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US recognition of Jerusalem as capital of Israel
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IMMENKAMP Beatrix
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ambasada | Amerika | Azija ir Okeanija | BUSP | ekonominé geografija | europiné struktira | EUROPOS SAJUNGA |
GEOGRAFIJA | Izraelis | Jeruzalés statusas | JTO Saugumo Taryba | Jungtinés Tautos | Jungtinés Valstijos |
Palestina | Palestinos klausimas | POLITIKA | politiné geografija | politiné struktdra | prezidentinis valdymas | religinis
konfliktas | taikos jvedimas | taikus sambuvis | TARPTAUTINIAI SANTYKIAI | tarptautinis saugumas | tarptautiné
politika | TARPTAUTINES ORGANIZACIJOS | TEISE | teisés ir laisvés | Viduriniai Rytai

On 6 December 2017, US President Donald Trump recognised Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, mirroring the official
Israeli position on the status of the city. In doing so, the US has become the first country to officially endorse the Israeli
position on a hotly disputed issue that lies at the very heart of the Middle East Peace Process (MEPP), potentially
weakening the role of the US in that process as an impartial mediator and tilting the odds further in Israel’s favour. The
move has been widely condemned as a violation of international law and a political provocation. However, it leaves
open the possibility to address the status of the city as part of a comprehensive peace deal between Israelis and
Palestinians.
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Kyrgyzstan's 2017 presidential election
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RUSSELL Martin
Demokratija | Uzsienio reikalai

Azija ir Okeanija | balsavimo motyvai | baudziamoji teisé | demokratizavimas | ekonominé geografija | ESBO | Europa |
GEOGRAFIJA | Kirgizija | korupcija | pilietiné visuomené | POLITIKA | politinis gyvenimas ir vieSasis saugumas |
politiné geografija | politiné partija | politiné struktara | politinés partijos | prezidentinis valdymas | prezidento rinkimai |
rinkimai ir balsavimas | Rusija | tarptautiné teisé | TARPTAUTINES ORGANIZACIJOS | tarpvalstybinés organizacijos |
TEISE | valstybés suverenitetas | vykdomoji valdzZia ir valstybés tarnyba

On 15 October 2017, Kyrgyz voters go to the polls. Despite worrying signs of backsliding into authoritarianism, the
country is still the most democratic in Central Asia and the result is far from a foregone conclusion. The two main
candidates are Sooronbai Jeenbekov, an ally of incumbent president Almazbek Atambayev, and his younger rival,
Omurbek Babanov.
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NATO and EU defence [What Think Tanks are thinking]
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Politikos sritis
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Briefing

CESLUK-GRAJEWSKI Marcin
Saugumas ir gynyba

Amerika | atvejo tyrimas | dokumentacija | ekonominé geografija | eksperty grupé | ES ir NATO bendradarbiavimas |
Europa | europiné struktdra | Europos gynybos politika | EUROPOS SAJUNGA | GAMYBA, TECHNOLOGIJOS IR
MOKSLINIAI TYRIMAI | GEOGRAFIJA | ginkluotosios pajégos | gynyba | gynybos biudzetas | Jungtinés Valstijos |
moksliniai tyrimai ir intelektiné nuosavybé | NATO | POLITIKA | politiné geografija | politiné struktira | prezidentinis
valdymas | Rusija | strateginis branduolinis ginklas | TARPTAUTINIAI SANTYKIAI | TARPTAUTINES
ORGANIZACIJOS | tarpvalstybinés organizacijos | SVIETIMAS IR RYSIAI

The US President, Donald Trump, will meet with the other leaders of the NATO member states at a summit in Brussels
on 25 May 2017. Among issues on the table are the new US Administration's commitment to Europe's security, and
the levels of military spending in Europe, which Washington considers too low. President Trump’s early statements
created doubts in Europe about the future of transatlantic relations, but he and his officials have since reassured both
NATO and the European Union that such ties will remain very important. This note offers links to commentaries,
studies and reports by major international think tanks, on NATO, its relations with the EU and the wider issue of
European security. More papers on the topics can be found in a previous edition of 'What Think Tanks are thinking',
published in December 2016, PE 589.766.
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Mexico and the new US Administration
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Amerika | baudziamoji teisé | deportuotas asmuo | ekonominé geografija | GEOGRAFIJA | Jungtinés Valstijos |
laisvosios prekybos susitarimas | Meksika | migracija | NAFTA (organizacija) | narkotiky prekyba | ne Europos
organizacijos | nelegali migracija | pasienis | POLITIKA | politinis gyvenimas ir vieSasis saugumas | politiné geografija |
politiné struktlra | PREKYBA | prezidentinis valdymas | prezidento rinkimai | rinkimai ir balsavimas | sienos kontrole |
SOCIALINIAI KLAUSIMAI | TARPTAUTINIAI SANTYKIAI | tarptautinis saugumas | tarptautiné prekyba | tarptautiné
teisé | TARPTAUTINES ORGANIZACIJOS | TEISE | valstybés vadovas

Donald Trump's election as US President has brought about an important policy shift with regard to Mexico, all the
more so because the new US Administration seems determined to complete the promised wall along the US-Mexico
border and deport undocumented immigrants. It also intends to renegotiate NAFTA, stating that it does not adequately
protect US interests.
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Nicaragua's post-electoral situation
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Amerika | asociacijos susitarimas | autoritarinis rezimas | bendradarbiavimo politika | demokratija | ekonominé
geografija | GEOGRAFIJA | Nikaragva | POLITIKA | politinis bendradarbiavimas | politinis gyvenimas ir vieSasis
saugumas | politiné geografija | politiné opozicija | politiné struktdra | prezidentinis valdymas | rinkimai ir balsavimas |
rinkimy rezultatai | rinkimy sistema | TARPTAUTINIAI SANTYKIAI | tarptautiné politika

The landslide victory of Daniel Ortega and his Sandinista National Liberation Front in Nicaragua's 6 November
presidential and legislative elections came as no surprise, after the main opposition alliance — whose presidential team

had been disqualified by the Supreme Court of Justice — withdrew from the contest. Both the opposition and the
international community are worried that the country could drift towards an authoritarian regime.
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United States humanitarian aid policy
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The USA is the biggest state provider of humanitarian assistance in the world. It has a complex governmental structure
for the provision of this aid that delivers a vast array of measures, ranging from grants for international and non-
governmental relief organisations, to direct food aid, healthcare, help for refugees, and assistance with building
disaster resilience. At international level, the US supports reform of the humanitarian system in order to improve the
response to crises.
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Philippine political landscape ahead of elections
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Azija ir Okeanija | EKONOMIKA | ekonominé geografija | ekonominé padétis | ekonominé padétis | ES santykiai |
europiné struktira | EUROPOS SAJUNGA | Filipinai | GEOGRAFIJA | POLITIKA | politikos veikéjas | politinis
gyvenimas ir vieSasis saugumas | politiné padétis | politiné prievarta | politiné struktdra | prezidentinis valdymas |
prezidento rinkimai | rinkimai ir balsavimas | rinkimy organizavimas | rinkimy stebéjimas | spaudos laisvé |
TARPTAUTINIAI SANTYKIAI | tarptautinis saugumas | TEISE | teises ir laisvés | teritorinis gincas

On 9 May 2016 Filipinos will elect executives and legislatures at local, provincial and national level. The spotlight is on
the close-run presidential race between four main contenders. Overall the elections are expected to be reasonably free
and fair, although some concerns remain.
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gyvenimas ir vieSasis saugumas | politiné geografija | politiné padétis | politiné partija | politiné struktdra | politinés
partijos | prezidentinis valdymas | prezidento rinkimai | rinkimai ir balsavimas | rinkimy, klastojimas | rinkimy,
organizavimas | rinkimy stebéjimas

Santrauka The run-off in the 2015 presidential elections in Haiti has been suspended repeatedly, after the opposition contested
the first round in October 2015. Just before the end of President Martelly’s mandate on 7 February 2016, an
agreement was reached to appoint an interim President and a new Provisional Electoral Council, fixing new elections
for 24 April 2016. Although most of the agreement has been respected , the second round was in the end not held on
the scheduled date.
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Democracy in Africa: Power alternation and presidential term limits
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Raktinis zodis Afrika | Afrika | demokratizavimas | ES tarptautinis vaidmuo | europiné struktira | EUROPOS SAJUNGA |
GEOGRAFIJA | konstitucijos pakeitimas | parlamentas | POLITIKA | politinis gyvenimas ir vieSasis saugumas | politiné
kaita | politiné padétis | politiné struktdra | prezidentinis valdymas | prezidento rinkimai | renkamosios pareigos |
rinkimai ir balsavimas | TEISE | teisés Saltiniai ir sritys | vykdomoji valdzia ir valstybés tarnyba

Santrauka The democratic landscape in Africa is complex, featuring a mixture of examples of progress, in some areas, and
regression in others. While some countries have continuously come closer to high democratic standards, considerably
strengthening their democratic systems, others have seen their democratic credentials worsen. A pervasive feature of
political systems on the African continent has been the fact that the incumbent presidents and ruling parties tend to win
elections, whether fair or not. Since independence, few African states have experienced transfer of presidential and
parliamentary power as a result of elections. At the beginning of the 1990s, during the democratisation wave that
swept the continent, most African countries introduced constitutional term limits for their presidents. However,
ultimately many of these limits were short-lived, as the leaders who initiated them were often themselves later
responsible for spearheading constitutional amendments in order to extend their position in power. In several cases,
strong opposition from civil society, but also from political actors, was successful in upholding constitutional rules. In
others, however, popular opposition was repressed and the will of the heads of state concerned prevailed, sometimes
at the cost of prolonged turmoil. In this context the question arises: how essential and useful to democracy are
presidential term limits? While the US under the Obama administration has been vocal in defending term limits in
Africa, the EU has not taken sides on the issue as such, focusing instead on the respect of constitutional processes
when revisions occur.
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parties in Turkmenistan
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| parlamento darbas | POLITIKA | politinis gyvenimas ir vieSasis saugumas | politiné geografija | politiné padeétis |
politiné partija | politiné struktdra | politinés partijos | prezidentinis valdymas | prezidento rinkimai | rinkimai ir
balsavimas | rinkimy sistema | TEISE | teisés Saltiniai ir sritys | Turkménistanas | vieny rdmy parlamentas | jstatymy
leidyba | jstatymy leidZziamoiji valdzia

Santrauka Turkmenistan is a 'presidential republic’ in which the president is vested with extensive authority. After independence in
1991, the country was ruled by Saparmurat Niyazov until his death in 2006. His successor, Gurbanguly
Berdimuhammedov, took timid steps towards democratisation and liberalisation. Although there are some welcome
developments, the regime is still considered authoritarian. In December 2013, the Turkmens held their first ever multi-
party elections.
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Azija ir Okeanija | bendradarbiavimo susitarimas (ES) | dvejy rimy parlamentas | europiné struktira | EUROPOS
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POLITIKA | politinis gyvenimas ir vieSasis saugumas | politiné geografija | politiné opozicija | politiné partija | politiné
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| teisés ir laisvés | teisés Saltiniai ir sritys | valstybés vadovas | Zmogaus teises

Tajikistan's parliamentary elections of 1 March 2015 have brought the country one step closer to an authoritarian
regime. Criticised by observers as flawed and unfair, these elections helped oust the only real opposition party from
parliament and reconfigured the distribution of seats in a way that reaffirmed the president's dominance over the
political system. The assassination of an opposition leader on 5 March 2015 has deepened concerns that opponents
will face increased repression.
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mandaty paskirstymas | parlamentas | parlamento rinkimai | POLITIKA | politinis gyvenimas ir vieSasis saugumas |
politiné geografija | politiné padétis | politiné partija | politiné struktdra | politinés partijos | prezidentinis valdymas |
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Uzbekistan has a presidential system of government. The president, Islam Karimov, has played a principal role in all
areas of the political landscape since independence in 1991. Although some recent steps empower the legislature
against the executive, all political parties represented in parliament are pro-regime and far from providing political
alternatives.
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After 71 years of uninterrupted Revolutionary Institutional Party (PRI) rule, a shift in power was finally achieved in the
2000 presidential elections, won by the National Action Party, which also won the 2006 elections. In 2012, the PRI
returned to power under Enrique Pefia Nieto, who has forged an alliance with the main opposition parties to introduce
much-needed structural reforms in the country.
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administravimas | Europa | europiné struktdra | Europos integracija | Europos iSorés veiksmy tarnyba | Europos
Parlamentas | EUROPOS SAJUNGA | Europos Sajungos teise | GEOGRAFIJA | Jungtiné Karalyste | Jungtinés
Valstijos | Lisabonos sutartis | parlamentas | parlamentiné asambléja | parlamentiné diplomatija | parlamentiné kontrolé
| parlamentiné sistema | POLITIKA | politiné geografija | politiné struktdra | Prancuzija | prezidentinis valdymas |
tarpparlamentinis bendradarbiavimas | tarptautiniai santykiai | TARPTAUTINIAI SANTYKIAI | tarptautinis saugumas |
tarptautiné politika | uzsienio politika | Vokietija | Salies parlamentas

In the post-Cold War international system, new actors, including parliaments, emerge and they challenge the traditional
dominance by governments of international relations and foreign policy. In democratic societies it is increasingly
difficult to sustain the traditional notion that foreign policy is incompatible with democratic decision-making and scrutiny
and that state sovereignty in this domain is the exclusive, unquestionable competence of governments, as the
perceived sole representative of the state. As the core institution of democracy and elected representatives,
parliaments are increasingly expected to contribute to resolving complex foreign policy and international issues which
are impacting more and more directly on citizens’ lives by discussing diverse views on strategic direction and policy
priorities, by legitimising complex policies and initiatives and by building up public trust (and support) on complex
issues in a way that is comprehensible to citizens. The paper examines the role and functions of parliaments in
shaping and controlling foreign policy, also by discussing some case studies (US, German, British and French). It
reflects particularly on the gradual parliamentarisation of Member State-dominated EU foreign policy. It analyses the
nature of the European Parliament’s actorhood in international relations, the EP’s emerging role in EU foreign policy as
well as the tools and powers available to exert influence on the Union’s decisions and relations. It finally concludes that
EU foreign policy can become efficient and democratic at the same time in the process of building an EU
'representative democracy'.
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The political party system in Chile developed from fierce competition between three distinct blocs along a wide right-
centre-left spectrum before the military coup of 1973, to a narrower two-bloc political spectrum (centre-right to centre-
left) after 1990, mainly due to the establishment of a binomial election system by General Augusto Pinochet, originally
to guarantee his power base.
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The political party system established in Venezuela in 1958 by the Punto Fijo Pact, and dominated by the Democratic
Alliance and COPEI parties, collapsed in 1998 with the victory of Hugo Chavez in the presidential elections. Since
then, and after the 1999 Constitutional reform, Chavismo has dominated Venezuelan politics, though the opposition
parties have united as the MUD coalition.
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Since the full democratisation of the country, with the launch of free and fair elections and the reinstatement of a
functioning parliament at the end of the 1980s, South Korea's political scene has been dominated largely by two main
parties, although their names and composition have repeatedly changed. At the end of 2012, Park Geun-hye, a
popular figure from the ruling conservative party, was elected the first woman president in the history of the country.
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The 2014 Constitutions of Egypt and Tunisia, though enacted at the same time and as a consequence of very similar
revolutionary forces, are different in style and content. Egypt has fallen back to the structures of the 1971 Constitution
and will likely experience further restoration of the authoritarian presidentialism. The Armed Forces continue to play a
dominant background role in the political and constitutional life of the country. Tunisia seems to have embraced a new
constitutional paradigm that is based on a modern approach to human rights protection and a balanced institutional
framework that provides for substantial checks and balances between the three branches of government.

The constitutional drafting process in Libya is overshadowed by a pronounced lack of security, the absence of
functioning state institutions, societal fragmentation, and the uneven distribution of natural wealth. National
reconciliation is a key precondition of successful political and constitutional transition but the process has to date been
a very difficult one. There are indications, however, that stakeholders in Libya are trying to build consensus on
important aspects of the process. The 1951 Constitution, based on a federal framework, offers the best conceptual
framework for the recently elected Constituent Assembly. Unlike Egypt and Tunisia, Libya might opt for a parliamentary
form of government rather than a semi-presidential system.
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