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During the November | part-session, Parliament is expected to vote on giving its consent to the conclusion of a new
protocol implementing the EU fisheries agreement with the Republic of Senegal. The protocol allows EU vessels to fish
in Senegalese waters, while aiming to promote a sustainable fisheries policy and sound exploitation of fishery
resources in the area, and to support Senegal's efforts to develop its fisheries sector.
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The Monthly Highlights publication provides an overview, at a glance, of the on-going work of the policy departments,
including a selection of the latest and forthcoming publications, and a list of future events.
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Senegal: bastion of democracy, migration priority for the EU
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Senegal is one of the most politically stable countries in Africa. Free and fair presidential elections in March 2012, for
which the EU deployed an Election Expert Mission (EEM), brought Macky Sall to the presidency. The regular
organisation of legislative elections, political pluralism, a free press, and a vibrant civil society are all proof of Senegal's
democratic culture.
Senegal has a long tradition of migration to the EU and other African countries, and today 5 % of its population live
abroad. Remittances account for more than 10 % of GDP. As a priority partner in the Migration Partnership
Framework, Senegal has been constructive in the political dialogue on migration, while maintaining its position that
more should be done on legal migration into the EU. Senegal is one of the main benificiaries of the EU Trust Fund.
Development cooperation, still at the core of relations with Senegal, has been structured to ensure increased
coordination between the EU, Member States, and the Senegalese authorities. The challenge going forward will be to
ﬁnsure thar} Senegal honours its commitments on the readmission of irregular migrants, and encourage progress on
uman rights.
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President Macky Sall decided to put constitutional changes to a referendum on 20 March 2016. The proposal includes
a reduction of the presidential term length from seven to five years. Nevertheless President Sall, following the
Constitutional Council's opinion, declared the reduction could not apply to his current mandate: he would thus stay in

office until 2019, contrary to a promise he made when he was elected. While Sall's supporters hailed his sense of
responsibility, opponents denounced this decision as a political manoeuvre to backtrack on his commitment.
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The New Alliance for Food Security and Nutrition in Africa (NAFSN) launched in May 2012 under the auspices of the
G8 aims to create the conditions that will allow the African countries concerned to improve agricultural productivity and
develop their agrifood sector by attracting more private investment in agriculture. The participating countries (Burkina
Faso, Benin, Cote d'lvoire, Ethiopia, Ghana, Malawi, Mozambique, Nigeria, Senegal and Tanzania) adopted 'country
cooperation frameworks' (CCFs) listing their policy commitments, and companies provided 'Letters of Intent' identifying
intended investments. While the general objective of the NAFSN is sound, certain deficiencies remain: the CCFs are
silent on the need to shift to sustainable modes of agricultural production and to support farmers' seed systems, on the
dangers associated with the emergence of a market for land rights, or on the regulation of contract farming; and they
are weak on nutrition as well as on the recognition of women's rights and gender empowerment.
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A number of West African countries are currently experiencing the worst Ebola epidemic in history. As the situation
continues to deteriorate rapidly, the European Commission has stepped up its response since March 2014 and is now
pledging more than €147 million in response to the devastating human, sanitary, economic and political effects of this
crisis for the region. Since the beginning of the epidemic, the European Parliament has shown its concern as regards
this critical situation.
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