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The concept of 'climate refugee': Towards a possible definition
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Riassunto According to recent statistics published by the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre, over 376 million people
around the world have been forcibly displaced by floods, windstorms, earthquakes or droughts since 2008, with a
record 32.6 million in 2022 alone. Since 2020, there has been an annual increase in the total number of displaced
people due to disaster compared with the previous decade of 41 % on average. The upward trend is alarmingly clear.
With climate change as the driving catalyst, the number of 'climate refugees' will continue to rise. The Institute for
Economics and Peace predicts that in the worst-case scenario, 1.2 billion people could be displaced by 2050 due to
natural disasters and other ecological threats. Despite steps in the right direction, national and international responses
to this challenge remain limited, and protection for those affected inadequate. There is no clear definition of a 'climate
refugee', nor are climate refugees covered by the 1951 Refugee Convention. The latter covers only people who have a
well-founded fear of being persecuted because of their race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social
group or political opinion, and who are unable or unwilling to seek protection from their home countries. This means
that climate cannot currently be cited as a reason for seeking asylum or refugee status, although the 2018 Global
Compact for Migration, in its second objective, cites climate as a potential reason for migration. While the EU has not
formally recognised 'climate refugees', it has expressed growing concern and has taken action to support and develop
resilience in countries most vulnerable to climate-related stress. This briefing is an update of an earlier version
published in October 2021.
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Riassunto In December 2000, in a resolution to mark the 50th anniversary of the 1951 Geneva Convention Relating to the Status
of Refugees, the UN General Assembly designated 20 June as World Refugee Day. According to the UN, at the end of
2020 there were 82.4 million forcibly displaced people in the world; nearly 26.4 million of them were refugees and
around half of those were under 18 years old. In 2022, following Russia's war on Ukraine, Europe is facing a large new
wave of refugees in search of peace and security.
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Riassunto Climate change is threatening to displace millions of people, creating new migrant flows also across borders. The EU
has a leading role in reducing global warming, mitigating its effects, improving knowledge about consequences for
vulnerable populations, and working with partners to build resilience. Success depends not just on adopting forward-
looking strategies, but also on adequate resources and effective implementation.
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Riassunto The number of migrant children has been rising globally since the turn of the century. According to estimates by the
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, in 2020, 35.5million children were living outside their
country of birth, 11.5 million more than in 2000. Child migration takes many forms, from regular family reunification to
forced and traumatic migration. This infographic focuses exclusively on forced and irregular movements of migrant
children to the EU.
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Riassunto Recent events have shown that the Sahel region remains highly politically unstable. The military takeover of the
Chadian government following President Idriss Déby's sudden death in April 2021 and the repercussions of the August
2020 and May 2021 military coups in Mali are worrying signs of weak democratic governance structures. Burkina
Faso's transitional democracy has also been severely destabilised by the activities of extremist groups and internal
conflicts. This political fragility and the lack of government legitimacy have made the responses to the Sahel's security
and humanitarian issues all the more challenging. The continued threat posed by terrorist armed groups and rising
intercommunal violence over land and resources have led to both internal and cross-border displacements in Sahel
countries. Meanwhile, the inadequacy of governance mechanisms for managing this displacement, compounded by
environmental degradation, resource scarcity and population growth, has created a severe humanitarian crisis. Since
2011, the European Union (EU) strategy for the Sahel has focused on both security and development to address these
numerous and interconnected challenges. However, EU efforts have remained dominated by a military approach to
tackle rising terrorist activity, achieving concrete results but ultimately falling short of long-term regional stability. The
new EU integrated strategy in the Sahel aims to strengthen action at the political level, focusing on governance
mechanisms, human rights, and collaboration with civil society and local authorities, while maintaining security
cooperation with states in the region.
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Riassunto The present study provides an overview of how the European Union and the European Parliament (EP) contribute to
the promotion and protection of human rights in Ukraine. The analysis adopts an institutional approach, separately
addressing the role of the various EP bodies involved, such as the plenary itself and the Subcommittee on Human
Rights (DROI). The actions of the EU-Ukraine Parliamentary Association Committee (PAC), a parliamentary body
created by the Association Agreement, as well as those of the European Parliament’s Delegation to the PAC are
included in this analysis. The territories controlled by the Ukrainian government and those that are temporarily
occupied, namely Crimea and parts of eastern Ukraine, are addressed separately in the study. In terms of thematic
focus, the EP’s activities aimed at human rights promotion have been dominated by the issue of the Crimean Tatars,
the Ukrainian political prisoners illegally held in Russia, and the human rights situation in eastern Ukraine. The most
significant conclusion is that the more entrenched the violation of Ukraine’s territorial integrity becomes, the wider the
spectrum of human rights issues extends, in protection of which the EP is able to step to the fore and take action. A
summary of the contents of relevant EP actions can be found in the Annex to the study, together with a graphical
visualisation of key data.
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Riassunto The victory over the so-called Islamic State’s territorial rule presents a chance for the Government of Iraq to rebuild its
state institutions and re-assert its authority. In this transition, will the Iraqi leadership move past cycles of failure and
address the structural problems that perpetuate state weakness and facilitate the emergence of groups like ISIS? To
answer this question, this paper analyses the challenges of short-term stabilisation programming with longer-term
governance reform at the local and national levels. It argues that, without establishing representative and responsive
state institutions, the processes of reconciliation and integration will be unsuccessful. To conclude, this paper offers
policy recommendations on how the EU can support the upcoming state-rebuilding process.
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Riassunto The crisis in Syria has had a significant impact on neighbouring countries over the past six years. Five million Syrians
have fled to Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq and Egypt, putting host countries and communities under great pressure.
Moreover, violence has spilled over into some neighbouring countries, including Lebanon. The impact of the Syrian
crisis on Lebanon has been immense. Since the outbreak of the crisis in 2011, up to 1.5 million displaced persons are
believed to have crossed the border into Lebanon, formerly home to around 4.5 million people. The population has
grown by an unprecedented 30 % in under four years, making Lebanon the country with the highest per capita
concentration of refugees worldwide. The situation in neighbouring Syria has exacerbated Lebanon's political
instability, and led to political deadlock for the past three years. This, in turn, has made it impossible to tackle some
urgent challenges arising from the refugee presence, and from underlying structural problems with the delivery of basic
services to the Lebanese population. Moreover, there are concerns, particularly among Christians, Shias and Druze,
that a large number of Syrian Sunni Muslims could upset the delicate sectarian balance in Lebanon's multi-
confessional political system. In light of Lebanon's experience with up to 280 000 Palestine refugees, its population is
united in its opposition to a lasting refugee presence in the country. The Lebanese government insists that the
presence of refugees from Syria is 'temporary', despite the absence of reasonable prospects for their safe return to
their homeland in the foreseeable future. The international community has stepped in to help countries in the region
cope with the influx of large numbers of vulnerable people. Emphasis has shifted from traditional humanitarian aid to
'resilience building'. This implies creating the long-term conditions that will allow Syrians to build a future for
themselves and their children in the region, including acquiring the skills and tools to re-build their own country once
they are able to return. The EU is co-hosting an international conference on 'Supporting the future of Syria and the
region' on 5 April 2017, which will assess where the international community stands collectively in helping the region
cope with the crisis.
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Riassunto The international Ministerial Conference on Afghanistan, held in Brussels on 4-5 October 2016, was a success. High
representatives of 75 countries and 26 international organisations renewed their commitment to Afghanistan’s stability
and development; they also pledged EUR 13.6 billion to support the unity government until 2020. However the country
is going through very difficult times: in 2016 insurgents have committed more attacks, which have caused more
victims, and controlled more territory than in 2015. The numbers of internally displaced people and of refugees
returning to Afghanistan, particularly from Pakistan, have grown dramatically. The economic situation is bleak and the
government has very limited capacities to provide basic services. The country requires continuous international
support for economic development, regional economic cooperation and a reconciliation process leading to lasting
peace.
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Riassunto What started as local anti-government protests in the city of Daraa in 2011 quickly evolved into a popular uprising. The
conflict has since cost the lives of 470 000 people and resulted in the displacement of almost 11 million. This is no
longer a revolution but an internationalised conflict hijacked by big-power politics, and Syrians and their neighbouring
countries are paying the price.
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Riassunto Africa is the continent that receives the most humanitarian aid. African countries are not big donors, but many of them
host large populations of displaced people. The African Union (AU) has developed a framework outlining innovative
humanitarian principles and tools to prevent and mitigate crises, and since 2010 more coordinated action from AU
states has been taking shape.
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Riassunto Situations of occupation are often among the most difficult conflicts to resolve, in particular if the occupied territory is
also illegally annexed. Legally speaking, an illegally annexed territory is occupied. Third parties (like the EU) have an
obligation to not recognise an illegal annexation and to not assist in the continued occupation and annexation. An
occupying power has limited authority over the occupied territory under international humanitarian law (IHL), but has
nevertheless an obligation to respect not only IHL but also international human rights law. The EU has so far not
adopted a consistent policy in these cases, but there are elements of good practice that can be used. A future EU
policy should be based on non-recognition – as has been the case with regard to Crimea. The EU and its member
states should refuse to recognise legislative and other changes in the occupied territory, they should refrain from
engaging in economic and other activities that sustain the occupation and they should seriously consider sanctions
against the responsible government.
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Riassunto The human rights gains made over the past 12 years in Afghanistan are increasingly under threat with a resurgence of
violence, and women’s rights in particular being degraded. The EU is deeply concerned by the country's deteriorating
situation.
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Riassunto Iraqi minorities (Turkmens, Yazidis, Christians and other smaller communities) have long been discriminated against in
Iraq. Violence against them has increased dramatically in areas of Iraqi territory that have fallen under the control of
the Islamist terrorist group that has declared itself 'the Islamic State' (known variously as IS, ISIS or ISIL, and by the
Arabic acronym 'Daesh' or 'Da'esh'). After coming into power, this terrorist group called into question the very existence
of several of these minorities, not least non-Muslim minorities, subjecting them to murder, rape, slavery and organ
trafficking. Fearing for their life, people have been fleeing in unprecedented numbers: mass killings have led to the
displacement of more than 2 million people, mainly to refugee camps in the Kurdistan region, these displacements are
tangible evidence that the country is going through a process of reconfiguration and fragmentation. Past experience
has shown that few displaced people ever return to their homes.
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Indigenous Peoples, Extractive Industries and Human Rights
Tipo di pubblicazione Studio

Data 18-09-2014
Autore esterno Julian BURGER (University of Essex, United Kingdom)

Settore di intervento Diritti dell''uomo
Parole chiave AMBIENTE | autodeterminazione | comunicazione | consultazione pubblica | cultura e religione | demografia e

popolazione | diritti delle minoranze | diritti e libertà | DIRITTO | diritto civile | diritto internazionale | diritto internazionale
del lavoro | discriminazione sessuale | ENERGIA | etica imprenditoriale | fonti e branche del diritto | giurisprudenza |
identità culturale | IMPRESA E CONCORRENZA | industria carboniera e mineraria | industria mineraria | industria
petrolifera | industria petrolifera | ISTRUZIONE E COMUNICAZIONE | migrazione | migrazione forzata |
organizzazione aziendale | politica dell'ambiente | politica internazionale | popolazione autoctona | proprietà
patrimoniale | QUESTIONI SOCIALI | RELAZIONI INTERNAZIONALI | responsabilità sociale dell'impresa |
sfruttamento delle risorse

Riassunto The present study examines the human rights impacts of the extractive industries on indigenous peoples worldwide. It
finds that there continue to be significant human rights risks associated with mining, oil and gas extraction falling
disproportionately on indigenous peoples. It argues that the growing demand for non-renewable resources and the
need to explore and exploit resources in ever more invasive ways suggest that such activities are likely to impinge
even more on the lands of indigenous communities living in countries with important resource reserves. The paper
acknowledges the major efforts being made by industry associations to address these issues through voluntary
guidelines but finds that, notwithstanding, conflicts and violence persist and that further measures are required to
protect the rights and interests of indigenous peoples. The universal acceptance of the 2007 Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples provides impetus to renewed efforts to ensure implementation of the provisions in practice. The
paper concludes by recommending, among other things, that the European Union as one of the regions championing
the Declaration at the United Nations take the initiative to develop a region-wide framework for extractive industries
that sanction companies and provide legal redress in cases where the human rights of indigenous peoples are
violated.

Studio EN

EU response to Iraq's degenerating situation
Tipo di pubblicazione In sintesi

Data 20-02-2014
Autore LECARTE Jacques

Settore di intervento Affari esteri
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libertà | DIRITTO | elezioni politiche | GEOGRAFIA | geografia economica | geografia politica | integralismo religioso |
Iraq | migrazione | migrazione forzata | ordine pubblico | procedura elettorale e voto | QUESTIONI SOCIALI |
RELAZIONI INTERNAZIONALI | sicurezza internazionale | sicurezza regionale | situazione politica | terrorismo |
UNIONE EUROPEA | violenza di Stato | VITA POLITICA | vita politica e sicurezza pubblica

Riassunto Iraq is suffering from a new surge in sectarian violence. The EU and the international community have expressed their
concerns over the growth in instability in the country, and stressed the importance of an inclusive political process and
the holding of free and fair elections, planned for April 2014.
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Crisis in Central African Republic: the EU response
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Autore CIRLIG Carmen-Cristina
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multinazionale | GEOGRAFIA | geografia economica | guerra civile | mantenimento della pace | migrazione |
migrazione forzata | missione militare dell'UE | politica di cooperazione | QUESTIONI SOCIALI | RELAZIONI
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politica e sicurezza pubblica | vittima civile

Riassunto Long viewed as a fragile state, the Central African Republic (CAR) is now confronted with a deep political, security and
humanitarian crisis, which reached a peak in December 2013. The EU is the main donor to CAR and has stepped up
its humanitarian and development aid in response to the crisis.
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Current Challenges for International Refugee Law, with a Focus on EU Policies and EU Co-Operation
with the UNHCR
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Riassunto From an examination of the instruments of the Common European Asylum System (CEAS) and related policy
measures regarding border surveillance and migration management, two interrelated issues stand out as particularly
sensitive: access to asylum and responsibility for refugee protection. The prevailing view, supported by the UNHCR
and others, is that responsibility for the care of asylum seekers and the determination of their claims falls on the state
within whose jurisdiction the claim is made. However, the possibility to shift that responsibility to another state through
inter-state cooperation or unilateral mechanisms undertaken territorially as well as abroad has been a matter of great
interest to EU Member States and institutions. Initiatives adopted so far challenge the prevailing view and have the
potential to undermine compliance with international refugee and human rights law.
This note reviews EU action in the field by reference to the relevant legal standards and best practices developed by
the UNHCR, focusing on the specific problems of climate refugees and access to international protection, evaluating
the inconsistencies between the internal and external dimension of asylum policy. Some recommendations for the
European Parliament are formulated at the end, including on action in relation to readmission agreements, Frontex
engagement rules in maritime operations, Regional Protection Programmes, and resettlement.
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The g7+ group of fragile states
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geografia economica | geografia politica | Guinea | Guinea-Bissau | Haiti | Isole Salomone | libera circolazione dei
capitali | Liberia | migrazione | migrazione forzata | movimento di capitali | organizzazioni extraeuropee |
ORGANIZZAZIONI INTERNAZIONALI | Papua Nuova Guinea | politica di cooperazione | prodotto interno lordo |
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Riassunto The g7+ is an association of 18 fragile and conflict-affected states that have joined forces to share experiences and
promote a new development framework based on five peace-building and state-building goals. The group brings
together: Afghanistan, Burundi, Central African Republic (CAR), Chad, Comoros, Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRC), Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Côte d’Ivoire, Liberia, Papua New Guinea, Sierra Leone, Solomon Islands,
Somalia, South Sudan, Timor-Leste and Togo.
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sicurezza pubblica | vittima di guerra

Riassunto In autumn 2012, Colombia's government and the insurgent Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) started
direct peace negotiations, in an attempt to put an end to the 50-year old conflict, which has had over 5 million victims to
date.  Recently, they have agreed on the first issue on the agenda, relating to land reform. However, the outcome of
the talks remains uncertain, as four other difficult issues figure on the agenda: political participation, an end to the
conflict, illegal drugs and victims' rights.
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Area C: More than 60 % of the Occupied West Bank Threatened by Israeli Annexation
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Riassunto Under the terms of the 1993 Oslo peace accords, over 60 % of the occupied Palestinian territory in the West Bank
remains under full Israeli military and administrative control. Here, in what is known as 'Area C', Israel restricts
Palestinians' access to land and resources by instituting systemic segregation, forcibly evicting and displacing
Palestinian residents, demolishing civilian property and expanding Israeli settlements. Israeli law applies in the area,
and Israeli control is gradually reinforced. Amounting to de facto annexation, the Israeli's government's measures are
in clear violation of international law. The situation is undermining hopes for a two-state solution, effectively creating a
single-state with only isolated 'islands' ('Area A') under Palestinian rule. The situation has recently grown more dire, as
the most committed proponents of Area C's unilateral annexation have entered Israel’s new government coalition.
Although Israel’s encroachment into Area C has long been condemned by the European Union, efforts to improve the
situation are continually undermined. Nothing of substance has been accomplished to implement the minimal
recommendations set out by the EU's 2011 report on Area C. While the EU has expressed its concern about the state
of affairs, decisive effective action is long overdue.
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Riassunto This study examines the question of the integration of resettled refugees in Europe, by analysing the policy framework
for resettlement and refugee integration and the practices at the national and the European level. The study is
illustrated with examples from various Member States. Drawing from existing guidelines and global recommendations
on integration and resettlement, the study underlines good practices and challenges and puts forward proposals to
improve national resettlement programmes and to promote a better resettlement policy in Europe.R=13488
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Gerusalemme

Riassunto More than 80 % of the Bedouins in the Ma'ale Adummim area are refugees from the Negev in southern Israel. This is
the third relocation of Bedouins living in the West Bank planned by the Israeli authorities. The Bedouin communities
have highly limited access to basic services and live under constant threat of demolition orders and settler violence.
The Bedouin communities face grave socio-economic problems. Israel considers that Area C in the West Bank is
intended exclusively for Israeli settlements and military use. A recent court ruling backs the state's efforts to find a
'solution'. Israel plans to expand settlements, thereby ignoring the position of the international community. An
expansion of Israeli settlements, with a separation barrier constructed around the entire area, will de facto annex a
sizable part of the West Bank into Jerusalem. The E-1 plan would lead to geographic division of the West Bank
Palestinian territory. The Israeli authorities have only offered one option to the Bedouin communities: transfer to a new
location in the West Bank. The Bedouins' wishes have not been taken into account.
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Riassunto There are 35 unrecognised Bedouin villages, many outdating the creation of the state of Israel. They lack basic
services and the Israeli authorities consider the villages' inhabitants illegal trespassers.
Israel actively promotes Jewish settlement in the Negev and has extensive plans to develop economic and military
activity in the region. These entail confining the Bedouins into small enclaves.
Although the Bedouins face serious social problems and lack prospects to sustainably develop their communities, they
wish to be masters of their own future.
Several international organisations are fiercely opposed to the Prawer Plan, arguing it constitutes a violation of the
Bedouins' fundamental, constitutional rights.
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Riassunto This study sets out to examine the legal and policy aspects of climate and environmental related displacement. It
assesses to what extent the current EU framework for immigration and asylum in general and the specific instruments
in regard to asylum in particular already offer adequate response to climate induced displacement and how the legal
framework could evolve in order to provide an improved response to the phenomenon of environmentally induced
migration. The study also clarifies in which way such a modified legal framework can be rooted in the Lisbon Treaty
including the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union.
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Riassunto Although migrants within the African continent number over 16 million, so far very little consideration has been given to

the diverse nature of this migration. All the attention is focused on migration from South to North. It is true that the
diversity and the rapid changes in regional and sub-regional situations make South-South migration difficult to classify.
However, the distinction between voluntary and forced migration still applies when the accent is on the factors that
prompt people to leave their homes. Also, the links between migration and development seem more complex in the
case of South-South migration than in the case of migration from South to North. The former does not generate any
significant revenue and has to be seen as a resource, in other words as revenue integrated into local activity systems
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