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Independence and transparency policies of the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)
Kiadványtípus Tanulmány
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Külső szerző Ellen VOS, Annalisa VOLPATO, and Guido BELLENGHI

Szakpolitikai terület Ipar | Jogszabályok elfogadása az EP és a Tanács által | Koronavírus | Környezet | Közegészségügy | Nemzetközi
kereskedelem

Kulcsszó döntéshozás átláthatósága | egészségügy | EURÓPAI UNIÓ | európai uniós intézmények és európai közszolgálat |
Európai Élelmiszerbiztonsági Hatóság | FOGLALKOZTATÁS ÉS MUNKAKÖRÜLMÉNYEK | munkajog és munkaügyi
kapcsolatok | NEMZETKÖZI KAPCSOLATOK | nemzetközi politika | TÁRSADALMI KÉRDÉSEK | élelmezésbiztonság |
élelmiszer-biztonság | élelmiszer-önellátás | érdekkonfliktus

Összefoglaló This study has been commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and
Quality of Life Policies, Directorate-General for Internal Policies at the request of the ENVI Committee. It analyses
EFSA’s independence and transparency policies and examines how legislative provisions have been implemented by
EFSA and whether rules and practices adopted by EFSA can be improved.
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Plenary round-up – March I 2023
Kiadványtípus Rövid áttekintés

... dátum szerint 17-03-2023
Szerző FERGUSON CLARE | SOCHACKA KATARZYNA
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ÉS MUNKAKÖRÜLMÉNYEK | gazdasági helyzet | gazdasági helyzet | hitelintézetek és pénzügyi intézmények |
KÖZGAZDASÁGTAN | munkajog és munkaügyi kapcsolatok | PÉNZÜGYEK | pénzügyi kockázat | pénzügyi stabilitás |
szervezett bűnözés | TÁRSADALMI KÉRDÉSEK | társadalmi élet | tőke szabad mozgása | államháztartás |
államháztartás és költségvetési politika | érdekkonfliktus

Összefoglaló Among the highlights of the March I plenary session was a debate on the conclusions of the special European Council
meeting of 9 February and the preparation of the European Council meeting of 23-24 March 2023, with Charles Michel,
the President of the European Council. Members also debated the failure of the Silicon Valley Bank and its implications
for European financial stability, a common EU response to save lives at sea, the need to ensure transparency and
accountability in the light of alleged conflicts of interest, combatting organised crime in the EU, human rights defenders
working in the field of sexual and reproductive health rights, cross-border adoption from third countries, the Bridgetown
Agenda on development finance, long-term commitment to animal welfare, and strengthening EU defence in the
context of the war in Ukraine. Members also debated statements by the High Representative of the Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy/Vice-President of the European Commission, Josep Borrell, on the deterioration of
democracy in Israel and the consequences on the occupied territories, on the situation in Georgia, and on the
challenges facing Moldova. During a ceremony celebrating International Women's Day, in addition to statements by the
Presidents of the Parliament, Roberta Metsola, and of the European Commission, Ursula von der Leyen, Samantha
Cristoforetti, an astronaut from the European Space Agency and former commander of the International Space Station,
and Shirin Ebadi, Iranian activist and 2003 Nobel Peace Prize winner, gave speeches. Finally, Members heard and
debated a 'This is Europe' address by Gitanas Nausèda, President of Lithuania.
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Protecting EU funds against oligarchic structures
Kiadványtípus Rövid áttekintés
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Szerző KOWALD KAROLINE

Szakpolitikai terület Költségvetési ellenőrzés
Kulcsszó az Európai Unió érdekeit sértő csalás | büntetőjog | bűnüldözés | Európai Csalás Elleni Hivatal | EURÓPAI UNIÓ |

európai uniós intézmények és európai közszolgálat | európai uniós jog | európai uniós pénzügyek | Európai Ügyészség
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költségvetési rendelet | munkajog és munkaügyi kapcsolatok | PÉNZÜGYEK | pénzügyi irányítás | TÁRSADALMI
KÉRDÉSEK | társadalmi élet | uniós kiadás | vállalatirányítás | VÁLLALKOZÁSOK ÉS VERSENY | államháztartás és
költségvetési politika | érdekkonfliktus

Összefoglaló The European Union's 2021 2027 multiannual financial framework (MFF) and the Next Generation EU recovery
instruments provide financial resources amounting to €1.8 trillion. However, the EU can only achieve the ambitious
objectives of these budgetary instruments if its financial interests are better protected. Parliament's Budgetary Control
(CONT) Committee has adopted an own-initiative report highlighting the risk of fraud and conflict of interest arising
from the increasing presence of oligarchic structures in the EU in recent years.
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Study in focus: Robo-advisors
Kiadványtípus Rövid áttekintés
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Szakpolitikai terület Jogszabályok és  szakpolitikák gyakorlati alkalmazásának értékelése | Pénzügyek és bankügyek
Kulcsszó dokumentáció | FOGLALKOZTATÁS ÉS MUNKAKÖRÜLMÉNYEK | informatika és adatfeldolgozás | információ és

információkezelés | jelentés | KERESKEDELEM | mesterséges intelligencia | munkajog és munkaügyi kapcsolatok |
nagy adathalmazok | OKTATÁS ÉS KOMMUNIKÁCIÓ | PÉNZÜGYEK | pénzügyi felügyelet | pénzügyi instrumentum |
pénzügyi stabilitás | pénzügyi szabályozás | pénzügyi szakma | szoftver | szolgáltatásnyújtás | tőke szabad mozgása |
érdekkonfliktus | értékesítés és marketing

Összefoglaló This document summarises the key findings of the orginal study which analyses if and to what extent the current EU
legal framework provides effective investor protection for customers of robo-advisors. It puts emphasis on structural
conflicts of interests, the difficulties presented by the supervision of algorithms, and potential threats to the stability of
the financial system.
This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the
request of the committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON).
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Robo-advisors
Kiadványtípus Tanulmány

... dátum szerint 30-06-2021
Külső szerző Philipp MAUME

Szakpolitikai terület Gazdasági és monetáris ügyek | Jogszabályok és  szakpolitikák gyakorlati alkalmazásának értékelése
Kulcsszó dokumentáció | finanszírozás és beruházás | FOGLALKOZTATÁS ÉS MUNKAKÖRÜLMÉNYEK | fogyasztás |

fogyasztóvédelem | információ és információkezelés | KERESKEDELEM | kutatási jelentés | magánberuházás |
mesterséges intelligencia | munkajog és munkaügyi kapcsolatok | OKTATÁS ÉS KOMMUNIKÁCIÓ | PÉNZÜGYEK |
pénzügyi kockázat | pénzügyi stabilitás | pénzügyi szakma | pénzügyi technológia | szolgáltatásnyújtás | technológia és
műszaki szabályok | TERMELÉS, TECHNOLÓGIA ÉS KUTATÁS | tőke szabad mozgása | érdekkonfliktus |
értékesítés és marketing

Összefoglaló This study analyses if and to what extent the current EU legal framework provides effective investor protection for
customers of robo-advisors. It puts emphasis on structural conflicts of interests, the difficulties presented by the
supervision of algorithms, and potential threats to the stability of the financial system.
This document was provided by the Policy Department for Economic, Scientific and Quality of Life Policies at the
request of the committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON).
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Responsible private funding of litigation
Kiadványtípus Tanulmány
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igazságszolgáltatás | információ és információkezelés | információkhoz való hozzáférés | JOG | KERESKEDELEM |
kollektív jogorvoslat | munkajog és munkaügyi kapcsolatok | OKTATÁS ÉS KOMMUNIKÁCIÓ | PÉNZÜGYEK |
TUDOMÁNY | érdekkonfliktus

Összefoglaló A responsible TPLF regulatory framework should aim at lowering costs, simplifying unnecessary procedures,
increasing the predictability of costs, and delivering efficient services at costs that are proportionate to the amounts in
dispute. We explored additional effective safeguards and a number of policy options regarding the contractual, ethical
and procedural aspects of TPLF. We then estimated the European added value (EAV) for two alternatives, namely a
moderate and a strong regulatory approach scenario using a standard benefits-costs analytical conceptual framework.
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The European Ombudsman's activities in 2019
Kiadványtípus Rövid áttekintés
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UNIÓ | európai uniós intézmények és európai közszolgálat | európai építmény | FOGLALKOZTATÁS ÉS
MUNKAKÖRÜLMÉNYEK | fogyatékosság alapján történő megkülönböztetés | információ és információkezelés |
információkhoz való hozzáférés | információs szabadság | intézmények igazgatása | JOG | jogok és szabadságok |
közigazgatás átláthatósága | munkajog és munkaügyi kapcsolatok | OKTATÁS ÉS KOMMUNIKÁCIÓ | POLITIKA |
tevékenységi jelentés | végrehajtó hatalom és közigazgatás | érdekkonfliktus

Összefoglaló At the first plenary session of March 2021, the European Parliament is set to discuss and adopt a resolution on the
European Ombudsman's activities in the year 2019, based on the Ombudsman's annual report presented on 4 May
2020. The report covers the final year of Emily O'Reilly's first mandate as Ombudsman before her re election for a
second term in late December 2019.
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Special Advisers to the Commission (2014-2019)
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munkaviszonyból származó jövedelem | OKTATÁS ÉS KOMMUNIKÁCIÓ | POLITIKA | szakképesítés |
személyzetgazdálkodás és bérezés | személyzeti szabályzat (EU) | tájékoztatás | végrehajtó hatalom és közigazgatás
| érdekkonfliktus

Összefoglaló This study proposes an overview of the selection of Special Advisers to the European Commission, specifically during
the period 2014-2019: the procedure followed, number of contracts, safeguards, contractual terms, budgetary
implications, transparency, communication with the European Parliament. A review of literature, good practices and
criteria for assessing the European Commission framework is provided. In conclusion this study makes
recommendations on how to further strengthen it.
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The Effectiveness of Conflict of Interest Policies in the EU- Member States
Kiadványtípus Tanulmány

... dátum szerint 17-12-2020
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Összefoglaló This comparative study -  commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and
Constitutional Affairs - analyses the effectiveness of relevant rules, policies and practices within Member States
regarding conflict of interest for top political appointment (Head of Government, Ministers and other high ranking
officials).
The research highlights the theoretical and practical aspects of the notion of conflict of interest, giving some policy
recommendations
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EU Agencies and Conflicts of Interests
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Összefoglaló This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the Committee on Petitions, takes stock and assesses the existing rules and policies on
conflicts of interests in EU agencies and examines whether, and/or how, scrutiny can be improved and whether there
is a need to streamline and enhance the coherence of the various rules in place.
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Transparency, integrity and accountability in the EU institutions
Kiadványtípus Briefing

... dátum szerint 26-03-2019
Szerző PANIZZA Roberta

Szakpolitikai terület Uniós demokrácia, intézményi és parlamenti jog
Kulcsszó döntéshozás átláthatósága | EU-intézmény | EURÓPAI UNIÓ | európai uniós intézmények és európai közszolgálat |

FOGLALKOZTATÁS ÉS MUNKAKÖRÜLMÉNYEK | közigazgatás átláthatósága | munkajog és munkaügyi kapcsolatok
| POLITIKA | személyzeti szabályzat (EU) | végrehajtó hatalom és közigazgatás | érdekkonfliktus

Összefoglaló This briefing provides an overview of the main tools on transparency, integrity and accountability implemented in the
EU institutions and the reforms thereof.
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Mis-selling of Financial Products: Mortgage Credit
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Összefoglaló This paper forms part of a series of five studies on mis-selling of financial products in the EU. The mis-selling of
mortgage loans that include floor clauses, foreign currencies (forex) clauses and related products is the subject of this
research. We analyse the context, the handling of the problem in the most affected Member States (Croatia, Hungary,
Poland, Romania and Spain) and its compatibility with EU law. We conclude with recommendations. This document
was provided by Policy Department A at the request of the ECON Committee.
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Mis-selling of Financial Products: Marketing, Sale and Distribution
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Összefoglaló This study forms part of a series of five studies on mis-selling of financial products in the EU. The study reviews the EU
legislative and regulatory framework for the marketing, sale and distribution of financial products to assess whether
post-crisis EU regulatory reforms have met their objectives and, if not, what are the gaps and weaknesses in the
current EU regulatory approach. The EU follows a sectoral approach to regulating the marketing and sale of financial
products, which results in segmentation and arbitrage risks. The paper argues that the European Supervisory
Authorities should adopt more harmonised regulatory and technical standards to reduce these risks and ensure more
effective enforcement by Member State authorities. This document was provided by Policy Department A at the
request of the ECON Committee.
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Összefoglaló This paper is part of a series of five studies on mis-selling of financial products in the EU. The paper analyses three
important and highly publicised cases of mis-selling of investment products to retail clients, featuring interesting legal
particularities: the Citibank case, the Dexia case and the Fortis case. On the basis of this analysis, the paper draws a
number of conclusions on the national and EU regulatory framework in respect of investor compensation. This
document was provided by Policy Department A at the request of the ECON Committee.
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Összefoglaló This paper is part of a series of five studies on mis-selling of financial products in the EU. Retail financial markets
across the EU have been upset by large-scale mis-selling of financial products to consumers. As part of a series of five
studies on this topic, this paper examines the problem of mis-selling with a particular focus on consumer credit. It
identifies the most problematic products and practices in consumer credit markets that may cause consumer detriment
and shows some important limitations of the current EU regulatory framework for consumer credit in providing
adequate consumer protection. This document was provided by Policy Department A at the request of the ECON
Committee.
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Összefoglaló This paper forms part of a series of five studies on mis-selling of financial products in the EU. The focus of this
document is mis-selling of subordinated debt and other junior liabilities and weaknesses of MiFID. This report
concludes that the mis-selling, essentially through self-placement, was due to violations of MiFID rules rather than
weaknesses of the legislative scheme. The report includes proposals to strengthen the legislation and to provide
compensation for retail investors. This document was provided by Policy Department A at the request of the ECON
Committee.
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Összefoglaló The Monthly Highlights publication provides an overview, at a glance, of the on-going work of the policy departments,
including a selection of the latest and forthcoming publications, and a list of future events.
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Összefoglaló This study focuses on the transitional allowances for former office holders, covering the European Parliament,
European Commission, President of the European Council and Secretary General of the Council of the European
Union, Court of Justice, Court of Auditors, European Investment Bank, European Central Bank, the Ombudsman and
the European Data Protection Supervisor. The arrangements for these institutions are contrasted with approaches in
European Union Member States, third countries and international organisations. Room for improvement is identified
regarding the effectiveness of transitional allowances, e.g. in terms of preventing conflicts of interest.
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Összefoglaló In November 2017, the European Parliament is set to discuss and adopt a resolution on the European Ombudsman's
activities in 2016, based on the Ombudsman's annual report presented on 16 May 2017. The report covers the
activities of the Ombudsman in the areas of transparency in decision-making of EU institutions and bodies, and on the
principle of good administration.
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Összefoglaló During the April II plenary session, the European Parliament is due to vote on recommendations on discharge to the
EU agencies and joint undertakings for their implementation of the 2015 budget. The Committee on Budgetary Control
proposes to grant them all discharge.
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Összefoglaló Substances used to suppress, eradicate and prevent organisms that are considered harmful are grouped under the
term ‘pesticide’. The term includes both plant protection products (used on plants in agriculture, horticulture, parks and
gardens) and biocidal products (used in other applications, for example, as a disinfectant or to protect materials).
Pesticides can be useful in a number of circumstances, for example, in overcoming diseases and increasing
agricultural yields. However, they are not without their disadvantages – above all, their environmental impact, the risks
that they pose to human health and their effects on crop protection. European Union pesticide legislation is designed to
ensure a high level of protection for human health and the environment and to improve the functioning of the internal
market. Plant production products and biocides are subject to a dual approval process: active substances are
approved at EU level and products are subsequently authorised predominantly at Member State level. Furthermore,
standardised maximum levels are set for the residues of plant protection products in food, and a framework for action
is focused on sustainable pesticide use. A number of aspects of European Union policy on pesticides can be
considered as either opportunities or challenges, in particular, issues surrounding costs for the industry, the approval
process, and sustainability. The Commission is currently assessing the legislation on plant protection products and
their residues. The conclusions of that study are expected by the end of 2018.
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Összefoglaló This study reviews the Member States’ experience with codes of conduct and conflicts of interest affecting the
partnership arrangements under the European Structural and Investment Funds. The focus is on conflicts of interest
affecting the Monitoring Committees under the European Regional Development and European Social Fund. The study
reviews the rules and other approaches to deal with conflicts of interest, discusses best practices and ends with
conclusions and recommendations advocating a complementary rule and value based approach supported by
transparency and ethical leadership.
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Összefoglaló The 'Big Three' credit rating agencies – Standard & Poor's, Moody's, and Fitch – enjoy an oligopolistic position on the
market for the rating of private and public debt. In the run-up to the financial crisis, we now know, they were over-
optimistic with their ratings, but once the crisis hit, their ratings went into a very fast downward spiral. This is
considered to have contributed to the severity of the crisis. A similar pattern could be observed when the sovereign
debt crisis started in the European Union. In both the USA and in Europe, legislation was enacted to rein in the
agencies’ power as well as to prevent possible conflicts of interest which might lead to biased ratings. The backward-
looking character of the ratings, which were based more on past performance than on a thorough analysis of likely
future evolution, came under scrutiny. Calls were made to create new credit rating agencies, which could, if necessary,
be public ones. After some initial enthusiasm, these ideas – and at least one serious attempt – stalled. The main
problems were possible accusations of market manipulation, insufficient credibility, and the lack of financing. The
European Commission has recently said a new European rating agency would add little to investors' information. It is
unclear whether new attempts will be made to create an alternative rating agency, but there are still ways to reduce the
hold of the 'Big Three' on the ratings market, including by putting more weight on internal ratings, as well as by relying
on third-party assessment.
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A Comparative Analysis of Media Freedom and Pluralism in the EU Member States
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Judit BAYER, Professor, University of Miskolc, Hungary
Under the coordination of the Justice and Home Affairs Section of the Centre for European Policy Studies (CEPS),
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Összefoglaló This study was commissioned by the European Parliament's Policy Department for Citizens' Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the LIBE Committee. The authors argue that democratic processes in several EU countries are
suffering from systemic failure, with the result that the basic conditions of media pluralism are not present, and, at the
same time, that the distortion in media pluralism is hampering the proper functioning of democracy. The study offers a
new approach to strengthening media freedom and pluralism, bearing in mind the different political and social systems
of the Member States. The authors propose concrete, enforceable and systematic actions to correct the deficiencies
found.

Tanulmány EN

Discharge for 2014 budget – EU decentralised agencies and joint undertakings
Kiadványtípus Rövid áttekintés
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Összefoglaló On 28 April, the European Parliament is due to vote on recommendations on discharge to the European Union's
agencies and joint undertakings for their implementation of the EU's 2014 budget. The Parliament's Committee on
Budgetary Control proposes to grant discharge to all the decentralised agencies, highlighting progress made (for
example in reduction of staff and adoption of anti-fraud and transparency rules) but expressing concerns on issues
such as efficiency, accountability and independency. The Committee also recommends granting discharge to five of
the eight joint undertakings set up in the research field. The Committee calls for improvements in implementation of the
ex-post audit strategy, in cooperation with the Commission as regards the integration of research results, and in cost-
control mechanisms. For the remaining three undertakings, the Committee calls for additional information and clarity of
the budgetary and financial plans, with a view to a vote on discharge taking place in October.
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Transparency of lobbying at EU level
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Összefoglaló Lobbying has become an increasingly prominent issue in the European Union (EU) political and institutional debate
over the past 20 years, with many comparing Brussels to Washington DC in this regard. The principal reason for this
phenomenon is almost certainly the growing role of the EU as a policy-maker. As the EU institutions have expanded
their regulatory competence in areas such as environmental law, the single market and consumer protection, and
policy proposals have become more complex, they have increasingly come to rely on technical expertise to draft
legislation, provided by outside interest groups among others. In parallel, criticism of the balance of interests
represented through lobbying in EU decision-making has grown. Concerns relate to the lack of official (and reliable)
estimates of the number and type of interest groups, the amount of money spent on lobbying, and possible conflicts of
interest. It is difficult to calculate the cost of opaque (or under-regulated) lobbying, either in monetary terms or in loss of
confidence in EU institutions, but it may be argued that regulation of lobbying could have an impact in both these
regards. Efforts to improve transparency of lobbying at EU level are on-going. A revised European Transparency
Register was launched in January 2015, and the European Commission has published a roadmap for the adoption of a
mandatory register, whilst the Council of the EU launched discussions on initial steps towards joining the transparency
register already established by the Commission and Parliament.
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Scrutiny of Declarations of Financial Interests in National Legislatures
Kiadványtípus Tanulmány
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Összefoglaló This study aims to provide insights into the implementation and enforcement of integrity regimes as applied to
members of legislatures. The specific focus is on comparing the application of the Code of Conduct of Members of the
European Parliament with similar integrity frameworks in the European Union Member States. In general terms the
Code of Conduct is considered well aligned with good practice approaches. However, potential for further
enhancements exists with regard to the Code’s integrity requirements, guidance, monitoring, sanctioning and reporting.
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Composition of the Commission's Expert Groups and the Status of the register of Expert Groups
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Összefoglaló This study aims to provide insights into the development, since 2012, of the European Commission’s system of Expert
Groups, including the Register of Expert Groups. The specific focus of this study is an assessment of the European
Commission’s compliance with a set of European Parliament conditions attached to repeated European Parliament
budget reserves for the Expert Group budget. The European Parliament conditions aim to strengthen the balanced
representation of interests in the Expert Groups, address conflicts of interest, and ensure transparency, in terms of
open access to the working and outputs of the Expert Groups. The study finds that the European Commission, despite
some progress, continues to fall short of full compliance with the European Parliament conditions on balance and
transparency. Based on this study’s findings, it is considered that a more systematic approach to balance would help
overcoming information asymmetries and contribute to throughput legitimacy. Enhanced transparency also has
potential to enhance Expert Group outputs. This study therefore recommends a systematic approach to balance, the
promotion of full transparency, more resources for Secretariat General oversight and enforcement, and the systematic
evaluation of Expert Group performance at the level of the system of Expert Groups and for all individual Expert
Groups.
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Összefoglaló The European Parliament is lobbied by growing numbers of special interests; their activity is greater in Committees
dealing with issues on integration & regulation, and procedures under OLP, CNS and INI. Significantly, the density and
diversity of accredited interests across committees mirrors patterns observed in registered groups across Commission
DGs. Based on a survey of MEPs the report notes variation in the activity of interest groups across the policy cycle
while influential groups are considered those that provide a mix of European level technical and political expertise;
overall the Transparency Register is considered to improve the behaviour of interest representatives.
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Financial accountability of civil society organisations: Improving cooperation with EU institutions
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ellenőrzés | társfinanszírozás | uniós finanszírozási rendszer | vállalatirányítás | VÁLLALKOZÁSOK ÉS VERSENY |
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Összefoglaló Over recent decades Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) – a term used to capture all forms of collective organisation
outside the government and business sectors – have grown in both number and impact on policy-making, both at EU
and national levels. In consequence, CSOs have come under pressure to demonstrate that they use the public
resources they are given in an efficient, accountable and transparent manner.

A number of proposals to address these topics have been discussed over the years. However, only a few of those
proposals have been translated into law; and even fewer of these, after being implemented, have offered an effective
solution to the issue of financial accountability of the third sector. The debate between scholars, institutions and
practitioners is still ongoing. In the meantime, the third sector at the European level remains regulated by a
combination of European norms, quasi-legal tools, and self-regulatory initiatives.

Efforts to tackle financial mismanagement by CSOs are frustrated by the absence of clear legal definitions at EU level,
by the opacity of the information available on CSOs through EU databases and by excessive bureaucracy.
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Összefoglaló A wide range of EU agencies have been set up to implement policy in specific fields, with the aim of simplifying
procedures, ensuring cost-effectiveness, bringing outsourced activities closer to the final beneficiaries and improving
visibility of the EU. A number are executive agencies directly supervised by the Commission, but the many
autonomous regulatory agencies created have thrown up a series of problems linked to accountability and oversight by
the EU institutions.
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Towards a High Degree of Accountability, Transparency and Integrity in the EU Institutions
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Összefoglaló Background information for the Joint Hearing held on 26 March 2015.
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Összefoglaló The term 'public-private partnership' (PPP) is used to describe a broad and varied spectrum of cooperative
relationships between public actors (governments, agencies and international organisations, or a combination thereof)
and private actors (companies or not-for-profit entities). There is therefore no standard global definition of precisely
what a PPP is. PPPs have increased in number over the past decade. This has given rise to concerns regarding the
exposure of PPPs to the risk of conflicts of interest. Such risks may arise, for example, with the possibility that
preference is given to national tenderers or applicants whenever a contract is awarded by the public contracting
authorities; or through the possibility that weaker actors may be excluded from participating in a PPP because of the
preference given a priori to stronger actors. The EU attempts to strike a balance by combining broad definitions of
conflicts of interest with a number of legal tools tailored to identifying, managing and resolving specific conflicts. The
legal tools currently in place to avoid conflicts of interest in this context can be divided into two broad categories. Hard-
law tools include provisions for ensuring that public officials perform their duties in a fair and unbiased way. These
rules apply along the entire decision-making process concerning PPPs. To complement such rules, a vast array of
soft-law tools is also in place, including criteria to guide decisions of public actors on support to enterprises or financial
intermediaries, support for internationally recognised guidelines and principles, and commitment towards voluntary
initiatives to increased fiscal transparency.
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Összefoglaló In January 2015, the European Parliament is set to discuss and adopt a resolution on the European Ombudsman's
activities in the year 2013 based on the annual report presented on 23 September 2014. The report covers a year of
transition for the Ombudsman, with the recently re-elected Emily O'Reilly taking over from Nikifiros Dimandouros mid-
way through 2013.
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Proceedings of the Workshop on "Credit Rating Agencies: Implementation of Legislation"
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Securities and Markets Authority - ESMA, Paris, France) and Grace SONE (Financial Stability Board - FSB, Basel,
Switzerland)
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Összefoglaló Upon request of the Committee on Monetary and Economic Affairs the Policy Department A organised a Workshop on
Credit Rating Agencies - Implementation of Legislation. The objectives of the workshop have been twofold: Firstly,
stock taking of the state of play regarding the implementation of the new regulation for Credit Rating Agencies in the
European Union. Secondly, outlining potential further developments in this area. The Workshop took also into account
global developments in the area of credit rating agencies regulation.
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Összefoglaló This note seeks to provide an initial analysis of the European Commission's Impact Assessment (IA) accompanying its
proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on indices used as benchmarks in financial
instruments and financial contracts (COM (2013) 641), which was submitted in September 2013.
It analyses whether the principal criteria laid down in the Commission’s own Impact Assessment Guidelines, as well as
additional factors identified by the Parliament in its Impact Assessment Handbook, appear to be met by the IA. It does
not attempt to deal with the substance of the proposal. It is drafted for informational and background purposes to assist
the relevant parliamentary committee and Members more widely in their work.
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Összefoglaló Investor-State Dispute Settle-ment (ISDS) mechanisms are found in more than 3 000 international investment treaties,
but have been increasingly criticised in recent years. Their advocates defend them as a depoliticised neutral system to
resolve disputes between foreign investors and host states. The issue of ISDS has lately come to public attention in
the EU, with the completion of negotiations for a Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) with
Canada, and the opening of negotiations on a Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership Agreement.
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Összefoglaló The five briefing papers included in this compilation assess and comments on the ECB's new responsibilities as a
supervisory authority. The papers examine the overall position of the ECB and the various roles of the ECB in the new
institutional framework as well as its relationship with other bodies in terms of institutional design. In the context, the
papers assess synergies, overlaps as well as the risks of possible conflicts of interest between ECB's different roles
and among institutions, including the positive and negative externalities that the new tasks may generate in relation to
ECB's key mandate for price stability.
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Összefoglaló Lobbying at EU level has very specific characteristics. It can be assessed on both access to the decision-making
process as well as the success of the lobbying activity. Besides the European Commission and Parliament's code of
conduct for the Transparency Register, lobbying organisations have developed their own professional codes of
conduct to regulate their activities. The main criticism of the current situation regarding lobbying is the lack of
transparency. Meanwhile lobbying is considered a positive element by EU policy-makers insofar as it ensures the
participation of social and economic actors in the policy-making process and provides useful information.
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Összefoglaló Proceedings of the workshop on "Better Avoidance of Conflict of Interest: EU Agencies and Other Bodies Moving
Forward" held on 21 February 2013 in Brussels.
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What are the Necessary Conditions for Effective Financial Control in Multi-Donor Foundations &
Endowments, and What Examples of Best Practice in this Domain Can be Brought into the European
Endowment for Democracy and EU?
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Összefoglaló This study aims at defining the key best-practices regarding governance, internal and external controls and
transparency that could be applied to the European Endowment Fund. The survey was conducted using a benchmark
approach.
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Összefoglaló With the financial crisis, "conflict of interest" has become a buzzword. Not a day passes without the press uncovering
another case of unethical behaviour from holders of public office. The introduction of new ethical rules and standards
has become a political topic.
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Összefoglaló Disease mongering is the promotion of pseudo-diseases by the pharmaceutical industry aiming at economic benefit.
Medical equipment manufacturers, insurance companies, doctors or patient groups may also use it for monetary gain
or influence. It has increased in parallel with society's 'medicalisation' and the growth of the pharmaceutical complex.
Due to massive investments in marketing and lobbying, ample use of internet and media, and the emergence of new
markets, it is becoming a matter of concern, and policy makers should be aware of its perils and consequences.
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Összefoglaló The EU has investigated and legislated in several areas seen as having brought about the global financial crisis that
erupted in 2008.
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Összefoglaló In awarding contracts the Community institutions are subject to the rules set out in Directive 2004/18/EC of 31 March
2004. The provisions of the directive are reproduced and adapted in Community Financial Regulations Nos 1605/2002
and 2342/2002 of 25 June 2002. These provisions ensure that all economic operators in the EU have
nondiscriminatory access to European contracts.
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Összefoglaló This report summarises the presentations and discussions at a Workshop- Hearing on the response of Member States
and EU institutions to the H1N1 influenza pandemic in 2009-2010 in the EU, held at the European Parliament in
Brussels on Tuesday 5th October 2010. The aim of the workshop was to assess the response and to draw lessons
from H1N1 for the EU response to future pandemics.
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