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Achoimre During its March II plenary session, the European Parliament is scheduled to vote on three Council regulations that
complete the architecture of the revenue system of the EU budget. The consent procedure applies to the implementing
measures, while legislative opinions (consultation procedure) are to be adopted on the operational provisions. Prior to
the votes, Parliament will hold a joint debate on the broader reform of EU own resources, for which a roadmap and
guiding principles have recently been established in the interinstitutional agreement on budgetary matters between
Parliament, Council and the Commission.

Sracfhéachaint DE, EN, ES, FR, IT, PL

Limits on exposure to carcinogens and mutagens at work: Third proposal
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Achoimre The European Commission has proposed to amend Directive 2004/37/EC by expanding its scope and by including
and/or revising occupational exposure limit values for a number of cancer- or mutation-causing substances. The
initiative is proceeding in steps. The first proposal of May 2016 covered 13 priority chemical agents, the second, of
January 2017, a further seven. The current (third) proposal addresses an additional five. Broad discussions with
scientists and the social partners fed into all three proposals. Reacting to the Commission's set of measures as a
whole, trade unions have acknowledged the importance of further improving the existing framework. Actors on the
employers' side have underlined the need to ensure that values are proportionate and feasible in terms of technical
implementation. After adoption by the Parliament and Council, in March and May respectively, based on a text agreed
in trilogue in January 2019, the final act was signed by the presidents of the co-legislators on 5 June 2019. Directive
(EU) 2019/983 entered into force on 10 July 2019 and is to be transposed into national law within two years, by 11 July
2021. Third edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative
procedure.
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Achoimre To ensure the full participation of people with disabilities in society, and to reduce the fragmentation of legislation
governing access to products and services, the European Commission has adopted a proposal for a directive – often
referred to as the European Accessibility Act. This proposal, published on 2 December 2015, provides for a common
EU definition of, and implementation framework for, accessibility requirements for certain products and services. It also
aims to use the same accessibility requirements to provide a clear definition of the existing general accessibility
obligation laid down in European law. Many stakeholders welcomed the European Union's wish to honour its
responsibilities under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, but they were divided
on the means to reach this objective. In the European Parliament, the Committee on the Internal Market and
Consumer Protection (IMCO) adopted its report on 25 April 2017, which was discussed in plenary on 15 September. At
the same time, Parliament gave a mandate to start negotiations with the Council. On 7 December 2017, the Council
agreed on a position (general approach). On 8 November 2018, the EP and the Council came to a provisional
agreement. The agreed text was adopted by the EP on 13 March 2019, then by the Council on 27 March, and
published in the Official Journal on 7 June 2019. Third edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated
at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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Achoimre In order to respond more effectively to the challenge of criminals and terrorists hiding assets in other Member States,
in 2016 the European Commission proposed a regulation on the mutual recognition of freezing and confiscation orders
in criminal matters. The directly applicable instrument removes the need for national transposition, broadens the scope
of the current rules to cover new types of confiscation and includes provisions on victims' rights to restitution and
compensation. In June 2018, provisional agreement was reached in interinstitutional negotiations and the European
Parliament voted the agreed text on 4 October 2018. The Council followed suit on 6 November 2018. The final act was
signed on 14 November and published in the Official Journal of the EU on 28 November 2018. The regulation will
apply 24 months after its entry into force, namely from 19 December 2020. Second edition. The ‘EU Legislation in
Progress’ briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.

Briefing EN

European defence industrial development programme (EDIDP)
Saghas foilseacháin Briefing

Dáta 28-09-2018
Údar SCHEINERT CHRISTIAN

Réimse beartas Slándáil agus Cosaint
Eochairfhocal AN tAONTAS EORPACH | beartas comhair | beartas cosanta | beartas eacnamaíoch | cabhair airgeadais | cabhair ón

Aontas Eorpach | CAIDREAMH IDIRNÁISIÚNTA | ciste (AE) | clár an Aontais Eorpaigh | comhoibriú idir chuideachtaí |
cosaint | dlí a ghlacadh trí vóta a chaitheamh | dlí an Aontais Eorpaigh | EACNAMAÍOCHT | eagrú gnó | forbairt
thionsclaíoch | GNÓ AGUS IOMAÍOCHT | imeachtaí parlaiminte | iomaíochas | maoiniú an AE | nuálaíocht | plean
forbartha | POLAITÍOCHT | struchtúir agus beartas tionscail | taighde agus forbairt | taighde agus maoin intleachtúil |
TIONSCAL | togra (AE) | TÁIRGEADH, TEICNEOLAÍOCHT AGUS TAIGHDE | tógáil Eorpach

Achoimre The European Union is facing new security threats amid growing uncertainty about the reliability of some of its allies.
As a consequence, it has embarked on a general scalingup of its defence capabilities. A European defence action plan
has been agreed and a European Defence Fund created to provide financial support, ranging from the research phase
to the acquisition phase of military equipment and technologies. The EDIDP, which will be part of that fund, is destined
to provide the European defence industry with financial support during the development phase of new products and
technologies in areas selected at European level. An agreement was reached in trilogue negotiations in May 2018, and
after Parliament and Council had approved the deal, the final legislative act was signed on 18 July 2018. This
programme, with a financial envelope of €500 million, is due to run from January 2019 to December 2020.
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Achoimre The European Parliament and Council have adopted a new multiannual plan to manage fisheries in the North Sea and
some adjacent maritime areas. The plan covers demersal species (i.e. species living close to the sea bottom). These
stocks are exploited by various fishing fleets using various fishing gear, but often catching different species together
(mixed fisheries). The North Sea demersal fisheries are conducted by several thousand EU vessels, mainly from
Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, the Netherlands, Sweden and the United Kingdom, and represent over 70 % of
EU catches in this area. The plan introduces new rules on how the catch limits for each stock must be set, so that it is
fished sustainably. The ranges within which the catch limits are set are based on the best available scientific advice,
and updated regularly to take account of the most recent data. The plan also contains safeguard measures to restore
stocks when they fall below safe biological limits, and sets a framework for improved cooperation between the Member
States concerned at sea-regional level. Fourth edition of a briefing originally drafted by Jean Weissenberger. The 'EU
Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure. To view earlier
editions of this briefing, please see: PE 621.885, May 2018.
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Achoimre In July 2015, the European Commission proposed a reform of the EU Emissions Trading System (ETS) for the 2021-
2030 period, following the guidance set by the October 2014 European Council meeting. The proposed directive
introduces a new limit on greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in the ETS sector to achieve the EU climate targets for
2030, new rules for addressing carbon leakage, and provisions for funding innovation and modernisation in the energy
sector. It encourages Member States to compensate for indirect carbon costs. In combination with the Market Stability
Reserve agreed in May 2015, the proposed reform sets out the EU ETS rules for the period until 2030, giving greater
certainty to both industry and investors. In the European Parliament, the ENVI Committee took the lead on the
proposal, while it shared competence with the ITRE Committee on some aspects. The European Parliament and the
Council adopted their respective positions in February 2017, and interinstitutional trilogue negotiations were concluded
in November 2017. After its adoption by Council and Parliament, the Directive entered into force on 8 April 2018.
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Achoimre The European Parliament and the Council have adopted a new Regulation on the sustainable management of external
fishing fleets, which replaces the 'Fishing Authorisations Regulation' 1006/2008, and covers all EU vessels fishing
outside EU waters, as well as third-country vessels fishing in EU waters. The regulation revised the system of issuing
and managing fishing authorisations, so as to improve monitoring and transparency of the EU external fishing fleet. It
extended the scope of the authorisation system to include practices such as private agreements between EU
companies and third countries, and abusive reflagging operations. Member States are required to authorise fishing
vessels using common eligibility criteria, complemented by specific conditions depending on the nature of the
authorisation. Part of the electronic fishing authorisations register, showing who fishes for what and where, will for the
first time be publicly accessible. Fifth edition. The ‘EU Legislation in Progress’ briefings are updated at key stages
throughout the legislative procedure. To view earlier editions of this briefing, please see: PE 608.651, July 2017.
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Achoimre As part of its ambition to create a Capital Markets Union, the European Commission wants to revive the securitisation
market in the EU, in order to offer new financing tools and ease credit provision, especially for small and medium-sized
enterprises. Its 'securitisation initiative', set out in a proposed regulation on 30 September 2015, would establish a new
framework for 'simple, transparent, and standardised' (STS) securitisations. This new initiative also has implications for
the overall prudential framework for credit institutions and investment firms, therefore the Commission proposed to
amend the Capital Requirements Regulation (EU) No 575/2013 accordingly. The proposed amendments would adjust
risk retention profiles to reflect properly the specific features of STS securitisations. The most significant changes are:
a new hierarchy of risk calculation methods and lower capital requirements for STS. The Council agreed on a general
approach on both dossiers in early December 2015. Parliament’s ECON Committee adopted its report a year later, and
the two institutions reached agreement on the text in trilogue in June 2017. This briefing further updates an earlier
edition of July 2016: PE 573.935. See also our updated briefing on the related proposal: PE 608.777.
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Achoimre In autumn 2015, the European Commission proposed a regulation on securitisation, in the context of the Capital
Markets Union initiative. The proposal followed a consultation with stakeholders and took into account initiatives at
international (BCBS-IOSCO) and European levels (EBA). The proposal replaces existing rules relating to due
diligence, risk retention, transparency and supervision with a uniform regime. It provides a framework to identify
simple, transparent and standardised (STS) securitisations and to allow investors to analyse associated risks. The
proposal came as a package with a second proposal, to amend the Capital Requirements Regulation applicable to
credit institutions and investment firms in respect of securitisation. During the October II plenary session, the European
Parliament is due to vote on the compromise agreement struck with the Council in May 2017. This briefing further
updates an earlier edition, of July 2016: PE 586.624. See also our updated briefing on the related proposal: PE
608.778.
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Achoimre The European Parliament and Council have adopted a regulation concerning the conservation of tuna and tuna-like
species, and the management of fisheries targeting these stocks in the Atlantic Ocean (including adjacent seas such
as the Mediterranean). The new regulation, which entered into force on 3 December 2017, transposes into EU law a
number of binding recommendations adopted by the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas
(ICCAT), a regional fisheries management organisation to which the EU is a contracting party. These measures
needed to be enacted in EU law to become applicable, notably to operators such as the masters of fishing vessels.
When adopting its legislative resolution, the EP also voted on a statement to express its concern at the Commission’s
delay in proposing to implement ICCAT recommendations (some dating back to 2008), and urged it to send future
proposals for transposition of RFMOs' recommendations within six months of the date of their adoption.
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TEICNEOLAÍOCHT AGUS TAIGHDE

Achoimre The European Commission proposes to amend Directive 2004/37/EC by expanding its scope and by including and/or
revising occupational exposure limit values for a number of cancer-causing chemical agents. According to the
Commission, this would improve workers' health protection, increase the effectiveness of the EU framework and
promote clarity for economic operators. Overall, the proposal received a broad welcome from stakeholders. After
completion of the legislative procedure at first reading in the European Parliament and the Council, the presidents of
the co-legislators signed the final act on 12 December 2017. The directive applies as from 16 January 2018.
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Achoimre In February 2016, the European Commission proposed a new regulation on security of gas supply in order to develop
a stronger collective response to future supply risks. Major innovations in the Commission proposal include a solidarity
principle that prioritises households and essential social services during an emergency situation; mandatory regional
preventive action and emergency plans based on new templates; fewer exemptions on bidirectional capacity, in order
to facilitate reverse gas flows; an increase in the scope of contractual information relating to security of supply that is
provided to the Commission and national authorities; and further involvement of the contracting parties of the Energy
Community in security of gas supply measures. The ITRE Committee approved its report in October 2016, the Council
adopted a general approach in December 2016. Trilogue negotiations began in February 2017 and agreement was
reached in April 2017. The agreed text was formally endorsed by the Parliament in September and by the Council in
October 2017), and entered into force on 1 November 2017. This updates an earlier edition, of June 2017: PE
607.271.
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Achoimre In July 2015, the Commission proposed a new regulation on energy efficiency labelling as part of its summer energy
package. The proposed regulation seeks to restore the A-G scale for energy labelling; create a mechanism for
rescaling products that can accommodate further improvements in energy efficiency; establish a product database on
energy efficiency; and introduce a safeguard procedure to improve national market surveillance. The rescaling of
different types of household products would be done through delegated acts from the Commission. While the proposal
is supported by consumer and environmental groups, industry groups are concerned that a major change in energy
labelling could have a negative impact on both producers and consumers, acting as a disincentive to greater energy
efficiency. The Council adopted a general approach in November 2015. The Parliament approved a series of
legislative amendments in July 2016. After several trilogue meetings, a provisional agreement was reached in March
2017. The agreed text was subsequently approved by the Parliament on 13 June and by the Council on 26 June 2017.
This briefing updates an earlier edition, of February 2017: PE 599.282.
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Achoimre Money Market Funds (MMFs) are a type of collective fund that invest in short-term debt and provide financing for
financial institutions, corporations and governments. During the financial crisis their liquidity and stability were
challenged, which prompted the Commission to propose a regulation on MMFs, in 2013. Its proposal aimed to improve
their ability to weather stressed market conditions, mainly through establishing a capital buffer, introducing conditions
on portfolio structure, addressing over-reliance on external credit rating agencies and improving their internal risk
management, transparency and reporting. The final text lays down rules and common standards to ensure that MMFs
have a stable structure and improved liquidity, that they invest in diversified assets of a sufficiently high credit quality,
and are able to deal with unexpected redemption requests. It was approved by the EP in April 2017 and by the Council
in May. Third edition. The ‘EU Legislation in Progress’ briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative
procedure. To view earlier editions of this briefing, please see: PE 589.826, October 2016.
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Achoimre In the aftermath of the Paris terrorist attacks, in November 2015 the European Commission presented a package of
measures aiming to tighten control on the acquisition and possession of firearms in the European Union, improve
traceability of legally held firearms and enhance cooperation between Member States, as well as ensure that
deactivated firearms are rendered inoperable. The proposal to amend the current 'Firearms Directive' (Directive
91/477/EEC) was part of this package. It aimed to ban some semi-automatic firearms for civilian use, as well as to
include some previously excluded actors (collectors and brokers) and blank-firing weapons within the scope of the
Directive. Parliament and Council reached agreement on the proposal in December, and formally adopted it in March
and April respectively. The new directive reduces the number of weapons categories and changes the classification of
certain types of weapons, while strictly defining exceptions for civilian use of the most dangerous weapons. It entered
into force on 13 June 2017, with the deadline for transposition of most provisions set at 14 September 2018. This
updates a briefing of January 2017, drafted by Jana Valant: PE 595.875.
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Achoimre Building on its Visa Liberalisation Dialogues, the European Commission is proposing to waive visa requirements for 45
million Ukrainian citizens. In parallel, the European Union (EU) has revised its visa suspension mechanism, reinforcing
safeguards to apply to all visa liberalisation agreements.
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Achoimre The end of roaming costs within the European Union (EU) – promised at political level for over a decade – is near.
Four successive regulations have decreased (but not ended) roaming charges for calls, texts and data by more than
90 %. In 2015, the Council and the European Parliament agreed to abolish roaming charges in the EU from 15 June
2017. A precondition is to have new rules in place for wholesale roaming markets. Parliament is expected to vote on
the proposal (following agreement in trilogue negotiations) at its April I plenary session.
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Achoimre Serving as access points to Europe, the European Union's approximately 1 200 seaports are crucial both for its
transport sector and its competitiveness. They also have significant potential for creating jobs and attracting investors.
The European Commission plans to redress the huge disparities in performance levels by modernising the port
services offered by the EU’s 329 main seaports. The reform is aimed at eliminating unfair competition, guaranteeing a
level playing field and improving the commercial efficiency of ports. Two previous attempts to liberalise port services (in
2001 and 2004) provoked controversy, particularly regarding their social/labour market aspects, and were rejected by
the European Parliament. The latest initiative combines a legislative and a 'soft' approach. The previously contentious
cargo handling and passenger services will not be opened up to the market through legislation. Instead, the
Commission is focusing on establishing a clear framework for market access to port services and common rules on the
transparency of public funding for ports and the charges for users. The 'soft' approach comprises an action plan and
the launch of sectoral social dialogue. This briefing updates an earlier edition, of 6 December 2016, PE 595.829.
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Achoimre In order to ensure that intergovernmental agreements (IGA) with third countries in the field of energy are fully compliant
with EU legislation, the Commission proposed, as part of its February 2016 energy security package, new rules that
would require ex-ante assessments of such agreements. A trilogue agreement on the proposed decision was reached
in December 2016 and is due to be put to the vote in the March I 2017 plenary session.
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Achoimre The EU is committed to fighting torture and use of the death penalty throughout the world. Both phenomena continue
to afflict a significant number of countries, and trade in torture tools is booming. One of the most important measures
taken by the EU has been its 2005 Regulation imposing restrictions in trade in torture tools. Despite some visible
effects, it has been repeatedly criticised for loopholes which allow trade in goods that could be used for torture,
executions and other ill-treatment, as well as related activities like brokering or advertising such goods to continue.
Responding to a 2010 European Parliament resolution, the European Commission adopted a legislative proposal to
amend the Regulation in 2014. The proposal was criticised by civil society organisations fighting torture since it did not
address all potential loopholes. The EP's International Trade Committee proposed several amendments aiming to
further restrict the trade in torture tools and the provision of related services. The final compromise text, agreed after
three trilogue meetings, reflected most of INTA’s proposals, albeit with certain modifications. It was adopted by the EP
and the Council as such, entering into force in December 2016. This updates a previous edition, of September 2016:
PE 586.659.

Briefing EN

19-04-2024 Foinse: © An tAontas Eorpach, 2024 - PE 7

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/ga/document/EPRS_BRI(2017)599311
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/599311/EPRS_BRI(2017)599311_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/ga/document/EPRS_ATA(2017)599293
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2017/599293/EPRS_ATA(2017)599293_DE.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2017/599293/EPRS_ATA(2017)599293_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2017/599293/EPRS_ATA(2017)599293_ES.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2017/599293/EPRS_ATA(2017)599293_FR.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2017/599293/EPRS_ATA(2017)599293_IT.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2017/599293/EPRS_ATA(2017)599293_PL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/ga/document/EPRS_BRI(2017)599275
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/599275/EPRS_BRI(2017)599275_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/ga/legal-notice


Reinforcement of checks at external borders
Saghas foilseacháin Sracfhéachaint

Dáta 07-02-2017
Údar RADJENOVIC Anja

Réimse beartas Réimse na Saoirse, na Slándála agus an Cheartais
Eochairfhocal AN tAONTAS EORPACH | CAIDREAMH IDIRNÁISIÚNTA | Comhaontú Schengen | Córas Faisnéise Schengen | DLÍ |

dlí a ghlacadh trí vóta a chaitheamh | dlí an Aontais Eorpaigh | dlí idirnáisiúnta | doiciméad céannachta | imeachtaí
parlaiminte | nós imeachta na comhchinnteoireachta | POLAITÍOCHT | polaitíocht agus sábháilteacht phoiblí | rialú
teorann | sceimhlitheoireacht | slándáil Eorpach | slándáil idirnáisiúnta | teorainn sheachtrach an Aontais Eorpaigh

Achoimre Controls at external borders are key to ensuring proper freedom of movement and security in the Schengen area. As
the EU has been facing risks to its internal security (notably through an increase in terrorist attacks and threats posed
by 'foreign fighters', many of whom are EU citizens enjoying the right of free movement), it is determined to reinforce
the control of its external borders. Parliament is expected to vote during its February plenary part-session on a trilogue
agreement on a proposal to ensure systematic controls, against relevant databases, of EU nationals crossing external
EU borders.
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Achoimre In 2014, the European Commission proposed a revision (‘IORP II’) of the existing Institutions for Occupational
Retirement Provision (IORP) Directive of 2003, which covers certain occupational pension savings. These are
overwhelmingly in the United Kingdom (55.9% of IORP assets) and the Netherlands (30.7%). The proposed revision
aims to improve the governance, risk management, transparency and information provision of IORPs and help
increase cross-border IORP activity. Stakeholders generally welcomed the focus of the proposal and the lack of new
prudential rules, but felt the revision was overly detailed and prescriptive and did not respect national competences,
nor reflect the variety of IORPs and their position as social (not just financial) entities. Following trilogue discussions,
the compromise text was adopted at first reading in the European Parliament’s plenary on 24 November, an then
adopted by the Council on 8 December. It came into effect on 12 January 2017 and Member States have two years
from then to transpose it into national law. This briefing updates an earlier edition, from September 2016: PE 589.800.
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Achoimre Since 2011, Jordan's economy has suffered from the negative spill-overs of the on-going regional conflicts and the
Syrian refugee crisis, weakening the country's fiscal and external financing position. In line with the EU's objective to
support the stability and development of Jordan's economy, the European Commission has presented a proposal to
grant the country a second package of macro-financial assistance (MFA). Amounting to a maximum of €200 million,
the assistance would help the country cover a part of its external financing needs. The first MFA package, worth €180
million, was approved in 2013 and fully disbursed in 2015. In addition to the significant resources mobilised by the
multilateral and bilateral donors, this second MFA, adopted in December 2016, will, by strengthening the economy,
contribute to Jordan's overall stability, which is a high priority for the EU. The Commission will, if appropriate, put
forward a new proposal in 2017 to extend and increase this MFA to Jordan. EU aid will complement the International
Monetary Fund's new programme of about US$723 million, focusing on the country’s economic and financial reform
programme. Third edition. The ‘EU Legislation in Progress’ briefings are updated at key stages throughout the
legislative procedure. To view earlier editions of this briefing, please see: PE 593.537, November 2016.
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/ga/document/EPRS_ATA(2017)599255
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2017/599255/EPRS_ATA(2017)599255_DE.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2017/599255/EPRS_ATA(2017)599255_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2017/599255/EPRS_ATA(2017)599255_ES.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2017/599255/EPRS_ATA(2017)599255_FR.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2017/599255/EPRS_ATA(2017)599255_IT.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2017/599255/EPRS_ATA(2017)599255_PL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/ga/document/EPRS_BRI(2017)595899
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/ga/document/EPRS_BRI(2017)595899
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/595899/EPRS_BRI(2017)595899_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/ga/document/EPRS_BRI(2017)595891
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/595891/EPRS_BRI(2017)595891_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/ga/legal-notice
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Achoimre Two sets of technical rules apply to EU waterways today. A proposal currently under consideration aims to harmonise
technical requirements for granting navigation certificates to inland waterway vessels, ensure a uniform level of
navigation safety and prevent distortions of competition.
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Achoimre In the wake of the first visit of Pope Francis to the United States in September 2015, John Boehner announced that he
would resign one of the most powerful positions in government, the House Speaker, at the end of October. The vote in
the House of Representatives for a new Speaker is likely to take place on 29 October and elections for other
Republican leadership posts will be held thereafter.
John Boehner was first elected to serve as Speaker in November 2010 for the 112th Congress. He was re-elected by
the House in January 2013 for the 113th Congress, and again in January 2015 for the 114th Congress.
The House Speaker is the political and parliamentary leader of the House of Representatives. He or she is elected by
the House of Representatives and the role is the only House leadership position mentioned in Article 1 of the US
Constitution (on the legislature).
He or she is possibly the most prominent figure on Capitol Hill. Amongst many roles, the Speaker controls the
legislative agenda through the House Rules Committee; appoints members of the majority party to committees; defines
the priorities of the majority, raises money for the party and negotiates the terms of legislation with Senate leaders and
the US President. This multiplicity of roles is argued to be a permanent source of struggle for the Speaker who has to
promote the collective interest of the Chamber while simultaneously serving the interests of the House majority party.
Looking back, academics argue that the Speakership has largely changed over time not only due to the institutional
changes introduced but also because of the different personalities who have held the position.
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/ga/document/EPRS_ATA(2016)586654
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/586654/EPRS_ATA(2016)586654_DE.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/586654/EPRS_ATA(2016)586654_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/586654/EPRS_ATA(2016)586654_ES.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/586654/EPRS_ATA(2016)586654_FR.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/586654/EPRS_ATA(2016)586654_IT.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2016/586654/EPRS_ATA(2016)586654_PL.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/ga/document/EPRS_BRI(2015)571300
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2015/571300/EPRS_BRI(2015)571300_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/ga/legal-notice

