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On 13 July 2016, as part of the reform of the common European asylum system and the long-term policy on better
migration management, the European Commission presented a proposal to provide for a permanent framework with
standard common procedures for resettlement across the EU, to complement current national and multilateral
resettlement initiatives. Resettlement is a tool to help displaced persons in need of protection reach Europe safely and
legally, and receive protection for as long as necessary. It is a durable solution that includes selection and transfer of
refugees from a country where they seek protection to another country. In addition to providing refugees with
international protection, its aim is to strengthen solidarity and responsibility-sharing between countries. For a
resettlement to take place, the United Nations Refugee Agency has to determine an applicant is a refugee according to
the 1951 Geneva Convention, and has to identify resettliement as the most appropriate solution. Although the
European Parliament and the Council reached a partial provisional agreement on the proposal in summer 2018, the
Council was unable to endorse it, nor could it agree on a mandate for further negotiations. The co-legislators finally
reached an agreement on 15 December 2022. On 8 February 2024, Coreper approved the provisional agreement,
which will now have to be formally adopted by both institutions before it can enter into force. Fifth edition. The 'EU
Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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The 'hotspot approach' was presented by the European Commission as part of the European agenda on migration in
April 2015, when record numbers of refugees, asylum-seekers and other migrants began arriving in the EU. The
'hotspots’ (first reception facilities) were intended to improve coordination of EU agencies' and national authorities'
efforts at the external borders of the EU, in the initial reception, identification, registration and fingerprinting of asylum-
seekers and migrants. Although other Member States also have the possibility to benefit from the hotspot approach,
only Greece and Italy host hotspots. This approach was also designed to contribute to the temporary emergency
relocation mechanisms that — between September 2015 and September 2017 — helped to transfer asylum-seekers
from Greece and Italy to other EU Member States. Even though 96 % of the people eligible had been relocated by the
end of March 2018, relocation numbers were far from the targets originally set and the system led to tensions with
Czechia, Hungary and Poland, which refused to comply with the mechanism. Relocations to other EU Member States,
especially under the new voluntary scheme established in June 2022, remain low. Since their inception, the majority of
hotspots have suffered from overcrowding, and concerns have been raised by stakeholders with regard to camp
facilities and living conditions — in particular for vulnerable migrants and asylum-seekers — and to gaps in access to
asylum procedures. These shortcomings cause tensions among the migrants and with local populations and have
already led to violent protests. On 8 September 2020, a devastating fire in the Moria camp on Lesvos only aggravated
the existing problems. The European Parliament has called repeatedly for action to ensure that the hotspot approach
does not endanger the fundamental rights of asylum-seekers and migrants. This briefing updates earlier ones
published in March 2016, in June 2018 and September 2020.
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Achoimre Before the pandemic, the Greek economy was just getting back onto a positive path, following reforms implemented
under the macroeconomic adjustment programmes. Greece was among the first four countries to submit its national
recovery and resilience plan (NRRP) in April 2021. The plan envisages investment and reforms totalling €30.5 billion,
to be implemented up to 2026; €17.8 billion will be financed from non-repayable financial support (grants), and €12.7
billion — the maximum possible allocation — from loans. The plan corresponds to 4.2 % of the €723.8 billion Recovery
and Resilience Facility (RRF) and represents 16.7 % of the country's gross domestic product (GDP) in 2019 (the RRF
being 5.2 % of EU-27 GDP in 2019). The grants alone represent 9.7 % of the country's GDP; overall, Greece's is the
sixth biggest national plan. In June 2022, Greece's grant allocation was revised slightly downwards to €17.4 billion (-
1.9 %). Greece may receive an additional €769 million in grants subject to the approval of a new REPowerEU chapter
on energy. The Greek plan was approved by the Council on 13 July 2021, which has so far allowed €11.1 billion to be
disbursed in the form of pre-financing (€4 billion) and two payments each for grants and loans. Another seven
disbursements for grants and a further four disbursements for loans are envisaged up to 2026, on fulfiiment of the
agreed milestones and targets. So far, Greece has achieved 43 out of a total of 331 milestones and targets. The
European Parliament, which supported an EU recovery instrument from the start of the pandemic, is involved through
a regular, structured dialogue with the Commission and the Council, and is competent to scrutinise its implementation.
This briefing is one in a series covering all EU Member States. Second edition. The 'NGEU delivery' briefings are
updated at key stages throughout the lifecycle of the plans.
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Achoimre This study, written by the Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs at the request of the
European Parliament's Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs - Democracy, Rule of Law and
Fundamental Rights Monitoring Group, examines the situation of Democracy, the Rule of Law and Fundamental Rights
in Greece and how Atrticle 2 TEU values are respected and implemented in the country.
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Achoimre This briefing was prepared by the Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs upon request of the
EP Committee of Inquiry to investigate the use of Pegasus and equivalent surveillance spyware for its mission to
Cyprus and Greece, from 1 to 4 November 2022.
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After Hungary, Poland and Spain, Greece is the latest Member State accused of spying on journalists and opposition
politicians. While the opposition is seeking transparency and is steadily increasing the pressure, the Greek government
has acknowledged select surveillance operations but insists on their legality and categorically denies purchasing or
using the commercial Predator spyware. This EPRS paper synthesises the fast-paced and highly politicised
developments at national level and contextualises the European Union's responses. It refers to the EPRS study
'Europe's PegasusGate' for more information and possible ways forward.
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'This is Europe' — an initiative proposed by the President of the European Parliament, Roberta Metsola — consists of a
series of debates with EU leaders to discuss their visions for the future of the European Union. On 5 July 2022, the
Prime Minister of Greece, Kyriakos Mitsotakis, was the fourth EU leader to address the Parliament since its
Conference of Presidents endorsed the initiative on 28 April 2022. Mr Mitsotakis mentioned EU solidarity frequently, in
terms of how it had helped Greece during the economic crisis, how Greece could contribute to energy security, and
how the EU should support Greece when dealing with migration challenges and relations with Turkey, as well as of the
effective impact of solidarity in dealing with the Covid 19 pandemic. Another key theme in the Prime Minister's speech
was crisis, and how the EU can better deal with future challenges by learning lessons from its handling of previous
crises. One of Mr Mitsotakis's concluding messages was that the EU needs an 'agenda for resilience and development'
to respond to major challenges in defence, migration, banking union, energy, coordinated action based on the
Recovery and Resilience Facility, the deepening of democracy, addressing fake news, and developing the EU's role in
the Western Balkans.
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This In-Depth Analysis, requested by the European Parliament's LIBE Committee - Democracy Rule of Law and
Fundamental Rights Monitoring Group, examines the situation of Democracy, the Rule of Law and Fundamental Rights
in Greece and how Atrticle 2 TEU values are respected and implemented in the country, focusing on anti-corruption
measures and issues related to media freedom.
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Since the beginning of the migratory crisis in 2015, growing numbers of unaccompanied children have been seeking
protection in Europe. With increased migratory pressure in Greece along the EU's external border with Turkey at the
beginning of 2020, and following the Greek government's official request for support, the European Commission
launched a relocation scheme to speed up relocation of unaccompanied minors from the Greek islands to other EU
Member States. Human rights organisations had denounced the precarious and difficult conditions in which
unaccompanied minors had been living in the Greek hotspots, calling for structural solutions in the form of more
solidarity and responsibility sharing among EU Member States, and a coordinated, child rights-based approach to
addressing the many gaps in the protection afforded to unaccompanied children arriving in Europe. However, recent
legislative changes in Greece, such as the establishment of the Special Secretariat for the Protection of
Unaccompanied Minors (SSPUAM) and a new relocation scheme, have served to improve the situation of
unaccompanied minors in the country drastically. Measures include the creation of an effective and sustainable child
protection system, better reception conditions, and changes to the accommodation system for unaccompanied minors.
At the end of 2020, a new law put an end to the practice of detaining unaccompanied children on the sole grounds that
they were homeless. This was followed in January 2021 by the introduction of an emergency response mechanism
that offers children support and a safety net. This publication is an update of a briefing of May 2020 by Ingeborg Odink.
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Turkey has featured regularly on the agenda of the European Council in recent years, notably in the context of the
migration crisis and military operations in Syria, and as a result of an increasingly tense situation in the eastern
Mediterranean, which led to a significant military build-up at sea during the summer of 2020. In all these cases, the
European Council (re)acted swiftly, ensuring that the views of the Member States were taken into consideration. In the
migration crisis, it stepped up cooperation with Turkey, reducing the influx of irregular arrivals on EU shores, while
offering to 're-energise accession negotiations'. This offer has been disregarded, as Turkey has continued to drift away
from EU values and principles, multiplying rule of law and human rights violations. In parallel, Turkey has started
pursuing an increasingly assertive regional policy in the eastern Mediterranean, the Middle East, and, more recently, in
the south Caucasus. Its assertiveness in the eastern Mediterranean led to the increase in illegal exploratory drilling
activities in the Cypriot and Greek economic exclusive zones (EEZs), which the European Council has condemned on
numerous occasions. In 2020, in an attempt to back de-escalation efforts, the European Council reiterated its offer of
cooperation on a positive political agenda, including modernisation of the EU-Turkey customs union, making this
conditional upon progress on restoring good neighbourly relations.
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The EU's binding climate and energy legislation for 2030 requires Member States to adopt national energy and climate
plans (NECPs) covering the period 2021 to 2030. In October 2020, the European Commission published an
assessment for each NECP. Greece submitted its NECP in December 2019. Greece accounts for 2.4 % of total EU
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and has reduced its emissions at a higher pace than the EU average since 2005.
The carbon intensity of the Greek economy decreased by 23 % from 2005 to 2019, at a slower rate than the EU-27
average. Energy industry emissions fell by almost 45 % in the 2005-2019 period in Greece, reducing their share of
total emissions by 14 %. Further reductions are expected as the country proceeds with phasing out lignite-fired power
plants. The sector that showed the greatest percentage reduction in emissions between 2005 and 2019 — 54 % — was
manufacturing industries and construction. Transport and agriculture were the sectors with the lowest reductions.
Under the Effort-sharing Decision for the 2013 2020 period, Greece needs to reduce its emissions in sectors not
included in the EU's emission trading system by 4 %, compared with 2005 levels, and is on track to achieving it. The
share of renewable energy sources in Greece reached 19.7 % in 2019. The country's 2030 target of a 35 % share is
focused mainly on changes to the transport and heating and cooling sectors. This briefing is one in a series which will
cover all EU Member States.
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North Macedonia was the first Western Balkan country to conclude a stabilisation and association agreement with the
EU in 2004; just one year later, it became a candidate country. However, bilateral disputes with Greece and Bulgaria
have blocked accession negotiations so far.
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Hotspots at EU external borders: State of play
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The 'hotspot approach' was presented by the European Commission as part of the European Agenda on Migration in
April 2015, when record numbers of refugees, asylum-seekers and other migrants flocked to the EU. The 'hotspots' —
first reception facilities — aim to improve coordination of the EU agencies' and national authorities' efforts at the
external borders of the EU, in the initial reception, identification, registration and fingerprinting of asylum-seekers and
migrants. Even though other Member States also have the possibility to benefit from the hotspot approach, only
Greece and Italy host hotspots. In Greece, the hotspot approach remains the key strategy in addressing migratory
pressures. The EU-Turkey Statement of March 2016, closely linked to the implementation of the hotspot approach in
Greece, led to a considerable drop in irregular migration flows from Turkey to the EU. However, returns of irregular
migrants to Turkey — a cornerstone of the agreement — are low. The deteriorating relationship between Turkey and the
EU is putting the agreement under increasing pressure. The hotspot approach was also set up to contribute to the
temporary emergency relocation mechanisms that — between September 2015 and September 2017 — helped to
transfer asylum-seekers from Greece and Italy to other EU Member States. Even though 96 % of the people eligible
had been relocated by the end of March 2018, relocation numbers were far from the targets originally set and the
system led to tensions with Czechia, Hungary and Poland, which refused to comply with the mechanism. Since their
inception, the majority of the hotspots have suffered from overcrowding, and concerns have been raised by
stakeholders with regard to camp facilities and living conditions — in particular for vulnerable migrants and asylum-
seekers — and to gaps in access to asylum procedures. These shortcomings cause tensions among the migrants and
with local populations and have already led to violent protests. On 8 September 2020, a devastating fire in the Moria
camp, on Lesvos, only aggravated the existing problems. The European Parliament has called repeatedly for action to
ensure that the hotspot approach does not endanger the fundamental rights of asylum-seekers and migrants. This
briefing updates two earlier ones published in March 2016 and in June 2018.
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In early September 2020, a fire in the over-crowded migrant camp of Moria in Greece pushed thousands of people
onto the streets, exacerbating the already dire conditions faced by asylum-seekers and migrants. The incident also
shows the need to find a solution to a crisis of solidarity in EU asylum policy that has remained unresolved since the
unprecedented influx of migrants into the EU in 2015. The European Commission presented a new Pact on Asylum
and Migration on 23 September 2020. In that, it puts forward a compromise on solidarity and fair sharing of
responsibility for asylum-seekers among EU Member States.
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Since the discovery of offshore natural gas reserves in the eastern Mediterranean in the early 2000s, Turkey has
challenged its neighbours with regard to international law and the delimitation of their exclusive economic zones
(EEZs), and destabilised the whole region through its illegal drilling and military interventions. Ankara has used military
force and intimidation, including repeated violations of the territorial waters and airspaces of neighbouring countries.
Ankara has also used bilateral deals, such as its November 2019 memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the
Libyan Government of National Accord (GNA), which purports to determine new maritime boundaries. The Turkey-
Libya MoU effectively drew a dividing line between the eastern and western parts of the Mediterranean, threatening
maritime security, natural gas exploration and new infrastructures such as the EastMed pipeline. Turkey's behaviour,
beyond its geo-economic interests, reflects a more ambitious geopolitical 'neo-Ottoman' agenda intent on remodelling
the whole region by spreading the country's influence from northern Iraq and Syria to Libya and leaving behind the
Kemalist tradition of secularism and regional neutrality. Tensions in the Aegean Sea and the eastern Mediterranean
have not been conducive to good neighbourly relations. The international community has strongly condemned Turkey's
behaviour. Taking into account Turkey's poor track record in upholding human rights and the rule of law, the European
Union has suspended accession negotiations and all pre-accession funds under the planned new multiannual financial
framework for 2021 to 2027. The European Parliament has condemned Turkey's illegal drilling activities as well as its
military interventions in the region.
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With the virulence of the coronavirus pandemic gradually diminishing, and in the light of the restrictive measures
adopted by Member States, attention remains on the way chosen by the various states to respond to the crisis. With
states at various stages of relaxing emergency constraints, the effects of the coronavirus pandemic are likely to last in
terms of health, economic, social, psychological and possibly even political impact. Although public attention is now
turned towards the widely differing measures that states are taking in order to live with the virus, new challenges are
emerging as international and domestic traffic, trade and free movement of people are re-established, having been all
but frozen. In this context, it is still necessary to complete the overview of Member States' constitutional frameworks in
response to the coronavirus pandemic with the hope that this might offer some guidance or insight, should a
comparable crisis arise in the future. This is the last in a series of four briefings and completes the comparative
overview of Member States' institutional responses to the coronavirus crisis by analysing the legislation of Cyprus,
Czechia, Greece, Ireland, Lithuania and Slovakia. The first in the series gave an overview of the responses in Belgium,
France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Poland and Spain, the second covered Austria, Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Malta,
Romania and Slovenia, while the third covered Croatia, Denmark, Finland, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Portugal and
Sweden.
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In response to increased migratory pressure in Greece along the EU's external border with Turkey in recent months,
and following the Greek government's request for support under Article 78(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the
European Union (TFEU), the European Commission has launched a new relocation scheme to speed up the relocation
of unaccompanied minors from the Greek islands to other EU Member States. Commissioner for Home Affairs Ylva
Johansson, who has been entrusted with taking this process forward, will also work in coordination with the Greek
government and stakeholders to find sustainable ways to ensure that unaccompanied minors staying in the first-line
reception and identification centres (‘hotspots') on the Greek islands receive the care and protection they are entitled
to. Regardless of a child's reasons for migrating, their situation or status, they all are first and foremost children and
have rights as such. Unaccompanied children or children who have been separated from their parents along the way,
are, moreover, entitled to special protection under international human rights and European Union asylum law. All too
often, however, their rights and needs are neglected. Human rights organisations have repeatedly denounced the
precarious and difficult conditions in which unaccompanied minors are living in the Greek hotspots. The proposed
relocation initiative is urgently needed. However, the ongoing political and academic debate also shows a clear need
for more structural solutions, in the form of more solidarity and responsibility-sharing among EU Member States, and a
coordinated, child rights-based approach to addressing the many protection gaps unaccompanied children face when
arriving in Europe.
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For the second time since the introduction of strict coronavirus containment measures, the European Parliament
conducted its April plenary session with the majority of Members participating remotely, and used the alternative voting
procedure put in place by Parliament's Bureau for the March |l session. This temporary voting procedure is available
for use until 31 July 2020, unless extended by Bureau decision. As in March, the session focused on a number of
urgent legislative proposals as well as amendments to the EU's 2020 budget to respond to the coronavirus pandemic.
Members also heard from the Presidents of the European Council and Commission on the coordination of the
European response to the Covid-19 outbreak. Parliament then adopted a resolution setting out its position on the
response to the pandemic and its consequences, ahead of the next video-conference meeting of EU Heads of State or
Government, on 23 April. In this resolution, Members called for a massive economic recovery package, greater
coordination on cross-border health threats, and condemned national emergency measures that restrict civil liberties.
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Draft Amending Budget No 1/2020 (DAB 1/2020) would provide additional funds to help address the needs arising
from the increased migration pressures in Greece, assist Member States to limit the impact of the coronavirus outbreak
through meeting needs for equipment and medical products, and contribute to Albania's post-earthquake
reconstruction. The European Parliament is expected to vote, under the urgent procedure, on the Council position on
DAB 1/2020 during the 16-17 April plenary session.
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Article 78(3) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU) provides for the adoption of provisional
measures in emergency migratory situations at the EU's external borders. It was first used during the 2015 migration
crisis. On the basis of that article, the Council of the EU adopted binding decisions providing for the relocation from
Italy and Greece of 160 000 people so as to ensure a fair and balanced distribution of, and sharing of responsibility for,
asylum-seekers who were already present in the EU. However, despite most Member States' willingness to relocate
asylum-seekers, some challenged the Council's decision before the Court of Justice of the EU (CJEU) or refused to
help implement the decision. On 1 March 2020, in the light of events on its Turkish border, Greece announced that it
wanted Article 78(3) TFEU to be used to ensure full EU support in the situation of a sudden influx of third-country
nationals into the EU.
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This study focuses on the issue of trafficking in human beings in the specific context of hotspots. It analyses the
processes in place to facilitate the detection of victims when they arrive by sea on Greek and lItalian shores, as well as
the protection they are granted.
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This briefing looks at the risks of exploitation faced by people leaving their countries in search of safety or better lives
and arriving in Europe by sea. It gives an overview of the processes related to early identification of victims of
trafficking in first reception facilities (hotspots) and the related challenges.
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The 'hotspot approach' was presented by the Commission as part of the European Agenda on Migration of April 2015,
when record numbers of refugees, asylum-seekers and other migrants flocked to the EU. The 'hotspots’ — first
reception facilities — aim to better coordinate EU agencies' and national authorities' efforts at the external borders of
the EU, on initial reception, identification, registration and fingerprinting of asylum-seekers and migrants. Currently,
only Greece and ltaly host hotspots. Other EU countries can also benefit from the hotspot approach upon request, or in
cases where the Commission believes that additional assistance is necessary. As migration continues to be one of the
EU's main challenges, the hotspots are a key element of EU support for Greece and Italy to help them face the
challenges of the humanitarian and border management crisis. However, reception conditions remain a concern. The
majority of the hotspots suffer from overcrowding, and concerns have been raised by stakeholders with regards to
camp facilities and living conditions, in particular for vulnerable migrants and asylum-seekers. The European
Parliament has repeatedly called for action to ensure that the hotspot approach does not endanger the fundamental
rights of asylum-seekers and migrants. The EU-Turkey Statement from March 2016, which is closely linked with the
implementation of the hotspot approach in Greece, aims to reduce the irregular migration flows from Turkey to the EU.
In parallel, the Commission proposed a temporary emergency relocation mechanism that began in October 2015, to
assist the states facing increasing pressure from migrants’ arrivals. This is an updated version of a Briefing drafted by
Anita Orav, published in March 2016, PE 579.070.
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This briefing provides an overview of the economic situation in Greece and the main developments under the third
financial assistance programme. This version updates the briefing published on 3 October 2017.
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Saghas foilseachain Grinnanailis

Data
Udar

Réimse beartas

19-04-2024

Eochairfhocal

Achoimre

Grinnanailis

19-06-2018
ANGERER Jost
Canachas | Saincheisteanna Airgeadais agus Baincéireachta | Saincheisteanna Eacnamaiochta agus Airgeadaiochta

AIRGEADAS | An Eoraip | An Ghréig | anailis eacnamaioch | anailis eacnamaioch | bailiti canach | bailia sonrai | CBL |
cuntais naisitnta | cain ar ioncam | canachas | EACNAMAIOCHT | geografaiocht eacnamaioch | geografaiocht
pholaitivil | OIDEACHAS AGUS CUMARSAID | olltairgeacht intire | staidreamh | teicneolaiocht faisnéise agus préiseail
sonrai | TIREOLAIOCHT

This briefing provides an overview of taxation developments in Greece, based on the following recent data: (1) latest
publicly available facts and figures from the Greek tax administration, Eurostat and the OECD; (2) progress on tax
reforms as assessed by the Commission in its latest publicly available reports under the ESM programme for Greece.
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Saghas foilseachain
Data

Udar

Réimse beartas
Eochairfhocal

Achoimre

Briefing

Briefing

08-06-2018

CESLUK-GRAJEWSKI Marcin

Saincheisteanna Eacnamaiochta agus Airgeadaiochta

AIRGEADAS | airgeadas poibli agus beartas buiséid | An Bhulgair | An Eoraip | An Ghréig | An lodail | an limistéar
euro | aontas eacnamaioch agus airgeadaiochta | bainistiocht | bainistiocht riosca | beartas fioscach | caidreamh
airgeadaiochta | creat polaititil | cuideachta a bhfuil deacrachtai aici | canachas | dalai eacnamaiocha |
EACNAMAIOCHT | eacnamaiocht airgeadaiochta | eagru gno | fiachas poibli | foras creidmheasa | fas eacnamaioch |
geografaiocht eacnamaioch | geografaiocht pholaititil | GNO AGUS IOMAIOCHT | instititiidi airgeadais agus
creidmheas | meitheal mhachnaimh | pobalachas | POLAITIOCHT | taighde agus maoin intleachtuil | TAIRGEADH,
TEICNEOLAIOCHT AGUS TAIGHDE | TIREOLAIOCHT

In June, the Heads of State or Government of the countries sharing the euro currency will discuss ways to improve the
functioning of the euro area. French President Emmanuel Macron has proposed an ambitious reform plan, but
Germany, the euro area’s economic powerhouse, is more cautious. Despite continued growth, after years of
stagnation, the euro area needs better governance to meet future challenges, economic analysts say. They add that
recent political developments in Italy may complicate the drive for reform, as could unstable political situations
elsewhere. This note brings together commentaries, analyses and studies by major international think tanks and
research institutes on challenges facing the euro area and related issues. Earlier publications on the topic can be
found in a previous edition of 'What Think Tanks are Thinking' published in December 2017.
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Results of the 2018 stress test of the four significant Greek banks
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This briefing summarises the results of the 2018 stress test of the four significant Greek banks directly supervised by
the European Central Bank (ECB), and puts them into perspective, comparing them with previous results.
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This overview of the transport and tourism sectors in Greece was prepared to provide information for the mission of the
Transport and Tourism Committee to the country between 7 and 9 May 2018.
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Mario Centeno, President of the Eurogroup since 13 January 2018, has been invited to a regular Economic Dialogue,
notably in accordance with Article 2ab of Regulation 1466/97 as amended. This briefing provides an overview of the
ongoing work of the Eurogroup as regards public finances, macro-economic imbalances, financial adjustment
programmes and the banking union. As the President of the Eurogroup, Mr Centeno has also been appointed as
Chairman of the Board of Governors of the European Stability Mechanism.
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Integration of refugees in Greece, Hungary and ltaly: Comparative Analysis
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This study presents a comparative overview of recent policy developments in Greece, Hungary and Italy, which
present some similarities as regards their position in the migration routes, but also very different approaches.

The focus of the analysis is on progress achieved in the last three years in the adaptation of the reception and
integration system for the high numbers of new arrivals and on the main challenges encountered, with a focus on
labour market integration measures.

Further, special attention is given to changes in perceptions, public opinion and political discourse with respect to the
asylum and integration of refugees and how this influenced policy strategies.
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This study presents a comparative overview of recent policy developments in Greece, Hungary and Italy, which
present some similarities as regards their position in the migration routes, but also very different approaches.

The focus of the analysis is on progress achieved in the last three years in the adaptation of the reception and
integration system for the high numbers of new arrivals and on the main challenges encountered, with a focus on
labour market integration measures.

Further, special attention is given to changes in perceptions, public opinion and political discourse with respect to the
asylum and integration of refugees and how this influenced policy strategies.
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Statistical governance in Greece - recent developments
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This document provides an overview of the recent developments of Greek statistical system as well as an indication of
the magnitude of the revision of public finance data after their first validation. It also covers legal proceedings before
Greek courts against Andreas Georgiou (Head of the Greek Statistical Office, ELSTAT, between 2 August 2010 and 2
August 2015), among others on the ground of the accusation that he has inflated 2009 Greek deficit figures. This
document is an update of a briefing published in November 2016.
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Economic recovery has reduced the unemployment rate in the euro area and the wider European Union, but there are
still significant challenges for EU labour markets. These include increasing inequalities, the effect of the digital
revolution and globalisation on jobs, the impact of the posting of workers abroad within the EU, persistently high youth
and long-term unemployment, and integration of migrants. The European Commission is pushing ahead with its
European Pillar of Social Rights package to strengthen the social dimension of Economic and Monetary Union. This
note offers links to recent commentaries and reports by major international think tanks and research institutes on the
state and possible reforms of EU labour markets as well as social policies. More reports on social policies can be
found in a previous edition of 'What Think Tanks are Thinking' published in May 2017.
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This briefing provides an overview of the economic situation in Greece and the main elements of the third financial
assistance programme. This briefing is regularly updated (this version replaces the version published on 22 June
2017).
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Precautionary recapitalisations under the Bank Recovery and Resolution Directive: conditionality and

case practice
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This briefing focusses on the possibility provided by the Bank Recovery and Resolution Directive (BRRD) to
recapitalize a bank outside resolution. It explains the legal framework, in particular the conditionality attached to such
precautionary recapitalisations, and reviews the few cases where the use of this instrument was discussed.
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Upon request by the LIBE Committee, this paper provides a general overview of the latest developments in terms of
international protection and reception of third-country nationals in Greece for the purposes of the visit of a delegation of
the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs to Greece.
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This document gives an update of the development of unemployment and poverty in Greece including a view to

changes in employment in the public sector. It presents Geece in in a comparative perspective (Cyprus, Ireland,

Portugal, Spain).

'(I;he note has been prepared by Policy Department A to support the work of the Committee's Monitoring Group on
reece.
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Upon request by the LIBE Committee, this paper provides some information on the current situation of asylum and
migration in Italy, focusing in particular on the “hotspots” and on the asylum procedures. The paper describes the
applicable legislative framework, as recently amended, as well as its practical application.

EN

Greece's financial assistance programme (March 2017)

Saghas foilseachain
Data

Udar

Réimse beartas
Eochairfhocal

Achoimre

Grinnanailis

19-04-2024

Grinnanailis

10-03-2017

ANGERER Jost | CIUCCI MATTEO | HRADISKY Martin | VEGA BORDELL Javier Maria | ZOPPE Alice
Saincheisteanna Eacnamaiochta agus Airgeadaiochta
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coigeartu struchtdrach | céras baincéireachta | DLI | dIi sibhialta | EACNAMAIOCHT | fiachas poibli | geografaiocht
eacnamaioch | geografaiocht pholaititil | institiGidi airgeadais agus creidmheas | saorghluajseacht chaipitil |
staidreamh naisiunta | sécmhainneacht airgeadais | téarmai maidir le cabhair a dheonu | TIREOLAIOCHT

This briefing gives an overview of the economic situation in Greece and the main elements of the third financial
assistance programme. This briefing is regularly updated (this version replaces the version published on 29 September
2016).
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Elspeth GUILD (Centre for European Policy Studies, Brussels, Belgium), Cathryn COSTELLO (Refugee Studies
Centre, University of Oxford, UK) and Violeta MORENO-LAX (Queen Mary University of London, UK) ;

Research assistance:

Christina VELENTZA (Democritus University of Thrace, Greece), Daniela VITIELLO (Roma Tre University, Rome,
Italy) and Natascha ZAUN (Refugee Studies Centre, University of Oxford, UK)
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slandail idirnaisiunta | staidreamh an Aontais Eorpaigh | teorainn sheachtrach an Aontais Eorpaigh | triu tir |
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This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens' Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the LIBE Committee, examines the EU’s mechanism of relocation of asylum seekers from
Greece and ltaly to other Member States. It examines the scheme in the context of the Dublin System, the hotspot
approach, and the EU-Turkey Statement, recommending that asylum seekers’ interests, and rights be duly taken into
account, as it is only through their full engagement that relocation will be successful. Relocation can become a system
that provides flexibility for Member States and local host communities, as well as accommodating the agency and
dignity of asylum seekers. This requires greater cooperation from receiving States, and a clearer role for a single EU
legal and institutional framework to organise preference matching and rationalise efforts and resources overall.
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This paper revises the European instruments for macro-financial stability providing financial support to member states.
Three instruments, created on an ad-hoc basis during the crisis, are temporary and should gradually disappear. One
instrument reserved for non-euro area member states, and others targeted at euro area countries remain in place. In
the long term, the European Stability Mechanism is likely to become the only instrument for macro-financial assistance,
but its current standing outside the EU legal framework needs to be addressed.
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A Workshop organised by the Policy Department C was held on the impact of economic crisis on access to healthcare
and medicines. The speakers addressed issues such as budget cuts in health care, high price of medicines,
inequalities in access to various treatments as a direct result of those cuts, addressed medicines as a financial
products with their share on stock market which creates an artificial incentive to keep the high value for medicines, etc.
Better coordinated procurement for medicines, as practiced by the Benelux countries, was given as an example.
Further recommendations on how to improve access to healthcare were suggested by the experts and by the
representative of the Commission.
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This in-depth analysis was prepared on the request of the Committee on Regional Development in the context of its
visit to Greece. The analysis provides an overview of Greece’s regions (with a special attention to Attica and Central
Macedonia) and of its political, economic and administrative system. In addition, this analyses focuses on the
implementation of cohesion policy on the ground with a particular attention to the consequences of the recent
amendment of the Common Provisions Regulation in respect of special measures for Greece, as well as to Greece’s
participation in six European Territorial Cooperation programmes.
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For the current programming period, Member States and regions are, for the first time, required to develop research
and innovation strategies for smart specialisation (RIS3). An own-initiative report tabled for plenary makes
recommendations for advancing the implementation of this novel strategic approach, which provides a path for
innovation-driven economic transformation and development.
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Follow-Up of CONT Mission to Greece. How to Improve Land Expropriation Decisions?

Saghas foilseachain
Data
Udar seachtarach

Réimse beartas

Eochairfhocal

Achoimre

Staidéar

19-04-2024

Staidéar
04-08-2016

Willibrordus Sluijters (DG REGIO, European Commission) ; Sébastien Renaud (European Commission) ; Chryssy
Potsiou (National Technical University of Athens, Greece) ; George Delis (Ministry of Infrastructure, Transportation and
Networks, Greece) and Andreas Psathas (Ministry of Economy, Development and Tourism, Greece)
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On 14 June 2016, at the request of the Committee on Budgetary Control, the Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs
organised a workshop on "Follow-up of CONT mission to Greece. How to improve land expropriation decisions?". The
workshop examined the current status and the future prospects of land expropriations in Greece, offering clarification
on undertaken reforms and recent legislation changes.

This document can not constitute an authentic record of proceedings. The workshop was public and live webstreamed.
The video record can be found under the following link: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-
live/en/committees/video?event=20160614-1500-COMMITTEE-CONT
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The study was requested by the European Parliament’'s Committee on Women'’s Rights and Gender Equality and
commissioned, overseen and published by the Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional Affairs. This
assessment aims at investigating gender differences across EGF interventions. By adopting gender budgeting
principles, the analysis shows that there are at least four factors resulting in different treatment of men and women in
the implementation of the fund: a more frequent implementation of the EGF in male-dominated sectors based on the
fact that the impact of the crisis by sectors is not gender neutral, the size of the firms involved in the interventions, and
the prevailing productive structure by sectors. Apart from a general analysis, the study includes also detailed analyses
of EGF cases in seven Member States.
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From 2007 a series of crises in the economic and financial sphere hit the European Union. These were partly linked
and tended to amplify each other. Two of the hardest hitting, the financial and sovereign debt crises, were closely
intertwined and put immense pressure on the euro area, stressing the financial sector and pushing Member State
governments' budgets to their very limits. Several Member States lost access to the capital markets, and required
financial assistance from both the euro area and the IMF. Unlike the United States economy, the euro area economy
has failed to bounce back from the economic crisis owing to its ongoing sovereign debt crisis. Although the initial shock
of the financial crisis came from the United States of America, the crisis took a different twist in the euro area, which
was not prepared for such an event. There were no proper crisis resolution mechanisms in place, nor were there
sufficient budgetary margins available to save the banks and reinvigorate the economy without putting the
sustainability of public finances in jeopardy. The Stability and Growth Pact, a central element of Economic and
Monetary Union, had failed to produce the necessary fiscal margin. Problems were compounded by macroeconomic
imbalances that had built up inside several Member States. The European Union fought on two parallel fronts: saving
banks and supporting stressed sovereigns in order to extinguish the fire, while also correcting the framework with the
aim of avoiding a recurrence of similar crises. Although the worst seems to be over, problems persist and a renewed
flare-up is not impossible.
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This document, provided by Policy Department A at the request of the Employment and Social Affairs Committee,
gives an overview of the development of unemployment and poverty in Greece in a comparative perspective (Cyprus,
Ireland, Portugal, Spain).
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This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the LIBE Committee, places the new “hotspot approach” to managing migration within its policy
framework. It examines the way in which EU agencies provide support to frontline Member States, with particular focus
on Greece, and assesses the chief challenges identified to date in both the policy design and operational
implementation of hotspots.
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Greece's financial assistance programme (March 2016)
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This briefing gives an overview if the economic situation in Greece and the main elements of the third financial
assistance programme. This briefing is regularly updated. It served also as a background document for the delegation
of the Financial Assistance Working Group to Athens end of March 2016. The previous update was made in view of an
Economic Dialogue on 2 March 2016 with Mr Euclid Tsakalotos, Minister of Finance of the Hellenic Republic, in the
competent Committee of the European Parliament.
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The European Parliament's Committee on Employment and Social Affairs requested a workshop on "Evolution of
Collective Bargaining in Troika Programme and Post-Programme Member States", which was held in the European
Parliament in Brussels on 18 February 2016. The workshop is connected to the EMPL Committee's ongoing work on
monitoring the implementation of labour market and social reforms foreseen by the Memorandum of Understanding
with Greece and its interest in following up the findings of the EP resolution of 13 March 2014 on Employment and
social aspects of the role and operations of the Troika; it is also connected to the European Commission's intention to
relaunch social dialogue.

The workshop presentations trace the development of collective bargaining in the last decades and have a look at the
state of play of collective bargaining in Portugal, Romania, Ireland and Greece.

This Policy Department A publication contains the programme, a summary of discussions, background papers and the
presentations of the workshop.
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The informal European Council of 7 March 2016 focused on migration, assessing the state of implementation of
previously agreed measures. EU leaders stressed the need to fully apply the Schengen Borders Code, thereby ending
the 'wave-through' policy for migrants, providing humanitarian assistance to Greece and moving forward in the EU's
cooperation with Turkey. The latter point was also the main focus of the informal meeting of the EU Heads of State or
Government with Turkish Prime Minister, Ahmet Davutoglu. Leaders agreed to accelerate the implementation of the
EU-Turkey Action Plan and welcomed additional proposals made by Turkey. In particular, the lifting of visa
requirements should be brought forward to June 2016 and disbursement of the €3-billion Refugee Facility for Syrians
should be speeded up.
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Hotspots and emergency relocation: State of play
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The year 2015 saw a record number of migrants arriving in the European Union: Frontex reports that 1.83 million
irregular border crossings were detected at the EU's external borders, 1.04 million of them in Greece and Italy.
According to Eurostat, 1.29 million asylum applications were lodged in the EU in 2015. Based on the current Dublin
system, applicants' first country of entry is responsible for processing their asylum claims. This puts enormous
pressure on frontline states. The Commission's communication on a European Agenda on Migration includes a
proposal for a temporary emergency relocation mechanism to relieve the pressure on overburdened states. In parallel,
the Commission has launched a 'hotspot' approach to provide assistance along specific sections of the border,
characterised by 'disproportionate mixed migratory flows'. The approach entails temporary intervention by EU agencies
such as Frontex, the European Asylum Support Office (EASO) and Europol to help national authorities guide asylum-
seekers towards asylum procedures and irregular migrants towards return procedures. Eleven such hotspots had been
identified as of February 2016: six in Italy and five in Greece. Currently only three are fully operational. Although work
on the hotspot approach is not yet complete and the relocation process only began in October 2015, stakeholders
have already pointed to several shortcomings in how they currently operate. Parliament has insisted that the hotspot
approach should not undermine the fundamental rights of any persons, refugees or otherwise, arriving at Europe's
shores.
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The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia is facing its 'most severe political crisis since 2001' and is preparing for
snap elections on 5 June 2016. The Commission made its seventh recommendation for the beginning of accession
talks, 'conditional' on the implementation of a 2015 EU-brokered political agreement between the main parties,
expected to ensure free and fair elections.
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This note presents selected information on the current status of the EU economic governance procedures and related
relevant information in view of an Economic Dialogue with Mr Euclid Tsakalotos, Minister of Finance of the Hellenic
Republic, in accordance with the EU legal framework, in particular Article 2a of EU Regulation 1467 as amended by
Regulation 1177/2011 and Article 7(10) of EU Regulation 472/2013.This briefing is an update on a previous briefing on
Greece’s Financial Assistance Programme.
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The Implementation of Bail-In in Recent Resolution Cases
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Since 1 January 2016 it has become mandatory under the BRRD to bail-in shareholders and creditors for a minimum
amount of 8% of total liabilities before any SRF fund be injected into banks under resolution.
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This briefing gives an overview if the economic situation in Greece and the main elements of the third financial
assistance programme. The briefing is regularly updated. For an overview of the state-of-play on all programmes,
including ex post surveillance, please see the separate document “Macro-financial assistance to EU Member States”.
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The EU's trade policy does not exist in a vacuum. On the one hand, it is affected by international standard and rule-
setting. On the other hand, the EU is itself an influential actor shaping the international trade agenda by participating in
the work of international organisations and fora. This short note focuses on the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and
the World Trade Organization (WTO).
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The EU's trade policy does not exist in a vacuum. On the one hand, it is affected by international standard and rule-
setting. On the other hand, the EU is itself an influential actor shaping the international trade agenda by participating in
the work of international organisations and fora. This short note focuses on the European Investment Bank (EIB).
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This study was commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the LIBE Committee. With renewed efforts to counter people smuggling in the context of an
unprecedented influx of migrants and refugees into the EU, it assesses existing EU legislation in the area — the 2002
Facilitators’ Package — and how it deals with those providing humanitarian assistance to irregular migrants. The study
maps EU legislation against the international legal framework and explores the effects — both direct and indirect — of
the law and policy practice in selected Member States. It finds significant inconsistencies, divergences and grey areas,
such that humanitarian actors are often deterred from providing assistance. The study calls for a review of the
legislative framework, greater legal certainty and improved data collection on the effects of the legislation.
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This study is aimed at describing the socio-economic situation and the state of play of energy, transport and tourism
linkages in the Adriatic and lonian Region. It identifies development gaps between EU Member States and non-EU
countries that participate in the European Union Strategy for the AIR. It also identifies risks and opportunities of the EU
Strategy for Adriatic-lonian Region and outlines the critical importance of these opportunities for the economic
development of the AIR.
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At the 17-18 December 2015 meeting of the European Council, EU Heads of State or Government will discuss the
migration crisis, the fight against terrorism, Economic and Monetary Union, the Internal Market, the Energy Union and
the United Kingdom's renegotiation of its EU membership. On many of these issues, EU leaders will assess the
implementation of their decisions from previous European Council meetings. It will be the first substantial discussion on
the United Kingdom's proposals for changes in the operation of the Union.
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This briefing prepared by the Economic Governance Support Unit is an update of a note that was initially provided to
ECON Members in advance of an ad-hoc Exchange of views with Eurogroup President Jeroen Dijsselbloem and
Managing Director of the ESM Klaus Regling, which took place on 10 November 2015.
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Since 2010, the ECB - in particular as a component of the so-called Troika - has been providing technical
assistance/advice in the design and adoption of measures for contributing to the financial stability of crisis-hit countries.
The ECB’s role has been especially - but not exclusively - important in decisions concerning the recapitalization of
national financial systems. Actions taken by the ECB in that context have been sometimes criticized as undemocratic
and questioned for granting an excessive power to the institution and interfering with Member States' national
sovereignty. The notes in this compilation by key monetary experts discuss the pros and cons of these ECB actions in
the light of ECB mandate and its institutional dimension. In particular, the note discuss whether similar actions put ECB
independence at risk. The notes have been requested by the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs as an
input for the November 2015 session of the Monetary Dialogue.
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Eurogroup President Jeroen Dijsselbloem and Managing Director of the ESM Klaus Regling have been invited for an
ad hoc Exchange of views relating to the macro-economic adjustment programme for Greece. Jeroen Dijsselbloem
has been Eurogroup President since 21 January 2013. He was re-appointed for a second term on 13 July 2015. As the
President of the Eurogroup, he is also chairing the Board of Governors of the European Stability Mechanism (ESM).
Klaus Regling has been Managing Director of the ESM since its inauguration on 8 October 2012. His term of office
lasts for 5 years and may be renewed only once. Note that the Eurogroup is to discuss the state of play regarding the
implementation of Greece's economic adjustment programme at its meeting of 9 November 2015.
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IFRS 9 introduces new impairment rules responding to the G20 critique that IAS 39 results in the delayed and
insufficient recognition of credit losses. In a case study of a Greek government bond for the period 2009 to 2011 when
Greece’s credit rating declined sharply, this study highlights the discretion that preparers have when estimating
impairments. IFRS 9 relies more on management expectations and will lead to earlier impairments. However, these
appear still delayed and low if compared to the fair value losses.

This document was provided by Policy Department A at the request of the ECON Committee.
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This briefing includes a state of play of issues dealt with by the Single Supervisory Mechanism, a short summary of two
expert papers assessing the progress made by those banks which failed the stress tests published in October 2014,
and an analysis of the evolution of SSM banks' financial positions from 2013 to June 2015.
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Europe is confronted with the most serious refugee crisis since World War 1. Wars, conflicts and persecution
worldwide have forced more than 59 million people to flee their homes and seek safety elsewhere, according to the UN
Refugee Agency. The unprecedented migratory flows to Europe have put enormous pressure on the asylum systems
of the frontline Member States. In response, the Commission has proposed, the Parliament has supported, and the
Council has adopted a set of emergency measures for relocating 160 000 asylum-seekers from the frontline Member
States to other Member States. To this end, the Council decided on 14 September 2015 to relocate 40 000 asylum-
seekers from Italy and Greece to other Member States. In addition, the Council agreed on 22 September 2015 a
further temporary relocation scheme for an additional 120 000 asylum-seekers from Greece and Italy. Furthermore, the
Commission proposed on 9 September 2015 to create a permanent relocation mechanism for all Member States, as
well as a number of other concrete measures to better manage the exceptional migratory flows to Europe.
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Conceived at the Bretton Woods conference in 1944, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) officially came into
existence on 27 December 1945 and started operations in 1947. Its primary purpose is to ensure the stability of the
international monetary system — the system of exchange rates and international payments that enables countries (and
their citizens) to transact with each other. The IMF has 188 member countries, all of which are represented in the
highest decision-making body, the Board of Governors. This body elects or appoints the 24 Executive Directors of the
Executive Board, responsible for the Fund's daily operations. The IMF has a quota system, which determines the
maximum amount of financial resources that each country should make available to the IMF, what voting power it has
and how much financing it can obtain from the IMF. The IMF provides several facilities for concessional (i.e. at no, or
below market rate, interest) and non-concessional lending that member countries can request, normally with
quantitative and structural conditions attached. In 2010, the Board of Governors agreed on a package of far-reaching
reforms of IMF quotas and the IMF's governance. These would give emerging market economies bigger influence on
IMF decisions. The reforms, however, have been blocked, since the US Congress has still not ratified them.
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This paper forms part of a series of nine studies on the role of the European Union in international economic fora,
prepared by Policy Department A at the request of the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs of the European
Parliament. It provides factual background information about the International Monetary Fund (IMF) as well as about
the EU’s relations with the IMF (both in terms of the IMF's role in the EU and the EU’s role, representation and impact
in the IMF). The paper focuses in particular on the impact of IMF-EU relations in the wake of the financial crisis and
explores issues of accountability, transparency and options for increased legitimacy also in the context of the “Troika”
programmes across Europe, particularly in Greece. The strong influence of European policy-makers and institutions in
the context of the “Troika” programmes raise not only fundamental questions about the future of EU-IMF relations, but
also about transparency, legitimacy and accountability of financial assistance programmes as well as global and
European global economic governance. The paper also considers wider reflections by non-EU members of the IMF on
the more intensified involvement of the IMF in European affairs and provides ten concrete recommendations to
members of the European Parliament.
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This document presents employment and social developments in Greece up to 2015, by tracing the record of reforms
and examining indicators since the years before the beginning of the crisis. In December 2014, the Greek crisis had
decreased national income by 25%, compared to 2007. The postponement of necessary reforms was prominent
among the causes of the crisis, and during the crisis the gaps in the social protection system delayed adjustments and
worsened the impact of austerity measures. The reform agenda was assigned a key role and institutional reforms,
started in 2010, are still incomplete. Unemployment and poverty mostly hit younger people, for whom a system
focused on pensions offers no help. The third bailout agreement involves the completion of the reform agenda and
addresses criticisms expressed against earlier programmes.

This document was requested by the EMPL Committee and provided by the Policy Department A and the Economic
Governance Support unit.
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On 17 July 2015, the European Commission proposed, as an exceptional measure, to amend the common rules
governing the implementation of the five European Structural and Investment Funds, to provide immediate liquidity to
Greece and help the country make full use of available EU funding to finance investment and economic activity. This
follows the decisions taken at the Euro Summit of 12 July 2015, which paved the way for a new support programme for
Greece.
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On 30 June 2015, Greece defaulted on an IMF loan. Due to lack of agreement between the Greek Government and
the Eurogroup, the financial assistance programme from the European Financial Stability Facility expired on the same
day. After tense negotiations during extraordinary summit meetings and the looming danger of Greece leaving the euro
area, a preliminary agreement was finally reached on 13 July 2015. The heads of state or government of the euro area
held an extraordinary Euro Summit meeting on the financial situation in Greece. The agreement adopted unanimously
provides a roadmap for further discussions and a potential third bail-out programme (ESM loan) for Greece of up to
€86 billion for a period of three years. The envisaged new three-year assistance programme (July 2015 - July 2018)
requires several conditions to be fulfilled by the Greek authorities. These include the transfer of 'valuable' Greek assets
to an independent fund. This fund will monetise these assets (target: €50 billion) in order to help to recapitalise Greek
banks (€25 billion), to reduce the debt to GDP ratio (€12.5 billion) and to be disbursed for investment (€12.5 billion). On
15 July 2015, the Greek Parliament adopted the first set of reform measures required. In addition, the consent of
national parliaments in several euro area Member States has been, or is being, sought in order to pave the way for the
third bail-out programme for Greece. The European Commission has proposed a bridging loan of €7 billion (using
funds from the EFSM) to Greece, enabling it to repay its immediate obligations to the ECB and the IMF by 20 July.
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Achoimre What was intended to be a scheduled European Council on 25/26 June 2015 with a comprehensive draft agenda
became a crisis European Council. Originally its agenda comprised initiatives corresponding to five of European
Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker's ten political guidelines. However, and as predicted in the EPRS Outlook
for the European Council, the Heads of State or Government spent much time discussing current developments in the
Mediterranean and the future of Greece within the euro area, while issues such as CSDP, the digital single market and
the European Semester received less attention than had been originally envisaged. The European Council's
Conclusions nevertheless managed to address security and defence issues, jobs growth and competitiveness.
Particular attention was paid to the topic of migration while the United Kingdom's plan for a referendum on Europe was
also addressed.

Briefing EN

Outlook for the European Council of 25 - 26 June 2015: Pre-European Council Briefing
Saghas foilseachain Briefing
Data 23-06-2015
Udar ANGHEL Suzana Elena | DE FINANCE Stanislas | DRACHENBERG Ralf

Réimse beartas An Margadh Inmheanach agus an tAontas Custam | Gnothai Eachtracha | Reachtaiocht a ghlacadh ag PE agus ag an
gCombhairle | Réimse na Saoirse, na Slandala agus an Cheartais | Saincheisteanna Airgeadais agus Baincéireachta |
Saincheisteanna Eacnamaiochta agus Airgeadaiochta | Seimeastar Eorpach | Slandail agus Cosaint | Tradail
Idirndisiunta

Eochairfhocal AIRGEADAS | aistridl | An Chomhairle Eorpach | An Eoraip | An Ghréig | an limistéar euro | An Mheanmhuir | An Riocht
Aontaithe | An Ruis | AN tAONTAS EORPACH | An Ucrain | beartas imirce an Aontais Eorpaigh | beartas infheistiochta
| caidreamh airgeadaiochta | CAIDREAMH IDIRNAISIUNTA | CEISTEANNA SOISIALTA | ciste (AE) | comhaontu (AE)
a chaibidlit | comhbheartas eachtrach agus slandala | comhordu ar bheartais AEA | COMHSHAOL | cruinnit mullaigh |
DLI | dli coiridil | eacnamaiocht airgeadaiochta | Europol | Frontex | geografaiocht eacnamaioch | geografaiocht
pholaititiil | gluaiseacht imirceach | gnothai eachtracha | imirce | instititiidi an AE agus an tseirbhis shibhialta Eorpach |
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Achoimre The June European Council has a very comprehensive agenda, as Heads of State or Government will discuss the
situation in the Mediterranean, progress undertaken since December 2013 in the Common Security and Defence
Policy (CSDP), means to fight terrorism, economic governance aspects, the development of the digital agenda, as well
as relations with Russia and the situation in Ukraine. Current developments in the Mediterranean and the Eurozone will
most likely shift the Summit's primary focus from CSDP to migration and the future of Greece within the euro area. In
addition, the future role of the United Kingdom will be addressed by the British Prime Minister.
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Youth Unemployment in Greece: Situation before the Government Change
Saghas foilseachain Briefing
Data 22-06-2015
Udar KRAATZ Susanne
Réimse beartas An Dli agus Beartas a Luachail i gCleachtas | Fostaiocht | Oideachas

Eochairfhocal An Eoraip | An Ghréig | AN tAONTAS EORPACH | anailis eacnamaioch | bainistiocht pearsanra agus iocaiocht foirne |
beartas déine | beartas eacnamaioch | bochtaineacht | CEISTEANNA SOISIALTA | coigeartu struchturach | comhrac i
gcoinne na difhostaiochta | cuntais naisiunta | dalai eacnamaiocha | difhostajocht fhadtéarmach | difhostaiocht i
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Achoimre This document, provided by Policy Department A at the request of the Employment and Social Affairs Committee,
analyses the development of youth unemployment and of NEET youth (Neither in Employment, Education, Training) in
Greece in a comparative perspective (Cyprus, Ireland, Portugal, Spain). It describes its specific features and gives an
overview of national and European policy initiatives.
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At its March plenary, the European Parliament is due to vote on three applications for the mobilisation of the European
Globalisation Adjustment Fund (EGF). The EGF provides one-off support to workers losing their jobs as a result of
major structural changes in world trade patterns or the global financial and economic crisis.
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The Impact of the Crisis on Fundamental Rights across Member States of the EU - Comparative Analysis
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Upon request by the LIBE Committee, this study presents a synthesis of studies conducted in seven Member States
regarding the impact of financial and economic crises, and austerity measures imposed in response thereto, on
fundamental rights of individuals. The Member States studied are: Belgium, Cyprus, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Spain and
Portugal. The impact of measures is examined in relation to the rights to: education, healthcare, work, pension, access
to justice, as well as freedom of expression and assembly in all seven Member States, while a number of State-specific
rights are also looked into, such as the right to housing, right to property or some rights at work. In addition, an
overview is made of the mechanisms available for monitoring compliance with international human rights obligations.

In view of the impacts recorded, recommendations are made for EU action to ensure respect for fundamental rights in
times of austerity. The seven country studies are made available separately.
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The Impact of the Crisis on Fundamental Rights across Member States of the EU - Country Report on
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Upon request by the LIBE Committee, this study looks into the impact of the economic crisis and the austerity
measures which were introduced as a response thereto, to the enjoyment of a set of selected fundamental rights by
individuals in Greece. It also contains recommendations on how to make sure that the enjoyment of these rights is
ensured in the future.
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EU Industrial Policy: Assessment of Recent Developments and Recommendations for Future Policies

Saghas foilseachain
Data
Udar seachtarach

Réimse beartas
Eochairfhocal

Achoimre

Staidéar

Staidéar
02-03-2015

Julie Pellegrin (CSIL - Centre for Industrial Studies, Italy), Maria Letizia Giorgetti (University of Milan, Italy), Camilla
Jensen (CASE, Poland) and Alberto Bolognini (Economisti Associati, Italy)

An DIi agus Beartas a Luachail i gCleachtas | Tionscal

aicmiu gno | An Eoraip | An Fhrainc | An Ghearmain | An Ghréig | An lodail | An Pholainn | An Riocht Aontaithe | AN
tAONTAS EORPACH | anailis eacnamaioch | beartas iomaiochta an Aontais Eorpaigh | beartas tionsclaioch an
Aontais Eorpaigh | clar an Aontais Eorpaigh | comhthathd eacnamaioch agus saisialta | cuntasaiocht |
EACNAMAIOCHT | eagrt gné | forbairt thionsclaioch | geografaiocht eacnamaioch | geografaiocht pholaitidil | GNO
AGUS IOMAIOCHT | gnéthais bheaga agus mheanmheide | iomaiochas | iomaiocht | ionstraim airgeadais AE | maoin
intleachtuil | maoinit an AE | margadh aonair | nualaiocht | staidreamh an Aontais Eorpaigh | struchtuir agus beartas
tionscail | taighde agus forbairt | taighde agus maoin intleachtuil | TIONSCAL | TAIRGEADH, TEICNEOLAIOCHT
AGUS TAIGHDE | tairgiulacht | TIREOLAIOCHT | tégail Eorpach

Following disregard in the 1980s, industrial policy has recently attracted policy attention at EU level. The objective of
this study provided by Policy Department A at the request of the ITRE Committee, is to establish the state of the art of
a coordinated and integrated EU industrial policy. It assesses current initiatives, policies and arrangements and
proposes an overview of stakeholders’ positions at EU and national levels in order to feed into the debate on how to
improve competitiveness and growth in Europe.
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Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia: impasse?
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The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia obtained EU candidate status in December 2005. Every year since 2009,
the Commission's progress reports have recommended starting accession talks. The European Council has yet to
follow these recommendations and approve the launch of negotiations. With the name issue unresolved there is little
prospect of a change in the Council.
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Outcome of the informal European Council meeting of 12 February 2015: Post-European Council Briefing

Saghas foilseachain
Data

Udar

Réimse beartas

Eochairfhocal

Achoimre

Briefing

19-04-2024

Briefing
24-02-2015
DE FINANCE Stanislas | DRACHENBERG Ralf | MOERMAN Josephine | TENHUNEN Susanna

Reachtaiocht a ghlacadh ag PE agus ag an gComhairle | Réimse na Saoirse, na Slandala agus an Cheartais |
Saincheisteanna Eacnamaiochta agus Airgeadaiochta

AIRGEADAS | An Chombhairle Eorpach | An Eoraip | An Ghréig | AN tAONTAS EORPACH | An Ucréin | caidreamh
idirinstitiideach (AE) | CAIDREAMH IDIRNAISIUNTA | cinsireacht | comhbheartas eachtrach agus slandala |
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The informal meeting of the European Council on 12 February generated a statement on anti-terrorism measures, a
discussion on improving economic policy in the eurozone following a presentation by Commission President Jean-
Claude Juncker, an assessment of the result of the Minsk talks in the presence of Ukrainian President Poroshenko,
and a report by Eurogroup President Dijsselbloem on Greece. Mario Draghi, President of the European Central Bank
also attended the meeting.
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Economic Dialogue with the President of the Eurogroup in ECON on 24 February 2015
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The Eurogroup President Jeroen Dijsselbloem has been invited for an Economic Dialogue in line with the EU economic
governance framework, in particular Article 2ab of Council Regulation (EC) 1466/97 as amended by Council
Regulation (EC) 1175/2011. He was appointed by the Eurogroup as its president on 21 January 2013 for a term of two
and a half years. As the President of the Eurogroup, he is also chairing the Board of Governors of the European
Stability Mechanism (ESM). List of all Economic Dialogues is available on ECON homepage.
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Measures on the fight against terrorism and radicalisation are likely to be the priority item for discussion — in the
presence of the EP President, Martin Schulz — at the informal European Council, meeting of Heads of State or
Government, on 12 February in Brussels.

Following Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker's analysis of the current state of the Economic and Monetary
Union, European leaders will also discuss the state of the European economy and will once again discuss the situation
in the Ukraine and Russia's involvement.

This European Council is also the first at which Greece will be represented by its new Prime Minister, Alexis Tsipras.
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Greece's new government, led by the election-winning, anti-austerity Syriza party is trying to convince euro area
partners to offer the country more debt relief that would allow it to ease austerity and bolster economic growth. The
charm offensive in European capitals of Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras and his Finance Minister Yanis Varoufakis
has so far produced mixed results, leading to fresh turmoil on financial markets. This note, part of the 'What Think
Tanks are thinking' series, presents links to a selection of recent comments, reports and studies on Greece and the
euro area from major international think tanks and other research institutes.
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On 15 January, the Swiss National Bank discontinued its currency ceiling, set at 1.20 Swiss francs to the euro, less
than four years after its introduction. The Swiss franc (CHF) appreciated immediately, reaching as much as 0.97 CHF
to the euro that day. This currency move has had, and will continue to have, an impact both on the Swiss and the euro
area economies: the system that has been in place is described briefly below as well as the consequences of the
Bank's decision.
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Work experience is highly valued by firms, and lack of such experience therefore constitutes a major obstacle for first-
time jobseekers. Many young people are trapped in a vicious circle: they cannot find a first job, but they cannot get a
job because they do not have any work experience. Apprenticeships are proven to have a large-scale impact on youth
employment promotion, and are a major reason for the low levels of youth unemployment in some European countries.
In both the Rethinking Education communication and the 2013 youth unemployment communication, the European
Commission called on the Member States to step up their efforts in developing world-class vocational education and
training to raise the quality of vocational skills, and in promoting work-based learning, including quality traineeships,
apprenticeships and dual systems. Similarly, the European Parliament (EP), following a request by the Culture and
Education Committee (CULT), published a study which examines the strengths and weaknesses of dual education and
explores policy developments in the EU-28 in relation to the introduction and/or improvement of this type of learning.
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The Commissioner-designate for Migration and Home Affairs is Dimitris Avramopoulos (Greece). His hearing will take
place before the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs on Tuesday 30 September 2014
(13:30-16:30).
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Europe faces major social challenges, in which fiscal consolidation may have played a role. This Policy Department A
study aims to provide the Committee for Employment and Social Affairs with an analysis of the speed and composition
of fiscal consolidation strategies. It describes major social developments in Europe, with a focus on poverty, and
considers and interprets the links between fiscal consolidation measures and social developments.
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This study examines the strengths and weaknesses of dual education/apprenticeships and explores policy
developments in the EU- 28 in relation to the introduction and/or improvement of apprenticeship schemes. The study is
based on data from a variety of sources, including academic literature and in-depth research in 10 EU countries. It
identifies the characteristics of four main forms of VET delivery in relation to the role of work-based learning and
suggests ways that countries could promote apprenticeships within the context of their educational, social and
economic frameworks. It also provides recommendations to country and European policy makers that may be used to
improve the vocational and training offer across Europe.
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State-of-Play in Implementing Macroeconomic Adjustment Programmes in the Euro Area
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Two of the four macroeconomic adjustment programmes, Portugal and Ireland’s, can be considered a success in the
sense that the initial expectations in terms of adjustment, both fiscal and external, were broadly fulfilled. A rebound
based on exports has taken hold in these two countries, but a full recovery will take years. In Greece the initial plans
were insufficient. While the strong impact of the fiscal adjustment on demand could have been partially anticipated at
the time, the resistance to structural reforms was more surprising and remains difficult to cure. The fiscal adjustment is
now almost completed, but the external adjustment has not proceeded well. Exports are stagnating despite impressive
falls in wage costs. In Cyprus, the outcome has so far been less severe than initially feared. It is still too early to find
robust evidence in any country that the programmes have increased the long-term growth potential. Survey-based
evidence suggests that structural reforms have not yet taken hold. The EU-led macroeconomic adjustment
programmes outside the euro area (e.g. Latvia) seem to have been much stricter, but the adjustment was quicker and
followed by a stronger rebound.
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This study provides a systematic evaluation of financial assistance for Greece, Ireland, Portugal and Cyprus. All four
programmes, and in particular the Greek one, are very large financially compared to previous international
programmes because macroeconomic imbalances and the loss of price competitiveness that accumulated prior to the
programmes were exceptional. Yet programmes were based on far too optimistic assumptions about adjustment and
recovery in Greece and Portugal. In all four countries, unemployment increased much more significantly than
expected. Although fiscal targets were broadly respected, debt-to-GDP ratios ballooned in excess of expectations due
to sharp GDP contraction. The GDP deterioration was due to four factors: larger-than-expected fiscal multipliers, a
poorer external environment, including an open discussion about euro area break-up, an underestimation of the initial
challenge and the weakness of administrative systems and of political ownership. The focus of surveillance of
conditionality evolved from fiscal consolidation to growth-enhancing structural measures. The Greek programme is the
least successful one. Ireland successfully ended the programme in December 2013, but problems remain in the
banking system. Exit from the Portuguese programme in May 2014 appears feasible but it should be accompanied by
a precautionary credit line. It is too early to make pronouncements on the Cypriot programme, which only started in
May 2013, but it can safely be said that there have been major collective failures of both national and EU institutions in
the run-up of the programme.
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This paper gives an overview of state-of-play in implementing macro-economic adjustment programmes in the euro
area and of Eurogroup work programme for spring 2014, including implementation of Country Specific
Recommendations.
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The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia obtained the status of candidate country in December 2005. The
European Commission's annual progress reports since 2009 have consistently recommended the opening of
negotiations. However, the name issue still appears the main stumbling block. The dispute arose in 1991, when the
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia seceded from Yugoslavia and declared independence under the name
"Republic of Macedonia".
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This paper gives an overview of the ECOFIN priorities of the Greek Presidency, road-map of the 2014 Semester Cycle,
progress in establishing a Banking Union and state-of-play on a genuine EMU.
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This note provides an overview of the social and employment situation in Greece.
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This document presents the recommendations made to Greece by the EU and the IMF before it requested financial
assistance.
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The notes in this compilation examine the challenges stemming from the accessto finance of SMEs and discuss
available policy options to address the problem. The notes include a review of recent proposals put forward by the
ECB, the European Investment Bank and the European Commission to support private lending to small and medium
size enterprises (SMEs). Experts broadly agreed that the current fragmentation in financial markets is largely the result
of severe market failures (externalities) in the allocation of key inputs, including finance. High unemployment and
externalities would argue in favour of public intervention for a greater and easier access to finance for SMEs. However,
past experiences have shown that without repairing bank balance sheets and resuming economic growth, targeted
initiatives to help SME financing - particularly in distress EU countries - will have limited success. Ultimately, it is the
improvement in financial markets and the return of trust that will make the difference. To this purpose, a rapid
conclusion of a full and genuine banking union was considered to be key.
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Due to the financial crisis, some European countries were forced to ask for financial assistance. In return they
committed to implement austerity measures and structural changes including labour market reforms. These measures
have been criticized for having negative effects on social dialogue and human rights, and not respecting international
treaties.
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In the aftermath of the financial and economic crisis, Member States that requested financial assistance have sought
to reduce deficits through a series of austerity measures. However research suggests that these spending cuts and tax
increases may be associated with economic contraction, rising unemployment, growing inequalities and other negative
social consequences. A comprehensive impact assessment of austerity measures is needed.
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This note provides an overview of the itinerary of equality legislation and policies in Greece since the 1980s in the
areas of employment, work/family reconciliation, decision-making, health and violence against women. the
achievements and gains of the pre-2009 period are at risk in the current climate of the most severe recession which
the country has known since the end of World War Il. Special attention is paid to the aspects of equality most affected
by the austerity measures requiring intervention.
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This report provides an overview on the social and employment situation in Greece, as well as an overview on the
policies put forward as a response to the crisis in the areas of employment, poverty and social exclusion. A special
section in the report is allocated to the overview of presidency priorities. The last section of the report addresses
current important issues in employment and social affairs.
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Overview of the key indicators in selected Euro Area Member States. Latest economic and financial developments,
upcoming events and developments and 2013 country specific recommendations are summarised for Germany,
Ireland, Greece, Spain, France, Italy, Cyprus, Netherlands, Portugal and Slovenia. Euro area and US, the UK and
Japan are compared for general economic indicators, public finances, private sector debt and inequalities, trade and
competitiveness.
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This study looks at the situation of children with disabilities in Greece to identify the gaps in the legal frameworks and
its implementation, the obstacles faced by children with disabilities and best practices. This country study is part of a
larger study which analyses 18 Member States. Based on a comparative analysis of the country studies, the report
‘Study on Member States' Policies for Children with Disabilities’ (see under PE 474.416) provides some
recommendations for EU action to enhance the situation of children with disabilities.
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The ECB has played and will continue to play an important role in granting financial assistance to the so called
programme countries. Together with the Commission and the IMF, the ECB is not only part of the 'troika' reviewing the
progress made by the countries supported, but also, the programmes have been designed 'in liaison' with the ECB.
This compilation of notes requested by the Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON) for the Monetary
Dialogue in July 2012 aims at exploring this role in more detail.
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Greece has recently secured a deal with private-sector lenders to ease its financial situation. Implementing this deal
will make it possible for Greece to receive further bailout funds from the European Union (EU) and the International
Monetary Fund (IMF).
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This study examines the application of the EU State Aid rules for infrastructure investments in the seaport sector and
compares recent examples of State Aids for the northern and southern EU seaports against the background of various
types of port organisation. The findings of the study can be used for future debates on EU port policy in the TRAN
Committee.
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This Note provides an overview of Greece's economic, political and administrative framework for EU Cohesion policy,
as well as of the state of play of the implementation of the National Strategic Reference Framework for the period
2007-2013. It focuses in particular on the regions of Central Macedonia, Epirus and West Macedonia.

The note has been prepared in the context of the Committee on Regional Development's delegation to Greece, 13 - 15
July 2011.
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Observers agreed with the European Commission's finding that progress was steady in some areas but lacking in
others. The government has pledged further reform. Skopje's ambition to join the EU hinges on resolving the name
dispute with Greece, and maintaining political and ethnic stability at home.
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The fourth Monetary Dialogue of the 7th Parliament is scheduled to take place on 21 June 2010 in Brussels. This
compilation of briefing papers is written by members of the Monetary Experts Panel of ECON advising the Committee
on monetary policy questions. It includes five contributions (incl. summary) within the topic area of "Update on Exit
Strategies". Given the dominant content of the papers, this compilation has been named "Unconventional ECB
Monetary Policy", Another compilation on "Euro Area Governance", the other topic of the Monetary Dialogue in June
2010, is published simultaneously.
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Note on the fisheries and aquaculture sector in the Dodecanese islands for the Delegation of the Committee on
Fisheries from 1/10/2008 to 3/10/2008.
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Achoimre This note describes aquaculture production in Greece, Turkey and Cyprus. It gives an analysis of developments in
production, the market and corporate structure. In particular, it examines the main products (seabream and seabass)
and the production of bluefin tuna as an emerging activity based on a fragile resource. The note was drafted for the
Committee on Fisheries delegation, 12 to 14 April 2007.
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Achoimre Document describing the fisheries sector in Greece for the Delegation of the Committee
on Fisheries to Thessaloniki (3 to 6 June 2006).
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Achoimre The aim of this paper is to examine the process of liberalising the Greek electricity market, in the light of EU
regulations, in particular the so-called electricity directive 96/92. The paper also tries to give a short overview
concerning the Greek energy situation in general.
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Achoimre This study seeks to provide members with a short overview of the problems arising at national level in management of
the structural funds at a time when new regulations for these funds are entering into force. Many of the irregularities in
financial management of the EU budget, which have in the past prevented the European Court of Auditors from
granting a positive 'Statement of Assurance' as required by Article 248 of the EC Treaty, arise in this context.
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Achoimre This Briefing has been prepared in preparation for the European Parliament's discussions on the 1999-2003 Greek
Convergence Programme, on the Commission's Annual Economic Report for 1999 and on the broad economic
guidelines for the year 2000.
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