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Osszefoglalé On 14 June 2018, the European Commission published a proposal for a regulation establishing the Instrument for Pre-
accession Assistance (IPA) lll as part of a set of external action instruments under the new 2021 to 2027 multiannual
financial framework (MFF). The proposed financial envelope represents a 1.1 % decrease compared with current
funding (€12.9 billion in 2018 prices). Beneficiaries include the Western Balkan countries and Turkey. The IPA, set up
for the 2007 to 2013 MFF, aims to prepare candidate and potential candidate countries for EU membership and
supports them in adopting and implementing the necessary political, institutional, legal, administrative, social and
economic reforms. IPA lll is clearly positioned in the context of the new Western Balkan strategy, adopted in February
2018, and builds in flexibility via a vis the evolving situation in Turkey. It is also designed to complement the EU's
internal policies. In Parliament, the file has been allocated to the Committee for Foreign Affairs (AFET), with José
Ignacio Salafranca Sanchez-Neyra (EPP, Spain) and Knut Fleckenstein (S&D, Germany) as co-rapporteurs. The draft
report presented by the rapporteurs on 30 October 2018 is now awaiting adoption by AFET. First edition. EU
Legislation in Progress briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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Osszefoglalé This study discusses the evolution and experience of conditionalities in Cohesion policy and draws relevant policy
recommendations on its future development in the light of the 2021-27 legislative proposals of the European
Commission, including the proposal on a rule of law conditionality.
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Osszefoglalé The Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA) is a programme of the European Union for enlargement countries
that was established for the 2007 to 2013 programming period and that replaced several former pre-accession
assistance programmes. Under the current 2014 to 2020 multiannual financial framework, the new phase of the
programme is called IPA Il. The pre-accession funds help current and potential candidate countries to cope with
political and economic reforms and to progressively align to the European Union's rules, standards, policies and
practices on their path towards EU membership.
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The present study analyses the use of the political instruments for the protection of Human Rights, democracy and the
rule of law under the Partnership Agreement between the European Union (EU) and the African-Caribbean—Pacific
(ACP) countries embedded in the Cotonou Agreement: the consultations under article 96, intensified and regular
political dialogue. It briefly outlines the legal provisions of the revised treaty, reviews recent practice, and looks into the
involvement of civil society and parliamentary bodies in the political dialogue.
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