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Single-use plastics and fishing gear: Reducing marine litter
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Most of the plastic in our oceans originates from land-based sources. On European beaches, plastics make up 80-85
% of marine litter, which is considered a major threat to marine and coastal biodiversity. Marine litter also costs the
European Union economy an estimated €259 million to €695 million per year. In May 2018, the European Commission
put forward a legislative proposal seeking to address the issue of marine litter from plastics. The proposal would
introduce a series of measures regarding the top 10 single-use plastics found on European beaches, as well as fishing
gear, with a view to reducing their impact on the environment and ensuring a functional internal market. After
completion of the legislative procedure, the final act was signed by the presidents of the co-legislators (European
Parliament and Council) on 5 June 2019, and published in the Official Journal of the European Union on 12 June 2019.
Member States have two years (i.e. until 3 July 2021) to transpose the new directive into national law. Fourth edition of
a briefing originally drafted by Didier Bourguignon. document has been designed for on-line viewing.
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Marine litter: single-use plastics and fishing gear
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The Commission proposal aims to reduce the environmental harm from single-use plastics and fishing gear. The
supporting impact assessment (I1A) does not discuss the impacts on innovation, research and development or the
feasibility for businesses to invest into alternative materials. The IA only briefly touches upon the implications for SMEs
and does not explain why the open public consultation ran for 8 weeks instead of the 12 weeks. Finally, the proposal
misses certain measures foreseen under the preferred option and contains measures not foreseen in the IA.
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