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Economic indicators show that the United States (US) is the front-runner for both private investment in artificial
intelligence (Al) and venture capital in generative Al, followed by China. US companies are also developing most of the
large languages models (LLMs) underpinning Al innovation. EU starts-up are beginning to scale up.
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The EU fisheries and aguaculture products (FAPs) market is largely dependent on external producers. Some of the
imports entering the EU market come from countries with lenient regulations. This study gives an overview on existing
competitiveness indicators. It shows main trends in the EU’s FAPs supply through extra-EU imports and identifies the
main internal and external factors affecting the sector’'s competitiveness. The research presents four case studies and
an assessment of options for adaptations to the internal and external policy framework. Finally, it provides a series of
recommendations for strengthening the competitiveness of the EU fisheries and aguaculture sector in the future.
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The Construction Products Regulation (Regulation (EU) No 305/2011, CPR) has applied fully since 1 July 2013. Its
objective is to achieve the proper functioning of the internal market for construction products (such as waterproofing
sheets, thermal insulation foams, chimneys and wood-based panels for permanent incorporation in construction
works), by means of harmonised rules for their marketing in the EU. The CPR, which provides a common technical
language to assess the performance of construction products, enables Member States to define the legal requirements
for construction works. On 30 March 2022, the Commission put forward a proposal to revise the CPR. The proposal is
part of a package with several other sectoral proposals aimed at making sustainable products the norm in the EU and
boosting circular business models. The stated aims of the proposal are to improve the functioning of the internal
market for construction products, address the implementation challenges that still exist at national level (particularly
regarding market surveillance), simplify the legal framework and support the green and digital transition in the sector.
On 13 December 2023, the Parliament and the Council reached a provisional agreement on the proposal. Parliament
is expected to vote on the agreed text, which requires formal adoption by both institutions, during its plenary session in
April 2024. Third edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative
procedure.
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European Union lawmakers reached a political agreement on the draft artificial intelligence (Al) act in December 2023.
Proposed by the European Commission in April 2021, the draft Al act, the first binding worldwide horizontal regulation
on Al, sets a common framework for the use and supply of Al systems in the EU. It offers a classification for Al
systems with different requirements and obligations tailored on a 'risk-based approach'. Some Al systems presenting
‘unacceptable’ risks are prohibited. A wide range of ‘high-risk' Al systems that can have a detrimental impact on
people's health, safety or on their fundamental rights are authorised, but subject to a set of requirements and
obligations to gain access to the EU market. Al systems posing limited risks because of their lack of transparency will
be subject to information and transparency requirements, while Al systems presenting only minimal risk for people will
not be subject to further obligations. The regulation also provides specific rules for general purpose Al (GPAI) models
and lays down more stringent requirements for GPAI models with 'high-impact capabilities' that could pose a systemic
risk and have a significant impact on the internal market. The provisional agreement has been endorsed by the
Committee of Permanent Representatives of EU Member States and by Parliament's two lead committees.
Parliament's plenary vote on the final agreement is scheduled for the March plenary session. The Al act must also be
endorsed by Council and published in the EU's Official Journal before entering into force. Third edition. 'EU Legislation
in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages of the legislative procedure.
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In May 2023, the European Commission tabled a customs reform package. Key to the reform is the proposal to
establish an EU customs authority, which would oversee a new EU customs data hub. This would entail a more
centralised and digitalised approach to customs, which should lower compliance costs for traders and ensure a more
efficient, fraud-proof customs union. The proposal follows the ordinary legislative procedure. Parliament is due to vote
on its first-reading report during the March plenary session.
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The single market celebrated its 30th anniversary in 2023. Although it has generally been a success story, a number of
challenges remain. For instance, there is still no EU-wide harmonisation of the technical requirements for the road
circulation of non-road mobile machinery. This has a negative effect on the functioning of the single market. This sector
covers a broad range of machinery fitted with the means for self-propulsion — such as combine harvesters, excavators,
ride-on mowers and forklifts — and that may need to circulate on the road to go from one workplace to another. On 23
March 2023, the Commission presented a proposal for a regulation that would set out the requirements for the EU type
approval and placing on the market of non-road mobile machinery intended to circulate on public roads. It would also
lay down rules and procedures on market surveillance of non-road mobile machinery. Stakeholders have broadly
welcomed the proposal. The Parliament and Council reached a political agreement on 21 February 2024. This
agreement now needs to be endorsed, and formally adopted by both institutions. Second edition. The 'EU Legislation
in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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The EU fisheries and aquaculture products (FAPs) market is largely dependent on external producers. Some of the
imports entering the EU market come from countries with lenient regulations. This study gives an overview on existing
competitiveness measures. It shows main trends in the EU’s FAPs supply through extra-EU imports and identifies the
main internal and external factors affecting the sector’'s competitiveness. The research presents four case studies and
an assessment of options for adaptations to the internal and external policy framework. Finally, it provides a series of
recommendations for strengthening the competitiveness of the EU fisheries and aquaculture sector in the future.
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Today's massive increase in trade volumes, combined with the need to do border checks for compliance with the
growing number of EU standards and to stay abreast of the continuously evolving trade strategies, has put EU
customs authorities under a lot of pressure. Concerns have been raised that the EU's customs union is burdened by
an uneven level of digitalisation across Member States, suboptimal coordination between the national authorities and
overall complexity. This situation creates high administrative compliance costs for traders while providing criminals with
opportunities to commit fraud. To tackle these issues, the European Commission tabled a customs reform package on
17 May 2023. Key to the reform is the establishment of an EU customs authority, which would oversee a nhew customs
data hub. The aim is to adopt a more centralised and digitalised approach to customs that should lower compliance
costs for traders, free up resources for national authorities and ensure a more efficient, strengthened and fraud-proof
customs union. The proposal is subject to the ordinary legislative procedure and therefore requires the support of both
the Council of the EU and the European Parliament. Within Parliament, the file has been assigned to the Committee
on Internal Market and Consumer protection, with Deirdre Clune (EPP, Ireland) as rapporteur. Her report was adopted
by the IMCO committee on 22 February 2024. Parliament is expected to vote on the report during its March plenary, at
first reading. Second edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the
legislative procedure.
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In the absence of specific rules on claims regarding the ‘green’ nature of products, how can consumers be sure that
such claims are reliable, comparable and verifiable throughout the EU? On 22 March 2023, the European Commission
put forward a proposal for a directive on green claims. The proposed directive would require companies to substantiate
the voluntary green claims they make in business-to-consumer commercial practices, by complying with a number of
requirements regarding their assessment (e.g. taking a life-cycle perspective). The proposal is now in the hands of the
co-legislators. In Parliament, the file was allocated jointly to the Committees on Internal Market and Consumer
Protection (IMCO) and on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI). Parliament is expected to vote on the
report adopted jointly by ENVI and IMCO during its 2024 March plenary session. Second edition. The 'EU Legislation
in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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The European automotive industry is striving to adapt to market changes driven by the dual green and digital
transition. Electrification has become the main strategy for reducing CO2 emissions, especially in urban traffic. At the
same time, the average size and weight of cars have greatly increased. Big electric cars are the trend, but are they
really the solution? Could better planning and optimisation of resources help?
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In 2023, the EU celebrated the 30th anniversary of the single market. Recent shocks have shown not only how
vulnerable to crises the single market is, but also the extent to which the EU economy relies on a well-functioning
single market. It is now considered to be a key driver of EU resilience. In September 2022, the Commission put
forward a single market emergency instrument (SMEI) package. It includes one main proposal for a regulation
establishing a SMEI, and two accompanying proposals amending harmonised product legislation to ensure that
strategic goods can be marketed quickly to address shortages in the event of market crises. The main proposal
establishes measures for contingency planning, such as an early warning system. A 'vigilance mode' could be
activated after a threat has been identified. If a wide-ranging crisis hits the single market, an 'emergency mode' could
be triggered. The co-legislators reached a provisional agreement on the package on 1 February 2024, after four
trilogue meetings. This agreement still needs to be formally approved by both institutions. Third edition. The 'EU
Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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During the February Il plenary session, Parliament is set to vote on a provisional agreement reached between the
European Parliament and the Council on the proposed regulation on data collection and sharing relating to short-term
accommodation rental services. The proposal aims to facilitate registration of hosts and their short-term rental units
(such as houses, apartments and rooms). It also aims to reduce inconsistencies in how online platforms share data
with public authorities, and help to increase consumer confidence in these services.
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Presented as part of the 'SME relief package', the initiative aims to tighten the EU's late payment framework and
improve its enforcement. It proposes, among other things, to convert the current Late Payment Directive into a
regulation, a move that several national parliaments contested. National parliaments also raised subsidiarity and
proportionality concerns on several provisions. The impact assessment (IA) adequately justifies the need to revise the
late payment framework, and substantiates the envisaged change of legal instrument. Overall, it presents a clear
intervention logic. It puts forward three well-developed policy options (each with sub-options). Because of the
initiative's high relevance for SMEs, a comprehensive SME test was carried out, in addition to a competitiveness
check. The focus of the impact analysis lies clearly on economic impacts. The IA draws on a wide range of evidence
(including relevant studies, surveys and market analyses) and broad stakeholder input (including from SMESs). It builds
on qualitative and quantitative data and is transparent about data limitations. The wide evidence base somewhat
compensates for the fact that the Commission's 2015 evaluation is rather dated. That fact that no separate evaluation
was carried out prior to the revision is not fully in line with the ‘evaluate first' principle. Of note, the Commission's open
public consultation, which ran in parallel with the feedback to the inception IA, lasted merely 9 weeks (instead of the
mandatory 12 weeks), without the IA disclosing the reasons for the shortened period. The IA provides a vast amount of
background information and additional explanations in annexes (26 in total) and appears broadly coherent with the
legislative proposal.
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Most products are not designed with their life cycle environmental impacts in mind, and it is difficult for consumers and
economic operators to make sustainable choices when buying products. The EU still lacks an overarching legislative
framework laying down rules for sustainable production and consumption of all products. Ecodesign refers to the
integration of environmental sustainability considerations into the characteristics of a product, and into processes
throughout its value chain. On 30 March 2022, the European Commission put forward a proposal for a regulation
establishing a framework for setting ecodesign requirements for sustainable products. The proposed regulation would
lay down rules applying to all products on the internal market, with the aim of making them more durable, reusable,
reparable, upgradable, recyclable and generally less harmful to the environment. The regulation would include rules on
a digital product passport, green public procurement and a ban on the destruction of unsold goods. The co-legislators
reached a provisional agreement on 5 December 2023, after three trilogues. This agreement still needs to be formally
approved by both institutions. It was approved by Coreper on 22 December 2023, and by the Committee on the
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI) on 11 January 2024. It must now be adopted by Parliament in
plenary and then by the Council. Third edition of a briefing originally drafted (first version) by Nikolina Sajn. The 'EU
Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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Digitaaliset sisémarkkinat edistavat taloutta, vahentavéat ymparistdvaikutuksia ja parantavat elaménlaatua séhkoisen
kaupankaynnin ja sahkoéisen hallinnon avulla. Palvelujen siirtyessa kiinteista kayttojarjestelmista mobiilialustoille
tarvitaan EU:n lainsdadantokehys pilvipalveluille, sisallon rajatylittavalle saatavuudelle ja saumattomalle mobiilidatalle,
ja samalla on varmistettava yksityisyys ja kyberturvallisuus. Euroopan digitaaliset sisamarkkinat olivat ratkaisevan
tarkeat covid-19-kriisin aikana. Digipalvelusdados ja digimarkkinasaadds mullistavat markkinat lahivuosina.

Léhde : © Euroopan unioni, 2024 - EP 5


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_BRI(2024)757800
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2024/757800/EPRS_BRI(2024)757800_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_BRI(2022)733524
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2022/733524/EPRS_BRI(2022)733524_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/04A_FT(2017)N54581
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N54581/doc_bg.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N54581/doc_cs.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N54581/doc_da.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N54581/doc_de.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N54581/doc_el.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N54581/doc_en.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N54581/doc_es.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N54581/doc_fi.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N54581/doc_fr.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N54581/doc_ga.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N54581/doc_hu.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N54581/doc_it.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N54581/doc_lt.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N54581/doc_lv.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N54581/doc_nl.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N54581/doc_pt.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N54581/doc_ro.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N54581/doc_sv.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N54581/doc_et.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N54581/doc_hr.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N54581/doc_mt.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N54581/doc_pl.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N54581/doc_sk.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N54581/doc_sl.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/fi/legal-notice

Alternative dispute

resolution for consumers

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Tekija
Toimiala
Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Briefing

Briefing

31-01-2024

ANGLMAYER Irmgard

Kuluttajansuoja | Sisdmarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Vaikutusten ennakkoarviointi

direktiivi (EU) | Euroopan rakentamisty® | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | KAUPPA | kilpailukyky |
kuluttajaoikeus | kuluttajapolitiikka | kulutus | OIKEUS | oikeus | vaihtoehtoinen riidanratkaisu | vapauteen,
turvallisuuteen ja oikeuteen perustuva alue | yrityksen organisaatio | YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

The impact assessment (I1A) underpinning the revision of the alternative dispute resolution (ADR) framework presents
a robust intervention logic. It puts forward four policy options (including a non-regulatory option) with varying degrees
of ambition; however, the description of the different policy options would have benefited from more depth and detail.
The IA assesses the policy options in terms of their economic, social and environmental impacts and their effects on
fundamental rights. While large parts of the analysis are mainly qualitative, the section on economic impacts is also
supported by quantitative data and estimations. Although the IA acknowledges that most businesses concerned are
SMEs, the impact on SMEs is not further assessed. Similarly, more reflection on the impact of extending the directive's
scope to third-country traders would have been warranted. The IA's evidence base appears solid: in addition to a
comprehensive stakeholder consultation, it drew on an ex-post evaluation (conducted ‘back to back' with the 1A),
Commission reports on the application of the current ADR/ODR framework, and several highly relevant and up to-date
studies. The legislative proposal appears to follow broadly the 1A's preferred option, despite some clear differences.
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Sisamarkkinat ovat vaurauden ja vapauden alue, jolla on mahdollisuus saada tavaroita, palveluja ja ty6ta, hyddyntaa
liketoimintamahdollisuuksia ja nauttia kulttuurista. Sisamarkkinoiden laajentaminen entisestaan tuo hyotyja EU:n
kuluttajille ja yrityksille, ja sen vuoksi tehdaan jatkuvasti tyota. Digitaaliset markkinat tarjoavat mahdollisuuksia
vauhdittaa taloutta verkkokaupan vélityksella ja auttavat vahentdaméaéan byrokratiaa séhkdisen asioinnin ansiosta.
Edelleen on kuitenkin olemassa myos haasteita. Esimerkiksi covid-19-pandemia aiheutti uudelleen esteita neljalle
vapaudelle (tavaroiden, palvelujen, pagomien ja henkildiden vapaa liikkuvuus).
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Hankintaviranomaiset tekevat sopimuksia rakennusurakoista ja palvelujen tuottamisesta. Naiden sopimusten
kaupallinen arvo on 2 448 miljardia euroa, joten julkiset hankinnat edistavat merkittéavasti talouskasvua, tydpaikkojen
luomista ja innovointia. Vuonna 2014 hyvaksytty julkisia hankintoja koskeva paketti tuo EU:n BKT:hen vuosittain
2,88 miljardin euron lisan. Liséksi julkisia hankintoja koskevat EU:n direktiivit ovat osaltaan lisdnneet
hankintasopimusten kokonaisarvoa, joka nousi alle 200 miljardista eurosta vuonna 2009 noin 525 miljardiin euroon
vuonna 2017.
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Tavaroiden vapaa liikkuvuus liséantyi tullien ja muiden tullien ulkopuolisten esteiden poistamisen myodtd. Muun muassa
vastavuoroisen tunnustamisen ja standardoinnin periaatteilla edistettiin edelleen sisémarkkinoita. Vuoden 2008 uudella
lainsaadantokehyksella vahvistettiin tavaroiden vapaata liikkuvuutta, unionin markkinavalvontaa ja CE-merkintaa.
Sisamarkkinoiden yhdenmukaistamiseen liittyy kuitenkin edelleen haasteita, silla covid-19-pandemia ja muut tekijat
saattavat yha haitata tavaroiden taysin vapaata liikkuvuutta.
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The proposals to amend Council Regulation (EC) No 6/2002 (the Community Design Regulation) and in parallel to
recast Directive 98/71/EC (the Design Directive) aim to align the design protection system in the EU with the digital age
and make it more accessible and efficient for applicants. In terms of digitalisation, the proposed update of the
requirements for representing designs would allow applicants to file new digital design types (e.g. by using 3D printing
technologies). In terms of efficiency, the proposals aim to make the application procedures cheaper and simpler, the
registration procedures faster, while also ensuring greater predictability and legal certainty for individual designers,
SMEs and design-intensive industries looking for design protection in the EU. Within the European Parliament, the files
have been assigned to the Committee on Legal Affairs (JURI), with Gilles Lebreton as rapporteur. The committee's
decisions to enter into interinstitutional negotiations were confirmed by plenary in November 2023 while the Council
agreed on general approaches to the proposals in September 2023. The Parliament and the Council reached a
provisional agreement on 5 December 2023, which now needs to be confirmed and formally adopted by both
institutions. Third edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the
legislative procedure.
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Sijoittautumisvapaus ja palvelujen tarjopamisen vapaus ovat sisamarkkinoiden kulmakivia ja mahdollistavat yritysten ja
ammattihenkildiden liikkkuvuuden kaikkialla EU:ssa. Naiden vapauksien toteutuminen edellyttas, etta kansallisesti
myodnnetyt tutkintotodistukset ja patevyydet tunnustetaan yleisesti. Tutkintotodistuksia ja patevyyksia on pyritty
yhdenmukaistamaan ja niiden vastavuoroista tunnustamista edistdmaén monin eri toimin, ja alan lainsdadantoa ollaan
parhaillaan taydentamassa.
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Sisdmarkkinat ja tulliunioni

Sijoittautumisvapaus ja palvelujen tarjoamisen vapaus ovat ratkaisevan tarkeita yritysten ja ammatillisen liikkuvuuden
kannalta EU:ssa. Palveludirektiivin tdysimaarainen taytantddnpano on keskeisen tarkeda sisamarkkinoiden
lujittamiseksi, mutta sen tiella on viela esteitd. Covid-19-pandemia toi mukanaan viel& uusia haasteita. Vastauksena
téahan parlamentti antoi helmikuussa 2022 paatoslauselman, jossa esitetdan, miten talouden elpyminen covid-19-
pandemian jalkeen olisi toteutettava, jotta lievennettaisiin parhaiten néihin keskeisiin vapauksiin kohdistuvia kielteisia
vaikutuksia.
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Yhteenveto Lentoliikenteen sisémarkkinoiden luominen 1990-luvun lopulla on muuttanut lentoliikennealaa perinpohjaisesti ja
tukenut merkittavasti Euroopan lentoliikenteen vahvaa kasvua viimeisten kahdenkymmenen vuoden ajan.
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Jotta EU:n energian sisdmarkkinoita voitaisiin yhdenmukaistaa ja vapauttaa ne sadantelystd, Euroopan unioni on
hyvaksynyt toimenpiteita, joilla pyritadn rakentamaan kilpailulle avoimet, asiakaskeskeiset, joustavat ja syrjimattomat
EU:n markkinat, jotka perustuvat markkinapohjaisiin toimitushintoihin. Toimenpiteet liittyvat markkinoille paésyyn,
avoimuuteen ja saantelyyn, kuluttajansuojaan, yhteenliitantoihin ja toimitusvarmuuteen. Niilla vahvistetaan yksittaisten
asiakkaiden, energiayhteisdjen ja heikossa asemassa olevien kuluttajien oikeuksia, selkeytetédn markkinatoimijoiden
ja saantelijéiden rooleja ja vastuualueita ja edistetdan Euroopan laajuisten energiaverkkojen kehittdmistéa. Venajan
hyokkays Ukrainaan aiheutti energiakriisin, ja sen vuoksi EU:n energiamarkkinoilla on tapahtunut perusteellisia
rakenteellisia muutoksia.
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Lahetetyilla tyontekijoilla tarkoitetaan tyontekijoita, jotka heidan tydnantajansa lahettaa tilapaiseen tydhon johonkin
toiseen EU:n jasenvaltioon. Sijoittautumisvapaus ja palvelujen tarjoamisen vapaus ovat Euroopan unionin toiminnasta
tehdyssa sopimuksessa (SEUT) vahvistettuja perusvapauksia. Lahetettyjen tyontekijdiden asemaa séantelee "sama
palkka samasta ty0sta samassa paikassa” -periaate.
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Tydntekijoiden vapaa liikkuvuus on yksi unionin kansalaisten neljasta vapaudesta. Se kasittaa tydntekijoiden oikeuden
likkumiseen ja oleskeluun seké tyontekijdiden perheenjasenten oikeuden maahantuloon ja oleskeluun. Siihen kuuluu
my0ds oikeus tydskennelld toisessa unionin jasenvaltiossa ja tulla kohdelluksi yhdenvertaisesti tuon jasenvaltion
kansalaisten kanssa. Julkisiin virkoihin sovelletaan rajoituksia. Euroopan tyéviranomainen on tydntekijdiden, myds
lahetettyjen tyontekijoiden, vapaasta liikkuvuudesta vastaava virasto.
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digitaalinen jakelu | digitaalinen muutos | digitaalinen sisalto | digitaaliset sisamarkkinat | ehdotus (EU) | Euroopan
rakentamisty6 | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | kaupanpitaminen | KAUPPA | KOULUTUS JA
VIESTINTA | teknologia ja tekninen saantely | tekodly | tieto ja tiedonkasittely | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA
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Generative artificial intelligence (Al) has the potential to transform industries and society by boosting innovation,
empowering individuals and increasing productivity. One of the drawbacks of the adoption of this technology, however,
is that it is becoming increasingly difficult to differentiate human-generated content from synthetic content generated by
Al, potentially enabling illegal and harmful conduct. Policymakers around the globe are therefore pondering how to
design and implement watermarking techniques to ensure a trustworthy Al environment. China has already taken
steps to ban Al-generated images without watermarks. The US administration has been tasked with developing
effective labelling and content provenance mechanisms so that end users are able to determine when content is
generated using Al and when it is not. The G7 has asked companies to develop and deploy reliable content
authentication and provenance mechanisms, such as watermarking, to enable users to identify Al-generated content.
The EU's new Al act, provisionally agreed in December 2023, places a number of obligations on providers and users
of Al systems to enable the detection and tracing of Al-generated content. Implementation of these obligations will
likely require use of watermarking techniques. Current state-of-the-art Al watermarking techniques display strong
technical limitations and drawbacks, however, in terms of technical implementation, accuracy and robustness.
Generative Al developers and policymakers now face a number of issues, including how to ensure the development of
robust watermarking tools and how to foster watermarking standardisation and implementation rules.
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Blockchain and its applications, in particular cryptocurrencies, have grabbed the headlines, but many people still do
not know how they work. This briefing provides an overview of the uses and challenges of this technology, based on
published information. Blockchain originated as part of the enabling digital ledger technology (DLT) developed at the
end of the 20th century. DLT works as a digital database containing information (as a record book or ledger) that can
be simultaneously used and shared through a network (as a shared digital ledger). The technology is considered to
render the recorded elements unchangeable (immutable) and the process open (decentralised) by using a publicly
accessible network. However, in practice, the outcomes can differ from the initial technological design. Virtually
anything of value (assets) can be tracked and traded on a blockchain. Blockchain works with tokens (values in the
digital ledger), tokenisation (using the blockchain for existing assets) and smart contracts (computerised and pre-
specified conditions that self-execute when they are met). Currencies and assets can be exchanged and traded in both
the ‘real' and virtual world. The use of blockchain for currencies originated from an analysis of shortcomings in the
traditional financial environment. Crypto assets range from tangible to non-tangible assets, and to understand them
one must look into their substance and the conditions attached to them in their digital definition. After more than a
decade, a number of challenges have appeared, ranging from the protection of citizens to the preservation of the legal
economy and the carbon impact of crypto assets. This briefing looks at both the implementation of blockchain
technology over this period and at whether it has delivered the expected outcomes.
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BREUER Marcus Ernst Gerhard
Kalatalous | Sisdmarkkinat ja tulliunioni

Kalastus- ja vesiviljelytuotealan yhteinen markkinajarjestely (YMJ) oli yhteisen kalastuspolitikan (YKP) ensimmainen
osa. Nykyisen YMJ:n tavoitteena on suojella tuottajia ja varmistaa kalastus- ja vesiviljelytuotteiden markkinoiden
ymparistokestavyys ja taloudellinen kannattavuus. Siin& on parannettu ja vahvistettu YMJ:n keskeisia osatekijoita,
kuten kaupan pitamista koskevia yhteisia vaatimuksia, kuluttajille tiedottamista ja tuottajaorganisaatioita, ja otettu
kayttoon uusia osatekijoité, kuten markkinatietous.

Faktatietoja EU:sta
11-12-2023

SCHEINERT CHRISTIAN
Sisamarkkinat ja tulliunioni

EU:n kilpailusadantojen tarkeimpéna tavoitteena on mahdollistaa EU:n sisémarkkinoiden moitteeton toiminta. Euroopan
unionin toiminnasta tehtyyn sopimukseen (SEUT) sisaltyy saantoja, joilla pyritaan estamaén kilpailun rajoittaminen ja
vaaristyminen, kuten maaraavan aseman vaarinkaytto, kilpailunvastaiset sopimukset seka yrityskeskittymat ja
yritysostot, jos ne johtavat kilpailun véhenemiseen. Valtiontuet ovat kiellettyja, jos ne vaaristavat kilpailua. Tietyissa
tapauksissa niita voidaan kuitenkin myontéa.

Paaomien vapaa liikkuvuus

Julkaisutyyppi Faktatietoja EU:sta
Paivamaara 07-12-2023
Tekija SCHEINERT CHRISTIAN
Toimiala Sisamarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Talous- ja raha-asiat
Yhteenveto Paaomien vapaa liikkkuvuus on yksi unionin sisamarkkinoiden neljasta perusvapaudesta. Se on niista paitsi uusin myds

Faktatietoja EU:sta

29-03-2024

laajin, koska se kattaa ainoana kolmannet maat. P4domavirtojen vapauttaminen on edennyt vahitellen. Maastrichtin
sopimuksen johdosta rajoitukset, jotka koskevat padomanliikkeité ja maksuja seka jasenvaltioiden valilla etta
kolmansien maiden kanssa, ovat olleet kiellettyja vuoden 2004 alusta lahtien, joskin poikkeuksia saattaa esiintya.
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New technologies come with new risks, and the impact of cyber-attacks through digital products has increased
dramatically in recent years. Consumers are increasingly falling victim to security flaws linked to digital products such
as baby monitors, robo-vacuum cleaners, Wi-Fi routers and alarm systems. For businesses, the importance of
ensuring that digital products in the supply chain are secure has become pivotal, considering three in five vendors
have already lost money owing to product security gaps. The European Commission's proposal for a regulation, the
‘cyber-resilience act', therefore aims to impose cybersecurity obligations on all products with digital elements whose
intended and foreseeable use includes direct or indirect data connection to a device or network. The proposal
introduces cybersecurity by design and by default principles and imposes a duty of care for the lifecycle of products.
The Council and the Parliament are currently in negotiations to finalise the text. Third edition. The 'EU Legislation in
Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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On 14 September 2022, the Commission proposed a regulation to ban products made using forced labour, including
child labour, on the European Union (EU) internal market. The proposal covers all products made available on the EU
market, whether made in the EU for domestic consumption and for export, or imported. It covers products of any type,
including their components, from all sectors and industries. EU Member States would be in charge of enforcing its
provisions, and their national authorities would be able to withdraw products made with the use of forced labour from
the EU market. Customs authorities would identify and stop such products at EU borders. In the European Parliament,
the file has been jointly referred to the IMCO and INTA committees. Their joint report on the proposal was adopted in
October 2023 and was confirmed as Parliament's position for the trilogue negotiations during the November | plenary
session. Second edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative
procedure.
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In February 2022, the European Commission tabled a proposal for a regulation laying out harmonised rules on fair
access to and use of data (the data act). During its first November 2023 plenary session, Parliament is set to vote on
the political agreement reached in negotiations with the Council.

DE, EN, ES, FR, IT, PL
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Yhteenveto The aim of this study is to present the possibilities offered by Directive 2014/24/EU on public procurement for the
achievement of social goals and to analyse how these possibilities have been transposed into national law and
implemented by contracting authorities across the EU. Another aim is to identify obstacles to the use of existing
provisions and make recommendations with regards to possible future EU action.
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Yhteenveto This study addresses cross-border restitution claims to looted art, considering Nazi-looted art and colonial takings, but
also more recent cultural losses resulting from illicit trafficking. Although these categories differ considerably,
commonalties exist. The study highlights blind spots in the legal and policy frameworks and formulates
recommendations on how these could be bridged.

This study was commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the JURI Committee.
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Yhteenveto This At A Glance - Study In Focus provides information on the implementation and enforcement of the Package Travel
Directive (PTD) in the EU with a focus on ten EU Member States. It summarises areas for improvement, such as
adapting the definition of package travel to accommodate evolving industry trends, addressing pre-contractual
information gaps, improving payment practices, tackling challenges in the digital environment, enhancing enforcement
mechanisms, promoting alternative dispute resolution, and increasing consumer awareness.

This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the
request of the committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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This study evaluates the implementation and enforcement of the Package Travel Directive (PTD) in the EU with a
focus on ten EU Member States. It identifies areas for improvement, such as adapting the definition of package travel
to accommodate evolving industry trends, addressing pre-contractual information gaps, improving payment practices,
tackling challenges in the digital environment, enhancing enforcement mechanisms, promoting alternative dispute
resolution, and increasing consumer awareness. The study aims to enhance the PTD’s effectiveness, protect
travellers’ rights, and foster a consumer-friendly package travel market in the EU.

This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies for the
committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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The Commissioner-designate, lliana Ivanova, appeared before the European Parliament on 5 September 2023 to
answer questions put by MEPs from the Committees on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) and on Culture and
Education (CULT). During the hearing, she made a number of commitments which are highlighted in this document.
These commitments refer to her portfolio, as described in the mission letter sent to her by Ursula von der Leyen,
President of the European Commission, including:

« Education, research and innovation; and

« Culture, youth and sport.
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In September 2022, the Commission presented a single market emergency instrument (SMEI) package. During its
September 2023 plenary session, the Parliament is expected to vote on the report adopted in July by its Committee on
the Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO). The report as voted would then form Parliament's position for
negotiations with the Council, which has recently adopted its position.
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Governing consumer credit at EU level, the Consumer Credit Directive (CCD) has been in force since 2008. The
European Parliament is expected to vote in plenary in September on the adoption of an agreement reached by the co-
legislators on the Commission's proposal for a new directive to replace the current CCD. The goal is to enhance the
protection of applicants for consumer credit and further harmonise the rules across Member States.
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An effective climate labelling scheme requires a methodology, a database, and a label format that allows consistent
comparison both within and across product categories. To this end, we analyse the EU product environmental footprint
(PEF) methodology, the state of databases on climate footprints, the current knowledge on effective label design, and
relevant EU regulation. Based on this analysis, we conclude that further preparation is required before a voluntary,
horizontal climate labelling scheme can be established under Union law, across all product categories. Specific
improvements are proposed to harmonise and simplify the PEF methodology. We also propose that a globally
complete, consistent, and open background database is established and maintained, with an acceptable level of
product detail. A label design is proposed that allows seamless cross-category comparison and consideration of the
‘monetary rebound' effect, as well as easy communication of uncertainty. The development of a roadmap is also
proposed. This should consider the broader context of environmental and sustainability labelling and the need to
improve international product life cycle assessment standards and harmonise conflicting EU calculation rules.
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The aim of this study is to present the possibilities offered by Directive 2014/24/EU on public procurement for the
achievement of social goals and to analyse how these possibilities have been transposed into national law and
implemented by contracting authorities across the EU. Another aim is to identify obstacles to the use of existing
provisions and make recommendations with regards to possible future EU action.
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Yhteenveto In line with the overall objectives of the European Green Deal, the proposed initiative aims to render consumption more
sustainable by increasing the repair and reuse of defective consumer goods, both within and outside their legal
guarantee. It complements two related initiatives that are currently pending (eco-design and empowering consumers
for the green transition). The IA presents a clear intervention logic and a seemingly comprehensive qualitative and
quantitative assessment of the impacts of the seven policy options proposed, from which it derives a preferred set of
options. The comparison of the environmental, economic, social and consumer impacts of the different policy options
(including sub-options) relies inter alia on the results of a multi-criteria analysis (MCA) and a cost-benefit analysis
(CBA). The IA is specific about the costs that businesses would incur in the context of the OIOO approach. Overall, the
proposed directive appears to reflect the preferred set of options identified in the IA. The entire IA draws to a large
degree on a supporting study focusing on economic and behavioural analysis, the methodology of which is described
in detail in Annex 4. However, despite over 100 direct references to that 'IA study’, the IA does not provide access to
the supporting study (not even a bibliographic reference), nor does it justify why the study is not disclosed, which goes
against the transparency requirements set out in the BRG.
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Yhteenveto On 30 March 2022, the European Commission put forward a proposal to revise the Construction Products Regulation
(CPR). During its July plenary session, the European Parliament is expected to vote on the report adopted by its
Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO) on 23 May 2023. The report as voted would then
form Parliament's position for negotiations with the Council.
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Yhteenveto The study developed herein aims to address the concerns raised as to the field of retail investments. It aims at
analysing market practices and the applicable legislative landscape in order to identify room for improvement and,
ultimately, propose potential solutions to foster retail investor protection and participation in financial markets.
This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the
request of the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON).
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Robot applications, including ‘collaborative robots' — cobots — designed to collaborate with humans, are in high
demand, with sales and installation figures constantly on the rise. However, it is necessary to analyse the risks and
opportunities of this technology and its possible social, economic, and ethical impacts. This study presents the current
state of collaborative robotics, its benefits, and its disadvantages, with a special emphasis on key aspects such as
safety. It presents possible policy options to enable the EU to remain at the forefront of this technology by taking
advantage of the opportunities and avoiding the potential risks.
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The EU has the world's largest single market. Home to 345 million people when it was launched in 1993, it now
numbers 447 million consumers and 23 million companies, and covers a considerable range of policy areas. This year,
the single market is celebrating its 30th anniversary. While the single market generates many jobs and considerable
economic benefits, many hurdles remain. In March 2020, the Commission identified the top 13 barriers to cross-border
activity (such as red tape), and the five main root causes of these barriers (such as inadequate enforcement of
legislation). Furthermore, recent shocks — including the pandemic and Russia's war on Ukraine — resulting in
restrictions to free movement, shortages of goods and services, and rising energy prices, have shown not only how
vulnerable the single market can be to crises, but also the extent to which the EU economy relies on a well-functioning
single market. In May 2022, the plenary of the Conference on the Future of Europe proposed to deepen the single
market further. On 18 January 2023, Parliament adopted a resolution on the 30th anniversary of the single market.
Reaffirming its readiness to play its role in the process, Parliament called for renewed commitment from the Member
States and the other EU institutions, and a specific agenda for action towards 2030 and beyond, to strengthen and
develop the single market further, not least in areas such as services, energy, telecommunications and the digital
single market. On 16 March 2023, the Commission put forward a communication on the single market at 30, in which it
discusses a possible way towards further single market integration. This is an update of an 'at a glance' note published
for the ceremony marking the anniversary during the January plenary session. An EPRS infographic provides
additional information on the single market.

EN, FR

New EU regulatory framework for batteries: Setting sustainability requirements

29-03-2024

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Tekija
Toimiala
Yhteenveto

Briefing

Briefing

08-06-2023

HALLEUX Vivienne

EP:n ja neuvoston hyvaksyma lainsdadanto | Sisamarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Ymparisto

Given the important role they play in the roll-out of zero-emission mobility and the storage of intermittent renewable
energy, batteries are a crucial element in the EU's transition to a climate neutral economy. On 10 December 2020, the
European Commission presented a proposal designed to modernise the EU's regulatory framework for batteries in
order to secure the sustainability and competitiveness of battery value chains. The proposal seeks to introduce
mandatory requirements on sustainability (such as carbon footprint rules, minimum recycled content, performance and
durability criteria), safety and labelling for the marketing and putting into service of batteries, and requirements for end-
of-life management. It also includes due diligence obligations for economic operators as regards the sourcing of raw
materials. The European Parliament and the Council reached a provisional agreement on the file on 9 December
2022. The text agreed in trilogue negotiations amends the original Commission proposal substantially, notably by
including batteries for light means of transport, such as e-bikes and e-scooters, within the regulation's scope, and by
strengthening due diligence requirements. It awaits formal adoption by Parliament, with a plenary vote scheduled
during the June 2023 session. Fourth edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages
throughout the legislative procedure.
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Parliament's negotiating position on the artificial intelligence act
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ja tiedonkasittely | tietosuoja | tietotekniikka ja tietojenkésittely | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | unionin
oikeus

Yhteenveto The European Commission tabled a proposal for an EU regulatory framework on artificial intelligence (Al) in April 2021.
The draft Al act is the first comprehensive EU legislation to regulate Al and address its potential harms. Parliament is
preparing to debate and vote on the joint report from the Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO) and Civil
Liberties (LIBE) Committees during its June plenary session. This would then set Parliament's position for trilogue
negotiations with the Council on the proposal.
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Yhteenveto Although the US Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) pursues a range of aims, the two main ones are the lowering of inflation
by removing purchasing power from the US economy, and to provide the United State's contribution to fighting climate
change. Unlike similar EU measures, most of its climate support is done via tax subsidies. Although hailed in the EU
for heralding a new era in US climate policy, the IRA is being criticised for its outright '‘Buy American' provisions.
Amongst others, it is feared that EU exports to the US will be hampered, and that EU firms might be enticed to relocate
to the US. So far, the EU has reacted by adapting its State aid rules and the legislative proposals of the Green Deal
Industrial Plan, but it also relies upon the Recovery and Resilience Facility's dedicated climate subsidies to offset the
IRA's effects on the EU economy. Further possible EU responses are currently discussed.
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Yhteenveto More than 3 years after the entry into application of the Geo-blocking Regulation (GBR) and more than 2 years after
the publication of the Commission report on the first short-term review of the GBR, the European Parliament's
Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO) decided to draft a report to establish the extent to
which implementation of the GBR had contributed to the integration of the internal market and thereby to better deals
for consumers and more opportunities for businesses. The present EIA seeks to assist the IMCO committee in its
drafting process, by synthesising the available information on the implementation and enforcement of the GBR. It
therefore presents relevant material such as reports and opinions of EU institutions, EU bodies and stakeholders.
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Yhteenveto Open strategic autonomy is about ensuring that the EU has the capacity to cope alone if necessary but without ruling
out cooperation whenever possible. It goes some steps beyond smart supply chain management by taking into
account geopolitics as well as economic factors. It relies on foresight to identify threats and ensures resilience by
anticipating the required responses. Could the resulting preparedness also prevent crises by normalising situations
that would otherwise become emergencies?
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Yhteenveto This study, commissioned by the Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs at the request of the
JURI Committee, looks into the challenges and possible improvements of administrative cooperation between Member
States, as regards cross-border enforcement of administrative fines and recovery claims. Legal instruments to facilitate
transnational cooperation are necessary. Also the terms ‘fine’ and ‘recovery claim’ are often subject to different
definitions in the Member States. Framework Decision 2005/214/JHA works for offenses regulated therein. Measures
to improve cooperation are allowed by Article 82(1) TFEU but administrative authorities are regularly not judicial
authorities. Amendments can be based on Article 114(1) TFEU if they serve to supplement provisions on information,
service and enforcement assistance.

Tutkimus EN
Yhteenveto DE, EN, ES, FR, NL

A preparedness plan for Europe: Addressing food, energy and technological security
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Kononiuk, Andrzej Magruk, Julia Siderska, Danuta Szpilko of Bialystok University of Technology (Poland) at the
request of the Panel for the Future of Science and Technology (STOA) and managed by the Scientific Foresight
Unit, within the Directorate-General for Parliamentary Research Services (EPRS) of the Secretariat of the
European Parliament.
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Yhteenveto The current situation in Ukraine has led to severe supply chain disruptions, contributing to a sharp increase in food and
commodity prices globally and the limitation of fossil fuel imports from Russia to the EU. Moreover, to end Europe's
dependence on semiconductor suppliers from Asian countries, it is necessary to take immediate action of a structural
nature, involving all EU Member States and all participants in regional supply markets. The overall aim of this study
was to identify drivers of and barriers to building up open strategic autonomy at EU level, before recommending
coordinated solutions and addressing supply chain resilience in four critical areas: food security, energy security,
semiconductors and satellite communications. This research seeks to contribute to the European Parliament's future
work by providing insights into how to protect the European agricultural sector, ensure energy security and the
technological sovereignty of semiconductor production, and improve satellite communications.
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On 23 February 2022, the European Commission unveiled a proposal for an EU regulation — the data act — laying
down harmonised rules on fair access to and use of data. The aim is to remove barriers to consumers and businesses'
access to data, in a context in which the volume of data generated by humans and machines is increasing
exponentially and becoming a critical factor for innovation by businesses (e.g. algorithm training) and by public
authorities (e.g. shaping of smart cities). The proposed act establishes common rules governing the sharing of data
generated by the use of connected products or related services (e.g. the internet of things, industrial machines) to
ensure fairness in data-sharing contracts and to allow public sector bodies to use data held by enterprises where there
is an exceptional need (e.g. public emergency). Furthermore, the proposed act introduces new rules to facilitate
switching between providers of cloud services and other data-processing services, and puts in place safeguards
against unlawful international data transfer by cloud service providers. The Council and Parliament have both
proposed substantial amendments to the Commission's text and are now working towards a compromise text.
Discussions focus, among other things, on defining the types of data falling in the scope of the act, ensuring that data
sharing obligations will not endanger trade secrets, aligning the text with rules already enshrined in the General Data
Protection Regulation and the Digital Markets Act, and setting the practical and financial details of cloud switching.
Second edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative
procedure.
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During its first May 2023 part-session, the European Parliament is expected to vote on the report adopted by the
Committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO) on the European Commission's proposed directive on
empowering consumers for the green transition. The proposal amends Directives 2005/29/EC and 2011/83/EU and
seeks to improve consumer information and protection against unfair practices. IMCO's report strives to further
strengthen protection and legal certainty for consumers and economic operators alike. The text voted in plenary will set
Parliament's position for trilogue negotiations with the Council.
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The European Union (EU) is committed to the elimination of forced labour, a denial of rights of which there are 28
million victims globally. In September 2022, the European Commission proposed a Regulation to ban all products
made by forced labour from the EU market (COM (2022) 453). This proposal has been criticised for failing to facilitate
remedies for forced labour victims, in line with EU and global standards such as the United Nations Guiding Principles
on Business and Human Rights. This Briefing examines the case for including measures to promote access to
effective remediation for victims of forced labour located outside the EU into the Commission’s proposed Regulation.
First, it outlines the legal framework for EU action to promote remediation for victims of forced labour located outside
EU territory, as well as obstacles to accessibility and effectiveness of remediation for victims in the forced labour
context. Second, it considers a range of measures to promote remediation for victims of forced labour that could be
incorporated in the Regulation and their feasibility. In conclusion, the Briefing highlights changes to the Commission’s
proposed Regulation to advance remediation for victims that are feasible and would increase its alignment with
international and EU legal and policy commitments.
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Over the last 3 years, the European Union has faced major challenges to its economy and societies, including the
coronavirus pandemic, Russia's war on Ukraine and the increasingly urgent need for a green economic transition. The
EU's response to these exceptional circumstances have included changes to its fiscal, monetary and investment
policies, notably through the adaptation of State aid to allow Member States to support their economies by means of
more direct intervention. Under competition law — the cornerstone of the EU-defining internal market — State aid
measures are illegal, unless covered by the exemptions provided by the Treaties. In charge of implementing State aid
rules, the European Commission clarifies and regulates the scope of exemptions. State aid rules allow government
assistance to compensate for damage caused by natural disasters and exceptional circumstances, such as pandemic
or war. State aid projects are subject to notification and Commission approval, unless exempt under the General Block
Exemption Regulation. The Commission adopted a temporary framework in 2020, setting out permissible State aid
measures to help Member States support their coronavirus-stricken economies. After Russia's unprovoked, full-scale
invasion in Ukraine in 2022, the Commission published a new, wider temporary framework that allowed Member States
to use more State aid intervention to ward off an economic slump, notably caused by skyrocketing energy prices.
Finally, last year's US bill granting massive state subsidies for the local development of green technology, and China's
long-established similar policy, prompted the Commission to propose yet another State aid rulebook in March 2023 —
the temporary crisis and transition framework. Recent State aid rule modifications come against a backdrop of the EU
debate on industrial policy. Discussions pit German and French support for more state intervention to create EU
industrial champions, against smaller Member States' support for unfettered competition and free trade. The European
Parliament stresses that any new State aid measure must not endanger fair competition in the internal market, which is
the foundation of the EU. Parliament has called for aid to be extended through the EU budget, rather than in potentially
uncoordinated national state aid provisions.
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‘This is Europe' — an initiative proposed by the President of the European Parliament, Roberta Metsola — consists of a
series of debates with EU leaders to discuss their visions for the future of the European Union. In his address to the
European Parliament on 19 April 2023, the Prime Minister of Luxembourg, Xavier Bettel, emphasised three topics: i)
democracy and the rule of law, ii) strategic autonomy, and iii) migration. He called for greater protection of minorities
and respect for the rule of law and fundamental values. Openness was also an important point for him, both regarding
internal borders within the European Union and on cooperation and trade with the world. Given the challenges —
financial, climate, security, industrial and social — that lie ahead in the coming years, he called for more solidarity and
greater means on which to build the EU's political action.
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General-purpose artificial intelligence (Al) technologies, such as ChatGPT, are quickly transforming the way Al
systems are built and deployed. While these technologies are expected to bring huge benefits in the coming years,
spurring innovation in many sectors, their disruptive nature raises policy questions around privacy and intellectual
property rights, liability and accountability, and concerns about their potential to spread disinformation and
misinformation. EU lawmakers need to strike a delicate balance between fostering the deployment of these
technologies while making sure adequate safeguards are in place.
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Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is a global, multidimensional phenomenon occurring in humans, animals, and
environmental ecosystems. It is the ability of microbes, e.g. bacteria, viruses, fungi and protozoa, to survive in the
presence of medicines designed to kill or inactivate them (antimicrobials: antibiotics, antivirals, antifungals and
antiprotozoals). At patient level, AMR hampers the effective treatment of microbial infections, leading to prolonged,
severe disease and, in some cases, death. At community level, it amplifies the risk of infection outbreaks, epidemics
and pandemics. AMR is a growing problem, predicted to cause millions of deaths worldwide in the coming decades.
The research and development pipeline for new antimicrobials has dried up, partly because of an oligopolistic market
structure in a research area considered to give a low return on investment. Concerted EU and Member State action
has led to an overall decrease in antimicrobial consumption; however, the relative use of both broad-spectrum and
last-resort antimicrobials continues to grow. The lack of investment in prevention, diagnostics and adequate healthcare
infrastructure is further driving the preventive prescription of antimicrobials. Under-investment in good-quality
healthcare is one of the main drivers of AMR. Tackling the socioeconomic determinants of health — such as reducing
overall poverty and economic inequality, ensuring basic standards of living, education, and health — is imperative to
reduce the burden of infection and the spread of AMR. Addressing the causes of AMR requires a multidisciplinary and
multisectoral approach, involving not only the health sector but also other sectors, such as agriculture, environment
and trade. The forthcoming revision of the pharmaceuticals package will be a chance for the EU to drive forward
policies to ensure equitable access to safe, effective and affordable pharmaceuticals for unmet medical needs, and to
define strategies for incentives to promote research into innovative antimicrobials.
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The current Machinery Directive (Directive 2006/42/EC) was designed to allow the free movement of machinery within
the internal market, while ensuring a high level of user health and safety. To reduce the occurrence of accidents, it
promotes the inherently safe design and construction of machinery, and proper installation and maintenance. On 21
April 2021, the Commission put forward a proposal for a regulation on machinery products, as part of a wider artificial
intelligence package'. The need for an update stemmed in particular from recent developments in digital technologies,
such as artificial intelligence, the internet of things, and robotics, which have raised new safety challenges. The
proposed revision also intends to ensure more coherent interpretation of the scope and definitions, enhance safety for
traditional technologies, reassess machines considered as ‘high risk' and the conformity assessment procedures,
reduce paper-based requirements for documentation, ensure coherence with other product safety legislation and avoid
divergences in interpretation stemming from transposition. The Parliament and Council reached a provisional
agreement on the new regulation on 15 December 2022. In the Council, the Permanent Representatives Committee
approved the agreement on 25 January 2023. In the Parliament, the Committee on Internal Market and Consumer
Protection (IMCO) approved the agreement on 2 March 2023 by 36 votes in favour and one abstention. The vote in
plenary on Parliament's first reading position will take place in April. Second edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress’
briefings are updated at key stages in the legislative procedure
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In February 2022, the European Commission tabled a proposal for a regulation on harmonised rules on fair access to
and use of data. The European Parliament's Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE) approved its report
on the act in February 2023. Parliament is due to vote on the report during its March | plenary session.
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Implementation of EU customs legislation with regard to areas such as risk management and impact management
measures differs across Member States. National systems also diverge in the extent to which they have been updated
in line with the UCC. Furthermore, significant differences in sanctions regimes create barriers to trade and distortions
in the Single Market. This study makes recommendations to Member States and the EU to address some of the
weaknesses of the current customs controls and sanctions regime.

This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the
request of the committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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On 23 November 2022, the European Parliament and the Council signed the directive amending the 2014 Radio
Equipment Directive, with the aim of mandating a common charger for mobile phones and a number of other small
portable devices. The amended directive, proposed by the European Commission on 23 September 2021, will require
electronic devices to be equipped with a USB Type C receptacle and to incorporate the USB Power Delivery
communication protocol. A separate initiative on the eco-design of external power supplies is expected to ensure that
the receptacle and the communication protocol are used on both ends of charger cables. Consumers will have the
option to buy devices with or without a charger (unbundling) and will be informed by a pictogram whether a charger is
included with a device. Information on the charging capabilities and compatible charging devices will be provided on a
label. By the end of 2024, the Commission will be required to request the creation of harmonised standards for
wireless charging, and will have to regularly assess whether the common charger should be made mandatory for
additional devices. The directive applies to all devices covered from 28 December 2024 and to laptops from 28 April
2026.dFifth edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative
procedure.
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The rise of online sales and marketplaces poses new challenges to product safety, consumer protection, and unfair
business practices. At the same time, e-commerce has the potential to facilitate more sustainable production
processes and consumption patterns and ensure more circularity. This study provides information on the role of e-
commerce in implementing the European Green Deal and makes recommendations for future action.

This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the
request of the committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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The European single market celebrates its 30th anniversary this year. On 1 January 1993, the then 12 Member States
abolished border controls between each other, launching free movement of people, goods, services and capital. This
infographic celebrates the single market's anniversary, looking at the history of the European Union (EU) in terms of
macro-economic indicators as the number of Member States has grown. It shows exports of goods, services and
investments; movement of people within the EU to live, study or work; and the digital single market, covering e-
commerce sales of enterprises and online purchases by individuals. The final section looks at the EU in the world.
Although we are celebrating the 30th anniversary of the single market, the idea of a unified Europe began in the 1950s
with the founding of the Communities. But to secure the single market, many steps were required. The timeline below
highlights the major milestones needed to achieve the single market.
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On 16 January, during its plenary session, Parliament will celebrate the 30th anniversary of the single market. As well
the ceremony, Parliament is to vote on a motion for a resolution, adopted by the Committee on the Internal Market and
Consumer Protection on 12 December 2022. In its 2023 work programme, the Commission announced a
communication on 'the single market at 30', to be issued early in the first quarter of the year.
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Implementation of EU customs legislation with regard to areas such as risk management and impact management
measures differs across Member States. National systems also diverge in the extent to which they have been updated
in line with the UCC. Furthermore, significant differences in sanctions regimes create barriers to trade and distortions
in the Single Market. This study makes recommendations to Member States and the EU to address some of the
weaknesses of the current customs controls and sanctions regime.

This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the
request of the committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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Yhteenveto The EU's relations with China are changing rapidly. What priorities, choices, challenges and opportunities might
emerge for the EU in its dealings with China over the next decade? This study presents the results of an expert survey
on the future of EU-China relations. 171 China observers took part, drawn from among European think tanks, EU
institutions and a China-focused European youth network. A synthesis of the responses reflects the considerations,
insights and advice of Europe's China knowledge community on the EU's approach to China looking ahead towards
2030.
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Yhteenveto The rise of online sales and marketplaces poses new challenges to product safety, consumer protection, and unfair
business practices. At the same time, e-commerce has the potential to facilitate more sustainable production
processes and consumption patterns and ensure more circularity. This study provides information on the role of e-
commerce in implementing the European Green Deal and makes recommendations for future action.
This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the
request of the committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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Yhteenveto The Digital Markets Act (DMA) entered into force on 1 November 2022. The DMA rules apply to large companies —
designated as gatekeepers — that provide core platform services such as marketplaces, app stores, online search
engines or cloud computing services in the EU. Most of the act's provisions will apply as of 2 May 2023, when the
gatekeeper designation procedure will start. That designation follows notification by the respective platforms to the
Commission. Operators designated as gatekeepers will have to comply with a range of obligations and prohibitions
within 6 months of their designation as gatekeepers. The Commission may adopt implementing or delegating acts or
guidelines to frame the application of the DMA.
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The Digital Services Act (DSA) entered into force on 16 November 2022. The DSA rules apply to categories of online
intermediary services according to their role, size and impact on the online ecosystem. Online intermediary services
such as online marketplaces, app stores, collaborative economy platforms, search engines and social media platforms
will have to comply with a range of obligations to ensure transparency, accountability and responsibility for their
actions. Operators designated as very large online platforms (VLOPs) and very large online search engines (VLOSES)
will have to comply with stricter obligations already from mid-2023. The European Commission (EC) will adopt
implementing and delegating acts framing the application of the DSA.
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EU lawmakers have agreed on the digital services act (DSA), which aims to ensure fairness, trust and safety in the
digital environment. The regulation entered into force in November 2022. The DSA puts in place a framework of
layered responsibilities targeted at different types of online intermediary services, including network infrastructure
services (e.g. cloud and webhosting), online platform services (e.g. app stores and social media platforms), and
services provided by very large online platforms and very large online search engines that pose particular risks in the
dissemination of illegal content and societal harms. All providers offering such online intermediary services in the EU
will have to comply with a range of obligations to ensure transparency, accountability and responsibility for their actions
according to their role, size and impact in the online ecosystem. Third edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress'
briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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Antimicrobial-resistant infections are predicted to become the second biggest cause of death worldwide by 2050.
Despite increasing investment in the development of new antimicrobials, awareness campaigns on antimicrobial
misuse and abuse, and monitoring of antimicrobial use and resistance in animals, humans and the environment,
antimicrobial resistance continues to grow and the last three decades have not seen even one novel antimicrobial
class reach the market. Could the answer lie in a ‘Trojan horse' strategy to disrupt a natural physiological process
common to all bacteria?
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The IA provides a good information package concerning the revision of the CPR, including a summary of the SME test
that was carried out, relying on a wealth of evidence, studies and reports. Yet, while the problem definition is well
evidenced, the description of the problems and their scale would have benefited from more detailed explanations. In
the extensive stakeholder consultations, stakeholders had different views about the policy options; for example, the
preferred option received less support than the options suggesting keeping the baseline or making a revision without
major changes. The stakeholder feedback lacked detailed information on the nature of costs for manufacturers and the
response rate was low, which weakens the economic analysis and raises doubts about the representativeness of the
stakeholder views. The Commission openly explains the uncertainties affecting the economic analysis as well as those
linked to the assessment of the risks on health and safety due to the lack of data. The IA provides the justification for
the preferred option in terms of effectiveness and coherence criteria, but the efficiency aspect lacks robustness (the
comparison of the options is only qualitative). The preferred sub-option of the preferred option was developed after the
stakeholder consultation, and therefore the IA does not reflect stakeholders' views on it.
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Adopted in 1985, the Product Liability Directive (PLD) introduced a strict, harmonised product liability framework and
legal certainty for producers and consumers facing damage caused by defective products. The PLD has co-existed for
almost 40 years with national liability rules, offering a fault-based product liability system. The PLD also complements
other legal instruments within the EU liability framework that address, for example, contractual liability and product
safety. Significant societal change since 1985, leading to new ways to produce, distribute and operate products and
services on the internal market, poses challenges for the current EU liability regime. As the EU is committed to a green
and digital transition, which is expected to bring enormous benefits to society and the economy, it is all the more
important to update the product liability rules so that the regulatory framework for compensation ensures equal
treatment, whether the damage stems from use of emerging technologies or not. On 28 September 2022, the
Commission launched a revision of the product liability rules by presenting two separate initiatives. The first is for a
directive on liability for defective products. It repeals the existing PLD by adapting the product liability rules to the
circular and digital world. The second is a new proposal for a directive on adapting extra-contractual civil liability rules
to artificial intelligence, with the aim of creating a harmonised, fault-based civil liability framework for Member States.
Both proposals seek to address the challenges identified in the PLD evaluation report, further developed in the white
paper on artificial intelligence (Al) and in the report of the Expert Group on liability and new technologies. The
European Parliament has highlighted the need to adapt the EU liability rules in several resolutions, including
legislative-initiative resolutions. It has called for a product liability regime to underpin the functioning of the internal
market, including a level playing field with adequate legal certainty for all businesses, while ensuring high protection of
consumers' health and property. Several other EU institutions have also urged the Commission to update the PLD in
order to serve the EU's aspiration to become a leader in green and digital technologies and to achieve climate-
neutrality by 2050.
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The COVID 19 pandemic prompted reinforced investment in health research, to support rapid research and innovation
for vaccine development and health care measures. The European Union response highlighted strengths and
weaknesses in EU research organisation and funding. Over time, EU investment in health research has been aimed at
increasing knowledge and transfer of knowledge into innovation, for better health. To this end, several instruments
have been developed, but the impact of these efforts is hampered by fragmentation and a lack of synergy between
strategies at different levels. Inequalities in health and research across Member States need further measures. Policies
can take inspiration from successful health research organisation and policies inside and outside the EU, for more
coherence and throughput to implementation. Health research needs strong leadership to engage in global health and
to tackle the challenges of the interconnectedness of health with environmental and climate challenges, and durable
economic development. Stakeholder involvement in a formal structure will secure permanent dialogue for fruitful
research and development.
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As the EU is the largest trading bloc in the world, millions of customs declarations pass through national authorities
each year. To ensure a simplified and digital approach, the European Commission has proposed the establishment of
a European customs single window, which would allow traders to fulfil all their documentary requirements at once.
Following interinstitutional negotiations, European Parliament and Council negotiators reached a provisional
agreement in May 2022, which is expected to be put to the vote during Parliament's October | plenary session.
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‘This is Europe' — an initiative proposed by the President of the European Parliament, Roberta Metsola — consists of a
series of debates with EU leaders to discuss their visions for the future of the European Union. On 13 September, the
Prime Minister of Finland, Sanna Marin, was the fifth EU leader to address the Parliament since its Conference of
Presidents endorsed the initiative on 28 April 2022. Ms Marin stressed that the European Union was the most
important political framework for each of its Member States, and that its unity was its greatest strength. She also
emphasised that Europe's strategic autonomy was one of the most important discussions in the Union, regarding the
EU's ability to meet external challenges and to safeguard the functioning of our societies in all circumstances.
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The government of the United Kingdom (UK) introduced the 'Northern Ireland Protocol bill' in the House of Commons
on 13 June 2022. If enacted, the bill provides that certain provisions of the Northern Ireland Protocol would no longer
'have effect in the UK'. The main fields concerned are i) customs and movement of goods, ii) regulation of goods, iii)
State aid, and iv) application of EU law. On 15 June, the EU relaunched the infringement procedure against the UK for
failing to properly implement the Protocol that it had paused in 2021.
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Biases are commonly considered one of the most detrimental effects of artificial intelligence (Al) use. The EU is
therefore committed to reducing their incidence as much as possible. However, the existence of biases pre-dates the
creation of Al tools. All human societies are biased — Al only reproduces what we are. Therefore, opposing this
technology for this reason would simply hide discrimination and not prevent it. It is up to human supervision to use all
available means — which are many — to mitigate its biases. It is likely that at some point in the future, recommendations
made by an Al mechanism will contain less bias than those made by human beings. Unlike humans, Al can be
reviewed and its flaws corrected on a consistent basis. Ultimately, Al could serve to build fairer, less biased societies.
This study begins by providing an overview of biases in the context of artificial intelligence, and more specifically to
machine-learning applications. The second part is devoted to the analysis of biases from a legal point of view. The
analysis shows that shortcomings in this area call for the implementation of additional regulatory tools to adequately
a:jddrefssdthe issue of bias. Finally, this study puts forward several policy options in response to the challenges
identified.
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Supported by the arrival of 5G and, soon 6G, digital technologies are evolving towards an artificial intelligence-driven
internet of robotic and bionano things. The merging of artificial intelligence (Al) with other technologies such as the
internet of things (loT) gives rise to acronyms such as 'AloT", 'loRT' (IoT and robotics) and 'loBNT' (loT and bionano
technology). Blockchain, augmented reality and virtual reality add even more technological options to the mix. Smart
bodies, smart homes, smart industries, smart cities and smart governments lie ahead, with the promise of many
benefits and opportunities. However, unprecedented amounts of personal data will be collected, and digital
technologies will affect the most intimate aspects of our life more than ever, including in the realms of love and
friendship. This study offers a bird's eye perspective of the key societal and ethical challenges we can expect as a
result of this convergence, and policy options that can be considered to address them effectively.
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On 5 May 2022, voters elected the members of the Northern Ireland Assembly (NIA) in a challenging political context,
due among other things to differences over the Northern Ireland Protocol. Indeed, the largest unionist party in Northern
Ireland strongly opposes the Protocol, and has blocked the work of Northern Ireland's political institutions pending
changes in its operation. The UK government has reiterated its readiness to 'unilaterally dis-apply' the Protocol and/or
to suspend it — putting forward the Northern Ireland Protocol Bill to that effect in June — unless the EU agrees to its
replacement. For its part, the EU continues to demand that the UK fully implements the Protocol it signed, and has
proposed a number of practical solutions to the issues raised by stakeholders. In 2024, the NIA is due to vote on the
continuing application of the Protocol.
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Francesca Musiani (CIS — CNRS) and Lucien Castex (IRMECCEN — Université Sorbonne Nouvelle), at the request
of the Panel for the Future of Science and Technology (STOA) and managed by the Scientific Foresight Unit,
within the Directorate-General for Parliamentary Research Services (EPRS) of the Secretariat of the European
Parliament.

Demokratia | Globaali hallinta | Kansainvélinen kauppa | Kilpailuoikeus ja saantely | Kulttuuri | Kuluttajansuoja |
Sisamarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Teollisuus | Tutkimuspolitiikka | Ulkosuhteet | Vaikutusten ennakkoarviointi

digitaaliset sisamarkkinat | digitaalitalous | digitaalitekniikka | Euroopan rakentamistyd | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Internet
| kaupanpitaminen | KAUPPA | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTA | palvelujen tarjoaminen | talouden rakenne |
TALOUSTIEDE | teknologia ja tekninen sééntely | teleliikennetta koskevat saédokset | tiedonsiirtoverkko |
TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | tyollisyys | TYOLLISYYS JA TYO | vapaus tarjota palveluja | viestinta

Recent events have multiplied concerns about potential fragmentation of the internet into a multitude of non-
interoperable and disconnected 'splinternets’. Composed of thousands of compatible autonomous systems, the
internet is by definition technically divided. Yet, the internet was also designed to be an open and global technical
infrastructure. The unity and openness of the internet appear to be under great pressure from political, commercial and
technological developments. This report explores the implications of the EU's recent policies in this field as well as the
opportunities and challenges for EU Member States and institutions in addressing internet fragmentation. It underlines
how recent EU legislative proposals — on the digital services act, digital markets act, artificial intelligence act, and NIS
2 Directive — could help to address patterns of fragmentation, but also have limitations and potentially unintended
consequences. Four possible strategies emerge: stay with the status quo, embrace fragmentation, resist patterns of
divergence, or frame discussions as a matter of fundamental rights.
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This briefing provides an initial analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the European Commission's impact
assessment (IA) accompanying the above-mentioned proposal, submitted on 30 March 2022 and referred to the
European Parliament's Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI). The proposal aims to
repeal the Ecodesign Directive 2009/125/EC, which establishes a framework for adopting product-specific
requirements set out in implementing measures (usually regulations) by the European Commission. Until recently, the
directive focused mainly on the energy efficiency of products and since 2019 also on their lifetime (e.g. availability of
spare parts for a certain number of years after the last item has been placed on the market). It currently covers 29
energy-related product groups, ranging from ventilation systems to high-pressure cleaners. The new proposal for a
Regulation would establish a framework for setting Ecodesign requirements that would apply to all physical products
on the internal market (with a few exceptions), with the aim of making them more durable, reusable, reparable,
upgradeable, recyclable and generally less harmful to the environment. Product specific requirements would be set out
later, in delegated acts, for each product group separately. The proposal was first announced in the European Green
Deal, and then confirmed in the Circular Economy action plan, alongside a communication on making sustainable
products the norm and a proposal for a directive empowering consumers for the green transition. The Commission
included the present proposal in Annex | of its 2021 work programme (new initiatives) and the 2022 joint declaration on
legislative priorities.
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This briefing, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the JURI Committee, provides recommendations for better regulation in the EU by improving
quality and reducing delays. It points at significant actual and potential benefits from EU legislative initiatives
amounting to over €2,200bn as well as costs of slow Europe of €319 billion in lost annual benefits.
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The General Product Safety Directive is a cornerstone of the EU product safety legislative framework. Issues and
emerging trends have however impacted the effectiveness of the current Directive. This study examines how new
technologies and digital solutions can help improve consumers’ awareness, while also guaranteeing a better safety of
the products placed on the Single Market. The study formulates recommendations that provide a framework for the
better alignment of existing legislation on product safety and digital services, as well as the European Community
sustainability objectives. This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of
Life Policies at the request of the committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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In December 2020, the European Commission published a proposal for a digital services act (DSA) designed to
revamp EU content moderation rules and promote a transparent and safer online environment. Parliament is set to
vote during its July 2022 plenary session on the political agreement reached with the Council.
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‘This is Europe' — an initiative proposed by the President of the European Parliament, Roberta Metsola — consists of a
series of debates with EU leaders to discuss their visions for the future of the European Union. On 22 June, the Prime
Minister of Croatia, Andrej Plenkovi, was the third EU leader to address the Parliament since its Conference of
Presidents endorsed the initiative on 28 April. Mr Plenkovi considered Croatia to be at the centre of EU integration and
expressed his support for more shared competences in the area of health cooperation as well as for EU enlargement
to Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia and the Western Balkans, especially Bosnia and Herzegovina.
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This research paper provides insight into GovTech and innovation in the context of public procurement. It examines
the possibilities for developing an EU GovTech Platform with the aim of supporting the modernisation of the public
sector; the further development of the European GovTech market; and engagement with citizens and businesses.
This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the
request of the committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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On 30 March 2022, the Commission published a proposal for a directive empowering consumers for the green
transition, through better protection against unfair practices and better information. The proposal is designed to
enhancing consumer rights in making informed choices in order to play an active role in the transition to a climate-
neutral society. It proposes new rules to provide consumers with information on products' sustainability, in particular
their durability and reparability, at the point of purchase. It also aims to promote commercial guarantees exceeding the
two-year legal guarantee, as well as to ban false and misleading green claims (‘greenwashing') and certain types of
premature obsolescence of products. In the European Parliament, the file has been referred to the Committee on the
Internal Market and Consumer Protection. In the Council, discussions have started in the working party on consumer
protection and information. First edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages
throughout the legislative procedure.
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‘This is Europe' — an initiative proposed by the President of the European Parliament, Roberta Metsola — consists of a
series of debates with EU leaders to discuss their visions for the future of the European Union. Following the first
speech in this series by the Italian Prime Minister, Mario Draghi, on 3 May 2022, the Irish Taoiseach (Prime Minister),
Michedl Martin, was the second EU leader to address the Parliament, on 8 June.1 Mr Martin suggested numerous
ways to strengthen and further develop the Union, notably by increasing its budget. He also expressed his support for
Treaty change, if necessary, as well as for Ukraine's application for EU membership, and stressed the need to protect
EU values and apply EU laws.
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This study focuses on options for regulating the use of Al enabled and algorithmic management systems in the world
of work under EU law. The first part describes how these technologies are already being deployed, particularly in
recruitment, staff appraisal, task distribution and disciplinary procedures. It discusses some near-term potential
development prospects and presents an impact assessment, highlighting some of these technologies' most significant
implications. The second part addresses the regulatory field. It examines the different EU regulations and directives
that are already relevant to regulating the use of Al in employment. Subsequently, it analyses the potential labour and
employment implications of the European Commission's proposal for a regulation laying down harmonised rules on
artificial intelligence (Al act). Finally, it summarises the other ongoing EU policy debates relevant to the regulation of Al
at work. The third and final part of this study reflects in detail upon the Al act and its potential impact on the existing EU
social acquis. On this basis, it advances potential policy options across different EU legislative files, including but not
limited to the Al act, to ensure that regulation keeps pace with technological development. It also argues that the Al act
should 'serve' and complement — rather than over-ride — other regulatory standards that can already govern the
introduction and use of Al-enabled and algorithmic-management systems at work.
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The European Union's governments, the European Parliament and European Commission have agreed on key
regulations that will overhaul the EU’s digital market and increase the Union’s digital sovereignty in a field dominated
by big US companies. The Digital Markets Act and Digital Services Act aim to make the digital market in Europe more
transparent, safe and accountable. The planned legislative changes will introduce new rules for online digital players,
such as intermediary services, hosting services and large online platforms. Big Tech companies — those designated as
‘gatekeepers’ - will have to moderate their content more actively, stop targeting minors with manipulative advertising
and give more access to their systems to smaller competitors. The reforms, which still need final sign-off by the EU's
co-legislators, would force the companies to make their terms and conditions easily understandable. Other debates in
this field include cyber-security, digital currencies and artificial intelligence. This note gathers links to the recent
publications and commentaries from many international think tanks on the European digital market.
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This study analyses recent developments in data related practice, law and policy as well as the current legal
framework for data access, sharing, and use in the European Union. The study identifies particular issues of concern
and highlights respective need for action. On this basis, the study evaluates the Commission’s proposal for a Data Act.
The study is commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the Committee on Legal Affairs.
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This research paper provides insight into GovTech and innovation in the context of public procurement. It examines
the possibilities for developing an EU GovTech Platform with the aim of supporting the modernisation of the public
sector; the further development of the European GovTech market; and engagement with citizens and businesses.
This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the
request of the committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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The pandemic and the negotiations following Brexit have been a serious challenge for the integrity of the single
market, in particular regarding free movement. Growing world tensions and the military aggression against Ukraine by
the Russian Federation are now further emphasising the benefits of unity between Member States. Faced with this
extremely difficult environment, the EU has responded with unprecedented determination, developing a series of tools
and coordination mechanisms, such as common procurement and fiscal support, to rapidly address weaknesses. As
the situation remains uncertain and as risks accumulate, continued common action and long-term strategic planning at
EU level is required more than ever to significantly reduce harmful dependencies. Previous evaluations by EPRS
stressed that the single market for goods could be instrumental in this respect. In this briefing, our updated simulations
confirm that the untapped potential from the single market for goods is still substantial. In particular, as barriers to trade
facilitation and complexity of regulatory procedures continue to hinder the free movement of goods, further action in
this area could significantly boost intra-EU trade, with potential economic benefits of between €228 billion and €372
billion per annum. We therefore conclude that completing the single market for goods is an integral part of the path
towards more strategic autonomy, more resilience, more security, and more rapid, broad-based and sustainable
development.
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The pandemic and the negotiations following Brexit have been a serious challenge for the integrity of the single
market. Growing world tensions and the military aggression against Ukraine by the Russian Federation are further
emphasising the benefits of unity between Member States. Faced with this extremely difficult environment, the EU has
responded with unprecedented determination, developing a series of new tools and coordination mechanisms, such as
common procurement and fiscal support, to rapidly address weaknesses. This is, however, not the time for
complacency, as the international environment continues to be increasingly uncertain, complex and rapidly-changing.
Common and long-term strategic ambition at EU level is required more than ever. Previous evaluations by DG EPRS
concluded that completing the single market for services could be instrumental in that respect. In this briefing, our
analysis confirms that barriers in service sectors and distortions induced by state involvement continue to significantly
hinder free movement of services within the EU. Further ambitious action would be beneficial, with between €279
billion and €457 billion of additional GDP per annum in the long term. We thus conclude that completing the single
market for services is an integral part of the path towards more strategic autonomy, more resilience, more security, and
more rapid, broad-based and sustainable development.
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As a general-purpose technology, artificial intelligence (Al) has the potential to change our lives. It could bring many
benefits, from increasing farming efficiency to helping to fight climate change and making transport safer, cleaner and
more efficient. However, Al also generates a number of issues, such as opaque decision-making, discrimination, and
intrusion into our private lives. To investigate these challenges and to analyse the impact of Al on the EU economy, the
European Parliament decided to set up a special committee in June 2020. The Special Committee on Atrtificial
Intelligence in a Digital Age (AIDA) adopted its final report on 22 March 2022, which Parliament is due to debate during
the May | plenary session. This updates an earlier 'At a glance' note, from March 2022.

DE, EN, ES, FR, IT, PL

Briefing

11-04-2022

GIRARD VERONIQUE

Rahoitus- ja pankkiasiat | Sisdmarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Talous- ja raha-asiat | Vaikutusten ennakkoarviointi

EU:n investointi | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | Euroopan vakuutus-
ja lisdeldkeviranomainen | FINANSSIASIAT | maksukyky | OIKEUS | rahoitus ja investointi | siviilioikeus | taloudellinen
analyysi | TALOUSTIEDE | vaikuttavuustutkimus | vakuutus | vakuutusyhtid

The IA covers two Commission proposals representing the biggest amendment to date of the Solvency Il framework,
which came into force in the EU in 2016. Important parts of the framework laid down in delegated and implementing
acts will be updated by the Commission at a later stage. This IA builds on a broad consultation of stakeholders, and on
extensive advice from the European Insurance and Occupational Pensions Authority (EIOPA). In addition to various
reports from EIOPA including a holistic IA, the IA draws on a technical report from the JRC and an external study,
which are adequately referenced and publicly accessible. The objectives are directly linked to the problems identified in
the 1A and their consequences. The Solvency Il review aims to increase policyholders' protection as well as the
insurers' contribution to the long-term green financing of the economy, to contribute to financial stability, and to
preserve the international competitiveness of the EU insurance industry. The preferred options are in line with EIOPA's
advice, except for the policy dimension related to proportionality, where the 1A explains why the preferred option
deviates from EIOPA's recommendation. The IA shows how the combination of preferred options is expected to
contribute to the achievement of the objectives identified. The IA assesses and compares the potential impacts of the
options presented to achieve these objectives in a systematic way. In addition, the IA describes the potential positive
impact of the preferred options on SMEs. The IA also explains how the proposed Solvency Il review is expected to
improve proportionality and to simplify the regulatory framework. The IA mainly focuses on the economic impacts of
the initiative. The main social impact assessed by the |A concerns the expected improvement of policyholder
protection. Potential environmental impacts relating to enhanced green financing, could have been more clearly
addressed in the IA.
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The European Parliament, the Council and the European Commission have committed to listen to Europeans and to
follow up, within their sphere of competences, on the recommendations made.

In this framework, four European Citizens’ Panels have been organized to allow citizens to jointly think about the future
they want for the European Union

« Panel 1 - "Stronger economy, social justice, jobs, education, culture, sport, digital transformation"

« Panel 2 - "EU democracy, values, rights, rule of law, security"

« Panel 3 - "Climate change, environment, health"

* Panel 4 - "EU in the world, migration"

This publication presents the recommendations that emerged from the citizens’ Panel 1 on ‘Stronger economy, social
justice, jobs, education, culture, sport, digital transformation’, along with background information on the European
Parliament’s positions and the EU’s activities related to the recommendations.

This paper has been produced at the request of Guy Verhofstadt, chair, on behalf of the European Parliament's
delegation to the Conference on the Future of Europe.
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This collection of studies presents expert studies and workshop proceedings related to relevant topics of the DSA and
the DMA, focusing on opportunities and challenges for the digital single market and consumer protection. The studies
result from the ongoing interest of the IMCO committee in improving the functioning of the digital single market and
developing e-commerce rules based on scientific evidence and expertise.
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Designed to improve the free movement of construction products in the EU internal market, the Construction Products
Regulation (CPR) lays down harmonised conditions for the marketing of those products, provides a framework for a
common technical language to assess their performance and sets out provisions on the use of CE marking. The
Commission is planning to issue a proposal for a revision of the CPR by the end of March. The revision is expected to
address the regulation's suboptimal performance and implementation difficulties revealed in the implementation and
evaluation reports. The sustainability goals set in the Green Deal and circular economy action plan give further cause
to revise the CPR. The construction sector has high potential for circularity and could therefore play an important role
in the transition towards a resource efficient economy built on a regenerative growth model. In a recent resolution on
the revision of the CPR, the European Parliament welcomed the goals of the circular economy action plan and called
for an ambitious revision of the CPR. The recommendations made by the European Parliament have some points in
common with those of other EU institutions and stakeholders, such as those underscoring the importance of a
functioning harmonisation system and a comprehensive common technical language, the need for sustainability criteria
for construction products and enhanced clarity of CE marking, and the need for more effective market surveillance.
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As a general-purpose technology, artificial intelligence (Al) has the potential to change our lives. It could bring many
benefits, from increasing farming efficiency to helping to fight climate change and making transport safer, cleaner and
more efficient. However, Al also generates a number of issues, such as opaque decision-making, discrimination, or
intrusion into our private lives. To investigate these challenges and to analyse the impact of Al on the EU economy, the
European Parliament decided in June 2020 to set up a special committee. The special committee on artificial
intelligence in a digital age (AIDA) is expected to vote on its final report on 22 March 2022.
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Influencer marketing as part of the advertising industry has grown significantly in recent years, becoming one of the
most popular and effective forms of online advertising. The fast-growing market of influencers comes with potential
risks for consumers and creates several challenges for regulators. This study provides information and analysis on the
impact of influencers on advertising and consumer protection in the Internal Market, identifies best practices and
makes recommendations for future action.

This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the
request of the committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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The Monthly Highlights publication provides an overview, at a glance, of the on-going work of the policy departments,
including a selection of the latest and forthcoming publications, and a list of future events.
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Influencer marketing as part of the advertising industry has grown significantly in recent years, becoming one of the
most popular and effective forms of online advertising. The fast-growing market of influencers comes with potential
risks for consumers and creates several challenges for regulators. This study provides information and analysis on the
impact of influencers on advertising and consumer protection in the Internal Market, identifies best practices and
makes recommendations for future action.

This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the
request of the committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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With a focus on research and development in the area of innovative medicines, this study discusses a new European
approach to pharmaceutical policy. After examining the European pharmaceutical sector's features, and the strengths
and weaknesses of the current research and business model, the study explores the need for and the concept of a
European infrastructure with a long-term transboundary mission. Any such European medicines infrastructure should
focus on threats and areas of research and development that are underinvested under the current business model.
More specifically, the study uses an extensive literature review and a targeted survey of international experts from
science, industry, public health and government institutions, to investigate the feasibility of different options in terms of
the scope of the mission, and legal, organisational and financial arrangements for establishing such a European
infrastructure. On the basis of their research, the authors present a range of policy options. The most ambitious of
these considers a Europe-wide public infrastructure equipped with budgetary autonomy and home-grown research and
development capacity. This organisation would be tasked with building a portfolio of new medicines and related
biomedical technologies up to the delivery stage, over the course of 30 years, in partnership with third-party research
centres at national or European level and with companies. It would be the most important global player in biomedical
innovation in the world.
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As part of the work on the EU's 2021-2027 budget, the European Commission proposed a set of regulations with the
aim of reshaping and modernising the EU's common agricultural policy (CAP). Put forward on 1 June 2018, the 'CAP
reform package' was finally adopted in December 2021. One of these regulations, the Amending Regulation,
introduces changes to rules governing the common market organisation (CMO) in agricultural products (including the
rules on wine), the EU quality schemes (geographical indications) and the support measures for remote regions. The
aim is to equip agricultural markets and support measures to face new challenges, update provisions, simplify
procedures and ensure consistency with other regulations on the future CAP. Fourth edition. The 'EU Legislation in
Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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In December 2020, the European Commission adopted a proposal for a digital markets act (DMA) designed to ensure
a level playing-field in online markets and regulate the behaviour of digital platforms that act as gatekeepers. The
Parliament is now preparing to debate and vote on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection Committee (IMCO)
report on the proposed act, during the December 2021 plenary session. The approved text will then become
Parliament's mandate for negotiations with European Union (EU) governments.
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The European Commission is currently in the process of simplifying and harmonising the rules of origin for EU trade
agreements, with the aim of enhancing the effectiveness of the latter. Indeed, there is a general perception that the
complexity of the rules and their lack of harmonisation across EU trade agreements, together with burdensome
certification procedures, may be deterring some business managers from making use of the preferential trade tariffs
allowed by the agreements. Rules of origin govern the conditions under which an imported good is recognised as
‘originating' in a preference-given country and eligible for preferential trade tariffs. Provisions on rules of origin cover
two major areas. First, the conditions for conferring origin are designed on a product-by-product basis, following
principles typically based on processing operations and/or share of input. An essential part of this process also
consists of determining to what extent origin rules may ‘cumulate’ materials and operations, not only in the parties to
trade agreements, but also in third countries (under specific conditions). A second aspect is the certification procedure
for origin, including product consignment conditions. The EU's reform process touches on all of these areas. It started
with the reform of the generalised scheme of preferences in 2011, a unilateral trade arrangement designed by the EU
for developing countries that inspired the EU's subsequent trade agreement negotiations. In some cases, the EU also
promotes a more advanced cumulation system, particularly within the pan-Euro-Mediterranean system, to promote
economic integration with neighbouring trading partners. Finally, the EU supports the use of flexible consignment rules
that take into account increasingly globalised inventory management. It also encourages the use of self-certification by
exporters as opposed to exporting authorities. Rules of origin are complex and rely on negotiations with partner
countries, and their harmonisation poses a genuine challenge for the EU. In its latest trade policy review published in
February 2021, the Commission announced that policy actions on rules of origin are still needed. The modernisation of
the rules of origin is supported by the European Parliament, which has argued that they determine the 'true extent of
trade liberalisation'.

EN

Revision of Directive 96/9/EC on the legal protection of databases

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Tekija
Toimiala
Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Briefing

Briefing

27-10-2021

HUEMER MARIE-ASTRID

Immateriaalioikeus | Sisamarkkinat ja tulliunioni

arviointimenetelma | digitaaliset sisamarkkinat | digitaalitekniikka | EU:n strategia | Euroopan rakentamistyo | .
EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | EY:n direktiivi | immateriaalioikeus | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTA |
teknologia ja tekninen saantely | tieto ja tiedonkasittely | tietokanta | tietosuoja | tietotekniikka ja tietojenkasittely |
TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | tutkimus ja immateriaalioikeus

Following the adoption of the 2015 strategy for a digital single market in Europe and the 2020 communication on a
European strategy for data, both of which sought to establish the right conditions for developing the EU data economy,
several additional policy and legislative initiatives were undertaken. Their common goal was to provide the necessary
legal, technological and economic conditions so data access, data-sharing and data re-use could foster innovation,
business competitiveness and public interest. One of these initiatives resulted in the adoption of Directive 96/9/EC on
the Legal Protection of Databases (the Database Directive), which is among the legal instruments to be revised as part
of the development of an EU data act. As the Database Directive provides rules on intellectual property rights attached
to databases, its revision is also part of the Commission’s intellectual property action plan, adopted in 2020 This
implementation appraisal looks at the practical implementation of the directive in light of the expected Commission
proposal for its revision. According to the 2021 Commission work programme, the proposal will be submitted in the
third quarter of 2021, after having initially been part of the 2020 Refit programme.
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The regular European Council meeting of 21-22 October 2021 will discuss the coronavirus pandemic, digital policy,
migration, energy prices and external relations. Regarding the coronavirus pandemic, EU Heads of State or
Government will focus on EU coordination, resilience and readiness in terms of health crises and the EU's future
preparedness for the short and medium terms. The discussions at the meeting on both digital policy and on migration
are expected to be stock-taking exercises, assessing the implementation of previous European Council decisions and
possibly adding further specifications to them. If the update of the Schengen Borders Code were to be addressed in
the context of migration, this could generate a strong debate, since despite overall support for strong external EU
borders, Member States have diverging views on how border protection should be assured. EU leaders could also
debate energy prices at length, as the issue has become high profile in many Member States. Regarding external
relations, discussions in the European Council will focus on preparations for forthcoming international events, notably
the ASEM and the Eastern Partnership summits, and the COP26 climate conference. In addition, the Presidents of the
European Council, Charles Michel, and the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, may brief EU Heads of
State or Government on the recent EU-Ukraine Summit, held on 12 October 2021.
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The Machinery Directive establishes a regulatory framework for mechanical engineering industry products. It regulates
the harmonisation of essential health and safety requirements for machinery in order to ensure the free movement of
machinery products within the internal market on the one hand, and a high level of protection for machinery users on
the other. The European Commission's Regulatory Fitness and Performance Programme (REFIT) evaluation of 2018
concluded that the directive has generally remained relevant and effective. However, it pointed at certain shortcomings
in the enforcement of the directive (mainly related to market surveillance, a Member State responsibility), and found
that despite its technology-neutral design, the directive might not sufficiently cover new risks stemming from emerging
technologies (in particular robots using artificial intelligence technologies). Furthermore, it identified the potential for
administrative simplification. The Commission issued its new proposal for a regulation on machinery products
(COM(2021) 202) on 21 April 2021, as part of the "artificial intelligence package'. In particular, the change of instrument
(regulation instead of a directive) aims at ensuring a uniform implementation in the Member States and avoiding the
risk of 'gold plating'.
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Structured analysis of the current scientific evidence on the effects of sustainability reporting including non-financial
performance indicators, stand-alone sustainability reporting as well as integrated reporting. It discusses the benefits
and challenges particularly related to internal decision-making, external transparency as well as financial and non-
financial/environmental, social and governance effects. Further, it offers policy recommendations in view of the
European Commission’s proposal on the Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive.
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Deepfakes are hyper-realistic media products created through artificial intelligence (Al) techniques that manipulate how
people look and the things that they appear to say or do. They hit the headlines in 2018 with a deepfake video of
Barack Obama, which was designed to raise awareness of their challenges. The accessibility and outputs of deepfake
generation tools are improving rapidly, and their use is increasing exponentially. A wide range of malicious uses have
been identified, including fraud, extortion and political disinformation. The impacts of such misuse can be financial,
psychological and reputational. However, the most widespread use so far has been the production of non-consensual
pornographic videos, with negative impacts that overwhelmingly affect women. Deepfakes may also contribute to
worrying trends in our media, as well as in our social and democratic systems. While the technology itself is legal,
some malicious uses are not, and a combination of legal and technical measures may be mobilised to limit their
production and dissemination.
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This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the JURI and PETI Committees, analyses the use of biometric techniques from an ethical and
legal perspective. Biometric techniques raise a number of specific ethical issues, as an individual cannot easily change
biometric features, and as these techniques tend to intrude into the human body and ultimately the human self. Further
issues are more generally associated with large-scale surveillance, algorithmic decision making, or profiling. The study
analyses different types of biometric techniques and draws conclusions for EU legislation
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The study addresses the regulation of targeted and behavioural advertising in the context of digital services. Marketing
methods and technologies deployed in behavioural and target advertising are presented. The EU law on consent to the
processing of personal data is analysed, in connection with advertising practices. Ways of improving the quality of
consent are discussed as well as ways of restricting its scope as a legal basis for the processing of personal data.

This study is commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the JURI Commiittee...
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The study addresses the regulation of targeted and behavioural advertising in the context of digital services. Marketing
methods and technologies deployed in behavioural and target advertising are presented. The EU law on consent to the
processing of personal data is analysed, in connection with advertising practices. Ways of improving the quality of
consent are discussed as well as ways of restricting its scope as a legal basis for the processing of personal data.

This study is commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the JURI Committee.
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In this research paper, we provide a comprehensive overview of online advertising markets and we analyse the
challenges and opportunities concerning digital advertising. We review the degree to which existing and proposed
legislation at EU level addresses the identified problems, and identify potential solutions, with reference to experience
from EU Member States and third countries. We conclude with a synthesis and specific policy recommendations,
drawing on stakeholder interviews.
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This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the JURI and PETI Committees, analyses the use of biometric techniques from an ethical and
legal perspective. Biometric techniques raise a number of specific ethical issues, as an individual cannot easily change
biometric features, and as these technigues tend to intrude into the human body and ultimately the human self. Further
issues are more generally associated with large-scale surveillance, algorithmic decision making, or profiling. The study
analyses different types of biometric techniques and draws conclusions for EU legislation.
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Recent decades have experienced an unparalleled development in wireless communication technologies (mobile
telephony, Wi-Fi). The imminent introduction of 5G technology across the EU is expected to bring new opportunities for
citizens and businesses, through faster internet browsing, streaming and downloading, as well as through better
connectivity. However, 5G, along with 3G and 4G, with which it will operate in parallel for several years, may also pose
threats to human health. This STOA report aim to take stock of our present understanding of health effects of 5G.
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Telecommunication networks use radio-frequency electromagnetic fields to enable wireless communication. These
networks have evolved over time, and have been launched in successive generations. The fifth generation of
telecommunication networks will operate at frequencies that were not commonly used in previous generations,
changing the exposure of wildlife to these waves. This report reviews the literature on the exposure of vertebrates,
invertebrates and plants to radio-frequency electromagnetic fields in anticipation of this change. The review shows that
dielectric heating can occur at all considered frequencies (0.4-300 GHz) and for all studied organisms. Summarising
and discussing the results of a series of studies of radio-frequency electromagnetic field exposure of wildlife, the
review shows that several studies into the effects of radio-frequency electromagnetic field exposure on invertebrates
and plants in the frequency bands considered demonstrate experimental shortcomings. Furthermore, the literature on
invertebrate and plant exposure to radio-frequency electromagnetic fields above 6 GHz is very limited. More research
is needed in this field.

DE, EN, ES, FR, IT

Revision of Directive 2008/48/EC on credit agreements for consumers

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Tekija
Toimiala
Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Briefing

Briefing

30-06-2021

HUEMER MARIE-ASTRID

Kuluttajansuoja | Sisdmarkkinat ja tulliunioni

asiakirjat | EU:n jasenvaltio | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | EY:n direktiivi | FINANSSIASIAT |
kansallinen taytantdonpanotoimenpide | KAUPPA | kertomus | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTA | kuluttajaoikeus |
kuluttajavalistus | kulutus | kulutusluotto | luotto- ja rahoituslaitokset | MAANTIEDE | POLITIIKKA | saéantelypolitiikka |
talousmaantiede | tietojen keruu | tietotekniikka ja tietojenkasittely | taytdntdonpanovalta ja julkinen hallinto

Directive 2008/48/EC on credit agreement for consumers (the CCD) is part of the legal framework tackling consumer
protection and the development of the internal market. Despite improvements in enforcing consumer protection policy,
there are shortcomings in particular regarding the scope of application of the directive and the uneven regulatory
choices made in the 27 EU Member States for implementing it. Moreover, there are new challenges — such as
digitalisation and data collection, use and processing — that require immediate attention. This implementation appraisal
looks at the practical implementation of the CCD in light of the expected Commission proposal for its revision.
According to the Commission work programme 2021, the proposal will be submitted in the second quarter of 2021,
after having been initially part of the 2020 refit programme (see Legislative Train Schedule, EPRS).
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Two decades after the entry into force of the General Product Safety Directive, the internal market is witnessing an
increasing presence of products made with the use of or involving new technologies, online marketplaces are
mushrooming, and a growing amount of products are entering the internal market from outside the European Union
through these online marketplaces. Since the General Product Safety Directive does not have any provisions to
guarantee that these products are safe for use, there are concerns that consumer protection on the internal market
might be compromised. In order to keep guaranteeing the safety of all products, the European Commission's
forthcoming proposal will aim to deal with these new challenges for product safety and to find a balance between
ensuring unhindered trade and guaranteeing the safety of all products on the internal market.
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Yhteenveto This At A Glance summarises the original workshop proceedings, which presented the discussions that took place
during the IMCO online workshop held on 26 May 2021 on the Digital Services Act (DSA) and the Digital Markets Act
(DMA). The workshop was structured in two panels, each consisting of three presentations and two Q&A sessions.
The first panel focused on the DSA. The second panel was devoted to the DMA.

This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies for the
committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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Yhteenveto These proceedings summarise the presentations and discussions that took place during the IMCO online workshop
held on 26 May 2021 on the Digital Services Act (DSA) and the Digital Markets Act (DMA). The workshop was
structured in two panels, each consisting of three presentations and two Q&A sessions. The first panel focused on the
DSA. The second panel was devoted to the DMA.

This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies for the
committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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Yhteenveto When the pandemic loomed over us in spring 2020, we asked experts to analyze whether it was possible to introduce
a Covid angle into their studies. In many cases, it seemed prima facie a bit far-fetched. However, it soon became
apparent that even in our area of work there were interesting aspects to investigate. This publication groups together
the most relevant parts of the studies published so far and in which a Covid 19 angle has been presented and
discussed.
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In this research paper, we provide a comprehensive overview of online advertising markets and we analyse the
challenges and opportunities concerning digital advertising. We review the degree to which existing and proposed
legislation at EU level addresses the identified problems, and identify potential solutions, with reference to experience
from EU Member States and third countries. We conclude with a synthesis and specific policy recommendations,
drawing on stakeholder interviews.

This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies for the
committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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The single market programme is a new, dedicated €3.7 billion (in 2018 prices) or €4.2 billion (in current prices)
programme for the 2021-2027 period supporting the single market. It is particularly aimed at empowering and
protecting consumers, and enabling Europe's many small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) to take better
advantage of a well-functioning single market. On 3 May 2021, the Regulation establishing the programme entered
into force, with retroactive application from 1 January 2021. The new programme aims to strengthen and streamline
the governance of the EU's internal market. It will support the competitiveness of enterprises, and promote human,
animal and plant health and a safe food chain, as well as financing European statistics to provide reliable data relevant
to the single market. The proposal consolidates and streamlines a wide range of activities that were previously
financed separately, and bundles them into one programme. The aim is to create benefits in terms of flexibility,
simplification and synergies, and eliminate overlaps.
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This paper studies the transformation that Artificial Intelligence (Al) is bringing to the financial sector and how this
sector can contribute to developments of Al applications. The study addresses the contribution of Al to a more
efficient, open, and inclusive financial sector and the challenges of the Al transformation, and it provides
recommendations for policies and regulations of Al and financial services.
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This briefing provides an initial analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the European Commission's impact
assessment (IA) accompanying the above-mentioned proposal, submitted on 15 December 2020 and referred to the
Committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO) of the European Parliament. The proposal is part of
the digital services act package, which includes the digital services act itself. In her political priorities for the European
Commission, President Ursula von der Leyen committed to upgrade the liability and safety rules for digital platforms,
services and products, and complete the digital single market. The 2020 Commission work programme also included a
commitment to establish an ex-ante competition tool to make Europe fit for the digital age.
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The Digital Europe Programme is a new financial support tool for the 2021-2027 period, aimed at bolstering the digital
transformation of society, the economy and public administrations in the EU. With a financial envelope of €7.6 billion
(in current prices), a figure 17.5 % lower than the initial Commission proposal, it will build up digital capacity and
infrastructure and support a digital single market. The programme will operate mainly through coordinated and
strategic co-investments with the Member States in the areas of high-performance computing and data processing,
artificial intelligence in the public and private sectors, cybersecurity and trust, advanced digital skills and deployment,
best use of digital capacities and interoperability. On 11 May 2021, the regulation establishing the programme entered
into force, with retroactive application from 1 January 2021. The programme, dedicated to supporting the digitalisation
of Europe and achieving digital sovereignty, is the first-ever such financial instrument at the EU level. Furthermore, in
the context of recovery from the pandemic, Member States must allocate at least 20 % of the recovery funds to
projects that digitalise their economies and societies. Third edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are
updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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This study provides a technical overview and policy recommendations of the welfare need during transport of
unweaned animals and pregnant females. During long journeys unweaned calves may experience negative welfare
consequences such as prolonged hunger and thirst, resting problems, thermal stress and diseases. Further research is
needed to develop appropriate methods to determine the gestational age during late pregnancy when the date of
insemination or matting is unavailable, as well as to establish the gestational age at which females are at particular risk
of suffering poor welfare during transport.
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On 13 September 2017, the Commission adopted a cybersecurity package with a series of initiatives to further improve
EU cyber-resilience, deterrence and defence. A year later, the Commission presented a proposal for the creation of a
European cybersecurity competence centre with a related network of national coordination centres. The initiative aims
to improve and strengthen the EU's cybersecurity capacity, by stimulating the European technological and industrial
cybersecurity ecosystem as well as coordinating and pooling necessary resources in Europe. The competence centre
is supposed to become the main body that would manage EU financial resources dedicated to cybersecurity research
under the two proposed programmes — Digital Europe and Horizon Europe — within the next multiannual financial
framework, for 2021-2027. Within the European Parliament, the file was assigned to the Committee on Industry,
Research and Energy (ITRE). The report was adopted on 19 February 2019 in the ITRE committee. On 17 April 2019
the Parliament adopted its position at first reading, after two trilogue meetings, before the European elections. A new
trilogue meeting took place more than a year later, on 25 June 2020, and further negotiations followed. During the fifth
trilogue meeting on 11 December 2020, the negotiators of the Council and the European Parliament reached a
provisional agreement. The Council adopted the legislation on 20 April 2021 at first reading. The ITRE committee
adopted the draft recommendation for second reading on 26 April 2021, and it is expected that the European
Parliament will adopt the text during the May 2021 plenary session.
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In 2018, under the new Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) for 2021-2027, the Commission put forward a
proposal for a programme aimed at improving the functioning of the single market, at fostering the competitiveness of
companies, particularly small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), and at ensuring the provision of high quality
statistics in all EU policy areas. Following an early second-reading agreement reached on 8 December 2020,
Parliament is expected to formally adopt the text at second reading in April, finalising the legislative procedure.
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The Monthly Highlights publication provides an overview, at a glance, of the on-going work of the policy departments,
including a selection of the latest and forthcoming publications, and a list of future events.
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The IA underpinning the proposal for a Digital services act contains a lot of valuable information and is based on solid
sources and broad consultations. However, the analysis could have been more coherent in its problem definition and
more specific regarding the practical implementation of the assessed three broad option packages in addition to the
status quo. It could have been also more transparent, precise and complete regarding the data and methods used for
the analysis, and regarding the quantitative estimates (namely in relation to SMEs). Some important information, for
instance on liability rules or other elements of digital services, would have been useful in the main text instead of the
annexes.
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Yhteenveto This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the AFCO Committee, looks into the constitutional and institutional challenges that the
European Union faced during the Brexit negotiations, and analyses whether the current wording of Article 50 of the
Treaty on European Union was applied in an adequate manner and allowed for an efficient and properly organised
withdrawal procedure.
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Yhteenveto Data represents the driving force of the European digital transformation. In order to harness the potential of the data
economy, the European Commission aims to build a market for personal and non-personal data that fully respects
European rules and values. During its March Il plenary session, Parliament is due to debate data issues, before voting
on an own-initiative report concerning a European strategy for data and a resolution on the European Commission’s
evaluation of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).
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Yhteenveto This At A Glance summarises the key findings of the original study, which assesses the impact of the COVID-19 crisis
on the Internal Market and consumer protection, including the impact of measures introduced at national and EU level
to mitigate the consequences of the pandemic. What further measures should be considered in order to reinforce the
resilience of the EU's Internal Market in the face of future crises? This document was provided by the Policy
Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the request of the committee on Internal Market and
Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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The marketing standards for fishery and aquaculture products are covered by the Common Market Organisation
(CMO) Regulation (regulation 1379/2013), one of the pillars of EU’'s Common Fisheries Policy (CFP). The marketing
standards for FAPs have remained unchanged for more than 20 years and in 2018 they were submitted to an
evaluation process by the European Commission. The expected outcome is the release of a new legislative proposal
by the first half of 2021, in line with the European Commission's Farm to Fork strategy.
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This study assesses the impact of the COVID-19 crisis on the Internal Market and consumer protection, including the
impact of measures introduced at national and EU level to mitigate the consequences of the pandemic. What further
measures should be considered in order to reinforce the resilience of the EU's Internal Market in the face of future
crises?

This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the
request of the committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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Against the background of supply shortages with respect to medical products during the COVID-19 pandemic, and the
shift in the international order towards geopolitical rivalry between the US and China, reshoring of production has
become a topical issue in the recent EU policy debate. The study discusses economic and political justifications for
reshoring with respect to security of supply concerns and the debate on the EU’s strategic autonomy. With reshoring
pre-COVID-19 having remained an empirical phenomenon of limited significance, potential for reshoring at the sector
and GVC level are assessed in light of recent economic changes, the digital transformation and the changing
geopolitical environment. Though reinforced in the recent past, the success of reshoring policies of the US, the UK and
Japan is found to have been modest. While a more proactive policy approach to mitigate security of supply concerns
and to promote strategic autonomy in the EU is important, reshoring should be primarily focused on specific critical
sectors and products with pronounced supply bottlenecks.
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The IA underpinning the proposal to establish a single window environment for customs is well structured,
substantiated and clear. It acknowledges a scarcity of comparable EU-wide data, and is transparent on the
assumptions underlying the analysis. The presentation, screening and assessment of the retained policy options is
clear and balanced, assessing their direct economic impacts, as well as their social and environmental implications.
The selection of the preferred options is based on cost-effectiveness and qualitative analyses, expecting significant net
benefits from interconnecting authorities responsible for non-customs formalities laid down in EU legislation to existing
national single window environments, which in turn, are harmonised to achieve a level playing field for economic
operators, in particular SMEs. Social and environmental benefits derive from better digital administrative cooperation,
the reduction of fraud and better compliance with EU regulatory requirements.
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The Commission is proposing a European Data Governance Act as the first of a series of measures envisaged in the
2020 European Strategy for Data. This initial appraisal of the Commission’s impact assessment on the proposal finds
that the impact assessment traces a clear intervention logic, connecting problems and their drivers with specific
objectives and policy options. The IA process appears to provide a reliable assessment underpinned by a mix of
reliable qualitative and quantitative data and analysis. It is felt however that the IA as a self-standing document does

not do justice to the considerable data collection and analysis effort that seems to be behind it and a true idea of the
substantial process undertaken can only be had if the IA is read in conjunction with the underlying support study.
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Following the COVID-19 outbreak, many trips have been cancelled as a result of measures introduced by Member
States that substantially restricted travelling. Some companies have refused to refund customers and have imposed on
them to use vouchers instead. This briefing aims to provide consumers with guidance and practical advice concerning
their claims for reimbursement and compensation following travel cancellations or delays. It points at complaint forms
to use, facilitations such as an alternative dispute resolution and European small claims procedure. It also gives more
precise information on claims concerning travel cancellations due to the COVID-19 crisis.
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Over the last decades, a variety of fatal infectious diseases have had zoonotic origins. The linkages between hosts,
vectors, parasites and pathogens can be influenced by a multitude of factors, such as biodiversity, wildlife and land
use.

High levels of biodiversity may be a potential source of pathogen transmission, but biodiversity loss can also promote
transmission by increasing the number of competent hosts for a pathogen.

Biodiversity conservation reduces the risk of zoonotic diseases when it provides additional habitats for species and
reduces the potential contact between wildlife, livestock and humans. Additionally, host and vector management is a
viable option.

Other crucial measures include the restriction and sanitary control of wildlife trade, while considering the needs of
indigenous peoples and local communities.

Each case requires an assessment of the best way to reduce risk while considering implications for other ecosystem
functions or services.

This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the
request of the committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI).
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Thermal imaging cameras are currently being installed in office buildings, hospitals, shopping malls, schools and
airports as a means of detecting people with fever-like symptoms. Given that these cameras are not necessarily
designed to operate as medical devices, there are questions about their suitability in the context of the current
pandemic. This note provides an overview of the use of thermal imaging empowered with artificial intelligence (Al)
capabilities, its suitability in the context of the current pandemic and the core technical limitations of this technology.
The main legal responses and ethical concerns related to the use of Al in the context of thermal imaging at entry points
to identify and triage people who may have elevated temperatures are also examined.

EN

What if Al-powered passenger locator forms could help stop the spread of Covid-19?

Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti
Paivamaara 21-12-2020
Tekija KRITIKOS Michalil

Toimiala

Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Lyhyesti

Ennakoiva suunnittelu | Kansanterveys | Kuluttajansuoja | Liikenne | Matkailu | Sisamarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Unionin
oikeus: oikeusjarjestelma ja saddokset

epidemia | henkildtiedot | kansanterveys | koronavirustauti | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTA | kuljetusjérjestelyt | LIIKENNE
| liikennepolitiikka | matkustajaliikenne | matkustajien oikeudet | sairauksien ehkaisy | teknologia ja tekninen saantely |
tekodly | terveys | tieto ja tiedonkasittely | tietojen keruu | tietotekniikka ja tietojenkasittely | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA
JA TUTKIMUS | uusi teknologia | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

As decisions about who should get tested in an airport are important from public health and privacy perspectives,
contact tracing and targeted testing based on Al-powered PLFs should be subject to thorough validation and
accountability requirements so as to gain public trust and acceptance.
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2020. The webinar on the impact of COVID-19 on the Internal Market and consumer protection was structured in two
panels, each consisting of two presentations and two Q&A sessions. The first panel focused on the free movement of
goods and people. The second panel was devoted to consumer protection and provision of services.
This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies for the
committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
Lyhyesti EN

Policy Departments’ Monthly Highlights - December 2020
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti
Paivamaara 10-12-2020

Toimiala Aluekehitys | Energia | Kansainvalinen julkisoikeus | Kansainvalinen kauppa | Koronavirus | Sisamarkkinat ja tulliunioni
| Talous- ja raha-asiat | Talousarvio | Talousarvion valvonta | Teollisuus

Hakusana asiakirjat | ekstraterritoriaalinen toimivalta | epidemia | Euroopan parlamentti | Euroopan rakentamistyd | EUROOPAN
UNIONI | Euroopan unionin energia-alan saantelyviranomaisten yhteistydvirasto | Euroopan unionin
tilintarkastustuomioistuimen jasen | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | kansainvalinen oikeus |
kertomus | koronavirustauti | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTA | OIKEUS | oikeusorganisaatio | Schengenin sopimus |
taloudellinen ja sosiaalinen yhteenkuuluvuus | taloudellinen tilanne | talouden elpyminen | TALOUSTIEDE | terveys |
tiedon jakelu | unionia koskevan tiedon levitys | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Yhteenveto The Monthly Highlights publication provides an overview, at a glance, of the on-going work of the policy departments,
including a selection of the latest and forthcoming publications, and a list of future events.
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The EU has unveiled an ambitious plan to regulate online platforms, and the European Commission is proposing to
introduce ex ante regulation to ensure that markets characterised by large platforms acting as digital gatekeepers
remain fair and competitive for innovators, businesses, and new market entrants. The introduction of an ex ante
regulatory framework that could limit online platforms' commercial freedom and give wide-ranging enforcement powers
to regulators would be a far-reaching step. Against this background, this briefing explains the rationale for regulating
digital gatekeepers in the EU and provides an overview of the key policy questions currently under discussion. Recent
reports and studies have shown how a few large platforms have the ability to apply a range of practices that raise
significant competition issues. The limitation of competition law — essentially applied ex-post after the anti-competitive
practices have been implemented — has sparked a debate on whether EU competition rules are still fit for purpose and
whether such platforms should not instead be regulated ex ante so as to provide upfront clarity about what behaviour
towards users and competitors is acceptable. In this respect, the policy discussion focuses on a number of issues, in
particular, how to identify online gatekeepers that should be subject to ex ante regulation, what conduct should be
outlawed for those gatekeepers, what obligations should be placed on them (such as data portability and
interoperability), and how such innovative regulations should be enforced. Finally, the briefing highlights the initial
views of a number of stakeholders.
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These proceedings summarise the presentations and discussions that took place during the IMCO webinar held on 9
November 2020 on the impact of COVID-19 on the Internal Market and consumer protection.

The webinar was structured in two panels, each consisting of two presentations and two Q&A sessions. The first panel
focused on the free movement of goods and people. The second panel was devoted to consumer protection and
provision of services.

This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies for the
committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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This At A Glance summarises the key findings of the original study, which reviewed and analysed national rules that
restrict the free movement of goods and services and the right to establishment across the EU Single Market. The
study also analysed trends over time in national restrictions and offers recommendations on how they can be removed.
This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the
request of the committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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This document is the final report of the study developed by INRAE and AgroParisTech for the European Parliament:
“The Green Deal and the CAP: policy implications to adapt farming practices and to preserve the EU’s natural
resources” (IP/B/AGRI/IC/2020-036).
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This study analyses the current state of national obstacles to free movement in the EU Single Market. It focuses on
various aspects of obstacles related to free movement of goods and services, the right to establishment, the Digital
Single Market, consumer protection and public procurement.

This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the
request of the committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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Traditionally the social economy is considered to be an ever-growing set of private, formally organised enterprises and
networks that build on multiple types of resources and cooperation, with local anchorage and democratic and
participatory decision-making processes. Its primary aim is not to make profit but to meet the needs of its members
and that of the wider society. The social economy is active in an increasing number of sectors, and while some of its
actors are small non-profit organisations, others are large organisations with international outreach. It generates 6 to 8
% of the European Union's gross domestic product (GDP). However, it is a driver not only of economic activity but also
of normative values, such as solidarity and inclusion. Since its conception in the 19th century, it has taken on board
innovation in social relations and in societal and community spheres, human development targets and socio-political
empowerment. In the first two decades of the 21st century, with new risks and opportunities arising owing to the twin
digital and green transformations there is an emerging debate, rethinking economic growth theories with more focus on
inclusion and combatting inequality, and exploring the relevance of traditional welfare state models. This debate has
intensified in the wake of the 2008 crisis, and now also as a result of the coronavirus pandemic and crisis. The social
economy can play a central role in this context. While it has been badly affected by these crises, it also has the
potential to mitigate some of the negative impacts. The social economy's values-based approach to the economy can
enable it to generate new elements in the ecosystems in which it exists and be an important ‘engine' in the immediate
recovery and the longer-term possible restructuring of the economy towards more resilience, fairness and
sustainability. For the social economy to be able to reach its full potential across the Member States and help to
achieve green and inclusive growth with renewed welfare state models, it needs to be supported simultaneously at all
levels. EU action can contribute to this. The main areas of EU intervention are: facilitating access to finance and
markets, including the digital single market; creating better framework conditions, including for cooperation and cross-
border activity; supporting innovation, including new business models; and developing international relations. The
Commission action plan on the social economy expected in 2021 might address many of these issues.
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Directive on security of network and information systems across the Union (Directive (EU) 2016/1148, NIS Directive) is
the first horizontal EU cybersecurity legal act, which will be reviewed in 2020 with the aim to increase cybersecurity in
the EU. The NIS Directive entered into force in August 2016 and Members States transposed it into national laws by 9
May 2018. The NIS Directive was designed to improve Member States' cybersecurity capabilities; the cooperation
between Member States; and Member States' supervision of critical sectors. The Directive established a culture of risk
management and incident reporting among key economic actors - operators providing essential services (OES) and
Digital Service Providers (DSPs). The Directive also set out cooperation mechanisms, such as the NIS Cooperation
Group and the network of national computer security incident response teams (CSIRTS).
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This At A Glance summarises the key findings of the original study, which analysed the role and development of Points
of Single Contact and other information services. The study reviewed recent policy documents, and identified a range
of weaknesses for the provision of contact points. The main recommendations were to improve monitoring (using the
indicators and the Single Market Scoreboard) and make use of infringement proceedings in case of non-compliance.
The actions could be built on the instruments available under the recent Single Digital Gateway Regulation.

This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the
request of the committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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2000/31/EC (E-Commerce Directive, ECD) and gives recommendations for a possible future EU Digital Services Act.
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Yhteenveto This note aims to provide the Members of the ANIT Committee with a state of play on existing literature and data
sources on live animal transport through links to key information sources and existing reports and studies.
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This in-depth analysis examines the current EU labour law instruments for workers’ protection and highlights existing
gaps in coverage which may require further action. It analyses a selection of directives in order to determine how non-
standard workers are often excluded from their scope of application, and the extent to which newer instruments
account for a broader variety of employment relationships.

This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies for the
committee on Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL).
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This study analyses the role and development of Points of Single Contact and other information services. It reviews
recent policy documents, and identifies a range of weaknesses for the provision of contact points. The main
recommendations are to improve monitoring (using the indicators and the Single Market Scoreboard) and make use of
infringement proceedings in case of non-compliance. The actions could build on the instruments available under the
recent Single Digital Gateway Regulation.

This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the
request of the committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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This study examines the implementation of the European Union (EU) defence package, which consists of the Defence
Procurement Directive 2009/81/EC and the Intra-Community Transfers Directive 2009/43/EC, during the period from
2016 to 2020. It is organised in two parts. The first part of the study, prepared internally, examines the evaluations
carried out on the implementation of the two directives to identify persisting challenges. It surveys institutional and
policy novelties in the field of EU defence cooperation so as to place the implementation of the two directives in
context, and then examines Parliament's oversight work. It goes on to lay out the main elements that are likely to affect
the future of EU defence industrial cooperation, and provides options for moving forward. The second part of the study,
which was outsourced, is based on primary research (a survey and interviews) and aims to assess the effectiveness,
efficiency, relevance and added value of the Defence Procurement Directive and the Intra-Community Transfers
Directive. It also seeks to identify limitations and challenges, and explore — where possible — the links between the
implementation of the two directives.
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The original full study reviews and assesses the EU regulatory framework on content moderation and current
practices by key online platforms. It assesses the regulation in six countries/regions and makes recommendations to
improve the EU legal framework on content moderation in the context of the forthcoming Digital Services Act.
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Yhteenveto Parliament is due to vote during the October Il plenary session on three reports from the Committees on Internal
Market and Consumer Protection, Legal Affairs, and Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs setting out the
Parliament’s initial position on the revision of the EU framework for online services ahead of the Commission's
expected proposal of a Digital Services Act package.
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Yhteenveto The European Council meeting of 1-2 October 2020 was largely dedicated to external relations. EU leaders discussed
a wide range of foreign policy issues, including relations with China, Nagorno-Karabakh and the Navalny poisoning
attempt. Particular attention was paid to the situation in the Eastern Mediterranean, with EU leaders extending an offer
to cooperate with Turkey — provided the current path to dialogue was maintained — while envisaging all options
otherwise. On Belarus, the leaders agreed on restrictive measures against officials responsible for repression and
election falsification. Also on the agenda were the single market, industrial policy and digital transformation, notably in
the context of EU strategic autonomy. There was also an in-depth discussion on coordination of the coronavirus
pandemic response. Finally, the President presented the new Leaders' Agenda 2020-21, foreseeing the main topics for
discussion up to June 2021.
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Yhteenveto Competition and consumer protection in the single market are often undermined by price discrimination based on
residency. While many market players do not cooperate with the Commission, for instance not disclosing their pricing
structure, Member States often do not have the means or the tools to collect and deliver the required information to the
Commission. The SMIT proposal would provide the Commission with powers such as to request business-related
information (e.g. cost structure or product volumes sold), and to address market failures in a more efficient way. The
SMIT, however, has raised some criticism in the Council and EP, inter alia, because of the Commission’s choice of the
legal basis for the proposal. Parliament’s Legal Service stated in an opinion that the correct legal basis for the
Commission proposal is Article 337 TFEU: a legal basis which gives no legislative role for the EP. On 12 July 2018, the
IMCO committee adopted a report which would amend the proposal’s legal basis. The JURI committee subsequently
adopted an opinion stating that the Commission proposal goes beyond the powers available under the proposed
revised legal basis. The report was initially due to be voted in plenary in October 2018, but was taken off the agenda.
As the parliamentary term has concluded, the report has now lapsed. The European Commission withdrew this
legislative proposal on 29 September 2020. The procedure has thus ended.
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This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the LIBE Committee, assesses the mobility restrictive measures adopted by the EU and its
Member States in the fight against COVID-19. It examines the reintroduction of Schengen internal border controls and
intra- and extra-EU travel restrictions. It assesses their compatibility with the Schengen Borders Code, including
proportionality, non-discrimination, privacy and free movement. The research demonstrates that policy priorities have
moved from a logic of containment to one characterized by a policing approach on intra-EU mobility giving priority to
the use of police identity/health checks, interoperable databases and the electronic surveillance of every traveller. It
concludes that Schengen is not in ‘crisis'. Instead there has been an ‘EU enforcement and evaluation gap’ of Member
States compliance with EU rules in areas falling under EU competence.
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At the special European Council meeting of 1-2 October 2020, postponed from 24-25 September, EU Heads of State
or Government are expected to dedicate much of their time to external relations issues, notably to a strategic
discussion on Turkey and a debate on relations with China. Continuing illegal Turkish drilling activities in the eastern
Mediterranean have made the former more urgent, while the latter is long overdue. The European Council is also likely
to adopt extensive conclusions regarding the single market, industrial and digital policy, reiterating the key objective of
achieving strategic autonomy, whilst maintaining an open economy. EU leaders are expected to call for development
of EU autonomy in the space sector, a more integrated defence industrial base, and for the presentation of a 'digital
compass' setting out the EU's digital ambitions for 2030 in its move towards digital sovereignty. EU leaders will also
take stock of the coronavirus situation and review the coordination of national and European measures. Finally, the
President, Charles Michel, is expected to set out his vision of the main issues to be dealt with by the leaders in the
coming year, and to propose a work-plan for the European Council, similar to the Leaders’ Agenda which guided the
work of the European Council during Donald Tusk's second mandate as President.
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The coronavirus outbreak and the measures taken to counter it have had a profound impact on the free movement of
people, goods, services and capital in the European Union (the ‘four freedoms'). The uncoordinated border restrictions
introduced by Member States in the initial phase of their efforts to halt the spread of the virus all but suspended the
free movement of people and greatly affected the free movement of goods and services, causing considerable
disruption to the European single market. The Union responded to this emergency with a series of immediate
measures aimed at limiting the effects of the crisis, preventing shortages of essential goods, and ensuring a
coordinated return to normal. The pandemic has exposed pre-existing shortcomings in the implementation of freedom
of movement in the EU. It has also highlighted the importance of free movement, necessary for the provision of
essential goods, and based on closely integrated supply chains and the key contributions of mobile workers. The
immediate measures will need to be backed by more sustained and structural changes to fully 'reboot' free movement
in the EU. Improved implementation of free movement will be key to achieving faster and stronger recovery of
economies and societies, based on closer European integration and a deeper single market.
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Platform work has rapidly developed since it first emerged in the EU, though concerns have been raised about the
employment and working conditions of platform work and the risk of precariousness it entails. Platform work has,
therefore, been identified as a policy priority by European policy-makers.

This study presents an analytical literature review that focuses on the challenges and risks of precariousness of
platform work and explores possible pathways for EU action. It covers aspects of the COVID-19 pandemic.

TheI analysis was prepared at the request of the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs of the European
Parliament.
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This paper defines loot boxes and describes their behavioural effects, including problematic behaviour. It examines the
regulatory framework at EU and national level within which loot boxes operate, provides an overview of public and
industry practices, and derives recommendations. Framing the debate around loot boxes, away from gambling and
towards consumer protection, would provide the EU with an array of tools to address problematic practices and
minimise potential harm, especially for minors.

EN

Enforcement and cooperation between Member States

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Ulkopuolinen laatija
Toimiala

Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Lyhyesti

E-commerce rules,

Lyhyesti
14-08-2020
Melanie SMITH

Ennakoiva suunnittelu | EP:n ja neuvoston hyvaksyma lainsaadanto | EU:n demokratia seka institutionaalinen ja
parlamentaarinen oikeus | Globaali hallinta | Kuluttajansuoja | Sisamarkkinat ja tulliunioni

digitaaliset sisamarkkinat | digitaalitekniikka | EU:n jasenvaltio | Euroopan rakentamistyd | EUROOPAN UNIONI |
kaupanpitaminen | KAUPPA | MAANTIEDE | palvelujen tarjoaminen | séhkoinen kaupankéaynti | talousmaantiede |
teknologia ja tekninen sééntely | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS

The original full study presents an overview of possible options for an effective model of enforcement for a future
Digital Services Act (DSA). Four key areas of regulatory design are emphasised: the failure of self-regulation in relation
to platforms; the importance of correct regulatory framing; the necessity of focusing on the internal operations of
platforms; and that the scope of a DSA should be limited but include robust transparency and enforcement measures.
A range of enforcement strategies are then evaluated across a suite of Digital Single Market (DSM) legislation,
alongside barriers to Member States cooperation and effective enforcement.
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This paper summarises the discussions that took place at the workshop on “E-commerce rules, fit for the digital age”.
The E-commerce directive was elaborated twenty years ago and has been key in regulating online services. However,
the role of the internet has drastically evolved over the last two decades. The Chair of IMCO Committee Prof Dr Petra
de Sutter and the Rapporteur for the Digital Services Act (DSA) Mr Alex Agius Saliba co-chaired this workshop in order
to discuss which areas of the E-commerce directive are no longer fit for purpose and need reforming in the DSA.
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This paper defines loot boxes and describes their behavioural effects, including problematic behaviour. It examines the
regulatory framework at EU and national level within which loot boxes operate, provides an overview of public and
industry practices, and derives recommendations.

Framing the debate around loot boxes, away from gambling and towards consumer protection, would provide the EU
with an array of tools to address problematic practices and minimise potential harm, especially for minors.
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The European Union is the world's largest market for fishery and aquaculture products, with a total value of extra-EU
imports and exports reaching €26.6 billion in 2018. The consumption of fish in the EU exceeded 24 kg per capita in
2017, with the highest consumption levels in Portugal and Spain. In terms of production, the EU-27, excluding the
United Kingdom, ranks sixth globally. This includes catches taken by EU vessels on the high seas and in the waters of
third countries. The EU's self sufficiency ratio of 43 % in fishery and aquaculture products is rather low. As a result,
internal demand is primarily met through imports. To ensure the supply of fish to the EU fish-processing industry,
import duties are removed or reduced for a number of fishery products up to a specific annual import volume. In
addition, products can enter the EU market, at zero or a reduced rate of duty, from countries with which the EU has a
free trade agreement in force, or from developing countries that can export to the EU under the Generalised System of
Preferences (GSP). In addition to tariffs, fish imports are subject to EU food hygiene regulations, which set out sanitary
and phytosanitary requirements, and the EU's common fisheries policy (CFP). The CFP requirements include EU
marketing standards covering freshness and size categories and specific labelling requirements that go beyond those
required for other food products, for example the obligation to indicate the catch area and the main fishing gear used.
Other market areas regulated by the EU cover the support and organisation of professional bodies and exemptions to
competition rules. On the one hand, most market intervention mechanisms, such as withdrawal schemes and
reference prices, have been removed since the most recent reform of the CFP in 2013. On the other hand, the EU
fishing industry now has greater responsibility in the management of supply and demand. The submission of yearly
production and marketing plans has become an obligation for all recognised producer organisations.
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A more united Europe has the potential to deliver greater benefits for its citizens, more effectively and efficiently, by
offering a level of strategic scale and depth that no individual Member State, or even group of Member States, can
achieve on their own. In particular, the combination of Europe's single market and economic and monetary union, used
to their full potential and complemented by progress in other policy areas, such as the Green Deal, could prove to be
key assets for a strong European recovery from the serious economic shock recently administered by the coronavirus
pandemic. An intensive debate has therefore opened up about the potential benefits of moving towards a higher
degree of risk-sharing and collective 'strategic autonomy' for the Union, based on stronger and deeper common
policies at EU level. The recent European Commission proposal for a ‘Next Generation EU' recovery plan is likely to
prove an important staging-point in this process. In practice, the size of the recovery response, the policy areas chosen
for deepening, the financing options available to support them, and the degree to which they are matched by a greater
willingness of the Union to 'act as one' on the international stage, are all likely to be determining factors in the outcome.
This paper analyses some of the issues arising specifically in the economic field in the aftermath of the coronavirus
crisis and looks at a range of policy initiatives that could help build a broadly based and sustainable European
economic recovery and a more resilient European Union.
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As EU Member States embark on a cautious de-confinement path, the economy slides into recession and the question
of Ehl_e %rol?ortionality of public health-related measures and their economic consequences is increasingly present in the
public debate.

As long as a vaccine (or an effective treatment) for the Covid-19 disease is not found and deployed, post-Covid-19
societies will have to coexist with the virus, and find an equilibrium between the social constraints resulting from health
protecting measures and the need to mitigate as much as possible a huge economic shock, which if not addressed
adequately, could have unpredictable social and political consequences.

The Covid-19 crisis has shown above all the importance of joint European action. Although public health is primarily
the competence of the Member States, the European Parliament has called on the Commission and the Member
States to act together and to rise to the challenge and ensure that the Union emerges stronger from this crisis. In
particular, a differentiated but coordinated post-lockdown approach in the EU should be ensured, in order to avoid a
resurgence of the virus.

The present Covid-19 Newsletter focuses on the de-confinement strategies and EU measures to support the economic
recovery. An update of ongoing Covid-19 related expertise work for the ECON, EMPL, ENVI, ITRE and IMCO
committees is provided at the end of this document.
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Artificial intelligence (Al) is probably the defining technology of the last decade, and perhaps also the next. The aim of
this report is to support meaningful reflection and productive debate about Al by providing accessible information about
the full range of current and speculative techniques and their associated impacts, and setting out a wide range of
regulatory, technological and societal measures that could be mobilised in response.
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Online platforms have created content moderation systems, particularly in relation to tackling illegal content online.
This study reviews and assesses the EU regulatory framework on content moderation and the practices by key online
platforms. On that basis, it makes recommendations to improve the EU legal framework within the context of the
forthcoming Digital Services Act.
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The coronavirus crisis caused an asymmetric shock to both supply and demand in the EU, inflicting unprecedented
economic harm: the deep recession in 2020 is likely to be followed by a fragile recovery in 2021. The downside risks
are high and there is a strong possibility of further deterioration. European economies are highly integrated: about two-
thirds of the EU's total trade in goods takes place on the single market, through its tightly knit network of supply chains,
financial connections and trade relationships. However, the pandemic has severely impacted the free movement of
persons, goods and services in the EU, on which the market is based. While the depth of the economic downturn and
the strength of recovery vary across EU Member States, many of those that were hardest hit by the pandemic happen
to have the least policy space to respond to it. Left unaddressed, an uneven recovery across the EU risks creating
divergences, fragmentation and permanent damage to the single market, which will have a negative impact on the
EU's recovery as a whole. The EU has acted on many fronts since the onset of the crisis. Initially, it provided first-
response measures — such as the suspension of State aid rules and a roadmap for lifting containment measures —
designed to address multiple emergencies in the single market and the EU economy. It has also developed a
comprehensive longer-term response to enable economic recovery and repair the damage inflicted by the crisis, while
at the same time protecting and deepening the single market and rendering it more autonomous. The EU will offer
large-scale asymmetric support and financial support, that will be distributed through existing and novel instruments.
Some experts warn that the proposed recovery plan, while a step in the right direction, may be financially insufficient
and too slow to disburse. The European Parliament has asked for a major recovery package worth €2 trillion.
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This at a glance presents an overview of the current state of play in the area of e-commerce. It discusses the existing
legislative framework of the Digital Single Market as well as the technology-driven changes of market and economy
that have taken place over the last twenty years. The analysis identifies areas prone to producing a positive reaction to
legislative intervention.

This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the
request of the committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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This paper provides a framework for maximising current and potential benefits of e-commerce for the single market
while minimising economic and societal costs. It takes stock of the role of the e-Commerce Directive and analyses new
challenges arising in the age of platforms. Forward-looking solutions are presented to enhance cross-border e-
commerce in the EU, facilitate access to digital copyrighted content and improve the sustainability of online platforms.
Finally, the paper reflects on the planned digital services act, outlining policy recommendations.

This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the
request of the committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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Platform work has rapidly developed since it first emerged in the EU, though concerns have been raised about the
employment and working conditions of platform work and the risk of precariousness it entails. Platform work has,
therefore, been identified as a policy priority by European policy-makers.

This study presents an analytical literature review that focuses on the challenges and risks of precariousness of
platform work and explores possible pathways for EU action. It covers aspects of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The analysis was prepared at the request of the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs of the European
Parliament.
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Developing appropriate policies and regulations for Al is a priority for the European Union. Al has become a powerful
driver of social transformation, reshaping individual lives and interactions as well as economical and political
organisations. Al brings huge opportunities for development, sustainability, health and knowledge, as well as
significant risks of unemployment, discrimination, exclusion, etc.

Multiple areas are affected by Al, such as data protection (lawful and proportionate processing of personal data,
subject to oversight), fair algorithmic treatment (not being subject to unjustified prejudice resulting from automated
processing), transparency and explicability (knowing how and why a certain algorithmic response has been given or a
decision made), protection from undue influence (not being misled, manipulated, or deceived).

This collection of studies presents research resulting from ongoing interest of the Committee on the Internal Market
and Consumer Protection in improving functioning of the Digital Single Market and developing European digital policies
based on scientific evidence and expertise.
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The original full study discusses the new challenges and opportunities for digital services that are provided by artificial
intelligence, in particular which regard to consumer protection, data protection, and providers’ liability. The discussion
addresses the way in which digital services rely on Artificial Intelligence (Al) for processing consumer data and for
targeting consumers with ads and other messages, with a focus on risks to consumer privacy and autonomy, as well
as on the possibility of developing consumer-friendly Al applications. Also addressed is the relevance of Al for the
liability of service providers in connection with the use of Al systems for detecting and responding to unlawful and
harmful content.

EN

Léhde : © Euroopan unioni, 2024 - EP 61


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/IPOL_ATA(2020)652750
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2020/652750/IPOL_ATA(2020)652750_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/IPOL_BRI(2020)642352
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/642352/IPOL_BRI(2020)642352_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/IPOL_BRI(2020)652722
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/652722/IPOL_BRI(2020)652722_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/fi/legal-notice

Public sector innovation: Concepts, trends and best practices

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Tekija
Toimiala
Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Briefing

Multimedia

Briefing

09-06-2020

KARAKAS Cemal
Sisamarkkinat ja tulliunioni

digitaalitekniikka | innovaatio | julkinen yritys | teknologia ja tekninen saantely | teknologinen muutos | TUOTANTO,
TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | tutkimus ja immateriaalioikeus | yritysmuoto | YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

The public sector is an important employer, service provider and procurer. Innovations in the public sector mainly focus
on processes, products, organisation and communication. Citizens and businesses alike benefit from a professional
and modern public administration in terms of better governance, faster service delivery, co-creation and co-design of
politics. There is no overall European Union law that targets public sector innovation per se. The European
Commission, however, provides guidelines on public sector innovation. Many of these guidelines aim to tackle
challenges deriving from digital transformation, increased mobility and cross-border interoperability. In 2013, an expert
group appointed by the Commission encouraged the EU and its Member States to overcome innovation barriers in the
public sector by, for instance, improving the management and ownership of innovation processes, empowering
innovation actors, and providing standards for innovation. In this context, the EU has been implementing its innovation
union policy, promoting best practices and co-financing the establishment and activities of the Observatory of Public
Sector Innovation (OPSI) of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). While today many
of the expert group's recommendations have been implemented — such as innovation labs and networks, policy labs,
innovation scoreboards or toolboxes — some, however, remain unaccomplished. The European Parliament has
demonstrated a positive stance towards innovation in the public sector on several occasions, including encouraging
the Commission to speed up the realisation of the digital single market. More recently, Parliament adopted resolutions
on the Commission's EU e government action plan and on the proposed new digital Europe programme.
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The coronavirus pandemic and its financial and economic consequences have caused a major economic downturn,
and the European Union (EU) has moved rapidly to respond with monetary and fiscal policy measures. The fiscal
policy instruments deployed include the adaptation of State aid rules to the exceptional circumstances to allow Member
States to support their economies by means of direct or indirect intervention. From a competition law point of view,
measures that constitute State aid are in principle illegal, unless issued under an exemption, such as the De minimis
Regulation or the General Block Exemption Regulation, subject to notification and European Commission approval.
The State aid rules do, however, already allow for aid to compensate for damage caused by natural disasters and
exceptional events, such as a pandemic. State aid can also be used to remedy serious disturbances to the economy.
The temporary framework adopted by the Commission in March 2020 sets out temporary State aid measures that the
Commission will consider compatible with the State aid rules, allowing Member States full flexibility in supporting their
coronavirus-stricken economies. The temporary framework is in place to address Member States' various needs more
effectively. The framework initially focused on measures to ensure liquidity. Since early April, it has been widened to
include measures to support the economy and coronavirus-related medical investment, research and production, as
well as measures to ease the social and tax liabilities of companies and the self-employed and measures to subsidise
workers' wages. This is an update of a briefing published on 27 April 2020.
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This study seeks to present a comprehensive overview of non-legislative resolutions adopted by Parliament between
January 2017 and May 2019 on the basis of own-initiative reports, in the light of the response provided by the
Commission and the subsequent follow-up documents and related actions undertaken by the Commission up to 1
January 2020.
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This study provides an analysis of blockchain technology in the context of international trade. It analyses the potential
impacts of blockchain development and applications in eight use cases for supply chains and international trade. It
also provides an analysis of the current legislative framework and existing initiatives. Based on this analysis, and
following a broad consultation of relevant organisations, the study identifies several challenges in international trade
documentation and processes, and presents a range of policy options for the European Parliament.
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This study presents an overview of the current state of play in the area of e-commerce. It discusses the existing
legislative framework of the Digital Single Market as well as the technology-driven changes of market and economy
that have taken place over the last twenty years. The analysis identifies areas prone to producing a positive reaction to
legislative intervention.

This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the
request of the committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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The e-commerce Directive was adopted in 2000 and has played a key role in the development of online platforms in
Europe. The study assesses the effects of the Directive as a cornerstone of the Digital Single Market. On that basis, it
proposes some reforms for the future Digital Services Act.
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Yhteenveto The report summarises the discussion that took place at the workshop on “E-commerce rules, fit for the digital age”.
The E-commerce directive was elaborated twenty years ago and has been key in regulating online services. However,
the role of the internet has drastically evolved over the last two decades. The Chair of IMCO Committee Prof Dr Petra
de Sutter and the Rapporteur for the Digital Services Act (DSA) Mr Alex Agius Saliba co-chaired this workshop in order
to discuss which areas of the E-commerce directive are no longer fit for purpose and need reforming in the DSA.

This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies for the
committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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Yhteenveto While the E-commerce directive has been the cornerstone of the Internal Market for the last twenty years, Members of
the European Parliament’s Internal Market and Consumer Protection Committe noted that the Digital Single Market is
affected by increasing fragmentation in tackling illegal content online, difficulties to promote market entry and
consumer welfare, and ineffectiveness of enforcement and cooperation between Member State.

In order to improve functioning of the Single Market, IMCO Committee took the initiative to prepare a legislative report
with recommendations to the Commission on a Digital Services Act (Rapporteur: MEP Alex Agius Saliba) and
organised a workshop on “E-commerce rules, fit for the digital age” during which MEPs discussed with experts,
stakeholders and consumer protection organisations possibilities of efficient reforms of regulation and consumer
protection on online marketplaces in the European Union.

This collection of studies presents workshop proceedings and expert studies resulting from the ongoing interest of the
Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection in improving the functioning of the Digital Single Market
and developing e-commerce rules based on scientific evidence and expertise.
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Yhteenveto The study lays out predictions for digital services in the next one to ten years and provides recommendations for action
for the European Parliament in preparation for the Digital Services Act.
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The paper reflects on responsibilities and duties of care of online intermediaries as set out in the E-Commerce
Directive and gives recommendations for a possible future EU Digital Services Act.

This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the
request of the committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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This paper analyses the contribution, or lack of contribution of, the current EU Consumer Protection Legislation to a
sustainable consumption and a longer lifetime of products. In addition, it gives an overview of the most relevant best
practices at national and international level and provides recommendations on the future development and possible
reforms of European consumer protection legislation in order to contribute to a more sustainable consumption and a
longer lifetime of products.

This document was commissioned by Policy Department A at the request of the European Parliament’s Committee on
the Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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This paper provides a framework for maximising current and potential benefits of e-commerce for the single market
while minimising economic and societal costs. It takes stock of the role of the e-Commerce Directive and analyses new
challenges arising in the age of platforms. Forward-looking solutions are presented to enhance cross-border e-
commerce in the EU, facilitate access to digital copyrighted content and improve the sustainability of online platforms.
Finally, the paper reflects on the planned digital services act, outlining policy recommendations.

This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the
request of the committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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The e-commerce Directive was adopted in 2000 and has played a key role in the development of online platforms in
Europe. The study assesses the effects of the Directive as a cornerstone of the Digital Single Market. On that basis, it
proposes some reforms for the future Digital Services Act.
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Yhteenveto This EPRS paper focuses on the economic benefits of common action at European level and the risk involved if the
current coronavirus crisis and its aftermath were to stall or reverse the process of European integration. It attempts to
quantify the losses from: (i) any gradual dismantling of the EU project - where cautious estimates suggest that erosion
of the EU single market alone would cost the European economy between 3.0 and 8.7 per cent of its collective GDP
(this would be existing 'European added value' permanently lost); and (ii) a parallel failure to take advantage of the
unexploited potential of collective public goods that have yet be achieved (this would be future GDP growth foregone).
The latter 'cost of non-Europe' in 50 policy areas was identified by EPRS in 2019 as around 14 per cent of EU GDP by
the end of a ten-year running-in period.
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Yhteenveto The Monthly Highlights publication provides an overview, at a glance, of the on-going work of the policy departments,
including a selection of the latest and forthcoming publications, and a list of future events.
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Yhteenveto The study lays out predictions for digital services in the next one to ten years and provides recommendations for action
for the European Parliament in preparation for the Digital Services Act.
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Yhteenveto During its first decade as a directly elected political institution, from 1979 to 1989, the European Parliament exercised
significant influence in shaping the debate and agenda around the concept of completing the ‘single’ or ‘internal’
market of the (then) European Economic Community. Through both its early campaigning for action in this field and its
definition and analysis of issues such as the ‘cost of non-Europe’, the Parliament contributed to the political and
intellectual climate which led to the launch in 1985 by the European Commission, under its new President, Jacques
Delors, of an ambitious programme to complete the single market by 1992. This process was reinforced and facilitated
by adoption of the Single European Act (SEA) the following year. The extension of qualified majority voting (QMV) in
the Council and the introduction of a more significant legislative role for the European Parliament under the SEA
enhanced the position of the Parliament in the Community’s ‘institutional triangle’, enabling it to influence the content of
law more directly. From 1987 onwards, the Parliament used its new legislative power actively when considering the
detailed proposals for completing the single market brought forward by the Delors Commission, with significant
debates taking place on the priorities that should attach to various aspects of liberalisation and regulation. The growing
success of the single market process led in turn to the Parliament strongly supporting efforts to complement the single
market with the creation of a single currency, building momentum for the launch of Economic and Monetary Union
(EMU). This study, commissioned by the European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS), forms part of an on-going
history of the character, role and influence of the European Parliament as a political institution since its creation in
1952.
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Yhteenveto In its resolution of 17 April 2020, the European Parliament called on the Commission and the Member States to act
together and to ensure that the European Union will emerge stronger from the COVID-19 crisis. This newsletter on
COVID-19 aims to keep the ECON, EMPL, ENVI, ITRE and IMCO committees updated about the main EU recent
developments and responses to the current crisis.
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Yhteenveto In addition to the tragic loss of human lives, the ongoing novel coronavirus pandemic will have severe consequences
for the European economy. Common action at EU level and coordinated long-term strategic action at international level
is more necessary than ever before. In particular, in addition to the measures taken after the 2008 economic and
financial crisis, a resolute move towards greater common policy action and a deepening of the single market, more
strategic autonomy, increased common investment, and a reasonable deepening of risk-sharing within the economic
and monetary union (EMU), could help to achieve a rapid, broad based and sustainable recovery. Our simulations,
which use growth models based on long-term scenarios to 2035, indicate that the cost of complacency could be
substantial. In a pessimistic worst-case scenario, where the policy response is fragmented and where no risk-sharing
takes place, potential added value growth would be reduced by 0.8 % in 2035. For 2020 to 2035, this would represent
a cumulated €2.9 trillion of added value losses for the EU as a whole compared to the initial baseline. In a more
optimistic scenario, we assume a decisive move towards more sustained common action at EU level. As a result,
potential added value growth is initially less impacted and the common action boosts long-term growth prospects to
levels surpassing the estimates from the baseline scenario. For 2020 to 2035, such a scenario would represent a
cumulated gain of €0.5 trillion of added value for the EU as a whole compared to the initial baseline.
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Yhteenveto The aim of this briefing is to answer the following question: How can the services sector contribute to the green
transition, specifically in the digital area and taking into account the environmental footprint of the sector as well as its
potential to replace environmentally harmful practices?
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Yhteenveto The study addresses the new challenges and opportunities for digital services that are provided by artificial
intelligence, in particular which regard to consumer protection, data protection, and providers’ liability.
The discussion addresses the way in which digital services rely on Al for processing consumer data and for targeting
consumers with ads and other messages, with a focus on risks to consumer privacy and autonomy, as well as on the
possibility of developing consumer-friendly Al applications.
Also addressed is the relevance of Al for the liability of service providers in connection with the use of Al systems for
detecting and responding to unlawful and harmful content.
This document was provided/prepared by Policy Department A at the request of the Committee on the Internal Market
and Consumer Protection.
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Yhteenveto The present public procurement directives entered into force in 2014 allowing national authorities enough flexibility to
align procurement with social and environmental objectives. However, public authorities have not sufficiently taken up
the possibilities to use strategic public procurement to introduce sustalnable green, pre-procurement or innovation-
focused tools.

The existence of clear Guidelines and tools is essential to provide legal certainty for public procurement officials.in this
respect, the European Commission has a central role to play and work is being undertaken to provide guidelines and
off-the-shelf solutions. However, further action is needed to promote strategic public procurement and in particular
Green Public Procurement requiring low carbon, life-cycle and circular approaches in public purchases.

The EU should increase — in tandem with the provision of assistance and tools — the number of mandatory green
procurement requirements, either through technical specifications in the sectoral directives or through delegated acts
to the procurement directives. A voluntary approach is not sufficient.

Member states should in turn professionalise the public procurement authorities and establish central purchasing
bodies or national competence centres. There is a need for many member states to invest in professionalisation,
training and ICT tools to mainstream strategic public procurement and in particular Green Public Procurement.
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Yhteenveto The briefing presents an overview of recent research with a focus on policy strategies including OECD and ILO. Thus,
it feeds into the ongoing policy discussion on how to best mitigate the risks of platform work. It complements an
analysis for the European Parliament entitled ‘Platform economy and precarious work’. The note covers aspects of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
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This in-depth analysis discusses the opportunities and challenges brought by the recent and the foreseeable
developments of Atrtificial Intelligence into online platforms and marketplaces. The paper advocates the importance to
support trustworthy, explainable Al (in order to fight discrimination and manipulation, and empower citizens), and
socletal-aware Al (in order to fight polarization, monopolistic concentration and excessive inequality, and pursue
diversity and openness).

This document was prepared by the Policy Department A at the request of the Committee on the Internal Market and
Consumer Protection.
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This study presents an overview of possible options for an effective model of enforcement for a future Digital Services
Act. Four key areas of regulatory design are emphasised; the failure of self-regulation in relation to platforms; the
importance of correct regulatory framing; the necessity of focusing on the internal operations of platforms; and that the
scope of a DSA should be limited but include robust transparency and enforcement measures. A range of enforcement
strategies are then evaluated across a suite of DSM legislation, alongside barriers to Member States cooperation and
effective enforcement. The paper sets out several options for enforcement and concludes with a recommendation of a
specific enforcement model for a new DSA.
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On 26 March, EU Heads of State or Government continued their joint coordination efforts to address the COVID-19
outbreak and held a six hour long video conference on this subject, but failed to agree on the adequate financing
instruments to help countries in fiscal difficulty due to the crisis, The President of the European Parliament President,
David Sassoli, strongly criticised the results of the European Council and ‘the short-sightedness and selfishness of
some governments’.EU leaders asked the President of the Commission and the President of the European Council to
start working on a Roadmap accompanied by an Action Plan to prepare an exit strategy and a comprehensive
recovery plan, including unprecedented investment.

EN

Léhde : © Euroopan unioni, 2024 - EP 69


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/IPOL_IDA(2020)648791
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2020/648791/IPOL_IDA(2020)648791_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/IPOL_STU(2020)648780
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2020/648780/IPOL_STU(2020)648780_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_BRI(2020)642824
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/642824/EPRS_BRI(2020)642824_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/fi/legal-notice

European Council conclusions - A rolling check-list of commitments to date

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Tekija
Toimiala

Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Tutkimus

Tutkimus
26-03-2020
ANGHEL Suzana Elena | BACIAN Izabela Cristina | DRACHENBERG Ralf | PAPUNEN Annastiina
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The role of the European Council — to ‘provide the Union with the necessary impetus for its development' and to define
its 'general political directions and priorities' — has evolved rapidly over the last decade. This overview of European
Council conclusions is the latest edition of the Rolling Check-List, which has been published regularly by the European
Council Oversight Unit since 2014. It is designed to review the degree of progress in achieving the goals that the
European Council has set itself and to assist the Parliament in exercising its important oversight role in this field.
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Developing appropriate policies and regulations for Al is a priority for the European Union. Al has become a powerful
driver of social transformation, reshaping individual lives and interactions as well as economical and political
organisations. Al brings huge opportunities for development, sustainability, health and knowledge, as well as
significant risks of unemployment, discrimination, exclusion, etc.

Multiple areas are affected by Al, such as data protection (lawful and proportionate processing of personal data,
subject to oversight), fair algorithmic treatment (not being subject to unjustified prejudice resulting from automated
processing), transparency and explicability (knowing how and why a certain algorithmic response has been given or a
decision made), protection from undue influence (not being misled, manipulated, or deceived).

This collection of studies presents research resulting from ongoing interest of the Committee on the Internal Market
and Consumer Protection in improving functioning of the Digital Single Market and developing European digital and Al
related policy based on scientific evidence and expertise.
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Product longevity can play a useful role in achieving the Paris Agreement goals — material efficiency is an important
contributor to energy efficiency and is also important in its own right. The product safety and compliance instruments
available at European level can contribute to these efforts, if wisely applied.
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Product longevity can play a useful role in achieving the Paris Agreement goals — material efficiency is an important
contributor to energy efficiency and is also important in its own right. The product safety and compliance instruments
available at European level can contribute to these efforts, if wisely applied.
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This paper analyses the contribution, or lack of contribution of, the current EU Consumer Protection Legislation to a
sustainable consumption and a longer lifetime of products. In addition, it gives an overview of the most relevant best
practices at national and international level and provides recommendations on the future development and possible
reforms of European consumer protection legislation in order to contribute to a more sustainable consumption and a
longer lifetime of products.

This document was commissioned by Policy Department A at the request of the European Parliament’s Committee on
the Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO).
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Great Britain has recently made known that it does not intend to apply the International Agreement on a Unified Patent
Court (UPCA).

EN

Competition in the EU and globally [What Think Tanks are Thinking]

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Tekija
Toimiala
Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Briefing

Briefing

14-02-2020

CESLUK-GRAJEWSKI Marcin

Kilpailuoikeus ja saantely | Sisamarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Talous- ja raha-asiat

digitaalitekniikka | EU:n kilpailupolitiikka | EU:n teollisuuspolitiikka | kilpailu | kilpailu | teknologia ja tekninen séantely |
teknologinen muutos | TEOLLISUUS | teollisuuspolitiikka ja teollisuuden rakenteet | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA
TUTKIMUS | YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

The digital revolution, global trade disputes and low growth in the European economy have, among other factors,
revived the debate about the merits and drawbacks of the European Union’s strict competition rules, which cover
cartels, market dominance, mergers and state aid. Some politicians and economists argue that competition is an
increasingly global phenomenon and that the intra-Community trade context for which the EU competition rules were
originally designed no longer applies, and that the rules themselves are, as a result, too prescriptive. This emerging
view might encourage the Union to pursue a more active and coordinated EU industrial policy, supported by more
flexible rules on state aid and mergers in particular. The debate comes at a time when the US—China trade conflict and
problems in the World Trade Organization are reshaping global economic competition, with new relationships and
partnerships being formed. This note offers links to recent commentaries, studies and reports from international think
tanks on the EU’s competition and industrial policy challenges and on the changing nature of global competition. More
studies on trade issues can be found in a previous item from this series, published in September 2019.
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American Starlink project aims to bring high speed internet access across the globe by 2021. It's certainly a mission in
the sky! But how will Elon Musk’s plans to deploy this mega constellation of satellites impact on European citizens?
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As part of the third 'Europe on the move' package of measures, on 27 May 2018, the European Commission presented
a proposal for a regulation on type-approval requirements for motor vehicles and their trailers, as regards their general
safety and the protection of vehicle occupants and vulnerable road users. The regulation is part of the EU's efforts to
halve the number of fatal and serious injuries in road crashes between 2020 and 2030. It will introduce a number of
advanced vehicle safety features that passenger cars, vans, buses and trucks will have to have as standard equipment
in order to be sold on the internal market. These include intelligent speed assistance, alcohol interlock installation
facilitation, driver drowsiness and attention warning, emergency stop signal, reversing detection and event data
recorder. Additional requirements will apply to specific vehicle groups, such as vulnerable road user detection for
buses and trucks. The new regulation, adopted by the co-legislators in 2019 and signed on 27 November 2019, will
replace three current type-approval regulations as of July 2022: the General Vehicle Safety Regulation, the Pedestrian
Protection Regulation and the Hydrogen-powered Motor Vehicles Regulation.
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The global debate on the extent to which current competition policy rules are sufficient to deal with the fast-moving
digital economy has never been more pertinent. An important part of this debate concerns the market power of large
high-tech companies that dominate many online markets. The main factors behind these developments are economies
of scale and scope, network externalities, and the rising economic significance of data, which are a highly valuable
commodity in an online economy. While being indispensable to the development of potential game changers — such as
artificial intelligence — data are also a crucial input to many online services, production processes, and logistics —
making it a critical element in the value chain of many different industries. Data-dependent markets are also
characterised by a high level of concentration and, according to many experts, high entry barriers relating to access to
and ownership of data — which make it difficult to challenge the incumbent companies. On the other hand, the large
players are generally considered to be very productive and innovative. Some studies, however, show that the diffusion
of know-how and innovation between the market leaders and the rest of the economy may be affecting competiveness
in general. One possible way to correct these shortcomings is to regulate the sharing of data. While the risks of policy-
making in this field are generally well-known and centre around the need to protect privacy — particularly where
personal data are involved — and to prevent the collusive aspects of data sharing, there is currently no global model to
follow. The European Union has taken multiple initiatives to unlock data markets through modern, user-centred laws
such as the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and the regulation on the reuse of public sector information.
The global thinking seems to gradually favour more prudent oversight of the market, considering its economic heft.
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Cheap hydrogen produced with excess electricity from fluctuating renewable energy sources such as wind could help
fuel-cell technology to break into the mainstream. This could at the same time further boost the competitiveness of
wind and solar energy production
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The commissioner-designate, Margrethe Vestager, appeared before the European Parliament on 8 October 2019 to
answer guestions from MEPs in the Committees on Industry, Research and Energy, Internal Market and Consumer
Protection and Economic and Monetary Affairs. During the hearing, she made a number of commitments which are
highlighted in this document. These commitments refer to her portfolio, as described in the mission letter sent to her by
Ursula von der Leyen, President-elect of the European Commission and include a Europe fit for the digital age and
competition.

EN

Commitments made at the hearing of Mariya GABRIEL, Commissioner-designate - Innovation and Youth

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Tekija
Toimiala

Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Briefing

Briefing
22-11-2019
GOUARDERES Frederic | HERIARD PIERRE MARIE | ISKRA Katarzyna Anna

Energia | Ennakoiva suunnittelu | Kulttuuri | Sisdmarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Sosiaalipolitikka | Sukupuolindkdkohdat, tasa-
arvo ja monimuotoisuus | Teollisuus | Tutkimuspolitiikka

EU:n ohjelma | EU:n tutkimuspolitiikka | EU:n urheilupolitiikka | Euroopan parlamentti | Euroopan rakentamistyo |
EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | innovaatio | julkinen kuulemistilaisuus
| jasenten nimeaminen | komissaari | koulutus | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTA | koulutuspolitiikka | kulttuuri ja uskonto |
kulttuuripolitiikka | parlamentin tydskentely | parlamentti | POLITIIKKA | sosiaalinen elama | suullinen kysymys | TTK-
puiteohjelma | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | tutkimus ja immateriaalioikeus | YHTEISKUNNALLISET
KYSYMYKSET

The commissioner-designate, Mariya Gabriel, appeared before the European Parliament on 30 September 2019 to
answer questions from MEPs’ in the Committees on Industry, Research and Energy and on Culture and Education.
During the hearing, Ms Gabriel made a number of commitments which are highlighted in this document. These
commitments refer to her portfolio, as described in the mission letter sent to her by Ursula von der Leyen, President-
elect of the European Commission, including:

- Education, research and innovation; and

- Culture, youth and sport.
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The commissioner-designate, Paolo Gentiloni, appeared before the European Parliament on 03 October 2019 to
answer questions from MEPs in the Committees on Economic and Monetary Affairs and on Budgets. During the
hearing, he made a number of commitments which are highlighted in this document. These commitments refer to his
portfolio, as described in the mission letter sent to him by Ursula von der Leyen, President-elect of the European
Commission and include economic and financial affairs, fair and effective taxation and a strong and modern Customs
Union.
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This briefing is one in a set looking at the Commissioners-designate and their portfolios as put forward by Commission
President-elect Ursula von der Leyen. Each candidate faces a three-hour public hearing, organised by one or more
parliamentary committees. After that process, those committees will judge the candidates' suitability for the role based
on 'their general competence, European commitment and personal independence’, as well as their ‘knowledge of their
prospective portfolio and their communication skills'. At the end of the hearings process, Parliament votes on the
proposed Commission as a bloc, and under the Treaties may only reject the entire College of Commissioners, rather
than individual candidates. The Briefing provides an overview of key issues in the portfolio areas, as well as
Parliament's activity in the last term in that field. It also includes a brief introduction to the candidate.
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This Cost of Non-Europe report seeks to quantify the costs arising from the lack of European Union (EU) legislation
protecting Geographical Indications (Gls) for non-agricultural products and to analyse the benefits foregone for
citizens, businesses and Member States. The report estimates that introducing EU-wide Gl protection for non-
agricultural products would have an overall positive effect on trade, employment and rural development. More
precisely, after approximately 20 years of implementation, such a protection scheme would yield an overall expected
increase in intra-EU trade of about 4.9-6.6 % of current exports (€37.6-50 billion) in the more relevant sectors.
Expectations are that regional-level employment would rise by 0.12-0.14 % and that 284 000-338 000 new jobs would
be created in the EU as a whole. The expected positive impact on rural development would materialise, among other
things, through direct support for locally based high-quality producers, rural economic diversification and local
producers' capacity to organise collectively.
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Competition policy has been found to make a positive contribution to the EU's economic growth and the EU has one of
the most robust competition policy systems in the world. European competition policy encompasses many fields, not
least antitrust measures, merger control and State aid. It is enforced by the European Commission, whose decisions
can be contested in the Court of Justice of the European Union. Recent policy developments include the antitrust
damages system and the framework empowering national competition authorities. Topics discussed in this paper
include the role of competition policy in the digital era, merger control, instruments such as the leniency programme,
commitments and settlements, and the potential impact of current political developments.
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This briefing analyses the quality of the IA accompanying the Commission’s proposal to transmit payment service
providers’ data to the national tax authorities of the EU Member States in order to combat cross-border e-commerce
VAT fraud. The A focuses on the economic impacts, namely the potential recovery of VAT loss by Member States,
which is expected to outweigh the costs of the Initiative (even though benefits and costs could not be quantified with
certainty). Regional divergences are acknowledged in the IA, but not assessed. The IA also admits that a key
assumption, the improved cooperation with third countries, remains uncertain (it could imply counterproductive trade
diversion towards extra-EU areas).
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Leaders of the 27 EU Member States endorsed the agreement on the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the
European Union with a revised Protocol on Ireland/Northern Ireland, as well as a revised political declaration on the
framework of the future EU-UK relationship. They invited the Commission, the European Parliament and the Council to
take steps to ensure the entry into force of the withdrawal agreement by 1 November 2019. Following postponement of
the House of Commons vote to approve the deal, President of the European Council, Donald Tusk, will consult the EU-
27 Heads of State or Government as to whether to agree to the request he received on 19 October for an extension of
the Article 50 negotiation period to 31 January 2020.
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The rapid development of digital technologies is posing a challenge to the European Union, spurring initiatives to catch
up with the US and China in the area, notably in the context of the digital single market. Among the dilemmas are how
to reconcile Europe’s sensitivity towards protecting private data with the need to use them in many algorithms, and
ensure that automation and artificial intelligence strengthen rather than weaken labour market participation. This note
offers links to a series of some recent commentaries and reports from major international think tanks and research
institutes on digital challenges. Many earlier papers on the issue can be found in a previous item in the series,
published in July 2018. Many reports on cybersecurity are available in a publication from October 2018.
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This EPRS publication, 'Key issues in the European Council', which will be updated quarterly to coincide with
European Council meetings, aims to provide an overview of the institution’s activities on major EU issues. It analyses
nine policy areas, explaining the legal and political background and the main priorities and orientations defined by the
European Council. It also assesses the results of European Council involvement to date and identifies future
challenges in the various policy fields.

EN

Léhde : © Euroopan unioni, 2024 - EP 75


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_BRI(2019)642802
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/642802/EPRS_BRI(2019)642802_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_BRI(2019)642255
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/642255/EPRS_BRI(2019)642255_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_STU(2019)631766
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/631766/EPRS_STU(2019)631766_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/fi/legal-notice

European Council conclusions:A rolling check-list of commitments to date

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Tekija
Toimiala

Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Tutkimus

Tutkimus
16-10-2019
ANGHEL Suzana Elena | BACIAN Izabela Cristina | DRACHENBERG Ralf | VUKOVIC MARKO

Energia | EP:n ja neuvoston hyvéksyma lainséadanto | EU:n demokratia seka institutionaalinen ja parlamentaarinen
oikeus | Kansainvélinen kauppa | Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu | Koulutus | Rahoitus- ja pankkiasiat |
Sisamarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Sosiaalipolitiikka | Talous- ja raha-asiat | Turvallisuus ja puolustus | Tutkimuspolitiikka |
Tyéllisyys | Ulkosuhteet | Vapauden, turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue | Ymparisto

EU:n strategia | EU:n tydllisyyspolitikka | Euroopan rakentamistyé | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin
toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | Eurooppa-neuvosto | talouspolitiikka | talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE |
tyollisyys | TYOLLISYYS JA TYO | unionin politikka | yhteinen ulko- ja turvallisuuspolitiikka

The role of the European Council — to ‘provide the Union with the necessary impetus for its development' and to define
its 'general political directions and priorities' — has evolved rapidly over the last decade. Since June 2014, the
European Council Oversight Unit within the European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS), the European
Parliament's in-house research service and think tank, has been monitoring and analysing the European Council's
delivery on commitments made in the conclusions of its meetings. This overview of European Council conclusions is
the latest edition of the Rolling Check-List which has been published regularly by the European Council Oversight Unit
since 2014. It is designed to review the degree of progress in achieving the goals that the European Council has set
itself and to assist the Parliament in exercising its important oversight role in this field.
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The October European Council meeting will represent an important point on the timeline of negotiations on United
Kingdom’s withdrawal from the EU as leaders will be taking stock of the situation before the end of the extension

period on 31 October 2019. This briefing provides an overview of European Council guidelines and decisions taken to
provide direction to the negotiations since the UK'’s formal notification of withdrawal on 29 March 2017.
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This briefing is one in a set looking at the Commissioners-designate and their portfolios as put forward by Commission
President-elect Ursula von der Leyen. Each candidate faces a three-hour public hearing, organised by one or more
parliamentary committees. After that process, those committees will judge the candidates' suitability for the role based
on 'their general competence, European commitment and personal independence’, as well as their 'knowledge of their
prospective portfolio and their communication skills'. At the end of the hearings process, Parliament votes on the
proposed Commission as a bloc, and under the Treaties may only reject the entire College of Commissioners, rather
than individual candidates. The Briefing provides an overview of key issues in the portfolio areas, as well as
Parliament's activity in the last term in that field. It also includes a brief introduction to the candidate.
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This briefing is one in a set looking at the Commissioners-designate and their portfolios as put forward by Commission
President-elect Ursula von der Leyen. Each candidate faces a three-hour public hearing, organised by one or more
parliamentary committees. After that process, those committees will judge the candidates' suitability for the role based
on 'their general competence, European commitment and personal independence’, as well as their ‘knowledge of their
prospective portfolio and their communication skills'. At the end of the hearings process, Parliament votes on the
proposed Commission as a bloc, and under the Treaties may only reject the entire College of Commissioners, rather
than individual candidates. The Briefing provides an overview of key issues in the portfolio areas, as well as
Parliament's activity in the last term in that field. It also includes a brief introduction to the candidate.
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Harmonised products represent 69 % of the overall value of industrial products in the internal market. However, a
significant part of these products does not comply with harmonised EU rules. This has negative effects on the health
and safety of consumers, and on fair competition between businesses. To remedy the situation, in 2017 the
Commission proposed to strengthen market surveillance rules for non-food products harmonised by EU legislation.
Parliament and Council reached a provisional agreement on the proposal in February 2019. The new regulation was
signed on 20 June and published in the Official Journal on 25 June 2019, applying in full from July 2021. It aims to
increase EU-level coordination of market surveillance and clarify the procedures for the mutual assistance mechanism.
Non-EU manufacturers of products that could cause an elevated level of risk to public interest will have to designate an
importer, an authorised representative or a fulfilment service provider established in the EU. Fifth edition. The 'EU
Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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In recent times, there has been much discussion in policy circles, academia and the private sector regarding the
tension between blockchains and the European Union’s General Data Protection Regulation (‘GDPR’). Whereas, the
GDPR is based on an underlying assumption that in relation to each personal data point there is at least one the data
controller, blockchains make the allocation of responsibility and accountability burdensome. Further, although the
GDPR is based on the assumption that data can be modified or erased where necessary to comply with legal
requirements, blockchains, however, render the unilateral modification of data purposefully onerous in order to ensure
data integrity and to increase trust in the network.
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To ensure the full participation of people with disabilities in society, and to reduce the fragmentation of legislation
governing access to products and services, the European Commission has adopted a proposal for a directive — often
referred to as the European Accessibility Act. This proposal, published on 2 December 2015, provides for a common
EU definition of, and implementation framework for, accessibility requirements for certain products and services. It also
aims to use the same accessibility requirements to provide a clear definition of the existing general accessibility
obligation laid down in European law. Many stakeholders welcomed the European Union's wish to honour its
responsibilities under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, but they were divided
on the means to reach this objective. In the European Parliament, the Committee on the Internal Market and
Consumer Protection (IMCO) adopted its report on 25 April 2017, which was discussed in plenary on 15 September. At
the same time, Parliament gave a mandate to start negotiations with the Council. On 7 December 2017, the Council
agreed on a position (general approach). On 8 November 2018, the EP and the Council came to a provisional
agreement. The agreed text was adopted by the EP on 13 March 2019, then by the Council on 27 March, and
published in the Official Journal on 7 June 2019. Third edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated
at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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The directive on contracts for the supply of digital content and digital services, proposed by the European Commission
in 2015, harmonises some private-law aspects of such contracts at EU level for the first time. The directive will not fully
harmonise the duration of legal guarantees for digital content and services, but national laws will not be allowed limit it
to less than two years. For the first year from delivery, the burden of proof will be on the supplier. Traders will be
required to provide necessary updates. The directive will also establish what remedies consumers are entitled to and
the order in which they can be used. Although the European Parliament proposed that the directive should cover
embedded digital content as well, following negotiations with the Council, the co-legislators agreed that such content
will be regulated by the new directive on sale of goods. The directive on contracts for the supply of digital content and
digital services was formally signed into law in May 2019 and Member States have to apply its measures from 1
January 2022. Sixth edition of a briefing originally drafted by Rafa Mako. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are
updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure. To view previous editions of this briefing, please see: PE
635.601 (March 2019).
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The European Commission proposed a new directive on the consumer sale of goods in 2015, with the aim to lay down
rules on online and other distance sales of goods. This was replaced on 31 October 2017 by an amended proposal,
which sought to replace entirely the existing Consumer Sales Directive dating from 1999, and regulate contracts
concluded both online and offline. The new directive was agreed in January 2019 after trilogue negotiations between
Parliament and Council, and then adopted by the two institutions in March and April respectively. Signed in May 2019,
it will allow Member States to decide on a legal guarantee of longer than two years and extend the period during which
it is presumed that the goods were faulty from the start. It entered into force on 11 June 2019 and Member States have
to apply it from 1 January 2022. Fifth edition, based on a briefing originally drafted by Rafa Mako. The 'EU Legislation
in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure. To view previous versions of this
briefing, please see: PE 635.594 (March 2019).
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In 2016, the European Commission adopted a proposal for a regulation establishing a certification system for aviation
security screening equipment. The proposal sought ‘to contribute to the proper functioning of the EU internal market
and to increase the global competitiveness of the EU industry by establishing an EU certification system for aviation
security equipment’. This system was to be based on EU type-approval and issuance of a certificate of conformity by
manufacturers, which would have been valid in all Member States, according to the principle of mutual recognition.
Progress on the proposal rapidly reached a stalemate. Consequently, in its 2019 work programme, the Commission
announced its intention to withdraw the proposal, noting that there was a common understanding that an EU
certification system would be better reached by amending existing implementing legislation based on Regulation (EC)
No 300/2008 on common rules in the field of civil aviation security. The proposal was formally withdrawn on 21 June
2019. Second edition. The ‘EU Legislation in Progress’ briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative
procedure.
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In September 2017, the Commission adopted a cybersecurity package with new initiatives to further improve EU cyber-
resilience, deterrence and defence. As part of these, the Commission tabled a legislative proposal to strengthen the
EU Agency for Network Information Security (ENISA). Following the adoption of the Network Information Security
Directive in 2016, ENISA is expected to play a broader role in the EU's cybersecurity landscape but is constrained by
its current mandate and resources. The Commission presented an ambitious reform proposal, including a permanent
mandate for the agency, to ensure that ENISA can not only provide expert advice, as has been the case until now, but
can also perform operational tasks. The proposal also envisaged the creation of the first voluntary EU cybersecurity
certification framework for ICT products, where ENISA will also play an important role. Within the European
Parliament, the Industry, Research and Energy Committee adopted its report on 10 July 2018. An agreement was
reached with the Council during the fifth trilogue meeting, on 10 December 2018. The text was adopted by the
European Parliament on 12 March and by the Council on 9 April 2019. The new regulation came into force on 27 June
2019. Fourth edition. The ‘EU Legislation in Progress’ briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative
procedure. Please note this document has been designed for on-line viewing.
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A digital revolution is transforming the world as we know it at unprecedented speed. Digital technologies have changed
the way businesses operate, how people connect and exchange information, and how they interact with the public and
private sectors. European businesses and citizens alike need an adequate policy framework and appropriate skills and
infrastructures to capture the enormous value created by the digital economy and make a success of digital
transformation. The European Union plays an active role in shaping the digital economy, with cross-policy initiatives
that range from boosting investment to reforming EU laws, to non-legislative actions to improve Member States'
coordination and exchange of best practices. The 2014-2019 parliamentary term has seen a number of initiatives in
the areas of digitalisation of industry and public services, investment in digital infrastructure and services, research
programmes, cybersecurity, e-commerce, copyright and data protection legislation. There is a growing awareness
among EU citizens that digital technologies play an important role in their everyday lives. In a 2017 survey, two-thirds
of Europeans said that these technologies have a positive impact on society, the economy and their own lives.
However, they also bring new challenges. A majority of respondents felt that the EU, Member States' authorities and
companies need to take action to address the impacts of these technologies. The European Union will increase its
support for digital transformation in the coming years, as illustrated by the recent proposal for the Digital Europe
programme (for 2021-2027) — which would be the first ever funding programme dedicated solely to supporting digital
transformation in the EU. Further EU action will doubtless be needed, notably to increase infrastructure investment,
boost innovation, foster digital champions and businesses digitalisation, reduce existing digital divides, remove
remaining barriers in the digital single market and ensure an adequate legal and regulatory framework in the areas of
advanced computing and data, artificial intelligence, and cybersecurity. The European Parliament, as co-legislator, is
closely involved in shaping the policy framework that will help citizens and businesses fully exploit the potential of
digital technologies. This is an update of an earlier briefing issued in advance of the 2019 European elections.
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Fertilising products are used to improve plant growth, mainly in agriculture, enabling higher crop yields. However, they
are associated with some challenges as regards security of supply, the environment and health. Although the 2003
Fertilisers Regulation, which aimed at ensuring an internal market in fertilisers, has been effective, it mainly addresses
mineral fertilisers and deters the introduction of new types of fertilisers. In March 2016, the Commission put forward a
legislative proposal on fertilising products, as announced in the circular economy action plan. The proposal modernises
the conformity assessment and market surveillance in line with the ‘new legislative framework’ for product legislation,
covers a wider range of fertilising products (including those manufactured from secondary raw materials), and sets
limits for the presence of heavy metals and contaminants in fertilising products. After completion of the legislative
procedure, the final act was signed on 5 June 2019. The regulation will apply in full from 16 July 2022. Fifth edition of a
briefing originally drafted by Didier Bourguignon. The ‘EU Legislation in Progress’ briefings are updated at key stages
throughout the legislative procedure. Please note this document has been designed for on-line viewing.
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The European Council Oversight Unit within the European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) monitors and
analyses the activities, commitments and impact of the European Council, so as to maximize parllamentary
understanding of the polmcal dynamics of this important institution. This new EPRS publication, 'Key issues in the
European Council', which will be updated quarterly to coincide with European Council meetings, aims to provide an
overview of the institution’s activities on major EU issues. It analyses nine policy areas, explaining the legal and
political background and the main priorities and orientations defined by the European Council. It also assesses the
results of European Council involvement to date and identifies future challenges in the various policy fields.
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The role of the European Council — to 'provide the Union with the necessary impetus for its development' and to define
its 'general political directions and priorities' — has evolved rapidly over the last decade. Since June 2014, the
European Council Oversight Unit within the European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS), the European
Parliament's in-house research service and think tank, has been monitoring and analysing the European Council's
delivery on commitments made in the conclusions of its meetings. This overview of European Council conclusions is a
new, updated and more comprehensive edition of the Rolling Check-List, which has been published regularly by the
European Council Oversight Unit since 2014. It distinguishes between four types of European Council conclusions
(commitments, reviews, endorsements and statements) and indicates the follow-up given to calls for action made by
EU leaders. It also offers an introductory analysis of each policy area, highlighting the background to the main
orientations given by the European Council, as well as the follow-up to them and the future challenges.
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The European Commission presented a legislative package for the modernisation of the EU copyright rules, including
a new directive on copyright in the digital single market, on 14 September 2016. Stakeholders and academics were
strongly divided on the proposal. In February 2019, after more than two years of protracted negotiations, the co-
legislators agreed on a new set of copyright rules, including two controversial provisions: 1) the creation of a new right
that will allow press publishers to claim remuneration for the online use of their publications (Article 15), and 2) the
imposition of content monitoring measures on online platforms such as YouTube, which seeks to resolve the 'value
gap' and help rights-holders to better monetise and control the distribution of their content online (Article 17).
Furthermore, in addition to the mandatory exception for text and data mining for research purposes proposed by the
Commission in its proposal, the co legislators agreed to enshrine in EU law another mandatory exception for general
text and data mining (Article 4) in order to contribute to the development of data analytics and artificial intelligence. The
European Parliament (in plenary) and the Council approved the compromise text in March 2019 and in April 2019
respectively. The directive was published on 15 May 2019 in the Official Journal of the European Union, and all
Member States must transpose the new rules into their national law by June 2021. Fifth edition. The 'EU Legislation in
Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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Politiikkayksikk® A tarjoaa korkealaatuista asiantuntemusta, ajantasaisia analyyseja ja riippumattomia tutkimuksia
seuraaville valiokunnille: ECON, EMPL, ENVI, ITRE ja IMCO. Tassa esitteessa keskitytaan politiikkayksikon
palveluihin IMCO-valiokunnalle.
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This study has been written by Bob Martens and Jorren Garrez of DLA Piper UK LLP and Cambridge Econometrics at
the request of the European Added Value Unit within the Directorate-General for Parliamentary Research Services
(EPRS) of the European Parliament.
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Robotics is a wide and multi-faceted domain, which crosses boundaries between many economics sectors and legal
disciplines. The perception of a need for some kind of Europe-wide legal framework to accompany the development of
robotic and artificial intelligence (Al) technologies is growing. A harmonised EU regulatory framework concerning
specifically liability and insurance regarding robotics and Al could provide greater legal certainty and promote trust. It
could also stimulate greater research and development activity by producers and increase the speed of uptake of
these two new emerging technologies by consumers, resulting in a possible positive impact in terms of GDP. Research
fsuggests lEhat, by 2030, EU GDP could be 0.04 % higher than it would otherwise be under the current regulatory
ramework.
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This study discusses European legal policy to ensure freedom to provide services and freedom of establishment since
2009, ex-amines the market-opening effects of enacted acts and pro-posals, and identifies legislative challenges that
the Union insti-tutions should address in the coming legislative period. It also addresses the specific Brexit-related
issues for the freedom to provide services.

This document was provided by Policy Department A, in collab-oration with IMCO Secretariat, at the request of the
IMCO Committee.
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The following in-depth analysis explores economic benefits of policy achievements related to European Consumer
Protection. Theoretical background indicates that measures aimed at improving consumer protection should provide
mostly positive wider economic impact. Analysed studies related to EU legislation provide numerous evidence that it is
the case indeed, however frequently lack quantification of effects. Some areas open for additional intervention are
suggested in the study.

This document was prepared for Policy Department A on request of the Committee on the Internal Market and
Consumer Protection.
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This report summarises the discussion that took place at the workshop on “Strengthening Competitiveness of the
Internal Market by Developing the EU Customs Union and its Governance”. The Union Customs Code is a key element
of the ongoing actions to modernise EU customs. With the aim of discussing the main challenges related to this topic
and the recent proposal of the European Commission to postpone the deadline of 2020, the workshop was hosted by
Ms Virginie Roziére, MEP.

This document was prepared by Policy Department A at the request of the Committee on Internal Market and
Consumer Protection.
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This Briefing forms part of a programme of research commissioned by the Internal Market and Consumer Protection
Committee of the European Parliament (‘the IMCO Committee’). The research programme has the aim of updating the
study undertaken for the IMCO Committee in 2014 on the “Contribution of the Internal Market and Consumer
Protection to Growth”. The overall aim is to provide background information and advice for IMCO Committee members
on the benefits of legislation established in the field of internal market and consumer protection and to reflect on
priority measures and actions to be undertaken in this field. A workshop was held in Brussels on 10th July 2018, at
which progress on this programme of research was presented and discussed.

This Briefing focusses on tools for use in the identification of optimal policy making and their application in the area of
the internal market and consumer protection. It uses the smart Single Market regulation concept — developed in earlier
research for the IMCO Committee - to present the tools for optimal policy making and to assess the development of
policy for the internal market and consumer protection.

First, some context is provided with a discussion of the Europe 2020 targets, the “Contribution to growth” report and
the Juncker Plan. Second, the smart Single Market regulation concept is introduced and finally policy developments
and legislation for the internal market and consumer protection are discussed with recommendations for improvements
to the policy-making process.
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Following a brief overview of the legal mechanisms provided for in the Treaty on the Functioning of the European
Union (TFEU), this study summarises and analyses the Directives and Regulations in the harmonised and non-
harmonised areas of the free movement of goods, adopted during the 7th and 8th electoral periods of the European
Parliament (2009—-2019). It will also highlight the rights that businesses and citizens enjoy under the current legislation,
and ways in which the legislation could be improved.

This document was prepared for Policy Department A on request of the Committee on the Internal Market and
Consumer Protection.

EN

Léhde : © Euroopan unioni, 2024 - EP 83


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/IPOL_IDA(2019)638400
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/IPOL_IDA(2019)638400
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2019/638400/IPOL_IDA(2019)638400_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/IPOL_BRI(2019)638399
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638399/IPOL_BRI(2019)638399_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/IPOL_STU(2019)638398
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/IPOL_STU(2019)638398
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638398/IPOL_STU(2019)638398_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/fi/legal-notice

Contributing to Growth: European Digital Single - Market Delivering improved rights for citizens and

businesses
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus
Paivamaara 15-05-2019

Ulkopuolinen laatija Prof. Alexandre de STREEL, University of Namur and CERRE (Centre on Regulation in Europe)
Christian HOCEPIED, University of Namur
With the assistance of Michael LOGNOUL and Zorana ROSIC, University of Namurl

Toimiala Ennakoiva suunnittelu | EP:n ja neuvoston hyvaksyma lainséadanto | Kuluttajansuoja | Lainsaadannon ja
toimintapolitiikan kaytannon arviointi | Sisdmarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Unionin oikeus: oikeusjarjestelma ja sdadokset

Hakusana digitaaliset sisamarkkinat | digitaalitalous | digitaalitekniikka | Euroopan rakentamistyé | EUROOPAN UNIONI |
Euroopan unionin oikeus | KAUPPA | kuluttajansuoja | kulutus | lainsdadannon lahentaminen | talouden rakenne |
TALOUSTIEDE | teknologia ja tekninen saantely | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS

Yhteenveto TThis study reviews all the rules adopted during the 8th Parliamentary legislature (2014-2019) to strengthen the Digital
Single Market. On that basis, the report analyses the rights and obligations as well as the institutions and procedures
created or improved in the main policy fields of the Digital Single Market (e-commerce and online platforms, e-
government, data and Al, cybersecurity, consumer protection and electronic communications networks and services).
Finally, the report identifies remaining gaps and possible actions for the forthcoming Parliament’s legislature.
ThisI study has been prepared for the IMCO Committee at the request of the Policy Department A of the European
Parliament.
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Yhteenveto This collection of studies summarizes the benefits of the legislation adopted by the European Parliament in the area of
free movement of goods, services, Digital Single Market and public procurement. These benefits are estimated at a
total amount of 985 billion euros annually. European legislation has further important potential in delivering economic
benefits for European citizens and businesses.
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Yhteenveto From the first canvas paintings to the production of musical instruments and contemporary cinema, art as we know it
would be simply impossible without resource to humanity’s historical cache of technology development. The reverse of
this relationship is also important, with the arts creating driving innovation and generating substantial demand for
technology products. In the course of their work, artists often develop new techniques and push the boundaries of the
imagination in ways that can provoke new directions in technology development.
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Yhteenveto This report examines how digital technology change is affecting artistic activity and how artistic activity is affecting
digital technology. Artistic activity is broadly defined to include design, film, computer games, architecture, music and
fashion as well as art. The focus is on digital technology’s role in creative activity. The study examines global trends
with a particular focus on the European Union (EU). It describes likely future trends and sets out policy options to
encourage activity at the intersection of artistic and technological skills.
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Understanding the past of art and technology can help us to navigate the present and future. Technology and art have
always been linked, and are now more intertwined than ever before. Technology and humanity create and shape each
other in profound ways. People are not distinct from the technologies they are surrounded by and use — they are also
defined and shaped by them. The present study contributes to our understanding of the cyclic nature of the intertwining
of technology and art, focussing on pre-digital eras
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The revision of the regulation on mutual recognition of goods was announced in the 2015 Single Market Strategy. The
Commission adopted its proposal in December 2017, which aimed to revise previous rules dating from 2008. This
regulation aims to improve the rules governing the trade of goods in the single market. Intra-EU trade remains twice as
big as extra-EU trade, and is rising constantly. This is, in large part, due to free movement of goods in the EU, which is
based on either harmonised product rules at the EU level or, where there are no harmonised rules, the principle of
mutual recognition under which goods lawfully marketed in one Member State may be sold in another Member State.
The proposal addressed a number of shortcomings in the application of the mutual recognition principle. A provisional
agreement between the co-legislators was reached on 22 November 2018. The text was adopted in plenary in
February 2019. The new rules will improve collaboration among national authoritites and enhance the role of national
product contact points. They will introduce a faster problem-solving procedure for disputes between companies and
national authorities, as well as a new voluntary declaration to be filled in by economic operators to prove lawful
marketing in an EU Member State. The new rules will apply from 19 April 2020. Fourth edition. The ‘EU Legislation in
Progress’ briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure. Please note this document has
been designed for on-line viewing.
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Cambodia is one of nearly 50 developing countries that enjoy duty-free access to EU markets under the Everything but
Arms scheme. In response to the country's deteriorating human rights situation, the EU is now considering whether to
withdraw trade preferences.
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The European Union's efforts to reduce the negative impacts of transport include promoting a shift from road freight
transport to lower-emission transport modes. This also includes combined transport operations, which consist of at
least one road leg for initial or final haulage and one non road leg, on rail or water. The 1992 Combined Transport
Directive set out measures that were meant to increase the competitiveness of combined transport against road-only
transport. In 2017, the Commission proposed to simplify the existing rules and make combined transport more
attractive by means of economic incentives. The European Parliament's Committee on Transport and Tourism adopted
its report in July 2018, and the Transport Council meeting of 3 December 2018 agreed a general approach. However,
as trilogue negotiations had not made progress on reaching a compromise, Parliament adopted a legislative resolution
at first reading on 27 March 2019, in advance of the European elections. Negotiations could restart in the new
parliamentary term. Fourth edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the
legislative procedure.
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This study contains an analysis of the legal aspects of protecting European consumers, advanced during the 7th and
8th legislative period of the European Parliament (2009 - 2019). It examines policy developments in the area of
consumer protection and (digital) single market, and identifies new substantive rights offered to EU consumers.

This document was provided by Policy Department A at the request of the Committee on the Internal Market and
Consumer Protection.
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The losses from customs and VAT fraud impact the Member States’ contributions to the EU budget. This study aims to
describe the current levels of fraud and map and analyse the effectiveness of the EU cooperation measures in tackling
fraud. The first conclusion is that the lack of methodology for measuring customs gap or its elements, such as losses
from customs fraud, prevents tailored risk based policy responses. As a second conclusion, current cooperation
channels are underused, but recent developments have been positive and new proposals are expected to strengthen
the joint fight against fraud.
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Highlights of the April | plenary session included debates on the Future of Europe with Swedish Prime Minister, Stefan
Lofven, and on UK withdrawal from the EU. Important debates also took place on several legislative proposals, and
Members voted on proposals including the mobility package files debated during the March Il plenary session on rules
for posted road transport workers and on working conditions for drivers. Parliament also adopted first-reading positions
on three further proposed funding programmes for the 2021-2027 period.
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This in-depth analysis was prepared by Policy Department A at the request of the ITRE Committee. It compares 5G
deployment in the EU with other leading economies — the USA, China, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Singapore and
Taiwan. On a range of indicators, the EU compares well. However, this is not a short-term race. 5G is more complex
than previous wireless technologies and should be considered as a long-term project to solve technical challenges and
develop a clear business case.

EN

Standards and the digitalisation of EU industry: Economic implications and policy developments

29-03-2024

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Tekija
Toimiala
Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Briefing

Briefing

27-03-2019

ZACHARIADIS IOANNIS AGAMEMNON
Sisamarkkinat ja tulliunioni

digitaaliset sisamarkkinat | digitaalitekniikka | Euroopan rakentamistyd | EUROOPAN UNIONI | eurooppalainen
standardi | teknologia ja tekninen sédantely | teknologinen muutos | teollinen vallankumous | TEOLLISUUS |
teollisuuspolitiikka ja teollisuuden rakenteet | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | uusi teknologia

Industrial production, both globally and in the EU, is undergoing a radical digital transformation. New advanced
manufacturing techniques rely primarily on innovative digital technologies, which cannot work in isolation, but are
based on connected ecosystems delivering collective technological breakthroughs. All of these new technologies
essentially rest on an interconnected ‘smart world', where objects, machines, people and the environment are
increasingly closely interlinked. The timely and harmonised adoption of technical standards is likely to play a pivotal
role in this context. Standards can facilitate the ongoing digitalisation of industry by promoting compatibility and
interoperability between products and processes; they can also transfer information between economic agents or
machines, while guaranteeing minimum levels of quality and safety. Crucially, standards can also become accelerators
of change, by promoting innovation and the uptake of new digital technologies. The EU has long recognised this key
role of standards in the overall efforts to remove barriers and unlock the growth potential of the economy. Yet,
progress in new technologies around the world is accelerating exponentially, and the development of new standards in
the field is increasingly taking place outside Europe. This trend could undermine the EU's future comparative
advantage and weaken the competitiveness of European industry in the long term. It therefore calls for a coordinated
effort to develop European technology standards that are not only more responsive to policy needs but are also agile,
open, more strongly linked to research and innovation, and importantly, better joined up.
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To end the biannual change of clocks that currently takes place in every Member State at the end of March and the
end of October, on 12 September 2018 the European Commission adopted a proposal to discontinue the seasonal
changes of time in the Union. The President of the European Commission, Jean-Claude Juncker, presented the
initiative in his State of the Union address as an issue of subsidiarity, underlining that 'Member States should
themselves decide whether their citizens live in summer or winter time'. The initiative, which would repeal existing
provisions governed by Directive 2000/84/EC, proposes a timetable to end seasonal clock-changing arrangements in a
coordinated way, in order to safeguard the proper functioning of the internal market and avoid the disruptions that this
may cause, for instance, to the transport or communications sectors. As the Council has decided that a proper impact
assessment should be conducted before it can reach a political agreement, the file is due to be closed at first reading,
with a vote in Parliament’s plenary in March 2019 on the TRAN committee’s report. Second edition. The 'EU
Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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In December 2018, the co-legislators reached an agreement on a European Commission proposal for facilitating the
cross-border provision of online TV and radio content. The co-legislators agreed to extend the ‘country of origin'
principle to a limited set of online services, and to facilitate the licensing of retransmission services over the internet
under certain conditions. Furthermore, at the request of the European Parliament, the compromise text contains new
rules on 'direct injection’, a process used increasingly by broadcasters to transmit their programmes to the public. The
compromise also includes a change of the instrument from a regulation into a directive in order to leave flexibility to the
Member States to implement the new rules on 'direct injection'. The Member States' negotiators and the Legal Affairs
Committee (JURI) endorsed the political agreement in January 2019. The compromise text must now gain the approval
of the European Parliament during the March Il plenary session. Second edition. The ‘EU Legislation in Progress’
briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.

EN

The European Council and the completion of the single market

29-03-2024

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Tekija
Toimiala
Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Briefing

Briefing

21-03-2019

VUKOVIC MARKO

EP:n ja neuvoston hyvaksyma lainsaadanto | Sisamarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Teollisuus

digitaalitalouden verottaminen | EU:n pankkiunioni | EU:n talous- ja raha-asiat | EU:n teollisuuspolitiikka | Euroopan
rakentamistyd | Euroopan strategisten investointien rahasto | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja
unionin virkamieskunta | Eurooppa-neuvosto | FINANSSIASIAT | iso data | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTA | oikeudet ja
vapaudet | OIKEUS | padomamarkkinaunioni | pAdomien vapaa liikkkuvuus | rahatalous | sisamarkkinat | taloudellinen
kasvu | taloudellinen tilanne | TALOUSTIEDE | tekijanoikeus | TEOLLISUUS | teollisuuspolitiikka ja teollisuuden
rakenteet | tieto ja tiedonkasittely | tietotekniikka ja tietojenkésittely | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS |
tutkimus ja immateriaalioikeus | verotus | yksityisyyden suoja

When will the EU’s single market be complete? See how the Heads of State or Government pushed for the completion
of the single market, digital single market and capital markets union.
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On 29 January 2019, the European Parliament and the Council reached a provisional agreement on the European
Commission's proposal for a directive regulating the private-law aspects of contracts for the supply of digital content
and digital services in the internal market. The directive would, for the first time, harmonise some aspects of such
contracts at EU level. The co-legislators agreed that embedded digital content would not be regulated by this directive,
but rather by that on sale of goods. They also agreed that the duration of legal guarantees for digital content and
services would not be fully harmonised but that national laws should not limit it to less than two years; that for the first
year from delivery the burden of proof should be on the supplier; and that traders would be required to provide
updates. The directive would also establish what remedies consumers are entitled to and the order in which they can
be used. Parliament is expected to vote on the provisional agreement during the March Il plenary session. Fifth edition
of a briefing originally drafted by Rafa Mako. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages
throughout the legislative procedure. To view previous editions of this briefing, please see: PE 614.707 (February
2018). A more recent edition of this document is available. Find it by searching by the document title at this address:
http://lwww.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/home.html

EN

European Council Conclusions: A Rolling Check-List of Commitments to Date

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Tekija
Toimiala

Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Tutkimus

Tutkimus
20-03-2019
ANGHEL Suzana Elena | BACIAN Izabela Cristina | DRACHENBERG Ralf | VUKOVIC MARKO

Aluekehitys | Energia | EP:n ja neuvoston hyvaksyma lainsaadantd | Ihmisoikeudet | Kansainvéalinen kauppa |
Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu | Koulutus | Lainsdddannon saattaminen osaksi kansallista lainsaadantoa ja
taytantdonpano | Rahoitus- ja pankkiasiat | Sisdmarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Sosiaalipolitiikka | Talous- ja raha-asiat |
Turvallisuus ja puolustus | Tyéllisyys | Ulkosuhteet | Unionin oikeus: oikeusjarjestelma ja sadadokset | Vapauden,
turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue | Ymparisto

EU:n strategia | EU:n ymparistopolitiikkka | Euroopan rakentamisty6 | Euroopan sosiaalipolitikka | EUROOPAN UNIONI
| Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | Eurooppa-neuvosto | sosiaalinen elama | talouspolitiikka |
talouspolitikka | TALOUSTIEDE | yhteinen ulko- ja turvallisuuspolitiikka | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET |
YMPARISTO | ympéristopolitiikka

The role of the European Council — to 'provide the Union with the necessary impetus for its development' and to define
its 'general political directions and priorities' — has evolved rapidly over the last decade. Since June 2014, the
European Council Oversight Unit within the European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS), the European
Parliament's in-house research service and think tank, has been monitoring and analysing the European Council's
delivery on commitments made in the conclusions of its meetings. This overview of European Council conclusions is a
new, updated and more comprehensive edition of the Rolling Check-List, which has been published regularly by the
European Council Oversight Unit since 2014. It distinguishes between four types of European Council conclusions
(commitments, reviews, endorsements and statements) and indicates the follow-up given to calls for action made by
EU leaders. It also offers an introductory analysis of each policy area, highlighting the background to the main
orientations given by the European Council, as well as the follow-up to them and the future challenges.
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As part of efforts to improve compliance with consumer protection rules, the European Commission has proposed a
directive on representative actions for the protection of collective interests of consumers. The proposal, presented as
part of the 'New Deal for Consumers', aims to enable consumers across the EU to use representative actions to
demand compensation from companies that infringe their rights. The European Parliament is expected to vote on its
first-reading position during the March Il plenary session.
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Yhteenveto On 13 February 2019, after more than two years of protracted negotiations, Parliament and Council negotiators
reached a provisional agreement on the proposal for an EU directive on copyright. The compromise, approved by the
Legal Affairs Committee and by the Council, is due to be voted by Parliament in plenary during March.
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Yhteenveto On 29 January 2019, the European Parliament and the Council reached a provisional agreement on the Commission
proposal for a new directive on the consumer sale of goods. The Commission's original proposal, from 2015, which
was intended to lay down rules on online and other distance sales of goods only, was replaced on 31 October 2017 by
an amended version. This sought to replace entirely the existing Consumer Sales Directive dating from 1999, and
regulate contracts concluded both online and offline. The provisional agreement on the proposal reached between the
Parliament and Council would allow Member States to decide on a legal guarantee of longer than two years and
extend the period during which it is presumed that the goods were faulty from the start. Parliament is due to vote on
the agreement during the March Il 2019 plenary. Fourth edition, based on a briefing originally drafted by Rafa Mako.
The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure. To view
previous versions of this briefing, please see: PE 614.744 (March 2018). "A more recent edition of this document is
available. Find it by searching by the document title at this address:
http://lwww.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/home.html"
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Yhteenveto This study analyses the impact on labour mobility and employment of the 2013 revision of the Professional
Qualifications Directive (DIR 2005/36) and related EU initiatives. It analyses trends in mobility and recognition,
focussing on the health sector and four country case studies- Germany, Italy, the Netherlands and Romania. It reports
findings from consultations with stakeholders at EU and national level and highlights best practice.

This document was provided by Policy Department A at the request of the European Parliament’s Employment and
Social Affairs Committee.
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This study summarizes the current literature on the economic benefits of the free movement of goods in the EU Single
Market. A theory-grounded sectoral gravity model has found that EU Single Market increased real income in the
European Union by approximately 6,43%. Furthermore, we discuss ex-ante analyses of the benefits of legislation that
enhances European Market integration.

This document was commissioned by the Policy Department A at the request of the European Parliament's Committee
on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO)..
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This in-depth analysis was prepared by Policy Department A at the request of the IMCO Committee to provide
background information on rights and benefits delivered to European citizens by developments of the EU Customs
Union and on the potential for further achievements.
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To ensure the full participation of people with disabilities in society, and to reduce the fragmentation of legislation
governing their access to products and services, the European Commission adopted a proposal for a new directive —
often referred to as the European Accessibility Act. This would provide a common EU definition of, and implementation
framework for, accessibility requirements for certain products and services in the internal market. Following the
completion of trilogue negotiations, which resulted in a provisional agreement in December 2018, the European
Parliament is expected to vote on the proposal in plenary during March.
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The European Commission proposed to increase EU resilience and response to cyber-attacks via a permanent
mandate and an enhanced role for the EU Agency for Network Information Security (ENISA), the EU cybersecurity
agency. It also envisages creating the first EU cybersecurity certification framework for ICT products and services,
where ENISA will play an important role. The European Parliament's Industry, Research and Energy Committee
(ITRE) adopted its report on 10 July 2018, as well as a mandate to enter into interinstitutional negotiations. The
Council adopted its mandate on 8 June 2018. During the fifth trilogue meeting on 10 December 2018 an agreement
was reached. It is due to be voted by Parliament in plenary during March.
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koskeva vastuuvapaus

This rolling checklist presents an overview of the European Court of Auditors’ (ECA) special reports, concentrating on

those relevant for the 2017 discharge procedure. It strives to link the research topics of the special reports to the

relevant debates and positions within the European Parliament, including the working documents of the Committee on

Eudgetal;y Control, the work of the specialised parliamentary committees, plenary resolutions and individual questions
y Members.
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Since 2003, national competition authorities (NCAs) have boosted the enforcement of EU competition and antitrust
rules significantly. However, each year losses of €181-320 billion accrue because of undiscovered cartels, which
increase prices by between 17 % and 30 % on average. In March 2017, the Commission proposed a new directive to
ensure that all NCAs have effective investigation and decision-making tools, could impose deterrent fines, and have
well-designed leniency programmes and enough resources to enforce EU competition rules independently. On 30 May
2018, Parliament and Council reached an agreement on the proposal in trilogue. It increases the independence,
resources and powers of NCAs and envisages more harmonisation of the national leniency programmes and reduced
burdens on undertakings. Parliament adopted the text on 14 November 2018, the final act was signed on 11
December 2018. Third edition. The ‘EU Legislation in Progress’ briefings are updated at key stages throughout the
legislative procedure.
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The study surveys generic economic impact studies on services in the single market, summarizes the achievements of
the EU legislator in the single services market in the period 2010 — 2018 as well as the principal non-legislative
initiatives, discusses the estimated economic benefits of those achievements up to 2018 and attempts to identify the
potential for further economic benefits in the near future. Suggestions for continued and new initiatives for the single
services market are provided.

This document was prepared by Policy Department A: Economic and Scientific Policy, at the request of the Committee
for the Internal Market and Consumer Protection.
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One of the main rules enabling the frictionless trade in goods in the EU, in the absence of specific EU rules, is the
principle of mutual recognition, under which goods lawfully marketed in one Member State may be sold in another
Member State. To address a number of shortcomings in the application of this principle, the Commission proposed to
revise the current rules, which date back to 2008. In November 2018, the European Parliament and Council reached
agreement in trilogue negotiations on the proposal, which is now scheduled to be voted by Parliament at first reading
during the February plenary session.
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The Commission is a legislative measure to introduce measures to prevent the misuse of hosting services for the
dissemination of terrorist content online. This initial appraisal of the Commission’s impact assessment on the proposal
finds that the impact assessment clearly determines the problems with the status quo, but is short on detail in outlining
the options to tackle these problems. The Impact assessment is particularly sensitive to concerns of encroachment on
fundamental rights and freedoms and makes a distinctive effort to highlight the proportionality of the measures
proposed and the safeguards to fundamental rights and freedoms integrated within.
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On 14 September 2016, the European Commission proposed an updated regulation on the Body of European
Regulators of Electronic Communications (BEREC). The proposal aims at transforming BEREC into a fully fledged
agency. The Commission proposes allocating new tasks to BEREC and granting it legally binding powers. New tasks
include providing guidelines for national regulatory authorities (NRAs) on geographical surveys, developing common
approaches to meet end-user interests, and also developing common approaches to deliver peer-reviewed opinions on
draft national measures (e.g. radio spectrum assignments) and on cross-border disputes. In June 2018, Parliament
and Council found a compromise in trilogue. The BEREC office will have legal personality, but not BEREC itself, which
remains a body of NRAs. Parliament and Council also agreed on giving new tasks to BEREC and on moving from
simple majority to two-thirds majority for key decisions of the Board of Regulators and of the Management Board. The
final act was signed on 10 December 2018, and entered into force on 20 December 2018. Fourth edition. The ‘EU
Legislation in Progress’ briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure. Please note this
document has been designed for on-line viewing.
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While we often talk about the need to achieve acceptance of technology in the face of real and potential public
opposition, there are frequently gaps between how regulators, developers and experts conceptualise acceptance and
opposition. Here, we examine some prominent conceptualisations and suggest that, rather than responding to public
opposition with information campaigns designed to transform citizens into acceptors, strategies for managing public
acceptability should include meaningful dialogues that aim to create better technologies which are not only acceptable
to citizens, but can even be actively supported by them.
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The .eu TLD is the domain name of the European Union, as well as its citizens, and in use since 2005. According to
the European Commission, the existence of a specific domain name for the European Union under a clear and
recognisable common label is an important and valuable building block for an online Union identity. The Commission
has adopted a proposal to ensure that the .eu legal framework still serve its intended purpose and values and is future-
proof. The Parliament and Council reached a negotiated agreement on the proposal, which is scheduled to be voted
by Parliament at first reading during the January Il plenary session.
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One of the 16 key elements of the Commission’s digital single market strategy, presented in 2015, was a legislative
proposal to facilitate the free flow of non-personal data. The mid-term review of the digital single market in 2017
identified the data economy as one of the top three priority areas in the second half of the strategy’s implementation. It
found the European data economy could grow 18-fold, given favourable policy and legislative conditions, representing
4 % of EU GDP by 2020. On 13 September 2017, the Commission tabled a proposal for a regulation aimed at
removing obstacles to the free movement of non-personal data across borders. It focuses on removing the
geographical restrictions on data storage in the internal market, a move long demanded by stakeholders. In addition,
the Commission proposes self-regulation to facilitate switching cloud-service-providers for professional users. Other,
less widely agreed aspects, such as access rights and liability were left for future proposals. The European Parliament
adopted the legislation on 3 October 2018 and it was approved by the Council of Ministers on 9 November. The
regulation was signed by both institutions on 14 November and published in the Official Journal on 28 November. It will
be directly applicable in all Member States from 18 June 2019. Fourth edition. The ‘EU Legislation in Progress’
briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure. Please note this document has been
designed for on-line viewing.
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In freight transport, handling of paper documents creates administrative burden and inefficiency to transport logistics
chains. The use of electronic documents in this respect would improve the efficiency of transport, especially in
multimodal and cross-border transport, and facilitate the functioning of the single market. The IA accompanying the
Commission’s legislative proposal, which aims to foster the electronic exchange of documents and information,
provides a good presentation of the problems, objectives and policy options. It appears that the stakeholders’ views
have been taken into account when making a choice of the preferred option. On the other hand, the IA could have
explained estimated impacts of the initiative in more depth, in particular concerning the expected social and
environmental impacts.
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Numerous legislative measures have been initiated or enacted in support of the overall achievement of a Digital Single
Market (DSM). This in-depth analysis provides a brief stock-taking of what has been achieved in economic terms, of
what remains to be done, and of candidate initiatives for the next legislative term.

The study was prepared by Policy Department A on the request of European Parliament’s Committee on the Internal
Market and Consumer Protection.
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This study evaluates the objectives of legislative actions in the area of public procurement during the 7th and 8th
legislature and assesses the contribution of current initiatives to the achievement of EU objectives. This document
provides for a critical analysis of the legal framework of the public procurement regime and identifies the future
potential of European public procurement..

This document was prepared by Policy Department A: Economic and Scientific Policy, at the request of the Committee
for the Internal Market and Consumer Protection.
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Artificial Intelligence is a booming field of scientific discovery and practical deployments. Once a mostly academic area
of study, twenty-first century Al enables a spectrum of mainstream technologies that are having a substantial impact on
everyday lives. In many cases, already now, Al accompanies the users in our everyday errands and professional lives.
In the future it will not only reshape business, public administration, health care, finances or education, but may also
contribute to solving grand civilizational challenges such as climate change, hunger or inequality. The phase of Al
massively transforming society, economy, and politics has already begun.
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Yhteenveto Electricity production from renewable sources such as wind and solar energy is expanding rapidly in Europe and
around the world. However, integrating these fluctuating sources into the grid is increasingly becoming a challenge for
grid operators that need to match electricity supply with demand. Switching over to a new electricity market system
where the demand would better adapt to the supply could be crucial for the success of the transition towards a low-
carbon society.
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Yhteenveto The European Commission has proposed to further liberalise EU rules on the hire of vehicles without drivers for the
carriage of goods by road. The European Parliament adopted its negotiating position in June 2018. Member States,
however, concerned with the possible erosion of tax revenues from vehicle registration and enforcement issues, could
not agree a common approach. As negotiations cannot start without progress on the Council's side, the file has been
put on the January plenary agenda with the intention to close the first reading in Parliament.
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The meetings on 13-14 2018 of EU Heads of State or Government dealt with a more comprehensive agenda than
originally foreseen. The European Council set a timeline for the negotiations of the MFF, assessed the implementation
of its comprehensive approach to migration, and announced an in-depth discussion on the Single Market for next
spring. On external relations, it discussed the upcoming summit with the League of Arab States, expressed its concern
regarding the escalation at the Azov Sea, welcomed progress in the field of security and defence and addressed
disinformation. Additionally, EU Heads of State or Government issued conclusions on climate change, fight against
racism and xenophobia, as well as citizens' dialogues and citizens' consultations.
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The fact that print and digital publications have been subject to separate value added tax (VAT) rates essentially
means that products that are considered to be comparable and substitutable have been treated differently to one
another. This situation resulted from rules which, on the one hand, allowed Member States to apply reduced rates to
printed publications, but on the other excluded this possibility for digital publications. In addition, the evolution in the
VAT framework means that VAT on digital services should be levied in the Member State where the consumer is
based (thus protecting the single market from application of different rates within a Member State because of the
different location of providers). The question of broadening the possibility to apply reduced rates to all publications, be
they print or digital, was addressed as part of the VAT digital single market package. The amendment to the VAT
directive was adopted by the Council on 6 November 2018, after the European Parliament had delivered its opinion on
1 June 2017. The new rules allow Member States to apply the reduced rate to e-publications, as from 4 December
2018.
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As part of the ‘compliance package’, the Commission intends to provide a single digital entry point to offer easy and
efficient online access for businesses and citizens, comprising: (1) information about Union and national law and
administrative requirements, (2) procedures, such as company registration, and (3) services providing assistance upon
request. The portal would serve start-ups and growing companies, as well as helping companies conducting business
in another country. Access to these services would be non-discriminatory, i.e. citizens and businesses from other
Member States would have full access to the information and services, and this not only in the language used in the
country in which they want to do business. The proposal builds on several existing schemes, such as single points of
entry at national level; these cover only a few fields, are not always interconnected, suffer from being little known and
are therefore underutilised. In May 2018, trilogues concluded with a provisional agreement, which was then confirmed
by both Parliament and Council. The final act was signed on 2 October 2018.
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This in-depth analysis explores the mechanisms of “fake news” and its societal costs in the Digital Single Market. It
describes the risks to the integrity of information and to the integrity of elections. It highlights the roles of the various
actors involved in the production and amplification of such information disorders. Finally, it outlines responses that are
being tested in different parts of Europe to deal with the issue.

The document has been provided by Policy Department A at the request of the European Parliament Committee on
the Internal Market and Consumer Protection.
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Numerous legislative measures have been initiated or enacted in support of the overall achievement of a Digital Single
Market (DSM). This in-depth analysis provides a brief stock-taking of what has been achieved in economic terms, of
what remains to be done, and of candidate initiatives for the next legislative term.

The study was prepared by Policy Department A on the request of European Parliament’s Committee on the Internal
Market and Consumer Protection.
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The role of the European Council — to 'provide the Union with the necessary impetus for its development' and to define
its 'general political directions and priorities' — has evolved rapidly over the last decade. Since June 2014, the
European Council Oversight Unit within the European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS), the European
Parliament's in-house research service and think-tank, has been monitoring and analysing the European Council's
delivery on commitments made in the conclusions of its meetings. This overview of European Council conclusions is a
new, updated and more comprehensive edition of the Rolling Check-List which has been published regularly by the
European Council Oversight Unit since 2014. It is designed to review the degree of progress in achieving the goals
th?(tjthe European Council has set itself and to assist the Parliament in exercising its important oversight role in this
field.
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Within the context of the multiannual financial framework the Commission is proposing a cluster of four instruments
under three funds to deal with migration borders and security. This initial appraisal of the Commission’s impact
assessment on the proposals acknowledges the necessity for impact assessments in relation to financial framework
programmes to have a simplified format and scope differing from standard impact assessments and that the document
in question sets out the rationale for the new instruments and explains the choices made in their design. It finds
however that the level of analysis conducted and the measure of the departure from the standard methodology and
format of impact assessments weaken its potential to inform decision-making.

EN

Léhde : © Euroopan unioni, 2024 - EP 98


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/IPOL_STU(2018)631048
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/IPOL_STU(2018)631048
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/631048/IPOL_STU(2018)631048_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_STU(2018)627148
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/627148/EPRS_STU(2018)627148_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_BRI(2018)627158
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2018/627158/EPRS_BRI(2018)627158_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/fi/legal-notice

Expedited settlement of commercial disputes in the European Union

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Tekija
Toimiala

Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Tutkimus

Tutkimus
05-12-2018
EVAS Tatjana

Kansainvalinen yksityisoikeus ja oikeudellinen yhteisty6 yksityisoikeuden alalla | Sisamarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Sopimus-
, kauppa- ja yhtidoikeus

kansainvalinen kaupan valitysmenettely | kansainvélinen kauppa | KAUPPA | kauppariita | oikeudenkéayntikelpoisuus |
oikeudenkayntimenettely | OIKEUS | oikeus | standardien yhdenmukaistaminen | teknologia ja tekninen saantely |
TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | vaihtoehtoinen riidanratkaisu

The EU legal services market is the second largest in the world. Commercial, business to business (B2B) litigation is
one of the largest segments of the legal services market. The EU measures on choice of law, choice of forum and
enforcement proved to be successful in supporting EU competitiveness. However, to enhance competitiveness of the
EU litigation market and ensure further growth, a set of EU measures to simplify and expedite settlement of
commercial disputes is needed. The EU measures should focus on the enhancement of procedural efficiency, among
other things, by taking action to reduce length of procedure. The 2018 European Added Value Assessment (EAVA)
suggests that the EU actions to expedite settlement of commercial disputes could generate European added value for
the EU economy and businesses in the range of 4.6 to 5.7 billion EUR annually. The European added value can be
created through increase in direct contribution of litigation services revenues to the EU economy and through reduction
of opportunity costs to business associated with length of judicial proceedings.
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The impact assessment provides a good overview of the problems facing EU customs cooperation that need to be
tackled after 2020, and sets out well the rationale for the new programme. However, the overall analysis is undermined
by the limited range of viable options and the absence of a proper comparison of the options and assessment of their
impacts, contrary to the Better Regulation guidelines. A more thorough assessment would have helped to better
explain the choice of the preferred option.
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The Commission’s proposal to establish a Single Market Programme for the period 2021-2027 would merge various
existing and new programmes in the field of the Single Market. The impact assessment accompanying the proposal
describes well the problems and the objectives addressing them, and provides a solid source of data. It also explains
the relationship between different programmes and funds. The IA compares three options against the parameters of
flexibility, simplification, synergies and feasibility, but does not provide a proper impact analysis of the options, as
required in the Better Regulation Guidelines. Furthermore, the 1A could have presented the scope of the programme
more clearly. In addition, it would have been useful to have more information about the governance of the preferred
option and the implementation of the health dimension.
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Yhteenveto The Commission aims to upgrade the visa information system to allow for more thorough background checks on visa
applicants, close security information gaps and ensure full interoperability with other EU-wide databases. This initial
appraisal of the Commission’s impact assessment on the proposal observes that the impact assessment is
underpinned by several stakeholder consultations and external studies. The Commission seems to be transparent
about data limitations. However, the problem descriptions are not always clear or convincing. In addition, considering
the partly highly sensitive issues at hand, such as the fingerprinting of minors, the safeguards for fundamental rights
protection in cases of errors or abuse could have been better explained.
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Yhteenveto This initial appraisal assesses the strengths and weaknesses of the European Commission's impact assessment
accompanying its proposal for establishing the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) for the 2021-2027 period. CEF is an
EU funding instrument designed to promote and part-finance the construction of pivotal cross border transport, energy
and telecommunications infrastructure links between the EU's Member States. The proposal intends to support the
achievement of the EU policy objectives in the transport, energy and digital sectors as regards the trans-European
networks and to support cross-border cooperation between Member States on renewables planning and deployment.
The appraisal concludes that the impact assessment (IA) provides a good description of the policy challenges of the
new CEF based on the mid-term evaluation of the programme. The |A envisages a change in the scope for the digital
and energy sectors. Alternative options are identified for the energy sector only. The IA would have benefited from
better illustrating if, and in case how, the preferred option would take advantage from the existing, or forthcoming,
legislation in establishing the envisaged enabling framework for cross-border cooperation on renewables. The IA does
not discuss social or environmental impacts of the proposed measures and economic impacts are discussed for the
energy sector only. Potential impacts on SMEs are not discussed, although SMEs might have deserved some analysis
considering the specific objectives of the trans-European networks for the digital sector. An analysis regarding the
impact on competitiveness appears to be missing as well. The final version of the IA appears to have addressed
almost entirely the improvements requested by the Regulatory Scrutiny Board.
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Yhteenveto This in-depth analysis was prepared by Policy Department A at the request of the ITRE Committee. It examines the
impacts one year after implementation of the EU’s Roaming Regulation that introduced Roam Like at Home (RLAH),
by reviewing both the retail and wholesale markets. The retail roaming market was found to be performing well for
most stakeholders. However, in the wholesale market, adjusting the wholesale price cap is necessary so that MVNOs
may compete more effectively.
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Yhteenveto In order to stimulate infrastructure investment and bring the EU telecom rules up to date with technological
developments and changing consumer demands and habits, the European Commission put forward two legislative
proposals in 2016: a directive establishing the European Electronic Communications Code and a regulation on the
Body of European Regulators of Electronic Communications (BEREC). The European Parliament is expected to vote
during its November | plenary session on the texts agreed with the Council in trilogue negotiations.
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Yhteenveto The present work provides a study of analysis of the EU Court of Justice’s Polbud judgment on the cross-border
conversion. It has been commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and
Constitutional Affairs at the request of the JURI Committee. This study focuses on the implications of the judgment for
the freedom of establishment of companies across the EU, including the potential risk of “forum and tax shopping” as
well as for the protection of creditors, minority shareholders and workers.
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Yhteenveto The link between high consumption of trans fats, sugar and salt, found in high amounts in processed food, and an
increased risk of cardiovascular diseases (CVDs), type 2 diabetes and various cancers is well established. In the
current food market, calorie-rich, processed food, wrapped with ambiguous labels, is readily available, cheap and
heavily promoted. But what if consumers could be prompted to make healthier food choices?
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In April 2018, the European Parliament's Special Committee on Financial Crimes, Tax Evasion and Tax Avoidance
(TAX3) requested a study on shell companies in the EU. In response to this request, the Ex-Post Evaluation Unit
(EVAL) and the European Added Value Unit (EAVA) of the European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS)
prepared this study. The study aims to contribute to a better understanding of the phenomenon of shell companies in
the European Union. In particular, it approaches the issue through a set of ‘proxy’ indicators at a member state level. It
proceeds by presenting main risks associated with the shell companies. Finally, if presents policies aiming at mitigating
these identified risks.
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The Trump Administration’s trade policy is driven by the belief that previous Administrations have let other countries
take advantage of the United States for foreign policy reasons, as demonstrated by America’s more open trade regime
and its trade deficits. It is determined to end this perceived imbalance by demanding reciprocity instead, and is willing
to use tough tactics to achieve this through strict enforcement of its procurement and trade defense law; expansive tax
provisions; bringing the WTO dispute settlement to a halt; withdrawing from and forcing others to renegotiate existing
bilateral and multilateral agreements; adopting a novel “national security” argument to justify breaking WTO tariff
commitments for steel, aluminum and possibly autos; and enacting punitive tariffs on billions of dollars of imports from
China, possibly threatening a trade war. The scenarios for U.S.-EU trade relations as well as the global trading system
are anything but rosy. The EU can stand up to the Administration’s “bullying,” or it can take advantage of America’s
need for a “re-balancing” to build its own stature by taking simple steps to improve EU-U.S. trade, forging a way
forward in the WTO, and providing necessary leadership to address the dangers China’s economic system poses to
the global trading order.
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The scope of the problem could have been defined in more precise terms. Furthermore, it remains unclear how the
proposed options could help achieve one of the two general objectives of the initiative namely enabling or building an
online European identity as the options (including the preferred one) are mostly concerned with the technical
improvements of the regulatory framework. Stakeholder views do not appear to be fully reflected in the report and it is
unclear how they fed into the IA. A more thorough integration of the recommendations of the Regulatory Scrutiny
Board, which appear to be only partially addressed, would have benefited the quality if the IA.
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As part of the group of specific IAs accompanying the MFF proposals, this IA provides a detailed overview of the
proposed regulation establishing the new NDICI focusing on the main considerations behind the large-scale overhaul
of the existing financial framework in the field of EU external policy. The Commission has engaged broadly with a wide
range of stakeholders and did a thorough stock-taking through a mid-term review of ten existing instruments. However
as alternative options are not elaborated beyond a brief comparison of advantages and risks of merging the existing
instruments into a broader one, it remains rather difficult to fully assess the proposed merger of different instruments
as the only option available. Finally, a clearer account of how the stakeholder views fed into the analysis and a more
thorough response to the scrutiny of the RSB, would have benefited this impact assessment.
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Despite its strong position in science, research and innovation, Europe lags behind when it comes to deploying digital
capacities and taking up advanced digital technologies. That's why the European Commission proposed a new
programme - the Digital Europe Programme - to support the deployment and optimal use of the digital capacities that
underpin innovation in areas of public interest and business. This briefing provides you with an appraisal of the quality
of the impact assessment, which accompanies the Commission's proposal.
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One of the most appealing aspects of blockchain technology is the degree of transparency that it can provide.
Blockchain has the potential to improve supply chains and clinical trials, enforce the law, enable responsible
consumption and enhance democratic governance through a traceability of information as a means of ensuring that
nothing is unduly modified. The level of transparency that blockchain brings forward adds a degree of accountability
that has not existed to date. At the same time, one of the most appealing aspects of blockchain technology is the
degree of privacy that it can provide. How could blockchain safeguard the rights to privacy and control over one’s data,
whilst promoting data transparency?
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Technological systems, once introduced in a particular socio-economic context, often evolve in unforeseen ways and
may fall prey to unexpected power relations. Blockchain, as a technology that relies on decentralisation to enable
storing and securing data-based transactions without central administration, is currently facing significant centralisation
pressures that may undermine the purpose of operating a decentralised blockchain network. But what if blockchain
fulfilled its promise to be truly decentralised?

EN

What if blockchain were to be truly decentralised?

Union Customs Code

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Tekija
Toimiala
Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Tutkimus

Tutkimus

26-09-2018

SCHERRER Amandine Marie Anne
Sisamarkkinat ja tulliunioni

EU:n tullimenettely | EU:n tuonti | EU:n vientikauppa | hallintotapa | kauppa | KAUPPA | POLITIIKKA | tariffipolitiikka |
tullijarjestelméan yhdenmukaistaminen | tullimaaraykset | taytantoonpanovalta ja julkinen hallinto

The study examines whether the Union Customs Code is being properly implemented for the benefit of the European
consumers, businesses and EU budget. It covers the complex legislative and administrative framework of the UCC and
its governance structure. It assesses the impact of the transitional measures attached to the UCC. It moreover
addresses the specific challenges raised in the area of E-Commerce.
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In 2017, the European Commission adopted a proposal for a regulation on a framework for the free flow of non-
personal data across the EU. This proposal was presented as one of the key actions in the mid-term review of the
Digital Single Market strategy. The European Parliament is due to vote on the text agreed in trilogue negotiations
during its October | plenary session.
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The European Commission recently issued a legislative proposal to increase the general safety of vehicles. This
briefing provides an initial analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the impact assessment accompanying this
proposal. The IA provides a thorough problem definition and presents measures to tackle it. However, the link between
problem definition and the options could have been more straightforward and the analysis, including numerous
simulations and quantifications based on four different models, could have been more transparent and clear. While the
IA focuses on the cost for manufacturers on the one side and the societal benefits of prevented or mitigated casualties
on the other, it excludes (or only touches upon briefly) other aspects, such as macroeconomic or indirect impacts and
the privacy of data as regards the use of new technologies.
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This note, prepared by Policy Department A for the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs, gives an overview
of five studies on Mis-selling of financial products which were published in June 2018.
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This report summarises discussion which took place at the workshop “Free Flow of Data - A Cornerstone of the Digital
Single Market”. The free flow of data is a complex issue with the potential to strongly influence the EU economy. With
the aim of discussing the main challenges related to this topic and the recently proposed draft regulation of the
European Commission, the workshop was hosted by Ms Anna Maria CORAZZA BILDT (MEP), Vice-President of the
IMCO Committee in the European Parliament.

This document was prepared by Policy Department A at the request of the Committee on Internal Market and
Consumer Protection.
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Proceedings summarise the EP-EUI roundtable on the Strategy for Artificial Intelligence in Europe. The roundtable with
academics from European University Institute involved MEP Roa THUN (Chair of the Digital Single Market Working
Group of the Committee for the Internal Market and Consumer Protection), MEP Mady DELVAUX (MEP), Mr Riccardo
RIBERA D’ALCALA, Director-General of DG IPOL, European Parliament, Ms Catelijne MULLER (European Economic
and Social Committee), and Dr Cecile HUET, the Deputy Head of Robotics and Artificial Intelligence Unit in DG
CNECT

This document was prepared by Policy Department A in the framework of scientific cooperation between European
Parliament and European University Institute.
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Yhteenveto In order to facilitate the freedom of establishment for companies, the Commission is proposing rules regarding the use
of digital tools and processes throughout companies’ lifecycles and rules regarding cross-border conversions, mergers
and divisions. This initial appraisal of the Commission’s impact assessment on the proposals observes that the impact
assessment is very wide in scope and hence quite complex, but nevertheless manages to make a persuasive case to
back the regulatory action being proposed

Briefing EN

Copyright in the digital single market
Julkaisutyyppi Lyhyesti
pPaivamaara 05-09-2018
Tekija MADIEGA Tambiama André
Toimiala Immateriaalioikeus | Sisémarkkinat ja tulliunioni

Hakusana audiovisuaalinen teollisuus | digitaaliset sisdmarkkinat | direktiivi (EU) | Euroopan rakentamisty6 | EUROOPAN UNIONI
| Euroopan unionin oikeus | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTA | lainséadannon lahentaminen | tekijanoikeus | TUOTANTO,
TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | tutkimus ja immateriaalioikeus | viestinta

Yhteenveto A European Commission proposal to adapt EU copyright law to the digital environment has sharply divided
stakeholders, academics and MEPs. Parliament is now preparing to debate and vote on the JURI committee’s report
on the proposed revised copyright directive, during the September plenary session.
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Yhteenveto During the September 2018 plenary, the European Parliament is expected to vote on a legislative proposal creating
the Single Digital Gateway. The aim is to establish a single digital entry point for EU citizens and businesses, giving
access to a host of information, offering total and non-discriminatory use of online procedures, and facilitating the work
of services providing assistance upon request.
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Yhteenveto This document provides the legal and policy background for the interface of the public procurement regime with
policies which promote socio-economic and environmental objectives and allow innovative and strategic procurement
to deploy its application in alignment with the European 2020 Growth Strategy.

This document was prepared by Policy Department A: Economic and Scientific Policy, at the request of the Committee
for the Internal Market and Consumer Affairs.
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This report reflects on the role of European Parliament in promoting the use of independent expertise in the European
legislative process.

The European Parliament has a unique model of involving independent expertise of universities and think tanks in the
European legislative process to guarantee that its decisions are based on the best available evidence. The EP-EUI
roundtable discussed the general framework, best practices and the way forward for involving independent expertise in
the European legislative process.

This document has been prepared in the framework of scientific cooperation between the European Parliament and
the European University Institute.

EN

Posting of Workers Directive

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Tekija
Toimiala
Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Briefing

Briefing

25-07-2018

KISS Monika

EP:n ja neuvoston hyvaksyma lainsdadanto | Sisamarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Sosiaalipolitiikka | Tydllisyys

EU:n tyollisyyspolitikka | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | EY:n direktiivi | henkilosto- ja palkkahallinto
| korvaus tyosta | sosiaalinen elama | sosiaalinen polkumyynti | tilapaistyd | tyollisyys | TYOLLISYYS JATYO |
tyomarkkinasuhteet ja tydoikeus | tydbmarkkinat | tydoikeus | tydolot | tydolot ja tyon jarjestaminen | tydvoiman
liikkuvuus | unionin oikeuden valmistelu | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Posting of workers plays an important role in the internal market, particularly in the cross-border provision of services.
While the number of posted workers continues to increase significantly, problems such as unfair practices and unequal
remuneration persist. In addition, the correct balance between the freedom to provide cross-border services and the
social rights of workers is needed, and moreover, needs to be adapted to today's labour market situation. The targeted
revision of the Posting of Workers Directive (96/71/EC) proposed by the Commission intended to bring changes in
three main areas: the remuneration of posted workers (making it equal to that of local workers, even when
subcontracting), more coherent rules on temporary agency workers, as well as long-term posting. The agreement
reached in trilogue negotiations states that long-term posting (with labour law provisions of the host country to be
applied) starts after 12 months (with a possible extension of six months). The overall amount of remuneration received
by a posted worker must meet the level of remuneration in the host Member State (without the reimbursement of the
worker's expenses) which must be published on a single national website. Host Member States can accord to posted
workers the coverage of representative collective agreements in all sectors, and they must protect them against
fraudulent posting. The Parliament approved the text on 29 May 2018, the act was adopted by the Council on 21 June
2018 and the final act was signed on 28 June 2018. Member States have until 30 July 2020 to transpose the measures
of the directive and apply them in their national law. Sixth edition. The ‘EU Legislation in Progress’ briefings are
updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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The digital revolution, which is reshaping the global economy and societies, offers numerous opportunities, but also
poses many challenges, thereby putting governments in a dilemma on how to shape it. While empowering individuals
in many ways and spurring impressive inventions, it poses threats of cyber-attacks and privacy abuse. It also raises
concern about the future of the labour and social security markets. This note offers links to commentaries and studies
on the digital economy by major international think tanks. Earlier papers on the same topic can be found in a previous
edition of 'What Think Tanks are Thinking', published in May 2017.
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As part of the mission to provide the Members and Committees of the European Parliament with new research tools in
the area of comparative law, this document presents salient features of copyright law across the EU Member States
and, more in particular, the prima facie corresponding provisions in national law relating to the exceptions and
limitations contained in Directives 2001/29/EC and 2012/28/EU. The document will be updated regularly, especially in
its electronic version, to take account of new or modified provisions of national law in relation to — mandatory or
optional — exceptions and limitations deriving from existing or future EU legislation.
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Currently, there are at least 86 different versions of ID cards, and 181 types of residence documents in circulation in
the EU. The format and minimum standards for ID cards and residence documents is not regulated on EU level. In
order to strengthen the security features of ID cards and residence documents of EU citizens and their non-EU family
members, the European Commission published a legislative proposal. The impact assessment accompanying this
proposal clearly explains the problems currently encountered, and proposes adequate solutions. The Commission
used different sources to substantiate the impact assessment and also undertook several stakeholder consultation
activities. However, it is not systematically indicated which stakeholder group prefers which specific option. At times
the impact assessment displays a lack of quantification, about which the Commission is open. More detailed
information on the safeguards regarding the fundamental rights impact would have been desirable.
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The IA provides a comprehensive description of the problem and the options are clearly linked to the objectives and
the problem definition. It would have benefited the analysis if coherence and complementarity between this initiative
and other proposed EU legislation would have been further explained. Moreover, stakeholders’ views are mentioned in
a rather general way throughout the IA report and also, the problem drivers are not evenly discussed. It is to be noted
that the proposed Regulation does not entirely follow the IA as it does not include legislative measures on direct
access and access to databases, and on the other hand, it includes additional conditions for issuing a European
Production Order.
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Directive 2011/7/EU on late payments in commercial transactions (Late Payment Directive, (LPD)) strengthened
European regulations first introduced in 2000 in favour of creditors. In addition to statutory interest, the application of
which is still not automatic, maximum periods were established for payments in business-to-business transactions and
those with public authorities, limiting contractual freedom, which is often abused by stronger companies. Following the
largely correct transposition into national law, the situation continues to vary between Member States with regard to
average payment periods (especially from public authorities), and the level of implementation of additional voluntary
measures (such as prompt payment codes). In the absence of harmonised measurement methods, business surveys
and consultations indicate improving practices, but the attribution of this development to the LPD cannot be separated
from broader economic contexts and cultural aspects easily. Further exchange of best practices and better monitoring
of their effectiveness might facilitate future developments in the area of late payments, including legislative action.
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Explosives precursors can be found in various chemical products used by consumers, general professional users, and
industrial users, for example, in detergents, fertilisers, special fuels, lubricants and greases, water treatment chemicals.
They can be used by terrorists to produce home-made explosives (HME). In April 2018 the European Commission put
forward a proposal for a new regulation, accompanied by an impact assessment (1A) and an evaluation, which have
been performed at the same time. The IA has attempted to provide a rather detailed, albeit mainly qualitative, analysis
of the various types of impacts, disregarding some limitations to obtain data, such as a risk of exposing vulnerabilities
in Member States and of jeopardising ongoing investigations and prosecutions. The IA notes that many SMEs are not
part of the EU level industry associations, which have been consulted while drafting the ex-post evaluation. A question
arises if the SMEs have been targeted at the stakeholder consultation in any other way, which appears not to be the
case. The public consultation took less than 12 weeks, which is not in line with the Better Regulation Guidelines.
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This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the AFCO Committee, examines the potential effects of the UK’s withdrawal on European
integration. It does so by examining the UK'’s role in pushing forward and/or blocking integration in five areas: the
internal market; social policy; freedom, security and justice; the Eurozone; and foreign, security and defence.
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High prices and the inconvenience of cross-border parcel delivery have been identified as being among the main
obstacles to greater uptake of e-commerce among European consumers and retailers. Research shows that current
cross-border parcel delivery prices charged by universal service providers can be almost five times higher than
domestic parcel delivery prices. To remedy the situation, the European Commission presented a legislative proposal
on cross-border parcel delivery services as part of its May 2016 e-commerce package. The proposal’s aim was to
contribute to a reduction in delivery prices through increased price transparency and improved regulatory oversight.
The final act was signed in April 2018, following a compromise agreement between Parliament and the Council
reached in December 2017. The new regulation will enable consumers and businesses to compare parcel delivery
prices on a dedicated website, while national regulatory authorities will be provided with greater powers to monitor
cross-border tariffs and assess those they consider to be unreasonably high. Fourth edition, based on an original
briefing by Jana Valant. The ‘EU Legislation in Progress’ briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative
procedure. Please note this document has been designed for on-line viewing.
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The automotive industry is a major player in the European economy, accounting for 6.4% of gross domestic product
and 2.3 million jobs in the European Union (EU). In September 2015, the Volkswagen (VW) case highlighted
weaknesses in the implementation of type-approval rules for motor vehicles in the European Union, in particular as
regards standards on emissions of air pollutants and carbon dioxide. In 2016, as part of preparations from previous
years but also in response to the VW case, the European Commission proposed strengthening the type-approval
system for motor vehicles. Its goal is to ensure effective enforcement of rules (including through market surveillance),
to strengthen the quality and independence of technical tests and to introduce EU oversight on the type-approval
process. After completion of the legislative procedure, the final act was signed on 30 May 2018. The regulation will
apply from 1 September 2020.
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The Commission proposal aims to strengthen the resilience of weaker operators in the food supply chain and improve
its functioning. The supporting impact assessment appears to be substantially constrained by the limited evidence
base. The data on the scale of the problem seems limited and precise quantifications of costs and benefits of the
option packages was not feasible. The stakeholder consultation activities, on the other hand, have largely followed the
requirements of the Better Regulation Guidelines.
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This study aims at highlighting the importance of the territorial dimension and structures for economic growth at
European level. It focuses on the role and potential of the existing cohesion policy funding in planning and
implementing ICT infrastructures in the regions, and in accompanying the efforts to digitalise European economy and
society. In the same context, the study also highlights the role and potential of cohesion policy funding in planning and
implementing integrated science and technology parks.
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TThis in-depth analysis, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and
Constitutional Affairs at the request of the AFCO Committee, examines the impact for the European Union’s legal
system and institutions of a “bespoke” agreement based on a “distant” cooperation model (with the EU/Ukraine and the
EU/Canada agreements as main illustrations). The analysis of these agreements’ main characteristics reveals that
even “distant” cooperation already has quite impressive consequences. These should be better taken into
consideration in the present Brexit negotiation.
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This study provides an overview of review clauses (reviews, evaluations, implementation reports) contained in EU
legislation during the sixth, seventh and the current, eighth parliamentary term. Drawing on information publicly
available across several sources, it provides in a single, comprehensive repository an analytical overview of acts that
contain a review clause. The study puts a special focus on (and the analysis of) review clauses in EU legislative acts
adopted during the current parliamentary term (with a total of 147 legislative acts with a review clause adopted through
the ordinary legislative procedure up until end of December 2017).
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Different groups of EU citizens enjoy the right to freedom of movement across the EU, making it possible to work in
another Member State, retire, study, set up a business, follow a family member or look for a job. EU citizens, tourists
and businesses benefit from these rights as well as the Schengen area, which greatly facilitates freedom of movement.
Contrary to popular belief, thus opening internal EU borders has not led to an increase in crime. Rather, Schengen
innovations such as enhanced police cooperation and harmonised external border controls help Europe work against
cross-border crime. Closing EU internal borders again could lead to costs of between €100 and 230 billion over 10
years.

EN

European Labour Authority: Structure and tools

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Tekija
Toimiala

Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Briefing

Briefing
15-06-2018
KRAATZ Susanne

Lainsdadannon ja toimintapolitikan kaytannon arviointi | Sisémarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Sosiaalipolitiikka | Tyollisyys |
Unionin oikeus: oikeusjarjestelma ja saadokset

alueet ja aluepolitikka | EU:n jasenvaltio | EU:n laitos | EU:n unionin aloite | Euroopan rakentamistyé | EUROOPAN
UNIONI | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | KANSAINVALISET SUHTEET | KAUPPA |
KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTA | MAANTIEDE | muodollisuuksien yksinkertaistaminen | rajat ylittava yhteistyo |
rajatylittdva ulottuvuus | sisamarkkinat | talousmaantiede | TALOUSTIEDE | tariffipolitiikka | tieto ja tiedonkasittely |
tietojen vaihto | toimielinten toiminta | tyéllisyys | TYOLLISYYS JA TYO | tyomarkkinat | tyontekijoiden vapaa liikkuvuus
| tydnvalitys | tyévoiman liikkkuvuus | yhteistyopolitiikka

This briefing gives an overview of structures and tools connected with the “European Labour Authority”. Further, it
looks at budget to be redeployed due to the planned re-organisation.

The note has been prepared in the context of a Workshop on the European Labour Authority held on 24 May 2018 at
request of the Employment and Social Affairs Committee.
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This paper argues that the current policy initiatives adopted by the European Commission are meaningful, but still
incomplete. The policy response to online disinformation should ideally rely on: (i) the promotion of responsible
behaviour in conveying information to end users; (ii) the enactment of a proactive media policy aimed at promoting
pluralism and improving the exposure of diverse content to end users; and (iii) the empowerment of end users through
media literacy initiatives, and supports to user behaviour.
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This paper forms part of a series of five studies on mis-selling of financial products in the EU. The mis-selling of
mortgage loans that include floor clauses, foreign currencies (forex) clauses and related products is the subject of this
research. We analyse the context, the handling of the problem in the most affected Member States (Croatia, Hungary,
Poland, Romania and Spain) and its compatibility with EU law. We conclude with recommendations. This document
was provided by Policy Department A at the request of the ECON Committee.
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This study forms part of a series of five studies on mis-selling of financial products in the EU. The study reviews the EU
legislative and regulatory framework for the marketing, sale and distribution of financial products to assess whether
post-crisis EU regulatory reforms have met their objectives and, if not, what are the gaps and weaknesses in the
current EU regulatory approach. The EU follows a sectoral approach to regulating the marketing and sale of financial
products, which results in segmentation and arbitrage risks. The paper argues that the European Supervisory
Authorities should adopt more harmonised regulatory and technical standards to reduce these risks and ensure more
effective enforcement by Member State authorities. This document was provided by Policy Department A at the
request of the ECON Committee.
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This paper is part of a series of five studies on mis-selling of financial products in the EU. The paper analyses three
important and highly publicised cases of mis-selling of investment products to retail clients, featuring interesting legal
particularities: the Citibank case, the Dexia case and the Fortis case. On the basis of this analysis, the paper draws a
number of conclusions on the national and EU regulatory framework in respect of investor compensation. This
document was provided by Policy Department A at the request of the ECON Committee.
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This paper is part of a series of five studies on mis-selling of financial products in the EU. Retail financial markets
across the EU have been upset by large-scale mis-selling of financial products to consumers. As part of a series of five
studies on this topic, this paper examines the problem of mis-selling with a particular focus on consumer credit. It
identifies the most problematic products and practices in consumer credit markets that may cause consumer detriment
and shows some important limitations of the current EU regulatory framework for consumer credit in providing
adequate consumer protection. This document was provided by Policy Department A at the request of the ECON
Committee.
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This paper forms part of a series of five studies on mis-selling of financial products in the EU. The focus of this
document is mis-selling of subordinated debt and other junior liabilities and weaknesses of MiFID. This report
concludes that the mis-selling, essentially through self-placement, was due to violations of MiFID rules rather than
weaknesses of the legislative scheme. The report includes proposals to strengthen the legislation and to provide
compensation for retail investors. This document was provided by Policy Department A at the request of the ECON
Committee.
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Amongst the four fundamental freedoms that underpin the EU single market (free movement of persons, goods,
services and capital), the free movement of capital is the most recent. Until the mid-1990s it did not exist in practice in
a number of Member States. Financial operations in other Member States or in other currencies within the EU were
subject to prior authorisation requirements by national authorities. These controls enabled national authorities to
prevent or restrict financial operations. Free movement of capital became applicable with the 1993 Maastricht treaty,
which removed all restrictions on capital movements and payments, both between Member States and with third
?:ourlltries. The principle has direct effect, meaning that it requires no further legislation at either EU or Member State
evel.
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Explosives precursors are chemical substances that can be (and have been) misused to manufacture homemade
explosives (HMEs). Regulation 98/2013 on the marketing and use of explosives precursors, applicable since
September 2014, has two general aims: to increase public security through a reduced risk of misuse of explosives
precursors for the manufacture of HMEs and, at the same time, to enable the free movement of explosives precursor
substances in the EU internal market, given their many legitimate uses. The regulation establishes a system of
restrictions and controls on a number of explosives precursors with the aim of limiting the general public's access to
these substances. The regulation also establishes an obligation for economic operators to report suspicious
transactions, disappearances and thefts of explosives precursors. Evidence collected through the Commission's
evaluation and stakeholder consultation confirms the existence of significant challenges related to the application of
the regulation. These include a fragmented landscape of restrictions and controls across Member States (which apply
an outright ban, a licensing or a registration regime, or a combination of these); insufficient awareness along the
supply chain about rules and obligations arising from the regulation; and a lack of clarity about certain provisions that
focus particularly on the identification of products that fall within the scope of the regulation and the identification of
legitimate/professional users. Lack of clarity as to the application of the regulation to online marketplaces is yet another
problem, given the absence of an explicit reference to e-commerce in the regulation. Non-inclusion of all threat
substances in the list of restricted explosives precursors is seen as yet another important challenge, and so is the
perceived inflexibility of the procedure for adding new threat substances to the list, especially in view of the need to
react quickly to new and evolving threats. In light of the above, in April 2018 the European Commission put forward a
proposal for a new regulation, accompanied by an impact assessment and an evaluation.
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Posting of workers plays an increasing role in the internal market, particularly in the cross-border provision of services.
The Parliament and Council reached agreement in trilogue negotiations on the targeted revision of the Posting of
Workers Directive (96/71/EC) proposed by the European Commission. The agreement reached in March is scheduled
to be voted by Parliament at first reading during the May Il plenary session.
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Odometers (or milometers), instruments measuring the distance travelled by a vehicle, can be tampered with relatively
easily to make the mileage value appear lower than it is in reality. The practice of mileage fraud, commonplace
especially in the cross-border trade of used cars in Europe, harms consumers and weakens road safety. While existing
EU rules do not address all aspects of the problem, effective good practice exists. Parliament is to vote on an own-
initiative report which calls on the European Commission to act in this area to improve consumer protection and road
safety.
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This paper investigates the role of technology in the circulation of the so-called fake news. Technology is a major tool
for the dissemination of fake news but also offers methods to analyse their real impacts and tools with which fake news
can be argued against and even, more or less democratically, stopped.

This document was prepared for Policy Department A at the request of the Internal Market and Consumer Protection
Committee.
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This briefing discusses the Commission proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on
establishing a European Labour Authority with a focus on social security coordination, posted workers and planned
changes in the governance framework.

It has been prepared by the Policy Department for Economic and Scientific Policies at the request of the Employment
and Social Affairs Committee.Together with other briefings it contributes to a Committee workshop dedicated to the
European Labour Authority (24 May 2018).
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This briefing discusses the Commission proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on
establishing a European Labour Authority with a view to implications for EURES and supporting services for labour
moblity.

It has been prepared by the Policy Department for Economic and Scientific Policies at the request of the Employment
and Social Affairs Committee.Together with other briefings it contributes to a Committee workshop dedicated to the
European Labour Authority (24 May 2018).
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This report summarises the discussion which took place at the workshop “Public Procurement Strategy Package”.
Public procurement is a complex issue with the potential to strongly influence the EU economy. With the aim of
discussing the main challenges related to this topic and the recently proposed draft regulation of the European
Commission, the workshop was hosted by Mr Carlos Coelho, MEP.

This document was prepared by Policy Department A at the request of the Committee on the Internal Market and
Consumer Protection.
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This briefing discusses the Commission proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on
establishing a European Labour Authority with a focus on ways how to strengthen enforcement of EU law in the field of
labour moblity.

It has been prepared by the Policy Department for Economic and Scientific Policies at the request of the Employment
and Social Affairs Committee.Together with other briefings it contributes to a Committee workshop dedicated to the
European Labour Authority (24 May 2018).

EN

European Labour Authority: Profile and Governance

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara

Briefing
15-05-2018

Ulkopuolinen laatija Ellen Vos

29-03-2024

Toimiala

Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Briefing

Lainsdadannon ja toimintapolitikan kaytannon arviointi | Sisdmarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Sosiaalipolitiikka | Tyollisyys |
Unionin oikeus: oikeusjarjestelma ja saadokset

alueet ja aluepolitikka | EU:n jasenvaltio | EU:n laitos | Euroopan rakentamistyd | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan
unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | hallintotapa | KANSAINVALISET SUHTEET | KAUPPA | kolmas maa |
KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTA | MAANTIEDE | muodollisuuksien yksinkertaistaminen | POLITIIKKA | rajat ylittava
yhteistyd | rajatylittava ulottuvuus | sisamarkkinat | talousmaantiede | TALOUSTIEDE | tariffipolitiikka | tieto ja
tiedonkasittely | tietojen vaihto | toimielinten toiminta | tyollisyys | TYOLLISYYS JA TYO | tydbmarkkinat | tyontekijéiden
vapaa liikkkuvuus | tyonvalitys | tydvoiman liikkuvuus | taytantodnpanovalta ja julkinen hallinto | yhteistyopolitiikka

This briefing discusses the Commission proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on
establishing a European Labour Authority with a view to its profile and governance compared to other EU agencies
and the provisions of the Common Approach.

It has been prepared by the Policy Department for Economic and Scientific Policies at the request of the Employment
and Social Affairs Committee.Together with other briefings it contributes to a Committee workshop dedicated to the
European Labour Authority (24 May 2018).
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This briefing gives a summary of presentations and discussions from the workshop “European Labour Authority” held
on 24 May 2018 at request of the Employment and Social Affairs Committee. This combined an exchange on the
Commission Impact Assessment and on the Initial Appraisal by the European Parliament with a panel of experts
focusing on different dimensions: Enhanced enforcement, social security coordination, support for labour mobility
(EURES), profile and governance of the planned new agency.

EN

Study in focus - Competition in Air Transport

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Tekija
Toimiala
Hakusana

Yhteenveto
Lyhyesti

Lyhyesti

02-05-2018

HONNEFELDER Stephanie

Kansainvélinen kauppa | Liikenne | Sisdmarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Talous- ja raha-asiat

EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | EY:n asetus | ilma- ja avaruusliikenne | Kansainvélinen siviili-
iimailujarjestd | KANSAINVALISET JARJESTOT | KANSAINVALISET SUHTEET | kilpailu | kilpailu | kolmas maa |
lentoliikenteen kuljetusmaksut | lentoreitti | LIKENNE | liikennepolitiikka | Yhdistyneet Kansakunnat | yhteistyopolitiikka
| YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

This note summarises the main points presented in the study on Competition in Air Transport.
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The Directive on the re-use of public sector information 2013/37/EU (PSI Directive) provides a common legal
framework for a European market for public sector information. It entered into force on 17 July 2013 following a review
of the initial PSI Directive of 17 November 2003. This implementation appraisal is written in anticipation of the second
review of the directive, the plans for which are likely to be presented by the end of April 2018 as part of a broader
package targeting the data economy. The upcoming review will attempt to identify opportunities for reducing regulatory
costs and for simplifying the existing legislation without negatively affecting the achievements of the underlying policy
goals. The ongoing evaluation of the Directive on the legal protection of databases 96/9/EC (Database Directive) will
feed into the review by identifying potential issues with the interplay between the PSI| and Database Directives. The
Commission has also announced that the PSI review will be aligned with the follow-up actions to the REFIT mid-term
policy evaluation of Directive 2007/2/EC, 'INSPIRE' (Directive establishing an Infrastructure for Spatial Information in
the European Community). For these reasons, both these directives have been included in this appraisal.
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Regulation (EC) 1107/2009 lays down the main instruments for placing effective plant protection products (using
pesticide substances) on the market that are safe for humans, animals and the environment, while at the same time
ensuring effective functioning of the internal market and improved agricultural production. This European
Implementation Assessment found that the above objectives, while largely relevant to real needs, are not being
achieved in practice. In particular, implementation of the main instruments of the regulation — substance approval,
plant protection products authorisation and enforcement of the regulatory decisions taken in the frame of the approvals
and authorisations, is problematic, which also affect other related EU policies. Nevertheless, despite the
implementation challenges observed, stakeholders — including national competent authorities, health/environment
NGOs, manufacturers of substances and plant protection products and their users (farmers) — agree that the EU is the
appropriate level at which regulatory action in the field of pesticides (used in plant protection products) should continue
to take place.
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The Directive on Undertakings for Collective Investment in Transferable Securities (UCITS) provides for strong investor
protection and creates a label for European retail investment funds. The Directive on Alternative Investment Fund
Managers (AIFM) lays down rules for the authorisation, supervision and oversight of managers of non-UCITS funds,
i.e. alternative investment funds (AIFs). Facilitating cross-border investment remains an essential part of the European
Commission's action plan on building a capital markets union (CMU); the current legislative initiative is limited to
facilitating further the cross-border distribution and supervision of UCITS and AlFs, mainly by reducing national
regulatory barriers. This briefing presents the rationale for both the existing legislation and the new legislative proposal,
as well as the positions of the institutional bodies and stakeholders.
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Digital technologies have changed the way we live and transformed the world around us at unprecedented speed.
They have affected all important aspects of life, both at work and at home, and have influenced almost everything from
human relations to the economy, to the extent that access to the internet has now become a basic human right
recognised by the United Nations. This profound change presents both opportunities and threats to our society.
Citizens need specific skills and access to be able to meaningfully take part in society and work. European businesses
need an adequate policy framework and infrastructure to capture the enormous value created by the digital economy.
Supporting innovation, removing barriers in the digital single market, and effectively managing and using data are the
necessary tools to assist them and boost economic growth in Europe. The European Union takes an active part in
shaping the digital economy and society, with cross policy initiatives that range from boosting investment, through
reforms of copyright and e privacy, to removal of geo-blocking and development of e-government. This multifaceted
approach is necessary to facilitate adaptation to complex new realities. The European Parliament, as co legislator, is
involved in shaping the policy framework which will help citizens and businesses fully utilise the potential of digital
technologies.

EN, FR

Léhde : © Euroopan unioni, 2024 - EP 119


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_STU(2018)615668
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2018/615668/EPRS_STU(2018)615668_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_BRI(2018)615675
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2018/615675/EPRS_BRI(2018)615675_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_BRI(2018)614734
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2018/614734/EPRS_BRI(2018)614734_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2018/614734/EPRS_BRI(2018)614734_FR.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/fi/legal-notice

Competition in Air Transport

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara

Ulkopuolinen laatija

Toimiala
Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Tutkimus

Tutkimus
16-04-2018

Kay MITUSCH, Universit Karlsruhe, Pablo MENDES DE LEON, University Leiden and Internationa Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO)

Kansainvélinen kauppa | Liikenne | Sisdmarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Talous- ja raha-asiat

asetus (EU) | ehdotus (EU) | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | ilma- ja avaruusliikenne |
Kansalnvalmen siviili-iimailujarjestd | KANSAINVALISET JARJESTOT | KANSAINVALISET SUHTEET | KAUPPA |
kauppapolitikka | kauppapolitiikka | kilpailu | kolmas maa | lentokuljetus | lentoliikenteen kuljetusmaksut | lentoreitti |
LIIKENNE | liikennepolitiikka | Maailman kauppajérjestd | maailmanjarjestot | polkumyynnin vastainen toimenpide |
talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE | tukitoimien vastainen menettely | valtiontuen valvonta | valtiontuki | Yhdistyneet
Kansakunnat | yhteistyopolitiikka | YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

Competition in the aviation sector pertains to different sets of rules, competition law on the one hand and, given the
cross-border interdependencies of transport markets, international rules on the other hand. The workshop aimed to
examine the current situation of competition in air transport using the proposed regulation on Safeguarding competition
in air transport, repealing Regulation (EC) No 868/2004 as a practical example and starting point for the discussion.
The Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON) has prepared a legislative opinion to this dossier.

This Workshop was prepared by Policy Department A at the request of the Committee on Economic and Monetary
Affairs (ECON).
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In order to avoid conflict with the freedom to conduct a business and the freedom of contract the wording of article 4(1)
should be amended and be addressed to the Member States;

« The proposal underplays that information security has a legal dimension to it, notoriously so because member states’
national security activities operate outside the scope of EU law;

« The principle aversion against locality that emanates from the proposal may not be fully aligned with state-of-the-art
technology where multiple data mirrors geographically distribute a dataset. For example, one local mirror is advisable
for business continuity in the event of a disruption of transmission infrastructure;

« Not all non-personal data is created equal; from the stream of non-personal data that is for example generated in the
Internet of Things (IoT) data necessary to control real world devises should in addition be locally accessible;

« Whithout contradicting the philosophy behind the free flow of non-personal data proposal this briefing presents
examples for interventions that should be justifyable on grounds of public policy or the protection of health and life of
humans, animals or plants.

EN

Systems and e-Procurement—Improving Access and Transparency of Public Procurement

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara

Ulkopuolinen laatija

29-03-2024

Toimiala

Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Briefing

Briefing
16-04-2018
Prof Dr Jorg Becker

Ennakoiva suunnittelu | EP:n ja neuvoston hyvaksyma lainsaadanto | Kuluttajansuoja | Lainsdaadannén ja
toimintapolitiikan kaytannon arviointi | Sisdmarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Unionin oikeus: oikeusjarjestelmé ja sdadokset

asiakirjat | digitaaliset sisamarkkinat | Euroopan rakentamisty® | EUROOPAN UNIONI | kaupanpitaminen | KAUPPA |
kauppapolitiikka | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTA | POLITIIKKA | standardointi | sahkéinen allekirjoitus | sahkdinen
asiakirja | sahkdinen hallinto | sdhkoiset hankinnat | teknologia ja tekninen saéntely | tieto ja tiedonkasittely |
tietojarjestelmé | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | taytantddnpanovalta ja julkinen hallinto

2000 hillion euros are spent every year on public procurement in the EU, a more than considerable amount which
justifies investment and research in this area. e-Procurement is the end-to-end digitisation of the traditional public
procurement process.

Access is improved through the centralization of otherwise dispersed procurement processes in the form of one or a
few central, electronic platforms, significantly reducing the search efforts for potential bidders

With this, transparency and integrity are increased, as well as the visibility and traceability of the procurement process
by the whole public. Furthermore, data quality is also improved thanks to the enforcing of the provision of required
inforlmation and the use of structured and validated forms. Search costs also go down due to the sharing of common
catalogues.

Recommendations are as follow: e-procurement process must be digital from end to end; end-users must be trained to
ensure efficiency and acceptance; adoption from the supplier side is just as important as internal acceptance; security
Pﬂu(sjt be as |inodern as possible, to guarantee trust and legal compliance; usability and accessibility of the process are
undamental.
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Yhteenveto The purpose of this paper is to assess the follow-up and delivery by the European Council on the priorities that were
set in the declaration adopted in Rome on 25 March 2017 on the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the Treaties of
Rome. The analysis shows that in the year since Rome, and a year before the special summit on the Future of Europe
debate, due to take place in the Romanian city of Sibiu on 9 May 2019, substantive progress has been made regarding
the debate itself and implementation of the policy priorities identified in the Bratislava Declaration/Roadmap and the
Rome Declaration. The evidence so far suggests that the European Council, as well as the other EU institutions, have
followed up on the pledges made in Rome, in an effort to boost the legitimacy of the EU, connect with a disaffected
public, and combat Euroscepticism. The Leaders' Agenda, adopted by October 2017, made an important contribution
to the Future of Europe debate and, furthermore, was a potentially far-reaching institutional innovation for the
European Council. Under the Leaders' Agenda, discussions among the Heads of State or Government now attempt to
resolve seemingly intractable policy disputes by means of a new working method. Not only has this helped to
operationalise the Rome Declaration, it also seems to have consolidated the European Council's position at the centre
of the EU policy-making and agenda-setting framework.
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Yhteenveto In 2016, following work in previous years but also in response to the Volkswagen (VW) case, the European
Commission made a proposal to strengthen type-approval and market surveillance for motor vehicles. First-reading
negotiations with the Council delivered a compromise, which now awaits a vote during the April plenary.
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Yhteenveto On 22 and 23 March 2018, the EU Heads of State or Government convened in four different formations with varying
compositions and levels of formality: a regular meeting of the European Council, a Leaders' Meeting on taxation, a
Euro Summit and a European Council (Article 50) meeting. While economic and competitiveness issues featured, as is
traditional, on the agenda of this spring European Council, the discussions focused largely on trade, the Salisbury
attack, Turkey and Brexit. The informal leaders' meeting on tax considered ways of adapting European taxation
systems to the digital economy and of strengthening the fight against tax evasion and avoidance. At the European
Council (Article 50) meeting, the EU-27 Heads of State or Government considered the framework and adopted
guidelines for post-Brexit relations with the UK. They also welcomed the agreement reached by the negotiators on
parts of the legal text of the Withdrawal Agreement, including the transition period. While there were no formal
conclusions at the Euro Summit meeting, participants discussed the long-term development of Economic and
Monetary Union and agreed to take relevant decisions in June 2018.
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Yhteenveto An initial appraisal of the impact assessment accompanying the Commission proposal clearly defines the problem, as
well as the general and specific objectives. Operational objectives appear to be relevant and achievable, even though
they appear not to be entirely set according to the recommendations included in the better regulation toolbox. The IA
presents a reasonable range of options and choses a combination of soft law measures and legislative changes
(options 2 and 4). Among the measures proposed, the introduction of a declaration of compliance could have benefited
from further substantiation of its added value. While an SME test was conducted, the analysis regarding the impact on
competitiveness is largely missing. The Commission has consulted a broad range of stakeholders, whose views have
been extensively analysed and illustrated. The research, analysis, and supporting evidence included or referenced in
the IA provide ample and detailed insights on the different issues considered, making the overall analysis, and the
assessments of the retained options, reasonably sound.
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Yhteenveto Yhteinen markkinajarjestely muodostaa puitteet yhteisen maatalouspolitikan markkinatoimenpiteille. Yhteisen
maatalouspolitikan perakkaiset uudistukset johtivat vuonna 2007 yhteenséa 21 alakohtaisen markkinajarjestelyn
yhdistamiseen yhdeksi kaikki maataloustuotteet kattavaksi yhteiseksi markkinajarjestelyksi. Uudistuksissa
maatalouspolitikasta tehtiin markkinasuuntautuneempaa ja tukivalineiden soveltamisalaa supistettiin. Nykyaéan
tukivélineet toimivat "turvaverkkona”, jota kaytetéaan vain kriisitilanteissa.

Strengthening the market surveillance of products
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Yhteenveto An initial appraisal of the impact assessment suggests that methodological strengths outweigh the weaknesses in this
overall convincing analysis. This impact assessment is underpinned by a substantial body of work and clearly shows
expertise. Nonetheless, the impact assessment could have provided more information on the links with two pending
legislative procedures. Its presentation could have further facilitated consideration of the choices made by the
Commission.
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On 22 and 23 March 2018, the EU Heads of State or Government will convene in four different formations with varying
compositions and levels of formality: a regular meeting of the European Council, a Leaders’ meeting on taxation, a
Euro Summit and a European Council (Article 50) meeting. The agenda of the formal European Council includes single
market issues, the European semester, social policy and international trade relations. Following the recent
announcements by the US administration on trade matters, the latter issue is likely to take a more prominent place
than originally expected. The informal Leaders’ meeting will focus exclusively on taxation, in particular in the digital
economy, whilst the Euro Summit will discuss further developments in the euro area, banking union and the gradual
completion of Economic and Monetary Union (EMU). At the European Council (Article 50) meeting, EU-27 leaders are
due to adopt guidelines for the framework for the future relationship between the EU and the United Kingdom (UK).
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FERGUSON CLARE | SOCHACKA KATARZYNA

Energia | EU:n demokratia seké institutionaalinen ja parlamentaarinen oikeus | Kalatalous | Kuluttajansuoja | Liikenne |
Sisamarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Sukupuolindkdkohdat, tasa-arvo ja monimuotoisuus | Talousarvio

EU:n talous- ja raha-asiat | EU:sta eroaminen | Euroopan laajuiset verkot | Euroopan rakentamistyd | EUROOPAN
UNIONI | Eurooppa | FINANSSIASIAT | kansainvélinen politiikka | kansainvélinen yleissopimus | KANSAINVALISET
SUHTEET | kuljettajat | kuljetusjarjestelyt | LIKENNE | maaliikenne | MAANTIEDE | maantiekuljetukset |
matkustajaliikenne | monivuotinen rahoituskehys | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | omat varat | perhevakivalta |
poliittinen maantiede | rahatalous | rikosoikeus | saastuttamaton tekniikka | seksuaalinen vékivalta | sosiaalinen elama |
sukupuolten tasa-arvo | talousmaantiede | talouspolitiikan eurooppalainen ohjausjakso | tavaroiden kuljettaminen |
teknologia ja tekninen saéantely | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | Yhdistynyt kuningaskunta |
YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

Highlights of the session included a debate on the future of Europe with Portuguese Prime Minister, Antonio Costa;
and debates on preparation of the 22-23 March European Council meeting; on the appointment of the European
Commission Secretary-General; on the US decision to impose tariffs on steel and aluminium; on corporate social
responsibility; on conflict minerals; and on protection of investigative journalists, following the deaths of Jan Kuciak and
Martina Kusnirova in Slovakia. High Representative, Federica Mogherini, made statements on Syria, the EU-Cuba
Joint Council, and EU-Central Asia relations, followed by debates. Parliament adopted, inter alia, resolutions on the
post-2020 future multiannual financial framework and own-resources reform; and legislative positions on the common
(consolidated) corporate tax; regulation of cross-border parcel delivery; training of professional drivers; and Europass.

EN

Optimal Scope for Free Flow of Non-Personal Data in Europe
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avoin data | digitaaliset sisamarkkinat | digitaalitekniikka | EU:n jasenvaltio | Euroopan rakentamistyé | EUROOPAN
UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | Internet | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTA | luottamuksellisuus | MAANTIEDE | muisti |
oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | rajojen yli tapahtuva tiedonsiirto | talousmaantiede | teknologia ja tekninen saantely |
tiedon tallennus ja haku | tiedonvélityksen suoja | tieto ja tiedonkasittely | tietojen saatavuus | tietokonerikos | tietosuoja
| tietotekniikka ja tietojenkasittely | tietotekniikkaa koskeva lainsdadantd | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS |
unionin oikeus | viestinta

Data is not static in a personal/non-personal classification — with modern analytic methods, certain non-personal data
can help to generate personal data — so the distinction may become blurred. Thus, de-anonymisation techniques with
advances in artificial intelligence (Al) and manipulation of large datasets will become a major issue.

In some new applications, such as smart cities and connected cars, the enormous volumes of data gathered may be
used for personal information as well as for non-personal functions, so such data may cross over from the technical
and non-personal into the personal domain.

A debate is taking place on whether current EU restrictions on confidentiality of personal private information should be
relaxed so as to include personal information in free and open data flows. However, it is unlikely that a loosening of
such rules will be positive for the growth of open data. Public distrust of open data flows may be exacerbated because
of fears of potential commercial misuse of such data, as well of leakages, cyberattacks, and so on.

The proposed recommendations are: to promote the use of open data licences to build trust and openness, promote
sharing of private enterprises’ data within vertical sectors and across sectors to increase the volume of open data
through incentive programmes, support testing for contamination of open data mixed with personal data to ensure
open data is scrubbed clean - and so reinforce public confidence, ensure anti-competitive behaviour does not
compromise the open data initiative.
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KORVER RONNIE JOHANNES | ZANA-SZABO Gabriella

Aluekehitys | Demokratia | Elintarviketurvallisuus | Energia | Eurooppalainen ohjausjakso | lhmisoikeudet | Kalatalous |
Kansainvalinen kauppa | Kansanterveys | Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu | Koulutus | Kulttuuri | Kuluttajansuoja |
Lainsdadannon ja toimintapolitikan kaytannon arviointi | Lainséddanndn saattaminen osaksi kansallista lainsaadantéa
ja taytéantéonpano | Liikenne | Maatalous ja maaseudun kehittdminen | Rahoitus- ja pankkiasiat | Sisamarkkinat ja
tulliunioni | Sosiaalipolitikka | Sukupuolinakdkohdat, tasa-arvo ja monimuotoisuus | Talous- ja raha-asiat | Talousarvio |
Talousarvion valvonta | Teollisuus | Turvallisuus ja puolustus | Tutkimuspolitiikka | Ty6llisyys | Ulkosuhteet | Vapauden,
turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue | Ymparisto

asiakirjat | EU:n talous- ja raha-asiat | Euroopan rakentamistyd | Euroopan tilintarkastustuomioistuin | EUROOPAN
UNIONI | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | kertomus | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTA | unionin
politiikka | varainhoidon avoimuus

This rolling check-list presents an overview of the Special Reports of the European Court of Auditors (ECA),
concentrating on those relevant for the 2016 discharge procedure. It strives to link the research topics of the Special
Reports to relevant debates and positions within the European Parliament, including the working documents of the
Committee on Budgetary Control, the work of the specialised parliamentary committees, forthcoming plenary
resolutions and individual questions by Members. This check-list has been prepared by the Ex-Post Evaluation Unit of
the European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS), the EP's in-house research service and think-tank, as part of
its on-going support for parliamentary committees and individual Members in scrutinising the executive in its
implementation of EU law, policies and programmes. The European Parliament is strongly committed to Better Law-
Making, and particularly to the effective use of ex-ante impact assessment and ex-post evaluation throughout the
entire legislative cycle. It is in this spirit that the Parliament has a particular interest in following the transposition,
implementation and enforcement of EU law, and, more generally, monitoring the impact, operation, effectiveness and
delivery of policy and programmes in practice.
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EP:n ja neuvoston hyvaksyma lainsaadanté | Kuluttajansuoja | Sisamarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Sopimus-, kauppa- ja
yhtiboikeus

CE-vaatimustenmukaisuusmerkinté | digitaalinen sopimus | digitaaliset sisdmarkkinat | digitaalitekniikka | ehdotus (EU)
| Euroopan rakentamistyd | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | kaupanpitaminen | KAUPPA | kauppaa
koskeva sopimus | kauppapolitiikka | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTA | kuluttajansuoja | kulutus | kulutustavarat |
lainsdadannon lahentéminen | OIKEUS | sisdmarkkinat | siviilioikeus | sopimus | sdhkoinen kaupankaynti | teknologia
ja tekninen séantely | tieto ja tiedonkasittely | tieto- ja viestintatekniikan vaikutukset | tietotekniikka ja tietojenkasittely |
tietoyhteiskunta | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS

On 22 February 2018, the European Parliament's Committee for the Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO)
adopted its report on the Commission proposal for a new directive on the consumer sale of goods. The Commission's
original proposal, dating from 2015, was replaced on 31 October 2017 by an amended one which intends to replace
the existing Consumer Sales Directive dating from 1999 entirely, instead of regulating only online and other distance
contracts as had originally been planned. By contrast to the 1999 Consumer Sales Directive, the Commission's
proposal would introduce a maximum-harmonisation approach, meaning that EU Member States could no longer
introduce a higher level of consumer protection than set in the directive. Third edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress'
briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure. To view previous versions of this briefing,
please see: PE 599.286 (February 2017).
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REMAC Milan

Aluekehitys | Energia | Kalatalous | Kansainvélinen kauppa | Kansanterveys | Kehitysapu ja humanitaarinen apu |
Koulutus | Kulttuuri | Kuluttajansuoja | Lainsaadannon ja toimintapolitikan kaytannon arviointi | Liikkenne | Maatalous ja
maaseudun kehittdminen | Rahoitus- ja pankkiasiat | Sisamarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Sopimus-, kauppa- ja yhtidoikeus |
Talous- ja raha-asiat | Teollisuus | Turvallisuus ja puolustus | Tutkimuspolitiikka | Ulkosuhteet | Vapauden,
turvallisuuden ja oikeuden alue

Euroopan parlamentti | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin
virkamieskunta | kansainvélinen politiikka | kansainvalinen sopimus | KANSAINVALISET SUHTEET | kolmas maa |
sopimus Euroopan unionin toiminnasta | taloudellinen analyysi | TALOUSTIEDE | tilasto | toimielinten valinen sopimus
| yhteistydpolitiikka

This rolling check-list offers an implementation monitoring tool that allows for a systematic overview of the review and
monitoring clauses, sunset clauses and also management and implementation clauses that are included in
international agreements concluded between the EU and third countries. It is produced by the Ex-Post Evaluation Unit
of the European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS), the European Parliament's in-house research service and
think-tank, as part of its work on the evaluation of the EU policy cycle.
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SAJN Nikolina
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alueet ja aluepolitiikka | ehdotus (EU) | Euroopan rakentamistyd | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus |
kaupallinen jakelu | kaupanpitaminen | KAUPPA | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTA | kuljetusjarjestelyt | kuluttajavalistus |
kulutus | LIIKENNE | likennepolitiikka | palvelujen tarjoaminen | postipalvelut | rahtimaksu | rajatylittava ulottuvuus |
sisdmarkkinat | séhkoinen kaupankaynti | TALOUSTIEDE | tavaroiden kuljettaminen | toimitus | viestinta | yleispalvelu

As part of efforts to boost e-commerce and to make online shopping easier for consumers, the European Commission
has proposed a regulation on cross-border parcel delivery services. It aims to improve transparency and increase
regulatory oversight of the cross-border parcel delivery sector, in order to foster competition and reduce delivery
prices. Trilogue negotiations led to a provisional agreement on the proposal in December 2017, which needs to be
confirmed in a vote during the March plenary session.
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What if all technologies were inherently social?

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Tekija
Toimiala

Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Lyhyesti
Multimedia

Lyhyesti
02-03-2018
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Demokratia | Ennakoiva suunnittelu | Kuluttajansuoja | Sisdmarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Sosiaalipolitiikka |
Tutkimuspolitiikka

automaatio | biopolttoaine | ENERGIA | energiapolitikka | iimastonmuutokseen sopeutuminen | kestava kehitys |
KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTA | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | sananvapaus | sosiaalinen kehys | sosiaalinen vaikutus
| talouspolitiikka | TALOUSTIEDE | teknologia ja tekninen sdantely | teknologinen muutos | TUOTANTO,
TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | tutkimus ja immateriaalioikeus | tutkimus ja kehitys | viestinndn monimuotoisuus |
viestintéd | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | YMPARISTO | ymparistopolitiikka

How technology has shaped society and how future technologies might affect it in the years to come are subjects for
frequent debate. It can be tempting in this context to think of technologies as neutral 'things' that can be used for good
or bad depending on the user's intentions and skills. But what if technologies were social objects that reflected and
reinforced human activities or even political values? In fact, while mechanisms, effects and implications remain open to
debate, experts on the relationship between technology and society broadly agree that technologies are indeed social
in this way. By scripting, restricting and enabling different human behaviours, technologies can influence our lives in
much the same way that policy programmes do. A number of key ideas have emerged from this field over the last five
decades, with various implications for European policy-making.
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The collaborative economy and taxation: Taxing the value created in the collaborative economy

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Tekija
Toimiala
Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Selvitys

29-03-2024

Selvitys

28-02-2018

REMEUR Cécile
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digitaaliset sisdmarkkinat | digitaalitalouden verottaminen | Euroopan rakentamistyd | EUROOPAN UNIONI |
FINANSSIASIAT | talouden rakenne | TALOUSTIEDE | verotus | yhteistyotalous

EU citizens' daily lives have been changed by the emerging collaborative economy. However, the terms employed to
describe the phenomenon are as many and varied as the interpretations of what the collaborative economy actually
comprises. The collaborative economy encompasses many situations that do not match the standard business
categories and types of transactions. The collaborative economy blurs the lines, not least as regards taxation. For
policy-makers to understand how taxation of the collaborative economy can be put into practice requires fighting the
surrounding fog of terms and categories. Privileging a case-by-base and tax-by-tax, rather than a straightforward ‘one-
size-fits-all' approach, is a prerequisite for grasping the potential benefits of this fast-evolving and multifaceted reality.
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On 21 November 2017, the European Parliament's Internal Market and Consumer Committee (IMCO) and Legal
Affairs Committee (JURI) adopted their joint report on the European Commission's proposal for a directive regulating
the private-law aspects of contracts for the supply of digital content and digital services in the internal market. The
Council of the EU agreed on a general approach in June 2017. Trilogue meetings began on 5 December 2017 and are
still on-going. The main changes proposed by the joint report of the two Parliament committees are concerned with the
duration of legal guarantees for digital content and services, liability for hidden defects and the short-term right to reject
defective digital content. An issue which is still being discussed is the relationship between the directive and EU public
law rules on the protection of personal data.

Fourth edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative
procedure. To view previous editions of this briefing, please see: PE 608.748 (October 2017).
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The Commission estimates that the detriment to consumers caused by non-compliance with basic EU consumer rules
in certain cross-border online markets and also by inefficient cross-border enforcement amounts to €770 million per
year. To remedy this, in May 2016 the Commission presented a legislative proposal to review the existing rules on
consumer protection cooperation between enforcement authorities as part of its e-commerce package. The aim was to
clarify the rules, give more powers to national enforcement authorities and improve their coordination, primarily to
enable them to address unlawful online practices. Parliament and Council reached agreement on the proposal in June
2017, and formally adopted it in November. The new regulation covers ongoing infringements and those that have
already ended, and lays down procedures for cooperation in cases of widespread infringements of consumer rights
that affect consumers in multiple Member States. It entered into force on 16 January 2018 and applies from 17
January 2020. Fifth edition, based on an original briefing by Jana Valant. The ‘EU Legislation in Progress’ briefings are
updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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Recognition of professional qualifications in inland navigation
Julkaisutyyppi Briefing
Paivamaara 15-02-2018
Tekija PAPE Marketa
Toimiala EP:n ja neuvoston hyvaksyma lainsdadanto | Liikenne | Sisdmarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Tydllisyys

Hakusana alus | ammatillinen patevyys | ammatillisen patevyyden tunnustaminen | ehdotus (EU) | Euroopan laajuiset verkot |

Euroopan rakentamistyd | Euroopan tilintarkastustuomioistuin | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus |
Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin virkamieskunta | kuljetusjarjestelyt | LIIKENNE | matkustajaliikenne | meri- ja
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Yhteenveto To enhance labour mobility, the European Commission proposed in 2016 to establish a common system of
qualifications for workers on EU inland waterways, based on their competence. While the previous EU legislation
applied only to boatmasters, the proposal introduced harmonised rules for all deck crew members and extended the
scope of legislation to the previously excluded River Rhine. After interinstitutional negotiations concluded on 27 June
2017, the European Parliament adopted the agreed text on 14 November 2017 and the Council approved the EP
position on 4 December 2017. The final act was published in the Official Journal on 27 December 2017. Member
States have until 17 January 2022 to transpose the provisions into their national law. Fifth edition. The EU Legislation
in Progress Briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure. To view earlier editions of this
briefing, please see: PE 608.799, November 2017.
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Yhteenveto This note seeks to provide an initial analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the European Commission's impact
assessment (IA) accompanying the above Commission proposal (the proposal), submitted on 13 September 2017 and
referred to Parliament's Committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO). The creation of a connected
digital single market is one of the ten priorities identified by Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker in his political
guidelines for the Commission at the start of his mandate. In its digital single market strategy (DSM), the Commission
stated that 'Any unnecessary restrictions regarding the location of data within the EU should both be removed and
prevented' and committed to proposing an initiative to tackle restrictions on the free movement of data and unjustified
restrictions on the location of data for storage or processing purposes. The challenges to the data economy are also
specifically discussed in the 2017 communication on building a European data economy, which recognises that
‘'unjustified restrictions on the free movement of data are likely to constrain the development of the EU data economy
[and] impair the freedom to provide services and the freedom of establishment stipulated in the Treaty'. The aim of the
proposal is to remove geographical restrictions on the storage of non-personal data in the internal market and to
facilitate switching between cloud service providers and the porting of data. It is meant to complement the 2016
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) which provides a single set of rules for the protection of personal data and
provides the basis for the free flow of such data. Thus, for the purposes of the proposal, data is defined as 'data other
than personal data as referred to in' the GDPR. The Commission seeks to build upon the existing applicable legal
framework that regulates the internal market for data services (E commerce Directive, Services Directive,
Transparency Directive), and pursues a high level of cybersecurity in the EU (NIS Directive), while at the same time
remaining consistent with the existing provisions.
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Yhteenveto This leaflet provides abstracts of selection of latest publications prepared by the European Parliament’s Policy
Department on Economic and Scientific Policy at the request of the IMCO Committee in relation to the geo-blocking
phenomenon.
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Upon request of the Euronest parliamentary assembly economic committee, investment patterns and policies in the EU
and Eastern Partnership countries were compared. The EU is an investment heavyweight, both in terms of attracting
as placing foreign direct investment. Many EU Member States protect their investment abroad and some have
screening mechanisms for incoming investment. The Eastern Partnership countries are minor investors themselves,
but keep attracting a slowly growing level of foreign direct investment. Investment is supported by the European
Investment Bank, the EBRD or the World Bank. Looking at which countries invest in which Eastern Partnership
country, it appears that each of them has one main investing country, suggesting a preferred relationship, which would
need further research to explain.
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Geo-blocking practices commonly restrict cross-border sales of tangible goods as well as of electronically supplied
services and electronically delivered content services in the EU. In May 2016, the European Commission proposed a
new regulation that prohibits online sellers of tangible goods, and of some types of electronically supplied services,
from discriminating among customers based on their nationality or place of residence within the European Union. In
November 2017, after protracted negotiations, the co-legislators agreed to ban some types of unjustified geo-blocking
practices. However, the ban will not apply initially to content and services protected under copyright (for instance, e-
books and downloads of music and audiovisual content). At the request of the Parliament, a review clause has been
introduced which requires the Commission to re-examine the situation two years after the entry into force of the
regulation.
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In May 2016, the European Commission proposed a new regulation that prohibits online sellers of physical goods and
of some types of electronically supplied services and content from discriminating among customers based on their
nationality or place of residence within the European Union. The Parliament is expected to vote on the proposal during
the February | plenary session.
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The free movement of goods is one of the four fundamental freedoms of the EU — together with services, capital and
people — and a cornerstone of the single market. The rationale of an open market throughout the EU has always been
to assist economic growth and competitiveness and therefore promote employment and prosperity. Legislation on the
single market for goods (based mainly on Article 28 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, TFEU)
aims at ensuring that products placed on the EU market conform to high health, safety and environmental
requirements. Once a product is sold legally in the EU, it should circulate without barriers to trade, with a minimum of
administrative burden

EN

Liability of Online Service Providers for Copyrighted Content — Regulatory Action Needed?

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara

Ulkopuolinen laatija

Toimiala

Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Selvitys

Selvitys
21-12-2017
Prof. Dr Jan Nordemann

Ennakoiva suunnittelu | EP:n ja neuvoston hyvaksyma lainsaadanto | Kuluttajansuoja | Lainsdaadannén ja
toimintapolitiikan kaytannon arviointi | Sisdmarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Unionin oikeus: oikeusjarjestelmé ja sdadokset

audiovisuaalisten tuotteiden luvaton kopiointi | Euroopan rakentamistyd | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Internet |
kaupanpitaminen | KAUPPA | kirjallinen ja taiteellinen omaisuus | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTA | kulttuuri ja uskonto |
sisdmarkkinat | séhkoinen kaupankéaynti | tekijanoikeus | tieto ja tiedonkasittely | tietoteollisuus | tietoyhteiskunta |
TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | tutkimus ja immateriaalioikeus | tydllisyys | TYOLLISYYS JATYO |
vapaus tarjota palveluja | viestintd | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET

This paper looks at liability of online providers for copyright infringements.

The liability privileges in Articles 12 to 15 E-Commerce Directive can remain unchanged; they seem to be sufficiently
flexible to adopt to new business models, which also make them in general future proof.

These privileges do not, however, establish liability. With regard to injunction claims, Article 8(3) Copyright Directive
provides for a satisfactory solution. EU rules establishing liability beyond injunction (e.g. damages) should be
harmonised following the requirements (1) sufficient intervention by the internet provider and (2) breach of an
adequate duty of care by the internet provider.
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This note seeks to provide an initial analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the European Commission's impact
assessment (IA) accompanying the above proposal, which is the main part of the '‘Cybersecurity package', submitted
on 13 September 2017 and referred to Parliament's Committee on Industry, Research and Energy (ITRE). As
announced in the State of the Union Address 2017 and the Commission's communication on Europe's Cyber
Resilience System and Cybersecurity Industry, the initiative aims to reform the European Union Agency for Network
and Information Security (ENISA or 'Agency') in order to enhance its supporting functions for Member States in
achieving cybersecurity resilience and to acknowledge the Agency's responsibilities under the new directive on
security of network and information systems (NIS Directive). In addition, the proposal establishes a voluntary European
cybersecurity certification framework to promote such certification schemes for specific information and communication
technology (ICT) products and services, and to allow for mutual recognition of certificates so as to avoid further market
fragmentation.
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The European Council's role — to ‘provide the Union with the necessary impetus for its development' and to define its
‘general political directions and priorities' - has developed rapidly over the past eight years. Since June 2014, the
European Council Oversight Unit within the European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS), the European
Parliament's in-house research service and think-tank, has been monitoring and analysing the European Council's
delivery of the various commitments made in the conclusions of its meetings. This overview, presented in the form of a
regularly updated Rolling Check-List of Commitments to Date, is designed to review the degree of progress in realising
the goals which the European Council has set itself since January 2010 and to assist the Parliament in exercising its
important oversight role in this field.
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This paper examines the development of digital business models in the provision of flights and short-term
accommodation services. It discusses the growing importance of digital intermediaries and their associated business
model features, some of which provide significant value, and others which could be considered deleterious and in need
of regulatory scrutiny. The paper concludes with some suggestions for regulation based on technology, algorithms and
big data analytics. This could enable a more soft-touch, automatic, dynamic and individualised approach to regulation.
This research paper has been commissioned by Policy Department at the request of the Internal Market and
Consumer Protection Committee.
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The EU Market Access Strategy (MAS) and associated Market Access Partnership (MAP) is a EU trade policy
operational instrument designed to identify and remove market access restrictions confronting EU firms in third
country export markets. Since the 2008 financial crisis, there has been a steady increase in the number of trade
restricting measures imposed by EU trading partners. The MAS is a key tool through which the EU seeks to work with
third countries to prevent, remove and reduce market access barriers. There is broad support for the MAS among
stakeholders who are aware of the mechanism and a virtual consensus that greater emphasis should be given by the
European Union to identifying and removing barriers to trade and investment in third countries. Two types of
challenges confront the MAS and, as a result, its effectiveness. One centres on the identification of protectionist
measures and the ability of the EU to induce policy changes by trading partners. The other is to improve awareness
among EU exporters of the existence of the MAP and leveraging the tools that are available to address market access
restrictions. The European Parliament can contribute to addressing these challenges by engaging with national
parliaments and constituencies on the existence and utility of the MAS and in advocating that market access issues be
prioritised in the activities of the European Commission. The European Parliament can also play an increased role in
helping to achieve the goals of the MAS and support EU exports by raising market access issues when they engage
with third country counterparts.
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The briefing gives a brief introductory presentation of the provisions of the proposal concerning the creation of new
rights for press publishers to protect their press publications under EU copyright law. Also, it discusses the reasoning
behind the creation of new rights for press publishers to ensure a fair remuneration. It also discusses the definitions (of
g_ress.publishers and press publications) and the scope of the protection as well as the effects of the proposed

irective.
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This study brings together work in progress on a long-term project to identify and analyse the ‘cost of non-Europe' in a
number of policy fields. This concept, first pioneered by the European Parliament in the 1980s, is used here to quantify
the potential efficiency gains in today's European economy through pursuing a series of policy initiatives recently
advocated by Parliament — from a wider and deeper digital single market to more systematic coordination of national
and European defence policies or increased cooperation to fight corporate tax avoidance. The benefits are measured
principally in additional GDP generated or more rational use of public resources. The latest analysis suggests that the
European economy could be boosted by €1.75 trillion per year — or 12 % of EU-28 GDP (2016) — by such measures
over time. The study is intended to make a contribution to the on-going discussion about the European Union's policy
priorities over the current five-year institutional cycle, running from 2014 to 2019.
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vaikuttavuustutkimus | viestinta | YHTEISKUNNALLISET KYSYMYKSET | yleisradiointi

The briefing paper gives a brief introductory presentation of the provisions of the copyright proposal COM (2016)593
concerning the creation of new rights for press publishers to protect their press publications under EU law. It also
discusses the reasoning behind the creation of new rights for press publishers to ensure a fair remuneration and sheds
light on the definitions "press publishers" and "press publications" and the scope of the protection as well as the effects
of the proposed directive.
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Yhteenveto This briefing is intended as a background overview for parliamentary committees planning their activities in relation to
the European Commission's work programme 2018 (CWP). It gives (i) a brief description of the content of the work
programme, and (ii) an explanation of what committees can expect in terms of implementation appraisals in the next
few months from the Ex-Post Evaluation Unit in the European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS).
Implementation appraisals are pro-active briefings providing a succinct overview of publicly available material on the
implementation, application and effectiveness to date of an EU law, drawing on input from EU institutions and bodies,
as well as external organisations.
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Yhteenveto This paper aims to provide an overview of planned and ongoing evaluations of EU legislation and spending
programmes carried out by each European Commission directorate-general (DG). The general overview and state of
play on the public availability of evaluations is completed by a rolling check-list comprising on-going and planned
evaluations on the basis of information disclosed by the Commission in various sources (DGs' management plans and
annual activity reports, the Single Evaluation Plans for 2016 and 2017, roadmaps published since July 2015) and the
information available in individual DGs. The annexes to this paper contain an overview of, and links to, the DGs'
management plans for 2017 (Annex 1); and a list of, and direct links to, the evaluations published between 2015 and 20
October 2017 in various sources (Annexes Il and IIl). Finally, Annex IV covers the Commission staff working
documents related to evaluation published on EUR-Lex and in the Register of Commission Documents up to October
2017.
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TYO | tydllisyyspolitikka

Yhteenveto The single market constitutes the largest barrier-free, common economic space in the industrialised world,
encompassing over half a billion citizens in an economy with a gross domestic product (GDP) of some €13 trillion.
Since its creation the single market has added 2.2 % to the EU gross domestic product (GDP), increased employment
by 2.8 million, and promoted inward investment into the EU economy. Delivering and completing the existing single
market could potentially allow for a €651 billion additional benefit per year.
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With its strategy paper entitled ‘Trade for all’ in 2015, the Commission launched an EU trade policy that focussed on
values such as human rights, workers’ rights, environmental protection and sustainable development. The idea was
that free trade should be fair for both consumers in Europe and for citizens elsewhere. This approach was pursued in
bilateral trade negotiations and in legislative proposals on, for example, conflict minerals, dual-use goods or the
investment court system. But by the end of 2016 the tenor of the debate on international trade had changed, shifting
the focus to national interests and fairness for consumers and producers at home. The UK'’s decision to withdraw from
the EU and the election of President Trump in the US, together with the expiry of the clause recognising China’s non-
market economy status, contributed to this shift. The European Parliament has played a crucial role in shaping the
direction of EU trade policy. While its 2015 resolution on the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) set
the values-based trade agenda, its resolutions in 2016 and 2017 on China’s market economy status and global value
chains reflected the shift in values. The Commission is seeking to balance free and fair trade but new challenges lie
ahead, notably in the EU’s neighbourhood: Russia, the Eastern Partnership, Turkey and the UK'’s withdrawal from the
EU.
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Prepared by Policy Department A at the request of the European Parliament's Committee on Industry, Research and
Energy (ITRE), this report examines the current state of play in the open data market and the legal framework in the
EU. Barriers and possible solutions are identified in the form of future scenarios to 2020-25. The key policy
recommendation Is to instigate a system of Open Data Licensing to drive access to open data, akin to open source
software licensing.
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The Monthly Highlights publication provides an overview, at a glance, of the on-going work of the policy departments,
including a selection of the latest and forthcoming publications, and a list of future events.
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On 12 September 2017, the European Parliament voted to adopt a legislative act that aims at the promotion of very
fast wireless internet access in local communities.

This service will be provided free of charge to the public at large. The areas covered will encompass public
administrations, libraries and hospitals, as well as outdoor spaces accessible to all. The aim is to increase accessibility
to high-performance mobile internet, and to raise awareness of the benefits of such connectivity. Administrative
procedEres will be simplified and EU funds will be used to provide financial support to the establishment of such
networks.

This action comes within the framework of the digital single market, and is one of several legislative proposals
announced on 14 September 2016 by the Commission, with its communication, ‘Connectivity for a competitive digital
single market — Towards a European gigabit society’.

EN

Recognition of professional qualifications in inland navigation

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Tekija
Toimiala
Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Briefing

Briefing

09-11-2017

PAPE Marketa

EP:n ja neuvoston hyvaksyma lainsaadanto | Liikenne | Sisamarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Tyollisyys

ammatillinen patevyys | ammatillisen patevyyden tunnustaminen | ehdotus (EU) | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan
unionin oikeus | EY:n direktiivi | kuljetuksen turvallisuus | kuljetusjarjestelyt | LIIKENNE | liikennepolitiikka |
matkustajaliikenne | meri- ja jokilikenne | miehisto | sisévesikuljetus | tavallinen lainsaatamisjarjestys | tavaroiden
kuljettaminen | tydllisyys | TYOLLISYYS JA TYO | tydmarkkinat | tydvoiman liikkuvuus

While inland navigation is a cost-effective and environmentally friendly mode of transport, it is not used to its full
capacity. Apart from the need for significant infrastructure improvements, the sector is affected by limited labour
mobility and shortage of qualified workers. To enhance labour mobility, the European Commission proposed to
establish a common system of qualifications for workers on EU inland waterways, based on their competence. While
the EU legislation currently applies only to boatmasters, the proposal introduces harmonised rules for all deck crew
members. Moreover, it extends the scope of legislation to the previously excluded River Rhine. Ultimately, the proposal
should facilitate entry to professions in inland navigation, improve career prospects and make jobs in the sector more
attractive. Fourth edition. The EU Legislation in Progress Briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative
procedure. To view earlier editions of this briefing, please see: PE 593.548, 23 November 2016.
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The European Commission has proposed the revision of the Consumer Protection Cooperation (CPC) Regulation, to
broaden its scope and strengthen the powers of the national authorities cooperating on cross-border EU consumer-law

infringements. Three rounds of trilogue negotiations produced a provisional agreement in June 2017, now awaiting a
first-reading vote in plenary in November.
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On 26 September 2017, the European Commission published a notice laying out guidelines on the application of EU
food and consumer protection law to issues of dual quality of food products. This legally non-binding notice follows
tests in seven 'new' EU Member States that compared the composition and sensory qualities of branded products sold
in those countries with some of the 'old' Member States. The tests showed that some of the products included less of
the main ingredient, included ingredients that were considered to be less healthy and of poorer quality, or had different
taste, consistency, and other sensory characteristics. Manufacturers have questioned the reliability of the tests,
claiming the differences were the result of adjusting their products to local tastes or using local ingredients and
different places of manufacture. The Commission notice acknowledges that producers have a right to differentiate their
products, but warns that consumers must not be misled. It clarifies the provisions of EU legislation which should enable
the national authorities in Member States to act. It introduces the notion of a ‘product of reference’, against which
consumer expectations are to be measured. Consumers need to be adequately informed if a product differs from their
expectations, as when inadequate information leads them to buy a product they would not otherwise buy, such dual
quality may be contrary to the Unfair Commercial Practices Directive. Members of the European Parliament have
regularly spoken out against the practice of dual quality of food, with the European Parliament asking the Commission
to verify the extent of the problem as early as 2013.

EN

Tavaroiden vapaa liikkuvuus

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Tekija
Toimiala
Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Faktatietoja EU:sta
01-11-2017
MACIEJEWSKI Mariusz
Sisdmarkkinat ja tulliunioni

alkuperéatuote | Euroopan rakentamistyd | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus | kansainvélinen kauppa |
KAUPPA | sisamarkkinat | standardien yhdenmukaistaminen | tariffipolitiikka | tavaroiden vapaa liilkkuvuus | teknologia
ja tekninen saantely | tullijarjestelman yhdenmukaistaminen | tulliliitto | tullittomuus | TUOTANTO, TEKNOLOGIA JA
TUTKIMUS | vastavuoroisen tunnustamisen periaate

Tavaroiden vapaa liikkuvuus, joka on ensimmainen sisdmarkkinoiden neljasta perusvapaudesta, varmistetaan
poistamalla tullit ja maaralliset rajoitukset sekéa kieltamalla vaikutukseltaan vastaavat toimenpiteet. Myds
vastavuoroisen tunnustamisen periaatteella, fyysisten ja teknisten esteiden poistamisella ja standardoinnin
edistamisella jatketaan sisamarkkinoiden toteuttamista. Vuonna 2008 hyvaksytylla uudella lainséadéantokehyksella on
vahvistettu tuntuvasti tuotteiden kaupan pitamista koskevia saantoja, tavaroiden vapaata liilkkuvuutta, unionin
markkinavalvontajarjestelméa ja CE-merkintad. Liséksi on vakiinnutettu vastavuoroisen tunnustamisen periaate, joka
kattaa useita tuotteita, joita EU:n tason yhdenmukaistaminen ei koske.
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Alueellisella valtiontuella pyritaan edistamaén taloudellista kehitysté ja tyopaikkojen luomista Euroopan
epasuotuisimmilla alueilla.
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Alueellisella valtiontuella pyritaan edistamaén taloudellista kehitysté ja tyopaikkojen luomista Euroopan
epasuotuisimmilla alueilla.

Léhde : © Euroopan unioni, 2024 - EP 135


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/EPRS_BRI(2017)608804
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/608804/EPRS_BRI(2017)608804_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/04A_FT(2013)030102
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/030102/04A_FT(2013)030102_BG.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/030102/04A_FT(2013)030102_CS.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/030102/04A_FT(2013)030102_DA.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/030102/04A_FT(2013)030102_DE.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/030102/04A_FT(2013)030102_EL.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/030102/04A_FT(2013)030102_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/030102/04A_FT(2013)030102_ES.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/030102/04A_FT(2013)030102_FI.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/030102/04A_FT(2013)030102_FR.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/030102/04A_FT(2013)030102_HU.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/030102/04A_FT(2013)030102_IT.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/030102/04A_FT(2013)030102_LT.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/030102/04A_FT(2013)030102_LV.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/030102/04A_FT(2013)030102_NL.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/030102/04A_FT(2013)030102_PT.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/030102/04A_FT(2013)030102_RO.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/030102/04A_FT(2013)030102_SV.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/030102/04A_FT(2013)030102_ET.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/030102/04A_FT(2013)030102_HR.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/030102/04A_FT(2013)030102_MT.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/030102/04A_FT(2013)030102_PL.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/030102/04A_FT(2013)030102_SK.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/030102/04A_FT(2013)030102_SL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/04A_FT(2017)N51585
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N51585/doc_bg.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N51585/doc_cs.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N51585/doc_da.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N51585/doc_de.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N51585/doc_el.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N51585/doc_en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N51585/doc_es.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N51585/doc_fi.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N51585/doc_fr.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N51585/doc_ga.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N51585/doc_hu.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N51585/doc_it.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N51585/doc_lt.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N51585/doc_lv.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N51585/doc_nl.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N51585/doc_pt.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N51585/doc_ro.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N51585/doc_sv.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N51585/doc_et.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N51585/doc_hr.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N51585/doc_mt.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N51585/doc_pl.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N51585/doc_sk.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2017/N51585/doc_sl.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/04A_FT(2013)050108
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050108/04A_FT(2013)050108_BG.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050108/04A_FT(2013)050108_CS.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050108/04A_FT(2013)050108_DA.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050108/04A_FT(2013)050108_DE.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050108/04A_FT(2013)050108_EL.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050108/04A_FT(2013)050108_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050108/04A_FT(2013)050108_ES.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050108/04A_FT(2013)050108_FI.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050108/04A_FT(2013)050108_FR.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050108/04A_FT(2013)050108_HU.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050108/04A_FT(2013)050108_IT.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050108/04A_FT(2013)050108_LT.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050108/04A_FT(2013)050108_LV.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050108/04A_FT(2013)050108_NL.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050108/04A_FT(2013)050108_PT.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050108/04A_FT(2013)050108_RO.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050108/04A_FT(2013)050108_SV.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050108/04A_FT(2013)050108_ET.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050108/04A_FT(2013)050108_HR.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050108/04A_FT(2013)050108_MT.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050108/04A_FT(2013)050108_PL.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050108/04A_FT(2013)050108_SK.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/fiches_techniques/2013/050108/04A_FT(2013)050108_SL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/fi/legal-notice

Kilpailupolitiikka
Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Tekija
Toimiala

Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Faktatietoja EU:sta

Faktatietoja EU:sta
01-11-2017
HONNEFELDER Stephanie
Sisamarkkinat ja tulliunioni

EU:n kilpailupolitiikka | EU:n toimielimen toimivalta | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin toimielimet ja unionin
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Euroopan unionin toiminnasta tehdyn sopimuksen 101-109 artiklassa annetaan saannot sisamarkkinakilpailusta.
Saantojen mukaan kiellettyja ovat sellaiset yritysten valiset sopimukset, jotka rajoittavat kilpailua sisémarkkinoilla.
Maaraavassa asemassa olevat yritykset eivat saa kayttdd asemaansa vaarin ja vaikuttaa nain jasenvaltioiden véliseen
kauppaan. Komissio valvoo unioninlaajuisia yrityskeskittymié ja yritysostoja ja voi kieltda sellaiset tietyin ehdoin.
Kilpailua vaaristavat valtiontuet yksittaisille yrityksille tai tuotteille ovat kiellettyj&, mutta niitd voidaan myontéa tietyissa
tapauksissa. Kilpailusaannoét koskevat myds julkisia yrityksid, julkisia palveluja ja yleista etua koskevia palveluja.
Kilpailusaantoja voidaan olla soveltamatta, jos naiden palvelujen tavoitteiden toteutuminen vaarantuu.
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ammatillisen patevyyden tunnustaminen | ammattiin paésy | asianajaja | itsendinen ammatinharjoittaja | koulutus |
KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTA | OIKEUS | oikeusorganisaatio | sijoittautumisoikeus | terveydenhoitoalan ammatti |
terveys | tutkintojen tunnustaminen | tyollisyys | TYOLLISYYS JA TYO | tydmarkkinat | YHTEISKUNNALLISET
KYSYMYKSET

Sijoittautumisvapaus ja palvelujen tarjoamisen vapaus ovat sisamarkkinoiden kulmakivid ja mahdollistavat yritysten ja
ammattihenkildiden liikkkuvuuden kaikkialla EU:ssa. Naiden vapauksien toteutuminen edellyttas, etta kansallisesti
myodnnetyt tutkintotodistukset ja patevyydet tunnustetaan yleisesti. Tutkintotodistuksia ja patevyyksia on pyritty
yhdenmukaistamaan ja niiden vastavuoroista tunnustamista edistdmaén monin eri toimin, ja alan lainsdadantoa ollaan
parhaillaan tdydentdmassa.
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Hankintaviranomaisten tekemill& sopimuksilla varmistetaan rakennusurakan ja tavara- tai palveluhankinnan
suorittaminen korvausta vastaan. Tallaisia yhden tai useamman talouden toimijan kanssa tehtyja sopimuksia kutsutaan
julkisiksi hankintasopimuksiksi, ja ne muodostavat merkittdvan osan Euroopan unionin bruttokansantuotteesta.
Kuitenkin vain pieni prosenttiosuus julkisista hankintasopimuksista on tehty muiden kuin kansallisten yritysten kanssa.
Sisamarkkinoiden periaatteiden soveltaminen kyseisiin sopimuksiin varmistaa taloudellisten voimavarojen paremman
jakamisen ja julkisten varojen jarkevamman kaytén. Euroopan parlamentti ja neuvosto hyvaksyivat vuonna 2014 uuden
Julkisia hankintoja koskevan paketin, jonka tarkoituksena on tehdé menettelyistéa aiempaa yksinkertaisemmat ja
joustavammat, jotta voidaan tukea pk-yritysten osallistumista julkisiin hankintoihin ja varmistaa, etta sosiaaliset ja
ympaéristda koskevat arviointiperusteet otetaan paremmin huomioon.
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voimalateollisuus | 6ljyteollisuus

Vuosina 1996-2009 hyvaksyttiin kolme lainsaadantdpakettia, joiden tarkoituksena oli yndenmukaistaa EU:n energian
sisdmarkkinat ja vapauttaa ne sadantelysta. Paketeissa késiteltiin markkinoille paasya, avoimuutta, sdantelya,
kuluttajansuojaa, yhteenliitdnnén edistamista ja tarjonnan riittavyytta. Niiden seurauksena uudet kaasun- ja
sahkontoimittajat padsevat jasenvaltioiden markkinoille ja kuluttajat — niin yritysasiakkaat kuin kotitalousasiakkaatkin —
voivat valita toimittajansa vapaasti. Muussa energian sisamarkkinoihin kytkeytyvéasséa unionin politikassa kasitellaan
séhkon, kaasun ja 6ljyn toimitusvarmuutta seké Euroopan laajuisten séahkon ja kaasun siirtoverkkojen kehittdmista.
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P&aomien vapaa liilkkuvuus on paitsi uusin perussopimuksiin kirjatuista vapauksista myos niisté laajin, koska se kattaa
ainoana kolmannet maat. PAdomavirtojen vapauttaminen on edennyt vahitellen. Maastrichtin sopimuksesta alkaen on
poistettu kaikki rajoitukset, jotka koskevat paaomanliikkeité ja maksuja jasenvaltioiden valilla tai jasenvaltioiden ja
kolmansien maiden valilla. Periaate on vaikutuksiltaan valiton, eli se ei edellytéd uutta lainsaadantéa unionin eika
jasenvaltioiden tasolla.

Faktatietoja EU:sta BG, CS, DA, DE, EL, EN, ES, FI, FR, HU, IT, LT, LV, NL, PT, RO, SV, ET, HR, MT, PL, SK, SL

EU relations with Armenia and Azerbaijan

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara

Selvitys
30-10-2017

Ulkopuolinen laatija Leila ALIEVA, Senior Common Room Member at St. Antony’s College, University of Oxford

Toimiala

Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Selvitys

Laure DELCOUR Research Fellow, Fondation Maison des sciences de 'homme (FMSH);
Hrant KOSTANYAN, Researcher, Centre for European Policy Studies (CEPS)

Demokratia | Energia | Ihmisoikeudet | Kansainvalinen kauppa | Sisémarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Talous- ja raha-asiat |
Turvallisuus ja puolustus | Ulkosuhteet

aluekiista | Armenia | AzerbaidZan | energiayhteisty® | Euroopan rakentamistyd | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Eurooppa |
ihmisoikeudet | itdinen kumppanuus | kansainvalinen turvallisuus | KANSAINVALISET SUHTEET | kaupalllnen
yhteisty6 | MAANTIEDE | oikeudet ja vapaudet | OIKEUS | poliittinen maantiede | sopimusneuvottelut (EU) | talouden
rakenne | talousliitto | talousmaantiede | TALOUSTIEDE | Vendja | yhteinen ulko- ja turvallisuuspolitiikka |
yhteistyopolitikka | yhteistydsopimus (EU)

The EU is currently reshaping its relationship with Armenia and Azerbaijan through new agreements for which the
negotiations ended (Armenia) or started (Azerbaijan) in February 2017.

After Yerevan’s decision to join the EAEU (thereby renouncing to sign an AA/DCFTA), the initialling of the CEPA
provides a new impetus to EU-Armenia relations. It highlights Armenia’s lingering interest in developing closer ties with
the EU and provides a vivid illustration of the EU’s readiness to respond to EaP countries’ specific needs and
circumstances. The CEPA is also a clear indication that the EU has not engaged in a zero-sum game with Russia and
is willing to exploit any opportunity to further its links with EaP countries.

The launch of negotiations on a new EU-Azerbaijan agreement — in spite of serious political and human rights
problems in the country — results from several intertwined factors, including the EU’s energy security needs and Baku's
increasing bargaining power. At this stage, Azerbaijan is interested only in forms of cooperation that are not
challenging the political status quo. However, the decline in both world oil prices and domestic oil production in this
country is creating bargaining opportunities for the EU in what promises to be a difficult negotiation.
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The European Council's role — to 'provide the Union with the necessary impetus for its development' and to define its
‘general political directions and priorities' - has developed rapidly over the past seven years. Since June 2014, the
European Council Oversight Unit within the European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS), the European
Parliament's in-house research service and think-tank, has been monitoring and analysing the European Council's
delivery of the various commitments made in the conclusions of its meetings. This overview, presented in the form of a
regularly updated Rolling Check-List of Commitments to Date, is designed to review the degree of progress in realising
the goals which the European Council has set itself since January 2010 and to assist the Parliament in exercising its
important oversight role in this field.
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This study was requested by the European Parliament's Committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection
(IMCO) as part of the Parliament’s general commitment to improving the quality of EU legislation, and in particular in
undertaking to carry out impact assessments of its own substantial amendments when it considers it appropriate and
necessary for the legislative process. The aim of this study is to conduct an ex-ante impact assessment of proposed
substantial amendments from the IMCO and JURI Committees which would introduce a commercial lifespan
guarantee. The impacts of these amendments have been analysed through the development of specific policy options.
Two non-legislative options, implying that none of the amendments are implemented, are first assessed: an Option
zero and a soft law approach (Option 1). Three distinct legislative options are also defined, by integrating specific
aspects of the amendments: Option 2 (Subjective duration of lifespan), Option 3 (Normal duration of lifespan) and
Option 4 (Binding technical standards for the determination of the lifespan) For each legislative option, two sub-options
are developed by considering liability solely on the manufacturer (2a, 3a and 4a), or joint liability with the trader (2b, 3b
and 4b). The key findings of the impact assessment reveal that the preferred options are Options 2 and 4. The former
is certainly less ambitious than the latter and would result in less benefit overall, but it would also involve less cost and,
contrary to Option 4, could be implemented within a relatively short period of time.
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The purpose of summer time is to capitalise on natural daylight. By turning the clock one hour forward as the days get
longer in spring, sunset is delayed by this same hour, until the clock is set back again in autumn. This practice is
applied in over 60 countries worldwide. In the EU, Member States draw on a long tradition of daylight saving time
(DST), and many have developed their own DST schemes. Harmonisation attempts began in the 1970s, to facilitate
the effective operation of the internal market. Today, the uniform EU-wide application of DST is governed by Directive
2000/84/EC; most European third countries have aligned their summer-time schemes with that of the EU. Much
academic research has been invested in examining the benefits and inconveniences of DST. It appears that: - summer
time benefits the internal market (notably the transport sector) and outdoor leisure activities, and it also generates
marginal savings in energy consumption; - the impact on other economic sectors remains largely inconclusive; - with
regard to inconveniences, health research associates DST with disruption to the human biorhythm (‘circadian rhythm").
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In March 2016, the European Commission put forward a proposal on fertilising products, which would extend the scope
of existing legislation and set limits on contaminants in fertilising products. The European Parliament is expected to
adopt its position on the proposal at its October Il part-session.
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This note seeks to provide an initial analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the European Commission's Impact
Assessment (IA) accompanying the above proposal, submitted on 2 May 2017 and referred to Parliament's Committee
on Internal Market and Consumer Protection. The initiative seeks to reduce as much as possible the additional
administrative burden that EU citizens and businesses face when they expand their activities to other Member States.
To achieve this, the IA explains that the single digital gateway should provide access to the national rules,
requirements and procedures that citizens and businesses from other Member States need to know about and comply
with. To assist the user with this journey, the gateway should cover three layers, namely information, procedures and
assistance services. The REFIT Platform Government Group confirmed the significance of a 'user journey approach’
(IA, p. 5). The proposal on the single digital gateway is one of the initiatives falling under the Commission's 2015 single
market strategy. The proposal also forms part of the ‘compliance package', which, alongside the single digital gateway,
sets out a single market information tool and the SOLVIT action plan. In addition, the REFIT Platform (consisting of
business stakeholders and Member State representatives) published an opinion in June 2016 recommending the
establishment of a single entry point with clear information and coordinated services for businesses in each Member
State to assist companies operating in the single market, and the definition of minimum common quality criteria for
content.
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Despite the achievements of single market integration, many non-tariff barriers (NTBs) persist, preventing realisation of
its full economic potential. These arise from laws, technical regulations and practices, and create obstacles for trade.
NTBs can be of a general character, such as problems with the implementation and enforcement of EU law at the
national level, missing or differing e-government solutions, or complex VAT requirements in intra-EU trade. NTBs can
also be sector-specific and concern only specific markets for goods, services or retail. Accordingly, the EU is tackling
NTBs with a mix of general and sectoral initiatives, often cutting across various policy areas. The Juncker Commission,
now at the mid-term of its mandate, made deepening the single market one of its main priorities. The Commission's
single market and digital single market strategies address many NTBs. However, greater Member State involvement,
stronger monitoring, and increased political emphasis on the single market are likely to be needed to remove the
barriers and deepen single market integration. NTBs are also increasingly mentioned in the context of debates on the
United Kingdom's withdrawal from the European Union. The impacts of Brexit on the single market and NTBs are as
yet unclear, but early analysis points to the likelihood of legal uncertainty and the need to address a multitude of often
challenging issues.
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The digital content directive was proposed by the European Commission as part of a legislative package, alongside
the online sales directive, to facilitate the development of the internal market for such content. The Council agreed on a
general approach on the proposal on 8 June 2017. This seeks to clarify the relationship between the proposed contract
law rules and the personal data protection regime — an issue which has been hotly debated. Furthermore, it
strengthens the position of consumers with regard to conformity and remedies. As for the Parliament, a draft report
was published in November 2016 by the two co-rapporteurs, who proposed to expand the directive's scope to include
digital content supplied against data that consumers provide passively, while also strengthening the position of
consumers as regards criteria of conformity. Objective criteria would become the default rule, with a possibility to
depart from them only if the consumer's attention were explicitly drawn to the shortcomings of the digital content. Third
edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure. To
view previous editions of this briefing, please see: PE 599.310 (March 2017).

"A more recent edition of this document is available. Find it by searching by the document title at this address:
http://lwww.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/home.html"
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This note seeks to provide an initial analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the European Commission's impact
assessment (IA) accompanying the above proposal, submitted on 2 May 2017 and referred to Parliament's Committee
on Internal Market and Consumer Protection. The creation of a deeper and fairer single market is one of the ten main
priorities of the Juncker Commission. To this end, the Commission proposed a new single market strategy in 2015.
One of the key areas of the single market strategy’s targeted actions is dedicated to a smart enforcement strategy and
the culture of compliance and is entitled ‘Ensuring practical delivery’. Within this area, the strategy announced, among
other actions, ‘a regulatory initiative on a market information tool for the Single Market, enabling the Commission to
collect information from selected market players’ (Single Market Strategy, p.16). It is this 'Single Market Information
Tool' (SMIT) that is the subject of the Commission proposal. Two other initiatives were proposed by the Commission
alongside the SMIT on 2 May 2017 as part of the compliance package: a regulation establishing a single digital
gateway and an action plan on the reinforcement of the SOLVIT tool .
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Cross-border provision of services in the EU is relatively common, and is undertaken by an increasing number of
entities, especially in sectors such as construction and business. Despite this fact, many service-providers still face
obstacles to benefitting from comparable business opportunities available to local persons and organisations. The
proposed regulation and accompanying directive aim to tackle these remaining obstacles through the introduction of a
European services e-card, meant to increase and simplify cooperation between home and host Member States, as well
as through the simplification of the procedures applicable to cross-border service-providers. The proposal drew a
mixed response: stakeholders generally welcomed the Commission's efforts to remove existing barriers; however, they
raised concerns about possible undesirable consequences that the new proposal might trigger, such as reduced
control opportunities, and increases in bogus self-employment and social dumping. These views were shared by a
number of national parliaments.
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The Monthly Highlights publication provides an overview, at a glance, of the on-going work of the policy departments,
including a selection of the latest and forthcoming publications, and a list of future events.
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This note seeks to provide an initial analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the European Commission's Impact
Assessment (IA) accompanying the above proposal submitted on 6 March 2017 and referred to Parliament’s
Committee on Industry, Research, and Energy (ITRE). The proposal aims to reduce the administrative burden for
business, in particular SMEs, by eliminating the fragmentation of the European business statistics legislation and
repealing 10 different legal acts in this field. This concerns information on the producer prices, turnover, employment,
production output, as well as trade, investment flows and prices. The proposal is also considered by the Commission
as a priority area in the context of the modernisation of EU law. According to the Commission, the harmonisation of
business statistics at the European level is needed in order to implement wider priorities such as the 10 priorities of the
Juncker Commission. In this regard, the Commission proposes to establish a common legal framework for the
development, production, and dissemination of European business statistics.
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eGovernment, which involves deploying technology to deliver public services, increases administrative efficiency and
reduces the administrative burden on the public and businesses. The EU has been actively promoting implementation
of eGovernment practices, in particular in cross-border situations. Many studies point to significant savings for national
authorities and reduced costs for businesses through further advancement of eGovernment in Europe. However, a low
level of digitisation of public services and the lack of interoperability between eGovernment systems still present major
electronic and procedural barriers to the free movement of goods, services and people in the single market. Other
problems include insufficient access to information and low usability of the services offered. Many Member States are
well advanced at national level, but the cross-border provision of e-services is still lagging behind. In order to address
these issues, various policy initiatives have already been launched or are planned under the digital single market
strategy and the eGovernment 2016-2020 action plan. A further boost should come from the current Estonian EU
Council Presidency, which has made promotion of eGovernment one of its main priorities.
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In December 2016, the European Commission adopted its long-term plan to strengthen the governance and
management of the EU customs union. The customs union, in place since 1968, is a pillar of the single market, and
vital to the free flow of goods and services. According to the Commission, a strong customs system helps foster
competitive businesses, increases wealth, and also protects against terrorist, health, and environmental threats. The
customs union operates under the legal framework of the Union Customs Code (UCC), in force since May 2016.
However, while customs rules are the same across the EU, national customs authorities do not always apply them in a
consistent manner. The Commission has therefore proposed structural and administrative changes, inter alia, on
customs policy monitoring, formulation, and implementation. In addition, the Commission proposes to tackle
administrative issues (e.g. application of EU law, competency building for custom officials, aligning new EU-wide IT
systems dedicated to customs procedures), and border management coordination. The European Parliament is critical
of the differences between customs systems at the national level, in particular regarding customs duties and customs
clearance, since these create fragmentation, additional administrative burdens (in particular for small and medium-
sized enterprises), and hamper e-commerce. The Parliament suggests, among other things, the creation of more
uniform electronic customs requirements and risk-assessment programmes. Parliament has also called on the
Commission to present an interim report evaluating EU customs policy by 2017, including a review of the problems,
overlaps, gaps, and complaints filed with customs authorities, and customs infringements.
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This report summarizes the discussion during the 10th Meeting of the IMCO Working Group on the Digital Single
Market. It summarizes the exchange of views between MEPs, independent academic experts and the European
Commission on the topic of geo-blocking in the Digital Single Market.

The proceedings were prepared by Policy Department A for the Internal Market and Consumer Protection Committee.
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Digital technologies, taken as a broad generic category of technological inventions and applications, fall under a rare
kind of ‘disruptive technologies’ that can radically change existing economic sectors, enable new modes of work,
production and consumption and trigger broader societal transformations. To make apt policy decisions, there is a
distinct need to understand what these technologies and their effects actually are and how they may develop over
time. This study attends to this need in particular with regard to the implications of digital technologies for EU’s external
trade policies. It accentuates the critical importance of data and cross-border data flows for the emergent digital
economy and underscores the need to appropriately address them with a calibrated and more proactive positioning of
the EU in international trade venues.
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The study addresses the secondary liability of Internet intermediaries, namely, the issue of whether and to what extent,
intermediaries —who bring together or facilitate transactions between third parties on the Internet— should be liable
for, or in dependence of, illegal activities by their users. The report discusses the main issues related to the application
of the Directive, and makes some suggestions for future improvements. It argues that the exemption should be
maintained, since it is needed to ensure the diverse provision of intermediation services and the freedoms of the users
of such services. Some updates to the current regulation may provide better guidance to Internet intermediaries, their
users, and legal professionals.
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This document was prepared by Policy Department A: Economic and Scientific Policy, at the request of the Committee
for the Internal Market and Consumer Affairs. After setting out the background of recent EU initiatives in the realm of
services, in particular professional services, it explains in considerable detail the new Restrictiveness Indicator for
Professional Services developed by the European Commission, followed by a careful assessment based on seven
queries. It shows that, technically, this indicator is an improvement over similar work done by the OECD but that the
empirical results are not radically different from those of the OECD in four such professions. The study cautions that
the use of the new indicator has to be combined with assessments of proportionality, and that more attention should be
paid to barriers to free movement.
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This thesaurus is a collection of ECON related articles, papers and studies on the possible withdrawal of the UK from
the EU. Recent literature from various sources is categorised, chronologically listed — while keeping the content of
previous editions - and briefly summarised. To facilitate the use of this tool and to allow an easy access, certain
documents may appear in more than one category. The thesaurus is non-exhaustive and may be updated. This
document was provided by Policy Department A at the request of the ECON Committee.
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This briefing is based on: World Bank Regular Economic Report; van der Marel, E., J. Kren and M. lootty (2016)
"Services in the European Union: What Kinds of Regulatory Policies Enhance Productivity?", World Bank Policy
Research Paper Series, No. 7919: http://bit.ly/2dtb45p; van der Marel, E. (2017) “Reforming Services: What Policies
Warrant Attention?”, ECIPE Five Freedoms Policy Brief, No. 1/2017: http://bit.ly/2uhzI3W. It was prepared by Policy
Department A for the Internal Market and Consumer Protection Committee.
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« In the Communication on reform recommendations [COM(2017)8290 final], the European Commission has shown
how the regulation of professional services is a significant policy issue for the Single Market. It also underlines the
relevance of policy action in this area in the wider context of European labour markets and EU strategies and policies.
« The policy objectives for the reform recommendations need to be articulated more clearly. This includes being clear
that Member States need to balance the costs and benefits of regulatory reform. The reform process is not just about
reducing the cost of regulation, it also recognises the benefits of regulation and seeks to encourage better regulation.

« Experiences during the mutual evaluation suggest strongly that Member States need guidance from the Commission
on how to undertake the process of balancing costs and benefits as they implement the reform recommendations. The
European Commission needs to review why Member States faced problems with this process and apply lessons learnt
in order to assist Member States with the implementation of the reform recommendations.

* When legislating the European Parliament should ensure that the European Commission has the following tasks:
publication of detailed monitoring and evaluation plans; annual repetition of the EU Survey of Regulated Occupations;
and the creation of a central repository for sharing evidence and data.

* When legislating, the European Parliament should ensure that Member States are recommended to follow the
guidelines on regulation of professional services issued by the European Commission and to cooperate with each
other and with the European Commission in the development and sharing of evidence.
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« Platforms, understood as a method of organising digital markets that allows two groups of users (suppliers and
customers) to meet, are one of the pillars of the digital market. They facilitate its development, providing adequate
solutions to the needs of the sharing, collaborative, data, and P2P economies.

« Platforms that often operate as marketplaces have a triangle structure where users must first conclude a contract with
the platform to be subsequently able to conclude contracts between themselves. The status of platform user is very
often difficult to define, as platforms allow a rapid development of the pursued activities, which pushes the users
outside the realm of consumer. These two characteristics make platforms difficult to fit with the EU market and
consumer regulations.
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To ensure the full participation of people with disabilities in society and to reduce the fragmentation of legislation
governing their access to products and services, the Commission has adopted a proposal for a directive — often
referred to as the European Accessibility Act. This would provide a common EU definition of, and implementation
framework for, accessibility requirements for certain products and services in the internal market. Parliament is due to
vote on the proposal in the September plenary.
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The European Commission has launched an initiative aimed at providing free access to fast internet in local
communities. The European Parliament is due to discuss and vote on WIFI4EU during its September plenary.
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The magnitude of the invrease in long-term rates is still relatively modest and is mainly driven by good news. It does
not represent a strong tightening of financial conditions, nor does it endanger public finances. The ECB should monitor
the situation carefully but it should not be a major concern for the moment. Nevertheless, if in the future yields drift
away from levels compatible with economic fundamentals, or threaten the European recovery and the return of inflation
towards 2%, the ECB’s expanded toolbox could be used to influence the whole yield curve.
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Kalastus- ja vesiviljelytuotealan yhteinen markkinajarjestely (YMJ) oli yhteisen kalastuspolitikan (YKP) ensimmainen
osio. Sen toiminta-alaa pidettiin viimeaikaisessa kalastusalan kriisissa rajallisena sen interventiomekanismien
luonteen ja niille osoitetun niukan rahoituksen vuoksi. Tama johti kattavaan uudistukseen, jossa laadittin YMJ:n ja
koko YKP:n uusi perusta vuodesta 2014 lahtien. Tarkistetulla YMJ:Ila parannetaan markkinavalvontaa, elintarvikkeiden
turvallisuutta ja kuluttajille tiedottamista seké edistetéan alueellista tuotteiden kaupallistamisen kehittAmistéa.
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This note seeks to provide an initial analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the European Commission's Impact
Assessment (IA) accompanying the above proposal, submitted on 10 January 2017 and referred to Parliament’s
Committee on Internal Market and Consumer Protection (IMCO). Overall, the |IA seems to motivate sufficiently the new
legislation aiming to create a more effective notification procedure for services in the single market. In particular, the
problems identified and the policy options considered appear to be clear and coherent. There are, however, some
elements, which might merit further attention. It would have been useful to provide some quantification (or,
alternatively, explain the lack thereof) regarding the economic impacts on businesses, competitiveness and SMEs,
notwithstanding that the proposal is mainly addressed to Member States’ public authorities. Moreover, it is noticeable
that the range of sources used to substantiate this IA is rather limited.
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The 2006 Services Directive requires Member States to notify the European Commission of changes to national rules
on services, providing the EU executive and other Member States with the opportunity to examine potential
incompatibility with EU legislation early in the process. Based on its own assessments and public consultation, the
Commission proposed in January 2017 to reform the current procedure in order to address various shortcomings
identified in the preparatory process. The new procedure seeks to allow intervention by the Commission or other
Member States before the law is adopted. The Council reached its general position in May 2017 proposing a number
of modifications with regard to the scope, timing and requirements concerning the Member States and the
Commission. The rapporteur published his draft report on 19 June 2017 and a deadline for amendments has been set
for 6 September 2017. First edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout
the legislative procedure.
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This in-depth analysis addresses the implications of several scenarios of the UK withdrawing from the EU in relation to
the EU Customs Union, the Internal Market law for Goods and Services, and on Consumer Protection law, identifying
the main cross-cutting challenges that have to be addressed irrespective of the policy choices that will be made in due
course. The analysis takes the fully-fledged EU membership as a point of departure and compares this baseline
scenario to a membership of the UK in the European Economic Area (EEA), the application of tailor-made
arrangements, as well as the fall-back scenario, in which the mutual relationship is governed by WTO law. Following
an analysis of the EU legal framework defining the withdrawal of a Member State from the EU the study develops an
analytical framework that allows for the identification of the legal impact of different Brexit scenarios on policy fields
falling within the ambit of the IMCO Committee. In this context, the general impact of the EEA model, the tailor-made
E}ogﬁzl ﬁmcé the WTO model on key pieces of the currently existing acquis communautaire in these policy areas are
ighlighted.
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This study identifies selected important competition-related issues in the internal energy market. It discusses the role of
competition law with respect to the following issues: State aid, congestion management, capacity remuneration
mechanisms, balancing markets, effective competition between suppliers, integration of new players in the market, and
energy poverty. To tackle these present and possible upcoming issues, the study provides indications regarding the
current and future need for applying instruments of competition law as well as other types of instruments. The study
was provided by Policy Department A at the request of the ECON Committee.
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Hybrid mismatch is a situation where a cross-border activity is treated differently for tax purposes by the countries
involved, resulting in favourable tax treatment. Hybrid mismatches are used as aggressive tax planning structures,
which in turn trigger policy reactions to neutralise their tax effects. When adopting the Anti-Tax Avoidance Directive in
July 2016, the Council requested that the Commission put forward a proposal on hybrid mismatches involving third
countries. The amendment proposed by the Commission on 25 October broadens the provisions of the directive
accordingly. It seeks to neutralise mismatches by obliging Member States to deny the deduction of payments by
taxpayers or by requiring taxpayers to include a payment or a profit in their taxable income. The Parliament’s opinion
was prepared by the Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee. As this is a tax measure, Parliament is only
consulted. The proposal was adopted by the Council on 29 May 2017.
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Yhteenveto This study was requested by the European Parliament’s Committee for Internal Market and Consumer Protection as
part of the Parliament’s general commitment to improving the quality of EU legislation, and in particular in undertaking
to carry out impact assessments of its own substantial amendments when it considers it appropriate and necessary for
the legislative process. The aim of this ex-ante impact assessment is to evaluate two substantial amendments being
proposed to the Commission proposal for a directive on certain aspects concerning contracts for the online and other
distance sales of goods. The amendments would extend the scope of the proposed directive to any sale contract
concluded between the consumer and the seller, and would repeal the Consumer Sales Directive. The findings of the
study indicate that the harmonisation of rules across Member States and sales channels would reduce the
fragmentation of the legal framework and enhance the clarity and transparency of applicable rules to the benefit of
both consumers and businesses. Most importantly, one single regime for online and face-to-face transactions could
contribute to increased consumers’ and traders’ awareness and confidence in purchasing/selling online and offline,
domestically and across borders. There would be a general increase in consumer protection throughout the EU, with
the exception of some Member States where consumers’ rights would be weakened. This could, however, translate
into increased costs for businesses in relation to remedies provided to consumers. The importance of having a single
regime for online and offline sales has been strongly supported by all stakeholders consulted for this study.
Nonetheless, consumer and business organisations have different views with regard to the aspects of consumer
protection under examination. Finding a balance between the interests of consumers and businesses remains, thus,
crucial.

Tutkimus EN

EU-Mapping 2017: Systematic overview on economic and financial legislation
Julkaisutyyppi Tutkimus
Paivamaara 14-07-2017
Tekija DE LEMOS PEIXOTO SAMUEL | HONNEFELDER Stephanie | KOLASSA Doris | KRISCHEL Anne Katharina |
LINDEMANN CLAUDIA | MAIER Rudolf | SILVESTRI ROBERTO | VAN ES Ivo

Ulkopuolinen laatija Prof Katja LANGENBUCHER, Research Center SAFE and Goethe University Frankfurt
Prof Tobias TROGER, Research Center SAFE and Goethe University Frankfurt
Lara MILIONE, Research Center SAFE and Goethe University Frankfurt
Andreas ROTH, Research Center SAFE and Goethe University Frankfurt

Toimiala Kuluttajansuoja | Rahoitus- ja pankkiasiat | Sisémarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Sopimus-, kauppa- ja yhtidoikeus | Talous- ja
raha-asiat | Unionin oikeus: oikeusjarjestelma ja sdadokset

Hakusana arvopaperi | elakerahasto | EU:sta eroaminen | Euroopan rakentamistyd | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin
oikeus | Eurooppa | FINANSSIASIAT | hallinnollinen avoimuus | investointi | julkistalous ja talousarviopolitiikka |
KAUPPA | kuluttajansuoja | kulutus | luotto- ja rahoituslaitokset | MAANTIEDE | pankkitarkastus | poliittinen maantiede
| POLITIIKKA | pAdomien vapaa liikkuvuus | rahanpesu | rahoitus ja investointi | rahoituspalvelut | taloudellinen
analyysi | taloudellinen analyysi | talousmaantiede | talouspolitiikka | talouspolitikka | TALOUSTIEDE |
taytantdonpanovalta ja julkinen hallinto | unionin oikeus | vakuutus | vakuutus | varainhoitoasetus | Yhdistynyt
kuningaskunta

Yhteenveto This study provides a graphic overview on core legislation in the area of economic and financial services. The
presentation essentially covers the areas within the responsibility of the Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee
(ECON); hence it starts with core ECON areas but also displays neighbouring areas of other Committees'
competences which are closely connected to and impacting on ECON's work. It shows legislation in force, proposals
and other relevant provisions on banking, securities markets and investment firms, market infrastructure, insurance
and occupational pensions, payment services, consumer protection in financial services, the European System of
Financial Supervision, European Monetary Union, euro bills and coins and statistics, competition, taxation, commerce
and company law, accounting and auditing. Moreover, it notes selected provisions that might become relevant in the
upcoming Article 50 TEU negotiations. This document was provided by Policy Department A on request of the ECON
Committee.
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This report assesses the openness of public procurement markets in key third countries of interest to the EU. It
provides a comparative overview of the regulatory and market access characteristics of the US, Brazil, India, China,
Japans’ procurement markets, with reference to the procurement regulation and enforcement within the EU. The report
assesses the available data on both the de jure and de facto levels of openness of these markets to put forward some
conclusions of value to policy making both within the EU and in its trading relations with key third countries.

This assessment concludes that the lack of comprehensive comparable data on procurement contract awards,
particularly at the sub-central level, is not a trivial challenge for policy makers. Nevertheless, it is evident that the
liberalisation of procurement markets continues to take place on a strictly reciprocal basis — linked to the offensive
interests of governments. Given the slow-down in negotiating mega-regional agreements with comprehensive
procurement chapters, the WTO Government Procurement Agreement remains the most efficient and transparent
forum for undertaking further liberalisation in public procurement.

EN

Wholesale roaming regulation: A precondition for 'roam like at home'

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Tekija
Toimiala
Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Briefing

Briefing

03-07-2017

NEGREIRO ACHIAGA Maria Del Mar

EP:n ja neuvoston hyvaksyma lainsdadanto | Kuluttajansuoja | Sisdmarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Tutkimuspolitiikka

asetus (EU) | digitaaliset sisamarkkinat | Euroopan rakentamistyé | EUROOPAN UNIONI | Euroopan unionin oikeus |
FINANSSIASIAT | hinnat | Internet | KAUPPA | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTA | kulutus | matkaviestinta | oikeudet ja
vapaudet | OIKEUS | rajojen yli tapahtuva tiedonsiirto | telelikennetté koskevat sdadokset | tiedonsiirtoverkko |
tietoliikennemaksut | tukkuhinta | tyollisyys | TYOLLISYYS JA TYO | vapaus tarjota palveluja | viestinta |
yhdenvertainen kohtelu | yhteispaatésmenettely | yleispalvelu

In 2015 the Council and European Parliament agreed in Regulation 2015/2120 that on 15 June 2017 roaming charges
for mobile phone use would be abolished in the EU. After that date, 'roam like at home' (RLAH) would become a reality
for all Europeans. The regulation did not, however, address the wholesale roaming market, on account of the need to
investigate market conditions in more depth. A review for the European Commission concluded that national wholesale
roaming markets are not working well and need regulatory intervention. It therefore proposed a regulation establishing
the maximum level of wholesale roaming charges that telecoms operators can charge each other for calls, text
messages and data, to take effect from 15 June 2017. An agreement was reached in trilogue that lowers significantly
the wholesale data caps originally proposed, to take into account the falling unit price of data over time. As a result,
since 15 June 2017 retail roaming charges have disappeared in the EU and EEA/EFTA countries This means that
RLAH is now the reality in the EU. Third edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages
throughout the legislative procedure. To view earlier editions of this briefing, please see: PE 599.290, 22 February
2017.
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While radio spectrum management is predominantly a national competence, EU policy plays an increasingly important
role in its coordination and harmonisation. The EU actively seeks ways to harmonise use of the different bands of the
spectrum to meet the ever-growing demand for wireless mobile broadband. Nevertheless, spectrum allocation in the
EU remains fragmented and varies among Member States. Following developments in the international framework, as
well as the considerations of high-level expert groups and a public consultation, the Commission adopted a long-term
strategy for use of the 470-790 MHz frequency band. The strategy proposes to repurpose the 694-790 MHz band, to
use it for wireless broadband rather than television broadcasting. The latter is to have priority in the 470-694 MHz
band. Under the agreement among the co-legislators, Member States will reassign the 694-790 MHz band by 30 June
2020. This reallocation may be delayed by up to two years in duly justified cases, examples of which are given in the
agreed text. Broadcasting services will maintain priority in 470-694 MHz band at least until 2030, but the Member
States will have certain flexibility to use this range for other purposes. This updates an earlier edition, of December
2016: PE 595.856.
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Lentoliikenteen sisdmarkkinoiden luominen 1990-luvun lopulla on muuttanut lentoliikennealaa perinpohjaisesti ja
tukenut merkittavasti Euroopan lentoliikenteen vahvaa kasvua viimeisten kahdenkymmenen vuoden ajan.
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In the aftermath of the Paris terrorist attacks, in November 2015 the European Commission presented a package of
measures aiming to tighten control on the acquisition and possession of firearms in the European Union, improve
traceability of legally held firearms and enhance cooperation between Member States, as well as ensure that
deactivated firearms are rendered inoperable. The proposal to amend the current 'Firearms Directive' (Directive
91/477/EEC) was part of this package. It aimed to ban some semi-automatic firearms for civilian use, as well as to
include some previously excluded actors (collectors and brokers) and blank-firing weapons within the scope of the
Directive. Parliament and Council reached agreement on the proposal in December, and formally adopted it in March
and April respectively. The new directive reduces the number of weapons categories and changes the classification of
certain types of weapons, while strictly defining exceptions for civilian use of the most dangerous weapons. It entered
into force on 13 June 2017, with the deadline for transposition of most provisions set at 14 September 2018. This
updates a briefing of January 2017, drafted by Jana Valant: PE 595.875.
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The European Council's role — to 'provide the Union with the necessary impetus for its development' and to define its
‘general political directions and priorities' - has developed rapidly over the past seven years. Since June 2014, the
European Council Oversight Unit within the European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS), the European
Parliament's in-house research service and think-tank, has been monitoring and analysing the European Council's
delivery of the various commitments made in the conclusions of its meetings. This overview, presented in the form of a
regularly updated Rolling Check-List of Commitments to Date, is designed to review the degree of progress in realising
the goals which the European Council has set itself since January 2010 and to assist the Parliament in exercising its
important oversight role in this field.
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Recent tests on branded food in three 'new' EU Member States have shown that the taste and composition of these
products, sold under the same name and in the same packaging, sometimes differ from the ‘'same' products sold in
neighbouring 'old' Member States. While the ingredients were generally properly labelled and the products were
considered safe for consumption, some of those in 'new' Member States were considered to be of inferior quality and
less healthy, and were also more expensive. Similar claims have previously been made concerning cosmetics and
laundry detergents. Companies are known to change the composition of their branded products to adjust to local taste,
local ingredients, divergent purchasing power, etc. EU legislation does not consider this to be misleading, as long as
the products are safe, properly labelled and not falsely advertised as being identical to those sold in another Member
State. At the same time, trademark law, while protecting the right of the trademark owner to communicate the origin
and quality of products by using a mark, does not offer the consumer a legally enforceable guarantee. In 2013 the
European Parliament asked the Commission to look into the matter, and in 2017 a group of MEPs issued a major
interpellation asking the Commission to make proposals to amend EU legislation in connection with the 'dual quality' of
products. The Commission has so far been reluctant to take this path, preferring to address the issue in the High-Level
Forum for a better functioning food supply chain.
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This paper, managed by the Policy Department on Economic and Scientific Policies for the Committee on Internal
Market and Consumer Protection, assesses the likely impact of Brexit on EU27, together with some scenarios for the
terms of the UK’s secession. For the EU 27, the losses are found to be virtually insignificant, and hardly noticed in the
aggregate. By contrast, for the UK, the losses could be highly significant, with various estimates up to ten times greater
as a share of GDP. Impacts on some Member States — in particular Ireland — and some sectors in the EU27 could be
more pronounced than the average for the EU27.
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This paper examines the implications of the UK’s departure from the EU for the EU-UK legal relationship in the field of
public procurement. It assesses, in comparison with the position under EU membership, the implications of four
approaches found in the EU’s relationships with other trading partners: the EEA model; the GPA model; and, between
these two, what we call an “EEA-minus” approach and a “GPA-plus” approach. It also notes the procurement-specific
issues that may need to be addressed in any withdrawal agreement (or later transition arrangement).

This document was prepared for Policy Department A at the request of the Committee on Internal Market and
Consumer Protection.
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The workshop organised for the IMCO Committee by the Policy Department A in cooperation with the European
Research Centre for Economic and Financial Governance (EURO-CEFG) of the Universities of Leiden, Delft and
Rotterdam aimed at discussing the consequences of Brexit on the EU in general and on the policy fields covered by
the IMCO Committee in particular. It allowed for a first exchange of opinion on the consequences of Brexit and for
guestions by EU decision-makers in preparation of the upcoming negotiations.
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This study was prepared at the request of the European Parliament’'s Committee on Industry, Research and Energy
(ITRE). It provides a critical assessment of the implications of existing models of cooperation of third countries with the
European Union in each of four thematic areas for which the ITRE is responsible (energy, electronic communications,
research policy, and small business policy. The relative desirability to the EU of EEA membership, bilateral
relationships (as with Switzerland), a new generation Free Trade Agreement (FTA), membership in the Energy
Community, or participation in the Horizon 2020 or COSME programmes are considered.
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This document explores the role and powers of the European Parliament in the Brexit process. It describes the
challenges and relevant steps and stages of the process and higlights the significance of agreement(s) to be
concluded between the EU and the UK. On that basis, the Parliament’s mandate and powers in substantial terms as
well as its involvement in the procedure are outlined. Some options are highlighted to enable the Parliament to
adequately fulfil its mandate and play its role in the process.

The document was provided by Policy Department A at the request of the European Parliament s Committee on the
Internal Market and Consumer Protection.

EN

Léhde : © Euroopan unioni, 2024 - EP 152


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/IPOL_STU(2017)602052
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2017/602052/IPOL_STU(2017)602052_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/IPOL_STU(2017)602057
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2017/602057/IPOL_STU(2017)602057_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/fi/document/IPOL_IDA(2017)602054
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2017/602054/IPOL_IDA(2017)602054_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/fi/legal-notice

The Consequences of Brexit for the Customs Union and the Internal Market Acquis for Goods

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Ulkopuolinen laatija
Toimiala

Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Briefing

Briefing
15-06-2017
Prof. Dr Piet Eeckhout

Ennakoiva suunnittelu | EP:n ja neuvoston hyvaksyma lainsaadanto | Kuluttajansuoja | Lainsdaadannén ja
toimintapolitiikan kaytannon arviointi | Sisdmarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Unionin oikeus: oikeusjarjestelma ja sdadokset

EU:n ulkopuolelle suuntautuva kauppa | EU:sta eroaminen | Euroopan rakentamistyd | EUROOPAN UNIONI |
Euroopan unionin oikeus | Eurooppa | kansainvélinen kauppa | KANSAINVALISET JARJESTOT | KANSAINVALISET
SUHTEET | KAUPPA | kauppapolitikka | kauppariita | kauppasopimus | kolmas maa | Maailman kauppajarjesto |
maailmanjarjestot | MAANTIEDE | poliittinen maantiede | sisdmarkkinat | sopimusneuvottelut (EU) | talousmaantiede |
tariffipolitiikka | tavaroiden vapaa liilkkuvuus | tullimuodollisuudet | tullisopimus | vapaakauppasopimus | vastavuoroisen
tunnustamisen periaate | Yhdistynyt kuningaskunta | yhteistydpolitiikka | yhteison s&a&dnndsto

» The consequences of Brexit depend on the model which will be adopted for the future relationship between the EU
and the UK. These models should be compared with a respect to a number of different parameters, which are not
confined to substantive trade rules but include also questions of legal effect and dispute settlement.

 There are very substantial differences between, on the one hand, the EU Membership and EEA models; and on the
other the WTO/FTA models. Those differences are focused on the approach to regulatory convergence and to the
legal effects of the agreements and their enforcement.
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The study provides a critical assessment of the implications of existing models of cooperation of third countries with the
European Union in each of four thematic areas for which the ITRE is responsible (energy, electronic communications,
research policy, and small business policy). This briefing provides short summary of this study. Link to the original
publication: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2017/602057/IPOL_STU(2017)602057_EN.pdf
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This paper addresses the challenges Brexit will pose to the future of trade in services between the EU and the UK. It
discusses the specific barriers to cross-border establishment and trade in services and possible solutions for a future
EU-UK trade agreement. Hereby, it takes existing EU Free Trade Agreements with other states into consideration.
This research paper has been commissioned by Policy Department at the request of the Internal Market and
Consumer Protection Committee.
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This study addresses the implications and economic impact of several scenarios of the UK leaving the EU in relation to
financial services, ranging from a ‘hard Brexit’ without any arrangements concerning financial services to the current
state of affairs under the terms of a full EU membership. Special focus is put on a peculiar variation of ‘hard Brexit’,
which are the third-country regimes in the current EU secondary legal framework that allow partial access to the EU
single market based on ‘equivalence’ on the basis of decisions by the European Commission or national authorities.
The study presents these regimes and the extent to which they were already used in the past. The economic analysis
looks at three variations of ‘hard Brexit’ (one, in which the access to the single market is closed, one with partial access
based on equivalence and one, in which the City of London is transformed into an ‘offshore financial centre’) and at the
scenario, in which the UK joins the EEA. The economic assessment is based on the current state of affairs in relation
to the interwovenness of financial services in the EU28 including a closer look at the importance of UK-based clearing
of Euro denominated trades.
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TThis paper outlines the consequences of the United Kingdom’s withdrawal from the European Union in the area of
consumer protection. It examines the withdrawal's impact on consumer protection under different scenarios: a futire
EEA membership of the UK (a); a relationship governed only by WTO rules; (c) a relationship governed by a “tailor-
made agreement”. It comes to the conclusion that from the perspective of consumers in the EU28, an EEA
membership of the UK is the most favourable scenario. Irrespective of the scenario, adequate transitory provisions
taking into consideration the “two-step” negotiating schedule are necessary to resolve legal uncertainties occurring
irrespective of the scenario.

This document was prepared for Policy Department A at the request of the Committee on Internal Market and
Consumer Protection.
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The internal market for goods is one of the EU’s greatest achievements at European level, as well as one of its most
important and continuing priorities. Despite its undeniable success, the single market has yet to reach its full potential,
and barriers to free exchange of goods continue to limit opportunities for businesses and citizens. Since 2009,
Regulation EC 764/2008, also known as the Mutual Recognition Regulation, has strengthened the free trade of goods
within the EU. This regulation requires that all Member States provide information on their national technical rules for
products lawfully marketed in another Member State and sets out a standard procedure for enforcing these rules. The
European Commission is now preparing new measures aimed at improving this regulation and making it easier for
businesses to market their products in another EU country. This briefing highlights some key elements of the single
market for goods and focuses on the revision of Regulation EC 764/2008.
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Digitaaliset sisémarkkinat kuuluvat unionin lupaavimpiin ja haastavimpiin kehityskohteisiin, silla niista voidaan saada
415 miljardin euron tehokkuushyddyt. Digitaaliset sisamarkkinat tarjoavat uusia mahdollisuuksia vauhdittaa taloutta
verkkokaupan valityksella. Ne auttavat yrityksia selviytymaan hallinnollisista ja rahoitukseen liittyvista vaatimuksista ja
antavat asiakkaille mahdollisuuden sahkoéiseen asiointiin. Digitaalisilla sisamarkkinoilla kehitettavissa kaupallisissa ja
viranomaispalveluissa ollaan siirtyméassa kiinteista kayttojarjestelmista mobiilialustoille. Palvelut ovat ynd enemman
lasna arjessa ja mahdollistavat tietojen ja sisallon saatavuuden milloin, missa ja milla laitteella tahansa (kaikkialla
saatavissa oleva kauppa ja kaikkialla saatavissa olevat viranomaispalvelut). Tama kehitys edellyttaa
lainsdadantokehysta, joka on otollinen pilvipalvelujen, rajattoman mobiilidatan siirron ja tiedon ja sisallén
yksinkertaisen saatavuuden kehittdmiselle, mutta samalla on turvattava yksityisyyden ja henkil6tietojen suoja,
verkkoturvallisuus ja verkon neutraalius.
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Tyontekijoiden vapaa liikkuvuus on yksi unionin kansalaisten neljasta vapaudesta. Se kasittéda tyontekijéiden oikeuden
likkumiseen ja oleskeluun, tyontekijéiden perheenjasenten oikeuden maahantuloon ja oleskeluun seka oikeuden
tydskennella toisessa unionin jasenvaltiossa ja tulla kohdelluksi yhdenvertaisesti tuon jasenvaltion kansalaisten
kanssa. Joissakin maissa sovelletaan rajoituksia, jotka koskevat uusien jasenvaltioiden kansalaisia. Sosiaalietuuksien
saantiin sovellettavat séann6t maaraytyvat nykyisin padasiassa unionin tuomioistuimen oikeuskaytannon perusteella.
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Euroopan unionin toiminnasta tehdyn sopimuksen ja Euroopan unionin tuomioistuimen oikeuskaytannén mukaisesti
sijoittautumisvapaus ja palvelujen tarjoamisen vapaus takaavat yritysten ja ammattihenkildiden liikkuvuuden EU:ssa.
Vuonna 2006 annetulta palveludirektiiviltd odotetaan paljon ndiden oikeuksien toteutumisen suhteen, koska se on
ratkaisevan tarkea sisdmarkkinoiden toteuttamiselle.
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Yhteinen markkinajérjestely muodostaa puitteet yhteisen maatalouspolitikan markkinatoimenpiteille. Yhteisen
maatalouspolitikan perakkaiset uudistukset johtivat vuonna 2007 yhteenséa 21 alakohtaisen markkinajarjestelyn
yhdistamiseen yhdeksi kaikki maataloustuotteet kattavaksi yhteiseksi markkinajarjestelyksi. Uudistuksissa
maatalouspolitiikasta tehtiin markkinasuuntautuneempaa ja tukivélineiden soveltamisalaa supistettiin. Nykyaan
tukivéalineet toimivat "turvaverkkona”, jota kaytetédan vain kriisitilanteissa.
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The subject of trade facilitation and border management lies at the heart of EU trade policy, which seeks to take
advantage of global value chains for the benefit of workers, consumers and businesses. This demands that goods
may flow smoothly across borders without jeopardising EU values and standards. Trade facilitation principles help
reduce the cost of cross-border trade in goods while safeguarding regulatory control objectives. Good border
management practice is integral to trade facilitation. In this study many ideas and examples about how borders
management can be improved are shown. The key is coordination, cooperation and integration within the respective
border agencies (intra-agency), between the many border agencies (inter-agency) and international (with colleagues
across the border and EU trade partners). Despite considerable policy interest, research is still in its infancy. There is
much demand for further enquiry. This paper discusses relevant principles, ideas and concepts and concludes with a
list of recommendations. This includes the recommendation to develop suitable EU institutions in aid of trade
facilitation as well as for research.

EN

The digital economy in the EU [What Think Tanks are thinking]

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Tekija
Toimiala
Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Briefing

Briefing

19-05-2017
CESLUK-GRAJEWSKI Marcin
Sisamarkkinat ja tulliunioni

ajatushautomo | ammatillinen uudelleenkoulutus | avoin data | digitaalinen kuilu | digitaaliset sisamarkkinat |
digitaalitekniikka | Euroopan rakentamistyo | Euroopan turvallisuus | EUROOPAN UNIONI | kansainvélinen turvallisuus
| KANSAINVALISET SUHTEET | KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTA | taloudellinen kasvu | taloudellinen tilanne | talouden
rakenne | TALOUSTIEDE | talousuudistus | teknologia ja tekninen séantely | televiestintapolitiikka | tieto ja
tiedonkasittely | tietojen keruu | tietojenkasittely | tietokonerikos | tietotekniikka ja tietojenkasittely | TUOTANTO,
TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | tutkimus ja immateriaalioikeus | tydllisyys | TYOLLISYYS JA TYO | viestinta

The digital revolution is reshaping the European Union's economy, from financial services and telecoms to creative
industries and the way workers are employed. While posing certain threats, such as cyber-attacks, new technologies
offer vast opportunities, provided that people acquire the right skill-sets to underpin their use. Seeking to tap the full
potential of digitalisation, the European Commission is pushing ahead with its Digital Single Market Strategy. On 10
May, it presented a mid-term review of this strategy, calling for swift approval of proposals already presented and
outlining further actions on online platforms, the data economy and cybersecurity. This note offers links to recent
studies and reports from major international think tanks and research institutes on problems and opportunities relating
to digitalisation.
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Joint technology initiatives (JTIs) were set up as European institutional public-private partnerships to carry out the
strategic research agenda of some established European technology platforms. Five JTls were established under the
7th framework programme for research. Evaluation of these JTls led to development of their legal framework to
simplify their rules and procedures. Six JTIs are currently operational, receiving a €6.7 billion contribution from Horizon
2020.
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Following the adoption of the European strategic energy plan (SET plan) in 2007, the European Commission proposed
establishing European industrial initiatives (Ell) as public-private partnerships to implement research agendas for the
development and deployment of low carbon energy technologies. In 2015, the energy policy review under the energy
union led to the Ells merging with existing European technology platforms (ETP) to create nine European technology
and innovation platforms (ETIP). They operate similarly to other ETPs, but are bound to SET plan implementation.

EN

European Technology Platforms

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Tekija
Toimiala
Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Lyhyesti

Lyhyesti

17-05-2017

REILLON Vincent

Sisamarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Tutkimuspolitiikka

EU:n tutkimuspolitiikka | julkis-yksityinen kumppanuus/yhteistyd | POLITIIKKA | TTK-puiteohjelma | TUOTANTO,
TEKNOLOGIA JA TUTKIMUS | tutkimuksen jarjestaminen | tutkimus ja immateriaalioikeus | tutkimus ja kehitys |
taytantdonpanovalta ja julkinen hallinto

European Technology Platforms (ETP) were the first type of public-private partnership established in the research field
at European level. These industry-led stakeholders' fora define and implement a strategic research agenda (SRA)
aiming at aligning research priorities in a technological area. Without dedicated funding, ETPs remain coordination and
advisory structures, helping to define the topics of research programmes at European, national and regional level.
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The EU public-private partnerships (PPPs) in research were set up in the context of the development of European
Research Area policy in 2003 with two main objectives. First, they were to address the fragmentation of research
efforts between the private and public sector and across borders. Second, they were to increase public and private
investment in research activities to reach the target of 3 % of EU gross domestic product. The first PPPs — the
European Technology Platforms and the Joint Technology Initiatives — were developed to achieve these objectives.
The initial focus of the PPPs on research activities was broadened in 2005 with the introduction of a more
comprehensive view of innovation. The European Institute of Innovation and Technology and its Knowledge and
Innovation Communities were set up to embody this new vision by promoting the integration of research, innovation
and education activities. The 2008 financial crisis demanded swift action to support investments in research and led to
the establishment of the rapidly implemented contractual PPPs. By 2010, the focus on technology challenges had
been replaced by the need to tackle societal challenges. The European Innovation Partnerships provided a new tool to
better address these challenges by integrating all the actors of the innovation process. Around 70 EU PPPs in
research help define common priorities and visions for EU, national and regional research and innovation activities.
However, the multiplication of PPPs created a new form of fragmentation with different types of PPPs focusing on
similar fields. The 3 % target has not been reached (currently at 2.03 %). The share of private investment in research
has stagnated at around 55 % since 2004, whereas the share of the budget of the EU framework programme for
research (FP) dedicated to the PPPs has more than doubled (9.1 % for FP7 versus 21.5 % for Horizon 2020). All these
aspects will have to be considered when setting the budget for the PPPs in FP9.
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The first three contractual public-private partnerships in research were established as a tool to address the 2008
financial crisis. Their main feature is prior consultation of industry in defining the topics of the calls in the framework
programme for research. This allows better alignment of the topics with industry needs, especially regarding
demonstration projects, increasing the participation of private actors in the programme. The scheme, easier to
establish than institutional public-private partnerships such as the joint technology initiatives, was extended under
Horizon 2020 with a budget of €7.15 billion ring-fenced for 10 of these partnerships (almost 10 % of the programme's
budget).
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Numerous digital currencies have emerged over the past few years. This entirely new form of money has the potential
to play a significant role in the payments landscape of the future. This note provides an overview of the current
relevance of digital currencies and assesses their impact on the ability of central banks to continue to implement
monetary policy effectively.

EN

Fundamentals versus market sentiments in the euro bond markets: Implications for QE

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Ulkopuolinen laatija

Toimiala
Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Selvitys

Selvitys
15-05-2017

Paul DE GRAUWE (LSE), Yuemei JI (University College London and LSE), Corrado MACCHIARELLI (Brunel
University London and LSE)

Eurooppalainen ohjausjakso | Rahoitus- ja pankkiasiat | Sisamarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Talous- ja raha-asiat

divergenssi-indikaattori | euroalue | FINANSSIASIAT | julkistalous ja talousarviopolitiikka | I&ahentyminen talouden alalla
| obligaatio | pitkén aikavélin rahoitus | pAdomamarkkinat | padomien vapaa liikkuvuus | rahataloudelliset suhteet |
rahatalous | rahoitus ja investointi | taloudellinen tilanne | talouden taantuma | talous- ja rahaliitto | talouspolitiikka |
TALOUSTIEDE | valtion obligaatio

Despite the partial realignment of European long-term government bonds after the crisis in 2012, there has been some
renewed divergence in yields in the last years. We find that the government bond markets in the euro area are highly
sensitive to changing market sentiments, both in time and across countries. Our analysis suggests that pulling the plug
on QE too soon might undo some of the benefits of QE in the countries of the periphery and may lead to increases in
the refinancing costs of member states with little or no fiscal space.
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The recent wave of financial innovation poses a serious challenge to the financial industry’s business model in both its
banking and non-banking components. If not responded to adequately and timely by regulators, it may create new
risks to financial stability, as occurred before the global financial crisis of 2007-2009. However, financial innovation will
not seriously affect the process of monetary policymaking and is unlikely to undermine the ability of central banks to
perform their price stability mission.
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We find that monetary variables, spillovers from US financial markets, expectations and sovereign risks are the main
determinants of long-term interest rates in the EA. The empirical model does not identify recent overshooting. The
observed rise since August 2016 is attributed to two factors: a) the increase in US long-term interest rates after the
re\ferse}l in IEhe Fed’s monetary stance; b) political tensions in France, Italy or Spain which generated higher perceived
political risk.
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This paper describes recent technological developments and their possible impact on monetary policy and financial
stability. We find that privately issued digital currencies could transform the present financial system substantially, if
they gain considerable market shares, while there may be a benefit from currency competition in disciplining monetary
policy. The introduction of a central bank digital currency would also challenge the present fractional reserve system at
its core and could finally lead to a more stable financial system.

EN

Monetary policy implications of financial innovation

Julkaisutyyppi
Paivamaara
Ulkopuolinen laatija

Toimiala
Hakusana

Yhteenveto

Selvitys

Selvitys
15-05-2017

Kerstin BERNOTH (DIW Berlin and Hertie School of Governance), Stefan GEBAUER, Dorothea SCHAFER (DIW
Berlin)

Eurooppalainen ohjausjakso | Rahoitus- ja pankkiasiat | Sisémarkkinat ja tulliunioni | Talous- ja raha-asiat

asiakirjat | digitalisointi | elektroninen raha | FINANSSIASIAT | hallinnollinen johtaminen | iso data | kilpailu | kilpailu |
KOULUTUS JA VIESTINTA | liikepankki | luotto- ja rahoituslaitokset | maksujarjestelma | nuori yritys | POLITIIKKA |
paaomien vapaa liikkuvuus | rahapolitiikka | rahatalous | rahoitusvaline | riskinhallinta | saantelypolitiikka | tieto ja
tiedonkasittely | tietotekniikka ja tietojenkasittely | tAytantdonpanovalta ja julkinen hallinto | yritysmuoto |
YRITYSTOIMINTA JA KILPAILU

In this policy brief, we argue that the financial innovations triggered by the FinTech industry have the potential to affect
the transmission of monetary policy as well as the informational content of important monetary indicators. While the
overall effect of nonbank finance on monetary policy transmission is not yet clear, we argue that regulators and policy
makers need to closely monitor the potential effects of FinTech on monetary policy transmission and to adequately
adjust financial sector regulation.
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Financial innovation seems to have had little impact on the oldest medium of transaction, namely cash. The ratio of
currency in circulation to GDP has increased in most countries, independently of the continuing spread of cashless
transactions. Taking account of the increase in cash holdings can lead to a different view of the monetary policy stance
over longer periods of time. Holding the size of the overall balance sheet constant is equivalent to a gradual exit when
currency holdings continue to increase.
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We find a wide range of effects from rising interest rates, mostly small and mostly negative, focused on investment
spending, debt service costs and shrinking fiscal space. The recommendation for the ECB is not to react till the
emerging European recovery is on a firmer basis. There is also the worry that rising/overshooting interest often reflect
the fact that inflation risks are unequally distributed: larger in some places, but offset by their absence elsewhere. That
is a matter for domestic policy, not ECB policy.
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The proposed directive on the supply of digital content is intended to regulate the main contractual rights and duties of
parties to contracts for the supply of digital content and services, and create a harmonised legal framework for digital
content to benefit both consumers and businesses. It covers not only contracts where digital content or services are
provided in exchange for money, but also those where the consumer provides personal or other data in lieu of money
to gain access to digital content or services. The interplay between this proposed private law instrument and the
existing public law rules on data protection (notably the recently adopted General Data Protection Regulation) have
been the subject of some debate. The European Data Protection Supervisor's recent opinion was critical of the
proposal, arguing that, in the EU, personal data ‘cannot be conceived as a mere economic asset' and cannot therefore
be treated as the consumer's contractual counter-performance in lieu of money. The draft report prepared by the co-
rapporteurs in Parliament includes those contracts in which consumers do not pay a price (but potentially provide data)
within the scope of the proposal. It eliminates however the notion of personal data as a form of contractual 'counter-
performance’. The co-legislators are now facing the challenging task of reconciling the fundamental rights approach
with the requirements of economic reality, including the need to grant legal protection to consumers who provide their
data in order to access digital content or services.
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On 25 October 2016, the Commission presented two proposals for two Council directives on a Common Corporate Tax
Base, COM (2016)0685 (CCTB) and a Common Consolidated Corporate Tax Base, COM (2016)0683 (CCCTB). They
both are based of Article 115 TFEU (Council decides after consultation of EP- special legislative procedure). As
approximation under this Article shall directly affect the establishment or functioning of the internal market the Council
decides by unanimity (exception for fiscal provisions in Article 114, par.2 TFEU). The purpose of the proposals is to
establish common rules for corporate taxes and to make it possible for corporations to submit a single consolidated tax
declaration for the corporation’s activities to the tax authority in only one EU Member State. The proposals shall ensure
a corporate tax system that encourages fairness in the internal market as currently businesses with cross-border
activity have to comply with up to 28 divergent corporate tax systems (generally, corporate income is taxed at national
level).
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