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New genomic techniques: European Commission study and first reactions
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 25-10-2021
Tekijä LAANINEN Tarja

Toimiala Elintarviketurvallisuus
Hakusana asiakirjat | EU:n tutkimusraportti | geneettisesti muunnettu organismi | innovaatio | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ |

luonnontieteet ja soveltavat tieteet | perinnöllisyystiede | teknologia ja tekninen sääntely | TIEDE | TUOTANTO,
TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | tutkimus ja immateriaalioikeus | uusi teknologia

Yhteenveto On 29 April 2021, the European Commission presented a study on the status of new genomic techniques (NGTs)
under EU law. The Council had asked for this study in the context of a 2018 European Court of Justice judgment and
the practical questions raised by it. The Commission study examines the implementation of EU legislation on NGTs,
based on consultations with the Member States and stakeholders. It provides information on the status and use of
NGTs in plants, animals and micro-organisms for agri-food and for industrial and pharmaceutical applications. The
study defines NGTs as ‘techniques capable of changing the genetic material of an organism and that have emerged or
have been developed since 2001’, that is, after the existing EU legislation on genetically modified organisms was
adopted. The main conclusions of the study point to ‘limitations as to the capacity of the legislation to keep pace with
scientific developments’, stating that this causes implementation challenges and legal uncertainties. According to the
study, there are strong indications that the legislation is not fit for purpose for some NGTs and their products, and that
it needs to be adapted to scientific and technological progress. According to the Commission, the study confirms that
NGT products have the potential to contribute to sustainable agri-food systems in line with the objectives of the
European Green Deal and the ‘farm to fork’ strategy. Stakeholders have mixed reactions to the study: while some
industry associations and researchers welcome its content and conclusions, others appear more cautious, and some
environmental NGOs strongly oppose it. In the European Parliament, the Environment and Agriculture Committees
(ENVI/AGRI) have organised public hearings, and the initial views of the Parliament are taking shape in the context of
the ‘farm to fork’ strategy.
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The European Commission package of ETIAS consequential amendments: Substitute impact assessment
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 20-12-2019
Ulkopuolinen laatija This study has been written by Dr Niovi Vavoula from Queen Mary University of London at the request of the Ex-ante

Impact Assessment Unit of the Directorate for Impact Assessment and European Added Value, within the Directorate-
General for Parliamentary Research Services (EPRS) of the Secretariat of the European Parliament.

Toimiala Ihmisoikeudet | Vaikutusten ennakkoarviointi | Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue
Hakusana asiakirjat | EU:n tutkimusraportti | EU:n viisumipolitiikka | kansainvälinen oikeus | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | matka |

oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | sosiaalinen elämä | tieto ja tiedonkäsittely | tietojenkäsittely | tietojärjestelmä |
tietotekniikka ja tietojenkäsittely | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | yksityisyyden suoja

Yhteenveto On 7 January 2019, the European Commission presented two proposals for amendments to the legal instruments of
the EU information systems following the adoption of Regulation 2018/1240 on the establishment of a European Travel
Information and Authorisation System (ETIAS). The ETIAS Regulation requires all visa-exempt non-EU nationals to
apply online for travel authorisation prior to the date of their departure. Neither the original Commission proposal for
ETIAS, nor the two subsequent proposals (‘the Commission package’) were accompanied by Commission impact
assessments. The European Parliament’s Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs (LIBE) therefore
requested a targeted substitute impact assessment of the expected fundamental rights impacts of specific elements of
the Commission package. In particular, this study assesses: 1) whether the amendments to the ECRIS-TCN
Regulation provided for in the Commission package extend the scope of that information system and, if so, whether
such an extension is necessary and proportionate in accordance with Article 52(1) of the EU Charter; and 2) whether
the amendments regarding the automated processing of ETIAS application files through comparisons against data
present in EU information systems raise concerns in relation to the rights to respect for private life and protection of
personal data.
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2019: A year of challenges and choices [What Think Tanks are thinking]
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 20-12-2019
Tekijä CESLUK-GRAJEWSKI Marcin

Toimiala EU:n demokratia sekä institutionaalinen ja parlamentaarinen oikeus | Kansainvälinen kauppa | Tutkimuspolitiikka |
Ympäristö

Hakusana ajatushautomo | asiakirjat | EU:n tutkimusraportti | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | tiivistäminen | TUOTANTO,
TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | tutkimus ja immateriaalioikeus

Yhteenveto The European Parliament elections and formation of a new European Commission with new priorities, together with a
general economic slowdown against the backdrop of the US-China trade conflict, to say nothing of Brexit, defined 2019
as a year of tough choices in the context of old and new challenges. Those include efforts to fight climate change, the
defence of the rules-based international order, the advance of the digital revolution, the emerging debate over the EU’s
strategic sovereignty, and the need to re-define relations with the United Kingdom post-Brexit. This note offers links to
recent selected commentaries, studies and reports from major international think tanks on the state of the EU in 2019
and its outlook in several important areas.
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Global Trendometer 2019
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Päivämäärä 18-12-2019
Tekijä KONONENKO Vadim | NOONAN EAMONN | RECHARD Daniele | SALM Christian | SCHMERTZING Leopold |

WINDLE-WEHRLE Jessica Freya
Toimiala Demokratia | Ennakoiva suunnittelu | EU:n demokratia sekä institutionaalinen ja parlamentaarinen oikeus |

Sosiaalipolitiikka | Talous- ja raha-asiat | Turvallisuus ja puolustus | Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue |
Ympäristö

Hakusana Aasia ja Oseania | Afrikka | asiakirjat | avaruuspolitiikka | demokratia | EU:n tutkimusraportti | Euroopan
sosiaalipolitiikka | Kiina | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | laskentatoimi | MAANTIEDE | odotettavissa oleva elinikä |
Pohjois-Afrikka | poliittinen kehys | POLITIIKKA | sosiaalinen elämä | sosiaalinen kehys | taloudellinen analyysi |
talousmaantiede | TALOUSTIEDE | tulevaisuudentutkimus | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | tutkimus ja
immateriaalioikeus | varainkäytön valvonta | väestötiede ja väestö | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET |
yhteiskunnan rakenne | YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

Yhteenveto The new Global Trendometer examines topics ranging from deliberative democracy and the future of social policy in
Europe, to scenarios for Northern Africa, China's social credit system, the auditing of algorithms and space as a new
frontier.
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Appraising the quality of the European Commission's impact assessments
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Päivämäärä 18-12-2019
Ulkopuolinen laatija DG, EPRS
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| sääntelypolitiikka | taloudellinen analyysi | TALOUSTIEDE | täytäntöönpanovalta ja julkinen hallinto |
vaikuttavuustutkimus | YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

Yhteenveto Based on a scoring exercise of 132 Commission Impact Assessments, adopted between July 2015 and December
2018, and their appraisal by the IMPA unit of the EPRS, this study provides a critical assessment of the strengths and
weaknesses of these IAs. While their overall average quality is considered satisfactory, the analysis finds considerable
variation between different parts of an IA. In view of contributing to future improvements of the IA process and
promoting the value of IAs to support transparent political decision-making, this study indicates the main structural
shortcomings to be addressed.
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Enhancing EU competitiveness [What Think Tanks are thinking]
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 13-12-2019
Tekijä CESLUK-GRAJEWSKI Marcin

Toimiala Talous- ja raha-asiat
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UNIONI | Euroopan unionin tilanne | kilpailu | kilpailukyky | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA
JA TUTKIMUS | tutkimus ja immateriaalioikeus | yrityksen organisaatio | YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

Yhteenveto The European Union has been established as an area of security, stability and prosperity, in which economic
competitiveness plays a key role. Although in terms of productivity some EU countries are doing well, compared to, for
example, the United States, the EU is lagging behind some other world regions in reaping the fruits of the digital
revolution. Analysts also point to the need to continue euro-area governance reforms, completing the Banking Union
and pushing ahead with the creation of the Capital Markets Union. A debate continues about whether the EU should
support the creation of EU industrial champions, which advocates claim could be well placed to compete internationally
in some sectors. This note brings together commentaries, analyses and studies by international think tanks and
research institutes on EU competitiveness and related issues. Earlier papers on reforming the euro area are available
in a previous issue from the series, published in December 2019.
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Climate change [What Think Tanks are thinking]
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Päivämäärä 05-12-2019
Tekijä CESLUK-GRAJEWSKI Marcin

Toimiala Ympäristö
Hakusana ajatushautomo | asiakirjat | EU:n tutkimusraportti | ilmastonmuutos | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | tiedon sisällön

analyysi | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | tutkimus ja immateriaalioikeus | YMPÄRISTÖ | ympäristön
laadun huononeminen

Yhteenveto Government officials from across the world are currently engaged in the 2019 United Nations Climate Change
Conference, also known as COP25, focussing on how to implement the 2015 Paris Agreement on reducing
greenhouse gas emissions. The conference, which runs from 2 to 13 December 2019, was moved at short notice to
Madrid in Spain, to avoid the social unrest in Chile. Meanwhile, the new President of the European Commission,
Ursula von der Leyen, is preparing a set of new climate and environmental initiatives, as part of the European Green
Deal. This note brings together commentaries, analyses and studies by major international think tanks and research
institutes on climate talks and wider issues relating to climate change.
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Euro area deepening and reform [What Think Tanks are thinking]
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 03-12-2019
Tekijä CESLUK-GRAJEWSKI Marcin

Toimiala Talous- ja raha-asiat
Hakusana ajatushautomo | asiakirjat | EU:n tutkimusraportti | euro | euroalue | FINANSSIASIAT | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ |

rahataloudelliset suhteet | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | tutkimus ja immateriaalioikeus
Yhteenveto Countries sharing the euro have done little to change the functioning of the single currency area since French

President Emmanuel Macron called for its major overhaul in 2017. Many analysts and politicians have attributed the
lack of significant reforms in this area to Germany’s – and some other countries’ – cautious approach, although also
underlining that the currency area is now much stronger and more resilient than in the wake of the financial crisis of
2008. The single currency area’s most immediate challenge is to cope with the economic slow-down, which is partly a
consequence of global trade disputes. A smooth transition in leadership at the European Central Bank will also be very
important. This note brings together commentaries, analyses and studies by major international think tanks and
research institutes on challenges facing the euro area and related issues. Earlier publications on the topic can be
found in a previous edition of 'What Think Tanks are Thinking' published in February 2019.
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European borders [What Think Tanks are thinking]
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 22-11-2019
Tekijä CESLUK-GRAJEWSKI Marcin

Toimiala Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue
Hakusana ajatushautomo | asiakirjat | EU:n tutkimusraportti | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin

virkamieskunta | Euroopan unionin ulkoraja | Frontex | kansainvälinen oikeus | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | OIKEUS |
TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | tutkimus ja immateriaalioikeus

Yhteenveto The European Union helps its Member States to secure their external borders, whilst ensuring an area of free
movement without internal borders. Frontex, the European Border and Coast Guard Agency, inter alia, coordinates
and organises joint operations with Member States, provides surveillance and risk analysis, and supports cooperation
between law enforcement authorities. The EU also helps Member States to fight crimes such as human trafficking,
child abuse and smuggling of illegal goods. The issue of borders is closely linked to EU migration policy, which is being
debated with a view to its reform, following the 2015 migration crisis. This note offers links to commentaries and
studies by major international think tanks on the issue of borders and some related reports on migration. More papers
specifically on migration can be found in earlier items from the same series, published in October and December 2018.
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Rule of law [What Think Tanks are thinking]
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 15-11-2019
Tekijä CESLUK-GRAJEWSKI Marcin

Toimiala Unionin oikeus: oikeusjärjestelmä ja säädökset | Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue
Hakusana ajatushautomo | asiakirjat | EU:n tutkimusraportti | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | oikeusvaltio | poliittinen kehys |

POLITIIKKA | tiedon sisällön analyysi | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | tutkimus ja immateriaalioikeus
Yhteenveto The European Union is a community of law, with the rule of law being a basic value since the Union's inception. The

President-elect of the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, has confirmed a strong commitment to uphold the
rule of law, which remains a shared responsibility for all EU institutions and all Member States. However,
developments in several EU Member States – for example Czechia, Hungary, Poland, Slovakia and Malta – have
raised concerns over how far this commitment is actualy being observed in practice, sparking a lively debate across
the EU and action in the EU institutions themselves. This note offers links to recent commentaries, studies and reports
from major international think tanks on the rule of law debate.
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Research for REGI Committee-Urban Agenda: Assessment from the European Parliament's Perspective
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 15-11-2019
Ulkopuolinen laatija TU Delft: Willem K KORTHALS ALTES, Marietta EA HAFFNER

Assisted by Danielle A GROETELAERS
Toimiala Aluekehitys

Hakusana alueellinen kehittäminen | alueet ja aluepolitiikka | asiakirjat | asuntopolitiikka | EU:n ohjelma | EU:n tutkimusraportti |
EU:n unionin aloite | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | kaupungistuminen | kaupunkielinympäristö |
kaupunkirakentamiseen liittyvät ongelmat | kaupunkitaajama | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ | maankäyttö |
MAATALOUS, METSÄTALOUS JA KALASTUS | maatalousmaan viljely | rakentaminen ja yhdyskuntasuunnittelu |
taloudellinen ja sosiaalinen yhteenkuuluvuus | TALOUSTIEDE | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto The 2016 Pact of Amsterdam launched the Urban Agenda for the European Union. Within its framework, partnerships
of urban authorities, Member States and other stakeholders have developed action plans to achieve better funding,
better knowledge and better regulation for the priority theme of their partnership. This study provides an overview and
critical assessment of the current state of play including the position of the European Parliament. Two partnerships, (1)
Sustainable Use of Land and Nature-based Solutions and (2) Housing, are studied in more detail.
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Global and regional trends
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing

Päivämäärä 25-10-2019
Tekijä CESLUK-GRAJEWSKI Marcin

Toimiala EU:n demokratia sekä institutionaalinen ja parlamentaarinen oikeus | Turvallisuus ja puolustus | Unionin oikeus:
oikeusjärjestelmä ja säädökset | Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue

Hakusana asiakirjat | ENERGIA | energiapolitiikka | energiapolitiikka | EU:n toimielinten välinen yhteistyö | EU:n tutkimusraportti |
EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ |
poliittinen elämä ja yleinen turvallisuus | politiikka | POLITIIKKA | politiikka-analyysi | talouden rakenne | talous |
TALOUSTIEDE | teknologia | teknologia ja tekninen sääntely | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS |
täytäntöönpanovalta ja julkinen hallinto

Yhteenveto The European Union’s key institutions held a joint annual conference on 14-15 October entitled ‘Challenges and
Choices for Europe.’ The annual event was organised under the auspices of the European Strategy and Policy
Analysis System (ESPAS), which is a framework for cooperation between the administrations of the European
Parliament, European Commission, Council of the European Union, European External Action Service and other
bodies, to work together on medium- and long-term trends facing or relating to the European Union.
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Research for TRAN Committee - European tourism: recent developments and future challenges
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus

Päivämäärä 24-10-2019
Ulkopuolinen laatija Richard WESTON, Mary LAWLER, David JARRATT, Jaume GUIA, Lluís PRATS, Dani BLASCO, Natàlia FERRER-

ROCA, Tanja MIHALIČ
Toimiala Lainsäädännön ja toimintapolitiikan käytännön arviointi | Matkailu

Hakusana asiakirjat | EU:n tutkimusraportti | Euroopan rakentamistyö | EUROOPAN UNIONI | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ |
matkailu | sosiaalinen elämä | unionin politiikka | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto This study provides an overview of the current state of affairs in European tourism, considering the latest
developments, identifying future challenges and emerging opportunities. It draws a number of conclusions and makes
recommendations at an EU policy level that will support the sustainable development of the sector.
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Research for CULT Committee - Education and youth in the European Union –  Current challenges and
future prospects

Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus
Päivämäärä 02-09-2019

Ulkopuolinen laatija RAND Europe: Axelle Devaux, Fay Dunkerley, Nadja Koch, Michaela Bruckmayer, William Phillips,
Victoria Jordan

Toimiala Koulutus
Hakusana akateeminen vapaus | asiakirjat | EU:n tutkimusraportti | koulutus | koulutus | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTÄ |

koulutuspolitiikka | nuorisopolitiikka | nuorisotyöttömyys | nuorten työllisyys | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS |
siirtolaisuus | siirtolaisuus | sosiaalinen elämä | sosiaalinen integraatio | työllisyys | TYÖLLISYYS JA TYÖ |
YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto This study examines possible scenarios (both aspirational and disruptive) for future developments for the education
and youth sectors. It also identifies and assesses the policy implications of these scenarios. Ultimately, the study
informs EU policy-makers, in particular MEPs, on policy options and their implications for the education and youth
sectors in the EU, and seeks to help them prepare for the scenarios identified (both in terms of facing challenges and
embracing opportunities).
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Yhteenveto This study presents a comparative overview of recent policy developments in Denmark, Finland and France. The focus
of the analysis is on progress achieved in the last three years in the adaptation of the reception and integration system
for the high numbers of new arrivals and on the main challenges encountered. Special attention is given to changes in
perceptions, public opinion and political discourse with respect to the asylum and integration of refugees and how this
influenced policy strategy. The study has been commissioned bey Policy Department A at the request of the
Employment and Social Affairs Committee.
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