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Yhteenveto Flying remains one of the safest forms of transport, and the EU's accident rate is lower than in the rest of the world.
However, it cannot automatically be assumed that such performance will continue, as global air traffic is forecast to
double over the next 20 years. New technologies, such as unmanned aircraft (drones), are also appearing in European
skies, which require adaption of the current regulatory framework. In December 2015, the European Commission
proposed to update aviation safety rules. Two years later, the European Parliament and the Council reached a
provisional agreement on the new rules and the rules have been in force since 11 September 2018. The reform
includes the first-ever EU rules for civil drones, extends the EASA's mandate and provides for using existing resources
more efficiently. Fourth edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the
legislative procedure. To view earlier editions of this briefing, please see: PE 620.199, 28 March 2018.
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Yhteenveto Flying remains one of the safest forms of transport, and the EU's accident rate is lower than in the rest of the world.
However, it cannot automatically be assumed that such performance will continue, as global air traffic is forecast to
double over the next 20 years. New technologies, such as unmanned aircraft (drones), are also appearing in European
skies, which require adaption of the current regulatory framework. In December 2015, the European Commission
proposed to update aviation safety rules. Two years later, the European Parliament and the Council reached a
provisional agreement on the new rules. The reform includes the first-ever EU rules for civil drones, extends the
EASA's mandate and provides for using existing resources more efficiently. The provisional agreement now needs to
be confirmed by Parliament in plenary. Third edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key
stages throughout the legislative procedure. To view earlier editions of this briefing, please see: PE 595.877, 12
January 2017.
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Yhteenveto To enhance labour mobility, the European Commission proposed in 2016 to establish a common system of
qualifications for workers on EU inland waterways, based on their competence. While the previous EU legislation
applied only to boatmasters, the proposal introduced harmonised rules for all deck crew members and extended the
scope of legislation to the previously excluded River Rhine. After interinstitutional negotiations concluded on 27 June
2017, the European Parliament adopted the agreed text on 14 November 2017 and the Council approved the EP
position on 4 December 2017. The final act was published in the Official Journal on 27 December 2017. Member
States have until 17 January 2022 to transpose the provisions into their national law. Fifth edition. The EU Legislation
in Progress Briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure. To view earlier editions of this
briefing, please see: PE 608.799, November 2017.
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Yhteenveto While inland navigation is a cost-effective and environmentally friendly mode of transport, it is not used to its full
capacity. Apart from the need for significant infrastructure improvements, the sector is affected by limited labour
mobility and shortage of qualified workers. To enhance labour mobility, the European Commission proposed to
establish a common system of qualifications for workers on EU inland waterways, based on their competence. While
the EU legislation currently applies only to boatmasters, the proposal introduces harmonised rules for all deck crew
members. Moreover, it extends the scope of legislation to the previously excluded River Rhine. Ultimately, the proposal
should facilitate entry to professions in inland navigation, improve career prospects and make jobs in the sector more
attractive. Fourth edition. The EU Legislation in Progress Briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative
procedure. To view earlier editions of this briefing, please see: PE 593.548, 23 November 2016.

Briefing EN

Professional qualifications in inland navigation
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti

Päivämäärä 08-11-2017
Tekijä PAPE Marketa

Toimiala Liikenne | Työllisyys
Hakusana ammatillinen pätevyys | ammatillisen pätevyyden tunnustaminen | ammattiin pääsy | kuljetusjärjestelyt | LIIKENNE |

meri- ja jokiliikenne | miehistö | sisävesikuljetus | työllisyys | TYÖLLISYYS JA TYÖ | työmarkkinat | työvoimapula
Yhteenveto As part of its efforts to reduce transport emissions, the EU wants to make better use of inland navigation. This requires

addressing the limited labour mobility and shortage of qualified workers in the sector. The proposed directive seeks to
establish one competence-based system of qualifications for workers on all EU inland waterways. Ultimately, the new
rules aim to make jobs in inland navigation more attractive. Parliament is due to vote on the proposal in plenary in
November.
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Yhteenveto Meriliikenteen turvallisuusvaatimuksia on tiukennettu viime vuosina merkittävästi EU:n direktiiveillä ja asetuksilla. Tämä
on saatu aikaan lähinnä kolmella lainsäädäntöpaketilla, jotka hyväksyttiin Erika- ja Prestige-öljytankkerien
onnettomuuksien jälkeen.
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Yhteenveto After a review of the EU legislation on passenger ship safety, the European Commission proposed a number of
changes to simplify the existing rules and cut administrative costs, while making sea travel safer. This proposed
directive clarifies technical requirements for construction, stability and fire protection of vessels travelling on domestic
routes. The newly defined standards should provide for uniform national interpretations and make the rules easier to
update, monitor and enforce.
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Yhteenveto Passenger ships operating intensively need to be inspected at regular, frequent intervals. The European Commission
reviewed the related EU rules and proposed changes to rationalise the different existing inspection regimes. This
proposal is part of an initiative to modernise EU passenger safety legislation and reduce administrative burden while
maintaining a high level of maritime safety.
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Yhteenveto Meriliikennettä koskevissa EU:n säännöksissä huolehditaan ensi sijassa palvelujen tarjoamisen vapauden periaatteen
toteutumisesta ja kilpailusääntöjen oikeasta soveltamisesta. Lisäksi niillä pyritään varmistamaan turvallisuuden korkea
taso, asianmukaiset työolot ja ympäristövaatimusten noudattaminen.
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Yhteenveto Despite some recent high-profile disasters, flying remains one of the safest forms of transport and the EU's accident
rate is lower than in the rest of the world. However, it cannot automatically be assumed that such performance will
continue, as global air traffic is forecast to double over the next 20 years. In addition, new technologies, such as
unmanned aircraft (drones), are also appearing in European skies, which require adaption of the current regulatory
framework. In December 2015, the European Commission proposed to replace the current Regulation on civil aviation
safety and the European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA). The new proposal would introduce risk- and
performance-based rules, close some safety gaps and interlinks safety more closely with other domains such as
security and the environment. It proposes to strengthen EASA's role and take several measures to use existing
resources more efficiently (e.g. sharing aviation inspectors). It also introduces essential requirements for drones. In
November 2016, the European Parliament's Committee on Transport and Tourism generally backed the updated rules,
in particular the idea of regulating drones at EU level. The report constitutes Parliament’s position for negotiations with
the Council, which adopted its general approach for the negotiations with the Parliament on 1 December 2016. This
updates an earlier edition, of January 2016: PE 573.933. "A more recent edition of this document is available. Find it by
searching by the document title at this address: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/home.html"
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Yhteenveto While inland navigation is a cost-effective and environmentally friendly mode of transport, it is not used to its full
capacity. Apart from the need for significant infrastructure improvements, the sector is affected by limited labour
mobility and shortage of qualified workers. To enhance labour mobility, the European Commission proposes to
establish a common system of qualifications for workers on EU inland waterways. While the EU legislation currently
applies only to boatmasters, the proposal introduces harmonised rules for all deck crew members. Moreover, it
extends the scope of legislation to the previously excluded River Rhine. Ultimately, the proposal should facilitate entry
to professions in inland navigation, improve career prospects and make jobs in the sector more attractive. "A more
recent edition of this document is available. Find it by searching by the document title at this address:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/home.html"
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Yhteenveto The IA clearly identifies and defines the problems, demonstrating that EU action is necessary to address them. The
analysis emphasises that, in this case, EU action is further justified by the limited provisions offered by the existing EU
legislative framework and potential offered by the IWT sector towards the objectives of the Single Market. Although the
legislative proposal is limited to aspects of labour mobility, the analysis presents a wide array of policy measures that
can be adopted to tackle the main problem drivers as presented in the impact assessment, and provides an
explanation for the measures that were discarded prior to the analysis. Some criticism can be made concerning the
weak quantification of impacts. This is recognised through the analysis, and justified on the basis of the high regional
diversification of the sector concerned by the EU action, and the difficulties linked to the monitoring and data collection
processes.  
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Yhteenveto Aviation is a strategically important sector of the EU economy, contributing €110 billion directly and €300 billion
indirectly to EU GDP, and employing around 1.9 million persons directly. If impacts on other industries such as tourism
are taken into account, then it can be said that aviation supports up to 9 million jobs. These jobs are not evenly spread
across the EU: three quarters of air transport employment is centred in Germany, France, the United Kingdom, Spain,
Italy and the Netherlands. Since the EU liberalised the aviation market in the early 1990s, the industry has gone
through notable changes which have also had an impact on employment and working conditions. For instance,
outsourcing has increased; some workers have had to operate from airline bases where they do not live; income has
become more variable; many have been laid off and those remaining in work have had to increase their productivity.
Furthermore, next to full-time permanent contracts, atypical forms of employment such as agency work, self-
employment, zero-hour contracts and pay-to-fly schemes have increasingly been used, especially for younger staff and
new entrants to the workforce. Persons employed under such schemes often have more precarious working conditions
and are generally less likely to be unionised. EU institutions have repeatedly examined working conditions in civil
aviation. Some Members of the European Parliament, as well as of the European Economic and Social Committee,
have expressed concerns about the use of atypical forms of employment and multiplication of airlines' home bases.
Although the aviation strategy that the European Commission published at the end of 2015 deals with working
conditions, it did not present any new legislative initiative on this issue.

Briefing EN

19-04-2024 Lähde : © Euroopan unioni, 2024 - EP 4

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_BRI(2016)593548
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/593548/EPRS_BRI(2016)593548_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_BRI(2016)581380
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/581380/EPRS_BRI(2016)581380_DE.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/581380/EPRS_BRI(2016)581380_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/581380/EPRS_BRI(2016)581380_FR.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_BRI(2016)580915
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/580915/EPRS_BRI(2016)580915_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/fi/legal-notice


Recognition and modernisation of professional qualifications in inland navigation: Implementation
Appraisal

Julkaisutyyppi Briefing
Päivämäärä 22-01-2016

Tekijä GONZALEZ JIMENEZ DAVID RICARDO | REMAC Milan
Toimiala Liikenne | Työllisyys

Hakusana ammatillinen pätevyys | ammatillisen pätevyyden tunnustaminen | EU:n ohjelma | Euroopan rakentamistyö |
EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | eurooppalaiset järjestöt | KANSAINVÄLISET JÄRJESTÖT |
kuljetusjärjestelyt | LIIKENNE | liikennepolitiikka | meri- ja jokiliikenne | miehistö | Reinin navigaation keskuskomissio |
sisävesiliikenne | työllisyys | TYÖLLISYYS JA TYÖ | työmarkkinat | unionin oikeuden valmistelu | yhteinen
liikennepolitiikka

Yhteenveto The existing EU legislation on professional qualifications in inland navigation is diverse, as are the bodies that adopt
the rules applicable to the profession of boatmaster: EU, Member States and river commissions with the status of
international organisations. As a consequence, this may lead to a situation where there are different requirements for
the profession of boatmaster on various rivers. This has an impact on the labour mobility in this sector, but it can also
influence the attractiveness of this work as such. Despite the endeavour of various bodies, such as the Central
Commission for the Navigation on the Rhine, to mutually recognise the professional qualifications in inland navigation,
the legislation remains fragmented and outdated. Studies show that broader harmonisation in the field of the
professional qualifications in inland navigation is necessary as it could bring more clarity and transparency and, as a
result, help to create jobs. One of the ways to achieve such harmonisation could be an amendment of the existing
European legislation.
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Yhteenveto Although EU labour law generally applies to workers in all sectors, for now several directives allow Member States to
exclude seafarers from certain worker-protection provisions. This situation gave rise to unequal treatment of seafarers
in different countries and affects competition in shipping. The European Commission proposed an amending directive
in 2013 to improve the level of protection of the rights protected under the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights in EU
labour law, increase the quality of maritime jobs and, at EU level, ensure a level playing field in the sector.
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Yhteenveto This note seeks to provide an initial analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the European Commission's Impact
Assessment (IA) accompanying the proposal for a Directive for the inclusion of seafaring workers in the EU labour law
Directives, submitted on 18 November 2013.
It analyses whether the principal criteria laid down in the Commission’s own Impact Assessment Guidelines, as well as
additional factors identified by the Parliament in its Impact Assessment Handbook, appear to be met by the IA. It does
not attempt to deal with the substance of the proposal. It is drafted for informational and background purposes to assist
the relevant parliamentary committee and Members more widely in their work.
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Yhteenveto According to the social partners, other stakeholders and recent studies, the shortage of qualified personnel in maritime
and inland waterway transport is posing problems. This study aims to provide background information on the causes
and impact of this shortage.
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