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Ecodesign for sustainable products
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Most products are not designed with their life cycle environmental impacts in mind, and it is difficult for consumers and
economic operators to make sustainable choices when buying products. The EU still lacks an overarching legislative
framework laying down rules for sustainable production and consumption of all products. Ecodesign refers to the
integration of environmental sustainability considerations into the characteristics of a product, and into processes
throughout its value chain. On 30 March 2022, the European Commission put forward a proposal for a regulation
establishing a framework for setting ecodesign requirements for sustainable products. The proposed regulation would
lay down rules applying to all products on the internal market, with the aim of making them more durable, reusable,
reparable, upgradable, recyclable and generally less harmful to the environment. The regulation would include rules on
a digital product passport, green public procurement and a ban on the destruction of unsold goods. The co-legislators
reached a provisional agreement on 5 December 2023, after three trilogues. This agreement still needs to be formally
approved by both institutions. It was approved by Coreper on 22 December 2023, and by the Committee on the
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI) on 11 January 2024. It must now be adopted by Parliament in
plenary and then by the Council. Third edition of a briefing originally drafted (first version) by Nikolina Sajn. The 'EU
Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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Waste framework directive: A more sustainable use of natural resources
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boj proti plytvaniu | ekologicka politika | EKONOMIKA | EUROPSKA UNIA | hospodarska politika | koziarsky a textilny
priemysel | navrh (EU) | obehové hospodarstvo | obuvnicky priemysel | ochrana Zivotného prostredia | plytvanie
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zodpovednost vyrobcu | textilny priemysel | trvalo udrzatelny rozvoj | ZIVOTNE PROSTREDIE

Every year, 60 million tonnes of food waste and 12.6 million tonnes of textile waste are generated in the EU. On 5 July
2023, the European Commission tabled a proposal for a targeted revision of EU waste rules. Seeking to accelerate the
EU's progress towards United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 12.3 (halving food waste at the retail and
consumer level by 2030), the proposal would mean EU countries would have to reduce food waste by 10 % in
processing and manufacturing, and by 30 % per capita, jointly at retail and consumption level, by 2030. The proposal
also introduces extended producer responsibility requirements for the textiles sector. These schemes would have to
cover the costs of collecting textiles, shoes and textile-related products for re-use or recycling, along with transport and
sorting, as well as supporting research and development to improve the sorting and recycling processes. The proposal
attracted a mixed response. While non-governmental organisations criticised the lack of ambition in the binding targets,
farm lobbies expressed satisfaction with the derogation for the primary sector. In the European Parliament, the
Committee on the Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI) is responsible for the file under the co-decision
procedure, with Anna Zalewska (ECR, Poland) as rapporteur. The draft report was presented in committee on 24
October 2023. First edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key stages throughout the
legislative procedure.

EN

Circularity requirements for vehicle design and management of end-of-life vehicles
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The EU's automotive sector is resource-intensive. There are 286 million motor vehicles on the road in the EU, and
every year around 6.5 million vehicles become waste. If improperly managed, these vehicles may cause environmental
damage and the economy may lose millions of tonnes of materials. Ensuring better sustainability and circularity of the
European automotive sector would help to achieve the goals of the EU Green Deal, improve the competitiveness of the
sector, and reinforce the EU's strategic autonomy. In July 2023, the European Commission presented a proposal for a
regulation addressing the whole life cycle of vehicles, from design to end-of-life, aimed at improving design and end-of-
life management of vehicles for a more resource-efficient automotive sector. It would set circularity requirements on
vehicle design and production concerning reusability, recyclability, recoverability and the use of recycled content. It
would also lay down requirements on information and labelling of parts, components and materials in vehicles. In
addition, the proposed regulation would establish requirements on extended producer responsibility, collection and
treatment of end-of-life vehicles, and on the export of used vehicles from the EU to third countries. The proposal is now
in the hands of the co-legislators. In the European Parliament, the Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food
Safety (ENVI) is responsible for the file. First edition. The 'EU Legislation in Progress' briefings are updated at key
stages throughout the legislative procedure.
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The European Parliament has underlined the need to involve the regional and local levels of government in efforts to
ensure that the adaptation goal of the Paris Agreement — which provides a framework for global action to address
climate change post-2020 — is met. A number of initiatives have been put in place to support regions, cities, and local
authorities in their efforts to align with the EU's transition to climate neutrality. Examples of these initiatives include the
Covenant of Mayors for climate and energy, the 'EU Mission: Climate-Neutral and Smart Cities', and the 'EU Mission:
Adaptation to Climate Change', all promoted by the European Commission. The Commission has also created the EU
Green Capital and the EU Green Leaf Awards. The European Committee of the Regions launched the 'Green Deal
Going Local' initiative and founded the Automotive Regions Alliance. EU cities and regions are taking action towards
decarbonisation in order to make the EU economy more resource-efficient, to innovate on waste management and
recycling, to support citizens for both new construction and renovation, to make transport greener, to increase green
spaces and plant presence in urban areas, and to raise citizens' awareness of the need to do more to fight climate
change. This briefing showcases 20 such projects across the European Union.
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The IA supports the revision of the Waste Framework Directive (WFD), which lays down the basic definitions and
concepts for waste management. The proposal focuses on two resource-intensive sectors — textiles and food — and
aims to contribute to the European Green Deal ambitions of reducing waste generation and transitioning to a circular
economy. The |A includes two separate impact assessments — one for textiles and one for food — published in a single
document. The IA analyses the economic, environmental and social impacts of the policy options, as well as impacts
on competitiveness, SMEs and third countries. For textiles, it chooses the preferred policy option on the basis of
consideration of how it contributes to the objectives of the initiative and on the balance between the impacts. For food,
the preferred option is chosen, inter alia, on the basis of its feasibility. The main IA report does not address the
proportionality issues of the preferred option for textiles, but the proposal is accompanied by a subsidiarity grid
covering both food and textiles. The range of stakeholders consulted was wide and relevant, included SMEs and all
affected stakeholders, and the findings are broken down into categories by stakeholder and problem. The
stakeholders' views were taken into account for the design of POs, the evaluation of impacts and the choice of the
preferred option. The IA was based on recent, referenced and reliable data, as well as models, and was transparent on
their limits. It takes into account the future projections for both textiles and food consumption and waste. The main
supporting study for the IA and the JRC study, which is also the main basis for the quantitative analysis, are not
however publicly available at the time of writing. The proposal is mostly coherent with the preferred options and
monitoring provisions identified in the IA, but both the proposal and the IA remain vague on the evaluation. The IA is
sufficiently comprehensive, however the information is often spread out and difficult to trace over multiple annexes.
This does not appear to respect the BRG requirement that the main report, limited to 40 pages, should strike the right
balance between the information in the report and that in the annexes, keeping in mind the need for a focused, self-
standing report. Overall, this makes the IA report less transparent and less legible.
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udrzatelny vyrobok | VYROBA, TECHNOLOGIA A VYSKUM | ZIVOTNE PROSTREDIE

The IA provides a good overview of the problems relating to packaging and packaging waste, and the possible impacts
of the various measures proposed to address the problems. In its assessment, which is both qualitative and
quantitative, the IA relies on a wealth of data sources and modelling. However, it does not clearly indicate the 1A
supporting studies and their full references; this would have improved transparency. The |A presents three policy
options, which are partially incremental and cannot therefore serve as self-standing alternatives. The IA provides
sufficient justification for the preferred option. Broad stakeholder consultations were carried out and the IA presents
stakeholders' views, although on individual measures rather than on the three policy options. The description of the
monitoring and evaluation plan is rather limited; for example, the operational objectives and the timeframe for the
evaluation are not explained. On a technical point, the IA could have made more use of the material from the extensive
annexes, for example, to describe the policy options and the third problem in more detail in the main text.
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During its January | plenary session, Parliament will vote on the report adopted by its Committee on the Environment,
Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI) on a Commission proposal to revise EU rules on shipments of waste. The report
as voted would then form Parliament's position for trilogue negotiations with the Council.
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Critical raw materials are essential to sustain Europe's economic and environmental ambitions. As geoeconomic
aggression and geopolitical tensions rise, the EU is re-thinking its reliance on certain imports. Can the EU secure its
supply of critical materials?
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This briefing provides an initial analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the European Commission's impact
assessment (IA) accompanying the above-mentioned proposal, submitted on 30 March 2022 and referred to the
European Parliament's Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety (ENVI). The proposal aims to
repeal the Ecodesign Directive 2009/125/EC, which establishes a framework for adopting product-specific
requirements set out in implementing measures (usually regulations) by the European Commission. Until recently, the
directive focused mainly on the energy efficiency of products and since 2019 also on their lifetime (e.g. availability of
spare parts for a certain number of years after the last item has been placed on the market). It currently covers 29
energy-related product groups, ranging from ventilation systems to high-pressure cleaners. The new proposal for a
Regulation would establish a framework for setting Ecodesign requirements that would apply to all physical products
on the internal market (with a few exceptions), with the aim of making them more durable, reusable, reparable,
upgradeable, recyclable and generally less harmful to the environment. Product specific requirements would be set out
later, in delegated acts, for each product group separately. The proposal was first announced in the European Green
Deal, and then confirmed in the Circular Economy action plan, alongside a communication on making sustainable
products the norm and a proposal for a directive empowering consumers for the green transition. The Commission
included the present proposal in Annex | of its 2021 work programme (new initiatives) and the 2022 joint declaration on
legislative priorities.
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VYSKUM | ¢ista technologia | ZIVOTNE PROSTREDIE

Zhrnutie The steel sector is one of the most challenging sectors to decarbonise and has recently received special attention
owing to the potential use of low-carbon hydrogen (green and blue) to reduce its fuel combustion and process-related
carbon emissions. This report addresses concerns that might arise while evaluating the potential and limitations of the
future role of hydrogen in decarbonising the iron and steel industries. The report provides a comprehensive overview of
current technical knowledge, (pilot) projects and road maps at national and EU level. This information is supplemented
by previously published indicative price projections for the various steel production routes and a long-term study,
analysing the evolution of the global steel sector up until 2100.
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Living in the EU: Circular economy
Typ publikacie V stru€nosti
Datum 16-03-2021
Autor SABBATI Giulio
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Klacové slovo ekologicka politika | ekonomicka analyza | EKONOMIKA | hospodarska politika | marketing | OBCHOD | obehové
hospodarstvo | odpad | poskodzovanie Zivotného prostredia | recyklacia odpadu | technologia a technické predpisy | trh
prace | trvalo udrzatelny rozvoj | vytvorenie pracovného miesta | VYROBA, TECHNOLOGIA A VYSKUM |
ZAMESTNANIE A PRACOVNE PODMIENKY | zamestnanost | Cista technologla | $tatistika EU | $tatistika obchodu |
$tatistika zamestnanosti | ZIVOTNE PROSTREDIE | ,zelené“ hospodarstvo

Zhrnutie Circular economy is a production and consumption model that involves reusing, repairing, refurbishing and recycling
existing materials and products to keep materials within the economy. It implies that waste becomes a resource,
consequently minimising the actual amount of waste. The circular model is generally the antithesis of a traditional,
linear economic model, which is based on a 'take-make-consume-throw away' pattern. This paper looks at the job
creation potential and added value produced by the circular economy and illustrates the generation and treatment of
waste in the EU.
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New circular economy action plan
Typ publikacie V stru€nosti
Datum 04-02-2021
Autor HALLEUX Vivienne
Oblast politiky Zivotné prostredie
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VYSKUM | gista technoldgia | ZIVOTNE PROSTREDIE | ,zelené” hospodarstvo

Zhrnutie Moving to a circular economy is key for achieving EU climate action, nature protection and sustainability ambitions,
and also delivering benefits for innovation, growth and jobs. During the February session, Parliament is expected to
vote on an own-initiative report on the Commission's proposed plan for more circularity.
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The environmental impacts of plastics and micro-plastics use, waste and pollution: EU and national

measures
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This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the Committee on Petitions (PETI), focuses on the pervasive use of plastics and reviews the
rising consensus on the potential eco-toxicological impacts of these materials, in particular of smaller plastic particles,
dubbed microplastics. It discusses possible mitigation strategies aimed at curtailing the prevalence of (micro)plastics,
as well as emerging alternatives and their environmental adequacy.

Propelled by increasing awareness of the impacts of plastics and by public opinion, in recent years a multitude of
norms, regulations, laws and recommendations have been proposed and/or implemented. These vary greatly across
local, national, regional and international levels, and it is not clear what the beneficial impacts of these tools are. This
study assesses these existing instruments, analyses whether they are based on sound scientific data, and discusses
foreseeable challenges that could restrain the relevance and suitability of existing and future legislative proposals.
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chémia | ekologicka norma | ekologicka politika | EUROPSKA UNIA | hnojivo | hutnictvo Zeleza, ocele a Zeleznych
kovov | kadmium | marketing | OBCHOD | obrabanie polnohospodarskej pody | oznacenie zhody CE | povolenie na
predaj | POLNOHOSPODARSTVO, LESNICTVO A RYBARSTVO | PRIEMYSEL | priemysel hnojiv | prostriedky
pofnohospodarskej vyroby | pravo Eurépskej unie | recyklacia odpadu | technoldgia a technické predpisy | tvorba prava
EU | VYROBA, TECHNOLOGIA A VYSKUM | zlep$ovanie pddy | ZIVOTNE PROSTREDIE

Fertilising products are used to improve plant growth, mainly in agriculture, enabling higher crop yields. However, they
are associated with some challenges as regards security of supply, the environment and health. Although the 2003
Fertilisers Regulation, which aimed at ensuring an internal market in fertilisers, has been effective, it mainly addresses
mineral fertilisers and deters the introduction of new types of fertilisers. In March 2016, the Commission put forward a
legislative proposal on fertilising products, as announced in the circular economy action plan. The proposal modernises
the conformity assessment and market surveillance in line with the ‘new legislative framework’ for product legislation,
covers a wider range of fertilising products (including those manufactured from secondary raw materials), and sets
limits for the presence of heavy metals and contaminants in fertilising products. After completion of the legislative
procedure, the final act was signed on 5 June 2019. The regulation will apply in full from 16 July 2022. Fifth edition of a
briefing originally drafted by Didier Bourguignon. The ‘EU Legislation in Progress’ briefings are updated at key stages
throughout the legislative procedure. Please note this document has been designed for on-line viewing.
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HALLEUX Vivienne
Zivotné prostredie

biologicka diverzita | chémia | ekologicka politika | ekologicky dosah | EUROPSKA UNIA | marketing | navrh (EU) |
obalovy material | OBCHOD | plastovy odpad | plasty | poskodzovanie Zivotného prostredia | PRIEMYSEL | pravo
Eurépskej unie | prirodné prostredie | recyklacia odpadu | znecistenie mora | ZIVOTNE PROSTREDIE

In May 2018, the European Commission presented a legislative proposal to tackle marine litter, targeting the top ten
single-use plastic items found on European beaches as well as fishing gear, which together make up about 70 % of

marine beach litter items in Europe. Interinstitutional negotiations with the Council delivered an agreement in
December 2018, on which Parliament is expected to vote during its March Il plenary session.
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chémia | ekologicka politika | EKONOMIKA | hospodarska politika | obehové hospodarstvo | plasty | PRIEMYSEL |
recyklacia odpadu | ZIVOTNE PROSTREDIE

Plastics are widely used across all sectors of the economy. However, the treatment of plastic waste poses several
challenges. To address these, the Commission published a strategy for plastics in a circular economy in January 2018.
The European Parliament is expected to adopt an own-initiative resolution on the communication during its September
2018 plenary session.
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04-07-2018

BOURGUIGNON Didier

Prijimanie pravnych predpisov EP a Radou | Zivotné prostredie

budovanie Eurépy | DOPRAVA | ekologicka politika | EKONOMIKA | elektronicky prvok | elektronika a elektrotechnika |
EUROPSKA UNIA | hospodérska a socidlna sudrznost | hospodarska politika | hospodarska sutaz | likvidacia odpadu |
marketing | medzinarodna politika | MEDZINARODNE VZTAHY | novy ekonomicky poriadok | navrh (EU) | obalovy
material | OBCHOD | obehové hospodarstvo | obmedzenie predaja | organizacia dopravy | PODNIKANIE A SUTAZ |
PRIEMYSEL | program EU | pravo Eurdpskej unie | pravo EU | recyklécia odpadu | vozidlo | vytvorenie pracovného
miesta | ZAMESTNANIE A PRACOVNE PODMIENKY | zamestnanost | zneSkodfiovanie odpadu | zasobnik elektrickej
energie | ZIVOTNE PROSTREDIE

Although waste management in the EU has improved considerably in recent decades, over a quarter of municipal
waste is still landfilled and less than half is recycled or composted, with wide variations between Member States.
Improving waste manage—ment could deliver positive effects for the environment, climate, human health and the
economy. As part of a shift towards a circular economy, the European Commission made four legislative proposals
introducing new waste-management targets regarding reuse, recycling and landfilling, strengthening provisions on
waste prevention and extended producer responsibility, and streamlining definitions, reporting obligations and
calculation methods for targets. After completion of the legislative procedure, the final acts were signed on 30 May
2018. Member States are required to transpose the directives into national law by 5 July 2020. This updates an earlier
edition, of March 2018: PE 614.766.
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BOURGUIGNON Didier

Hospodarske a menové veci | Zivotné prostredie

ekologicka politika | EKONOMIKA | elektronika a elektrotechnika | EUROPSKA UNIA | hospodarska politika |
hospodarska sutaz | marketing | navrh (EU) | obalovy material | OBCHOD | obehové hospodérstvo | obmedzenie
predaja | ochrana Zivotného prostredia | odpadové hospodarstvo | PODNIKANIE A SUTAZ | PRIEMYSEL | pravo
Eurdpskej unie | recyklacia odpadu | uskladnenie odpadu | zneSkodiovanie odpadu | zasobnik elektrickej energie |
ZIVOTNE PROSTREDIE

As part of a shift towards a circular economy, the European Commission put forward four legislative proposals
intended to improve waste management in the European Union in 2015. First-reading negotiations with the Council
delivered a compromise, which now awaits a vote in Parliament during the April plenary session.
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miesta | ZAMESTNANIE A PRACOVNE PODMIENKY | zamestnanost | zneSkodfiovanie odpadu | zasobnik elektrickej
energie | ZIVOTNE PROSTREDIE

Although waste management in the EU has improved considerably in recent decades, over a quarter of municipal
waste is still landfilled and less than half is recycled or composted, with wide variations between Member States.
Improving waste manage—ment could deliver positive effects for the environment, climate, human health and the
economy. As part of a shift towards a circular economy, the European Commission made four legislative proposals
introducing new waste-management targets regarding reuse, recycling and landfilling, strengthening provisions on
waste prevention and extended producer responsibility, and streamlining definitions, reporting obligations and
calculation methods for targets. The agreement reached by Council and Parliament is to be submitted for a vote in
plenary in spring 2018. This updates an earlier edition, of May 2017: PE 603.954. "A more recent edition of this
document is available. Find it by searching by the document title at this address:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/home.html"
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eurépska verejna sluzba | ochrana Zivotného prostredia | parlament | peticia | POLITIKA | poSkodzovanie Zivotného
prostredia | prevencia proti znegistovaniu | pravo Eurépskej Unie | recyklacia odpadu | radioaktivny odpad | SOCIALNE
OTAZKY | uskladnenie odpadu | zdravie | zdravie verejnosti | Zmluva o ESAE | ZIVOTNE PROSTREDIE

This study, commissioned by the European Parliament’s Policy Department for Citizens’ Rights and Constitutional
Affairs at the request of the PETI Committee examines the application and proper transposition of European
environmental law on waste by Member States, that is one of the recurrent topics addressed by the Committee on
Petitions, which collects complaints from citizens in this matter and call for respect of the rule of law.

Waste management concerns all activities and actions that are required to manage waste, from its generation to its
final disposal. This includes the collection, transport, treatment and disposal of waste, together with monitoring and
regulation.

This study is an updated version of the previous research from 2011. Based on the results from 2011, new petitions
from 2013 to 2016 were analysed with the aim to update the main findings and recommendations on the crucial areas
of complaints. The results of the recently carried out assessment show that most of the analysed petitions still relate to
deficits in the waste management system, the operating of existing installations (mainly landfills) and the permitting
procedure for new facilities. In addition, two petitions address the improper management of radioactive waste which
constitutes a new area of complaint (EURATOM Treaty) compared to the analysis in 2011. For all the main areas
covered, best practice examples and recommendations for better approaches in future were updated and reviewed.
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energeticka efektivnost | energeticka politika | ENERGIA | nebezpecny odpad | organizacia dopravy | poskodzovanie
Zivotného prostredia | recyklacna technologia | recyklacia odpadu | technolégia a technické predpisy | trvalo udrzatelna
mobilita | uhofny a tazobny priemysel | VYROBA, TECHNOLOGIA A VYSKUM | zniZovanie emisii plynov | Statistika
EU | tazobné dobyvanie | ZIVOTNE PROSTREDIE

As 2018 gets under way, there are probably more than three million electric cars in circulation in the world. There are
also more than six hundred million electric bikes, scooters and motorcycles. Plus a few hundred thousand electric
buses and other types of quadricycles having an electric motor. The first part of this paper traces the fast evolving
market of electric road vehicles.

The second part shows that the production of hundreds of millions of battery packs requires a lot of energy and plenty
of scarce resources, which affects the real impact of electric vehicles on the climate and the environment and make it
necessary to consider the recovery and recycling of used batteries.
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Désledkom sucasnych i predchadzajicich sposobov vyuZivania zdrojov je vysoka uroven znecistenia, zhorSovanie
kvallty Zivotného prostredia a vyCerpavanie prirodnych zdrojov. Tento trend by mal zvratit plan pre Europu efektivne
vyuzivajucu zdroje a balik pre obehové hospodarstvo transformovanim hospodarstva EU na trvalo udrzatelné
hospodarstvo do roku 2050. Politika EU v oblasti odpadu mé dlhd histériu a tradiéne sa zameriava na odpadové
hospodarstvo, ktoré je udrzatelnejSie z hladiska zivotného prostredia. Styri legislativne navrhy o odpade v ramci
nového balika opatreni pre obehové hospodarstvo zavedu nové ciele nakladania s odpadom v oblasti prevencie,
opatovného vyuzivania, recyklacie a skladkovania.

Informaéné listy o EU BG, CS, DA, DE, EL, EN, ES, FI, FR, HU, IT, LT, LV, NL, PT, RO, SV, ET, HR, MT, PL, SK, SL
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pracovného miesta | ZAMESTNANIE A PRACOVNE PODMIENKY | zamestnanost | znevyhodneny regién | ZIVOTNE
PROSTREDIE

Although waste management in the EU has improved considerably in recent decades, over a quarter of municipal
waste is still landfilled and less than half is recycled or composted, with wide variations between Member States.
Improving waste management could deliver positive effects for the environment, climate, human health and the
economy. As part of a shift towards a circular economy, the European Commission made four legislative proposals
introducing new waste-management targets regarding reuse, recycling and landfilling, strengthening provisions on
waste prevention and extended producer responsibility, and streamlining definitions, reporting obligations and
calculation methods for targets. This briefing updates an earlier edition, of February 2017; PE 599.288.
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marketing | MEDZINARODNE VZTAHY | obalovy material | obchod | OBCHOD | obehové hospodarstvo | odpadové
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Plastics pervade modern life; plastics production has been growing exponentially since the 1960s and is expected to
double by 2036. Although there are over 1 000 types of plastic, 90 % of plastics are derived from virgin fossil fuels. In
Europe, post-consumer plastic waste is either incinerated with energy recovery (39 %), landfilled (31 %) or recycled
(30%). It is estimated that half of the plastic waste recycled is treated in the EU, while the other half is exported for
recycling. The production and consumption of plastics today offer a series of benefits (in particular low production
costs, durability and versatility) but also pose a number of problems (in particular loss of material value as a result of
single use and low recycling rates, as well as ill-effects on nature, climate and human health). Marine litter and
microplastics are a source of particular concern. Several pieces of EU legislation apply to plastics and plastic waste,
although implementation is incomplete. In 2015, the Commission identified plastics as one of the priority areas of the
circular economy action plan, proposed new reuse and recycling targets for plastic packaging waste and pledged to
adopt a strategy on plastics in the circular economy by the end of 2017. A circular economy implies reducing waste to
a minimum. Moving the plastics value chain in this direction would mean improving recycling, promoting reuse, and
redesigning products, while taking into account the whole life-cycle of products. Although this could deliver
opportunities (in particular enhanced security of supply, economic benefits and reduced pressure on the environment)
there are also challenges (in particular weak economic incentives, technical issues and finance). The European
Parliament recognises the need to introduce specific measures on plastic waste in EU legislation and to value plastics
as a resource.
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This briefing reviews Estonia’s progress in the transition to a circular economy, focusing on a three crucial and related
policy areas: waste, renewable energy and sustainable bioenergy. A key challenge for Estonia in terms of moving to a
circular economy will be to strengthen recycling, as well as high rates of separate collection in cities including Tallinn —
Estonia is not on track to meet the EU’s 2020 targets for municipal solid waste recycling. *The share of renewable
energy has increased strongly in the past ten years, due mainly to a growth in wind power and biomass, which is used
for household heating and for district heating. The intensity of forest use is among the highest in the EU. As a large
share of Estonian forests will reach maturity in coming years, Estonia has the capacity to extract greater levels of
biomass.
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The IA defines in a clear way the problems and the objectives of the proposed initiative, and is based on extensive
research conducted by external contractors. However, it omits to explain the sequential process and the underlying
assumptions leading to the identification of the four problems analysed, mentioning only the supporting studies. Also, it
contains some discrepancies with respect to the supporting studies in terms of terminology and recommendations
which are not explained in the IA. A broad range of stakeholders provided valuable data and information that were
used in the IA, even though only 40 (out of 300) provided comments and suggestions. The IA seems to make a
reasonable case for the preferred options, which are reflected in the legislative proposal, intending to amend four
articles of RoHS 2. However, one of these amendments has been proposed without a clear explanation being provided
in the IA. The analysis of competitiveness of SMEs appears to be, in general, insufficiently developed or explained.
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Although waste management in the EU has improved considerably in recent decades, over a quarter of municipal
waste is still landfilled and less than half is recycled or composted, with wide variations between Member States.
Improving waste management could deliver positive effects for the environment, climate, human health and the
economy. As part of a shift towards a circular economy, the European Commission made four legislative proposals
introducing new waste-management targets regarding reuse, recycling and landfilling, strengthening provisions on
waste prevention and extended producer responsibility, and streamlining definitions, reporting obligations and
calculation methods for targets. "A more recent edition of this document is available. Find it by searching by the
document title at this address: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/home.html"
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Synthetic biology is a new dimension of modern biotechnology with the potential to design and manufacture living
organisms, components and products. It will be on the agenda of the 13th meeting of the Conference of the Parties
(COP) of the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), to be held from 4 to 17 December 2016, in
Cancun, Mexico. Synthetic biology could provide novel solutions for environmental and biodiversity-related issues, but
could also have an adverse impact on the natural environment. The European Union is party to the CBD and the
protocols relevant in the context of synthetic biology.
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Although waste management in the EU has improved considerably in recent decades, over a quarter of municipal
waste is still landfilled and less than half is recycled or composted, with wide variations between Member States.
Improving waste management could deliver positive effects for the environment, climate, human health and the
economy. As part of a shift towards a circular economy, the European Commission made four legislative proposals
introducing new waste-management targets regarding reuse, recycling and landfilling, strengthening provisions on
waste prevention and extended producer responsibility, and streamlining definitions, reporting obligations and
calculation methods for targets.

A more recent edition of this document is available. Find it by searching by the document title at this address:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/home.html
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nahrada energie | OBCHOD | obnovitelna energia | pozemné a inZinierske stavby | PRIEMYSEL | recyklacia odpadu |
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The EU Heating and Cooling Strategy, which is part of the European Commission's Sustainable Energy Security
Package, presents a vision for an EU which has decarbonised buildings and industry, maximises the use of energy
released from waste heat and cold in industry, and encourages district heating. Although the strategy does not
announce any new legislative proposals, it presents some steps the European Commission may consider in the
process of revising existing energy legislation, both to improve implementation and to align it with 2030 climate and
energy targets. The Commission has announced it would look to improve the financing of building stock renovations
and simplify improvements in rented apartments and multi-apartment buildings. The Commission suggests industry
could achieve efficiency gains of 4-10% with existing technologies, but does not introduce any binding targets.
However, according to its vision, surplus heat and cold from industrial processes would in future be reused in district
heating and cooling systems, with a special contribution from cogeneration plants producing heat and power in a highly
energy-efficient process. Today, biomass is the most widely used renewable source for heating in all sectors, yet its
use is not problem-free. Furthermore, some stakeholders question the economic feasibility of investing in new district
and cooling systems, while others point to inconsistencies between the Heating and Cooling Strategy and the Energy
Security Package in its sections referring to the security of gas supply.
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Although no overarching definition of planned obsolescence exists, the term 'planned obsolescence' (of products or
technology) is described as the intentional production of goods and services with short economic lives, stimulating
consumers to repeat purchases too frequently. The incandescent light bulb with an engineered shorter lifespan (the
Phoebus cartel case) is one example from the past of proven planned obsolescence. Data suggest that the median
lifespans of certain categories of product have been shortening, and consumer organisations have drawn attention to
more recent suspected cases of planned obsolescence in connection with washing machines, inkjet cartridges,
electronic devices, etc. One Member State — France — recently introduced a definition of planned obsolescence into its
legislation, making it a punishable offence. No specific EU rules mention planned obsolescence, but the subject ties in
with EU legislation on ecodesign, waste, use of natural resources, consumer information and the new package from
the European Commission on the circular economy. The main consumer concerns and problematic strategies
associated with the issue are: design features that do not allow repair, upgradability or interoperability with other
devices; the unavailability of spare parts and high repair costs; and marketing strategies pushing consumers to buy
new, fashionable products and replace existing ones very quickly. Various ways to curb the practice of planned
obsolescence have been proposed, not least a shift towards a culture that values product durability and sustainability.
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Unlike a traditional linear economy based on a 'take-make-consume-throw away' pattern, a circular economy is based
on sharing, leasing, reusing, repairing, refurbishing and recycling in an almost closed loop. Moving towards a circular
economy could deliver benefits but also poses challenges. In 2015, the European Commission presented a circular
economy package seeking to enable a transition to this new model, in particular by updating EU waste policy. This
note has been prepared for the European Youth Event, taking place in Strasbourg in May 2016. Please click here for
the full publication in PDF format
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The additional analysis accompanying the new 'Circular Economy package' goes a considerable way towards
addressing some of the concerns previously voiced with regard to waste targets in the context of the original IA and
legislative proposal, especially the criticisms regarding the apparent failure to take sufficient account of the different
situations of the Member States and their capacity to perform in the future. It provides further evidence of the possible
impacts of new waste targets by considering a number of alternatives to one of the original options (option 3), and by
presenting the results of an updated application of the model used for the original impact assessment. In particular,
costs were updated to 2015 prices, and data on waste was drawn from the latest available Eurostat sources (2012).
The use of sensitivity analysis (carried out on the main input parameters used in the model, e.g. efficiency of the
collection system, material losses and revenues, etc.) is another welcome indication of the desire to provide a realistic
assessment of the likely impacts of the proposed measures. A clearer ranking of the options presented - and of their
variants - might nevertheless have allowed for a more thorough appreciation of the potential impact (and benefits) of
each of the new alternatives considered, as well as for a better understanding of the coherence between the new
proposal and the overall impact assessment analysis. As mentioned, some questions concerning subsidiarity and
proportionality - especially as to the issue of landfilling of waste - are left partially unaddressed. Finally, the analysis,
though thorough, is clearly intentionally restricted to an exploration of the possible impacts generated by the new sets
of waste targets. It does not seek to go further in 'exploring synergies with other policies' - one of the reasons set out in
the April 2015 Roadmap, referred to above, for the withdrawal of the original proposal.
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Although waste management in the European Union (EU) has improved considerably in the past decades, almost a
third of municipal waste is still landfilled and less than half is recycled or composted, with wide variations between
Member States. Improving waste management could deliver positive effects for the environment, climate, human
health and the economy. As part of a shift in EU policy towards a circular economy, the European Commission made
four legislative proposals introducing new waste-management targets regarding reuse, recycling and landfilling. The
proposals also strengthen provisions on waste prevention and extended producer responsibility, and streamline
definitions, reporting obligations and calculation methods for targets. As the Parliament and Council begin their
consideration of the proposals, stakeholders are divided.

A more recent edition of this document is available. Find it by searching by the document title at this address:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/home.html
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When withdrawing the July 2014 circular economy package, the Commission pledged to put forward 'a more ambitious
proposal.' The new package presented in December 2015 retains many elements from the initial one. Differences
include somewhat lower waste-management targets, a weaker focus on food waste, and more detailed measures
enabling a shift to a circular economy.
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Unlike the traditional linear economic model based on a 'take-make-consume-throw away' pattern, a circular economy
is based on sharing, leasing, reuse, repair, refurbishment and recycling, in an (almost) closed loop, where products
and the materials they contain are highly valued. In practice, it implies reducing waste to a minimum. Moving towards a
more circular economy could deliver opportunities including reduced pressures on the environment; enhanced security
of supply of raw materials; increased competitiveness; innovation; growth and jobs. However, the shift also poses
challenges such as financing; key economic enablers; skills; consumer behaviour and business models; and multi-level
governance. On 2 December 2015, the European Commission presented a new circular economy package. The
package contains an action plan for the circular economy, mapping out a series of actions planned for the coming
years, as well as four legislative proposals on waste, containing targets for landfill, reuse and recycling, to be met by
2030. The European Parliament advocates specific measures to improve waste management and to promote eco-
innovation and resource efficiency. Stakeholders, however, voice diverging views on the proposed circular economy
package. Please click here for the full publication in PDF format
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New circular economy package

Typ publikacie
Datum

Autor

Oblast politiky
Klacové slovo

Zhrnutie

V struénosti

V struénosti

30-11-2015

BOURGUIGNON Didier

Zivotné prostredie

bezpeénost dodavky | ekologicka politika | ekonomicka analyza | EKONOMIKA | EUROPSKA UNIA | hospodarenie so
zdrojmi | hospodarsky désledok | medzinarodny obchod | navrh (EU) | obchod | OBCHOD | PRIEMYSEL | priemyselna
revolucia | priemyselné Struktury a politika | pravo Europskej unie | recyklacna technoldgia | recyklovany produkt |
recyklacia odpadu | surovina | technologia a technické predpisy | VYROBA, TECHNOLOGIA A VYSKUM |
zneskodnovanie odpadu | ZIVOTNE PROSTREDIE

A shift towards a circular economy could deliver environmental and economic benefits, but it would also face a number
of barriers and challenges. The European Commission is expected to present new legislative proposals and an action
plan on the circular economy at the December | plenary session.
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Moving towards a circular economy

Typ publikacie
Datum

Autor

Oblast politiky
Klacové slovo

Zhrnutie

V stru¢nosti

Multimedia

V struénosti
29-06-2015
BOURGUIGNON Didier
Zivotné prostredie

bezpecnost dodavky | dizajn vyrobku | ekologicka politika | EKONOMIKA | EUROPSKA UNIA | hospodarska politika |
medzinarodny obchod | obchod | OBCHOD | PRIEMYSEL | priemyselna ekonomika | priemyselna politika EU |
priemyselné struktdry a politika | pravo Eurdpskej tnie | recyklovany produkt | recyklacia odpadu | surovina |
technolégia a technické predpisy | trvalo udrzatelny rozvoj | tvorba prava EU | vytvorenie pracovného miesta |
VYROBA, TECHNOLOGIA A VYSKUM | ZAMESTNANIE A PRACOVNE PODMIENKY | zamestnanost |
zneskodriovanie odpadu | gista technoldgia | $truktura hospodarstva | ZIVOTNE PROSTREDIE

A shift towards a circular economy could deliver environmental and economic benefits. However, it faces a number of
barriers and challenges. As the European Commission prepares its new proposal on the circular economy, due to be
put forward by the end of 2015, Parliament is scheduled to vote on a strategic report on the topic during the July part-
session.

DE, EN, ES, FR, IT, PL

Moving towards a circular economy

Understanding waste management: Policy challenges and opportunities

20-04-2024

Typ publikacie
Datum

Autor

Oblast politiky
Kracové slovo

Zhrnutie

Briefing

Briefing

09-06-2015
BOURGUIGNON Didier
Zivotné prostredie

ekologicka politika | ekologicky dosah | ekonomicka analyza | ekonomicka geografia | EKONOMIKA | energeticka
politika | ENERGIA | EUROPSKA UNIA | GEOGRAFIA | nariadenie ES | nebezpeény odpad | nahrada energie | odpad
z domacnosti | poskodzovanie Zivotného prostredia | prevencia proti znecistovaniu | pravo Eurépskej Unie | recyklacia
odpadu | smernica ES | uskladnenie odpadu | vyvoz odpadu | znedkodfiovanie odpadu | Statistika EU | Staty EU |
ZIVOTNE PROSTREDIE

Five tonnes of waste per capita are generated every year in the European Union (EU), mostly from the construction
and mining sectors, with municipal waste accounting for roughly 10% of the total. Although wide differences remain
between Member States, recent trends in the treatment of municipal waste show a shift away from landfilling and an
increase in the proportion of waste recycled. Management of waste can have adverse effects on the environment,
climate and human health.

EU waste policy is built on a thematic strategy, a series of overarching directives, legal acts applying to specific waste
streams, legal acts on specific installations, and implementing acts defining when specific materials leave the waste
regime after treatment. Various targets set out in EU legislation (in particular as regards recycling of household waste
and landfilling of biodegradable waste) are being implemented at varying speed across Member States, regions and
municipalities. Regional and local policies have a significant influence on waste recycling rates. Despite this legislation,
illegal waste shipments remain a concern.

Waste management requires facing a number of challenging issues, for instance, balancing objectives between
promoting recycling and protecting consumers against harmful chemical substances in recycled materials; insufficient
data collection; quality aspects related to recycling; energy recovery of waste; and waste prevention. The opportunities
relate mainly to a shift towards a more circular economy, with benefits for the environment and human health, as well
as the economy.

The European Parliament has consistently called for policies in line with the hierarchy of waste prevention and
management options, and moving towards a more circular economy.
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Resource Efficiency Indicators

Typ publikacie
Datum
Externy autor
Oblast politiky
Krlacové slovo

Zhrnutie

Studia

Studia

02-06-2015

Hubert Reisinger, Maria Tesar and Brigitte Read

Energetika | Predbezné planovanie | Priemysel | Zivotné prostredie

ekologicka politika | ekologicky dosah | EKONOMIKA | environmentalny indikator | hospodarenie so zdrojmi |
hospodarska politika | hospodarska situacia | hospodarsky rast | obrabanie polnohospodarskej pédy |
POLNOHOSPODARSTVO, LESNICTVO A RYBARSTVO | prirodné prostredie | prirodné zdroje | recyklacia odpadu |
spracovanie vody | trvalo udrzatelny rozvoj | vyuzitie pody | ZIVOTNE PROSTREDIE

This report summarises the presentations and discussions during the Workshop on Resource Efficiency Indicators held
on 14 April 2015.

There was general agreement that world economic growth will soon be limited by the earth’s carrying capacity. In order
to have a system for steering the necessary policy measures a set of resource efficiency indicators is needed. In this
indicator set priority should be given to most needed indicators. In addition, footprint type indicators, which take into
account indirect flows, are needed.

The workshop was organised by Policy Department A at the request of the European Parliament's Committee on the
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety.
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Recovery of Rare Earths from Electronic Wastes: An Opportunity for High-Tech SMEs

Typ publikacie
Datum
Externy autor
Oblast politiky
Kracové slovo

Zhrnutie

Stadia

Studia

05-02-2015

Achilleas TSAMIS and Mike COYNE (Centre for Strategy and Evaluation Services LLP)
Priemysel | Vyskumna politika

bezpecnost dodavky | ekologicka politika | ekologicky dosah | elektronicky odpad | malé a stredné podniky | |
MEDZINARODNE VZTAHY | nova technoldgia | nahradny produkt | obchod | OBCHOD | PODNIKANIE A'SUTAZ |
politika spolupréce | poskodzovanie Zivotného prostredia | PRIEMYSEL | priemyselna politika EU | priemyselné
Struktury a politika | recyklacna technologia | recyklacia odpadu | technoldgia a technickeé predpisy | triedenie podnikov
| vedecka spolupraca | VYROBA, TECHNOLOGIA A VYSKUM | vyskum a dugevné vlastnictvo | vyskum a vyvoj |
ZIVOTNE PROSTREDIE

This document was prepared on behalf of Policy Department A at the request of the Committee on Industry, Research
and Energy. It reviews the current level of technology development for the recovery of rare earths from electronic
waste and examines the parameters that affect its development at the industrial scale and the opportunities arising for
high tech SMEs. It also reviews the existing policy framework and provides a set of recommendations for improved
implementation of existing actions and new policy measures.
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Turning waste into a resource - Moving towards a 'circular economy'

20-04-2024

Typ publikacie
Datum

Autor

Oblast politiky
Klacové slovo

Zhrnutie

Briefing

Briefing

12-12-2014
BOURGUIGNON Didier
Zivotné prostredie

ekologicka politika | EKONOMIKA | hospodarska politika | hospodarska situacia | hospodarsky rast | PODNIKANIE A
SUTACZ | produktivita | recyklacia odpadu | sposob produkcie | technologicka zmena | technologia a technické predpisy
| trvalo udrzatelny rozvoj | vyroba | VYROBA, TECHNOLOGIA A VYSKUM | tétovnictvo | Sista technoldgia | ZIVOTNE
PROSTREDIE

In a circular economy, unlike in a linear economy based on a 'take-make-consume-throw away' pattern, the materials
contained within products are reused, turning waste into a valuable resource. Although businesses have started to use
this model on specific products in various sectors, it has not yet been implemented on a large scale. In its
communication on a circular economy presented in July 2014, the European Commission proposes to double the rate
of increase in resource productivity by 2030. To achieve this, the European Commission considers a broad range of
measures related to design and innovation, financing for resource efficiency, and awareness of businesses and
consumers. A transition towards a more circular economy could have a number of benefits: enhancing the security of
supply for raw materials; stimulating GDP growth; strengthening the competitiveness of businesses in the EU; and
helping to protect the environment. However, there are also a number of barriers and challenges: moving towards
circularity is a major change at a time of economic crisis; key enablers for the transition are still missing; significant
discrepancies currently exist between Member States; and such a transition is a major multi-level governance
challenge. The European Parliament has repeatedly stressed the need for a shift towards resource efficiency and eco-
innovation. Many Member States have been critical of the Commission proposal even though some have already
started moving towards a circular economy. For their part, stakeholders have expressed diverging views.
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Proceedings of the Workshop on "Plastic Waste"

Typ publikacie
Datum
Externy autor
Oblast politiky
Krlacové slovo

Zhrnutie

Stadia

Studia

15-10-2013

Thomas Weissenbach, Hubert Reisinger, Brigitte Read and Jirgen Schneider (Umweltbundesamt GmbH)
Zivotné prostredie

boj proti plytvaniu | chémia | ekologicka politika | environmentalna politika EU | informécie pre spotrebitela | marketing |
OBCHOD | odpad | oznaCovanie etiketami | plasty | povolenie na predaj | poSkodzovanie zivotného prostredia |
PRIEMYSEL | priemyselné Struktury a politika | recyklovany produkt | recyklacia odpadu | spotreba | ZIVOTNE
PROSTREDIE

This report summarises the presentations and discussions during the Workshop on Plastic Waste, held on 26
September 2013. The aim of the workshop was to allow an exchange of views between MEPs, the European
Cor‘gmis.sion, stakeholders of the plastic and plastic waste treatment industry, NGOs, public administration and
academia.

There is general agreement that plastic waste prevention is necessary, as is an increase of the recycling rates.
Different ways to achieve these goals were discussed. These include better consumer information and labelling, a ban
on materials which prevent recycling, improvement of separate plastic waste collection and sorting systems, a ban on
the landfilling of waste with a high carbon content, and measures to make the recycling market more predictable, such
as specific requirements for the use of recycled materials.
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Recycling Agricultural, Forestry & Food Wastes and Residues for Sustainable Bioenergy and Biomaterials

(Part of the Project 'Technology Options for Feeding 10 Billion People')

Typ publikacie
Datum
Externy autor

Oblast politiky
Krucové slovo

Zhrnutie

Stadia
15-07-2013

Bettina Kretschmer (Project Leader), Claire Smith, Emma Watkins, Ben Allen, Allan Buckwell, Jane Desbarats and
Daniel Kieve

Bezpeénost potravin | Polnohospodarstvo a rozvoj vidieka | Vyskumna politika | Zivotné prostredie

alternativna energia | bioenergia | biomasa | biomaterialy | ekologicka politika | EKONOMIKA | ENERGIA |
environmentalna ekonomika | hospodarska politika | lesnicka politika | lesnictvo | obnovitelné zdroje | potravinarska
technolégia | POTRAVINARSTVO | polnohospodarsky odpad | POCLNOHOSPODARSTVO, LESNICTVO A
RYBARSTVO | poskodzovanie zivotného prostredia | prirodné prostredie | recyklacia odpady | spracoyanie pofravin |
technolégia a technické predpisy | trvalo udrzatelny rozvoj | VYROBA, TECHNOLOGIA A VYSKUM | ZIVOTNE
PROSTREDIE

The purpose of this study is to examine and review biorefinery technology options that exist to convert biomass in the
form of agricultural crop and forestry residues and waste from the whole food chain into biomaterials and bioenergy. It
assesses the technological options, including the sustainability of the processes involved. The study forms part of a
bigger project commissioned by the European Parliament’s STOA (‘Science and Technology Options Assessment’)
office under the heading of ‘Technology options for feeding 10 billion people’.

Advanced biofuels and innovative bio-based pathways based on wastes and residues show considerable potential and
should be further developed especially as Europe is already seen by some as having a lead in relevant technologies.
However, there are also considerable uncertainties for investors and indeed all market participants and thus a major
task is to ensure good transparency and better information concerning the availabilities of the waste and residue
streams, the opportunities for processing, and the benefits to consumers. In addition, because, by definition, bio-based
economic developments necessarily interact with ecosystems, there has to be visible assurance that the bio-products
are indeed environmentally preferable with respect to GHG emissions, water, soil and biodiversity compared with their
fossil-based counterparts. The conclusion is thus encouragement should be given to this sector, but with enhanced
transparency of all aspects of its development, and with equally strong sustainability safeguards.

Studia EN

Stru¢né zhrnutie

Priloha 1

DE, EN, FR

Rare earth elements and recycling possibilities

20-04-2024

Typ publikacie
Datum

Autor

Oblast politiky
Klacové slovo

Zhrnutie

Briefing

Briefing

02-05-2013

REMEUR Cécile

Medzinarodny obchod | Priemysel | Zivotné prostredie

ekologicka politika | ENERGIA | hutnictvo zeleza, ocele a zeleznych kovov | metalurgicky priemysel | nova technolégia
| PRIEMYSEL | recyklagna technoldgia | recyklacia odpadu | rudy Zeleznych kovov | spracovanie rudy | technolégia a
technické predpisy | uholny a taZzobny priemysel | VYROBA, TECHNOLOGIA A VYSKUM | Cista technoldgia |
Speciadlny kov | tazobna prevadzka | ZIVOTNE PROSTREDIE

Rare earth elements (REEs) are a group of 17 metallic elements mined in ores containing low quantities of REEs.
They are a critical raw material for high-tech industries. REEs are imported into the European Union from a very limited
number of producers. Alternatives to the primary supply of REEs are being developed to bring relief to the market.
Recycling of REEs, from materials used in spent products, provides a secondary supply but closing the REE "life-
cycle" is a technological challenge.
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Impact Assessment of a Substantive Amendment to the Proposal for a Regulation on Ship Recycling

Typ publikacie
Datum

Autor

Oblast politiky
Klacové slovo

Zhrnutie

Stadia

Stadia

08-02-2013

MANIAKI-GRIVA Alexia

Posudzovanie vplyvu ex-ante | Vnatorny trh a colna Unia | Zivotné prostredie

bezpecnost pri praci | DOPRAVA | ekologicka politika | medzinarodna politika | MEDZINARODNE VZTAHY |
medzinarodny dohovor | nebezpecna latka | nebezpecny odpad | namorna a vnutrozemska rie€na doprava | ochrana
zivotného prostredia | organizacia prace a pracovné podmienky | plavidlo | poskodzovanie zivotného prostredia |
PRIEMYSEL | recykla¢na technoldgia | recyklacia odpadu | stavba lodi | strojarenstvo | technoldgia a technické
predpisy | vlajka lode | VYROBA, TECHNOLOGIA A VYSKUM | ZAMESTNANIE A PRACOVNE PODMIENKY |
ZIVOTNE PROSTREDIE

Qualitative and quantitative assessment shows that an amendment to create a levy on ships calling at EU ports and a
fund to support safe and environmentally sound ship recycling would provide incentives for ships to retain EU flags;
however, setup of this system would be complex, raising serious concerns that it may not be in place quickly to
achieve objectives.
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Resource Efficiency in European Industry

Typ publikacie
Datum
Externy autor

Oblast politiky
Klacové slovo

Zhrnutie

Stadia

Stru¢né zhrnutie

Studia
15-11-2012

Meghan O’Brien, Susanne Fischer, Philipp Schepelmann and Stefan Bringezu (Wuppertal Institute for Climate,
Environment and Energy)

Energetika | Priemysel | Vnutorny trh a colna unia | Zivotné prostredie

akcia EU | benchmarking | budovanie Eurdpy | ekologicka politika | energeticka efektivnost’ | energeticka politika |
ENERGIA | environmentalna politika EU | EUROPSKA UNIA | konkurencieschopnost’ | medzinarodny obchod |
OBCHOD | organizécia podniku | PODNIKANIE A SUTAZ | PRIEMYSEL | priemyselna politika EU | priemyselné
Struktury a politika | produktivita | recyklacia odpadu | surovina | technolégia a technické predpisy | VYROBA,
TECHNOLOGIA A VYSKUM | zachovanie zdrojov | u¢tovnictvo | ZIVOTNE PROSTREDIE

Resource efficiency has rightly become a priority in the EU. Evidence indicates that using resources more efficiently
reduces material costs for companies and also opens new business opportunities (e.g. recycling industry) and
improves competitiveness. While a number of low-hanging fruit opportunities exist, improving the efficiency of the
European macro-economic system will also require structural change. Resource efficiency indicators are required to
set quantifiable targets and measure progress toward absolute decoupling and a green economy.

EN
DE, FR

A European Refunding Scheme for Drinks Containers

Typ publikacie
Datum
Externy autor

Oblast politiky
Klacové slovo

Zhrnutie

Stadia

20-04-2024

Studia
10-10-2011

Jurgen SCHNEIDER ,Reviewer and Project Leader, Umweltbundesamt GmbH, Austria
Brigitte KARIGL, Task Manager, Umweltbundesamt GmbH, Austria

Hubert REISINGER, Umweltbundesamt GmbH, Austria

Judith OLIVA, Umweltbundesamt GmbH, Austria

Elisabeth SURBENBACHER, Umweltbundesamt GmbH, Austria

Brigitte READ Proofreader, Umweltbundesamt GmbH, Austria

Vnutorny trh a colna Unia | Zivotné prostredie

aproximacia prava | budovanie Eurdpy | ekologicka politika | EUROPSKA UNIA | Eurépsky hospodarsky priestor |
marketing | obalovy material | OBCHOD | plnenie flia$ | pravo Eurdpskej unie | recyklacna technoldgia | recyklacia
odpadu | technolégia a technické predpisy | vnatorny trh | VYROBA, TECHNOLOGIA A VYSKUM | zaruka za
znegistujuci vyrobok | ZIVOTNE PROSTREDIE

Reuse and recycling schemes for beverage packaging are seen as efficient tools for reducing the environmental
impact of packaging systems and for increasing their resource efficiency. The present briefing note provides an
overview on the pros and cons of the introduction of a Europe-wide mandatory deposit refund system.
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ITER, Fusion Energy and European Energy Scenarios

Typ publikacie
Datum
Externy autor
Oblast politiky
Klacové slovo

Zhrnutie

Stadia

Stadia

16-05-2011

Jean-Marie Brom, Sibylle Giinter and Werner Zittel
Energetika | Priemysel | Vyskumna politika

alternativna energia | budovanie Eurépy | dodavka energie | ekologicka politika | elektrarensky a jadrovy priemysel |
energeticka politika | energeticky vyskum | ENERGIA | EUROPSKA UNIA | jadrova bezpecnost | jadrova reakcia |
jadrovy reaktor | obnovitelna energia | poSkodzovanie zivotného prostredia | recyklacia odpadu | spolo¢ny podnik
(ESAE) | technologické zhodnotenie | technoldgia a technické predpisy | vyroba energie | VYROBA, TECHNOLOGIA A
VYSKUM | zmena podnebia | ZIVOTNE PROSTREDIE

The aim of the workshop was to present the future energy scenarios in Europe beyond 2050 with a focus on fusion
energy including ITER and alternative approaches. The invited speakers explored European and global energy supply
needs and its forecasts as well as the main features of the ITER nuclear fusion research project, its technological
capacities, potential and limits, and its environmental impact. The workshop was organised in view of a joint delegation
of the Committees on Budgets and on Budgetary Control to the ITER site Cadarache, France, in May 2011.
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Municipal waste treatment can have negative effects on the environment, human health and may also cause nuisance
to local residents.
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As global demand for resources continues to grow, the EU, as an importer of raw materials, needs a coherent strategy
to ensure reliable access at fair market prices. Just as important are strategies to improve resource efficiency within
Europe.
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Available information on the implementation of the ELV Directive suggests that there is still room for improvement
regarding management of end-of-life vehicles in Europe. The study evaluates and discusses fundamental aspects of
ELV management such as arisings, legal and illegal shipment, de-pollution and recycling & recovery of end-of-life

vehicles. Existing problems are described and recommendations for improvements of the practical implementation are
given.
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The study analyses the impact of high oil prices on the European economy and examines policy options to support
adjustment. Following macroeconomic and sectoral effects, as well as the impact on the EU's overall trade balance,
the study looks at economic responses to high oil prices with an emphasis on trade policy instruments. While the main
policy responses aim at improving fuel efficiency, fuel substitution and recycling, trade policy has an important
complementary role in supporting the overall objective of reducing the energy intensity of European industry through
environmental standards, low or zero tariff on environmental goods and by enhancing the EU's adjustment potential.
The study concludes that overall, the need and scope for trade policy responses to high oil prices is limited. Still,
policies that facilitate the adjustment of European companies, encourage consumers to save energy while help secure
long-term energy supplies, are worthy of consideration.
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The current waste framework Directive1 (WFD) was originally adopted in 1975 and has been amended many times. In
December 2005, the European Commission adopted the Thematic Strategy on waste prevention and recycling2, which
was accompanied by a proposal to amend the waste framework Directive (herein referred to as the DoW), which is
fundamental to the implementation of many ideas put forward in the Strategy3. Annexed to both the Strategy and
legislative proposal was an Impact Assessment4 of both the Thematic Strategy and its immediate implementing
measures (lA). The proposed DoW would update the text of the WFD considerably, adding important new provisions
and integrating requirements previously dealt with by the hazardous waste Directive5 (HWD) and the waste oils
Directive6 (WOD). The proposed DoW would replace both of these Directives, as well as the WFD.

The aim of this report was to undertake an assessment for the European Parliament of the following two aspects of the
proposed DoW:

* The IA of the proposed DoW; and

» Selected potential changes to hazardous waste law resulting from the integration of the HWD into the proposed DoW.
These are addressed, respectively, in Part | and Part Il of this report.
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