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European Union cooperation in the field of education and training has developed in a number of areas that now have
well-established roots. The best-known example is possibly the Bologna Process that led to the establishment of the
European higher education area. The Copenhagen Declaration lent impetus to a process of cooperation in vocational
education and training. This was accompanied by two strategic framework agreements for European cooperation in
education and training (ET2010 and ET2020). The stocktaking on the expiry of the second framework for cooperation —
ET 2020 - revealed some positive trends as the numbers of both young children in early childhood education and of
graduates rose. However, the number of underachieving 15 year-olds remains high and the participation of adults in
learning is low. The European Commission, the Council of the EU and the European Parliament seem to concur that
cooperation in education and training needs to be reinforced. The Commission has set out its vision for a European
education area in three communications, which show that this is still work in progress. The Council, on the other hand,
has endorsed another framework for cooperation up to 2030, which is clearly aimed at supporting the implementation
of such an area. The May 2021 Education Council conclusions give pointers as to how aspects of this area are to be
addressed. The debate in the European Parliament is in its initial phase with the rapporteur noting that, while there is
agreement on the need for a European education area and ongoing cooperation, the European institutions have yet to
adopt a single approach.
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The study demonstrates that the COVID-19 pandemic posed unprecedented challenges to the education and youth
sector, revealing the lack of preparedness, as well as reinforcing structural weaknesses of education delivery
Recommendations are proposed for a robust action at the EU level to foster more resilient education and youth sector
in Europe.
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Statistics show that students with a migrant background are not as integrated in formal education as other students.
Yet the term ‘students with a migrant background’ catches many different individuals. Some of those students may
have been born in the country in which they are studying, with their parents or grandparents being the ones to have
moved states. Some of the new arrivals are asylumseekers or refugees, who may have experienced chronic stress
and severe trauma. Some students have chosen to study abroad but, though they come from a different country, they
are not considered migrants. This infographic looks at the complex picture behind the statistics, and at how authorities
in Member States address the inclusion of migrant students through their policies.
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The overall aim of the European Union-Greenland Partnership Agreement is to boost ties and cooperation between the
EU and Greenland, with education and training as one of several key areas of cooperation. As part of the partnership,
and taking Greenland's needs into account, the focal point of EU-Greenland financial cooperation is education and
training, with a special emphasis on boosting the pre-school and elementary school system, as well as on providing
support for vocational education and post-elementary education.

EN

Early childhood education and care in family-friendly policies

Vrsta publikacije

Datum
Avtor

Politiéno podrocje

Klju¢na beseda

Povzetek

Briefing

Briefing

04-05-2016

MILOTAY Nora

Izobrazevanje | Socialna politika | Zaposlovanje

demografija in prebivalstvo | dinamika prebivalstva | DRUZBENA IN SOCIALNA VPRASANJA | druzbene in socialne
zadeve | druzina | enakost spolov | evropska socialna politika | gospodarska politika | GOSPODARSTVO |
izobrazevalna politika | izobrazevanje | IZOBRAZEVANJE IN KOMUNIKACIJE | kakovost Zivljenja | migracije |
nacionalni racuni | organizacija dela in delovne razmere | poucevanije | pravice in svobo$¢ine | PRAVO | predSolska
vzgoja | skrb za matere in otroke | socialni okvir | trajnostni razvoj | usklajevanje poklicnega in zasebnega Zivljenja |
varstvo druzine | varstvo otrok | vklju€evanije priseljencev | ZAPOSLOVANJE IN DELOVNE RAZMERE | zdravstvo |
zgodnje otrostvo | zivljenjski standard

Early childhood education and care (ECEC) services for children — from birth to compulsory primary school age — form
an essential part of policies for work-life balance and for better social cohesion. A policy mix of flexible labour market
arrangements, generous leave policies and quality ECEC services allows choices for parents, and at the same time
supports the healthy development of their children. Member States are increasingly establishing well-functioning,
efficient systems. Investing in early-years services brings the greatest returns, and is generally more successful than
later remedial action. Until recently, ECEC was mainly considered as a vehicle for helping parents, primarily women, to
(re)integrate into the labour market across the EU. Lately, there has been a growing awareness about its multiple
benefits for children's personal development and social integration, including mitigating inequalities and preparing for
later employability. This is particularly the case for disadvantaged children. The quality of life of young children is an
important element in building smart, inclusive and productive societies. Quality accessible ECEC is an indispensable
part of ensuring a quality childhood and building a resilient society.
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In 2002, the European Council decided in Barcelona to set targets for the availability of childcare facilities. Member
States agreed to provide childcare by 2010 to at least 90% of children between 3 years old and the mandatory school
age and to at least 33% of children under 3 years of age. The Workshop organised by the Policy Department takes
stock of the situation in Belgium, France, Germany, Latvia, the Netherlands, and Slovakia. Besides, analyses are
presented of the effects of the crisis and to what extend the offer of childcare services has been combined with other
policies to encourage female employment and the reconciliation of work and family life.
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Ta $tudija obravnava razvoj politike po Evropi na podrocju predSolske vzgoje in izobrazevanja (PVIZ). Razvijajo se
najnovejSe politike EU, da bi zagotovili strukturo in vsebino za razvoj politike na nacionalni ravni. Ta Studija predlaga
nosilne stebre za kakovost PVIZ, saj povezuje podatke iz razli¢nih virov, v njenem okviru pa so bile izvedene dodatne
podrobne $tudije drzav. Poleg tega pa ta dokument na podlagi temeljite preiskave dobrih praks po vsej EU ponuja
predloge in priporocila za razvoj kakovostne predSolske vzgoje in izobrazevanja v celotni EU.
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The note gives a critical analysis of the Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European
Parliament entitled “Efficiency and Equity in European education and training systems” (COM(2006) 481 final). On the
basis of this analysis, the Commission's recommendations are examined and further recommendations for action are
made.
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