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This infographic aims to present the current maternity and paternity leave situation in EU Member States. Most EU
countries also grant an additional period of parental leave, but parental leave is not covered in this infographic.
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The ESP 2013-2017 is ‘the legal framework for the development, production and dissemination of European statistics’.
The European Commission is of the view that the current statistical infrastructure is not flexible enough and that the
European Statistical System partnership does not yet deliver sufficient cost savings because of lack of investment.
That is why, in line with the ten priorities of the Juncker agenda, it proposed an extension of the current programme,
additional funding, and modifications to the main text of Regulation (EU) No 99/2013 and its annex. The European
Parliament and the Council also inserted amendments — mainly to the annex of the regulation, which sets out the
statistical infrastructure and objectives of the ESP — to enrich the statistics used for the implementation of the
programme with statistics capturing employment, quality of life, gender inequality, the situation of migrants, education
and healthcare. Adopted in October 2017, the extension of the programme has applied since 1 January 2018.
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Austerity measures in the wake of the financial crisis, coupled with fragile economic growth, have triggered a shift in
the focus of EU policy-makers towards deepening the economic and monetary union and achieving greater social
convergence across Member States. In addition, due to growing inequalities and changing labour markets, discussions
on investing in human capital have also come to the fore. In this context, it has become all the more important to
understand and assess the social impact of policies and investments. Moreover, both public and private investors want
to gain a better understanding of the social outcomes that are achieved by their investments. There is no clear
consensual definition of the concept of social impact: while the social sciences look at the impact of policies and
programmes, often in terms of social progress, social investors tend to look for the non-financial (that is, social and
environmental) returns on their investments, which they tend to quantify and/or express in monetary terms, if possible.
Metrics and methodologies to carry out the measurement of social impact are numerous but incoherent. The European
Commission and European Parliament have their own mechanisms for impact assessment, in which they also assess
social impact. In addition, several initiatives aim at measuring the social dimension of growth beyond GDP, arguing
that GDP in itself does not hold enough information on social progress. The third sector has developed several
methodologies to measure social impact as well, due to its interest in investing in social causes. Unlike outputs, it is
often difficult to quantify outcomes and impacts. Moreover, it is debated whether quantification, no matter how
comprehensive it is, can express the intricate nature of the issues at hand. Finally, developing a coherent framework
that would help to effectively link strategic thinking with policy-making and policy implementation, including investment,
remains a policy challenge.
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Osszefoglalé This study provides an overview of the social and employment situation in the US. The paper has been put together to
inform the Delegation of the Employment and Social Affairs Committee in view of their visit to Washington, USA in April
2017. The paper looks at the labour market situation in the USA over the last decade, social protection in the USA, and
recent developments in the labor market and social protection.
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