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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

A compilation of activities relevant to EU-US relations

COVID-19 continues to preoccupy legislators on both sides of the Atlantic. The European Parliament’s session of May
13-15 was the third impacted by the pandemic. Using an improved system, more than 400 votes were taken remotely,
compared to the 100 taken in April or the two votes taken in the March session. In this session, debate participants
were required to be present in the Chamber in order to intervene. Altogether some 200 members participated in
person, while wearing masks and respecting social distancing requirements.  
 

Our selected highlights below include:
- the EP position on the EU’s long-term budget and a €2 trillion recovery fund
- a green light for €3bn in loans to countries affected by COVID-19
- tracking mobile phones and privacy in the context of COVID-19
- a debate on emergency measures taken by the Government of Hungary
 

I would welcome your feedback on this newsletter!
 

                                                                        Joseph DUNNE, Director of European Parliament Liaison Office in Washington DC 

 ment of existing and planned EU programmes.
 

Parliament will use its veto powers if it is deemed insufficiently ambitious or does not reform own resources.
Parliament asks to be fully involved in the “shaping, adoption and implementation of the recovery fund” and the
institutions are asked to refrain from “any attempt to design a European recovery strategy that is outside the
community method and resorts to intergovernmental means.” Other notable elements are (a) that investments should
be prioritised according to the Green Deal and the digital agenda; (b) the call for the creation of a new standalone
European health programme and (c) call for the introduction of a basket of new own resources. 
 

The final paragraph “recalls the importance of international solidarity; calls on the Commission and the Member
States to lead recovery and transformation efforts resulting from COVID-19 at international level while upholding our
values of solidarity, the protection of human rights, democratic principles, the rule of law and multilateralism”. 
 

Press conference with EP President David Sassoli
Press release
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The EP adopted its resolution on the post-2020 EU budget revision
and economic recovery plans with 505 votes in favour - 119 against -
69 abstentions. The resolution states that the new recovery and
transformation fund should be credible, of a value of €2 trillion
(approx. $2.2 trillion), financed “through the issuance of long-dated
recovery bonds” and “disbursed through loans and, mostly, through
grants, direct payments for investment and equity.” The recovery
plan should be provided on top of the next EU long-term budget
(Multiannual Financial Framework) and not to the detri-

The new EU long-term budget, own resources and the recovery plan

COVID-19: €3 billion in loans to help EU neighbours and partner countries

The loans, which will be given on highly favourable terms and disbursed over a year, will help ten countries whose
economies have been pushed into recession by the pandemic: the Republic of Albania (€180 million), Bosnia

https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/david-sassoli-president-of-european-parliament-on-multiannual-financial-framework-mff_20200515-1745-SPECIAL-PRESSER_vd
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200512IPR78912/parliament-eu27-need-EU2-trillion-recovery-package-to-tackle-covid-19-fallout


 

application must be strictly limited to contact tracing and the data must be deleted as soon as the situation allows.
MEPs also emphasized the need for a coordinated approach in developing and using the apps to ensure their cross-
border interoperability.
 

Commissioner Didier Reynders and Croatian State Secretary Nikolina Brnjac shared the MEPs’ views on the need to
ensure that citizens can trust the safety of the apps. Reynders responded to MEPs’ concerns by highlighting that
national authorities will work together with the EU data protection authorities to ensure that the tracing apps comply
with EU privacy and data protection laws in place. He also stressed that the Commission strives to ensure a common
approach between EU countries so that the apps are interoperable. 
 

Press release
EPRS blog on “Tracking mobile devices to fight coronavirus”

In a debate with EC Vice-President Vera Jourová and the Croatian Presidency of the EU, a majority of MEPs said that
the emergency measures taken by the Hungarian Government to fight the COVID-19 pandemic, including the
declaration of an unlimited state of emergency, are not in line with EU rules and warned of the increasing risk to
democracy. 
 

Several MEPs called on the European Commission to finish scrutinising the legal changes and open infringement
procedures. They specifically asked for payments to Hungary to be stopped, in the framework of the new financial
perspectives and the recovery plan, unless the rule of law is respected. They also criticised the passive attitude of the
Council and called for movement on the Article 7 procedure initiated by the Parliament. 
 

Statement by EP President David Sassoli
Press release
EPRS briefing on “The Impact of Covid-19 Measures on Democracy, the Rule of Law and Fundamental Rights in the EU”

and Herzegovina (€250 million), Georgia (€150 million), the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan (€200 million), Kosovo (€100
million), the Republic of Moldova (€100 million), Montenegro (€60 million), the Republic of North Macedonia (€160
million), the Republic of Tunisia (€600 million) and Ukraine (€1.2 billion). Parliament voted an urgent procedure to
channel the funds as soon as possible, to allow these countries to mitigate the negative social and economic effects of
the crisis while preserving financial stability. 
 

Press release
EPRS at-a-glance note 
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In a debate on 14 May, Members noted that, together with other
COVID-19 related measures such as social distancing, masks and
testing, contact tracing apps can help to manage the spread of the
pandemic. However, most highlighted the need to guarantee the
safety of citizens’ personal data and privacy need to be guaranteed.
Most Member States have already launched or intend to launch a
mobile tracing app designed to track individuals who are infected or
at risk of contracting the virus.
 

MEPs highlighted that the tracing apps must be truly voluntary, 

COVID-19 tracing apps: 

Parliament underlines the need to preserve citizens’ privacy

non-discriminatory and transparent. The use of the

Hungary’s emergency Coronavirus measures: 

Parliament seeks the imposition of sanctions

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200512IPR78915/covid-19-tracing-apps-meps-stress-the-need-to-preserve-citizens-privacy
https://epthinktank.eu/2020/04/21/tracking-mobile-devices-to-fight-coronavirus/
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/statement-sassoli-situation-hungary-covid19-outbreak_I187940-V_v
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200512IPR78917/hungary-s-emergency-measures-meps-ask-eu-to-impose-sanctions-and-stop-payments
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=IPOL_BRI(2020)651343
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20200511IPR78816/partner-countries-get-EU3bn-in-loans-to-prop-up-economies-affected-by-pandemic
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2020)649422
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_ATA(2020)649422

