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Statelessness is a significant human rights challenge: it is often a product of human rights problems, such as gender or
racial discrimination, while it also has a serious and lasting impact on the enjoyment of other human rights. This study
explores how the European Union can play a greater role in the fight against statelessness around the world as part of
its external action on human rights issues. It demonstrates the nexus between statelessness and the EU’s current
human rights priorities and identifies the ways in which the EU has already contributed to addressing statelessness in
its external action.

The study then discusses the ways in which the EU can strengthen its contribution to the fights against statelessness
through multilateral action, bilateral action and improved institutional arrangements. Finally, the paper identifies a set of
three thematic and five country priorities for EU engagement on statelessness, providing recommendations for action
in each case.
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This study aims to assess the effectiveness of developing countries’ national control mechanisms in overseeing budget
support. The key questions deal with the oversight role and effectiveness of parliaments and supreme audit institutions
(SAl) and the extent to which the EC assesses and supports parliamentary structures and SAls when budget support
is provided. The research is based on case studies in three countries: Ghana, Burkina Faso and the Dominican
Republic. Overall, parliamentary budgetary oversight is weak in all countries studied and has not significantly improved
since the provision of budget support. In addition, within the framework of budget support, parliamentary performance
is inadequately assessed, not yet systematically integrated at policy level and receives only limited EC support.
Supreme audit institutions, on the other hand, have attracted more donor attention and their performance has
improved in all three country cases. To improve public financial management and to strengthen domestic
accountability in the long run, institutions outside the executive, including civil society actors, must gain more weight in
the design and management of budget support.
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