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EU support for fighting global poverty: Implementing UN SDG 1 — ‘Ending poverty’
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Poverty affects more than a quarter of the world's population, and that is why erasing it is a principal objective for
humanity, enshrined as the first of a number of goals (SDGs) in the UN 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda.
Poverty is more than just having insufficient income — it is a multidimensional phenomenon closely related to unequal
access to education, health and other basic services. Increasingly concentrated in sub-Saharan Africa, extreme
poverty destroys the lives of millions through malnutrition, high infant mortality rates and the violence and insecurity it
fuels. Poverty eradication is an ongoing objective of EU development policy. It has recently gained new momentum
with the incorporation of the SDGs into the 2017 European consensus on development — the framework for EU action
in the area of development cooperation. The EU supports, through its different instruments and programmes, key
areas, such as education, healthcare, social security and good governance, relevant to poverty eradication in
developing countries. The 2018 Africa-Europe Alliance for Sustainable Investment and Jobs has further reinforced the
focus on those sub-Saharan countries where poverty is at its highest, through an innovative approach that goes
beyond aid and seeks to forge an 'equals alliance'. Its main pillar, the European Fund for Sustainable Development,
aims, through EU grants and guarantees, to mobilise massive public and private investment necessary for the
economic take-off of the continent, which would provide jobs and access to basic services for the growing African
population. Some doubt that using aid to subsidise private investment is the optimal way to tackle poverty, and insist
on strict implementation of development objectives, environmental and social standards, and on highlighting human
rights in all projects. Others also denounce the diversion of aid to finance migration management in countries of origin
and transit of migration from Africa to Europe. A shift towards a post-growth economy is perceived by many as a
radical long-term solution for global well-being and sustainability of the planet.
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This document was prepared by Policy Department A for the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs to feed into
its own-initiative report on “Minimum income policies as a tool to tackle poverty”. It is an update of the previous two
studies published in 2007 and in 2011. It provides updated facts and figures on minimum schemes across EU Member
States since 2010, an overview of the evolution of poverty and social exclusion and a summary of recent debates
across Europe.
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This note by Policy Department A gives a summary of the study "Precarious employment in Europe: Country cases".
The study contains the results of eight country reviews carried out in the framework of the European Parliament study
on Precarious Employment in Europe: Patterns, trends and policy strategies. The featured countries are Denmark,
France, Germany, Lithuania, Netherlands, Poland, Spain, and the United Kingdom.
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'Vulnerable social groups' are groups of people considered to be at risk of poverty or social exclusion because of
physical disabilities, age factors, ethnic origins, lack of housing, or substance abuse. These people, who were already
struggling with financial, social and employment difficulties before the 2008 economic crisis, have become further
disadvantaged, and the gap between them and the rest of society has grown even wider. Three subgroups stand out
as being most affected by the European economic and financial crisis. The number of people experiencing in-work
poverty is rising, with economic constraints forcing them to work in increasingly precarious jobs or obliging them to
accept self-employed status. Disabled people, already confronted by barriers hindering their full and effective
participation in society on an equal basis with others, have, as a result of the crisis, lost a great deal of social,
economic and mobility support and their chances of re-entering the labour market have diminished. Finally, changes in
family structure mean that the number of single parents, especially single mothers, has increased in recent years.
These parents struggle to achieve a work-life balance on account of their multiple obligations, and as a group they are
also suffering from the effects of the crisis. The situation of vulnerable groups has been of concern to the European
institutions for the last decade, from the point of view of poverty as well as of labour market participation and gender
equality.
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In 2010, as part of the Europe 2020 strategy, Member States agreed on a target to have at least 20 million fewer
people in or at risk of poverty and social exclusion by 2020, thus reducing poverty from 116.4 million people to 96.4
million over the decade. Unfortunately, since the Strategy was adopted, the European Union has moved away from
this target: there are now 6.7 million more people living in poverty or social exclusion across Europe compared to 2008
(EU-27). In 2012, almost one quarter of the European population was at risk of poverty, on a 'wealthy continent'.

Which subgroups of society were the most hit by the 'Great Recession'? What are the current drivers of poverty in
Europe today? And what political actions are undertaken to fight against this new 21st century social scourge?

Through a statistical analysis of the most recent trends in poverty in the European Union, this paper analyses the
consequences of the crisis on the level and the nature of poverty in Europe and describes the political actions that are
implemented to counter this phenomenon.
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Invisible jobs: The situation of domestic workers
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Domestic workers are persons engaged in household services such as childcare, care of the elderly or housekeeping —
via a formal or informal employment relationship. They can be nationals of the country or migrants, and can have
varied working conditions, involving living within or outside the household. More than 80% of the domestic workers in
the world are women.

Due to the 'invisible' and sometimes illegal nature of their job, domestic workers are often confronted by problems such
as low pay, irregular residence and employment conditions, no social security or benefits, no access to childcare
facilities for their own children and limited time off work. Some subgroups, such as immigrants or live-in workers, are
particularly vulnerable to discrimination.

Despite initiatives in several European Union Member States, domestic workers are not always offered protection by
national labour laws, and opportunities for 'decent work' can be limited.

The implementation by the Member States of Convention No 189 and Recom—~mendation No 201 of the International
Labour Organization (ILO) could provide domestic workers with guarantees of decent work and similar working
conditions to those of workers in other economic sectors.
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Upon request by the FEMM Committee, these in-depth analyses highlight different aspects of female poverty. They
comeIement two other Workshop contributions from a research project of the European Commission and from
UNICEF.

Wim van Lancker and his team examine the extent of women’s poverty in the EU and the impact of social exclusion
through poverty on living and working conditions of women and their children. He concludes with a discussion of policy
measures that have been taken in EU Member States for enabling paid employment and ensuring adequate income
protection.

Diane Perrons explores the impact of the crisis on female poverty. Multiple differences exist among European Union
Member States but overall poverty has increased and women are still more likely than men to live in poverty, though
until 2012 the increase for men was greater than that for women. Economic performance and economic policies seem
to be associated with poverty. The paper recommends that macroeconomic policy be mainstreamed to identify gender
specific outcomes.

Maria Stratigaki focuses on European policies and activities and the role of the European Social Fund in the fight
against female poverty. She emphasises the need for developing a holistic methodological approach to face gendered
poverty, going beyond tackling poverty exclusively via active labour market policies.
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The distribution of poverty, inequality and social exclusion varies significantly across EU Member States. Based on
2013 data, this infographic shows who is at risk, how equally disposable income is distributed,and how much EU
countries spend on specific measures to combat poverty and social exclusion.
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Each of the groups of workers studied — women, ageing workers, workers with disabilities, young workers, migrant
workers, temporary workers and low-qualified workers — faces specific occupational health and safety risks. While the
EU has a strong body of legislation and a comprehensive strategy addressing worker health and safety, further action
could be taken to protect vulnerable groups. Options are proposed, drawing on the analysis of needs as well as a
review of specific measures implemented in the Member States.
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Riassunto In most EU countries some form of "minimum income" as a measure of "last resort" exists, which ensures a minimum
standard of living for individuals and families who do not have sufficient resources. However, such schemes differ
enormously as regards coverage and adequacy, as well as efficacy in reducing poverty and social exclusion. The
present report moves on from a previous study commissioned by the European Parliament in 2007 to consider the
evolution that has occurred in the meanwhile.
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