talousmaantiede | terrorismi | väkivalta | YHTEISKUNNALLISET
KYSYMYKSET | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto Since 2013, action against armed groups by the national security forces and the UN MONUSCO Mission in the eastern
regions has significantly diminished both violence against civilians and related human rights violations. However, in the
rest of the country, human rights violations such as violence against women, police impunity, a dysfunctional justice
system and shrinking space for political dissent, remain major concerns.
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Yhteenveto US counter-terrorism strategy continues to be at the centre of public attention, with the recent drone strike, killing
Yemeni al Quaeda leader Nasir al-Wuhayshi on 16 June 2015. The US government relies on a wide range of tools,
inter alia intelligence, law enforcement and foreign policy.

 US measures to bring terrorists to justice are still being debated and slowly redefined, primarily through court rulings
assessing their compatibility with US constitutional law. The United States' criminal law has been broadened in scope,
with wide extraterritorial application allowing prosecution of terrorists of other nationalities committing crimes outside
the US. Certain measures taken in parallel to the domestic criminal procedure, such as the institution of ad hoc military
commissions and the retention of prisoners in Guantanamo, have been challenged in the courts.

The counter-terrorism strategy relies on surveillance machinery involving various actors at the federal and state level,
whose task is to identify suspects and gather evidence. The use of technology has created new opportunities for
security controls but has also shown how difficult it is to strike a balance between the protection of rights, such as the
right to privacy, and these new surveillance methods. The debates on the NSA surveillance programme and the court
cases on the No Fly List are but examples of a broader debate on the human rights limits of some security measures
taken to fight terrorism.

The US deems its collaboration with international actors and the EU in this domain as essential, not least because the
functioning of its surveillance apparatus depends in part on information gathered abroad. However, concerns persist
over the eventual implications for constitutional rights and freedoms that the US model entails, and these have become
one of the major sources of opposition to the Transatlantic Trade Investment Partnership with the US. A new act has
been introduced in the US Senate proposing the extension of redress rights under the Privacy Act to major US allies.
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Yhteenveto The EU-India strategic partnership has lost momentum. Bilateral ties are not receiving sufficient priority from both
sides. Economics remains at the core of this relationship. Since negotiations on the Broad-based Trade and
Investment Agreement (BTIA) may take time to be concluded, EU-India ties should not be held hostage to
developments at BTIA level. On defence and security matters, India deals with EU Member States directly and has a
good framework for cooperation with major European powers. The recent Indian decision to buy Rafale jets from
France will also have long-term implications for EU-India links. Unlike its partnerships with the US and Russia, India
has yet to discover the relevance of EU-India relations within evolving Asian security and economic architecture.
Growing Indo-American relations and the close transatlantic partnership could provide new opportunities to work
together. Collaboration in research and innovation has expanded significantly and dialogues on global governance,
energy, counter-terrorism, migration and mobility as well as human rights all show great potential. New dialogues could
be initiated on Afghanistan, maritime security, development cooperation and the Middle-East. Indian engagement in
resolving the Ukraine crisis could be explored.
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Yhteenveto The human right to water has been firmly established and its implications for policy-making have been discussed in
many fields. Thus far, this has hardly been the case for conflicts over water. This study discusses what it means to
integrate human rights in the context of governing water and addressing conflicts over water. A human rights
perspective on conflicts over water will help formulating equitable water governance strategies. To support such
developments, the EU should integrate human rights in policies and other measures to address water conflicts at all
levels. The EU’s activities should be guided by the human rights principles of non-discrimination and equality;
participation and access to information; accountability and access to justice; and a priority for water uses as far as they
are necessary for the realisation of human rights. This relates to internal legislation and policies, development
cooperation, engagement in transboundary basins, political dialogues with partner countries, international fora such as
the UN Human Rights Council, and the negotiations on the post-2015 development agenda. The European Parliament,
specifically, should support such initiatives with resolutions, engagement in UN and inter-parliamentary fora, and
enhancement of public awareness.
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Yhteenveto Although negotiations on Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) were launched with seven regions in 2002 – with
the expectation that they would be concluded within five years – only one full EPA was in force by March 2015: the
agreement between the EU and the Caribbean Forum (CARIFORUM). A few interim EPAs are being implemented,
including one for Eastern and Southern Africa. This briefing compares the principal provisions on social and
environmental standards in the EPA with West Africa to the provisions in the CARIFORUM EPA and the interim EPA
for Eastern and Southern Africa. In general, the CARIFORUM EPA contains the widest set of environmental and
socials standards, as well as the most specific provisions, including on monitoring and dispute settlement procedures.
While less comprehensive, the West Africa EPA also contains references to social and environmental objectives; the
West Africa text confirms provisions in the Cotonou Partnership Agreement and includes a 'non-execution clause',
which allows the EU to take measures in cases of human rights violations. The divergences between EPAs may well
derive from different negotiating contexts. All EPAs will face a challenge when the Cotonou Agreement expires, as
their non-execution clauses are linked to Cotonou.
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Yhteenveto Kenya's new Constitution, adopted in 2010, has enabled it to make progress on a number of fronts, especially in
enhancing democratic governance and the role of the judiciary. Massive human rights violations, however, continue to
be perpetrated by the Somalia-based terrorist organisation Al-Shabaab and to some extent also by the security forces
operating against it.
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Yhteenveto The Summit of the Americas is a unique forum that enables all heads of state from the continent to meet and discuss
issues covering their hemisphere. Cuba's first ever attendance, at the forum's Seventh Summit, held in Panama in
April 2015, marked a turning point in the process.
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Yhteenveto Despite commitments at international, regional and national levels, child, early and forced marriage remain widespread
across the world, curtailing the human rights of girls and women and hindering poverty reduction and development.
Within the EU itself, forced marriage also remains a concern.
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Yhteenveto The Sharia – literally meaning 'path' – is the normative value system of Islam which guides the individual in their
interaction with Allah (God) and society. Although the Sharia includes a number of clear precepts, it is not a set of
deterministic rules and therefore requires interpretation. This is the subject of Islamic legal studies (fiqh). Recently,
reference to the Sharia has become an important component of identity politics both within and outside the Muslim
world. It is therefore necessary to understand who interprets the Sharia and on what basis.
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Yhteenveto At a special meeting on migration on 23 April 2015, the European Council committed to four priorities: strengthening
the EU's presence at sea, fighting traffickers in accordance with international law, preventing illegal migration flows,
and reinforcing internal solidarity and responsibility. This is based on a 10 point action plan on migration, agreed to
jointly by the foreign and home affairs ministers at their meeting on 20 April 2015 in Luxembourg. The meeting followed
the invitation of European Council President Donald Tusk, after the tragic events on the 19 April 2015 when 800
people died off the coast of Libya trying to cross the Mediterranean to Europe
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Yhteenveto Nigeria is plagued by numerous and pervasive human rights problems. It is Africa’s largest democracy and its
constitution guarantees human rights, but enforcement in practice is still largely deficient in many areas. Many human
rights violations have occurred in the context of violent conflict, especially the Boko Haram insurgency in the north-
east.
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Yhteenveto PDF Version The human rights situation in Venezuela has deteriorated significantly, due to increased political
confrontation and an economy in rapid decline. Criticism regarding human rights from non-governmental, regional and
international organisations has intensified. The government, while it has admitted some abuse, has done little to hold
those responsible to account.
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Yhteenveto EU Readmission Agreements (EURAs) are based on reciprocal obligations and are concluded between the European
Union and non-EU countries to facilitate the return of people residing irregularly in a country to their country of origin or
to a country of transit. They operate alongside but take precedence over bilateral readmission agreements between
individual EU Member States and non-EU countries. They are negotiated in a broader context where partner countries
are usually granted visa facilitation and other incentives such as financial support for implementing the agreement or
special trade conditions in exchange for readmitting people residing without authorisation in the EU. As such, they are
crucial to the EU’s return policy, as defined in the Return Directive (Directive 2008/115/EC). The legal basis for
concluding EURAs is Article 79(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU). They are
negotiated with the partner country on the basis of a negotiating mandate granted by the Council to the Commission.
They are then concluded after the European Parliament has given its consent. Once they come into force, their
effectiveness can vary significantly from country to country. In the past, the European Parliament (EP) has raised
concerns that EURAs do not provide sufficient human-rights safeguards to ensure the protection of returnees at all
times. The EURA with Albania (signed in 2005) was the first to reflect the EP's concerns about this insufficient
reference to human rights.
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Yhteenveto Directive 2008/115/EC on common standards and procedures for returning illegally staying third-country nationals is
part of the European Union's Global Approach to Migration and Mobility (GAMM). It sets out to protect returnees by
establishing Schengen-wide standards and procedures for their return, based on EU and international fundamental
rights and refugee-protection obligations. At the same time, it recognises the Member States' right to remove illegal
stayers and safeguard their public policy and national-security interests.

Given the growing numbers of non-EU nationals seeking protection or better lives in the European Union, the proper
implementation of this Directive plays a crucial role in ensuring that those who do not need protection are returned
safely, in dignity and with due regard to their human rights. Since its adoption, a number of judgments of the Court of
Justice of the European Union (CJEU) have either confirmed or clarified certain aspects of the Return Directive, in
order to identify and address non-compliant national practices.

The Commission's March 2014 communication appraised EU return policy and explored future developments. The
Council responded in its June 2014 conclusions on return policy, emphasising the need to focus on improving
implementation and consolidating existing rules rather than new legislative initiatives.

The European Parliament's resolution of 17 December 2014 advocated, inter alia, swift processing, in collaboration
with non-EU countries of origin and return, and of transit, for those who do not qualify for asylum and protection in the
EU.
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Yhteenveto In anticipation of increased traveller flows and in response to the security concerns voiced by EU Member States, the
European Commission put forward a Smart Borders package in 2013, consisting of three legislative proposals with the
goal of making border control procedures faster and more reliable through applying interconnected advanced
technologies throughout the Schengen area.
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Yhteenveto In June 2014, in recognition of its progress, the European Council granted EU candidate status to Albania. A major
achievement, this is also an encouragement for Albania to advance reforms on its five key priorities in order to move to
the next step, the opening of accession negotiations.
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Yhteenveto The European Union is founded on values common to all Member States. These are supposed to ensure a level of
homogeneity among Member States, while respecting their national identities, so facilitating the development of a
European identity and their integration. Article 7 of the Treaty on European Union provides mechanisms to enforce EU
values, based on a political decision by the Council with the participation of the Commission and Parliament. Such
decisions are exempt from judicial review. The current mechanism is said to be unusable due to the high thresholds
needed to adopt a decision in the Council, as well as Member States' political unwillingness to use it. Various new
approaches have been proposed by academics and by political actors, from a new independent monitoring body – the
'Copenhagen Commission', through extending the mandate of the EU Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA), to
introducing the possibility for the EU to suspend national measures suspected of infringing EU law. The European
Parliament launched the idea of a 'European fundamental rights policy cycle' with the cooperation of EU institutions,
Member States and the FRA, as a 'new Copenhagen mechanism' to monitor the situation in Member States. This
mechanism would incorporate an early-warning system, with 'formal notices' to Member States where a breach in the
rule of law appears likely, before formal proceedings under Article 7, and a 'freezing procedure' for national measures
infringing upon EU values. In 2014, the Commission announced 'A new EU framework to strengthen the Rule of Law',
with a structured dialogue between the Commission and the Member State concerned and Commission
recommendations and follow-up. On an initiative of the Italian Presidency, the Council decided in December 2014 to
hold an annual dialogue, in the General Affairs Council, on the 'rule of law' in Member States. This briefing updates an
earlier one published in October 2013.
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Yhteenveto The need to reform the United Nations to adapt the organisation to new global power configurations has been widely
recognised. Yet these reforms have often been hampered by a lack of global consensus on how they could be carried
and what they would entail. The UN 'reform agenda' touches upon virtually all areas of the organisation's activities,
including peace support, development and human rights. The proposals also concern institutional issues, including
budgetary and management reforms of the UN system. This paper takes stock of progress in key areas of reform and
outlines possible ways forward.
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Yhteenveto Although India is the world's largest democracy, its second most populous country and one of its top ten economies,
this has not prevented multiple human rights abuses from remaining a fact of life in many parts of the country. In recent
statements and resolutions, the Council of the European Union and the European Parliament have voiced deep
concern over India's human rights situation.
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Yhteenveto The human rights situation in Bangladesh has been continually worsening, and what makes it even more alarming is
that the state is largely responsible for this. In its September 2014 session, the European Parliament adopted a very
detailed resolution expressing its deep concern over human rights violations and working conditions in the country.
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Yhteenveto During its 28th session from 2 to 27 March 2015, the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) will mark the
anniversary of its creation in March 2006. This intergovernmental body is one of the Charter-based bodies of the
United Nations system and is a separate entity from Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR).
This distinction originates from the separate mandates they were given by the General Assembly.
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Yhteenveto Human rights and the promotion of democracy worldwide are top priorities for the European Parliament. They fall
under the remit of the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET) and of its Subcommittee on Human Rights (DROI), which
discusses both topical and standing issues in this field in depth.
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Yhteenveto The creation of the African Union (AU) in 2002 sparked hopes for the start of a new era in African integration. New
institutional mechanisms and norms have been put in place to accomplish AU’s ambitious objectives in the area of
peace, human rights and democratic governance. Despite the promise of these objectives, they have yet to become
fully effective and legitimate as many member states still need to fulfil their commitments and sign the necessary legal
instruments.
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Yhteenveto The first five years of the Eastern Partnership have witnessed the most challenging period of relations between the EU
and its eastern neighbours since the fall of communism in 1991. The year 2014 was a pivotal one, marked by the
signing of Association Agreements with the European Union by three partners countries – Ukraine, Republic of
Moldova, and Georgia – but also by Russian military intervention in Ukraine, including the annexation of Crimea. The
continued aggression of a revanchist and intransigent Russia has altered the political and social landscape, and the
original concept of the Eastern Partnership, however well-intentioned and suitable for a previous era, is not adequate
to meet the challenges of 2015 and beyond. Therefore, there is a need for the EU to rethink its policy towards the
Eastern Partnership countries and Russia, and build new approaches to suit the new reality. More than ever, the EU
needs to focus its attention on relations with those Eastern Partner countries that are willing to cooperate more closely
and who truly wish to integrate with the Union, politically, economically and socially. Ukraine, Republic of Moldova, and
Georgia should be perceived as more than partners, and the ‘more for more’ approach should be strengthened. Such
an approach would send a clear political signal to all parties involved, and make for a better use of limited resources.
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Yhteenveto Uzbekistan's human rights record is widely decried. A UN report has described the use of torture as 'systematic'. An
EP resolution calls on the EU High Representative, the EEAS and EU Member States to push Uzbekistan to make
tangible human rights improvements.
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Yhteenveto The human rights situation in Tajikistan raises a number of concerns, especially regarding the use of torture and the
violation of women's rights. The UN and the EU are closely monitoring the situation.
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Yhteenveto PDF Version Kazakhstan has a poor human rights record which includes areas of concern such as freedom of
expression, women's rights, the prevention of torture and ill-treatment of detainees, the regulatory framework for civil
society organisations, and freedom of religion or belief. The European Parliament continues to call on the EU to closely
monitor developments in the country.
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Yhteenveto Since 2007, under the Government of President Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov, no significant improvements regarding
human rights and civil liberties in Turkmenistan have been observed by international human rights organisations. The
EU is concerned by the situation and closely monitors human rights issues through a permanent dialogue on human
rights with Turkmenistan authorities.
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Kyrgyzstan: human rights situation
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Päivämäärä 18-02-2015
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Toimiala Demokratia | Ihmisoikeudet | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | etninen selkkaus | etninen syrjintä | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan

unionin suhteet | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen politiikka | KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | KANSAINVÄLISET
SUHTEET | kidutus | Kirgisia | lapsen oikeudet | MAANTIEDE | muut kuin hallitusten väliset järjestöt | naisten oikeudet
| oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeuslaitoksen riippumattomuus | oikeusorganisaatio | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen
turvallisuus | poliittinen maantiede | poliittinen tilanne | POLITIIKKA | rikosoikeus | sananvapaus | seksuaaliseen
suuntautuneisuuteen perustuva syrjintä | valtioista riippumaton järjestö | vankeinhoitolaitos | YK:n yleissopimus

Yhteenveto PDF Version In a region surrounded by authoritarian regimes, Kyrgyzstan is the only Central Asian country which
appears relatively democratic. However, the United Nations (UN) and the EU are calling for further improvements to
address human rights concerns such as the need for inter-ethnic reconciliation, and the significant role played by civil
society and human rights defenders as key factors for the country's long-term development.
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Afghanistan: human rights situation
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 18-02-2015
Tekijä LECARTE Jacques

Toimiala Demokratia | Ihmisoikeudet | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | Afganistan | ihmisoikeudet | itsemurha | kansainvälinen politiikka | kansainvälinen yleissopimus |

KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kidutus | kuolemanrangaistus | MAANTIEDE | naisten asema | naisten oikeudet |
oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | pakkomuutto | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen tilanne |
POLITIIKKA | rikosoikeus | sananvapaus | siirtolaisuus | sopimuksen ratifiointi | sosiaalinen elämä | terrorismi |
YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto The human rights gains made over the past 12 years in Afghanistan are increasingly under threat with a resurgence of
violence, and women’s rights in particular being degraded. The EU is deeply concerned by the country's deteriorating
situation.
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Puola | Romania | Saksan demokraattinen tasavalta | Saksan yhdentyminen | talouden rakenne | talousmaantiede |
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Yhteenveto Part of the new European Parliament History series, this study analyses the events that led to democratic change in
Central and Eastern Europe in the years 1989-90, from the perspective of the Parliament, as detailed in materials to be
found in its Historical Archives. It traces Parliament's discussions and positions during this crucial period, including its
debates on Post-Communism and on Eastern enlargement. The studies in the European Parliament History Series are
primarily based on documents preserved in, and made available to the public by, the Historical Archives of the
European Parliament. &nbsp;
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KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kansalaisyhteiskunta | kansallinen tilinpito |
kehitysapu | kestävä kehitys | köyhyys | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus |
POLITIIKKA | sukupuolten tasa-arvo | talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE | täytäntöönpanovalta ja julkinen hallinto |
Yhdistyneet Kansakunnat | yhteistyöpolitiikka | YK:n yleiskokous

Yhteenveto Fruit of two different but increasingly converging processes, the post-2015 sustainable development agenda is set to
become the universal framework guiding global and national efforts to support human development in conjunction with
environmental durability, from 2016. As the final stage in negotiations approaches, the post-2015 agenda is taking
shape in a novel institutional setting, characterised not only by its twin-channels – with Rio+20 state-driven and post-
2015 UN-led tracks – but also by its highly participative nature. Indeed the process has ensured large space for public
participation and opportunities for input from stakeholders. The broad reactions to the shape the agenda is taking,
expressed as the main outcome documents are published, show that the results may not satisfy those who were
expecting a truly transformative shift in the way the international community faces global challenges. According to
commentators the working documents do not address the roots of poverty and economic inequality, although they
follow the growth-centred path supported by the business lobby. A true human-rights approach to development is not
at the basis of the agenda, although it is stressed that substantial progress has been achieved through its universal
scope and the inclusion of the rule of law and peace and security-related goals in the new framework. This is an
updated version of a briefing published in June 2014.
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Towards a new European Agenda on Security
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KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | palkkasotilas | poliittinen elämä ja
yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen maantiede | POLITIIKKA | puolustus | rikollisuuden torjunta | sosiaalinen elämä | Syyria
| talousmaantiede | terrorismi | vapauteen, turvallisuuteen ja oikeuteen perustuva alue | yhteinen turvallisuus- ja
puolustuspolitiikka | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | yleinen turvallisuus

Yhteenveto Security and defence of its citizens are of high importance in the EU. At the same time, any EU security policy must
also respect the values on which the EU is based, such as respect for fundamental rights. Striking the right balance
between the two has been the guiding principle of the EU's internal security measures. The protection and surveillance
measures implemented so far were not able to prevent the recent terrorist attacks. The ongoing threats have led
Member States and EU institutions to re-evaluate their internal security policies. This re-evaluation comes at a time
when the EU is still in the process of agreeing a new strategy, to build on the efforts undertaken under the 2010-14 EU
Internal Security Strategy. A sound EU Internal Security Strategy is crucial because it facilitates cooperation among
Member States and ensures internal security issues are dealt with in a systematic manner.
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Addressing the Human Rights Impacts of 'Land Grabbing'
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UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | KAUPPA | kauppapolitiikka | kehitysapu | kehitysmaat |
kestävä kehitys | maankäyttö | maapolitiikka | MAATALOUS, METSÄTALOUS JA KALASTUS | maatalousjärjestelmä |
maatalouskiinteistö | maatalousmaan viljely | maatalouspolitiikka | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | omaisuuden
hankkiminen | siviilioikeus | taloudellinen tilanne | talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE | yhteinen kauppapolitiikka |
yhteistyöpolitiikka | yksityinen yritys | yrityksen hallintoneuvosto | yrityksen organisaatio | yritysmuoto |
YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

Yhteenveto This Study discusses the human rights issues raised by large-scale land deals for plantation agriculture (‘land
grabbing’) in low and middle-income countries. Firstly, the Study takes stock of available data on large land deals, their
features and their driving forces. It finds that ‘land grabbing’ is a serious issue requiring urgent attention. Secondly, the
Study conceptualises the link between land deals and human rights, reviews relevant international human rights law
and discusses evidence on actual and potential human rights impacts. It finds that important human rights dimensions
are at stake, and that compressions of human rights have been documented in some contexts. Thirdly, the Study
identifies the areas of EU policy that are most directly relevant to addressing the human rights impacts of ‘land
grabbing’, and in so doing it also briefly discusses developments in home and host countries as well as internationally.
Fourthly, the Study proposes courses of action by which the EU, and the European Parliament in particular, can further
prevent or remedy human rights violations linked to large-scale land deals.
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Hakusana alueellinen turvallisuus | Andien ryhmä | Andien ryhmän maat | asekauppa | demokratia | Euroopan ulkopuoliset

järjestöt | huumekauppa | ihmisoikeudet | ilmastonmuutospolitiikka | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET
JÄRJESTÖT | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | KAUPPA | kauppapolitiikka | lahjonta | laiton kauppa | luonnon
monimuotoisuus | luonnonympäristö | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen kehys | poliittinen
yhteistyö | POLITIIKKA | puolustus | rikollisuuden torjunta | rikosoikeus | sosiaalinen elämä | talousmaantiede |
ulkopolitiikka | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | yhteistyöpolitiikka | YMPÄRISTÖ | ympäristöasiain yhteistyö |
ympäristöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto The member countries of the Andean Community (CAN) have been successful in establishing cooperation in a number
of political fields, such as democracy and human rights, foreign policy, security, the fight against corruption and drug
trafficking, and environmental protection.
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ASEAN: building a Political-Security Community
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Yhteenveto Since its inception in 1967, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) has been a key foreign policy and
security player in the region. Like the EU, it has helped to bring stability to a formerly turbulent region. In an effort to put
cooperation on a more structured basis, ASEAN's 2007 Charter establishes a Political-Security Community as one of
the organisation's three pillars (the other two being the Economic and Socio-Cultural Communities).
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Yhteenveto Dr Denis Mukwege, a 59-year-old gynaecologist from the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) has won the 2014
Sakharov Prize. The attribution of Europe's top human rights prize is recognition for Dr Mukwege's perseverance and
courage in his efforts to help rape survivors over the past 16 years. A fervent advocate of women's rights, he has
received many international awards, but has also became the target of death threats, and even an assassination
attempt in 2012.
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sukupuolten tasa-arvo | syrjinnän torjunta | Syyria | talousmaantiede | Thaimaa | UNHCR | uskonnonvapaus |
Yhdistyneet Kansakunnat | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto Statelessness is a significant human rights challenge: it is often a product of human rights problems, such as gender or
racial discrimination, while it also has a serious and lasting impact on the enjoyment of other human rights. This study
explores how the European Union can play a greater role in the fight against statelessness around the world as part of
its external action on human rights issues. It demonstrates the nexus between statelessness and the EU’s current
human rights priorities and identifies the ways in which the EU has already contributed to addressing statelessness in
its external action.
The study then discusses the ways in which the EU can strengthen its contribution to the fights against statelessness
through multilateral action, bilateral action and improved institutional arrangements. Finally, the paper identifies a set of
three thematic and five country priorities for EU engagement on statelessness, providing recommendations for action
in each case.
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A Comparative Study of EU and US Approaches to Human Rights in External Relations
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poliittinen maantiede | POLITIIKKA | talousmaantiede | täytäntöönpanovalta ja julkinen hallinto | ulkopolitiikka |
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turvallisuuspolitiikka | yhteistyöpolitiikka | YK:n apuelimet

Yhteenveto Both the European Union (EU) and the United States (US) emphasise the centrality of human rights in their domestic
and external policies. Despite their common attachment to human rights and a potential affinity of seemingly common
transatlantic approaches to human rights issues in external policies, the EU and the US have diverged considerably in
their respective promotion of human rights abroad. Drawing on the historical and legal underpinnings of human rights
promotion in the EU and the US, the purpose of the present study is to provide a comparative analysis of how human
rights are integrated and mainstreamed into their respective external policies, thereby using case studies such as EU
Special Representatives/US Special Envoys, Democracy Promotion, the Human Rights Council and the International
Criminal Court to contextualise the argument. To this end, the study outlines the intricacies behind the institutional set-
up of EU and US external action, and delves into the specificities of human rights-related policy-making in the realm of
traditional foreign policy, international trade and international development. The study concludes with the formulation of
recommendations for the further integration of human rights in EU external policies, as well as to the future
collaboration between the EU and the US on human rights.
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Yhteenveto Kim Jong-un became the third leader in North Korea’s history, after succeeding his father Kim Jong-il, who died in
December 2011. The succession took place smoothly and the new leader follows his predecessor's repressive political
line and insists on the development of a nuclear and space programme in an effort to reinforce the country's
international position and secure external aid.
Pyongyang succeeded in both launching an intercontinental rocket in December 2012 and testing its third nuclear
bomb in February 2013. This caused an international outcry and resulted in more UN sanctions against the DPRK
regime. The situation was normalised after China imposed severe limitations to bilateral trade and financial
transactions. Since last year North Korea has softened its tone, even launching a ‘charm offensive’ to appease its
opponents.
Two decades after the great famine that killed more than one million people, agricultural production hardly covers the
population's nutritional needs. North Korea depends mainly on aid granted by China and some other donors for its
survival. The country is also one of the most repressive in the world and holds a very poor human rights record.
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Yhteenveto Signed in 1997 and in force since 2000, the Economic Partnership, Political Coordination and Cooperation Agreement,
known as the 'Global Agreement', is the cornerstone of the legal framework for relations between the European Union
(EU) and Mexico. Currently, the EU and Mexico are exploring possible ways to update and modernise the Agreement,
to factor in the transformations that have occurred in the past decade and half.
The study addresses how the EU-Mexico relationship has evolved since the entry into force of the Agreement in 2000
and evaluates the results achieved within each of its three main areas (political dialogue, cooperation and trade), as
well as in the EU-Mexico Strategic Partnership from 2008. Against that background, it assesses the options for
updating the Agreement and provides specific recommendations in this regard.
The study focuses in particular on the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC), the forum for institutionalised
interparliamentary dialogue between the European Parliament and the Mexican Congress. The study examines the
JPC's role in monitoring the implementation of the Global Agreement and EU-Mexico relations in general, and sets out
recommendations to improve the Committee's performance and to strengthen its participation in the process of
modernisation of the Agreement.
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Indonesia: human rights situation
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 23-10-2014
Tekijä LECARTE Jacques

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | etninen syrjintä | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin suhteet |

ihmisoikeudet | Indonesia | kansainvälinen politiikka | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kidutus | MAANTIEDE | naisten
oikeudet | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen tilanne | POLITIIKKA |
sopimuksen ratifiointi | talousmaantiede | tukahduttaminen | uskonnollinen syrjintä | yhteinen ulko- ja
turvallisuuspolitiikka | YK:n yleissopimus

Yhteenveto Indonesia has the potential to become a model emerging democracy that respects human rights nationally and
supports universal human rights standards across the world. Achieving this will require newly elected President Joko
Widodo to take a firm stand to protect the human rights of Indonesia’s marginalised groups.
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New Approaches, Alternative Avenues and Means of Access to Asylum Procedures for Persons Seeking
International Protection

Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus
Päivämäärä 23-10-2014

Ulkopuolinen laatija Elspeth Guild (Centre for European Policy Studies - CEPS, Brussels, Belgium), Cathryn Costello (Oxford University,
the UK), Madeline Garlick (Radboud University, Nijmegen, The Netherlands), Violeta Moreno-Lax (University of
London, the UK), Minos Mouzourakis (Oxford University, the UK) and Sergio Carrera (Centre for European Policy
Studies - CEPS)
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laitokset | täytäntöönpanovalta ja julkinen hallinto | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto Upon request by the LIBE committee, this study examines the workings of the Common European Asylum System
(CEAS), in order to assess the need and potential for new approaches to ensure access to protection for people
seeking it in the EU, including joint processing and distribution of asylum seekers. Rather than advocating the addition
of further complexity and coercion to the CEAS, the study proposes a focus on front-line reception and streamlined
refugee status determination, in order to mitigate the asylum challenges facing Member States, and guarantee the
rights of asylum seekers and refugees according to the EU acquis and international legal standards.
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Will the Afghan Government Deal Provide the Country the Stability it Needs?
Julkaisutyyppi Selvitys
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Tekijä GARCES DE LOS FAYOS TOURNAN Fernando

Toimiala Demokratia | Ihmisoikeudet | Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu | Turvallisuus ja puolustus | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | Afganistan | alueellinen turvallisuus | Amerikka | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI |

ihmisoikeudet | kahdenvälinen sopimus | kansainvälinen politiikka | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET
JÄRJESTÖT | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | lahjonta | maailmanjärjestöt | MAANTIEDE | Nato | oikeudet ja vapaudet
| OIKEUS | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen liittoutuma | poliittinen maantiede | poliittinen tilanne |
POLITIIKKA | presidentin vaali | rikosoikeus | sopimusneuvottelut (EU) | talousmaantiede | vaalimenettely ja
äänestäminen | vaalipetos | Yhdysvallat | yhteinen ulko- ja turvallisuuspolitiikka | yhteistyösopimus (EU) | yleinen
turvallisuus

Yhteenveto A dangerous political crisis ignited in Afghanistan this year – just months before the International Security Assistance
Force was to be replaced by a reduced US and NATO force. Both presidential candidates, Ashraf Ghani and Abdullah
Abdullah, alleged that the second, June round of the presidential elections had been marred by fraud. A power-sharing
agreement was finally reached between President Ghani and 'CEO' Abdullah in September, following intense
international pressure. The outcome has frustrated the Afghan people, whose high turnout at the poll, despite high
security risks, demonstrated a real commitment to democracy. Turnout in the 2015 parliamentary elections will suggest
whether voters' disappointment persists.
Providing a minimum of security to the population and to international agencies will be the new government's highest
priority. Violent attacks are on the rise, though government camps may disagree on whether and how to negotiate with
the Taliban insurgency. Disputes about the appointments of high officials from different political and ethnic groups may
also distract Ghani from one of his principal goals: fighting corruption. The European Parliament could ask the EU to
reinforce its support for the new government and reiterate its call that a new EU-Afghan agreement stress democracy
and human rights – particularly those of women.
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Pakistan: human rights situation
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Päivämäärä 16-10-2014
Tekijä LECARTE Jacques

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Kansainvälinen kauppa
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen politiikka |

KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kulttuuri ja uskonto | kuolemanrangaistus | lapsen oikeudet | lapsityövoima |
MAANTIEDE | naisten asema | naisten oikeudet | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | painovapaus | Pakistan | pakotettu
katoaminen | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | POLITIIKKA | rikosoikeus | sosiaalinen elämä | sosiaalinen kehys
| talousmaantiede | työllisyys | TYÖLLISYYS JA TYÖ | uskonnollinen fundamentalismi | uskonnollinen ryhmä |
uskonnollinen syrjintä | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | yhteistyösopimus (EU) | YK:n yleissopimus

Yhteenveto Human rights abuse is one of the most complex and challenging issues in Pakistan today. The EU has expressed
concerns about the human rights situation and monitors events closely.
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Azerbaijan: Human rights situation
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Tekijä LECARTE Jacques
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Yhteenveto Azerbaijan is considered by many international NGOs to be an authoritarian country in which civil and political rights
are severely restricted and frequently violated. The EU may soon be ready to agree on a Strategic Modernisation
Partnership with Azerbaijan. Nevertheless, the Council and the EP have stressed deep concerns about the persecution
of human-rights defenders in the country.
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Federica Mogherini - High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy / Vice-
President of the Commission - Hearings of European Commissioners-designate
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Tekijä CIRLIG Carmen-Cristina
Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Turvallisuus ja puolustus

Hakusana EP:n valiokunta | Euroopan naapuruuspolitiikka | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin
toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | Eurooppa | ihmisoikeudet | Italia | julkinen kuulemistilaisuus | jäsenten
nimeäminen | komissaari | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | parlamentin työskentely | poliittinen
maantiede | POLITIIKKA | sopimus (EU) | talousmaantiede | unionin ulkoasioiden ja turvallisuuspolitiikan korkea
edustaja | varapuheenjohtaja (toimielimen) | yhteinen ulko- ja turvallisuuspolitiikka

Yhteenveto The Vice President-designate for High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy is Federica
Mogherini, Italy. Her hearing will take place before the Committee on Foreign Affairs (AFET) on Monday 6 October at
18.30 hours.
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Humanitarian Aid: Crises, Trends, Challenges
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Toimiala Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu
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kansainvälisissä asioissa | Euroopan rakentamistyö | Euroopan ulkopuoliset järjestöt | EUROOPAN UNIONI |
Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | huippukokous | humanitaarinen apu | hätäapu | ihmisoikeudet
| Irak | kansainvälinen politiikka | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | KANSAINVÄLISET
SUHTEET | Keski-Afrikan tasavalta | kestävä kehitys | luonnonkatastrofi | MAANTIEDE | nälkä | oikeudet ja vapaudet |
OIKEUS | pakolainen | poliittinen maantiede | Syyria | talousmaantiede | talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE | terveys |
YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | yhteistyöpolitiikka | YK:n päätöslauselma | YMPÄRISTÖ | ympäristön laadun
huononeminen | ympäristöpolitiikka | ympäristöriskien ehkäiseminen

Yhteenveto As the humanitarian community prepares for the first-ever World Humanitarian Summit to be held in Istanbul, Turkey,
in May 2016, the backdrop is far from easy. The scale of natural and man-made disasters is daunting, vulnerability and
fragility are increasing, funding shortfalls become constant, operating environments grow increasingly problematic, and
the humanitarian system itself remains highly complex despite multiple waves of reform. Although humanitarian action
has become more effective over the years, actors must continue to search for ways to better prevent and prepare for
disasters, and to respond in a manner that is more flexible and better adapted to new realities and the needs of
afflicted populations while alleviating suffering, maintaining dignity and saving lives - the ultimate objective of
humanitarian work.
The EU has been a key player in international humanitarian policy. It has substantial clout in shaping future
humanitarian action on a wide range of issues. These include principled and needs-based action, enhanced disaster
preparedness and management, resilience-building, partnerships with non-traditional actors and emerging donors,
innovative approaches and greater effectiveness and accountability, for both EU and international efforts. The
European Parliament has several options to participate actively in these discussions and play a formative role in
shaping humanitarian outcomes.
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parlamentti | Euroopan rakentamistyö | Euroopan turvallisuus | Euroopan ulkosuhdehallinto | EUROOPAN UNIONI |
Euroopan unionin oikeus | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | eurooppalainen puolustuspolitiikka
| hallinnollinen johtaminen | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | konfliktien
torjuminen | Lissabonin sopimus | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA | puolustus |
tarkastus | yhteinen ulko- ja turvallisuuspolitiikka | YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

Yhteenveto Since the Lisbon Treaty entered into force, EU delegations have expanded the scope of their activities, playing a wide
variety of roles, including coordination, representation and reporting. They have provided important policy-making
contributions to different actors within the EU, helping to inform and shape policy responses. EU delegations have also
forged productive relations with the European Parliament (EP), assisting parliamentary structures logistically and
substantively during their third country visits. The European Parliament has been a staunch supporter of the European
External Action Service (EEAS) and has advocated that the delegations play a robust role and enjoy adequate
resources. The EP also contributed recommendations to further improve the Service during the 2013-14 EEAS review.
During the last legislature, the EP demonstrated particular interest in the delegations' contributions in the fields of
democracy support, human rights, mediation and security, and encouraged greater engagement in these areas.
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Workers' conditions in the textile and clothing sector: just an Asian affair? Issues at stake after the Rana
Plaza tragedy

Julkaisutyyppi Briefing
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Tekijä D'AMBROGIO Enrico
Toimiala Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu

Hakusana Aasia | Aasia ja Oseania | ammatillinen järjestäytymisvapaus | ammatintarkastus | hallinnollinen johtaminen |
ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen oikeus | kansainvälinen politiikka | kansainvälinen työoikeus | kansainvälinen
yleissopimus | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | KAUPPA | kauppapolitiikka | MAANTIEDE | monikansallinen yhtiö |
nahka- ja tekstiiliteollisuus | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | tarkastus | tekstiiliteollisuus | TEOLLISUUS |
TYÖLLISYYS JA TYÖ | työmarkkinasuhteet ja työoikeus | työolot | työolot ja työn järjestäminen | yhteinen
kauppapolitiikka | yleinen tullietuus | yrityksen organisaatio | yrityksen sosiaalinen vastuu | yritysmuoto |
YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

Yhteenveto More than 70% of EU imports of textile and clothing come from Asia. Many Asian workers have to work in sweatshop
conditions, but the issue appears in global media only when major fatal accidents occur, like that at Rana Plaza in
Bangladesh, in 2013. Long working hours, low wages, lack of regular contracts, and systemically hazardous conditions
are often reported. Trade unions, when allowed, are unable to protect workers.
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The Role of the EP in Shaping the EU’s Trade Policy after the Entry into Force of the Treaty of Lisbon
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Hakusana EP:n toimivalta | EU:n toimielinten väliset suhteet | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin

oikeus | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | ihmisoikeudet | immateriaalioikeus | kansainvälinen
kauppa | KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | KAUPPA | kauppapolitiikka | kauppasopimus (EU) | kestävä kehitys |
Lissabonin sopimus | Maailman kauppajärjestö | maailmanjärjestöt | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS |
päätöksentekomenettelyn avoimuus | sopimusneuvottelut (EU) | sosiaaliset oikeudet | talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE
| TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | tutkimus ja immateriaalioikeus | unionin oikeuden valmistelu |
vapaakauppasopimus | yhteinen kauppapolitiikka

Yhteenveto In the few years that have passed since the Treaty of Lisbon amplified the European Parliament’s authority, the
institution has reshaped the EU’s trade policy – a domain that has become the exclusive competence of the EU.
Parliament has not, as some feared it would, compromised the Union’s technical approach. Rather, it has given the
EU’s Common Commercial Policy (CCP) democratic legitimacy and emphasised human rights and environmental
concerns. While the Treaty of Lisbon made this change possible, it did not make it inevitable; Parliament has exercised
creativity in interpreting its co-legislative powers and modelling a significant role for itself. As the fifth anniversary in
December 2014 of the entry of the Treaty of Lisbon approaches, Parliament is further consolidating its powers of
oversight and decision. The moment is ripe to survey the lessons of the past four-and-a-half years and to buttress the
institution for the challenges to come.
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KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kansalaisyhteiskunta | kansallinen tilinpito |
kehitysapu | kestävä kehitys | köyhyys | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus |
POLITIIKKA | talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE | Yhdistyneet Kansakunnat | yhteistyöpolitiikka | YK:n ympäristö- ja
kehityskonferenssi | yrityksen organisaatio | yrityksen sosiaalinen vastuu | YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

Yhteenveto Fruit of two different but increasingly converging processes, the post-2015 sustainable development agenda is set to
become the universal framework guiding global and national efforts to support human development in conjunction with
environmental durability, from 2016. As the final stage in negotiations approaches, the post-2015 agenda is taking
shape in a novel institutional setting, characterised not only by its twin-channels – with Rio+20 state-driven and post-
2015 UN-led tracks – but also by its highly participative nature. The broad reactions to the shape the agenda is taking,
expressed as the main outcome documents are published, show that the results may not satisfy those who were
expecting a truly transformative shift in the way the international community faces global challenges.
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Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu | Rahoitus- ja pankkiasiat | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Afrikka | AKT–EU-suhteet | Cotonoun sopimus | EKR | Etiopia | EU:n rahoitusväline | EU:n talous- ja raha-asiat |

Euroopan rakentamistyö | Euroopan ulkosuhdehallinto | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin
virkamieskunta | Gambia | ihmisoikeudet | Kamerun | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kehittämissuunnitelma | kestävä
kehitys | MAANTIEDE | Nigeria | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | Ruanda | talousmaantiede | talouspolitiikka |
TALOUSTIEDE | Tšad | Uganda | yhteistyöpolitiikka | Zimbabwe

Yhteenveto The aim of this study is to assess the comprehensiveness and effectiveness of the EU’s political dialogue on Human
Rights under Article 8 of the Cotonou Partnership Agreement with the Group of African, Caribbean and Pacific
countries (ACP). Following a set of guiding questions, the study looks into the inclusiveness, comprehensiveness,
effectiveness, alignment and impact of EU political dialogue in the area of HR, both within and beyond the Cotonou
framework.
Based on a systematic literature review of the legal provisions in place, as well as an analysis of the HR dialogue in
practice in a selection of country-cases, the study offers an assessment of current practices and identifies the following
four recommendations for improvement:
i) develop a more strategic and structured approach to political dialogue;
ii) enhance the legitimacy of the HR political dialogue;
iii) ensure a result-oriented monitoring of HR dialogue and
iv) fully exploit the potential of development programmes and financial instruments to underpin and strengthen the
dialogue.
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Comparative Analysis between the Constitutional Processes in Egypt and Tunisia - Lessons Learnt.
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Hakusana Afrikka | demokratisointi | Egypti | ihmisoikeudet | lainsäädäntövallan ja täytäntöönpanovallan välinen suhde | Libya |
MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeuslähteet ja oikeuden alat | parlamentaarinen järjestelmä |
poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | poliittinen maantiede | poliittinen tilanne | POLITIIKKA |
presidenttivalta | talousmaantiede | Tunisia | täytäntöönpanovalta ja julkinen hallinto | vallanjako | valtiosäännön
muuttaminen

Yhteenveto The 2014 Constitutions of Egypt and Tunisia, though enacted at the same time and as a consequence of very similar
revolutionary forces, are different in style and content. Egypt has fallen back to the structures of the 1971 Constitution
and will likely experience further restoration of the authoritarian presidentialism. The Armed Forces continue to play a
dominant background role in the political and constitutional life of the country. Tunisia seems to have embraced a new
constitutional paradigm that is based on a modern approach to human rights protection and a balanced institutional
framework that provides for substantial checks and balances between the three branches of government.
The constitutional drafting process in Libya is overshadowed by a pronounced lack of security, the absence of
functioning state institutions, societal fragmentation, and the uneven distribution of natural wealth. National
reconciliation is a key precondition of successful political and constitutional transition but the process has to date been
a very difficult one. There are indications, however, that stakeholders in Libya are trying to build consensus on
important aspects of the process. The 1951 Constitution, based on a federal framework, offers the best conceptual
framework for the recently elected Constituent Assembly. Unlike Egypt and Tunisia, Libya might opt for a parliamentary
form of government rather than a semi-presidential system.

Selvitys EN, FR

EU-Africa Summit: A Blueprint for Action?
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 10-04-2014
Tekijä MANRIQUE GIL Manuel

Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Afrikka | Afrikka | alueellinen turvallisuus | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin suhteet |

huippukokous | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen politiikka | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET |
KAUPPA | kestävä kehitys | laiton siirtolaisuus | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | pohjoisen ja etelän
suhteet | siirtolaisuus | taloudellinen yhdentyminen | talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE | tariffipolitiikka | vapaakauppa-
alue | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | yhteistyöpolitiikka | yhteistyöpolitiikka | YMPÄRISTÖ |
ympäristöpolitiikka | ympäristöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto The fourth EU-Africa summit delivered a clear message on participants’ willingness to advance a businessoriented
partnership. The meeting produced three documents:
- a political declaration,
- a roadmap for 2014-2017, and
- a declaration and action plan on migration and mobility.
The political declaration recognises the interdependency of both continents and their common interest in 'people,
prosperity and peace '. The roadmap is politically oriented and focusses on five priority areas:
i. peace and security,
ii. democracy, good governance and human rights,
iii. human development,
iv. sustainable and inclusive development and growth and continental integration, and
v. global and emerging issues.
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The Implementation of the Joint Africa Europe Strategy: Rebuilding Confidence and Commitments
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 09-04-2014
Ulkopuolinen laatija Damien HELLY (project leader), Essete Abebe BEKELE, Sahra EL FASSI and Greta GALEAZZI (ECDPM, the

Netherlands)
Toimiala Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu | Ulkosuhteet

Hakusana Afrikka | Afrikka | alueellinen turvallisuus | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin suhteet |
hallintotapa | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen politiikka | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET |
KAUPPA | kauppapolitiikka | kauppapolitiikka | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | pohjoisen ja etelän
suhteet | POLITIIKKA | siirtolaispolitiikka | siirtolaisuus | taloudellinen yhdentyminen | talouden infrastruktuuri |
talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE | täytäntöönpanovalta ja julkinen hallinto | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET |
yhteistyöpolitiikka | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto EU’s relations with Africa still need to be guided by high level political ambitions expressed in a revitalised political
statement — the Joint Africa Europe Strategy (JAES) — agreed by heads of state and government and EU and AU
leadership in 2007. The JAES is also a multi-dimensional cooperation partnership. Despite its bureaucratic shortfalls,
politically aware and motivated stakeholders actually managed to use it effectively in conducive environments. Yet, the
partnership has lost its political traction because of serious divergences on trade, international justice, governance and
cultural cooperation. Refreshing the partnership is now necessary to rebuild trust and commitment. This will only be
effective if the following conditions are met: clearly identified and sustainable political leadership and steering from both
sides; alignment on African and European long-term continental and global strategies; clarification of the relevant and
appropriate level of intervention (continental, regional, national) of JAES implementation according to the subsidiarity
principle; available funds (including the Pan-African Programme) programmed according to the mindset of the joint
strategy; functional and direct linkages with existing international, African and European decision making structures;
available space for informal multi-stakeholder dialogue paving the ground for mutual understanding and coalitions of
the willing; stronger monitoring and oversight mechanisms on JAES implementation by parliaments, civil society and
other relevant bodies.

Tutkimus EN

Mediterranean Flows into Europe: Migration and the EU's Foreign Policy
Julkaisutyyppi Selvitys

Päivämäärä 12-03-2014
Tekijä BARNA Judit | CLAROS GIMENO Eulalia | HAKALA Pekka | MANRIQUE GIL Manuel | REY Benjamin

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue
Hakusana Afrikka | EU:n jäsenvaltio | EU:n siirtolaispolitiikka | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin

ulkoraja | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen oikeus | MAANTIEDE | maasta poistaminen | merivalvonta | muuttoliikkeen
valvonta | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | Pohjois-Afrikka | poliittinen turvapaikka | rikosoikeus | siirtolaisuus |
siirtolaisvirta | sopimus (EU) | talousmaantiede | yhteinen turvallisuus- ja puolustuspolitiikka | YHTEISKUNNALLISET
KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto A series of heartrending stories from Europe’s southern shores – near the Italian island of Lampedusa, in the Greek
waters of the Aegean Sea, at the Spanish enclave of Ceuta – have brought Mediterranean migration to the top of the
political agenda. EU leaders have emphasised the need for policies treating migration to be guided by the principles of
'prevention, protection and solidarity'. The Mediterranean Task Force, established in October 2013, has suggested 38
ways to prevent further loss of life. But beyond these immediate responses, the EU must engage in a broader and
longer-term debate on the ways that migration is addressed by its different external policies – those touching on
security, development cooperation, the neighbourhood policy and international protection.
The European Parliament can play an important role by promoting a dialogue about migration with third countries. This
discussion, which should be pursued through interparliamentary as well as inter-institutional discussions, may lead to
stronger cooperation in the management of regular migration and a more effective fight against irregular migration.
Whilst the Parliament should demand that all EU and third countries' policies fully respect human rights, it should also
consider Mediterranean migration in a wider context and highlight the positive potential of human mobility for
socioeconomic development.
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Enhancing Cooperation between the European Parliament and EU National Parliaments on EU Human
Rights Policy

Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus
Päivämäärä 11-03-2014

Ulkopuolinen laatija Jan WOUTERS, Laura BEKE, Anna-Luise CHANÉ, Nicolas HACHEZ and Kolja RAUBE (Leuven Centre for Global
Governance Studies, KU Leuven, Belgium)

Toimiala Demokratia | Ihmisoikeudet
Hakusana EU:n jäsenvaltio | Euroopan parlamentti | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin

virkamieskunta | ihmisoikeudet | institutionaalinen rakenne | kansallinen parlamentti | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja
vapaudet | OIKEUS | parlamentti | parlamenttien välinen yhteistyö | parlamenttien välisistä suhteista vastaava
valtuuskunta | POLITIIKKA | talousmaantiede | toimielinten toiminta

Yhteenveto The Lisbon Treaty has rung in a new era of democratic and human rights governance. In an attempt to redress
concerns about the EU’s alleged democratic deficit and inability to speak with one voice on cross-cutting issues of
human rights, both the empowered European Parliament (EP) and national parliaments (NPs) are meant to ‘contribute
actively to the good functioning of the Union’ through inter-parliamentary cooperation (IPC). At the same time, the EU’s
action is also poised to systematically ‘put human rights at the heart of all its policies’. Given the role of parliaments as
‘guardians and promoters of human rights’ at a time when their ability to influence the EU legislative process has
significantly been enhanced, the question arises whether the EU’s ‘human rights turn’ may act as a catalyst for IPC,
and whether this collaboration may, in turn, strengthen the effectiveness and legitimacy of EU human rights policies.
To that end, this study maps the increasingly complex network of formal and informal IPC channels in the realm of
human rights, assesses their respective strengths and weaknesses, and formulates recommendations to enhance IPC
in this regard.
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Evaluation of the EU's Human Rights Policies and Engagement in Central Asia
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 11-03-2014
Ulkopuolinen laatija Jos BOONSTRA (Fundación para las Relaciones Internacionales y el Diálogo Exterior - FRIDE, Spain) ,

Tika TSERTSVADZE (Fundación para las Relaciones Internacionales y el Diálogo Exterior - FRIDE, Spain) and
Vera AXYONOVA (Fulda University of Applied Sciences , EUCAM, Germany)

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Rahoitus- ja pankkiasiat
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | demokratisointi | EU:n rahoitus | EU:n talous- ja raha-asiat | EU:n tehtävä kansainvälisissä asioissa |

Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin suhteet | ihmisoikeudet | KANSAINVÄLISET
SUHTEET | kansalaisyhteiskunta | Keski-Aasia | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeusvaltio |
poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA | täytäntöönpanovalta ja julkinen hallinto |
yhteistyöpolitiikka | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto EU relations with the five Central Asian countries were upgraded in 2007 through the establishment of the ‘EU and
Central Asia: Strategy for New Partnership’. This brought about hope for a meaningful and coherent EU engagement in
the region. One of the EU’s main priorities in Central Asia is to advance and promote human rights, good governance,
the rule of law, and democratisation. This objective has been supported by various policy and financial instruments.
While the overall financial assistance, and in particular funding for democracy- and human rights-related projects,
remains limited, the existing support has mostly sought to tackle technical problems in the judicial sector, including
prison reform, leaving deeper shortcomings in the promotion and protection of human rights untouched. So far, the EU
has had little impact on Central Asia’s human rights record, due to the region’s deeply embedded authoritarian rule, as
well as the EU’s limited leverage and its own inconsistencies and inadequate follow-up in implementing values-related
policies and projects.
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South Sudan: The Roots and Prospects of a Multifaceted Crisis
Julkaisutyyppi Selvitys

Päivämäärä 05-03-2014
Tekijä MANRIQUE GIL Manuel

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Afrikka | Etelä-Sudan | etninen selkkaus | Euroopan ulkopuoliset järjestöt | humanitaarinen apu | ihmisoikeudet |

kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | MAANTIEDE |
monikansalliset joukot | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kriisi |
poliittinen maantiede | poliittinen vanki | POLITIIKKA | rauhan rakentaminen | riitojen ratkaiseminen | talousmaantiede |
Uganda | vallan keskitys | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto The violent conflict that erupted in South Sudan during the night of 15 December 2013 had many triggers, the closest
being political disputes between the country's top politicians, President Salva Kiir and former Vice-President Riek
Machar. The fact the December crisis escalated into an open civil war reflects underlying tensions and wider
misgivings within the South Sudanese population, especially between ethnic Dinka and ethnic Nuer. External actors –
mainly the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), the United Nations, the EU and the US – have played
a crucial role in supporting a population that has faced significant human rights abuses and humanitarian shortfalls.
These actors have also worked to find a negotiated solution to the crisis from the outset, brokering the ceasefire
agreement signed on 23 January 2014. However, the peace deal between the two parties marks only the beginning;
the process of reconciliation, rehabilitation and nation-building will be long, and reports of violations of the ceasefire
demonstrate the fragility of the situation. Immediate, as well as medium- and long-term, challenges must be addressed
swiftly, so that Africa's youngest state can embark a credible path to development.
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The US and EU Free Trade Agreements with Peru and Colombia: A Comparison
Julkaisutyyppi Selvitys

Päivämäärä 28-02-2014
Tekijä DE MICCO Pasquale

Toimiala Kansainvälinen kauppa
Hakusana alkuperätuote | Amerikka | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet | immateriaalioikeus |

kansainvälinen kauppa | kaupanpitäminen | kauppa | KAUPPA | kauppapolitiikka | kauppasopimus (EU) | kauppatilasto
| Kolumbia | MAANTIEDE | maataloustuotteiden kauppa | markkinoille pääsy | muu kuin tullitariffista johtuva kaupan
este | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | Peru | poliittinen maantiede | sosiaalilauseke | talousmaantiede | TUOTANTO,
TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | tutkimus ja immateriaalioikeus | vapaakauppasopimus | Yhdysvallat

Yhteenveto On 1 March and 1 August 2013 respectively, the EU’s trade agreements (TAs) with Peru and Colombia entered into
force, one year after the US trade promotion agreement (TPA) with Colombia and four years after the US TPA with
Peru. They are all second-generation free trade agreements, focused not only on removing tariffs on goods but also on
liberalising services, public procurement and investment. While it is too early to verify the effects of these agreements,
three years of statistics on bilateral Peru/US trade demonstrate a growing trend of trade in goods, even if it is
impossible at this stage to establish a causality link with the US trade pact.
With the exception of the US-Peru TPA, the future impact of the agreements can only be assessed by means of impact
analysis reports which are between five and eight years old, and according to which the EU’s gains will be more
significant than those of the USA. While these results are questionable because of the different methodologies used, a
sector-by-sector analysis of the differences between the trade agreements concluded by the EU and by the USA will
help in understanding how second-generation agreements are shaped by different trade policy options and negotiating
techniques.
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Kingdom of Thailand: A Distressing Standoff
Julkaisutyyppi Selvitys

Päivämäärä 26-02-2014
Tekijä ARMANOVICA Marika

Toimiala Demokratia | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | demokratia | ennenaikaiset vaalit | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan

unionin suhteet | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet
ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeusvaltio | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | poliittinen kriisi |
poliittinen tilanne | POLITIIKKA | sosiaalinen kehys | sosiaalinen tilanne | taloudellinen tilanne | taloudellinen tilanne |
talousmaantiede | TALOUSTIEDE | Thaimaa | ulkopolitiikka | vaalimenettely ja äänestäminen | yhteinen ulko- ja
turvallisuuspolitiikka | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto Snap elections for Thailand’s House of Representatives were held on 2 February 2014 against a backdrop of public
demonstrations, violence and political polarisation. Rather than end the crisis, the ballot has further enflamed the tense
situation in the country, and re-run elections have yet to be completed in some constituencies.
Between the 2011 general elections, won by the Pheu Thai Party (PTP), and November 2013, Thailand experienced a
period of superficial calm. Yet, the divisions between PTP, backed by Thailand’s rural communities, and the opposition,
supported mainly by Bangkok's middle class and by constituencies in the south, remained irreconcilable. The fragile
political peace was broken when the government of Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra's (PTP) introduced an
amnesty bill that would have allowed her brother, former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra (deposed in 2006), to
return from exile without being imprisoned for corruption.
The political stalemate in Thailand, which has continued for eight years in one form or another, highlights the
importance of holding a comprehensive debate about the country’s political culture and a thorough re-negotiation of the
way in which it is governed. Yet such a prospect appears unlikely in the current situation, as positions are ever more
entrenched.
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The European Parliament's Role in Relation to Human Rights in Trade and Investment Agreements
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 13-02-2014
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Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Kansainvälinen kauppa
Hakusana assosiaatiosopimus (EU) | EP:n toimivalta | EU:n tehtävä kansainvälisissä asioissa | Euroopan rakentamistyö |

EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | FINANSSIASIAT | ihmisoikeudet |
investointitakuu | KAUPPA | kauppapolitiikka | kauppasopimus (EU) | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | rahoitus ja
investointi | sopimusneuvottelut (EU) | yhteinen kauppapolitiikka | yrityksen organisaatio | yrityksen sosiaalinen vastuu |
YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

Yhteenveto The EU has included human rights clauses in its international trade and cooperation agreements since the early
1990s. These clauses permit a party to a trade agreement to adopt ‘appropriate measures’ in the event that the other
party violates human rights or democratic principles. This study reviews the design and operation of these clauses in
light of the EU’s new competences and the European Parliament’s new powers under the Lisbon Treaty. It considers in
particular the application of human rights clauses to investment protection obligations, and it suggests new corporate
social responsibility obligations. The study also looks at several means to improve the monitoring and enforcement of
these clauses, including the possibility of a right of petition for an investigation into alleged human rights abuses. The
study concludes with 11 recommendations for future human rights clauses, and discusses legal and practical issues
relating to their implementation.
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Egypt's new constitution and religious minorities' rights: Prospects of improvement?
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 23-01-2014
Tekijä LATEK Marta

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Afrikka | Egypti | ihmisoikeudet | kansanäänestys | MAANTIEDE | muslimien oikeus | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS |

oikeuslähteet ja oikeuden alat | perusoikeudet | poliittinen maantiede | POLITIIKKA | sosiaalinen kehys |
talousmaantiede | uskonnollinen ryhmä | uskonnollinen syrjintä | vaalimenettely ja äänestäminen | valtiosäännön
muuttaminen | vähemmistön suojelu | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto The longstanding issue of discrimination against religious minorities has worsened in the aftermath of the Arab Spring,
even more so since the ousting of President Mohammed Morsi in July 2013. The new constitution, approved by
referendum on 14-15 January 2014, has been welcomed by the majority of Copts as offering them better protection
than the previous charter, adopted under Muslim Brotherhood rule.
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East Africa: Competing Dynamics in a Rapidly Changing Region
Julkaisutyyppi Selvitys

Päivämäärä 17-01-2014
Tekijä MANRIQUE GIL Manuel

Toimiala Demokratia | Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu
Hakusana Afrikka | afrikkalainen järjestö | alueellinen turvallisuus | Euroopan rakentamistyö | Euroopan ulkopuoliset järjestöt |

EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin suhteet | ihmisoikeudet | Itä-Afrikka | kansainvälinen turvallisuus |
KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS |
oikeusvaltio | piratismi | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | poliittinen tilanne | POLITIIKKA |
rikosoikeus | sosiaalinen kehys | sosiaalinen tilanne | taloudellinen yhdentyminen | talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE |
terrorismi | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto The violence that has engulfed South Sudan since mid-December 2013 and the neighbouring countries' reactions to
the bloodshed largely reflect the dynamics underlying the East African region. Whilst many countries in the region
enjoy abundant natural resources (including oil) and / or have recorded strong economic growth, they have failed to
bring about structural transformations or to spur sustainable development. Among the many obstacles preventing East
Africa from fulfilling its full potential, two of the most important are poor governance and armed conflict – both evident
in South Sudan, as well as Sudan, Eritrea and Somalia.
Given the cross-border nature of economic, social and political dynamics in East Africa, advancing regional integration
is necessary to promote political stability and socioeconomic development. Investing in regional infrastructure projects
is one of the priorities of the 11th European Development Fund (EDF) for 2014-2020. The EU should also continue to
engage with regional organisations to foster economic and political cooperation in various areas, including peace and
security, when these can play an important role. The mediation of the Intergovernmental Authority on Development
(IGAD) in South Sudan is a strong example of the need to involve regional actors in finding a comprehensive and
lasting solution to armed conflict.
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Austerity, labour market and international treaties: Cases of four EU countries in receipt of financial
assistance
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Tekijä SZCZEPANSKI Marcin
Toimiala Talous- ja raha-asiat | Työllisyys

Hakusana avun ehdot | Eurooppa | henkilöstö- ja palkkahallinto | ihmisoikeudet | Irlanti | kansainvälinen oikeus | kansainvälinen
oikeus – valtion sisäinen oikeus | kansainvälinen politiikka | kansainvälinen sopimus | kansainvälinen työoikeus |
KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | Kreikka | Kypros | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | palkkapolitiikka |
poliittinen maantiede | Portugali | rakenteellinen sopeuttaminen | talouden kiristämispolitiikka | talousmaantiede |
talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE | TYÖLLISYYS JA TYÖ | työmarkkinasuhteet | työmarkkinasuhteet ja työoikeus |
työmarkkinat | työmarkkinat | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto Due to the financial crisis, some European countries were forced to ask for financial assistance. In return they
committed to implement austerity measures and structural changes including labour market reforms. These measures
have been criticized for having negative effects on social dialogue and human rights, and not respecting international
treaties.
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Iran at a Crossroads: What Will Follow the Nuclear Deal?
Julkaisutyyppi Selvitys

Päivämäärä 11-12-2013
Tekijä BENDINI Roberto | HAKALA Pekka

Toimiala Demokratia | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | alueellinen turvallisuus | ENERGIA | ihmisoikeudet | Iran | kansainvälinen politiikka | kansainvälinen

sopimus | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS |
poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen maantiede | poliittinen tilanne | POLITIIKKA | sosiaalinen elämä |
sosiaalinen muutos | Syyria | taloudellinen tilanne | taloudellinen tilanne | talousmaantiede | TALOUSTIEDE |
ulkopolitiikka | ydin- ja voimalateollisuus | ydinaseiden leviämisen estäminen | ydinenergiapolitiikka |
YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto The agreement reached in Geneva on Iran's nuclear programme should allow Iran to return to the international scene
as a political as well as a trade partner. While the terms of the deal will require attention and effort, hopes in Europe,
Iran and the MENA region are running high for the first time in many years. Tehran could soon play the role of
constructive regional power, helping resolve a wide range of regional security problems and serving as a motor of
economic growth for the entire region. If the country’s recently-elected president, Hassan Rouhani, also manages to
carry out his ambitious political and economic reform programme, the Iranian people may gain civil rights and enjoy a
more prosperous economic future. The EU has a strategic interest in supporting reformist forces within Iran.

Selvitys EN

The European Parliament’s Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought, 1988-2013 - A Quarter Century’s
Engagement in Human Rights

Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus
Päivämäärä 09-12-2013

Ulkopuolinen laatija Kateryna Pishchikova (associate researcher and team leader - Fundación para las Relaciones Internacionales y el
Diálogo Exterior - FRIDE, Spain)

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu
Hakusana asiakirjat | diplomaattisuhteet | EU:n tehtävä kansainvälisissä asioissa | Euroopan parlamentti | Euroopan

rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | historiikki |
humanistiset tieteet | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen politiikka | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kansalaisyhteiskunta |
KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | kunnianosoitus | mielipiteen vapaus | nykyhistoria | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS |
poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | POLITIIKKA | sosiaalinen elämä | TIEDE | YHTEISKUNNALLISET
KYSYMYKSET | yleinen mielipide

Yhteenveto The Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought stands out among other initiatives as the best-known and most widely
appreciated instrument of the European Parliament in the field of human rights. In some countries, it is as well-known
as the Nobel Prize. Over its 25-year history, it has come to be associated with the European Union’s principled
commitment to freedom of thought. However, empirical research on the personal and political circumstances of
Sakharov Prize laureates, as well as on the political impact of the prize in five case studies – China, Cuba, Israel and
Palestine, and Russia – shows that its potential remains under-utilised.
Drawing on unique perspectives from the laureates themselves, this report offers suggestions to enhance its impact,
including: the prize must be targeted more tightly at contexts where it could have tangible impact; it must be dovetailed
with other policy instruments; it must guard more carefully against unintended effects; and it must serve as a platform
for broader international linkages in the defence of human rights. On the occasion of its quarter-century anniversary,
the European Parliament must reflect on how the prize can continue to be relevant in a world whose contours and
predicaments look vastly different from those that prevailed at its inception.

Tutkimus EN

EU financial instruments for external action
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 05-12-2013
Tekijä CIRLIG Carmen-Cristina

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu | Talousarvio | Turvallisuus ja puolustus | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana avun ehdot | demokratisointi | EU:n rahoituksen jakautuminen | EU:n rahoitusjärjestelmä | EU:n talous- ja raha-asiat |

EU:n tehtävä kansainvälisissä asioissa | Euroopan naapuruuspolitiikka | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN
UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | KAUPPA | kauppapolitiikka |
kehitysapu | konfliktien torjuminen | liittymistä edeltävä tuki | monivuotinen rahoituskehys | oikeudet ja vapaudet |
OIKEUS | POLITIIKKA | täytäntöönpanovalta ja julkinen hallinto | ulkomaanapu | yhteinen kauppapolitiikka |
yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto New proposed regulations for European Union (EU) financial instruments for external action are due to apply from 1
January 2014. They are aimed at enabling the EU to reinforce its role in the world and promote its interests and values.
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Addressing Contemporary Forms of Slavery in EU External Policy
Julkaisutyyppi Selvitys

Päivämäärä 04-12-2013
Ulkopuolinen laatija Kevin BALES (Wilberforce Institute for the Briefing paper of Slavery and Emancipation, University of Hull, the UK) and

Zoe TRODD (University of Nottingham, the UK)
Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet

Hakusana EU:n jäsenvaltio | EU:n tehtävä kansainvälisissä asioissa | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI |
ihmiskauppa | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen kauppa | kansainvälinen kauppaoikeus | kansainvälinen oikeus |
KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | KAUPPA | kauppapolitiikka | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet
ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | orjuus | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | POLITIIKKA | rikosoikeus | siirtotyöläinen |
sosiaalilauseke | talousmaantiede | tietojen keruu | tietotekniikka ja tietojenkäsittely | tuonnin valvonta | TYÖLLISYYS
JA TYÖ | työmarkkinasuhteet ja työoikeus | työmarkkinat | työoikeus | Yhdistyneet Kansakunnat | YK:n
ihmisoikeusvaltuutettu | yleisen tietoisuuden herättäminen

Yhteenveto Contemporary slavery is the exercise of the powers attaching to the right of ownership-control over a person by
another su ch as a person might control a thing. There are an estimated 30 million slaves in the world today, including
1.1 million sslaves in Eu rope. Recognizing that human trafficking is not in itself slavery, but rather a mechanism or
conduit that brings a minority of the world’s ens laved peopl e into slaverry, the EU should shift its focus very clearly
from trafficking to slavery. EU anti-slavery efforrts might include new research, trade agreements targeting slave-made
goods that entt er the European economy, and slavery inspectorates in Member States. This more comprehensive
strategy should not be limited to trafficking victims but also aimed at tthe many people who are enslaved without a
trafficking process . The EU m ust think bi gger than it has done so far and aim for a slave-free Europe and eventually
a slave-freee world. It i s not possible to fully separate internal from external policy with regard to the EU’s response to
human trafficking and modern slavery, and so this report attempts to demonstrate the link between the two and
recommend specific actions.

Selvitys EN

The United States-China relationship: Implications for the European Union
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 30-10-2013
Tekijä CIRLIG Carmen-Cristina

Toimiala Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | aluekiista | Amerikka | EU:n tehtävä kansainvälisissä asioissa | Euroopan rakentamistyö |

EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet | Japani | kansainvälinen politiikka | kansainvälinen turvallisuus |
KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | Kiina | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen maantiede |
puolustus | puolustuspolitiikka | taloudellinen riippumattomuus | talousmaantiede | taloussuhteet | ulkopolitiikka |
Yhdysvallat | yhteinen ulko- ja turvallisuuspolitiikka

Yhteenveto The rising economic, political and military influence of the People's Republic of China (PRC) at global level carries
enormous  geopolitical consequences for 21st century world politics. The United States (US), considered the dominant
power in the international system, is still assessing to what extents China's rise constitutes an opportunity and a threat.

Briefing EN

The Strategic Impact and Cost-Effectiveness of EU Budget Support with Regard to Supporting
Democratic Transitions in Southern Mediterranean Countries

Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus
Päivämäärä 15-10-2013

Ulkopuolinen laatija Martin VAN DER LINDE and Ms Anja WILLEMSEN (ECORYS Nederland BV, Rotterdam, The Netherlands)
Toimiala Demokratia | Talousarvio | Talousarvion valvonta

Hakusana Afrikka | Algeria | demokratisointi | Egypti | EU:n rahoitus | EU:n talous- ja raha-asiat | Euroopan naapuruuspolitiikka |
Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS |
osallistava demokratia | poliittinen kehys | poliittinen maantiede | POLITIIKKA | talousmaantiede | Tunisia |
täytäntöönpanovalta ja julkinen hallinto | vaalien järjestäminen | vaalimenettely ja äänestäminen | Välimeren alueen
kolmannet valtiot

Yhteenveto This study analyses to what extent the EU budget support provided to Egypt, Tunisia and Algeria has changed due to
the Arab Spring and to what extent the EU budget support has contributed to the democratic transitions in those
countries. Furthermore, the study provides information on (i) how resolutions of the European Parliament regarding
Egypt, Tunisia and Algeria have been translated into the EU budget support provided to those countries, (ii) how the
monitoring and reporting systems of the effects of those budget support operations have been organised and to what
extent respect of human rights and gender issues have been taken into account in the budget support programmes.
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Shrinking legal space for civil society in Russia
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 03-10-2013
Tekijä GRIEGER Gisela

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet
Hakusana Eurooppa | ihmisoikeudet | KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | kansalaisyhteiskunta | kansallinen oikeus |

kokoontumisvapaus | MAANTIEDE | muut kuin hallitusten väliset järjestöt | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS |
oikeuslähteet ja oikeuden alat | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen maantiede | POLITIIKKA |
sananvapaus | seksuaaliseen suuntautuneisuuteen perustuva syrjintä | talousmaantiede | valtioista riippumaton
järjestö | Venäjä | yhdistymisvapaus

Yhteenveto Since Vladimir Putin's return to the presidency in May 2012, several federal laws have been amended, restricting core
fundamental rights in Russia. These changes have been widely criticised as an unprecedented crackdown on civil
society and an attempt to create a general climate of intimidation and censorship mainly based on the protection of
'traditional values'.

Lyhyesti EN

EU-China bilateral investment agreement
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 03-10-2013
Tekijä CIRLIG Carmen-Cristina

Toimiala Kansainvälinen kauppa | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | FINANSSIASIAT | ihmisoikeudet | investointitakuu

| KAUPPA | kauppapolitiikka | kauppasopimus (EU) | Kiina | MAANTIEDE | markkinoille pääsy | oikeudet ja vapaudet |
OIKEUS | rahoitus ja investointi | sopimusneuvottelut (EU) | talousmaantiede | ulkomainen sijoitus | yhteinen
kauppapolitiikka | YMPÄRISTÖ | ympäristöpolitiikka | ympäristöstandardi

Yhteenveto In February 2012, the European Union and China agreed to start talks on a bilateral investment (BI) agreement. The
Council is expected soon to approve the Commission's mandate for negotiations.

Lyhyesti EN

The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN): Integration, Internal Dynamics and External
Relations

Julkaisutyyppi Selvitys
Päivämäärä 23-07-2013

Ulkopuolinen laatija Clara PORTELA (Singapore Management University, Singapore)
Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Ulkosuhteet

Hakusana Aasia | Aasia ja Oseania | alueellinen turvallisuus | alueellinen yhteistyö | Asean | Asean-maat | Euroopan ulkopuoliset
järjestöt | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen politiikka | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT |
KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | MAANTIEDE | monenväliset suhteet | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen
elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen yhteistyö | POLITIIKKA | taloudellinen yhteistyö | talousmaantiede |
toimielimen toiminta | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto Throughout its evolution, ASEAN has consistently maintained its attachment to the full respect of national sovereignty
and the principle of non-interference in internal affairs, which translates into consensual decision-making, political
rather than legally-binding agreements and the lack of sanctions for non-compliance. A major breakthrough in terms of
institutionalisation came about with the signing of the ASEAN Charter of 2007, which has enhanced ASEAN’s standing
as a rule-based organisation and approximated it somewhat to structures typical of the EU. Unfortunately, the
persistence of consensual decision-making and non-confrontational habits has slowed down some of ASEAN’s
integration projects and hindered the development of a human rights mechanism. Moreover the ASEAN integration
project is imperilled by a number of structural factors, currently aggravated by the divisive influence of China in the
economic and security field.
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The Role of EU Delegations in EU Human Rights Policy
Julkaisutyyppi Selvitys

Päivämäärä 10-07-2013
Ulkopuolinen laatija Rosa BALFOUR (European Policy Centre, Belgium)

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet
Hakusana avustuspolitiikka | diplomaattisuhteet | EU:n jäsenvaltio | EU:n tehtävä kansainvälisissä asioissa | Euroopan

rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin
virkamieskunta | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen politiikka | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | kolmas maa | Lissabonin
sopimus | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | talousmaantiede | unionin edustusto | unionin ulkoasioiden
ja turvallisuuspolitiikan korkea edustaja | yhteinen ulko- ja turvallisuuspolitiikka | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto The EU Delegations are playing a more important role in political analysis and policy shaping, thanks to their
leadership in drafting the new Human Rights Country Strategies, are better able to carry out human rights diplomacy,
thanks to their improved standing through the Lisbon Treaty changes, are strengthening the Delegations’ structures to
deal with human rights in third countries, and are improving their outreach and contacts on the ground. However, there
is space for improvements by making the Delegations’ performance less varied and dependent on the good will of
individuals, by revising cooperation mechanisms between the diverse institutional actors involved in human rights, both
in Brussels and on the ground, by integrating human rights in general EU policy, and by giving the Delegations more
powers to carry out policy and diplomacy with greater autonomy.
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ASEAN Citizens’ Rights: Rule of Law, Judiciary and Law Enforcement
Julkaisutyyppi Selvitys

Päivämäärä 04-07-2013
Ulkopuolinen laatija Jürgen RÜLAND (University of Freiburg, Germany)

Toimiala Demokratia | Ihmisoikeudet | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Asean | Asean-maat | demokratia | Euroopan rakentamistyö | Euroopan ulkopuoliset järjestöt | EUROOPAN UNIONI |

Euroopan unionin suhteet | ihmisoikeudet | KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT | lahjonta | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja
vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeuslaitoksen riippumattomuus | oikeusorganisaatio | oikeusvaltio | perusoikeudet | poliittinen
elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | poliittiset oikeudet | POLITIIKKA | rikosoikeus | sosiaaliset oikeudet |
talousmaantiede | yleinen järjestys

Yhteenveto With the ASEAN Charter of 2008, the Association of Southeast Asian Nation’s post Asian Financial Crisis reforms
climaxed. The Charter added democracy, respect for human rights, rule of law and good governance to the
sovereignty norms dominating the ASEAN Way, the grouping’s established repository of cooperation norms. The
formation of a human rights body and the enactment of an ASEAN Human Rights Declaration (AHRD) strengthened
citizens’ rights in the region. However, critics deplore limitations of citizens’ rights due to a concept of context-based
rights, limited mandates, legal ambiguities, the reforms’ non-binding nature and the lack of stakeholder participation in
the reform process.
At the national level, the implementation record of citizens’ rights is ambiguous. While on the one hand improvements
of the rule of law and in the domains of good governance and law enforcement can be identified, there are, on the
other hand, still major rhetoric-action gaps, often relegating citizens’ rights to a declaratory level.
EU policies should address persisting problems of rights implementation by sensibly responding to ASEAN’s search for
international legitimacy and reputation. This entails policies of shaming and social sanctioning in international forums,
but also granting due recognition for major improvements.
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Assessing the Implementation of the European Union Guidelines on Human Rights Defenders - The
Cases of Kyrgyzstan, Thailand and Tunisia

Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus
Päivämäärä 18-06-2013

Ulkopuolinen laatija Karen BENNETT (Human Rights at the Human Rights and Social Justice
Research Institute - HRSJ, London Metropolitan University, the UK)

Toimiala Demokratia | Ihmisoikeudet | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | Afrikka | EU:n tehtävä kansainvälisissä asioissa | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI |

Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | ihmisoikeudet | ihmisoikeusliike | Kirgisia | MAANTIEDE |
oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oppositio | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen maantiede |
POLITIIKKA | talousmaantiede | Thaimaa | toimielinten toiminta | Tunisia | unionin edustusto

Yhteenveto With the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty and the formation of the European Action Service, human rights
defenders have received renewed attention in EU external relations. In June 2012 the EU launched its Strategic
Framework and Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy including some benchmarked actions to take on behalf
of HRDs and calling on EU Delegations and EU Member States missions to prepare human rights country strategies
(HRCS) and to update the strategies annually. The 2008 revised European Union Guidelines on Human Rights
Defenders (the Guidelines) provide a number of important recommendations for the EU and its Member State missions
which have resulted in many good practice actions toward support and protection of HRDs. This study investigates the
effective implementation of the Guidelines in Kyrgyzstan, Thailand and Tunisia, primarily from the viewpoints of
diplomats and HRDs, with focus on the latter. Findings of this study suggest effective implementation of the Guidelines
is uneven across European missions and there needs to be a joining up of the Guidelines’ recommendations with the
new HRCS process. Recommendations to the EU and the European Parliament include mainstreaming knowledge of
the Guidelines throughout EU sections and missions, taking a more considered approach to engagement with HRDs to
create enabling human rights environments and ensuring attention to the most vulnerable HRDs.
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Mali: reconstruction and democratisation
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 06-06-2013
Tekijä CIRLIG Carmen-Cristina

Toimiala Turvallisuus ja puolustus | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Afrikka | demokratia | humanitaarinen apu | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET

| kehitysapu | MAANTIEDE | Mali | monikansalliset joukot | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen kehys |
POLITIIKKA | rauhan rakentaminen | sotavahinko | talousmaantiede | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto On 11 January 2013, at the request of the interim Malian President, France intervened militarily and regained control of
the three northern regions of Mali, held since mid-2012 by armed Islamist groups. With the Islamist threat currently
reduced, the stabilisation of Mali depends on organising democratic elections, on national dialogue and reconciliation
and on the sustainable development of the country.
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Yhteenveto After a stalemate in negotiations on the second phase of the Common European Asylum System, agreement has now
been found on updates to four key instruments. The amendments to the Reception Conditions Directive and the draft
Dublin III Regulation have largely been welcomed, but commentators and stakeholders point to some persistent
shortcomings.

Lyhyesti EN

Can the Central African Republic Escape its Violent Past?
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yhteistyöpolitiikka | yleinen turvallisuus

Yhteenveto The security situation in the Central African Republic (CAR) remains volatile two months after the rebel Séléka
coalition seized the capital and forced the country's former president into exile. Rampant violations of humanitarian and
human rights law exacerbate the suffering of the population. The Séléka takeover ushered in a total collapse of the rule
of law and fundamental institutions such as the justice system, law enforcement apparatus, public administration and
social services. Under the tutelage of the Economic Community of Central African States, a National Transitional
Council was set up in April to serve as a governing body and constituent assembly for the next 18 months. French and
regional forces are on the ground, and the UN is monitoring the developments through its Integrated Peace Building
Office in the Central African Republic. Yet the deepening crisis is likely to require stronger and more concerted efforts
— both domestic and international — to ensure that the country's tragic history of violence does not repeat itself.
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The Democratic Transition in Guinea Reaches a Critical Point
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Yhteenveto The optimism that Guineans and their international partners felt two and a half years ago, when the country's junta was
replaced by an elected president, has largely given way to frustration and confrontation. The organisation of the long-
overdue legislative elections has become the central source of disagreement between the government and the
opposition, and protests have grown increasingly violent. Despite international mediation, cross-party dialogue is
almost non-existent, and the growing tension may derail the transition and even threaten the country's stability. This is
particularly dangerous given Guinea's institutional fragility, exacerbated by political turbulence and violent episodes —
most notably, the massacre at the national stadium in Conakry on 28 September 2009, when over 150 people were
killed. Despite some progress under the new government, the current impasse is undermining the urgently needed
security sector reform, the fight against impunity and planned investments in the country’s crucial mining sector.
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Yhteenveto While a number of recent 'firsts' have suggested that Saudi Arabia may be open to reform, particularly for women, the
reforms have not altered the basic structure of the Saudi legal and administrative system. Saudi Arabia traditional
position of leadership within the Islamic and Arab worlds is being seriously challenged. The judicial system is
configured to maintain the status quo. Shari'a (Islamic law) is applied by ultraconservative religious leaders, slowing
down efforts to reform Saudi society. Saudi Arabian judges apply shari'a (Islamic law) based on their individual
interpretations. The judicial system lacks basic safeguards of fairness. Ignoring international and EU condemnation,
Saudi Arabia has continued to execute criminals, including minors, for a wide range of offences. In Saudi Arabia, all
women are subordinated to a male guardian. They face discrimination and lack of protection. It is important to maintain
intensive political dialogue with Saudi Arabia on a wide range of issues, including the country's adherence to
universally recognised human rights.
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Yhteenveto Under the terms of the 1993 Oslo peace accords, over 60 % of the occupied Palestinian territory in the West Bank
remains under full Israeli military and administrative control. Here, in what is known as 'Area C', Israel restricts
Palestinians' access to land and resources by instituting systemic segregation, forcibly evicting and displacing
Palestinian residents, demolishing civilian property and expanding Israeli settlements. Israeli law applies in the area,
and Israeli control is gradually reinforced. Amounting to de facto annexation, the Israeli's government's measures are
in clear violation of international law. The situation is undermining hopes for a two-state solution, effectively creating a
single-state with only isolated 'islands' ('Area A') under Palestinian rule. The situation has recently grown more dire, as
the most committed proponents of Area C's unilateral annexation have entered Israel’s new government coalition.
Although Israel’s encroachment into Area C has long been condemned by the European Union, efforts to improve the
situation are continually undermined. Nothing of substance has been accomplished to implement the minimal
recommendations set out by the EU's 2011 report on Area C. While the EU has expressed its concern about the state
of affairs, decisive effective action is long overdue.
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Yhteenveto A European Commission feasibility study from October 2012 finds that Kosovo’s current status under international law
is not a legal obstacle to the conclusion and implementation of an EU-Kosovo Stabilisation and Association Agreement
(SAA) under Article 218 TFEU. Negotiations on a framework agreement on Kosovo's participation in EU programmes
are ongoing.
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Yhteenveto After a coalition of rebels entered the capital of the Central African Republic on 24 March, President François Bozizé
fled to Cameroon. Bangui, the capital, was plunged into chaos, and the situation there remains volatile. Capping years
of violent conflict, an offensive by rebel forces destabilised the country in 2012. Under international pressure, a
ceasefire was brokered in January 2013, bringing a short-lived unity government to power. Following the coup, the
African Union suspended the Central African Republic's membership and imposed sanctions on rebel leaders. The EU,
UN, and US have all condemned the violent coup, while remaining silent on the status of the unpopular ousted
president. Even before the latest rebellion, the country faced a deepening humanitarian crisis. It is essential that public
order and stability are restored and that the risk of regional spillover contained.
The country's new self-proclaimed President, Michel Djotodia, has pledged to maintain a power-sharing government.
He will need to create a wider, inclusive political and economic model to achieve lasting stability.
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Yhteenveto As the newest country in the world and one emerging from decades of conflict and hardship, South Sudan faces many
challenges, including its capacity to promote and protect human rights. The participants in the workshop 'South Sudan:
Enhancing capacities for human rights', which took place on 19 March 2013, confirmed that the country's principal
problems associated with human rights included lack of laws, protection mechanisms and expertise. Participants
offered suggestions for tackling the obstacles, such as technical assistance for institutions and training for civil society.
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Yhteenveto Defined as abuse of public trust for personal gain, corruption is present in all countries. The participants of this
workshop discussed various ways that corruption is linked to human rights violations and examined specific challenges
in individual countries such as South Africa, Angola and Russia. The recommendations for the EU included supporting
civil society activists more effectively, developing international standards for the independence of anti-corruption
bodies, establishing a UN Special Rapporteur, setting anti-corruption benchmarks for bilateral cooperation and
monitoring the links of corrupt countries with EU Member States.
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Yhteenveto India is a comparatively unsafe country for women. The gang rape and murder of a young woman in Delhi in
December 2012 gave rise to mass protests and a worldwide debate about violence against women in India. Rapes,
"femicide" and "dowry deaths" also raised questions about the general position of women in Indian society.
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Yhteenveto Caste-based discrimination is a serious human rights violation, negatively affecting political, economic, social, cultural
and civil rights of approximately 260 million people worldwide.
The European Union is committed to the promotion of human rights within the EU and in its external relations. This
brief aims to assess to what extent the EU has integrated the fight against caste-based discrimination in its external
relations. Light is shed on the specific situations in Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Yemen and the European
Union’s actions to address caste-based discrimination in these countries.
Based on the analysis, the briefing elaborates recommendations on how the EU can mainstream the fight against
caste-based discrimination into policies, strategies and programmes as well as dialogues with caste-affected countries.
Legal realities and options for addressing discrimination vary between the partner countries.
In order to mainstream the fight against caste-based discrimination, the EU, and the EEAS in particular, should utilize
all options with regard to that country, including association agreements as well as partnership and cooperation
agreements. Regarding countries that will not receive bilateral aid, the focus should be put on dialogues to address
caste-based discrimination. Lessons on mainstreaming can be gained from the European Union’s experience in
mainstreaming human rights.
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Yhteenveto The African Union (AU) has three principal mechanisms for protecting human rights on the continent: a Charter, a
Commission and a Court all devoted to Human and Peoples' Rights. These are complemented by other specific
instruments, by the work of the AU institutions and by various international and national laws. Despite this complex
web, human rights are still violated in numerous African countries. The reasons stem from the fact that many legal
instruments have not been ratified, that the human rights system suffers from weak capacity and — crucially — that
many AU member states lack the political will to improve the situation.
Human rights are an important element of AU–EU relations in the framework of the bi-regional Joint Strategy (JAES),
although the results of this partnership have so far been disappointing. The new AU Commission, elected in 2012, may
be more ready to engage on a substantive dialogue on the matter. The change presents an important opportunity to
deepen the dialogue on dedicated human rights forums and to emphasise human rights as an essential element of
common AU–EU approaches to other areas, such as development or peace and security in Africa.
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Yhteenveto First launched in 2001, the European Commission (EC) is now reviewing its strategy for corporate social responsibility
(CSR) to maximise the creation of shared value for society and companies.
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Yhteenveto Libya's first free elections since 1952 were held in July 2012 for the country's 200-member parliament, the General
National Congress (GNC). Several months of turmoil followed the appointment of a transitional government, until
Libya's Parliament finally confirmed a cabinet, led by Prime Minister Ali Zeidan, on 31 October 2012.
The election of the General National Congress (GNC) was a crucial step in the process of the democratic transition
initiated after the Revolution, but Libya still faces daunting challenges. While the country lacks a constitution to build
effective state institutions, its first priority must be disarming armed groups and integrating them fully into the national
security and military institutions. Security and order are urgently needed across the country. The government must
ensure the rule of law against violent crimes, Islamic extremism and terrorist threats. At the same time it must also
respond rapidly to various socio-economic demands, as Libyans require better living conditions and basic public
services. Finally, in order to preserve national unity, the country needs to tackle the problem of tribal and regional
divides.
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Yhteenveto The EU-Iraq Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA), signed on 11 May 2012, has been termed "historic", as it
marks the first ever contractual relationship between the EU and Iraq. As of August 2012, parts of the PCA have been
provisionally applied pending ratification of the agreement as a whole.
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Yhteenveto The de facto partition of the country is both a result and a cause of the political crisis in Bamako. The humanitarian
situation in the north of the country has worsened, with numerous human rights violations reported. The interim
institutions face difficulties in steering the transition process. The last four months of 2012 have seen the intensification
of diplomatic efforts to authorise deploying an African-led force in the north of the country. The EU has called for a
coherent and comprehensive approach. The EU Council has endorsed the concept of a new CSDP training mission in
Mali. Within the UN, the US and France disagree on the best way forward. Recent events are likely to delay the
adoption of a UN resolution.
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Yhteenveto With the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty the protection of minorities became an explicit founding value of the
European Union. In its external relations the EU has with the membership perspective and increased integration in the
common market strong instruments at her disposal to promote and foster the protection of human and minority rights in
the Western Balkan states. The question, however, arises to which extent the EU made and makes use of this
leverage in its enlargement policy. The study investigates whether the EU`s own commitments with regard to the
protection of minorities became an integral part of the enlargement process with the Western Balkan states. It gives an
overview of the situation of minorities in the states of the Western Balkan, explores the minority rights frameworks in
place and how they have been implemented so far. It reviews the EU's record of monitoring and mainstreaming rights
of persons belonging to minorities in the enlargement process and examines current policy and financial instruments
available in enlargement and neighbourhood policies in this regard. Since there are various actors involved in the
protection of minorities at the regional level cooperation with the OSCE and the CoE will be explored and analysed
how regional cooperation in the field of minority protection is already developed. In concluding, recommendations will
be made on how to improve EU and European Parliament’s action in the field of minority protection.
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Yhteenveto After months of rising tension and despair in Bahrain, a slight glimmer of hope has appeared: on 7 December, Crown
Prince Salman called for dialogue with the country’s opposition to break the political deadlock. His speech was met
positively by the centre-left Wa’ad party and al-Wefaq, the largest party representing the country’s Shia population. Up
until now, the country's reform process had reached a stalemate. The national dialogue had been deferred, despite the
recommendations of the Independent Inquiry Commission of November 2011, endorsed by King Hamad, the United
Nations, the European Union and the United States. The country's political scene has become increasingly polarised,
and the positions of hardliners within the regime and the opposition are increasingly entrenched. The country, its
economy and political stability would all benefit from a salutary dose of dialogue and moderation to overcome the
vicious circle of violence and provocation.
The EU can contribute to this by conducting a dialogue with the Bahraini authorities and civil society. The Union should
support the democratic opposition and moderate factions within the regime: the signatories of the October 2011
Manama Document and Crown Prince Salman bin Hamad.
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Yhteenveto EU-Russia cooperation in the framework of the Common Space on Freedom, Security and Justice, launched a decade
ago in 2003, has borne fruit more in the security aspects than the justice and libertyrelated policy areas. The study
assesses the uneven cooperation on justice and home affairs between the EU and Russia, while delving into the
intersection between cooperation on justice, liberty and security and the promotion of human rights, democracy and
rule of law in EU-Russia relations. The study concludes by proposing a set of policy recommendations to the LIBE
Committee for playing a more active role in this important field of cooperation between the EU and Russia.

Tutkimus EN

19-04-2024 Lähde : © Euroopan unioni, 2024 - EP 162

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EXPO-DROI_ET(2012)457114
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2012/457114/EXPO-DROI_ET(2012)457114_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EXPO-AFET_SP(2012)491449
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/briefing_note/join/2012/491449/EXPO-AFET_SP(2012)491449_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/IPOL-LIBE_ET(2012)474394
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/join/2012/474394/IPOL-LIBE_ET(2012)474394_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/fi/legal-notice


Assessing fundamental rights in the European Union
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 06-12-2012
Tekijä FERRARO Francesca

Toimiala EU:n demokratia sekä institutionaalinen ja parlamentaarinen oikeus | Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue
Hakusana Euroopan kansalaisuus | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | Euroopan

unionin perusoikeuskirja | ihmisoikeudet | Lissabonin sopimus | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | perusoikeudet |
vapauteen, turvallisuuteen ja oikeuteen perustuva alue

Yhteenveto Since 1993, the European Parliament has held regular debates on the situation of fundamental rights in the EU
Member States (MS). In the context of the Charter of Fundamental Rights, these debates frame democratic and
political dialogue on the initiatives taken by EU institutions, agencies and Member States in domains of EU
competence.
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Yhteenveto Negotiations for a new EU-Russia agreement, meant to replace the current Partnership and Cooperation Agreement,
are proving long and complicated.
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Yhteenveto The European Parliament is seen as the most principled and outspoken EU institution within the field of human rights.
However, empirical research focused on Belarus, China, Cuba, Egypt, Sri Lanka and Zimbabwe suggests that
translating this visibility into tangible results — protecting individuals and organisations and influencing third countries'
policies violating human rights — remains an elusive goal.
Many factors that determine the impact of the Parliament in the field of human rights are external to the Parliament and
beyond its control. Others, however, stem from a lack of coordination between the Parliament and the European
External Action Service. Within the Parliament, factors that can influence the organisation's impact include the level of
coherence, consistency and coordination of activities. To strengthen its effectiveness, the European Parliament should
make the following adaptations: strengthen contacts with civil society in third countries to reinforce the institution's
position as a supporter of human rights; increase its internal coherence and coordination across different instruments;
and exploit the powers granted by the Lisbon Treaty to promote an effective and common EU human rights strategy.
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Yhteenveto The abolition of capital punishment is a key objective for the European Union’s human rights policy. While a handful of
countries in the region no longer apply capital punishment, all retain the death penalty on their books. None of the
MENA Countries has signed the Second Optional Protocol to the ICCPR, which aims to abolish the death penalty. In
most countries in the MENA region, the legal system is mainly based primarily on Shari'a. Unsurprisingly, Israel's legal
system has different sources. In criminal law determined by Shari'a, most crimes classified as Hudud are punishable
by death, because they represent a threat for Islam. In 2012, Iran confirmed its lead position in the region with two
executions per day. Despite its international obligations, Iran continues to execute juvenile prisoners. Iraq executed
more than 62 people In 2011, and more than 102 in the first nine months of 2012. The number of executions per capita
in Gaza is the highest in the region. Apostasy and sorcery are among the crimes punishable by death in Saudi Arabia.
In Yemen, more than 29 people have been executed in 2012. The UN launched three moratoria on the use of the
death penalty between 2007 and 2011. The European Union's campaign against capital punishment aims at
persuading its partner countries to abolish death penalty, through political dialogue. In the 2007-2010 period, the EU
allocated EUR 8 million to 21 projects worldwide, 4 of which were in the MENA region. The indicative budget for 2011-
2013 is EUR 7 million.
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Yhteenveto This report evaluates the EU’s action to strengthen respect for human rights and democracy in North Africa and the
Middle East. Assessing the EU’s changing institutional context since the Lisbon Treaty, it examines the major policy
initiatives of 2011 in response to the events of the Arab Spring. The Arab Spring illustrated the limitations of the
‘stability versus human rights’ paradigm, and prompted the EU to promise that support for human rights and
democracy would be central to its relations with the MENA-region. Such rhetoric must be matched by detailed action
plans which incorporate the promotion of such values. As shown in the four case studies conducted for this report,
laudable policy declarations must be implemented not only by tangible increases in budget lines, but also by concrete
policy-structures capable of acting forcefully against human rights violations. The appointment of a Special
Representative for Human Rights and the creation of the EED and CSF have the potential to achieve such goals,
although the exact nature of these initiatives still need to be determined. This report recommends the EU to resolve its
internal differences with regards to the region, to intensify its relations with other MENA partners, and suggests ways of
enhancing the effectiveness of its policy.
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Yhteenveto Recent rulings of the Court of Justice of the EU stress that asylum-seekers must not be transferred to MS whose
asylum systems manifest systemic deficiencies, and that MS must ensure asylum-seekers undergoing a 'Dublin-
transfer' procedure benefit from minimum reception conditions. The European Parliament has endeavoured to reflect
the latest standards in protection for asylum-seekers in its amendments to the current proposals to update EU asylum
legislation.
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Yhteenveto In the most populous Arab nation, Egypt's newly elected officials are working to recapture their country's old role of
regional leader, tarnished under the previous regime. The country's political and economic potential is still constrained
by the complexity of its transition from authoritarian rule to democracy. After decades of government largely influenced
by the military, a new era of political leaders are seeking their political direction. These politicians— for the most part
Islamists — enjoy a clear mandate, garnered in a series of free and fair elections.
It is essential that the political transition process continue, and that new democratic institutions be established. Egypt's
fledgling democracy must be consolidated in a new constitution, also approved by the Egyptian people. Fundamental
human rights and the equality of all citizens must be guaranteed, and economic growth jump-started.
The EU is Egypt's first trading partner, and the EU would benefit from a greater political alliance with Egypt. Egypt's
success in mediating a cease-fire between Hamas and Israel has underscored its role as a principal power in a region
profoundly altered by the Arab Awakening. Egypt is a strategic partner for the European Union, and the Union should
assume a more palpable presence in the country, deepen its political dialogue and support Egypt's democratic
transition and socio-economic development.
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Yhteenveto The Emirati government has reacted harshly to all signs of political activism on the ground and in cyberspace. Al-Islah
is a moderate Islamist movement that calls for a more representative political system in the UAE. The Emirati
authorities have led a systematic campaign to uproot the movement, which it considers a national security threat. The
Emirati authorities have criticised the European Parliament resolution of 26 October 2012 which they regard as biased.
The European Union should support the aspirations of Emirati citizens and work with state institutions but also with the
emerging civil society.
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Yhteenveto This study is devoted to providing an analysis of the policy initiatives and recent research while also assessing the
possibilities for entry points relevant to the enhancement of EU action to support universal standards for promoting
women’s rights in the context of democratic transitions. The authors share the view that women’s rights will be the
litmus test of a successful democratic transition. They explore and analyse the gender dimension in the context of
democratic transition processes, with a special focus on current sociopolitical changes taking place in the MENA
region. This is done with special attention to women’s political participation to show the importance of gender-
responsive legislation, constitutions and accountability systems. In this regard transitional violence against women is
treated as a cross cutting issue affecting women in the region and preventing them from enjoying their rights in all
areas of public life and from influencing the political agendas. This study explores the initiatives taken so far on
women’s rights by international organisations and the authors attempt to map EU instruments and entry points for
further action. Finally, the study provides a list of pragmatic recommendations to the EU as an external promoter of
democracy and gender equality.
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The Role of Non-EU NHRIs in the Implementation of the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human
Rights

Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus
Päivämäärä 24-10-2012

Ulkopuolinen laatija Beata FARACIK (University of Exeter, UK , Allerhand Institute, Human Rights and Business Programme, Poland)
Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Ulkosuhteet

Hakusana Armenia | Azerbaidžan | EU:n rahoitusväline | EU:n talous- ja raha-asiat | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN
UNIONI | Euroopan unionin suhteet | Eurooppa | FINANSSIASIAT | Georgia | ihmisoikeudet | KANSAINVÄLISET
SUHTEET | Kaukasian maat | KAUPPA | kauppapolitiikka | MAANTIEDE | Moldova | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS |
poliittinen maantiede | rahoittamispolitiikka | rahoitus ja investointi | talousmaantiede | Ukraina | yhteinen
kauppapolitiikka | yhteistyöpolitiikka | yhteistyöpolitiikka | yrityksen organisaatio | yrityksen sosiaalinen vastuu |
YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

Yhteenveto This study has been commissioned by the European Parliament as an input to the discussion on the role of the
National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs) in the implementation of the United Nations Guiding Principles on
Business and Human Rights, in particular in Eastern Partnership countries. The study examines the scope of the
national institutions’ mandates under the Paris Principles to address human rights and business concerns and provides
an overview of the best practices from around the world. The analysis of individual NHRIs’ mandates is focused on
NHRIs from non-EU Eastern Partnership countries and complemented with an overview of the role the EU has already
played and could play in the future, in providing support to the NHRIs. Since the calls on Belarus so far have failed to
result in the establishment of such an institution in this country, the study focuses only on Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine. In this context, the study makes recommendations as to how the EU could support the
NHRIs in their task to advance the understanding of and respect for human rights as they relate to business.
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Kazakhstan's Regime Grows Impervious as it Jails Vladimir Kozlov
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 17-10-2012
Tekijä GARCES DE LOS FAYOS TOURNAN Fernando

Toimiala Energia | Ihmisoikeudet | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | ENERGIA | ihmisoikeudet | Kazakstan | lakko | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS |

oikeus | oikeuslaitoksen riippumattomuus | oikeusorganisaatio | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen
maantiede | poliittinen oppositio | POLITIIKKA | rikosasioiden oikeudenkäyntimenettely | TYÖLLISYYS JA TYÖ |
työmarkkinasuhteet ja työoikeus | työolot | työolot ja työn järjestäminen | öljyteollisuus | öljyteollisuus

Yhteenveto The strike of oil workers in western Kazakhstan had continued for six months before being violently put down by
authorities. At least 17 demonstrators were killed in the clashes. Charged with attempting to overthrow the
government, Vladimir Kozlov was sentenced to seven and a half years in prison and his property was confiscated.
Several international NGOs observed violations of due process in his trial. Governments and nongovernmental
organisations have expressed reservations about Kozlov's prosecution and verdict. Their criticism has been refuted by
the Kazakh authorities. Kozlov's trial points to a growing unease among Kazakh authorities regarding the opposition.
Political opposition members face increasing repression, although strong international pressure has sometimes worked
to release prominent individuals.

Briefing EN

Enhancing EU action on the death penalty in Asia
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 17-10-2012
Ulkopuolinen laatija Roger HOOD, Professor Emeritus of Criminology, University of Oxford and Emeritus Fellow All Souls College Oxford,

UNITED KINGDOM
Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Ulkosuhteet

Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | EU:n rahoitus | EU:n talous- ja raha-asiat | EUROOPAN UNIONI | hallinnollinen johtaminen |
hankearviointi | ihmisoikeudet | Kaakkois-Aasia | kuolemanrangaistus | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS |
rikosoikeus | vaihtoehtoinen rangaistus | vankeinhoitolaitos | YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

Yhteenveto This paper has three objectives. First, it provides an analysis of the state-of-play regarding the death penalty in Asia,
covering 24 countries of which 5 have abolished the death penalty, 6 are abolitionist in practice and 13 have carried
out executions within the past 10 years without declaring a moratorium. Developments and recommendations for EU
action relating to eight countries are highlighted: China, India, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Singapore, Taiwan and
Thailand. The analysis reveals the wide range of crimes still threatened by the death penalty, the death row problem in
countries that are abolitionist in practice or rarely carry out executions, the continued existence of the mandatory death
penalty, yet the falling rate of executions in retentionist countries. Second it reports on EU human rights dialogues; on
other interventions including the protection of citizens facing the death penalty; the part played by the EU in promoting
resolutions for a moratorium on executions at the UN General Assembly; and the success of projects in the Philippines
and China supported by EU grants. Third, it suggests policies that might help to support initiatives in Asian countries
aimed both at restraining the use of the death penalty and securing its complete abolition.
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Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Sukupuolinäkökohdat, tasa-arvo ja monimuotoisuus

Hakusana EU:n toiminta | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet | muukalaisviha | oikeudet ja vapaudet
| OIKEUS | sananvapaus | seksuaalinen vapaus | seksuaaliseen suuntautuneisuuteen perustuva syrjintä |
sukupuolisyrjintä | sukupuolten tasa-arvo | yhdenvertainen kohtelu

Yhteenveto This study presents an overview of problems faced by LGBTI persons as identified in EU studies, along with EU
actions taken in this area to date. It focuses in particular on the areas of Equality (including in the fields of employment,
health, education, access to goods and services and housing); specific trans and intersex issues; diverse families and
freedom of movement; freedom of assembly and expression; hate speech, hate crime and violence; and fleeing
homophobia and transphobia. Based on these findings, it proposes recommendations with a timeline which could be
included in a roadmap for equality on grounds of sexual orientation and gender identity.

Tutkimus EN

The EU Strategic Framework for the Horn of Africa : A Critical Assessment of Impact and Opportunities
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Toimiala Demokratia | Ihmisoikeudet | Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Afrikan sarvi | Afrikka | alueellinen turvallisuus | EU:n rahoitusväline | EU:n sotilasoperaatio | EU:n talous- ja raha-asiat

| Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | ihmisoikeudet | kansainvälinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVÄLISET
SUHTEET | kehitysapu | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus |
poliittinen tilanne | POLITIIKKA | rauhan rakentaminen | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto Adoption of the Strategic Framework for the Horn of Africa should open new opportunities for successful engagement
in the region. More coherent action creates the opportunity for the EU to be recognised in the region as an actor in its
own right, and with the influence that the scale of its engagement should bring. The appointment of an EUSR for the
Horn of Africa should allow the EU to speak more clearly with one voice in the region. Doing so would allow the EU to
exploit more fully its comparative advantage in the region: as a bloc, it is one of the most significant sources of
assistance and investment into the region and an important trade partner. The EU is clearly active across the region,
especially through high profile engagement in Somalia and the Sudans. However, quiet engagement in Ethiopia and
Eritrea presents the greatest new opportunity to influence constructive shifts in regional security and economic
dynamics. This was true before the recent death of Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi, and is even more the case
now. Strengthening IGAD will also be essential if the region’s potential and the EU’s goals are to be realised.
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Development of the ASEAN Human Rights Mechanism
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Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Sukupuolinäkökohdat, tasa-arvo ja monimuotoisuus | Ulkosuhteet
Hakusana Asean | Asean-maat | EU:n tuki | Euroopan rakentamistyö | Euroopan ulkopuoliset järjestöt | EUROOPAN UNIONI |

Euroopan unionin suhteet | ihmisoikeudet | juridinen yhteistyö | kansainvälinen oikeusistuin | KANSAINVÄLISET
JÄRJESTÖT | KANSAINVÄLISET SUHTEET | lapsen oikeudet | MAANTIEDE | naisten oikeudet | oikeudet ja vapaudet
| OIKEUS | oikeusorganisaatio | siirtolaisten sulautuminen | siirtolaisuus | talousmaantiede | talouspolitiikka |
TALOUSTIEDE | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | yhteistyöpolitiikka

Yhteenveto The study examines developments concerning human rights mechanism(s) in the Southeast Asian region, in the space
known as the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), with a view to strengthening relations between the
European Union and the region. The ASEAN Inter-governmental Commission on Human Rights (AICHR) has now
been set up as the overarching body to promote and protect human rights in the ASEAN. Two sectoral bodies working
on human rights have also appeared: the ASEAN Commission for the Promotion and Protection of the Rights of
Women and Children (ACWC) and the ASEAN Committee on the Implementation of the ASEAN Declaration on the
Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Migrant Workers (ACMW).
The study thus makes a number of recommendations to European institutions to help strengthen the mechanisms
mentioned, while building also other checks and balances, including national human rights institutions. The door is
open to a regional Declaration and or treaty on human rights, and a regional court. Various recommendations are also
targeted to the European Parliament, including to help support parliamentarians in the ASEAN region to integrate
human rights into their work.
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Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet
Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | elintarvikepula | ihmisoikeudet | julma ja alentava kohtelu | kidutus | kokoontumisvapaus |

KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | oikeusvaltio | Pohjois-Korea | poliittinen
elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA | rikosoikeus | sananvapaus | terveys | vankeinhoitolaitos
| viestinnän monimuotoisuus | viestintä | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto The human rights record in the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK, or North Korea) has been widely
condemned by the international community, including by the EU and the European Parliament. The ascension of the
latest ruler of the Kim dynasty, Kim Jong-un, in December 2011 has not brought tangible change. Since the country is
practically closed to foreigners, the human rights situation can only be evaluated based on the testimonies of refugees
and defectors. Their reports consistently reveal blatant and unrepentant violations of human rights, which aim to elicit
the total submission of the country's citizens to the regime and its ideology.
While the majority of North Koreans suffer from permanent hunger, those who try to leave the country face harsh
punishment upon repatriation. Citizens suspected of being disloyal to the regime and their families are placed, without
trial, in prison camps with abhorrent conditions. North Korea is among the countries carrying out the highest numbers
of executions in the world.
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Toimiala Kansainvälinen kauppa
Hakusana Amerikka | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | henkilöstön edustus | ihmisoikeudet | järjestäytymisoikeus

| kansainvälinen oikeus | kansainvälinen työoikeus | kauppasopimus (EU) | Kolumbia | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja
vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen maantiede | talousmaantiede | TYÖLLISYYS JA TYÖ | työmarkkinasuhteet ja työoikeus
| työmarkkinat | työmarkkinat | työolot | työolot ja työn järjestäminen

Yhteenveto The EU's Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with Colombia and Peru, on which the European Parliament is expected to
vote in the coming months, is the subject of deep controversy. NGOs from both sides of the Atlantic question whether
such an agreement should be concluded, because of the continued violation of human rights, especially in Colombia.
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