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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP
A compilation of activities relevant to EU-US relations

The Coronavirus pandemic challenges us all, in Europe as in the United States. It is a reminder of the  importance of
international cooperation and multilateral action, as underlined by the Committee  Chairs responsible for foreign
policy in a statement.  On April 20, they urged cooperation and international coordination in fighting the pandemic,
while at the same time warning against isolationism, disinformation and harsh competition between countries on
equipment and supplies.
 

The US Congress and the European Parliament face similar challenges. The stimulus packages needed to support the
fight against, and the recovery from, the COVID-19 pandemic need to be voted and parliamentary business must go on,
fulfilling democratic and law-making functions without endangering health. 
 

This short overview of the European Parliament session of April 16 and 17 highlights the key votes. 
Our office in Washington DC is there to help us learn from each other. I would welcome your feedback!
 
 

                                                                       Joseph DUNNE, Director of European Parliament Liaison Office in Washington DC 
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Parliament has put in place temporary measures based on an
extension of electronic voting provisions, and using the urgency
procedure, in order to allow members to fulfil their democratic and
legislative duties. The EP was able to conduct a debate on COVID-19
stimulus measures, with limited presence in the chamber and the
remote participation by TV-link of three political group leaders.
 

In order to vote, all members, whether present in the chamber or
joining remotely, received ballot papers via e-mail, which they
returned with a signed solemn declaration. As all votes were roll 

European Parliament rises to remote voting challenge

call votes, the nominal lists were published on the website and could be checked by the members themselves. The 100
amendments tabled to the COVID-19 resolution was a further test, but the resolution was nevertheless passed on April
17. The high participation of members (687 out of 705) appears to indicate a high level of acceptance of the
extraordinary measures.
 

Video-clip  on the extraordinary remote participation procedure 
 

European Parliamentary Research Service briefing on remote voting

Parliament, in a resolution adopted with 395 votes in favour, 171
against and 128 abstentions, voted for joint EU action and ‘recovery
bonds’ guaranteed by the EU budget. 
 

Europe now needs a massive recovery and reconstruction package
to be financed by an increased EU long-term budget, existing EU
funds and instruments, as well as the recovery bonds. The
Parliament also called for a permanent European Unemployment
Reinsurance Scheme and the establishment of an EU Coronavirus 

COVID-19: European Parliament calls for massive recovery package

https://bit.ly/3azxWMj
https://bit.ly/2zt9O17
https://bit.ly/2zt9O17
https://bit.ly/2VVyh6r


 

Solidarity Fund of at least €50 billion. The resolutions calls for greater powers for the EU to act in the case of cross-
border health threats and underlines the need for a coordinated post-lockdown approach in the EU, which should
include large-scale testing and provision of protective equipment.
 

Concerns regarding Hungary & Poland
 

MEPs also voiced strong concerns regarding steps taken by the Hungarian government to prolong the country’s state
of emergency indefinitely, to rule by decree without a time limit and to weaken parliamentary emergency oversight.
The resolution states that the Polish government’s decision to change the electoral code is unlawful and criticises the
consideration given to holding presidential elections in the middle of a pandemic.
 

The Parliament called on the European Commission to urgently assess whether the emergency measures taken are in
line with the EU Treaties, and to make use of all available EU tools and sanctions, including budgetary ones. 
 

Fight against disinformation
 

The European Parliament also called for measures to counter external disinformation, fake news and cyberattacks,
while adapting to the changing geopolitical landscape. MEPs stress that the EU must counter aggressive Russian and
Chinese propaganda efforts that aim to exploiting the COVID-19 pandemic to undermine the EU.
 

Press release 
 

Resolution on EU coordinated action to combat the COVID-19 pandemic and its consequences
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EP frees up over €3 billion to support EU healthcare sector
 

Parliament approved €3.08 billion in EU aid to cover the increased
needs of member states’ healthcare systems due to the pandemic, and
additional funds, for example to help with repatriation costs and to
help Greece tackle migratory pressures.
 

Press release
 

Legislative texts adopted

 

Specific COVID-19 actions:

Flexible budget, supporting fish and farm sectors, protecting vulnerable
 

The European Parliament endorsed the “Corona Response Investment Initiative Plus” (CRII+) package to enable
maximum flexibility in channelling EU funds. It also improves support to people in the fish, farm and agri-food sectors,

while ensuring the fund for “most deprived” people will continue to provide assistance where it is most needed.
 

Press release

Parliament postpones new requirements for medical devices
 

The European Parliament decided to postpone the application of the
EU Medical Devices Regulation to prevent shortages or delays in

getting key medical devices on the market. Once EU Member States
agree, the law is set to apply from May 26, 2021.

 

Press release
 

Legislative text adopted

https://bit.ly/354uDLN
https://bit.ly/354uDLN
https://bit.ly/2VSvtqT
https://bit.ly/2KvNYMo
https://bit.ly/351Ww7l
https://bit.ly/2Sinv9J
https://bit.ly/3bz4fwa
https://bit.ly/3eNaNcA

